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What if Amazon
Came to Yonkers ?

Lets

Ink Big!

new Amazon HQs on the Yonkers riverfront.

By Frank Spotorno

I was born and raised in New York City,
and my business is located in Astoria, Queens,
so I see the news that Amazon is building a
headquarters in Long Island City as good news
for the New York City economy.

You don’t see 25,000 jobs created in one
community in the USA anymore, and while I’'m
a union member and supporter, these jobs have
benefits and will lift thousands of residents out
of poverty and give them a chance at the Amer-

Continued on Page 8

St. Joseph’s Spotlight:
Dr. Elizabeth Natal

St. Joseph’s Medical Center’s Family Health Center Director Dr. Elizabeth Natal.

By Dan Murphy

Meet Dr. Elizabeth Natal, the new director
at the Family Health Center at St. Joseph’s Medi-
cal Center. Natal joined St. Joseph’s 10 months
ago, succeeding Dr. Craig Orvieto. She brings
eight years of experience working as a full-time
clinician at H&H Health Center at Tremont in

the Bronx, which was the ambulatory clinic of
the North Central Bronx Hospital/Jacobi Medical
Center.

In addition to serving in the clinic’s lead-
ership team, Natal hosted medical students for
clinical training and utilized an interdisciplinary

Continued on Page 8

Happy Chanukah, Yonkers!

Photo by Robert Kalfus. (L-R) Hannes Stein lighting Chanukah candles with his son Yonatan
Stein at the annual Chanukah party at the Modern Orthodox Synagogue.

The Jewish holiday of Chanukah, the Festival
of Lights, starts this year at sundown Sunday, Dec.
2. The Lubavitcher Rebbe wrote regarding Chanu-
kah and religious freedom in our United States of
America:

“The Chanukah Lights remind us in a most
obvious way that illumination begins at home. But
though it begins at home, it does not stop there.
Such is the nature of light that when one kindles a
light for one’s own benefit, it benefits also all who
are in the vicinity. Indeed, the Chanukah lights are
expressly meant to illuminate the ‘outside,” sym-
bolically alluding to the duty to bring light also to
those who, for one reason or another, still walk in

darkness.

“What is true of the individual is true of a
nation, especially this great United States, united
under God, and generously blessed by God with
material as well as spiritual riches. It is surely the
duty and privilege of this nation to promote all the
forces of light both at home and abroad, and in a
steadily growing measure.

“Let us pray that the message of the Chanu-
kah Lights will illuminate the everyday life of ev-
eryone personally, and of the society at large, for a
brighter life in every respect, both materially and
spiritually. With esteem and blessing in the spirit
of Chanukah.”

Time For Change is Now
At Board of Education

By Council President Mike Khader Op-Ed

In my 11 months as your City Council presi-
dent and four years as a proud Yonkers Public
Schools parent, I have gained a lot of insight into
the operations of Yonkers Public Schools. In Yon-
kers, our schools have withstood the storms of
lawsuits, toxic mold, weather emergencies, bud-
get shortfalls, insufficient state funding, crowded
classrooms and much more — while remarkably
producing the astounding achievement of an 86
percent graduation rate, above both the statewide
average and every other “big five” school system.

In the face of such adversity, this is an in-
credible achievement; however, we must always
be thinking about ways we can optimize the per-
formance of Yonkers Public Schools. I have seen
enough of the operations of YPS to know two
things: Firstly, our district is home to some of the
most incredible administrators, teachers, staff,
students and parents you will ever find. Secondly,
the time has come to change the organizational
structure of our school system to eliminate du-
plicity of services, allow better oversight of the
Board of Education, and enable our teachers and
administrators to focus solely the delivery of a
quality education to our children.

From the day I arrived at City Hall, my of-
fice has been in regular contact with constitu-

City Council President Mike Khader

ents with questions and concerns regarding YPS
ranging from the issue of school placements and
balloting, to busing and special education. Due
to the lack of municipal oversight of our school
system, the best my staff is able to tell these con-
cerned constituents is to call the Board of Educa-

Continued on Page 9

Saw Mill River Daylighting
Phase III Opens Downtown

The latest part of the unearthed or daylighted Saw Mill River in Yonkers at New Main Street.

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano has officially
opened Phase III of the daylighting of the Saw
Mill River at New Main Street where the city
unearthed another portion of the Saw Mill River,
constructed a 1.25-acre park, and improved river
water quality and plant/aquatic life.

“The daylighting of the Saw Mill River has
provided a tremendous boost to Yonkers’ econ-
omy, helping to spur economic development,
create jobs and bring new businesses to our
downtown,” he said. “With the continuation of
the daylighting at New Main Street, we are pro-

viding an open urban civic space that provides
residents and visitors greater access to our wa-
terfront district and revitalizing city.”

Phase III of the Saw Mill River daylight-
ing has revitalized additional portions of the
long-buried river, and includes a water wheel,
improved river banks and plantings to create a
1.25-acre park, making it a gateway to the Yon-
kers shopping district.

The $18 million project is funded with sup-
port from Empire State Development, New York

Continued on Page §

Legislator Johnson Calls For
Decriminalization of Pot Laws

Should low-level marijuana offenses be decriminalized?

By Dan Murphy

County Legislator Christopher Johnson
recently wrote a letter to Westchester District
Attorney Anthony Scarpino asking him to re-
evaluate his office’s policy on prosecuting per-
sons for low-level marijuana offenses:

“As you are aware, the WESPAC Founda-
tion, Westchester Coalition for Police Reform
and Drug Policy Alliance has recently released
a report about the disproportionate effects of

marijuana arrests in communities of color,
specifically black and Hispanic males.

“Your office was already aware of that
fact, as you were quoted in an article saying
the ‘Westchester County District Attorney’s
Office is very aware how people of color
and the poor may be adversely impacted by
the justice system,” and while your office has
taken some steps in the right direction to stem

Continued on Page §
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Classifieds

POSITION AVAILABLE. The Yonkers
Public Library is accepting applications for an
Information Technology Assistant. Successful
candidates for this entry-level position will have
a strong background in digital technology and so-
cial media, plus good communication and inter-
personal skills. Please read the full job descrip-
tion at www.ypl.org/jobs. Send resume and cover
letter to director@ypl.org

ANTIQUES ¢ ART ¢ COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture,
silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records,
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports
cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-654-1683.

DELIVERY DRIVER NEEDED-Delivery
driver wanted for weekly newspapers in Yonkers
and Westchester County. Experience and own
auto preferred. To apply send email to risingme-
diagroup@gmail.com

LUNG CANCER? AND AGE 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant
Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 for Information.
No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make -A -Wish. We
offer free towing and your donation is 100% tax
deductible. Call 914 -468 -4999 Today!

HAVE AN IDEA FOR AN INVENTION/
new product? We help everyday inventors try to
patent and submit their ideas to companies! Call
InventHelp®, FREE INFORMATION! 888-487-
7074

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. More Channels.
Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 1-855-977-
7198

BUYING DIAMONDS, GOLD, SILVER,
all fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, bet-
ter furs, complete estates. We simply pay more!
Call Barry 914 -260 -8783 or e¢ -mail Ameri-
cabuying@aol.com

SUFFERING FROM AN ADDICTION to
Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or oth-
er DRUGS? There is hope! Call Today to speak
with someone who cares. Call NOW: 1-833-880-
6049

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

JOB OPPORTUNITY: $17 P/H NYC -
$14.50 P/H LI If you currently care for your rela-
tives or friends who have Medicaid or Medicare,
you may be eligible to start working for them
as a personal assistant. No Certificates needed.
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY,
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe bath-
ing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated showers.

Call for a free in-home consultation: 888-657-
9488.

STAY IN YOUR HOME LONGER with
an American Standard Walk -In Bathtub. Receive
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a life-
time warranty on the tub and installation! Call us
at 1 -844 -286 -6771

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Generic
100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg yellow pills.
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guaranteed, no pre-
scription necessary. Call 877-845-8068.

HAVE A CPAP MACHINE FOR SLEEP
APNEA? Get replacement FDA approved CPAP
machine parts and supplies at little or no cost!
Free sleep guide included! Call 866-430-6489!

OXYGEN- ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New In-
ogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 866-971-2603

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $14.95/ month (for the first 3
months) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-855-970-1623

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included Pack-
age. Over 185 Channels! ONLY $45/month (for
24 mos.) Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Ticket
FREE! CALL 1-888-534-6918 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 CHANNELS
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-877-229-5789

SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA (East Coast)
Beach Cove is an Age Restricted Community
where friends are easily made. Sebastian is an
“Old Florida” fishing village with a quaint at-
mosphere yet excellent medical facilities, shop-
ping and restaurants. Direct flights from Newark
to Vero Beach. New manufactured homes from
$114,900. 772-581-0080; www.beach-cove.com

GUARANTEED LIFE INSURANCE!
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical exam. Affordable
premiums never increase. Benefits never de-
crease. Policy will only be cancelled for non-
payment. 855-686-5879.

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNO-
SIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Removal, Data
Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-
home repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE! 844-892-3990

WANTED! VINTAGE STEREO EQUIP-
MENT! Amplifiers, Tuners, Turntables, Record
Collections, Reel Tapes, Music Related Items
Ephemera, Cameras, Lenses 518-545-6550

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED
BUYER will PAY CAS$H for R12 cylinders or
cases of cans. (312)291-9169; www.refrigerant-
finders.com

CORPORATION NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the City Council of the City of Yon-
kers, New York will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 7:00
P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York on

the following Resolution, to wit:

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF YONKERS IN SUP-
PORT OF AN HONORARY STREET NAMING OF “NEW AVENUE” AT THE IN-
TERSECTION OF SCOTT AVENUE. THIS STREET IS TO BE HONORARILY
NAMED, “FF NEILL S. TYNDALL, JR. WAY.”

November 21, 2018

VINCENT SPANO
City Clerk

#1597

11/30/2018

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

_888-609-

Discover the world’s best
walk-in bathtub from

FAmerican Stardmd

5 Reasons American Standard

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

@ Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience
Ultra low entry for easy
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain®
fast water removal system

2]

a

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed .

a

FREE IN-HOME
EVALUATION!

by American Standard

44 Hydrotherapy jets for an
invigorating massage

NEW
YORK
STATE

Your First Step
Toward a Secure Future

WRITTEN TEST TO BE HELD FEBRUARY 2 » FILING DEADLINE DECEMBER 12

Correction Officer Trainee

$40,590 hiring rate
$42,695 after 6 months
$48,889 after 1 year
PAID time off

GREAT benefits

Retire after 25 years
AT ANY AGE

Apply on-line today or download exam information
and applications at: www.cs.ny.gov/exams

Additional information about the position of correction officer is available on our
website at www.doccs. ny.gov

Corrections and
Community Supervision

ANDREW M. CUOMO, GOVERNOR + ANTHONY J. ANNUCCI, ACTING COMMISSIONER
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Legal Notices

Notice of formation of Life
Design Now LLC filed with
the Sect'y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 8/28/18. Office
location: Westchester. The
street address is: 5 Myrtle
Place, Eastchester, NY
10709. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process served to: Life
Design Now, LLC 5 Myrtle
Place, Eastchester, NY
10709. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#7023 10/19 — 11/23

Notice of formation of Carter
Brands LLC Arts. Of Org.
filed with the Sect’y of State
of NY (SSNY) on Septem-
ber 7, 2018. Office location:
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 18 Althea Lane,
Larchmont, NY 10538.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: Carter
Brands LLC, 18 Althea Lane,
Larchmont, NY 10538. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#7024 10/26 - 11/30

Notice of formation of The
Marketing Lunatic, LLC a
domestic Limited Liability
Company (LLC), filed with
the Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/30/2018. Of-
fice location: Westchester
County. Principal office of
The Marketing Lunatic, LLC:
38 Prince Street, 2nd Floor,
Hastings On Hudson, NY
10706. SSNY designated
as agent of The Marketing
Lunatic, LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
process to Marty Rolnick
38 Prince Street, 2nd Floor,
Hastings On Hudson, NY
10706. , upon whom and
at which process may be
served. Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.

#7025 10/26 - 11/30

Notice of formation of MOM-
MY HUDDLE, CREATIVE
ARTS THERAPY, LLC Arts.
Of Org. filed with the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY) on
OCTOBER 2, 2018. Office
location: WESTCHESTER.
The street address is: 34
THE HAMLET PELHAM, NY
10803. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served
to: LETICIA WARNER, 34
THE HAMLET, PELHAM, NY
10803. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#7026 10/19 - 11/23

Notice of formation of Anna
Julien Photography LLC.
Arts. Of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 08/16/2018. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: Anna Ju-
lien, 53 Lynden Street, Rye,
New York 10580. Purpose:
any lawful act.

#7027 11/09 — 12/14

Notice of Formation of Kale-
hoff Creative, LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
10/30/2018. Office: West-
chester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 520 Pelhamdale Av-
enue, Pelham, NY 10803.

Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose.
#7028 11/09 - 12/14

Notice of formation of RSRF
LLC Arts of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 10/29/2018. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County.
The street address is 11
Theresa Lane, Harrison, NY,
10528. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon which process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served
to: RSRF LLC, 11 Theresa
Lane, Harrison, NY, 10528.
Purpose: Any lawful act.

#7029 11/09 - 12/14

Notice of formation of DKHS
LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with
the Sect'y of State of NY
(SSNY) on JULY 24, 2018.
Office location: Westches-
ter. The street address is:
622 Vancortland Park Ave,
Apt 3J, Yonkers, NY, 10705.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process served to: 622
Vancortland Park Ave, Apt
3J, Yonkers, NY, 10705. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#7030 11/16 — 12/21

Notice of Formation of Ry-
emarkable LLC. Art. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 11/3/2018.
Office: Westchester County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to: LLC,16 Redfield
Street, Rye, NY 10580. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activ-

ity.

#7031 11/16 — 12/21

Notice of Formation of Red-
field Woods LLC. Art. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/1/2018. Office:
Westchester County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to: LLC,
16 Redfield Street, Rye, NY
10580. Purpose: any lawful
act or activity.

#7032  11/16 — 12/21

Notice of formation of Distrib-
uted Energy Solutions, LLC
Arts. Of Org. filed with the
Secty of State of NY (SSNY)
on 10/26/18. Office location:
Westchester County. The
street address is: 37 Cross
Street, Bronxville, NY 10708.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: Patrick
Sposato, 37 Cross Street,
Bronxville, NY. Purpose: any
lawful act.

#7033 11/16 —12/21

Notice of Formation of Wert
Creative, LLC. Articles of
Organization were filed with
the SSNY on 8/27/18. Office
location is in Westchester
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon who
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess served to: 136 Morn-
ingside Place, Yonkers, NY
10703. Purpose: Teaching
and Creative Services.

#7034 11/30/18 —01/04/19

Notice of Formation of MWM
Building and Supply Servic-
es LLC Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with the SSNY
on 06/07/2018. Office loca-
tion is in Westchester Coun-
ty. The street address is: 35
Belmont Terrace, Yonkers,
NY, 10703. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon
who process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: 35 Bel-
mont Terrace, Yonkers, NY
10703. Purpose: any lawful
purpose.

#7035 11/30/18 —01/04/19

Notice of formation of Kat
Marine Electronics LLC Arts.
Of Org. filed with the Secty
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/02/2018. Office location:
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 100 Harbor Ln W,
New Rochelle, NY 10805.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: United
States Corporation Agents,
7014 13th Ave., STE 202,
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#7036 11/30/18 —01/04/19

NOTICE OF FORMATION
of Aperitif Productions, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on
7/20/18.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent for service
of process on LLC. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process
to: Chloe Reisen, 487 E
Main St, Suite 222 Mount
Kisco, NY 10549.

Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose.
#7037 11/30/18 —01/04/19

your pocket

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129

¥ You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

_DENTAL Insurance

' Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help
get the dental care you deserve!

xow: 1-855-225-1434
¥ Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in

¥ This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

Information Kit

1"O0D9 " CLI™ 14904
Visit us online at
www.dental50plus.com/nypress

FREE

MB17-NMOO3Ec
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eniors and Health Care

Health Commissioner: Check
Your Measles Vaccine Status

With the largest measles outbreak in the
state in decades underway in nearby Rockland
County, Westchester County Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Sherlita Amler recommends that
county residents verify their own measles
vaccine status, and assures county residents
that the Health Department is closely moni-
toring the situation.

“We are in close communication with
Rockland County and New York State health
officials and are prepared to respond should
any cases develop here,” she said. “Measles
is very contagious and can be dangerous for
anyone who is unvaccinated or whose natural
immunity is suppressed. Now is a good time
to check with your doctor about your own and
your children’s measles vaccine status, and
to get the MMR vaccine if you are not up to
date.”

The MMR vaccine provides protection
from measles, mumps and rubella. The Coun-
ty Health Department offers appointments for
the vaccine at no cost for children and adults
who are under-insured, uninsured, or are col-
lege students. To schedule a Friday vaccine
visit at the County clinics in Yonkers or White
Plains, call 914-995-5800.

Individuals are considered protected or
immune to measles if they have had a lab

test confirming immunity. Those born before
1957, and those who have medical documen-
tation of having received two doses of the
MMR vaccine, are also considered immune.
Children usually get the first dose of MMR
vaccine when they are 12 to 15 months old,
and again when they are 4 to 6 years old.

If you are unsure if you are immune to
measles, contact your health care provider.
Two doses of the MMR vaccine can offer 97
percent protection from the measles.

“Anyone planning to travel overseas with
a child 6 months or older who has not yet re-
ceived a first dose of MMR should talk with
their child’s doctor about getting the vaccine
before leaving the U.S., said Ambler. “This
will provide some protection against measles
outbreaks abroad. Your child will still need
two doses of MMR at the regular time.”

Symptoms of measles include a fever,
rash, cough, conjunctivitis (red, watery eyes)
or runny nose. People are considered infec-
tious from four days before to four days after
the appearance of the rash. Symptoms usually
appear 10 to 12 days after exposure, but may
appear as early as seven days and as late as 21
days after exposure.

For more information, go to www.west-
chestergov.com/health.

‘Blessing of Hands’
Celebrates Updates at Phelps

Lifting Up West. Launches
Annual Holiday LIFT Campaign

Lifting Up Westchester, a nonprofit agen-
cy that provides homeless and poverty services
to individuals throughout Westchester County,
has launched its third annual Holiday LIFT
campaign.

“The number one question we get during
the holiday season is, ‘How do I help those
in need?’” said Nancy Inzinna, volunteer and
community outreach manager. “Holiday LIFT
tries to match the community’s desire to help
with the kinds of donations and volunteering
we need most to ensure that our homeless and
low-income neighbors can enjoy the holidays.”

From food drives to decorating homeless
shelters, the Holiday LIFT campaign has ac-
tivities for all ages and groups.

Signature holiday-themed activities in-
clude providing 2,000 holidays meals from the
LUW soup kitchen on Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day; filling and deliver-
ing 500 holiday food bags; and distributing
pies, cookies and goodie bags; wrapping and
delivering hundreds of gifts to men, women
and children in need; and more.

“It is truly remarkable to see so many

community members come together to help
during the holiday season,” said Anahaita Kot-
val, Lifting Up Westchester executive direc-
or. “Each person adds their personal spin on
the holidays and delights in the opportunity to
share their own traditions with our neighbors
in need.”

All volunteer opportunities for serving

holiday meals are filled, but community mem-
bers looking to get involved in this year’s Holi-
day LIFT campaign are able to help in a variety
of other ways.

Volunteers may organize a food drive
and involve school, religious organization or
community groups. Foods needed most are
turkeys, hams, instant mashed potatoes, gravy
mix, stuffing, canned vegetables, canned cran-
berries, cake and brownie mixes. You may also
donate the free turkeys or coupons for free
turkeys that many grocery stores give away at
Thanksgiving or Christmastime.

In addition, community members may
donate $10 to $25 grocery store gift cards for
food bags given to vegetarians and families
who traditionally eat something other than tur-
key or ham for their holiday meals. Or, bake
pies and holiday cookies for donation.

Lifting Up Westchester also seeks do-
nations of new gloves, hats and scarves for
residents of the Open Arms Men’s Shelter
and Samaritan House Women’s Shelter. Also,
consider donating multi-cultural dolls, sports
balls, and board games for the children in the
Brighter Futures Youth Programs. Gift cards
for teens are also appreciated, as is donated
wrapping paper.

In addition to seeking canned goods, gift
cards and volunteers, Lifting Up Westchester’s
greatest need remains cash donations. Please
consider donating online at www.liftingup-
westchester.org.

Advertise on our Seniors and Health Care

Page! Call today: 914-965-4000

NP

Left to right — CEO and President of Phelps Daniel Blum, CEO of Northwell Health Michael
Dowling, and SVP/Regional Executive Director of Northwell Joseph Schulman.

Phelps Hospital hosted a Blessing of Hands
interfaith service Oct. 30, led by the Rev. Carole
Johanssen, the hospital’s chaplain coordinator. A
team of clergy members from different faiths en-
acted the blessing, which is a ritual that recognizes
the holiness of patient care by blessing the hands
that perform it. The ceremony marked a major
update of hospital facilities by Northwell Health,
Phelps’ parent company.

The event took place on 3 North, a new surgi-
cal unit of the hospital that provides private patient
rooms that have the aesthetics of a hotel. Many of
these rooms have views of the Hudson River. Ad-
ditionally, they feature equipment that minimize
the amount of noise and “beeps” that can be dis-
ruptive to a patient’s rest.

The hospital recently expanded its offerings
in the area of surgical weight loss, and the facili-
ties are designed especially to provide comfortable
care for patients who require bariatric surgery.

“Today we recognize everyone on the Phelps
team who provides direct care to patients, from
nurses and doctors to hospitality and environmen-

tal staff, aides and technicians,” said President and
CEO Daniel Blum. “We are grateful to everyone
who cares for patients and we honor their com-
mitment.”

Following Blum’s remarks, multi-denomina-
tional prayers were offered by Johanssen, along
with the Rev. Tenku Ruff, a board-certified chap-
lain and president of the Soto Zen Buddhist As-
sociation in Chappaqua; and Rabbi David Holtz of
Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown.

Michael Dowling, CEO of Northwell Health
System, skipped a trip to Washington, D.C., driv-
ing from Long Island, to attend the event. “This
tradition that we are experiencing today reminds
us of our common humanity,” he said. “We bring
people together from different denominations, dif-
ferent cultures, different parts of the world and
different professional areas to do good things to-
gether. It provides a sense of unity that is unique,
and that illustrates the community spirit of Phelps
Hospital.”

For more information, visit www.phelpshos-
pital.org.
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Best Wishes, Eric Schoen!

For those of our readers looking
through our paper for Eric Schoen’s lat-
est “This, Too, is Yonkers” column, join
the club. I enjoy reading his latest col-
umn every week just like you do, and I
know how valuable a part of our paper
he has become.

Above is a recent photo of Eric. He
has lost 60 pounds and is heading into
surgery for his knee replacement. So
you won’t read his column this week,
but many of the 400 columns Eric has
penned is available at YonkersTimes.
com

And I know that I speak for all of
us — the staff and the readers of Yonkers
Rising — in wishing Eric the very best,
a speedy recovery, and a Happy Chanu-
kah.

Eric Schoen

Legislator Johnson
Continued from Page 1

the tide of the negative effects caused by in-
teractions with the criminal justice system, I
would urge you to take further steps to make
sure that our county treats all people equally,”
writes Johnson.

“Your counterparts in Kings County
(Brooklyn) and in New York County (Man-
hattan) have both decided that the negatives
of prosecuting low-level marijuana offenses
outweighs the positives, with the latter dis-
missing more than 3,000 cases related to mari-
juana smoking and possession. The continual
prosecution of these infractions unnecessarily
and unfairly introduces black and Hispanic in-
dividuals to the justice system, all the while
setting different standards for their white
peers. Please note, the intent of this letter is
not to discuss the pros and cons of the poten-
tial legalization of marijuana, it is singularly to
implore you to cease the prosecution of those
found in possession of low-level amounts of
marijuana.

“In addition to the social justice aspects
that you have stated you are aware of, I am
sure you recognize the additional financial
and criminal justice benefits of moving away
from prosecuting these cases. It would permit
staff to work on other cases, lighten their cur-
rent caseload and save Westchester residents
money as your office’s time could focus on
cases that require more energy. Additionally,
more severe crimes could be prosecuted with
greater detail, making our communities safer.”

Johnson also commented to Rising News-
papers that as the current climate of marijuana
legalization across the country continues, in-
cluding in New York State, “regarding legal-
ization vs. decriminalization, the negative

health effects vs. health benefits of marijuana,
and a host of other concerns, something must
be done to curtail the unfair prosecutorial treat-
ment toward black and Hispanic individuals.
We must stop the epidemic that is the gateway
for our black and brown boys to become cyclic
members of the criminal justice system.”

New York State has held a series of regu-
lated marijuana regional listening sessions,
including one last month in Westchester at
the Radisson New Rochelle. In July, the New
York State Department of Health issued a re-
port that found that the positive impacts of a
regulated marijuana market in New York State
outweigh the potential negative impacts, and
that areas that may be a cause for concern can
be mitigated with regulation and proper use of
public education that is tailored to address key
populations.

In August, Gov. Andrew Cuomo ap-
pointed a workgroup to draft legislation for
a regulated adult-use marijuana program for
the State Legislature to consider next year. “I
have reviewed the multi-agency report com-
missioned last January and have discussed its
findings with Health Commissioner Dr. How-
ard Zucker,” said Cuomo. “The next steps
must be taken thoughtfully and deliberately.
As we work to implement the report’s recom-
mendations through legislation, we must thor-
oughly consider all aspects of a regulated mar-
ijuana program, including its impact on public
health, criminal justice and state revenue, and
mitigate any potential risks associated with it.”

Since 2012, the governor has twice pro-
posed legislation to ensure that possession of
a small amount of marijuana, whether public
or private, is treated as a violation and not as a
misdemeanor, but the Legislature has failed to
adopt the proposal. In 2014, Cuomo signed the
Compassionate Care Act into law, establishing
New York State’s medical Marijuana program.

What if

Continued from Page 1

ican dream.

I now live in Yonkers with my wife and
family, and Amazon’s announcement made me
think: What if Amazon came to Yonkers? What
would those jobs mean to Yonkers?

The last piece of prime real estate in Yon-
kers is along the Hudson River at Alexander
Street. The property would be ideal for an Am-
azon headquarters. A water taxi/hub could be
built to transport employees and Amazon goods
down to New York City and north to Albany.

With two train stations located to the north
and south of the property, Amazon could still
attract the millennials it is seeking to fill its hi-
tech positions.

The infrastructure improvements an-
nounced by Gov. Andrew Cuomo could be used
to rebuild the routes from the Saw Mill Park-
way to the Yonkers waterfront. The governor
could also use his influence to get NYC to relo-
cate its bus depot located on Alexander Street.

A transit-oriented community has always
been envisioned for Alexander Street and what
Amazon wants from its decision to move to
NYC. New apartments, and retail and restau-
rants, would be created for the many business
owners and developers who want to join Ama-
zon in our city.

Instead of hearing opposition from many
in the community that we hear in NYC, Ama-
zon would be welcomed with open arms by
Yonkers and its city leaders. Congresswoman
Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez has rejected the
idea of Amazon coming into her borough of
Queens. I will be the first to welcome Jeff
Bezos and his team to Yonkers and would sup-
port his efforts to create thousands of jobs for
Yonkers residents.

The opposition to Amazon came on Cy-
ber Monday, when protestors held a “Day of
Action” against Amazon’s new HQs. The pro-
test included members of the Democratic So-
cialist Party of America, and elected officials
from NYC including Councilman Jimmy Van
Bramer and State Sen. Michael Gianaris, who
both represent Queens.

Protestors also stormed an Amazon book-
store in Manhattan to express their anger over
the company’s future headquarters in the city.
“They want to give more corporate welfare
to billionaires that don’t need it,” said Maria
Batista, an activist, to the crowd of protesters.
More than 100 protesters rallied to send the
company a clear message of where they stand
by taking over the store.

Activist Angeles Solis said protesters
were expressing their “outrage that our city
officials would give away $3 billion (actually,
1.2 billion from New York State) in tax breaks
to the richest company in the world. And we’re
here to say that Amazon is not welcome here.”

The Amazon deal is expected to bring
25,000 to 40,000 jobs to the city, with an av-
erage salary of $150,000. The company is
promising to invest around $2.5 billion. But
protesters said city and state officials gave up
too much.

Activist Nathylin Flowers Adesegun said
her message to officials is “to take back your
power... Do what’s right. You know what’s
right. It’s time to do what’s right. This is not
making New York fair for New Yorkers.”

What Ms. Ocasio-Cortez and others fail to
realize is that in addition to 25,000 jobs, at a
minimum, there are close to another 100,000
jobs that would be created when Amazon
comes to town, that would come from the ser-
vices, restaurants, dry cleaners, supermarkets,
and entertainment that would be built around
Amazon.

The tax revenues generated by Amazon’s
arrival in Yonkers would immediately elimi-
nate our yearly budget crisis, with the city see-
ing increases in sales tax, income taxes and
property taxes. Any incentives that Mr. Bezos
is getting from NYC could be matched by Yon-
kers.

The people of Yonkers are as friendly as
the NYC crowd, and our workers are the hard-
est working in the state. If given the chance,
Yonkers would shine as a symbol of economic
activity with Amazon’s HQs shining bright
along the Hudson River.

Am I dreaming? Yes, but usually, it’s OK
to dream because sometimes your dreams
come true. I haven’t heard any of our leaders
from Yonkers even suggest the idea, or this
dream.

An annual average salary of $150,000 is
nothing to sneeze at. If New Yorkers want to
continue to stay on the poverty line and not
appreciate a good paying job with benefits, I
think it’s time to think outside the box in Yon-
kers and propose bold and dynamic solutions
for a bright new future. It’s time to dream big,
Yonkers!

The greatest Christmas gift that anyone in
Yonkers, and across our country, can receive
is a good paying job with benefits. Let’s not
forget that this holiday season.

Frank Spotorno is founder of bringour-
jobshome.com and a former candidate for
Congress in New York City. He is considering
a run for future office.

St. Joseph’s

Continued from Page 1

approach to effect positive systematic changes
within the clinic to help serve the needs of pa-
tients and residents in the low-income, west
Bronx neighborhood.

Natal recalled that as far back as medical
school, she had an interest in administrative work
and teaching. During medical school at New York
Medical College, she revised a summer program
held for students from underrepresented back-
grounds. The changes were meant to be a “step-
ping stone” for students as they integrated through
the medical school curriculum.

As she neared graduation, Natal knew that
academia and administrative work were going to
be a part of her vocation. She applied to a resi-
dency program that offered a faculty developing
fellowship in teaching at the Montefiore Medical
Center’s Residency Program in Social Medicine.

Her work at Montefiore included administra-
tion in the educational-curriculum-clinical com-
mittees. During this time, Natal became the di-
rector for Montifiore Medical Center’s Summer
Health profession internship, known as Monte-
HOP (Health Opportunities Program).

This program was tailored towards high
school senior and college students from under-
represented groups with an interest in medicine.
Initially, the program’s focus was an obstetrics
summer program, but under Natal’s guidance, the
program was expanded to include exposure to a
multitude of health professions and experience.
Natal implemented a similar program for first-
year medical students at Albert Einstein’s College
of Medicine who were interested in early expo-
sure to primary care.

During residency, Natal became involved in
the Bronx-Westchester academy of Family Phy-
sicians and continued with the academy beyond
residency, eventually transitioning into the role
of BWAFP president for three years. During her
time at BWAFP, she met Dr. Sonia Velez, St. Jo-
seph’s Medical Center’s residency program direc-
tor, who was instrumental in recruiting Natal to
St. Joseph’s.

Following the completion of her fellowship,
Natal continued her work at Montifiore, Albert
Einstein and renewed her relationship with her
Alma mater. New York Medical College, holding
positions at all three health care institutions.

Natal said her professional experiences, most
recently at H&H Health Center, have taught her
valuable lessons of great effort and teamwork that
are required for effective change. Natal’s ability
to communicate her passion, and her enthusiasm
to treat patients, enables her to be a motivator and
teacher. Her prior experiences in health care have
prepared her well for her new job at St. Joe’s.

Ten months into her role, Natal continues to
absorb and digest and learn. “It’s best to experi-
ence the practice and then work with administra-
tion and clinical staff to utilize a disciplinary team
approach and create well thought out changes,”
she said.

Natal has a wide ran of ages of patients to
think about and she accepts the challenge with
a bundle of personality and self-assurance. With
new renovations coming to St. Joseph’s, Natal
said she is interested in creating a Chronic Dis-
ease Group, consisting of a dietician, social work-
er and physician to serve patients, with the ulti-
mate goal of creating different treatment groups
to treat various chronic diseases.

She successfully ran an English/Spanish dia-
betic group at the Bronx Clinic.

The other challenge Natal, and every doctor,
faces is: How do you ensure that patients properly
take their prescribed medications? “How do you
know if they can afford them?” she posed. “How
do you know if they understand what the medica-

tion is? Other issues may take priority over taking
their medications, like food and housing. We need
to take this into account each time we see a patient
and prescribe a medication, where non-adherence
can lead to poorer health outcomes.

“The main focus of the Family Health Center
is to make sure our physicians care for the fam-
ily unit. It could be one person or a multi-gen-
erational unit. We at St. Joseph’s Family Health
Center want everyone to have a dedicated family
doctor of their choice, and to have continuity of
care, with the ultimate goal to partner with our
patients to help them take charge of their health,”
said Natal.

Diabetes is one form of chronic care that Na-
tal has a focus on, and not only in treating the dis-
ease, but in its causes in patients. “The problems
may not just be diet and exercise, they may be
cultural, as well,” she said. “For many in higher-
risk populations, there can be a genetic compo-
nent in the development of this disease.

“Cultural practices can play a significant role
in the development of various medical diseases.
Exposure to unhealthy food choices and practices
may start early in some cultures. We need to have
the discussion about how to move people who
are used to certain foods to healthier choices, and
share recipes, give them pedometers to count their
steps, and encourage exercise.

“You have to try and see everything through
that prism and work to treat diabetes, which when
uncontrolled can lead to a multitude of problems
and significantly impact your quality of life,” con-
tinued Natal. “Prevention, diagnosis, treatment,
administration, education, training all are key.”

Patient follow-ups are important, too. “Once
patients are seen and you have a baseline, you can
then see what their needs are, and try to follow
up with a specified time frame for treatment,” she
said. “We provide care to a variety of patients,
who can walk into the center to schedule an ap-
pointment. Some come through the ER and some
are referred here. Some have insurance and some
do not. We also provide geriatric day care in this
building, which includes physical therapy, occu-
pational therapy and speech therapy.”

St. Joe’s is unique because it remains an inde-
pendent hospital. While it has medical affiliations
with Montifiore, it is not owned by NY Presbyte-
rian or Northwell. Natal sees that independence as
“good because it gives you an advantage of being
independent, but it also has its challenges.”

St. Joseph’s Medical Center is a non-profit
hospital whose motto is to treat everyone, re-
gardless of their ability to pay. A charity fund for
those who are indigent after submission of an ap-
plication provides significant discounted rates for
those without insurance. Sometimes the state or
federal government helps pay for the treatment of
those who cannot afford the bill, but at St. Joe’s,
everyone is treated.

And that is the mission of Dr. Elizabeth Na-
tal — to teach the next generation to become doc-
tors, and to treat those in her community that need
care.

Natal was raised in the Bronx and just re-
cently moved to Yonkers. The patients she now
sees in the Family Health Center are similar to
the population in the Bronx, but more diverse and
multicultural. She is fluent in Spanish. In addi-
tion to serving as director of the Family Health
Center, Natal is a faculty member of the residency
program, giving her direct contact as an advisor
and teacher to resident physicians learning at St.
Joseph’s.

We hope Dr. Natal stays in Yonkers, and at
St. Joseph’s Medical Center, for many years to
come. Yonkers is lucky to have her.

The Family Health Center at St. Joseph’s is
open six day a week, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday,
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. It ais located at 81
S. Broadway.

Saw Mill

Continued from Page 1

State Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion, New York State Environmental Facilities
Corporation and New York State Energy and Re-
search Development Authority. PS&S designed
and engineered the project.

“The Saw Mill River projects reflect how
strategic investments in placemaking, energizing
urban spaces, and access to waterfronts boost
economic growth by supporting job creation and
creating destinations for residents and visitors to
Yonkers and cities around New York State,” said
Empire State Development President CEO and
Commissioner Howard Zemsky.

DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos added:
“New York State recognized the Saw Mill River
Daylighting project as an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to protect and preserve ecosystem func-
tion while enhancing fishing opportunities in
Yonkers. The state’s multi-million-dollar invest-
ments here will bring this once buried waterway
back to life and provide more habitat for the
Hudson River fishery.”

Alicia Barton, president and CEO of NY-
SERDA said the Clean Energy Communities
program continues to inspire cities, towns and
villages across the state to take innovative steps
that support Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s clean energy
clean and climate goals. “Congratulations to
Yonkers for celebrating another milestone in this
forward-thinking project that supports a cleaner,
greener community and provides critical stew-
ardship of precious natural resources,” she said.

The Daylighting of the Saw Mill River is
a three-phase project that includes a new urban
river and parks through the center of downtown
Yonkers, under which the Saw Mill River was
buried in the 1920s. The first phase of the day-
lighted river at Van der Donck Park was com-
pleted in 2011, and Phase II at the Mill Street

Courtyard was completed in 2016.

“Yonkers is recognizing that the new gen-
eration of our workforce desires walkability, and
wants convenience to work, home and leisure,”
said Spano. “I believe we are accomplishing that
here in Yonkers — attracting millennials with
each new development and innovative project. I
want to especially thank our governor and del-
egation for supporting our efforts so that proj-
ects like this can attract more people to stay here,
make a living, and take part in our city’s future.”

Groundwork Hudson Valley, a local non-
profit environmental group founded in 2000,
worked closely with the city to convene a coali-
tion of government, community and business
leaders to help build the early vision for daylight-
ing the Saw Mill River. Groundwork is currently
working to expand educational programming in
the daylighting to build awareness of the rich
cultural, historical, and ecological significance
of the Saw Mill River.

“Groundwork Hudson Valley is proud of
our nearly 20-year partnership with the City of
Yonkers to restore natural areas for Yonkers resi-
dents to enjoy,” said Groundwork Hudson Valley
Executive Director Brigitte Griswold. “We are
equally inspired by the return of wildlife that has
not been seen in Yonkers for almost 100 years.”

Phase I of the Saw Mill River daylighting,
known as Van der Donck Park, has earned na-
tional, statewide and regional recognition, in-
cluding the National Recognition Award by the
American Council of Engineering Companies,
Outstanding Engineering Achievement Award
by the New York State Society of Professional
Engineers, Project of the Year by the Westches-
ter/Putnam Chapter of the New York State Soci-
ety of Professional Engineers, Project of the Year
by the Construction Management Association of
America, William White Award by the American
Planning Association, and the New York Honor
Award by the American Society of Landscape
Architecture.
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Majority Leader, PBA & CLSA Provide Thanksgiving Dinners

City Council Majority Leader Michael Sabatino, with PBA President Keith Olson, CLSA President Chris Sapienza, and students and staff of School 13 with donated Thanksgiving dinners.

City Council Minority Leader Michael
Sabatino partnered with the Yonkers Police
Benevolent Association and the Captains,
Lieutenants, Sergeants Association on Nov.

21 to provide Thanksgiving dinners to School
13.

This is the fourth consecutive year of this
partnership.

“I want to thank Keith Olsen and Chris
Sapienza and their members for contributing
to this project at School 13,” said Sabatino.
“This was truly the giving part of Thanksgiv-

ing and everyone’s generosity is greatly ap-
preciated.”

Principle Hernandez and the school’s stu-
dent government accepted the items.

County Board Passes New Rules
For Co-Op Sales & Rejections

By Dan Murphy

Anyone who has had an experience with
the sale or purchase of a cooperative realizes
that their future lies in the hands of the Co-Op
Board, which has the final say whether an ap-
plicant can purchase, and whether a co-op own-
er can sell. Usually, the decision is made by a
simple approved or rejected decision, with no
further information provided as to why that de-
cision was made by the board, made up of resi-
dents and shareholders/co-op owners.

The Westchester County Board of Legisla-
tors recently passed a bipartisan measure that
will create new rules for the sale of co-op apart-
ments in the county, which are designed to make
the process faster for buyers and sellers, and to
help combat discrimination.

Under the new legislation, the boards of co-
operatives — which approve the sale of individu-
al units — will have 15 days to tell buyers wheth-
er their applications for purchase are complete.
Once an application is deemed complete, boards
will have 60 days to accept or reject the appli-
cation. If an application is rejected, the co-op
board must send a notice of the rejection to the
county’s Human Rights Commission, which has
the power to investigate instances of discrimina-
tion under the county’s Fair Housing Law.

The measure, which follows months of
committee-meeting discussions with buyers,
sellers, realtors and representatives of co-op
boards, passed by a vote of 13 to 4.

Legislator Christopher Johnson, one of the
bill’s co-sponsors, said the process of buying
and selling a co-op in Westchester County today
isn’t timely, isn’t transparent, and sometimes
isn’t fair. “This new measure, when it’s signed
into law, will give buyers and sellers of co-ops
a time frame they can count on, so their lives
aren’t stalled waiting for and wondering when
a board will act,” he said. “It will also give the
Human Rights Commission the information it
needs to act when there’s a pattern of discrimi-
nation.”

Legislator Catherine Borgia, another of
the bill’s co-sponsors, said that although requir-
ing co-ops to give buyers written reasons when
they’ve been denied would have been prefer-
able, the measure that passed is an important
first step in making the co-op sales process more
timely and transparent.

“We expect the process to be faster and
smoother going forward, and we expect the
Human Rights Commission to be diligent in

looking at the rejection data to make sure all
Westchester residents are treated equally when
it comes to co-op housing,” she said.

Board Chairman Ben Boykin added: “This
legislation was developed over a long period of
time with a lot of community input. I’'m proud to
say that working together, listening to the con-
cerns of everyone involved — co-op boards, co-
op owners, co-op buyers, and realtors — we’ve
crafted a measure that improves the process and
fights discrimination.”

Legislator Terry Clements was one of four
county board members who voted “no” on the
measure. “My colleagues at the Board of Leg-
islators on Monday night passed a measure that
sets new rules governing the buying and selling
of co-ops,” he said.

Under the legislation, the boards of coop-
eratives, which approve the sale of individual
units, will have 15 days to tell buyers whether
their applications for purchase are complete.
Once an application is deemed complete, boards
will have 60 days to accept or reject the appli-
cation. If an application is rejected, the co-op
board must send a notice of the rejection to the
county’s Human Rights Commission, which has
the power to investigate instances of discrimina-
tion under the county’s Fair Housing Law.

“Unfortunately, I could not join my col-
leagues in supporting the measure,” said Clem-
ents. “My ‘no’ vote reflects the concerns of my
constituents. I spoke with many co-op residents
in my district who expressed concern that the
measure could have a financial impact on co-op
shareholders, possibly raising shareholder fees
and increasing insurance costs for co-op boards.

“Shareholders in cooperative housing elect
their board members and are confident in the
decisions they make. Co-op boards are advo-
cates for all shareholders in their corporations.
My constituents thank their hard-working board
members for their time, dedication and fairness
in protecting current and future shareholders.

“We all agree that discrimination not only
is illegal, but is wrong,” continued Clements.
“We need to make sure that people are protected
from discrimination, and we need to make sure
that people who have been discriminated against
use the legal remedies already available to them
— remedies that were available before this leg-
islation.”

Also voting “no” were legislators John
Testa, Gordon Burrows and Margaret Cunzio,
all republicans..

On This

Continued from Page 5

British and U.S. governments commended him
for outstanding planning of construction of am-
munition plants in the South and Southwest.

After the war, he spent two years in Saudi
Arabia as a consultant engineer for the Arabian-
American Oil Company. Since he spoke fluent
Arabic, he was responsible for getting permission
from King Ibn Saud for the U.S. to construct oil
pipelines in Saudi Arabia.

Dec. 7, 1942: At Yonkers’ observance of
Pearl Harbor Day, citizens reviewed the many
ways Yonkers contributed to the war effort during
its first year. More than 11,000 men and women
had enlisted in the armed services. Local indus-
tries were busy manufacturing war goods, from
guns and ships to good needed for the service-
men. Many thousands who remained at home
trained to provide civilian protection, whether in
the Red Cross, acting as air wardens, or volun-
teering in the police or fire auxiliaries.

The larger industries — Otis, Smith Carpet,
Anaconda War and Cable — converted their equip-
ment to producing goods needed for war.

Saturday, Dec. 8

Dec. 8, 1932: When appearing in front of
Judge Charles Boote on a vagrancy charge, Man-
hattan resident Lang Lee told the good judge he
“enjoyed” his stay in our jail, except for the food.
According to Lee, the jail served plain food and a

lot of it, but they didn’t “salt it up enough.”

Dec. 8, 1932: Because they wanted to ensure
as many men as possible stayed employed, the
350 outdoor construction workers of the Yonkers
Lighting Company voluntarily adopted a five-day
work week.

Dec. 8, 1937: After a bitter 12-year battle, the
Palmer Road bridge over the Bryn Mawr railroad
tracks eliminating the dangerous grade crossing
opened to traffic.

Sunday, Dec. 9

Dec. 9, 1931: The Yonkers Salvation Army
offered to provide hot coffee and sandwiches to
firefighters working at serious fires during the
winter months. Fire Chief Arthur Chambers ac-
cepted the offer with gratitude.

Dec. 9, 1932: Joseph Clark of Jones Place
was awarded the rank of major on the retired list
of the Army, although Clark had retired as a first
sergeant after 30 years of service. He served as a
commissioned officer during the World War. After
the end of the war, he rank-reverted to his non-
commissioned status.

Dec. 9, 1933: Marshall-Matheson, one of
Yonkers’ oldest and largest department stores, re-
opened under the name of Marshall-May; all 150
employees of the closed store were rehired.

For more information on Yonkers Historical
Society, Sherwood House and upcoming events,
visit www.facebook.com/YonkersHistoricalSoci-
ety or LinkedIn and Twitter @ YonkersHistoric.
For information on membership in YHS, call 914-
961-8940 or email yhsociety@aol.com.

Dept. of Social Services
Kicks Off Holiday Gift Drive

Helping to spread some holiday cheer to
children who are in need, Westchester County
Executive George Latimer recently announced
that the county is now accepting new, un-
wrapped toys and gifts for children this holiday
season. The Holiday Gift and Toy Drive, which
is being run through the Department of Social
Services, takes place each year to ensure that all
of Westchester County’s foster children have a
gift to open for the holidays.

“The Holiday Gift and Toy Drive embod-
ies what the holiday season is all about — giving
back to those who are less fortunate than you,”
said Latimer. “For so many of these kids, your
donation is the only gift they get to open. I am
encouraging everyone who can to please find
it in their hearts to donate, and help brighten a
child’s holiday.”

Commissioner of the Department of Social
Services Kevin McGuire said that for the kids
in foster care, homeless services programs and
other sites, the holidays can be sad and lonely,
and your donation or gift can make all the dif-
ference in their day and the season ahead.

“As always, thank you for your generosity
and support, and for those interested in giving
the gift of your love and family as foster and/
or adoptive parents, you can reach out to United
Way’s 2-1-1 line for more information about
how to begin that journey,” he said.

Barbara Sabater, program coordinator of
constituent affairs at DSS, started the Holiday

Gift Drive back in 2005.

“Kids go through so much that they
shouldn’t have to go through, and Christmas
should be a happy memory for everyone,” she
said. “I had been in child welfare for my whole
career, and would go into homes where kids had
absolutely nothing. It was great to know that
I was helping to make a difference by giving
them an ounce of joy for the holiday.”

DSS is also accepting gift cards and mon-
etary donations, in addition to new, unwrapped
gifts. Toys and gifts are requested for a variety
of ages, from newborn to age 21. The depart-
ment is also running its “Wish List” program,
which asks every child in the foster care system
to request their top three gifts for the holidays.

The drive will run through Dec. 14.

All donations should be made out to the
Westchester Child Welfare Holiday Fund.
Anyone wishing to make a monetary donation
should contact Barbara Sabater at bms7@west-
chestergov.com or 914-995-1937.

Collection bins have been placed on the
first floor of the Westchester County Office
Building, 148 Martine Ave.; in the DSS Cen-
tral Office at 112 E. Post Road, White Plains;
the Mount Vernon District Office, 100 E. First
Street, Mount Vernon; the Peekskill District Of-
fice, 750 Washington St., Peekskill; the White
Plains District Office, 85 Court Street, White
Plains; and the Yonkers District Office, 131
Warburton Ave., Yonkers.

Time For
Continued from Page 1

tion because of the statutory limitations of city
government. This is frustrating and unacceptable.

As an elected official, I want to help solve
problems, not pass the buck to someone else.

Presently, YPS is governed by a nine-mem-
ber board of trustees appointed by the mayor
(without approval of the City Council) who are
in turn empowered to hire a superintendent to
manage the day-to-day operations of the school
district. The functions of the schools and the mu-
nicipal government are largely separated from
one another, however every year, the City Coun-
cil appropriates roughly half of our total city bud-
get to send to YPS, with minimal oversight of the
operations and policies of the school system. This
is no longer acceptable.

As City Council president, I believe that
protecting residents’ tax dollars and providing
our children a quality education are my foremost
responsibilities, and I do not believe that I or any
of our elected officials can in good conscience
continue to send a blank check to YPS with-
out greater oversight and accountability for the
school system.

The time for change is now. Our city gov-
ernment needs more effective oversight of our
school system. The present organization and rela-
tionship between the municipal government and
the school district is codified by Article 52 of the
Education Law of the State of New York, which
creates what amounts to a “one size fits all” ap-
proach to education in Yonkers, Syracuse, Buffa-
lo, Rochester and New York City. We constantly
lament the inequitable state educational funding
formula that underserves Yonkers schools, yet we
ignore this other great injustice to our students
and schools.

Yonkers is unique from the rest of the “big
five” school districts by virtue of our proximity to
New York City, and the fact that every other “big
five” school district is governed by an elected
school board. Creation of a municipal department
of education, or expansion of the inter-municipal
agreement between the Board of Education and
the municipal government, are clear possibilities
for exploration.

Any reorganization of our schools is certain
to have pros and cons, however, what I know for
certain is that our present system is not working,
and it is incumbent upon us to explore measures
that will maintain local control of our schools

while ensuring accountability, eliminating bu-
reaucracy, and finding financial savings.

Work has already begun along these lines,
but we must reapply ourselves to seeking solu-
tions for our schools. In 2014, the Board of Edu-
cation and the City of Yonkers agreed to integrate
certain departments such as human resources,
finances, legal services and information technol-
ogy. The time has come to evaluate that agree-
ment, determine if it’s working, and potentially
seek ways to expand it.

For example, our school safety officers pres-
ently exist under the umbrella of the Department
of School Safety and Security within the Board
of Education. Why not eliminate this unnecessary
bureaucracy, save precious tax dollars, and enjoy
the benefits that would come with integrating this
essential function of our school system into the
Yonkers Police Department? Why not integrate
departments that care for municipal and school
buildings and grounds? Could the snow disas-
ter of Nov. 15, which left hundreds of children
trapped on school buses and at the Riverfront
Library, have been averted through a combined
command structure and greater cooperation be-
tween those responsible for bus dispatch and
snow plowing?

I believe most of us agree that the current
organization of Yonkers Public Schools and its
relationship with the city government leaves
much to be desired. We must approach this issue
in good faith and with unity of purpose. We travel
to Albany so often to appeal for additional funds
for our schools, and I will continue to fight for ad-
ditional resources for Yonkers schools. However,
we fail to look inward at what improvements we
can make at home to meet the challenges our
schools face.

Furthermore, how better to demonstrate to
statewide leaders that we are deserving of addi-
tional funds, than demonstrating our commitment
to exploring all options for innovation and sav-
ings, and ending “business as usual?”’

I call upon all of the stakeholders — my col-
leagues on the council, our state delegation, the
mayor, the superintendent and trustees of YPS,
labor leaders, as well as concerned parents and
citizens of Yonkers to come together to study
this issue, and implement the reforms we need.
In these troubled financial times for our city, we
need to be creative and fearless when it comes
to our schools for the good of our children. The
decisions we make for our children today will re-
verberate for years to come, and we cannot afford
to fail an entire generation of Yonkers students.
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City Delivers 350 Thanksgiving

Dinners to Families in Need
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A happy recipient of a Thanksgiving dinner.

Photos by Maurice Mercado

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano helped hand
out more than 350 Thanksgiving dinners
to families in need in Yonkers on Nov. 20 at
the Nepperhan Community Center. The din-
ners were supplied by private donations from
Yonkers Contracting, Fidelis Care, ShopRite,
PCNY, DC9 Painters, Dr. Martin Sayegh, Val-
ley Oil Co., Yonkers Public Schools, the may-
or’s African-American Advisory Board and
Youth Advisory Board, and Yonkers MBK.

Each donation consisted of turkey and all
the fixings, including desserts, coffee and hot
chocolate. The deserving families were pre-
selected by local community-based organiza-
tions.

Since taking office in 2012, Spano has or-
ganized the donations of Thanksgiving dinners
to Yonkers families every November.
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Rotary Club Helps
Rebuild Basketball Courts

The “Dreamer,” aka Yonkers-East Yonkers Rotarian Pete Spano, and Club Rotary Foundation
Chairman Bina Ahmad, with a volunteer.

Dreams come true with persistence.

For the last four years, local community ac-
tivist, basketball coach and Yonkers-East Yonkers
Rotarian Pete Spano has led a persistent effort to
realize his dream of building a basketball court in
Yonkers. That dream is being realized, along with
a youth basketball and anti-bullying program that
kicked off Nov. 24.

The first of two outdoor courts in Yonkers
will be at Barton Park later this year, with a second
basketball court in the works to be rebuilt in the
spring. A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be sched-
uled at the completion of the courts.

Spano’s dream to refurbish basketball courts
in Yonkers started with his fundraising from indi-
vidual contributors.

“I understand great things cannot be done
without great partnerships,” he said. “We have
great partners like Nancy Lieberman’s Dream-
Courts Foundation and World Ventures Foundation
who supported the project, along with providing
the high-quality specifications for the two courts.”

The basketball and anti-bullying program will
be for 30 students selected by Yonkers Police Ath-
letic League and YMCA, who are also partners in
this project. The students will meet six consecutive
Saturdays.

This program will have indoor winter ses-
sions and outdoor summer sessions, all offered free
for the youth of Yonkers. Spano, Barbara Hanna,
Shawn Jenkins and Tom Meier Jr. will be spear-
heading this program. Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano
will be visiting the session Saturday, Dec. 8.

It was an international partnership that
brought this program to Yonkers. The Yonkers-
East Yonkers Rotary Club endorsed Pete Spano’s
idea in early 2015, and along with support from

local Rotary District 7230 and a South Korean Ro-
tary Club received approval for a Rotary Interna-
tional Foundation Global Grant.

Leonard Spano, executive director at the
Westchester School for Special Children, joined
the partnership, seeing the need for these refur-
bished courts in the community.

Mayor Spano, along with the departments
of public works, planning and development, and
parks and recreation, as well as the Yonkers Com-
munity Agency Development Board, approved the
removal of the current court — which was in poor
shape — put new asphalt over the court and made
other improvements in the park.

The Yonkers-East Yonkers Rotary Club has
been involved in local and international projects
since 1920, helping communities near and far. It
has provided scholarships to deserving Yonkers
high school graduates, helped victims of the Haw-
ley Terrace Fire, built a playground at Yonkers
School 9, given iPads for autistic children and
library books for the Eugenia Maria de Hostos
School, provided pencils to every Yonkers first-
grader, donated books to the Yonkers Public Li-
brary, and supported various local community and
youth organizations and soup kitchens.

Internationally, the club has sent a school bus
for children in Liberia, helped send computers to
Guatemala, built clean cookstoves for an entire
village in Uganda, and built sanitary latrines for
women and girls in remote Bangladesh.

There are approximately 1.2 million Rotar-
ians in more than 30,000 Rotary Clubs in 161
countries.

For more information or to partner for future
projects, contact Pete Spano at petespano618@
ymail.com.

CHARTER SCHOOL OF
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

A FREE REGIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOL OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FROM ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Kindergarten to 9th Grade

We welcome Eng]isll Language Learners and Special Education Students

260 Warburton Avenue, Yonlzers, New York 10701

014-476-5070

Visit our website at www.charterschoolofeducationalexcellence.org
Designate(l as a REWARD SCHOOL FOR 2014-2018 by the New York State Department of Education

We are accepting new student Estamos aceptanclo

applications for Grades K-9 solicitudes para los grados K-9
INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS: SESIONES INFORMATIVAS:
NOVEMBER 15, 2018 AT 9AM noviembre 15 del 2018 a las 9:00AM
DECEMBER 12, 2018 AT 2PM diciembre 12 del 2018 a las 2:00PM

JANUARY 9, 2019 AT 5PM
FEBRUARY 12, 2019 AT 9AM

MARCH 6, 2019 AT §PM

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
March 26, 2019 at 4:00PM
LOTTERY DATE: April 9, 2019

For an applica’cion or more information

please call

914-476-5070 Ext. 4

=P  nero 9 del 2019 a las 5:00PM
febrero 12 del 2019 a las 9:00AM
marzo 6 del 2019 a las 5:00PM

LA FECHA LIMITE PARA ENTREGAR LA
SOLICITUD DEL SORTEO ES
EL DIA 26 DE MARZO ALAS 4:00PM
LA LOTERIA SE LLEVARA A CABO: 9 DE ABRIL DEL 2019

Para obtener informacion llame al

914-476-5070 Ext. 4

“We aim to inspire, motivate and instill a love for learning in all children”
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‘Tim the Turkey’
Gets a Pardon
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The pardoned “Tom the Turkey” is heading into retirement to a Connecticut Farm.

Stew Leonard’s is one of the best places
to get your Thanksgiving turkey each year,
and its Yonkers store has consistently been its
most popular, almost since the time it opened
more than 20 years ago.

Stew’s sells more than 70,000 turkeys
each year, but this year one turkey got a re-
prieve, and a pardon from Mayor Mike Spano
with the help of Stew Leonard Jr. at the Yon-
kers store. Spano presented a proclamation to
Leonard Jr. that included the immediate par-
don of Tom, who appeared to understand what
was going on and was happy with the result.

This Yonkers version of the White House
pardoning means that “Tim the Turkey” will
be sent to a Connecticut farm to live out his

remaining days in freedom.

More than 88 percent of American citizens
consume turkey on Thanksgiving, according
to the National Turkey Foundation; 46 million
turkeys are eaten on Thanksgiving, amounting
to approximately 736 million pounds. Turkey
is a uniquely American bird and has been con-
sidered a Thanksgiving staple from the first
accounts of the holiday in 1621.

Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a national
holiday, and Lincoln was also the first presi-
dent to pardon a turkey, in 1863. The official
Presidential Turkey Pardon was declared a
tradition in 1989 by President George H. W.
Bush.

Enjoy your retirement, Tim.

Every year, Yonkers Rising tries to give back to someone
based on input from our readers. Please tell us about
someone who may need a little holiday cheer, and
someone we can send a gift card to. We will keep the

last name of the winner and their “ange

III

confidential.

Send your thoughts to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.

We need to have your ideas by Dec. 14, so please emadil

and do not mail us a letter, as we may not get it in time.
Have someone you know help you email if needed.

And Happy Holidays!

Skate & See Santa
At Cross County

Cross County dancers celebrate the opening of Santa’s workshop and new skating rink.

One of Santa’s most important visits every
year is to the Cross County Shopping Center, and
a place where Santa has set up in his workshop for
more than 50 years. In recent years, Santa’s work-
shop has always kicked off with a big show for
holiday shoppers young and old.

This year’s kickoff was held Nov. 17 and in-
cluded a new twist — a portable skating rink has
been placed next to Santa’s workshop, so visitors
can have a quick skate, see Santa, and shop in all
the stores that the Cross County Shopping Center
has to offer.

Sherwood House Museum
Candlelight Tours

The Historic Sherwood House Museum,
the 276-year-old example of a colonial tenant
farmer homestead, will be open Sunday, Dec.
9 between 1 and 4:30 p.m. for a festive holi-
day event.

Free guided candlelight tours will begin
at 1 p.m. and will continue until 4 p.m. Other
celebratory events include a holiday boutique
and book sale. Seasonal refreshments, includ-
ing hot mulled cider, will also be available.

The Yonkers Historical Society will be
collecting canned goods for its third holiday
food drive to benefit the food bank at St. Pe-
ter’s Church.

Embrace your inner Charles Dickens,
who wrote “A Christmas Carol” more than a
century after the Sherwood House was built,
and see what winter holidays might have
looked like in 1740s Yonkers.

The Sherwood House is located at 340
Tuckahoe Road, Yonkers, next to the south-
bound entrance ramp to the Sprain Brook
Parkway.

For more information, contact the Yon-
kers Historical Society at 914-961-8940 or
yhsociety@aol.com, or visit www.facebook.
com/YonkersHistoricalSociety or www.yon-
kershistoricalsociety.org.

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HEALTH PLAN SEMINARS

If you are Medicare and/or Medicare and Medicaid Eligible

Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to learn more
about choosing a Medicare Advantage Plan

VENUE ADDRESS DATE TIME
White Plains Coach Diner 50 Westchester Ave., White Plains, 10601 12/4 9:00 am
Columbus Diner 754 Columbus Ave., Mount Vernon, 10550 12/4 2:00 pm
Dorry’s Diner 468 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, 10605 12/5 9:30 am
Seven Brothers 900 Saw Mill River Rd., Yonkers, 10701 12/6 9:00 am
Raceway Diner 833 Yonkers Ave., Yonkers, 10704 11/30, 12/7 9:30 am
City Limits 200 Central Ave., White Plains, 10604 12/4 4:00 pm

For more information and to RSVP:

1-844-544-8169 TTY: 1-800-662-1220

agewellnewyork.com/imagine events@agewellnewyork.com
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare and Medicaid contract. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. A
sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 866-586-8044 and
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044
(TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCION: si habla espafiol, tiene a su disposicion servicios gratuitos de asistencia linguistica. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY:
1-800-662-1220). {EiE : HISGUEMT G SUER] DU BIETRRE S PRBIIRTS. RH2(E  1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220)) Assistance
services for other languages are also available free of charge at the number above. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws
and does not discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de
derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York x&&* ¥ FH FAR S EC
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Medicare+Medicaid=
More Benefits for You!

Medicare Card Medicaid/Common Benefit Identification
NEW ~ Card (CBIC) NEW ~

/é- MEDICARE HEALTH INSURANCE

Name/Nombre
JOHN L SMITH OR OR
v v

Medicare Number/Nimero de Medicare MEDICARE @ HEALTH INSURANCE NEW VO e U228 l2:20:03 P . \lj\
1XX0-XX0-XX00 ENEFIT. #g

N 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) ) X N L I =
Entitled to/Con derecho a Cd NAME OF BENEFICIARY ~_FIR E/ M. IDENTIFICATION-CARD
HOSPITAL (PART A) 0 Jawedoe r o i 550 o
MEDICAL (PART B) 0 2000 %00A ..

HOSPITAL (PART A) 07-01-1986

MEDICAL (PART B) 07-01-1986 resiowe/ . FRSY o000

ACCESS NUMBER

IGN
HERE

You may be eligible for additional money-saving benefits
through our Dual Advantage plans, including:

. Monthly OTC Card up to $100
[to pay for items like OTC medications,
toothpaste, incontinence supplies, and more]

. Transportation

. Dental

. Care Management support

. Top-quality doctors and hospitals
. Discounts for hearing devices*

. and many more!

For a complete listing of plans in your service area, contact the plan. The benefit information provided is a brief summary,
not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions
may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1
of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Out-of-network services may require more out-of-
pocket expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. Fidelis Legacy Plan is an HMO plan with a Medicare
contract. Enrollment in Fidelis Legacy Plan depends on contract renewal. *Fidelis Legacy Plan partners with TruHearing
for discounted purchases of hearing devices.

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 11Y: 711

Monday-Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. from October 1-March 31
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. from April 1-September 30

W 1 © ® | @fideliscare www.fideliscare.org H3328_FC 18170_M



