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Westchester Has Open
Senate & Assembly Seats

Republican Assembly candidate Suzi McDonough and Democratic Senate candidate Jaamal
Bailey.

By Dan Murphy

With the retirements of State Sen. Ruth Has-
sell-Thompson in the 36th district, representing
Mt. Vernon in southern Westchester, and Assem-
blyman Steve Katz, representing the 94th district,
which includes the Putnam and Westchester com-
munities of Carmel, Patterson, Putnam Valley,
Somers, Southeast and Yorktown, Westchester
voters have the opportunity to elect two new state
representative this fall.

First, on Sept. 13, a Democratic primary will
be held to see who will continued in the running to
replace Thompson in the Senate, and a Republican
primary will be held to see who will replace Katz

in the Assembly. (Thompson resigned in May to
take a $130,000 job to become a special advisor for
policy and community affairs of New York State
Homes and Community Renewal.)

Five candidates from northeast Bronx and the
City of Mount Vernon are all vying to be the next
state senator in the 36th district. The candidates are
Jaamal Bailey (the Bronx Dems nominee), the Rev.
Edward Mulraine (Mount Vernon Dems’ nomi-
nee), Que English, Dr. Alvin Ponder and Pamela
Hamilton-Johnson. As we approach the crowded
Democratic primary, BW & PBP Radio thought it
was a good idea to have its first live, on-air debate

Continued on Page 8

Heroin Bust in Croton;
The Point of No Return

Heroin use is part of a larger substance abuse problem.

Nearly all people who
used heroin also used
at least 1 other drug.
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Most of us heard about the heroin drug bust
on a quiet Croton street last week. But what
you may not have heard is the amount of heroin
taken off the streets — 65 pounds — in the largest
heroin bust in our county’s history.

Great police work by the Drug Enforcement
Agency led to the bust and arrests. But the fact
that Mexican drug dealers chose Westchester as
the central parking spot for more than $2 million
in heroin means Westchester has become ground
zero for a “major trafficking operation,” accord-
ing to the DEA, who overheard that the ship-

ment was on its way from Mexico.

“Members of this sophisticated and well-
funded narcotics trafficking organization un-
doubtedly believed they were home-free when
the drugs concealed inside the (trailer) axle went
undetected at border crossings and in a trans-
continental journey,” said New York City Spe-
cial Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan. “To
further protect their investment, they off-loaded
the trailer in a wooded residential area 30 miles
from New York City.”

Continued on Page 7

A Baloney Sandwich from

Our Leaders in Albany
Ethics Reform With Nothing in It

By Dan Murphy

Gov. Andrew Cuomo
singed an ethics bill last week
that good government groups
and gold-standard journalists
have called a phony ethics re-
form that will do nothing to ad-
dress the problems of political
corruption that have resulted in
prison sentences for disgraced
leaders Sheldon Silver and
Dean Skelos.

The ethics bill signed
and touted by Cuomo accom-
plishes two things: It requires
Super-PACs, those 401(c)3
organizations formed after the
Citizens United case of 2010
that allowed unlimited spend-
ing from outside groups as
long as they are not affiliated
with any political campaign, to

2 0/0 of

New Yorkers
think

GOVERNMENT
CORRUPTION

1S a serious problem.

disclose donors that give more
than $2,500. Good government
groups including the American
Civil Liberties Union have said that the new bill is
unconstitutional and will be overturned based on

the Citizens United case.
The second part of New York’s Ethics Law

Continued on Page 5

The Trump-Astorino
Ticket that Never Was

Presidential candidate Donald Trump, right, and Westchester County Executive Robert Asto-
rino almost teamed up to run for governor and lieutenant governor, respectively, back in 2014.

By Dan Murphy

As Republican presidential hopeful Donald
Trump enters the last 70 days of the campaign,
we take you back to early 2014, when Repub-
licans were searching for a candidate with the
millions necessary to run a statewide campaign
against Gov. Andrew Cuomo that fall. West-

chester County Executive Rob Astorino had
already been working the state, and the rubber
chicken dinners as GOP functions, announcing
his plans for over a year.

Trump started to seriously consider a run
for governor when a poll conducted in late 2013

Continued on Page 8

Playland’s Future in Limbo

Lawsuits & Missed Payments
Point to ‘Leave It As Is’ Future?
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A new proposed ride for Playland... Will it ever come to be?

By Dan Murphy

The City of Rye’s recent lawsuit against
proposed change to Rye Playland, and the public
comments from elected officials who represent
Rye and the surrounding area, clearly point to a

division of opinion on the future of Playland, the
county-owned amusement park that is about to
wrap up another summer of fun.

Combined with financial concerns by some

Continued on Page 7

Deskovic Heads to Pace;
Heroic Journey continues

The Jeffrey I)osknw(
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Peekskill native Jeff Deskovic

By Dan Murphy

One of my Westchester heroes is Jeffrey
Deskovic, who was exonerated for a crime he
never committed after spending 16 years in
jail. And now he is headed to Pace Law School
this fall. Deskovic was wrongfully convicted in
1990 of the 1989 brutal beating and murder of
15-year-old Angela Correa; both attended Peek-
skill High School.

Testimony at Deskovic’s trial, from Peek-

skill Police Detective Daniel Stephens, that Des-
kovic had confessed, led to his conviction de-
spite a negative DNA test. Deskovic confessed
to a crime he did not commit after being interro-
gated to the point that he was on the floor crying
uncontrollably in the fetal position.

After losing all seven of his appeals and be-
ing turned down for parole, in the 16th year of
his sentence (2006), Deskovic was exonerated

Continued on Page 5
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Murphy Presents $500K Grant

State Sen. Terrence Murphy presents a $500,000 check to Mt. Pleasant Town Supervisor Carl

Not even the threat of rain could put a
damper on the good news State Sen. Terrence
Murphy brought with him to the 2016 Mount
Pleasant Day street fair and car show, where
presented Town Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi with
a check for $500,000 to support the downtown
revitalization of the Hawthorne business district.

“It has been an honor and a privilege to
work with Supervisor Fulgenzi, Chief Oliva, the
Town Board and all the residents of Mount Pleas-
ant to move this project forward,” said Murphy.
“When I was a councilman in Yorktown, the
number one issue was economic development.
[ am here to let you know [ am committed to the
revitalization of the downtown Mount Pleasant
business district. This project will mean more
jobs and improved quality of life for everyone.”

“We started a conversation with Sen. Mur-
phy about revitalizing the downtown area about

Fulgenzi, in support of the downtown revitalization.

a year ago, and he’s been on board ever since,”
said Fulgenzi of the senator. “This grant will
help give the downtown area a new look that
will benefit our residents and business owners. [
accept this check on behalf of the people of Mt.
Pleasant and look forward to a few more as we
continue to work with Sen. Murphy to improve
our community and bring more business to the
downtown area.”

Residents and visitors were impressed with
artist renderings of the downtown area, which
depicted reconstructed and refurbished build-
ings along Elwood Avenue.

Sponsored by the Hawthorne Fire Depart-
ment and Thornwood-Hawthorne Chamber of
Commerce, the 2016 Mount Pleasant Day street
fair and car show featured classic cars, live mu-
sic, rides for children and 48 vendors represent-
ing local restaurants and delicatessens.

Hunger & Homelessness
In Westchester

By Clifford Jackson of Larchmont and
Jeffrey Meyer of Tuckahoe

We have been writing about homelessness
and/or volunteering on their behalf for many years.
Food Bank for Westchester uses its 36-foot com-
mercially-equipped Food Bank Mobil Pantry to
travel throughout Westchester County delivering
food to impoverished areas.

Our culture demonizes those in need of food
assistance and shelter. This stereotype is the exact
opposite of the reality; this demonization by many
exudes the hypocrisy of this nation and those who
have this depraved attitude, especially when this
society purports to have so-called “Christian val-
ues.”

Most of the clients we serve usually fit into
the following categories: the elderly, the disabled,
or the working poor. We also encounter many col-
lege students.

The working poor are often working for about
$10 to $12 an hour, which is not enough to get
ahead. The common denominator is usually that 50
to 75 percent of their monthly income is allocated
to rent. Also, more than 25 percent of all homeless
people work but because of this system they do not
have a sustainable wage that will allow them to
have a place to live.

The elderly and disabled have a similar story
— rent and medicine consume what income they
have. Many seniors have said what they receive
from a food pantry used to be a bonus; now it’s a
necessity.

The first question asked when the food truck
arrives is, “Do you have meat today?” This is be-
cause most cannot afford meat.

Fortunately, the food bank almost always
has meat. The mobile pantry usually operates
more than 20 times a week, distributing food to
thousands of Westchester County residents. FBW
estimates that 20 percent of residents are food
insecure. This is engendered by a rapacious “cut-
throat, market-driven culture” and the “fallout” is
this level of hunger and homelessness.

People should not go bankrupt due to an ill-
ness. People should not desist from seeing a doc-
tor because they can’t afford one. We are the only
industrialized western nation without universal
health care. That’s a moral obscenity. Social Se-
curity must be strengthened and enhanced for our
seniors to be able to retire with dignity.

There are many volunteers in Westchester
County who work for food pantries and homeless
shelters who serve their neighbors every day, and
this is an example we should follow.

Excellent Care,
Close to Home

From the latest in imaging technology and cardiovascular treatment to routine medical care
for the whole family, Saint Joseph’s offers the services you need in comfortable, convenient
offices in the community:

Saint Joseph’s Cardiovascular Center
930 Yonkers Avenue, Yonkers, New York

We offer a full range of cardiovascular imaging
services on-site, and patients can see a cardiologist in
comfortable exam rooms and physician offices.

To make an appointment: (914) 308-7350

Saint Joseph’s Imaging at Riverdale
3050 Corlear Avenue, Bronx, New York

The latest in imaging technology is available in an
office setting, including MRI, digital mammography,
ultrasound and DEXA.

To make an appointment: (347) 842-2250

Saint Joseph’s Family Health Center
81 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York

Primary care for the whole family is available by

appointment or on a walk-in basis. We deliver our
services in a patient-centered Care Team approach.

To make an appointment: (914) 375-3200

N2
Saint JosephS
Medical Center

127 South Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701
(914) 378-7000 « www.saintjosephs.org

Enjoy Bedford Audubon

Activities This September

Get a “bids eye” view from the scope at the Hawkwatch.

Bedford Audubon connects people to na-
ture. For more than a century, it has served the
communities of northeastern Westchester and
eastern Putnam counties through experiential
environmental education, conservation research,
and habitat protection.

September begins the annual autumn mi-
gration for many breeding birds who overwinter
in Central and South America. Join the Audubon
this month to experience the miracle of migra-
tion.

Through Dec. 1, “Science in Action: Chest-
nut Ridge Hawkwatch” will take place. Expe-
rience the miracle and wonder of raptor migra-
tion! Join participants at the Chestnut Ridge
Hawkwatch at the Arthur Butler Sanctuary on
Chestnut Ridge Road in Bedford Corners every
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Nov. 5, and then
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Dec. 1, weather
permitting. The data collected will be combined
with other Hawkwatch sites across the conti-
nent to create powerful population and migra-
tion analyses that help better protect raptors and
their habitats.

No registration is necessary.

On Wednesday, Sept. 7 from 7:15 a.m. to
2 p.m., a bird walk featuring the wonders of
fall migration in Central Park with Naturalist
Tait Johansson and expert Central Park birder
Doug Kurz will take place. Central Park, a truly

Complete Pairs of
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914.968.6600

Doctor available 7 days a week.

SterlingOptical.com | f|w]
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extraordinary “migrant trap,” is famous for its
impressive concentrations of landbirds in spring
and fall. Participants stop at the boathouse for
lunch, or bring your own. Meet at Bylane at 6
a.m., or at 72nd Street and Central Park West at
7:15 am.

Advanced registration is requested at info@
bedfordaudubon.org or 914-232-1999.

On Saturday, Sept. 10 from 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., the Audubon will be at the Bedford
Volunteer Fair at the Katonah Village Library.

Then on Sunday, Sept. 11 from 8 to 11 a.m.,
a bird walk along the North County Trailway at
New Croton Reservoir is scheduled. Participate
in a nature walk focused on birds, jointly held
with Yorktown Trail Town as part of a three-part
series titled “Bikes, Boots and Binoculars.” This
event is also part of the Hudson River Valley
Ramble.

This event is near to peak fall migration,
and participants will follow the Trailway south
over the reservoir through woods and shrubland
in search of migrants, as well as year-round resi-
dents. Meet at 8 a.m. at the parking lot at the
intersection of the Trailway and Route 118 in
the Town of Yorktown (just north of where the
North County Trailway crosses the New Croton
Reservoir).

Advanced registration is requested at info@
bedfordaudubon.org or 914-232-1999.
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With Offers

DAILIES® AquaComfort Plus®

Includes Eye Exam &
1 Year Supply

See now, pay later v 6-12 months’ financing available

We accept most insurance! Affinity * UFT * WellCare * Hudson Health

Local 1199 * EyeMed & many more!

*Frames from select group with single-vision lenses. **With purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses, or an annual supply of contact lenses. Contact lens

exam additional. TAfter rebate. With purchase of 8-90 packs of DAILIES® AquaComfort Plus® contact lenses. Rebate form required to be mailed in. $200

rebate will be sent in the form of a prepaid Visa® card to the address provided on the rebate form. DAILIES® AquaComfort Plus® is a trademark of Alcon®,
a Novartis company. Offers cannot be combined with insurance. See store for details. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 9/30/16.
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There, Too, is a
Chill in the Air

By Eric W. Schoen

Temperatures this
week in the 60s? What hap-
pened to the heat and hu-
midity? It is like this every
year. We sweat and then
we take out the sweaters.
What better time to catch
up on some hot topics? I’ve
given you the tools to end
the summer right, and now
it’s time to get back to busi-
ness.

The West Nile Mosquitos
of Yonkers

While the world focus-
es on Zika, the New York
State Health Department did its yearly mos-
quito sampling and where did workers find
mosquitos carrying the West Nile virus? Yes,
good old Yonkers. It’s no laughing matter, but
as always, Yonkers is behind the times when it
comes to issues the world was absorbed with
in years passed.

Obviously, remove standing water from
property, reduce time spent outdoors at dawn
and dusk, and apply bug spray when outside.

I'll go one step further: Years ago, a
friend who tended his garden with loving
care would get bit by mosquitoes and every
other kind of bug on a daily basis. He used
[rish Spring scented soap in the shower, and a
scented laundry detergent to wash his clothes.
He also used a liquid body soap, which can
leave a residue on the body.

I learned a long time ago that during
the summer, if not all year, one should use
unscented soaps like Dove in the bath, and
unscented laundry detergent when washing
clothes. Skip the liquid body soaps, too. Also,
leave perfumes and colognes for family gath-
erings at Christmas and Chanukah, not for
summer barbecues.

Bugs love scents from perfume, soaps
and laundry detergents. And liquid soaps can
leave a residue on the skin. When my friend
switched to unscented products, the bites were
reduced by probably 70 percent. Just a little
tip to keep you safe!

Why Do They Do It?

Olympic swimmer Ryan Lochte and
teammates break into a gas station bathroom
in Rio after a night of partying and claim the
athletes’ taxi had been pulled over on the side
of the road and robbed with a gun cocked to
his head by a man with a fake police badge.
Investigation by the authorities found that the
guy was lying. Millions of dollars of sponsor-
ships for Lochte from companies like Ralph
Lauren go down the drain.

Greedy government officials using their
power and influence to get favors for relatives
and friends receiving kickbacks and sweet-
heart deals. Don’t they realize they will even-
tually get caught, lose their jobs and — with
new laws signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo -
lose their pensions? They end up in jail and
their families end up penniless.

The daughter of the president got caught
at a party taking a drag out of one of those
funny little cigarettes, embarrassing her par-
ents in front of the world.

Someone running for president refuses to
release their tax return, saying they are under
audit and unreleasable — when the IRS says
that is not the case.

I could go on and on where the high
and mighty have fallen because of stupidity.

Eric W. Schoen

Why do they do things to
get themselves in trouble,
causing disgrace for not
only themselves but family
and friends? We will never
know, but sadly, there is
no sign of this stopping.
Something for the psychol-
ogists out there to investi-
gate.

Driving While...

Driving in Asbury
Park, N.J. over the week-
end I had never seen so
many people pulled over,
asked by police to get out
of their cars and walk a
straight line. Unable to do this, many were
handcuffed and most likely charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated.

Driving down the street in Asbury Park
early in the morning toward the beach, the
guy driving the car in front of me stops at a
red light. The light turns green and he has
fallen asleep at the wheel. People go to check
on him and, yep, he’s had a few too many rum
and cokes.

I am at the point in my life when I can’t
worry about these drivers and getting them
help. I have to worry about myself, the peo-
ple in my car, my family, friends and readers
getting injured or killed by these idiots. Are
people not listening to all the “don’t drink and
drive” campaigns our government sponsors?
It’s really scary driving on the roads, so be
careful!

$15 to Get Stuck in Traffic

I visited Delaware several weeks ago and
there was no traffic, no accidents, no con-
struction projects — just open roads.

Sunday night at 9 p.m., coming back from
the shore, there was no traffic on the Garden
State Parkway. Then I hit the Turnpike, where
signs for the George Washington Bridge said
“Upper Level 35 minutes, Lower Level 42
minutes.” I always take the lower level but I
decided to follow the signs to save seven min-
utes getting over the bridge.

The man running the signs must be in an-
other country. Cars were zooming by on the
local lanes to the lower level of the bridge.
And the “quicker” upper level to the bridge?
Let’s just say it’s not fun sitting in an hour and
a half of traffic. Particularly when you have to
use the facilities.

How can the money-grubbing Port Au-
thority fleece us for $15 ($1 or $2 less with
the EZ Pass) to cross from New Jersey to New
York? As Bernie Sanders would say, “We
need a revolution!”

World Relations

For two weeks the youth of the world
sparkled like diamonds in the Olympics in
Rio. So nice that for 14 days they put aside the
economic, social and philosophical concerns
of their respective countries and celebrated
excellence in sports. We salute our Olympi-
ans. May the joy they brought to the world
flow to their respective countries and the
world together with peace, love, good health
and happiness.

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@,
aol.com and follow him on Twitter @ericyo-
nkers. Catch the Westchester Rising Radio
Show featuring Dan Murphy and Eric Schoen
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. on WVOX 1460 on
the A.M. dial or on the Internet at wvox.com
and click on “listen live.”

Tuition Assistance - Jobs - Training

NEW YORK

NATIONALGUARDE=2

1-800-G0-GUARD « NATIONALGUARD.com

* Flexible hours
* Hourly and live-in cases

-

Free Upcoming Training Class
PCA TRAINING CLASS

Are you looking for a rewarding career in the health care industry?
Become a CERTIFIED NYS Personal Care Aide (PCA) for FREE!

We offer Training in Orange, Sullivan, Putnam, Ulster, Dutchess,
and some areas in Westchester County.

Hurry - call and reserve your space. Classes filling up fast!

U sty s

We have IMMEDIATE placement options, in several locations and neighborhoods.
WE OFFER:

e Great incentives and benefits

CALL TODAY — 914-488-0008

e Supportive environment
e Employee rewards program
e Competitive pay

-

Music School to Host
Open House on Sept. 9

Parents of children from 9 months (by Sep-
tember 2016) to 5 years of age are invited to attend
an open house for Hoff-Barthelson Music School’s
Music and Movement Programs for Young Chil-
dren on Friday, Sept. 9 from 10 a.m. to noon at
the school, located at 25 School Lane, Scarsdale.
A class demonstration will take place at 10:30 a.m.

During the open house, parents and prospec-
tive students can meet Hoff-Barthelson’s early
childhood music faculty, experience a Dalcroze
Eurhythmics-based music class for young chil-
dren, chat with current HBMS families, and dis-
cuss class options with the HBMS faculty and
staff. The school’s fall schedule and registration
materials will be available at the open house.

HBMS classes for young children are de-
signed to lay the groundwork for instrumental
study. Classes are grouped by age, including par-

ultimate in peace-of-mind.
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Dedicated Home Care
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A New York State-Licensed Home Heath Care Agency

Hoff-Barthelson faculty member Laura Barnet teaches a music class for young children.

ent/caregiver and child classes for 1- to 2-year-
olds, drop-off classes for 3- and 4-year-olds, “Get-
ting to Know You: Exploring the Instruments” for
kindergarteners, and recorder and Suzuki instru-
mental programs for 5- and 6-year-olds. Aspiring
3%- to 4-year-old violinists can begin early Su-
zuki studies in the HBMS “Pre-Twinklers” class,
a stepping-stone to formal Suzuki training (classes
are limited in size to allow for more individualized
attention).

Young children begin to build a strong mu-
sical foundation in HBMS classes through sing-
ing, focused listening activities, music games and
the playing of rhythm instruments. Progressing
through the classes, children acquire a repertoire
of songs and explore and experience the elements
of music, including beat, rthythmic pattern, pitch,
dynamics and musical phrase.

for those You Love

The above is typical of the comments we get about Community
Home Health Care’s top-rated aides and the services they provide.
So is “The most responsible, loving aide I've ever had for my mother.”

With top-rated Aides and over 33 years of delivering highest-
quality, private pay services to the region, Community stands at
the forefront of Westchester County's home care providers. At
Community, we make sure that your loved ones get a personalized,
unbeatable experience, summed up in 4 words:

Compassion * Trust » Expertise * Reliability

Community can help your family by providing affordable care,
assistance with applying for and arranging payments by Medicaid,
and accepting credit cards for maximum convenience and the

Any day, any time, when you need us, we're there for you!

914-222-CARE
(914-222-2273)

Westchester-HomeCare.com
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Latimer: Block Education
Dept.s Punitive Measures

In a letter to New York
State Commissioner of Edu-
cation MaryEllen Elia, State
Sen. George Latimer has
called on her to use her au-
thority to block the imple-
mentation of any proposed
punitive actions when par-
ents opt their children out of
standardized tests.

Latimer, ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Education
Committee, commended
Elia for opposing the pro-
posed sanctions, which
would reduce funding for
disadvantaged students in
districts with opt-out rates exceeding 5 per-
cent. The commissioner opposed the plan,
proffered a part of a new federal regulation
by U.S. Secretary of Education John King in
her comments on the proposal, and has spoken
out publicly against the idea over the last two
weeks.

In his letter to Elia, Latimer wrote: “We

State Sen. George Latimer

all know that the roll out
of these tests and the ham-
handed implementation cre-
ated huge turmoil, and in no
small part contributed to the
climate of distrust that ex-
ists among some parents.
And since then, you have
been extremely fair, pro-
tecting local school districts
from added confusion and
punishment.”

Latimer pointed out to
Elia that under the proposed
regulation, his district alone
stood to lose more than $15
million in Title I funding, a
program created by President Lyndon Johnson
as part of the War on Poverty.

“My request in this letter is simple: I im-
plore you to pledge that you will neither enact
nor enforce any such punitive measures in the
State of New York if our pleas to abandon this
part of the regulation go unheard by Secretary
King,” wrote Latimer.

Op-Ed: Does New Rochelle
Care About the City’s Kids?

By Peggy Godfrey

There is no doubt that New Rochelle resi-
dents’ concerns and opposition to the RDRXR
downtown plan have been ignored by the city
council. Many people protested the draft envi-
ronmental impact plan, but there was no attempt
by the New Rochelle City Council to modify the
plan before its unanimous vote last year. The
claim was made that only 312 children would be
generated from all the downtown high-rise apart-
ments projected.

Now, the planning board has given its ap-
proval to the proposed 28-story apartment build-
ing over the former Loew’s building. More apart-
ments in the downtown area are being seriously
considered, especially a building across from the
Loew’s building on Huguenot Street.

Not mentioned at recent city council meet-
ings are the number of school children in pro-
jected new apartments that are not in the down-
town overlay zone. This would include Union
Avenue, Park Place, Burling Lane and 730 North
Ave. apartments, as well as the Beckwith Pointe
condominiums. Except for Beckwith Pointe, en-
vironmental impact statements are not available
that would determine impacts such as the abil-
ity of the sewage processing plant to handle extra
sewage, or parking deficits created by inadequate
requirements for the number of parking spaces
needed (now 0.8 or one car per apartment).

The Beckwith Pointe report does not deal
with school children, and certain New Rochelle
officials have stated openly that these children
will go to private schools. Commissioner of
Development Luiz Aragon, in responding to a
Freedom of Information Law request about the
number of children in five new building propos-
als outside of the downtown area, originally said
he would provide a formula that would determine
the number of students in each housing develop-
ment. Shortly thereafter he sent an email with
figures for the Loew’s building, the apartment
across the street on Huguenot Street, and the Bur-
ling Lane building. However, only one of these
buildings is not in the downtown overlay zone,

where school children generation has already
been identified.

These evasive answers to questions about the
children in new developments in New Rochelle
are quite unsettling to the taxpayers of New Ro-
chelle. What kind of city planning has been oc-
curring and how can the city council think it is
playing fair with the taxpayers and homeowners?
One resident’s concern follows...

“The city is being completely irresponsible
and remiss by allowing all of this new unchecked
development,” said Joyce Furfero, chairperson of
the New Rochelle Confederation of Neighbor-
hood Associations.

The city has the responsibility for monitor-
ing the number of students to be generated from
all of this new development and to be sure that
any tax abatements and/or payments in lieu of
taxes are sufficient to guarantee full funding
for future enrollments. The final general envi-
ronmental impact statement for the downtown
overlay zone indicated that several schools in
the New Rochelle school system are already at
or near tipping points. That is, the schools cannot
hold any more students without massive capital
expenditures for expansion.

The city is remiss in allowing so much ad-
ditional development outside of the DOZ, such as
Beckwith Pointe, 730 North Ave., the Lombardi,
Burling Lane and Union Avenue, where it is not
requiring these developers to submit the neces-
sary and proper environmental impact statements
to indicate what the additional students’ burden
will be for the schools. Nor is the city requiring
these developers to provide for future capital im-
provements for schools that will exceed tipping
points.

It is clear that there is a gap on how the resi-
dents perceive what is happening with develop-
ment and how our elected officials and City Hall
employees view this problem. There is certainly
some moral obligation on the part of city officials
and council members to the children of the city to
provide for proper planning. Sadly, children will
be the innocent victims of poor city planning.

Mt. Vernon Man Charged
With Animal Cruelty

One of the abused dogs that was saved.

The SPCA of Westchester announced re-
cently that Vincent Marable, 57, of Mount
Vernon, was arrested by the humane law en-
forcement department and charged with animal
cruelty for confining a dog in the basement of
his building without adequate food or water.

The young pit bull mix was allegedly cov-
ered in filth, emaciated, dehydrated and suffered
from sores all over his body as a result of flea
infestation. He was also reportedly so weak he
could barely stand on his feet.

The Mount Vernon Animal Shelter received
an anonymous tip Aug. 19 about the neglected
animal, and immediately notified the SPCA of
Westchester. The dog was brought to a veteri-
narian for medical attention, then transferred to
the SPCA’s Simpson Clinic for evaluation, fur-
ther treatment and rehabilitation.

During the investigation, the officers found
seven additional neglected dogs on the property.
Two had been chained together at the necks and
tied to a bedroom dresser. Three others were left
outdoors without food or water, and with no pro-

tection from the elements. The remaining two,
a poodle and a Yorkshire terrier, also showed
signs of severe neglect and were in need of vet-
erinary treatment.

All animals were removed from the build-
ing.

“The SPCA is thankful to the citizen who
alerted the authorities of this heinous treatment
of an animal, and we encourage others to do
s0,” said Shannon Laukhuf, SPCA executive
director. “Our Animal Cruelty Hotline is 914-
941-7797 and is completely confidential. As the
investigation continues, we appreciate the col-
laboration of the Mount Vernon Police Depart-
ment and the Mount Vernon Animal Shelter.”

Founded in 1883, the SPCA of Westchester
is the only animal welfare organization in West-
chester County that is mandated by New York
State to enforce its animal cruelty laws. The no-
kill shelter receives no federal, state or county
funding and is not affiliated with the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals.

Greek Fest. is Sept. 8-11

The annual Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church Festival is scheduled Sept. 8 to 11 on
the church grounds, at 10 Mill Road in New
Rochelle. The event features authentic Greek
food and pastries; live music and a DJ, as well
as dancing; a marketplace with jewelry, cloth-
ing, giftware, toys and more; a flea market for
bargain hunters; and Dreamland Amusements
games and rides for all ages.

Hours are 6 to 11 p.m. Sept. 8, 6 p.m. to

midnight Sept. 9, 2 p.m. to midnight Sept. 10,
and 1 to 9 p.m. Sept. 11.

Festival admission is a $2 donation and
free for accompanied children younger than 12.
Ride tickets are $1.50 each, $25 for 20 tickets,
or $50 for 50 tickets, plus one free ride. Rides
take three to five tickets each.

For more information on the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church Festival, call 914-235-
6100, or visit http://htgocnr.org.

Mary G. Versfelt, MD

ON-SITE ESTATE AUCTION

We are honored to present the Estate of Rodney A. Gage
of Kinderhook, NY. Renowned collector of fine gold, silver,
premiere stamps, post cards, firearms & sporting goods.
Single Family Home on 6+- Acres + 2100 + Lots of Coins, Stamps, Post Cards, Memorabilia,
Firearms, Sporting Goods, Household Furnishings, John Deere Tractor & Collectibles.
Real Estate & Household items located at: 2766 Route 9H, Kinderhook, NY 12106
Balance of Lots located at: The Auction Center, 9423 Western Tpke, Delanson, NY 12053

Bidding Begins Online Only: Tuesday, August 16, 2016
Inspections: SEE WEB FOR INFO Bids Begin Closing: (Multiple Rings)
Thurs., Sept. 15th 11:00 AM (EST) (Real Estate, Coins, Stamps & Post Cards)
Fri, Sept. 16th 11:00 AM (EST) (Sporting Goods, Household & Firearms ETC) j

See Website for Terms & Details
www.unclesamauctions.com
AR—aCITY www.collarcityauctions.com ;:',;
» (518) 895-8150 (518) 274-6464

Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers & Real Estate Brokers

REALTY & MGMT.,

DONATE YOUR CAR
Wheels For
Wishes ...

Make-A-Wish®
Hudson Valley

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
ANYWHERE

*We Accept All Vehicles
Running or Not

*Fully Tax Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

* Car Donarion Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs

is retiring from Northeast Medical Group on September 3, 2016.

NORTHEAST MEDICAL GROUP
Pediatrics

26 Rye Ridge Plaza

Rye Brook, NY 10573

or financial information, visit www. wheelsforwishes.org.

” Donate A Boat 4
or Car Today!
Boa JB—\ ngel

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1-800-CAR-ANGEL

www.boatangel.com

\ sponsored by hoat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN

LET Us HoST YOUR
NEXT SPECIAL EVENT...
IN OUR PRIVATE PARTY RoOM
WESTCHESTER’S
FINEST LOCATION FOR
SHOWERS * REHEARSAL DINNERS
INTIMATE WEDDINGS

(up TO 60 PEOPLE)

97 Lake Avenue, Tuckahoe
914.779.7319
elinasoftuckahoe.com
= ~ wwuw. fucegook com/angelinasoftuckahoe
RISlORANl E Open 7 Days. Mon-Thur 11am-10pm ¢ Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

and Sun 12pm-10pm
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Direct Flights to Miami
From West. County Airport
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American Airlines will now fly direct from Westchester to Miami.

Anyone from Westchester who is a frequent
flyer for business or leisure knows that the easi-
est and most convenient way to fly is into and
out of Westchester County Airport. However,
the cost of flights and the availability in the
county airport is sometimes too expensive or
difficult to book seats onto.

Good news from American Airlines recent-
ly revealed that it will launch twice-daily non-
stop service from Westchester County (HPN)
to Miami (MIA) beginning Dec. 15. This new
American Eagle service to Miami is in addition
to daily flights from Westchester to Charlotte,
Chicago, Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.

American serves 129 destinations in 40
countries from its Miami hub, providing cus-
tomers with ideal connections to Central and
South America, the Caribbean and Mexico.
Customers can begin booking travel on this new

route at aa.com.

Flights will be departing Westchester Air-
port at 7 a.m., and arriving in Miami Airport at
10:10 a.m.; and 1:59 p.m. and arriving in Miami
at 5:09 p.m. daily. Two returning flights will take
place from Miami at 9:55 a.m., arriving back in
Westchester at 1:05; and at 8:55 p.m., arriving in
Westchester at 11:30 p.m.

The 76-seat Embraer E-175, operated by
Republic Airlines, features a two-class configu-
ration with 12 first class seats and 64 main cabin
seats.

American Airlines and American Eagle of-
fer an average of nearly 6,700 flights per day to
nearly 350 destinations in more than 50 coun-
tries. American has hubs in Charlotte, Chicago,
Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami, New
York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, and Washington,
D.C.

‘Celebrate Aging’ at
Sept. 14 Village Fair

The county’s “Celebrate Aging Village
Fair” is set for Wednesday, Sept. 14 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Mount Pleasant Commu-
nity Center, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. This
free, intergenerational event will feature every-
thing from clay art and ancient Chinese healing
exercises, to health monitoring and elder law
consultations.

“Each year our ‘Celebrate Aging Village
Fair’ does just that — it celebrates aging,” said
Westchester County Executive Robert Astorino.
“Best of all, the event fosters an intergeneration-
al community spirit, offering upbeat activities
that will keep seniors active, while also connect-
ing with the next generation.”

Registration is requested, but walk-ins are
welcome. To sign up or for more information,
contact Jennifer Crawford at jqsu@westchester-
gov.com or 914-813-6263.

Attractions will include music by the Scar-
borough Singers and a presentation of Qigon-
Tai Chi, an ancient healing exercise to improve
health and reduce stress. Free consultations with
an elder law attorney, geriatric care manager and
social worker will also be available. In addition,
attendees can join the Clay Art Center to ex-

plore and create with clay. Teaching artists will
demonstrate how to coil, pinch and stamp clay
sculptures, which will be included in a large col-
laborative sculpture.

Participants will also have a chance to ex-
perience Westchester County’s Telehealth Inter-
vention Programs for Seniors, where they can
have their vital signs — blood pressure, pulse,
blood oxygen level and weight — monitored for
free. Seniors can also receive an assessment to
see if they can benefit from any support servic-
es, such as nutrition, transportation, housing or
caregiving.

To commemorate September as “Intergen-
eration Month,” a Harrison High School student
will showcase her work on interviews with se-
niors.

The Celebrate Aging Village Fair is spon-
sored by Westchester County’s Department of
Senior Programs and Services, the Westchester
Public/Private Partnership for Aging Services
and its award-winning Livable Communities
Initiative, and the Livable Communities Age-
FriendlyCommunity Sustainability Collabora-
tive. The Mount Pleasant Community Center is
a CO-Sponsor.

A Baloney

Continued from Page 1

requires more disclosure from lobbyists and po-
litical consultants who have clients with business
before the state and who provide service to elected
officials in Albany. The new law also applies more
rules for nonprofit organizations, and those who
examine and sometimes criticize government, by
forcing them to disclose their donors. This will
make it more difficult for non-profits — who are
obviously not the problem of corruption in Albany
— to raise money and do their job exposing corrup-
tion and shady government business in the capital.

A Cuomo spokesperson foolishly responded
to questions about including nonprofits in the
ethics bill but not rules for legislators, by saying
“good-government groups are all for transparency,
except when it applies to them.”

Ken Lovett from the Daily News and Fred
Dicker of the New York Post, the two journalistic
watchdogs of New York State government, struck
down the bill immediately in their columns and ra-
dio shows.

“Susan Lerner, executive director of Common
Cause/NY, said the law does not address the root
causes of corruption, including outside income
earned by lawmakers and a loophole that allows
businesses to give virtually unlimited amounts of
campaign donations,” wrote Lovett.

“Common Cause/NY is deeply disappointed
that Gov. Andrew Cuomo has chosen to ignore the
causes of systematic corruption in Albany, and in-
stead wrongfully punish organizations’ proper and
lawful collaboration to more effectively advocate
for their causes,” added Lerner.

Another interesting part of the ethics bill is
that it was passed in June but signed by the gover-
nor in the middle of the summer.

Criticism of the bill has come from the left
and the right of the political spectrum. “This pho-
ny ethics reform bill was the product of backroom
dealing, passed in the dead of night by legislators
who didn’t have time to read it,” said Reclaim New
York Executive Director Brandon Muir. “Now, it’s
been signed behind closed doors, 67 days after it
was pushed through with a ‘Message of Necessity’
to skip a three-day review period.

“Every step of the way, Albany has stabbed

New Yorkers who demanded real ethics reform
right in the back,” she continued. “Their attacks on
transparency, and abuse of the Constitution, have
resulted in laws that do nothing to fix the corrup-
tion that has led politician after politician away
in handcuffs. Instead, they turned on citizens and
made it harder for them to speak out... A dirty pro-
cess like this will never yield clean government.
Legislative leaders and the governor should be
ashamed of this disgrace.”

“The Legislature and the governor missed
a huge opportunity in responding to the (public)
outcry,” added Dick Dadey of Citizens Union.
“Ninety percent of New Yorkers wanted action on
ethics reform that basically dealt with preventing
corruption, and they did nothing.” He was refer-
ring to a Quinnipiac poll conducted that found that
more than 90 percent of New Yorkers said they
think corruption is a serious problem and want ac-
tion on ethics reform.

The “baloney sandwich” that we refer to in
our headline is this so-called ethics bill that was
passed to show the voters that our legislators in
Albany are trying to control themselves. Let the
readers and voters in Westchester realize and un-
derstand this is not what happened. No meaningful
ethics reform has been passed and if you receive a
piece of mail this fall from an Assembly member or
senator who claims that ethics reform was passed,
send it to our newspapers and we will feature it and
hold them accountable for deceptive politics.

Pay raises for our legislators should not be
passed until we get meaningful ethics reform.
Some senators and Assembly members have said
that should be the case. As union members across
the country get a new contract by giving back
something to help pay for it, so should our state
politicians. If they want a raise, then give some-
thing back for your pay raises — to the people and
taxpayers.

That can be ethics reform... or it can be
term limits for leadership positions in the Senate
and Assembly, or even getting the ball rolling on
a State Constitution amendment to strip pensions
from the likes of Sheldon Silver and Dean Skelos.

Don’t hold your breath for any real ethics re-
form to come from Albany before Election Day.
The capital gave us our baloney sandwich, which
we can eat and accept, or throw it in the garbage
and demand more.

From the Mayor and Town Hall

As the summer winds
down, I would like to bring
your attention to a highly an-
ticipated  end-of-the-season
event: Back by popular de-
mand, the Brentwood Pool
Puppy Plunge will take place
Tuesday, Sept. 6 through Fri-
day, Sept. 9 from 5 to 7 p.m.
and on Saturday, Sept. 10
and Sunday, Sept, 11 from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The lucky
dogs of Harrison are invited
to swim at the Brentwood
Pool before it’s drained for
the season. Due to health reg-
ulations, only dogs will be al-
lowed in the pool during this
special event.

No registration is neces-
sary and this event is free of charge for all Har-
rison residents.

I would also like to promote an exciting
program scheduled to take place at the Harrison
Public Library: Residents and their families are
invited Saturday, Sept. 10 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in Riis Park, across from Town Hall, for the Play
2 Learn Festival —a free event celebrating the im-
portance of play in the formative years.

There will be eight different play zones with
more than 20 hands on activities. The festival
will include games, arts and crafts, live music,
food truck vendors, raffles and fun-filled play
stations for children. There will also be informa-
tive parenting workshops for adults. I encourage
everyone to take advantage of this wonderful

Harrison Mayor Ron Belmont

program.

As summer comes to a
close and storm season ap-
proaches, I want to bring your
attention to a very important
and underutilized communi-
cation option: In storms past,
many Harrison residents
were unable to receive my
robo-calls, as their phone ser-
vice was interrupted during
the storm. Forwarding your
calls to an additional phone
number (for example, your
cell phone) can increase your
availability (especially if you
are away from the telephone
that is diverting calls to an-
other number) for an extend-
ed period of time.

To forward your home phone number or
landline to a cell phone, you must consult with
your landline service provider to confirm that the
call-forwarding feature is an option. Generally,
the customer can enter numerical codes, using a
landline or home phone, to initiate the call-for-
warding option.

Lastly, Harrison Public Schools will be
back in session soon and I would like to remind
motorists to be more aware and cautious as chil-
dren begin their new school year by walking to
and from our area schools. I encourage parents
to take the time to talk to their children about
safety and the importance of crossing at a traffic
signal or crosswalk as they travel back and forth
to school.

Deskovic Heads

Continued from Page 1

with the help of The Innocence Project. Further
DNA testing via the DNA Databank not only
reaffirmed his innocence, but also identified the
actual perpetrator, who was serving time for
having killed a mother of two just a few years
after committing the 1989 murder.

Deskovic was denied a re-opening of the
case by former Westchester District Attorney
Jeanine Pirro, who also declined requests to
have additional DNA testing performed to prove
his innocence. It was DA Janet DiFiore who au-
thorized the DNA test, which led to Deskovic’s
exoneration.

Instead of taking a path of anger and rage
toward the judicial system and society that
wrongfully took away most of his young adult-
hood, Deskovic fought for change. After his
release, he graduated from Mercy College with
a bachelor’s degree in behavioral science, and
John Jay College of Criminal Justice with a
master’s degree. He has delivered more than
100 presentations across the country, authored
more than 200 articles on wrongful convictions,
and made appearances in front of the New York
State and Connecticut legislatures.

In 2011, he formed the Jeffrey Deskovic
Foundation for Justice, which has exonerated
two wrongfully convicted prisoners.

Deskovic, who will start attending law
school at the Elizabeth Haub School of Law
at Pace University this semester, explained:
“While I have exonerated two people with the
help of my nonprofit organization, I want to
be able to more directly help others who were
wrongfully convicted, just as [ was. [ want to go
from coaching on the sidelines, to exonerating
others directly.”

Deskovic’s narrative fits into today’s na-
tionwide discussion about our police and the
communities they serve. Another question that
really can’t be answered is: What does society
do with the Deskovics who are released but have
troubles from their time in prison and need help?

Liliana Segura, a journalist with a longtime
focus on prisons, prisoners and the failings and
excessiveness of the U.S. criminal justice sys-
tem, who writes for theintercept.com, wrote
about the Deskovic Foundation’s efforts to aid
William Lopez, who was freed from prison and
was the foundation’s first exoneree that they
helped.

She wrote: “On a snowy evening in late
March, just over a year after walking out of pris-
on, where he had spent 23 years for a crime he
didn’t commit, William Lopez entered a CVS in
the Bronx and did something inexplicable. After
paying for a prescription at the pharmacy coun-
ter, he paused to grab some other things — two
sticks of Old Spice deodorant and some allergy
medicine. Then, without paying, and in full view
of a security guard, he walked out. Police were
called and Lopez was arrested.

“Lopez told his lawyer he had been pre-
occupied and took the items by accident... But
Deskovic, Lopez’s closest friend, heard a dif-
ferent explanation — one that disturbed him. To
him, Lopez confessed, ‘He committed a petty
theft to get re-incarcerated.’

“Deskovic was stunned. Just a few weeks
earlier, The New York Times had published a
long profile featuring both of them, showing
Lopez moving on with his life — singing kara-
oke and bonding with other former New York
inmates who had been released after wrongful
convictions... No one could have guessed he
would sabotage his freedom by shoplifting $30
worth of stuff.”

Lopez’s actions seem inexplicable to most
of us. But then, most of us haven’t served de-
cades in prison for a crime we didn’t commit.
Segura lets Deskovic explain his friend’s state
of mind:

“Lopez was ‘in a dark place,” Deskovic
says. And to a certain degree, he understood.
Himself exonerated in 2006 after spending 16
years in prison for a rape and murder he did not

commit, Deskovic had fought his own demons
after being released. But not only did he survive,
in 2012 he founded the Jeffrey Deskovic Foun-
dation for Justice, with the mission of finding
and freeing others like himself.

“Lopez was the organization’s first suc-
cess story — Deskovic proudly walked him out
of Brooklyn Supreme Court in January 2013.
Then, he refused to leave his side. Deskovic
knew too well how hard it is to emerge from
prison to, as he puts it, ‘a world that you don’t
belong to.” He wanted his foundation to ensure
that new exonerees did not struggle as much
as he had. So Deskovic tried to provide Lopez
with all the things the state had not: a temporary
apartment, some money to get by, and guidance
on everything from cell phones to the subway. In
the process, the two became fast friends.

““I saw a lot of myself in him,” Deskovic
says, ‘even though he was a lot older than me.’

“On the day he walked into that CVS, Des-
kovic says, Lopez had no desire to go back to
prison — quite the opposite. But he had become
convinced that it was inevitable and wanted to
control how it happened. Lopez was convicted
in 1990 of shooting and killing a drug dealer in
Brighton Beach, Brooklyn, despite a complete
lack of credible evidence. The federal judge who
released him called his case ‘rotten from day
one,” lambasting prosecutors as ‘overzealous
and deceitful,” and urged the state to apologize.
Yet Lopez’s ordeal was far from over.

“Veteran Brooklyn District Attorney
Charles Hynes refused to drop the charges
against Lopez, instead filing an appeal to rein-
state his conviction. Never mind that ‘the pros-
ecution’s evidence was flimsy to begin with,’
as U.S. District Judge Nicholas Garaufis wrote,
‘and has since been reduced to rubble by facts
arising after trial.” Hynes wanted to send Lopez
back to prison anyway.

“So, even as Lopez celebrated his first year
of freedom over lasagna and wine this past Jan-
uary, the fear of prison haunted him. As court
dates in the appeal approached, ‘it started to play
a larger and larger role in his mind,” Deskovic
says, ‘to the point where he was mentally pre-
paring himself to be re-incarcerated.” Lopez’s
arrest at CVS came just over a week before oral
arguments were scheduled to start.

“‘There was an element of me that was an-
gry at him,” Deskovic recalls. But he knew Lo-
pez was driven by fear. Both men had seen peo-
ple sent back to prison because prosecutors did
not want to admit to a wrongful conviction. For
Lopez, the dread was too much to handle. ‘He
said, look, Jeff, if I’m gonna go back, why wait?
Let me get used to it.” His original sentence had
been 25 years to life; he thought he would have a
shot at getting out on parole. However irrational
it seemed, for Lopez, it felt like a way to control
his own destiny.

“Lopez didn’t go to jail for his shoplifting.
He was later cleared by newly elected Brooklyn
DA Kenneth Thompson, who ran on a campaign
to clean up the mess that Hynes had created.
Sadly, just a couple months after his name had
finally been cleared, Lopez died from an asthma
attack.

“To Deskovic, this reality is far more cruel
than what the headlines claimed. Had Lopez
become financially stable more quickly, maybe
he would have been less burdened. Maybe he
would still be alive. “Why does it need to be this
long, drawn-out process? It doesn’t seem fair or
just to me,” he says. ‘It typically takes less than
a year to wrongfully convict people. Why does
it take so much longer to compensate them? Is
it because the defendant in one case is a regular
person and in the other defendant is the state?’”
(End of Segura article.)

Jeft, on behalf of the people we entrusted in
law enforcement and our Westchester prosecus-
tors who did not properly review and enforce the
law, the more than $40 million in damages you
have been rewarded by Westchester and Putnam
County law enforcement cannot bring back the
thousands of days you spent in prison for noth-
ing. Good luck in law school.

To learn more visit www.deskovic.org.
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Classifieds

ANTIQUES ¢ ART ¢« COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture,
silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records,
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports
cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-654-1683.

DELIVERY DRIVER NEEDED-Delivery
driver wanted for weekly newspapers in Yonkers
and Westchester County. Experience and own
auto preferred. To apply send email to risingme-
diagroup@gmail.com

LICENSED THERAPISTS NEEDED - for
Early Intervention SLP, OT, PT, SI, SW, Psych
Cases in Westchester County for ages 0-3 with de-
velopmental delays Send resume to HR@skhov.
org

ADOPTION: Unplanned Pregnancy? Need
help? FREE assistance: caringstaff, counsel-
ing and financial help. You choose the loving,
pre-approved adoptive parents. Joy 1-866-922-
3678www.ForeverFamiliesThroughAdoption.org.
Hablamos Espanol.

ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE-BRIM-
FIELD’S, Famous Outdoor Antique/ Collectibles
Show of 5,000 Dealers starts Tuesday September
6th. Info on 20 individual show openings-www.
brimfield.com September 6th-11th 2016.

AUCTION, 3 INTRACOASTAL WATER-
WAY LOTS w/ Pier, North Myrtle Beach, SC
in Horry County, Online w/ Bid Center, Auction
Ends 9/8/16 at 2pm, Iron Horse Auction Com-
pany, Inc., ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248,
SCAL1684

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make -A -Wish. We
offer free towing and your donation is 100% tax
deductible. Call 914 -468 -4999 Today!

TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR
COLLECTIBLES! -WE  BUY  Baseball
Cards,Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, Golf
[tems, Art, Jewelry, ComicsEtc., Call Joe Today
@ 914-310-5153

PRIVACY HEDGES, LIMITED SUPPLY,
61t Arborvitae, Fast Growing, Reg $129 Now $69,

Beautiful, Bushy, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery, Other Trees Available! 844-
592-3327, www.lowcosttreefarm.com

LENDER ORDERED SALE! CATSKILL
MOUNTAINS! 39 acres -$99,900 Valley views,
fields, woods, Twn rd, utils! EZ terms 888 -905
-8847

CATSKILL MOUNTAIN LAKE LOT! 2
HOURS NY CITY! 14 acres -$79,900 exclusive
access to beautiful mountain lake, wooded priva-
cy, priced WAY BELOW MARKET! Terms avail!
888 -479 -3394

ABANDONED FARM LAND SALE! 16
acres -$29,900 Gorgeous upstate NY setting!
Woods, meadows, nice views, apple trees, coun-
try road frontage just west of Cooperstown Lakes!
Terms avail! Call 888 -701 -7509 or New York-
LandandLakes.com

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy
Harris Bed Bug Killers/ KIT Complete Treatment
System. Available: Hardware Stores, The Home
Depot, homedepot.com

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4397.00
-MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill -Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to
ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 1 -800 -578 -1363 Ext.300N

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/partial weeks.
Call for FREE brochure. Open daily. Holiday
ResortServices. 1-800-638-2102. Online reserva-
tions: www.holidayoc.com

SWANTEDS CASH PAID FOR PRE-1980
COMIC BOOKS & STAR WARS ACTION
FIGURES. Original Comic Art-Sports Cards &
Autographed Memorabilia-1990’s MagictheGath-
ering Call WILL: 800-242-6130 buying@getcash-
forcomics.com

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired.Payment
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! Call
JENNI Today! 800-413-3479 www.CashForY-
ourTestStrips.com

Notice of formation of
AVILOH CONSULTING SO-

Notice of formation of WTC

Notice of formation of K.O.

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS AND NOTICE

Index No. 62297/2015
Date Filed: 7/29/2016

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHES-
TER

Digital Federal Credit Union,

Plaintiff,

-against-
Ramana Chitti a/k/a Ramana Moorthy Chitti; Shobha Kalyanaswamy, if she be living
or dead, her spouse, heirs, devisees, distributees and successors in interest, all of
whom and whose names and places of residence are unknown to Plaintiff; The Board
of Managers of the Valimar
Homeowners Association; State of New York; and “JOHN DOE”, said name being
fictitious, it being the intention of Plaintiff to designate any and all occupants of prem-
ises being foreclosed herein, and any parties, corporations or entities, if any, having
or claiming an interest or lien upon the
mortgaged premises,
Defendants.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 86 Legacy Circle, White Plains, NY 10603

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve
a copy of your answer, or a notice of appearance on the attorneys for the Plaintiff
within thirty (30) days after the service of this summons, exclusive of the day of ser-
vice. The United States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, may
appear within sixty (60) days of service hereof. In case of your failure to appear or
answer, judgment will be taken against you by

default for the relief demanded in the complaint.

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: The foregoing Summons is served upon
you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Hon. Charles D. Wood, a Justice of
the Supreme Court, Westchester County, entered July 29, 2016 and filed with the
complaint and other papers in the Westchester County Clerk’s Office.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT THE OBJECT of the
above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure $774,000.00 and inter-
est, recorded in the Westchester County Clerk’s Office on April 21, 2008, in Control
Number 481061248 covering premises known as 86 Legacy Circle, White Plains, NY
10603 a/k/a Section 7.280, Block 111, Lot 86

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the prem-
ises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above,
Plaintiff designates Westchester County as the place of trial. Venue is based upon the
County in which the mortgaged premises is situated.

NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY SERVING
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE MORTGAGE COM-
PANY WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE EN-
TERED AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR HOME.

SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS

LUTIONS Arts. Of Org. filed
with the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on June 1 st , 2016.
Office location: Westchester
County. The street address
is: 1767 Central Park Av-
enue, Suite 326. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
served to: The LLC, 1767
Central Park Avenue, Suite
326, Yonkers, NY 10710.
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6795 07/29 - 09/02

Solutions LLC Arts. Of Org.
filed with the Sect’y of State
of NY (SSNY) on 5/27/15.
Office location: Westchester.
The street address is: 675
Pelham Rd # F7, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10805. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
served to: c/o United States
Corporation Agent Inc. 7014
13 Ave. Suite 202 Brooklyn,
NY 11228 Purpose: any law-
ful act.

#6796 07/29 - 09/02

ARTS LLC Arts. Of Org. filed
with the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on JUNE 1ST, 2016.
Office location: WESTCHES-
TER. The street address is:
1853 CENTRAL PARK AVE-
NUE, APT 8D, YONERS NY
10710. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served
to: GUN ORACHANTARA,
1853 CENTRAL PARK AVE-
NUE, APT 8D, YONERS NY
10710. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#6797 07/29 - 09/02

Notice of formation of 32-13
85th St. LLC Arts. Of Org.
filed with the Sect’y of State
of NY (SSNY) on 6/30/2016.
Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
served to: 32-13 85th St.
LLC c/o Walsh & Amicucci
LLP, 1133 Westchester Av-
enue White Plains, New York
10604. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#6798 08/05 —09/09

Notice of formation of
PRIME-NELSON SPEECH
SERVICES PLLC Arts. Of
Org. filed with the Secty
of State of NY (SSNY) on
7/15/16. Office location:
Westchester County. The
street address is: 3 Daven-
port Avenue 2B New Ro-
chelle NY 10805. SSNY has
been designated as agent
of the PLLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess served to: PRIME-NEL-
SON SPEECH SERVICES,
PLLC 3 DAVENPORT AVE-
NUE #2B NEW ROCHELLE
NY 10805. Purpose: any
lawful act.

#6808 08/26 — 09/30

Notice of formation of MET-
ROPOLITAN SPEECH AND
LANGUAGE THERAPY,
PLLC Arts. Of Org. filed
with the Sect’y of State of
NY (SSNY) on AUGUST
9, 2016. Office location:
WESTCHESTER. The street
address is: 122 DUXBURY
ROAD. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served
to: DANIELLE BUFFAMAN-
TE, 122 DUXBURY ROAD,
PURCHASE, NY 10577.
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6809 08/26 — 09/30

PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUM-
MONS AND PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY.
SENDING A PAYMENT TO YOUR MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL NOT STOP THIS

FORECLOSURE ACTION.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER

WITH THE COURT.

Dated: June 6, 2016
Frank M. Cassara, Esq.

Senior Associate Attorney
SHAPIRO, DICARO & BARAK, LLC Attorneys for Plaintiff

175 Mile Crossing Boulevard

Rochester, New York 14624

(585) 247-9000

Fax: (585) 247-7380
Our File No. 15-041887
#89214

#3225 08/12/16 — 09/02/16

Notice of formation of Grip-
Side Film Equipment LLC
Arts. Of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 7/6/2016. Office location:
Westchester County. The
street address is: 16 N High
Street, EImsford, NY 10523.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: Christo-
pher Gamiello, 16 N High
Street, EImsford, NY 10523.
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6801  08/05 — 09/09

Notice of formation of Global
Peace Warriors, LLC Arts.
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y
of State of NY (SSNY) on
4/5/2016. Office location:
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 123 Mamaroneck
avenue unit 401, Mama-
roneck, NY, 10543. SSNY
has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: Global
Peace Warriors, LLC Attn:
Natalia Konyushenko, 123
Mamaroneck avenue unit
401, Mamaroneck, New
York, 10543. Purpose: any
lawful act.

#6802 08/05 - 09/09

Notice of formation of Man:
gia Freddo, LLC Arts. Of Org
filed with the Sect’y of State
of NY (SSNY) on 5/19/16
Office location: N.Y.S. De:
partment of State, Divisior
of Corporation and State
Records, Albany, NY 12231-
0001 Westchester County
The street address is: 17¢€
Woodland Avenue, Yonkers
NY 10703 . SSNY has beer
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served
SSNY shall mail process
served to: LegalZoom.com
Inc., 9900 Spectrum Drive
Austin, TX, 78717. Purpose
any lawful act.

#6803 08/05 — 09/09

Notice of formation of THE
GARDEN ROOM NY, LLC
Arts. Of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 5/16/16. Office location:
WESTCHESTER  County.
The street address is: 535
THIRD AVENUE, PELHAM,
NY 10803. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
served to: ERIC BERMAN,
42 SOMERSET DRIVE,
COMMACK, NY 11725. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#6810 08/26 — 09/30

Notice of formation of 100-11
Ascan Ave. LLC Arts. Of Org.
filed with the Sect'y of State
of NY (SSNY) on 6/30/2016.
Office location: Westchester
County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served to:
100-11 Ascan Ave. LLC clo
Walsh & Amicucci LLP, 1133
Westchester Avenue White
Plains, New York 10604.
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6799 08/05 —09/09

Notice of formation of 30-23
85th St. LLC Arts. Of Org.
filed with the Sect’y of State
of NY (SSNY) on 6/30/2016.
Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
served to: 30-23 85th St.
LLC c/o Walsh & Amicucci
LLP, 1133 Westchester Av-
enue White Plains, New York
10604. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#6800 08/05 — 09/09

Notice of formation of High-
line Risk Solutions, LLC Arts.
Of Org. filed with the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/25/2015. Office location:
Westchester County. The
street address is: 5 Glen-
brook Dr., New Rochelle, NY
10804. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served
to: Highline Risk Solutions,
5 Glenbrook Dr., New Ro-
chelle, NY 10804. Purpose:
any lawful act.

#6804 08/12-09/16

Notice of formation of BLUE
SPRUCE SELF STORAGE
LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with
the Sect'y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 5/18/2016. Of-
fice location: WESTCHES-
TER. The street address is:
4 GROVE ROAD, NORTH
WHITE PLAINS, NY 10603.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: KEN-
NETH W KAUFFMAN JR,
4 GROVE ROAD, NORTH
WHITE PLAINS, NY 10603.
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6805 08/12 -09/16

Computer Repair, Upgrade,
and Troubleshooting
Cracked Laptop Screen,
Broken Power Jack

Virus Removal, Data Recovery

Call James at

646-281-4475 - 718-324-4332

Notice of formation of Veristar
Realty Group, LLC (“VRG”).
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY
on 07/06/16. Office location
West. Cnty. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
may be served, and shall
mail process served to VRG,
1 Walworth Terr, WP, NY
10606. Purpose any lawful
purpose.

#6806 08/12-09/16

Notice of formation of Neigh-
borhood Restoration Part-
ners (NY), LLC (“NRP”).
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY
on 07/07/16. Office location
West. Cnty. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
may be served, and shall
mail process served to NRP,
1 Walworth Terr, WP, NY
10606. Purpose any lawful
purpose.

#6807 08/12-09/16
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Seniors and Health Care

Lowey Urges Reduced Cost
Of Life-Saving EpiPens

Congresswoman Nita
Lowey, the senior Demo-
crat on the House Appropri-
ations Committee, recently
sent a letter to Mylan Chief
Executive Officer Heather
Bresch expressing concern
over the skyrocketing cost
of EpiPens.

“According to various
news accounts, the price
of EpiPen has increased
400 percent since 2007,”
wrote Lowey. “Such a dra-
matic increase in the cost
of live-saving medication
is of tremendous concern.
Food allergies, which often require immedi-
ate medical intervention, affect an estimated
15 million Americans, including one in every
13 children.”

Access to EpiPens remains as critical now
as ever, particularly ahead of a new school
year. In the letter, Lowey appealed directly to
Bresch, urging Mylan to take immediate steps
to lower the cost of these life-saving devices.

“Such a dramatic increase in the cost of
live-saving medication is of tremendous con-
cern,” continued Lower. “While a variety of

Rep. Nita Lowey

allergies result in the pre-
scription of EpiPens, as
you are well aware, food
allergies, which often re-
quire immediate medical
intervention, affect an es-
timated 15 million Ameri-
cans, including one in ev-
ery 13 children.

“Access to EpiPens
remains as critical now
as ever. According to my
constituents, if the price of
EpiPen continues to rise,
medical personal, school
officials and family mem-
bers could be forced to use
cheaper options, such as manual syringes,
which are more complicated to administer
and less effective. We could face a situation
in which millions of families and schools sim-
ply cannot afford to keep the device on hand,
which would be catastrophic.

“Particularly ahead of a new school year,
I urge you to take immediate steps to lower
the cost of critically-needed EpiPens, which
are essential for the health and well-being of
millions of children and adults,” concluded
Lowey.

Peter Falk’s Law Becomes
A Reality in New York

By Anthony Enea, Esq.

For 10 years, Peter Falk brilliantly portrayed
Lt. Columbo, a Los Angeles Police Department
detective of Italian descent, in the hit television se-
ries “Columbo” that ran from 1968 to 1978. While
wearing his trademark wrinkled raincoat, chroni-
cally absent-minded and perpetually disheveled,
Columbo would quickly and intellectually disarm
a suspected murderer. Through skilled and insight-
ful questioning, and with a keen eye for detail, he
was able to solve the most complex homicides.

However, putting Hollywood fantasies aside,
Falk, a native New Yorker and graduate of Ossin-
ing High School and Syracuse University, sadly
spent his last days allegedly suffering from the
ravages of Alzheimer’s disease while isolated from
his family and friends by his second wife, who was
his court-appointed conservator under California
Law. As Falk’s conservator, she allegedly pre-
vented Falk’s daughter and other family members
from visiting him, failed to notify them of major
changes in his condition, and even allegedly failed
to notify them of his demise in 2011 and his funeral
arrangements.

Because of her heart-breaking experience,
his daughter, Catherine Falk, has fought to have
legislation passed nationwide, known as Peter
Falk’s Law, which provides specific guidelines that
guardians/conservators for an incapacitated person
must comply with relevant visitation rights and no-
tice of end of life.

In New York, bill A. 3461-C/S.5154-C was
passed by the Assembly and Senate and, July 21,
2016, Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed the legislation
into law. Thus, New York has become one of the
many states that has adopted Peter Falk’s Law.

As a result of the enactment of Peter Falk’s
Law, the Mental Hygiene Law of New York was
amended with three new paragraphs relevant to
Guardianship duties. They include:

“The order of appointment shall identify the
person entitled to receive notice of the incapaci-
tated person’s death, the intended disposition of the
remains of the decedent, funeral arrangements and
final resting place when that information is known
or can be reasonably ascertained by the guardian,”

“The order of appointment may identify the
person or persons entitled to notice of the incapaci-
tated person’s transfer to a medical facility.”

And, “The order of appointment may identify
the person entitled to visit the incapacitated person,
if they so choose. However, the identification of
such persons in the order shall in no way limit the
person entitled to visit the incapacitated person.”

Clearly, the intent of Peter Falk’s Law is to
ensure that children from a previous marriage,
as well as other family members, are not denied
the right to visit their incapacitated parent and/or
loved one by a current spouse who is a guardian/
conservator with whom they may have a poor rela-
tionship. The law in essence requires that the court
appointing a guardian to address the issue of visi-
tation, notice of transfer to a medical facility and
death in the initial order appointing a guardian for
the incapacitated person.

Ultimately, the goal is to prevent a guardian
from improperly isolating his or her ward and/or
limiting visitation.

Anthony Enea, Esq. is the managing member
of Enea, Scanlan and Sirignano, LLP, with offices
in White Plains and Somers. He can be reached at
914-948-1500 or A.Enea@esslawfirm.com.

Playland’s Future

Continued from Page 1

over the new public-private partnership agreement
that was completed between Westchester County
and Standard Amusements, differing opinions on
the future of the pool at Playland, and “mega”
amusement park Legoland being built one hour
away, all raise questions about whether Playland
will remain as is — a county-owned amusement
park that loses a couple of million dollars a year.
The County Board of Legislators recently
met to discuss the lawsuit filed by Rye Mayor Joe
Sack, alleging that that the county should not be
the lead agency in certifying compliance with the
State Environmental Quality Review Act and that
Sack and the City of Rye weren’t aware that West-
chester County was conducting the necessary SE-
QRA analysis for the redevelopment of Playland.
The majority of the Litigation Commit-
tee meeting was conducted in executive session
because the discussion took place between leg-
islators and the county attorney about litigation
strategy, which means it is protected as commu-
nication between an attorney and his clients and
exempt from the state’s Open Meetings Law. Fol-
lowing the meeting, legislators expressed confi-
dence that the county fully complied with SEQRA
and sharply disagreed with Sack’s claims.
Legislator Lyndon Williams of Mount Ver-
non, a practicing attorney and chairwoman of the
Litigation Committee, said: “The City of Rye’s
contention that Westchester County should not
be the lead agency for the SEQRA review associ-
ated with the work at Playland is not supported
by arguments made in the city’s complaint nor by
any precedent. Playland is a county park on coun-
ty-owned property, which makes Westchester
County the party responsible for the environmen-
tal review. If the county were to cede that respon-
sibility to the City of Rye, it would establish an
improper and likely deleterious precedent for all

the other county park properties throughout West-
chester. This precedent could greatly increase the
timeline for all county renovations and repairs.”

Legislator Gordon Burrows of Yonkers and
Bronxville, who is also a practicing attorney and
a member of the Litigation Committee, added:
“The City of Rye’s claim that they were unaware
of the county planning department’s ongoing SE-
QRA review and that the review did not take ‘a
hard look at” environmental impacts is, frankly,
preposterous. Not only were the county’s activi-
ties well documented in local media, the mayor’s
office accommodated public hearings on the mat-
ter in the Rye City Council’s own chambers. The
notion that Mayor Sack could have remained ig-
norant to the county’s protracted review process
strains credulity. I am confident the county will
prevail in court.”

Playland operated as it always has this sum-
mer, with Standard Amusements set to begin run-
ning and improving the park next year. A $1.5
million payment was due to the county from
Standard and its principal Nick Singer, but there
has been no public comment or discussion on this
payment, which some believe was not met.

The future of the Playland pool has also been
debated by the county, the new operator and the
BOL. Some want the pool to stay, while others
want it removed for another use.

In Goshen, a mega-amusement, 117-acre
Legoland is currently under review, with support-
ers and opponents speaking out on the park, that
some believe will take away revenue and visitors
from Playland, which is just under 60 miles away.

Standard Amusement wants to put in two
new marquee rides, which some believe the park
needs to bring in more riders. A rendering of one
of the rides is our photo on the front page.

Singer continues to be optimistic about the
future of Playland starting next year. “This place
is going to be an absolute gem and a huge asset
to Westchester County for generations to come,”
he said.

New York-Presbyterian/Hudson Valley
Hospital recently announced a series of com-
munity events available to the public during the
month of September.

“Breast Cancer Survivor Cooking for
Health” is scheduled Sept. 1 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at NYP/Hudson Valley Hospital,
1992 Crompond Road, Cortlandt Manor. In
this unique cooking class, breast cancer survi-
vors have the opportunity to learn about healthy
foods that increase energy and promote recov-
ery and healing. Chef Emilie Berner has devel-
oped a seasonal nutritious lesson accompanied
by hands-on cooking in the Chef Peter X. Kelly
Teaching Kitchen. Attendees will sample the nu-
tritious and healing meals they create in class.

To register, call 914-734-3780.

A farmers’ market is scheduled Sept. 6 and

Wellness Events at
Hudson Valley Hospital

20 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the main lobby at
NYP/Hudson Valley Hospital, 1980 Crompond
Road. Stop by the bi-monthly farmers’ mar-
ket, held on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month through November, to purchase fresh
fruits, vegetables and herbs. Also available at
the market are locally baked goods, jams, ketch-
up, body products, dog treats, wood-fired pizza,
Mediterranean lunches and locally, grass-fed
beef. EBT/SNAP customers welcome.

Free, flexible transportation is available
within a five-mile radius. Call Act Now Taxi at
914-930-7888 by 5 p.m. Monday to reserve your
ride.

A breastfeeding support group is scheduled
Sept. 9 and 23 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Join other
breastfeeding moms the second and fourth Fri-
day of every month to share stories and support.

Phelps Hospital’s Healthy Life series of-
fers the community a wide range of programs
on health-related subjects, as well as numerous
health screenings and support groups. All events
are free and take place on the Phelps campus, 701
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, unless otherwise
noted.

On Monday, Sept. 5, “Look Good... Feel Bet-
ter” is scheduled from6 to 8 p.m. at 755 N. Broad-
way, in room 545. This free two-hour workshop
teaches beauty techniques to women undergoing
cancer treatment. It includes a hair consultation
with a professional stylist and a makeup consul-
tation with a cosmetologist. Attendees can take
home a complimentary wig and a make-up kit do-
nated by cosmetic companies. Call 914-366-3315
or 914-366-3421 to register.

On Wednesday, Sept. 7, “Mind Games” will
take place from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in the boardroom.
This is a fun way for seniors to help stimulate their
minds and improve cognitive functioning — such
as memory, visual recall, problem solving, focus
and speed, and spatial reasoning — by playing
group games. Call 914-366-3937 to register.

On Thursday, Sept. 8, “The Breakfast Club”
will meet from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the cafeteria
(G level). This is a series of free breakfast meet-
ings designed especially for seniors that meets
monthly, except for August and December. Each
session includes breakfast, a presentation on a

Phelps’ Healthy Life Series
Continues in September

topic of interest to seniors, and a light exercise
program. Call 914-366-3937 to register.

On Thursday, Sept. 8, an osteoporosis sup-
port and education group will meet from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. in the boardroom (C level). This free
monthly group is meant for individuals with os-
teoporosis, providing education on nutrition, exer-
cise (weight-bearing, strengthening and balance)
and other activities of daily living. Call 914-366-
2270 to register.

On Friday, Sept. 9, an Alzheimer’s caregiv-
ers’ support group will meet from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
at 755 N. Broadway. Caregiving for a loved one
with Alzheimer’s disease doesn’t mean you have
to go it alone. Participants in this group receive the
emotional, educational and social support needed
to successfully care for someone with dementia.
Call 914-366-3937 or email ewoods@pmbhc.us for
more information or to register.

On Saturday, Sept. 10 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Autumn Games will take place at Mount Pleasant
Community Center, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla.
Phelps Hospital and the Town of Mount Pleas-
ant invite Westchester residents age 55 and older
to the first Autumn Games for seasoned adults, a
unique event with games and athletic challenges
of all levels. Be a participant or cheer on your
friends and neighbors. For more information or to
register, visit www.phelpsevents.org or call 914-
366-3937.

The Center at Lake Isle
Monday, Sept. 5
Center closed for Labor Day
Tuesday, Sept. 6
8:30 a.m. Exercise video with Grace
9:15 a.m. Muscle toning with Patricia
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
12:15 p.m. Bingo and treats — bring a friend
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong/board games
Wednesday, Sept. 7
9:30 am. Tap dancing “Welcome Back
Paula”
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
1 p.m. Mahjong/Bridge/cards/board games
Thursday, Sept. 8

Town of Eastchester
Senior Programs & Services

9:30 a.m. Intermediate line dancing
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
12:15 p.m. “Helping You Live Confidently
at Home” with Gramatan Village
1 p.m. Mahjong/Pokeno/cards/board games
1 p.m. Knitting with Paula
Friday, Sept. 9
8:30 a.m. Exercise video
9:30 a.m. Strength and balance with Sonya
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
12:30 p.m. Chair Yoga with Peggy
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong/board games
The Center at Lake Isle is located at 660
White Plains Road, Eastchester. For more infor-
mation or transportation, call 914-337-0390.

Heroin Bust
Continued from Page 1

The heroin was to be sold in Westchester
and the Hudson Valley, and NYC, Long Island
and up the east coast. The upper-middle-class
Croton home was rented for $3,500 per month,
an expensive “stash house” the drug pushers
could easily afford.

In the criminal complaint against two al-
leged dealers, DEA Special Agent Chad (last
name withheld) said he overheard several
phone conversations with the dealers in which
they were discussing the shipment and where it
would go.

The DEA agent then traced the cell phone
call to the Croton home, where on Aug. 23 a
tractor-trailer pulled into the driveway and un-
loaded a trailer that held 65 pounds of heroin.
The drug dealers were also overheard discussing
the price of a kilo of heroin, valued at $56,000 to
$57,000, and each kilogram yielding thousands
of single doses, or “dime bags,” or heroin.

Our elected officials have all spoken out
about the problem of young adults in Westches-
ter and Putnam getting addicted to prescription
medications and then moving on to heroin, re-
sulting in overdose and death.

State Sen. Terrence Murphy has called for
harsher penalties for major dealers. “We need
stiffer penalties for major drug traffickers to
make sure they’re not back out on the streets
pushing their poison to our kids and neighbors,”
he said. “New York needs to send a message to

the major dealers that they will be put away for

a long time.”

Under Murphy’s proposal, which passed
the Senate earlier this year, anyone selling a con-
trolled substance valued at $25,000 or greater
would be eligible to be prosecuted as a major
trafficker. In this instance, the $2.3 million value
of the drugs seized in Croton would more than
qualify the accused to be charged with a class
A-1 felony and face a minimum of 15 years in
prison.

“Having chaired the Senate’s Task Force on
Heroin and Opioid Abuse, as well as serving on
Gov. (Andrew) Cuomo’s task force, we know it
will take a multi-pronged approached to address
this terrible epidemic,” said Murphy. “This was
a recommendation of the Senate’s Task Force
and today’s news only further justifies it. There
is no place in our community for major drug
dealers and I only hope the individuals arrested
in Croton receive the maximum time in jail.”

The source of the truckloads of heroin
crossing our borders is a federal problem that
cannot be properly addresses by Murphy or any
local official. The supply of heroin into West-
chester and Putnam has become an epidemic
that should be addressed immediately by the
federal government.

Our local communities are working to treat
the addicted and educate the public on the dan-
gers of opioid and heroin abuse. Now our feder-
al government needs to deal with stopping, or at
least attempting to stop the flow of heroin across
the Mexican-U.S. border.

This is an issue that should also be ad-
dressed on the presidential level, but has been
overshadowed by nonsense.
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The Trump-Astorino

Continued from Page 1

by Kellyanne Conway, who is now Trump’s
Presidential advisor, spokeswoman and voice
of reason, showed that Cuomo was leading
Trump in a possible gubernatorial matchup but
that with Cuomo’s negative ratings, the Donald
could be a dangerous opponent.

Another campaign paper on a Cuomo-
Trump race submitted by an upstate GOP as-
semblyman peaked Trump’s interest even more,
with the words “springboard to the presidency.”
Clearly Trump was pondering a run for the
White House two years before his 2016 cam-
paign. But there was a problem that Trump
would have to overcome and settle before Re-
publicans and Conservatives would get on his
trial balloon, and that was Rob Astorino.

Most New York Republicans and Con-
servatives were ready to back Astorino, who
had just won re-election as county executive
in 2013, handily defeating Democrat Noam
Bramson. Astorino was likeable, well-spoken
and a step up from the failed GOP gubernatorial
bid of Carl Paladino in 2010.

New York State Conservative Chairman
Mike Long spoke with Trump, who wanted
Astorino to get out of the race as a condition
of “Trump for Governor” to take off. Long re-
fused and Trump contacted Astorino directly to
try and get him out of the race.

An invitation to Trump Tower awaited our
county executive, who told Donald that he was
staying in the race for governor. After the meet-
ing, Astorino was asked to join a “unity ticket”
with Trump as the gubernatorial candidate and
Astorino as lieutenant governor.

The proposal was for Astorino to serve
under Trump for a year, and then Trump would
run for president and hand over the keys to the
governor’s mansion to Astorino.

Astorino refused the offer, which turned
out not to matter, as Trump declined to run for
governor and Astorino lost to Cuomo by a 54-
40 percent margin, and was outspent by more
than five-to-one with Cuomo raising $48 mil-
lion.

Another interesting angle to this story is
how real the “Trump for Governor” movement

became, with dozens of GOP county chairman
and elected officials heading to Manhattan in
early 2014 to try to woo Trump into the race.
But one New York Republican not interested
in Trump as governor was GOP Chairman Ed
Cox. Some Republicans blamed Cox for not
encouraging Trump to run and for not encour-
aging Astorino to get out or take the lieutenant
governor spot.

In early 2014, Trump ended the contro-
versy with one of his infamous tweets, which
read: “While I won’t be running for governor
of New York State, a race I would have won, |
have much bigger plans in mind — stay tuned,
will happen!”

Both Mike Long and Carl Paladino have
confirmed the Trump-Astorino dream ticket that
never came to be.

Astorino has quipped about 2014 in his re-
cent appearances as an AM radio host on WOR
710 AM, and WROW, AM 590 Albany, and has
retold the story. “Trump was happy he didn’t
run for governor because now he can be presi-
dent of the United States,” said Astorino, whose
continued love of radio make him a natural for
a New York talk show host in the future, if and
when his political career ends.

Astorino campaigned under the slogan
“Let’s Make New York Great Again,” following
former President Ronald Reagan’s 1980 “Let’s
Make America Great Again” campaign line that
Trump also uses.

The Trump-Astorino story is similar to
the Dump Trump conspiracy theory, which
has Donald stepping aside and Vice President
Mike Pence running for, or becoming, presi-
dent. Whether this theory takes place before the
Nov. 8 election, or when and if Trump is elected
president, is unclear.

But the thought of Trump handing back
the GOP nomination still dances in the heads of
many Republicans, including the PAC Free the
Delegates, which continues its efforts to dump
Trump with a television ad that calls on Don-
ald to “keep your word,” and uses Trump’s own
comments made in the spring of this year when
he said, “If I were behind in the polls and if I
were doing poorly, then why would I continue.”

Some think it’s lunacy to call on Trump to
resign the nomination, but for others, it’s a good
use of the millions.

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Index No. 52214/2016
Filed: 08/04/2016

Plaintiff designates Westchester County as the place
of trial. Venue is based upon the County in which the

Mortgage premises is situated.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY
OF WESTCHESTER

U.S. Bank National Association, as Indenture Trustee for
Lehman ABS Corporation Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2004-1

Plaintiff,

- against -
Florence Lambert, individually and as surviving spouse, if living and if she be dead,
any and all persons who are spouses, widows, grantees, mortgagees, lienor, heirs,
devisees, distributees, or successors in interest of such of the above as may be
dead, and their spouses, heirs, devisees, distributees and successors in interest, all
of whom and whose names and places of residences are unknown to Plaintiff, New
York State Department of Taxation and Finance, Board of Managers of Parkview
Condominium, United States of America-Internal Revenue Service,

Defendants.

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve
a copy of your Answer or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve
a Notice of Appearance on the attorneys for the plaintiff within twenty (20) days after
service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within thirty (30) days
after service is complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within
the State of New York). In case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be
taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure
$189,800.00 and interest, recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County of WEST-
CHESTER on July 1, 2004, in Control No. 441540119, covering premises known as
21 Lake Street, Unit 2H, White Plains, NY 10603. The relief sought in the within action
is a final judgment directing the sale of the premises described above to satisfy the
debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this Summons and Complaint by serving a copy of the an-
swer on the attorney for the Mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding
against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered

and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further informa-
tion on how to answer the Summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your Mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE

ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

g

By: Stephen J. Wallace, Esq. Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, Weisman & Gordon, LLP At-

torneys for Plaintiff

53 Gibson Street (Main Office) Bay Shore, New York 11706

(631) 969-3100
Our File No.: 01-078021-F00

TO: Florence Lambert

United States of America-Internal Revenue Service New York State Department of

Taxation and Finance

#3227 08/26/16 — 09/16/16

Send photos of your recent event,
fundraiser or celebration to us at
risingmediagroup@gmail.com

Westchester Has

Continued from Page 1

and give residents and voters a chance to “meet”
the candidates and see what they stand for.

The challenge in the Democratic primary will
be which nominee from the Bronx or Mt. Vernon
will receive the most votes, and with five candi-
dates, how many votes it will take to win. Repub-
licans stand no chance in this heavily Democratic
Senate district.

“I am a homegrown candidate with a great
understanding of the issues my neighbors face —
and I have the energy, desire and skillset to address
these issues and bring about change,” said Bailey,
who has the support of Assembly Speaker Carl
Heastie. “Opportunity is what our children need.
We must revamp the way we look at education; we
must focus on the whole child and take a deeper
look at the external factors our children face. All of
our children need the tools to succeed, and it is our
job to give them these tools. We should be provid-
ing academic, social and emotional assistance to
students from early childhood through graduation
and college enrollment.

“I believe a more engaged and informed com-
munity is a community that can thrive,” he con-
tinued. “I believe criminal justice reform is sorely
needed in this day and age of overcrowded prisons
for minor crimes, unjust legal decisions and on-
going injustice. I believe that access to civil legal
services should widely be made available because
people need help navigating the courts that deal
with family issues, landlord-tenant and property
matters. We have to ensure our vibrant senior citi-
zen population continues to thrive in our commu-
nity.

“I am a father, and a husband, and I under-
stand the issues that families face on a day-to-day
basis. I am from, and for this community. I am a
leader. 1 believe government has the ability to
transform lives and communities, and that is why
I want to be your next state senator from the 36th
Senate District.”

In the race for the 94th Assembly District in
northern Westchester to replace, to replace Katz —
who is best known for getting caught on his way
to work in Albany smoking a joint while driving
on the Thruway — three candidates are running, in-
cluding two Republicans who will face off in the
GOP primary, the winner of which is expected to
win in November in the Republican-leaning dis-
trict.

First-time candidate and lifelong Putnam resi-
dent Kevin Byrne has the endorsement of the Put-
nam and Westchester GOPs. Byrne has been active
in the Putnam County GOP for many years, and
has assisted dozens of campaigns and served as
secretary and vice chairman of the Putnam County
Republican Committee.

Byrne started his career in public service as
an intern for Congresswoman Sue Kelly. A few
years later his devotion to constituent service was
recognized by Congresswoman Nan Hayworth,
who appointed him deputy district director. More
recently, he has helped people and families suf-
fering from cardiovascular disease as regional di-
rector of the American Heart Association. While
working full-time, Byrne also completed his
graduate studies at Marist College, from which he
received a master’s degree in public administra-
tion, specifically in health care administration, in
2015.

One quote from Byrne rang true from his an-
nouncement, for those of us between 40 and 50
years old who grew up in Westchester and have

stayed here: “The sad fact is that most of their
friends and classmates from youth have moved
out of New York. A generation is being lost, and
we all know the reasons: high taxes, out-of-con-
trol government spending, corrupt politics, and
jobs fleeing the avalanche of mandates that make
life impossible for small businesses to survive.”

Challenging Byrne in the GOP primary is
Carmel Town Councilwoman Suzi McDonough
who called the endorsement of Byrne by the
Westchester and Putnam Republican parties “just
another attempt by party bosses to keep a lid on
the status quo. Not being endorsed by proxies and
the political machine is fine with me,” she said.

McDonough has lived in Mahopac for more
than 50 years. She graduated from Mahopac High
School and a few years later married Jimmy Mc-
Donough. Together they owned and operated suc-
cessful businesses in the Hudson Valley and had
five children.

“I am pro-life, pro-Second Amendment, and
support a compassionate yet limited government,”
said McDonough when first announcing her ex-
ploratory campaign earlier this year. “Our com-
munities deserve a respected conservative voice
in Albany to watch out for our families and our
state. We kick off this exploratory phase to listen
directly to the people. I raised five children in Ma-
hopac; ran a business; worked on the most pressing
constituent, community and legislative issues as a
senior staff member for the State Legislature; and
currently serve on the Carmel Town Board. I've
seen firsthand that New York State is heading in
the wrong direction. Whether the issue be property
taxes, the SAFE Act or late-term abortion, now
more than ever, we must stand up as New Yorkers
to protect and defend our way of life from Albany
overreach.”

In 2004, McDonough’s life took an unexpect-
ed turn when father died in July and her husband
was diagnosed with cancer and passed away seven
months later, in February 2005. Understanding the
financial and emotional stress cancer can endure,
and with help from the community, her family and
her friends, she started a non-profit organization
that helps families deal with the diagnosis of can-
cer.

“Over the next several months, my goal is
to meet as many of my neighbors in Putnam and
Westchester counties as possible,” she said. “I
want to hear from you, listen to you and, I will be
going door to door to do exactly that. There are no
easy answers, but working together we can build
opportunity for everyone. I look forward to meet-
ing you in person.

“We are excited to be running for an open
seat, yet whether the incumbent was in or out, I
have always been in this race to win it,” contin-
ued McDonough. “The hardworking voters of this
district deserve a serious, conservative voice who
is truly committed to public service for the right
reasons. While I am pro-life, pro-Second Amend-
ment and a solid fiscal Conservative, I will serve as
a loyal public servant to all of my constituents, and
on both sides of the aisle.”

Byrne will be running on the Conservative,
Independence and Reform Party lines regardless of
the GOP primary outcome.

Waiting for the winner the of Byrne-Mc-
Donough race will be Democrat Brian Higbie, a
Yorktown resident and attorney. Higbie made a
last-minute decision to run in the race so that vot-
ers had a choice in November.

“T had this image that [ was going to walk into
the voting booth in November and there would be
no choice; it just didn’t sit well with me,” said Hig-
bie, who moved into the district last year.

SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.,
Plaintiff
against
SIDNEY I. BERGER, LAUREN BERGER A/K/A LAUREN IRMA, YETERIAN
BERGER A/K/A IRMA YETERIAN,
et al Defendant(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered herein and dated June 30,
2015, 1, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction in the Lobby of the West-
chester County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, NY
on September 14, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. premises situate, lying and being in the City of
New Rochelle, County of Westchester and State of New York, known and designated
as Lot Numbers 16, 27 and the westerly portion of Lot 102 including all that part of
the lane lying between the Northerly line of Lot Number 27 and the southerly line of
Lot Number 16, as shown and designated on a certain map entitled, more particularly
bounded and described as follows: BEGINNING at a point on the Southerly side
of Sea View Avenue, where the division line between Lots 15 and 16 on said map;
RUNNING THENCE along the said division between Lots 15 and 16 on said ma,
1225.55 feet to land formerly of Stephenson Estate; THENCE along land formerly of
the Stephenson Estate and through the center of a stone wall, the following courses
and distances: 1. South East 34 feet; 2. South East 25.22 feet; 3. South East 52.75
feet; 4. South East 38.07 feet; 5. South East 29.3 feet; 6. South East 33.64 feet; 7.
South East 87.73 feet; 8. South East 109.86 feet; THENCE along the shore of Echo
Bay and along the face of a retaining wall, North East 19.34 feet; THENCE still along
the same, North East 53.3 feet to a cross on said wall; THENCE North West 155.02
feet; THENCE North West 117.74 feet; THENCE crossing said lane, the followings
courses and distances: 1. North West 1.55 feet; 2. North East 6.6 feet to the southerly
line of Sea View Avenue the running Westerly along the Southerly line of Sea View
Avenue, on a curve having a radius of 223.0 feet, a distance of 50 feet to the point or

place of BEGINNING.

ALSO ALL that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, bounded and described as fol-
lows: BEGINNING at a point on the South side of Seaview Avenue at the dividing
line between Lot Numbers 15 and 16 as laid down on said map; RUNNING THENCE
South West 122.55 feet; THENCE North West 50 feet; THENCE Northerly through
Lot No. 15 to a point in the southerly boundary line of Sea View Avenue; THENCE
Easterly the curved Southerly line of Seaview Avenue, 25 feet to the point or place of

BEGINNING.

Said premises known as 49 SEAVIEW AVENUE, NEW ROCHELLE, NY

Approximate amount of lien $ 1,472,614.98 plus interest & costs.
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed Judgment and Terms of Sale.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only
to a return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Index Number 69065/2013.

CHARLES A. D’AGOSTINO, ESQ., Referee

DAVID A. GALLO & ASSOCIATES LLP
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff

95-25 Queens Blvd, 11th Floor, Rego Park, NY 11374

File #5025.2443

#3224 08/12/16 — 09/02/16
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NY-Presbyterian Sponsors
Concert Series through 2018

1 NewYork-Presbyterian
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Stacey Petrower, president of NewYork-Presbyterian/Hudson Valley Hospital, presents
a check to Mark Morganelli, executive director of Jazz Forum Arts, at a “Sunset Jazz at
Lyndhurst” concert in Tarrytown. The $30,000 is the first of three installments that will total
$90,000 toward a three-year commitment that NewYork-Presbyterian has made as the pre-
senting sponsor of the free concert series, which takes place during the summer in commu-
nities throughout Westchester County.

Westchester Native Named
‘Next Fitness Star’

Yonkers native Selena Watkins is honored by “Women’s Health” magazine.

“Women’s Health” magazine recently
announced the winner of its fourth annual na-
tionwide search for “The Next Fitness Star,”
sponsored by Propel Electrolyte Water. Selena
Watkins from Westchester was one of five final-
ists narrowed down from thousands of submis-
sions for the competition. She was revealed as
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this year’s winner on CBS’s “The Insider” on
Aug. 15 with guest judge Debbie Matenopoulos.

With 15 years of dance experience, Wat-
kins began her career in fitness by chance when
a friend asked her to fill in as the instructor for
a hip-hop aerobics class. “Dance and fitness
use so many of the same tools, it seemed like
a disservice not to combine them,” the 28-year-
old said in the July/August issue of “Women’s
Health.”

After college, Watkins pursued as many
certifications as she could to expand her knowl-
edge, all while performing as a Brooklyn Nets
dancer for three years. Today, she teaches regu-
larly at SoulCycle and runs a traveling work-
shop based on her own Caribbean-style dance
workout called Socanomics.

She was selected by a combination of votes
from readers and fans, as well as input from a
panel of expert judges including Matenopoulos,
co-host of “The Insider” and lifestyle expert on
Hallmark Channel’s “Home and Family;” Jen
Ator, C.S.C.S., “Women’s Health” fitness direc-
tor and Ironman World Championship finisher;
and Jeanette Jenkins, founder of The Hollywood
Trainer DVD program and online club.

As the 2016 Next Fitness Star, Watkins
will star in her own “Women’s Health” workout
DVD, which will be available in January. For
more information, visit www.TheNextFitness-
Star.com.
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Francesca Martinelli: She,
Was a Friend of Yonkers

e

e ——

Former Rising Publications Publisher Francesca Martinelli, with former Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone, right, and Rising Media Group Editor-in-Chief Dan Murphy.

By Dan Murphy

Last week we said good-bye to a good friend
of our newspapers, and a friend of Yonkers, Fran-
cesca Martinelli, who passed away at the age of
82 after a courageous battle with cancer. Mrs.
Martinelli, as I always called her out of deference
to the respect that she was entitled to, served as
the caretaker of the newspapers that you are now
reading for several years after the passing of her
husband and Martinelli Publications owner, Ralph
Martinelli.

Coming on board to run a small business is
always difficult for a widow or family member
to do, and most of those businesses fail within a
short period of time. Combine that with the fact
that Mrs. Martinelli inherited into a business sec-
tor, the newspaper business already being on the
rapid decline, and the challenges to keep the busi-
ness alive and the employees with their jobs for a
period of time until a new owner could be found,
the task was great.

Fran Martinelli was a smart, shrewd busi-
nesswoman who could be tough when she had
to. She also knew what her husband wanted to do
with the future of the papers, and the papers’ home
in a building in downtown Yonkers.

She could easily have said “I’m done” and
walked away from the hassles and hardships that
the newspaper placed before her. But she stayed,
and waited, for the offer and the person Ralph
would have approved of.

For three years, Martinelli came into the of-
fice and made sure that the number one job of a
newspaper publisher was accomplished every
week: that the papers were out and the employees
were paid. Eventually, she found the right buyer
in Nick Sprayregen, who also recently passed
away, and Mrs. Martinelli was able to hand off
the papers and go back to her life before Ralph’s
passing.

Fran loved art and was an active and re-
spected artist who had exhibits in Westchester and
Rockland counties. After selling the business she
was able to move to a Croton condo where she
could look out on the Hudson River and paint.

Mrs. Martinelli also had a large and close
family to fall back on, who helped her through
her years as a Westchester newspaper publisher.
I hope the final 10 years of her live included that

peace, and her love of art and her family.

I will always remember what she did for the
people of Yonkers, most of whom did not know
of her or about her, in saving the newspapers and
keeping them alive during a period when it was
difficult to do so. She did it with class and style
and effectiveness, and the same newspapers are
still printing today.

Farewell, Mrs. Martinelli. Say “Hi” to Ralph
for me.

*dk

Francesca Martinelli of Croton-on-Hudson
passed away peacefully Aug. 25 after a coura-
geous battle with cancer. She was 82.

Francesca was born in Manhattan on Jan. 25,
1934 to the late Joseph Piazza and Regina Maz-
zochi. She graduated from James Monroe High
School in the Bronx and became a mother in 1950.
She treasured her two children, Denise and Rich-
ard.

Francesca had a passion for art, and had been
painting for the last 40 years. Her award-winning
artwork is well known in the Hudson Valley, and
her paintings are held in private collections in the
United States, England and Australia. Francesca’s
paintings were inspired by her life experiences
and the beauty she appreciated and observed all
around her.

Francesca also loved being near the water
and some of her fondest memories were those
spent on the beaches of Montauk with her late
husband, Ralph. Most recently, she found serenity
and happiness in her condo on the Hudson River,
always enjoying the magnificent sunsets.

Francesca’s beautiful life will be forever
cherished in the lives of her children, Denise Mur-
phy (Olivier) and her husband, James, of Garnerv-
ille; Richard Olivier and his wife, Monique, of
Brookfield, Conn.; and step-daughter Rosemary
Analecta Ministeri of Knoxville, Tenn. Frances-
ca is also survived by 10 grandchildren, Joshua,
Regina, Kristen, Danielle, Sarahrose, James Jr,
Rickey, Michael, Anthony and Lauren; four great-
grandchildren, Joshua Jr., Olivia, Luke and Carter;
two sisters, Josephine Abbagliato of Brookfield
and Rita Oliver (George) of Rye; and a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Francesca was pre-deceased by her husband,
Ralph Martinelli; and her stepson, John Martinelli.

Legoland to Host
‘Parent & Child Play Day’

One of the many Lego displays at Legoland.

Legoland Discovery Center has declared
a “National Parent and Child Play Day” cel-
ebrating the benefits of families taking time out
and engaging in creative play. Coinciding with
National Working Parents Day on Friday, Sept.
16, the nine indoor Lego playgrounds, includ-
ing Legoland Discovery Center Westchester,
will offer a series of family-focused games and
activities such as parent-and-child “Build and
Test” races, model-building challenges, and
more.

The centers are showing appreciation for
parents in a letter distributed to workplaces
across the country and in Canada with a special
“adults go free” offer valid through Sept. 16.

The announcement follows the recent
“Project: Time Off” report, “The Work Mar-
tyr’s Children,” which revealed that Americans
are taking less vacation time than at any point
in the last 40 years, and showcases the impres-
sive benefits of quality time spent between
parents and their children: 84 percent of kids

ranked feeling closer to their parent as the top
benefit of a parent taking time off and dedicat-
ing it to quality family time, 60 percent of a
child’s mood dramatically improves when their
parent takes time off and spends it with them,
50 percent of kids say that time off also greatly
enhances their parents’ mood, and 77 percent of
kids say that parents’ time off spent with them
alleviates the stress kids experience in their
daily lives

The “National Parent and Child Play Day”
offer may be redeemed online using the promo
code “PLAYLAND” and is valid for one free
one-day adult ticket with purchase of a full-
price one-day child ticket through Sept. 16. The
offer is also valid on walk-up tickets with the
coupon (patrons may print the code or show it
on their phone). Adults must accompany chil-
dren.

Legoland is located in the Ridge Hill Mall
in Yonkers. For more information, visit www.
ridgehill.com.
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Stewart-Cousins Inspires
Girls at Empowerment Session

State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, center, at a Liberty Empowerment Session in Tarrytown.

Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins recently
spoke as a panelist at the Liberty Empower-
ment Session hosted by the Garden of Dreams
Foundation and the New York Liberty Women’s
Basketball Team at the Madison Square Garden
Training Center in Tarrytown.

The Liberty Empowerment Session is a
confidence-building workshop devised to em-
power young girls and instill in them a strong
sense of self-esteem. One-hundred girls from
the Children’s Aid Society, WHEDco, the Po-
lice Athletic League and SCO Family of Ser-
vices joined in a discussion with a panel of four
speakers, including former WNBA star Teresa
Weatherspoon, news anchor Rebecca Harlow,
dancer and model Damaris Lewis and Stewart-
Cousins.

Panelists provided the girls with brief ac-
counts of their lives and discussed the biggest
obstacles they had faced on the road to success.
Moderator Kym Hampton, a former WNBA
player, asked Stewart-Cousins about the mean-
ing of serving as a woman in a leadership posi-
tion in government.

“As the first female leader of a legislative
conference in New York State, I’'m proud to say
hat I’ve had a hand in smashing this political
glass ceiling,” she said. “Government works
best when it represents the needs and compo-

sition of the people it serves. Women make up
almost 52 percent of the population, but only 21
percent of the State Legislature is female. My
hope is that my role in the Senate paves the way
for women leaders in the future. We have a lot
to bring to the table and we deserve to have a
seat at it.”

After the discussion, the girls broke into
smaller groups to participate in a basketball
clinic, during which they moved between sta-
tions designed to teach them particular skills,
including passing, shooting, dribbling, ball-
handling, strength and conditioning, and re-
bounding. Stewart-Cousins joined the other
panelists in offering words of encouragement to
the girls as they honed their skills on the court.

“If you have a passion, you should chase
after it with everything you’ve got,” she said.
“Train, educate yourself, and practice as much
as you can. You can overcome any hardship life
throws at you with enough preparation and con-
viction.”

The Garden of Dreams Foundation works
with the Madison Square Garden Company to
help and inspire children who face difficult ob-
stacles in their lives via community programs,
direct support and financial assistance. For
more information, visit www.gardenofdreams-
foundation.org.

Send your letters and opinions to us at
dmurphy @risingmediagroup.com

Picture House Presents
Sports Documentary

The Picture House
Regional Film Center
will present a special
screening of the new
sports documentary
“Free to Run” (90 min-
utes) on Thursday, Sept.
8 at 6:30 p.m., followed
by an expert panel dis-
cussion with track and
field visionaries Dr. Nor-
bert Sander and George
Hirsch.

Today, all anybody
needs to run is the de-
termination and a pair
of the right shoes. But
just 50 years ago, run-
ning was viewed almost
exclusively as the do-
main of elite male athletes who competed on
tracks. With insight and propulsive energy, di-
rector Pierre Morath traces running’s rise to the
1960s, in the new documentary “Free to Run.”
The critically acclaimed film examines how the
liberation movements and newfound sense of
personal freedom that defined the era took the
sport out of the stadiums and onto the streets,
and how legends like Steve Prefontaine, Fred
Lebow and Kathrine Switzer redefined running
as a populist phenomenon.

After the screening, Clayton Bushong,
director of programming, marketing and op-
erations at The Picture House, will moderate a
discussion with Dr. Norbert Sander, winner of
the 1974 New York City Marathon; and George
Hirsch, one of the NYC Marathon’s founders
and current chairman of New York Road Run-
ners.

Dr. Sander, who grew up in Yonkers, has
lived his entire life in the NYC-metropolitan
area. While at Fordham Prep and Fordham Uni-
versity, he feel in love with running while com-
peting in track and field. After medical school,
Sander went into private practice as a pediatric
physician, eventually running two success-
ful New York medical offices. But Sander still
made time for his running — winning the 1974
New York City Marathon — and is to this day
the first and only New Yorker to have won the
race.

Sander’s passion for his sport eventually
led to his mission in the early 1990s to save
the Armory — Washington Heights’ famous
indoor track and field arena, which had over
time become run-down and eventually turned
into a homeless shelter. Now a national historic
landmark, the Armory is nationally renowned
as the premier indoor track and field facility in
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America, seeing more than 400,000 visitors a
year, and housing the National Track and Field
Hall of Fame. The after-school program at the
Armory is among the largest in New York City.

Sander currently serves as president of the
Armory Foundation, is on the board of direc-
tors of the New York Road Runners Club, and
is the president of the NYRR Millrose Games,
the country’s most famous indoor track and
field meet.

Born in NYC and raised in New Rochelle
where he attended public schools, Hirsch is a
magazine publisher, founder of the New Yor!
City Marathon, a former candidate for U.S.
Congress, and a television commentator. He
was the founding publisher of “New York,
New Times” and “The Runner” magazines. He
was also the worldwide publisher of “Runner’s
World,” the first publishing director of “Men’s
Health,” and the publisher of “La Cucina Itali-
ana.”

Hirsch graduated from Princeton Univer-
sity in 1956 with a bachelor’s degree in history
(magna cum laude) and the Harvard Business
School in 1962. Beginning in Boston in 1969,
he has run 40 marathons with a personal best o
2:38 set in Boston in 1979 at the age of 44. In
2009, he ran his final marathon in New York at
age 75. Hirsch won his age group in each of his
last eight marathons.

In 2014, Hirsch received a lifetime
achievement award from the Association of In-
ternational Marathons and Distance Races. He
is currently chairman of the board of the New
York Road Runners.

Tickets to the special screening and panel
discussion are $15 for general admission, $12
for students and seniors, and $10 for members,
and are available at www.thepicturehouse.org
or at the box office, 175 Wolfs Lane, Pelham.

WHAT IF NEW YORK'’S

#]1 HOSPITAL

FORMED ITS VERY OWN
MEDICAL GROUP?

WELL, WE DID.

NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group Westchester

Expert primary care physicians and specialists serving the Westchester community.
To learn more, visit nyp.org/medicalgroups
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