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Throwing $50 Million 
Out the Window

Astorino Leaves Latimer 
With $32M Budget Hole 

Murphy-Harckham-Kesten Race 
Shows Insanity of Politics 

Ocasio-Cortez Not Proud 
Of Westchester Roots 

The Sagamore: Staying 
Close for Family Vacation Where are the Summer Movies? 

State Senate candidate Pete Harckham, left, with Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

National political star Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez grew up in Westchester.

The Sagamore Resort in Bolton Landing, just north of Lake George.John Travolta, right, as John Gotti, with Westchester native Chris Kerson, who plays Willie 
Boy Johnson in “Gotti.”

By Dan Murphy 
Last month, few voters in Westchester and 

across New York State went out to vote in a federal 
primary for members of Congress. Here in West-
chester, less than 10 percent of Democrats went 
to the polls to vote for Eliot Engel, with a total of 
17,519 voters coming out in the county. 

Westchester voters are used to voting in a 
Democratic or Republican primary in September, 

and they still do – but only for state elections. Fed-
eral primary elections, previously held also in Sep-
tember, were changed to June 26. 

That decision has been a disaster on several 
fronts; turnout has dropped and the cost to New 
York State has been $50 million per year to con-
duct another statewide election. 

Many Westchester elected officials have 

By Dan Murphy 
An audit of the Westchester County budget 

and its finances, prepared by independent auditors 
O’Conner Davies, showed that at the end of 2017, 
the county had an operating deficit of more than 
$32 million. The budget shortfall was accumulat-
ed by then-County Executive Rob Astorino, who 
presented budgets to the 
County Board of Legisla-
tors for eight years with 
a 0 percent property tax 
levy increase. 

Astorino’s “no new 
taxes” pledge, which 
was welcomed by a clear 
majority of Westchester 
homeowners and taxpay-
ers who pay the high-
est property taxes in the 
country, is now being 
viewed and analyzed as 
bad practice. While Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo helped 
implement a 2 percent 
property tax cap for all 
local governments and school districts (includ-
ing Westchester County government), Astorino 
took it one step further, passing budgets with 0 
percent tax increases year after year, with the ap-
proval and consent of a majority of legislators on 
the county board. 

Union contracts, capital improvements and 
other necessary expenditures were ignored under 
Astorino, according to Democratic legislators and 
County Executive George Latimer, who defeated 
Astorino last November. 

In a statement Latimer, said: 
“As anticipated, the 2017 Westchester Coun-

ty financial statements – the Comprehensive An-
nual Financial Report – has been finalized for 
2017, showing an operating deficit of $32,178,097 
in the county’s general fund. 

“Our administration took office Jan. 1, 2018; 
we have inherited 
this 2017 deficit from 
the prior administra-
tion, and it negatively 
impacts our current 
2018 budget and pro-
jections for the 2019 
budget, which will 
be in preparation be-
ginning this summer. 
This deficit has been 
presumed for the last 
few months; the prior 
county administration 
budgeted $15 million 
in revenue tied to the 
long-term sale of the 
airport, a policy that 

was rejected in consecutive years by the Board 
of Legislators.  

“The prior county administration negotiated 
and closed contract settlements, the costs of which 
were not fully budgeted, with the Westchester 
County Police Officers Benevolent Association, 
Westchester County Police Officers Benevolent 
Association Superior Officers Unit, Westchester 
County Corrections Officers Benevolent Asso-
ciation and the Westchester County Corrections 

By Dan Murphy 
One of Westchester’s hottest political con-

tests this year is for State Senate in the 40th Dis-
trict, which includes many northern Westchester 
towns and runs north into Putnam and Dutchess 

counties. Incumbent Republican State Sen. Ter-
rence Murphy will try to fight through the blue 
wave of progressive Democratic victories in re-
cent elections in the county. 

By Dan Murphy 
My family first moved to Westchester in 

1972, from the same Parkchester neighborhood 
in the Bronx as Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who 
shocked the political world last month when she 
defeated Congressman Joe Crowley in a Demo-
cratic primary in Queens and the Bronx. Both 
Ocasio-Cortez and I attended Yorktown High 
School; I graduated in 1985, and she graduated 
in 2007. 

I remain in the same area of northern West-
chester and southern Putnam County that I grew 
up in. I wanted to stay here, I’m proud of the roots 
that my family and I have made here, and I wanted 
my daughter to try and have the same experience 
and education that I had growing up. 

Ocasio-Cortez has taken a different path that 
has catapulted her into the national spotlight and 
will likely, after Nov. 6, make her the youngest 
female member of Congress in U.S. history – at 
age 28.   

After her high school graduation, Ocasio-
Cortez attended Boston University and worked for 
Sen. Ted Kennedy before returning to New York 
to work and help the family maintain their York-
town home after the death of her father in 2008. 

The Washington Post recently opined about 
Ocasio-Cortez and her unwillingness to acknowl-
edge or be proud of her Westchester upbringing 
and education until she was confronted with it. 

“In fact, there is another way Cardillo could 

By Dan Murphy 
Like most Westchester families, our usual 

tendency for a family summer vacation was to get 
on a plane, or travel eight to 10 hours each way by 
car, and try to “outdo” ourselves or our neighbors 
from the last year’s jaunt. 

The stresses of airline delays or the grind of 
a day-long car ride usually take away from the 
desired result, so I was pleasantly surprised when 

my wife suggested that this year we travel less 
than three hours north on the New York State 
Thruway to spend a week in Lake George. 

Our family vacation included staying several 
days at The Sagamore, a landmark hotel with a 
prestigious history located 10 miles north of Lake 
George in Bolton Landing. Located on a private, 
70-acre island, The Sagamore offers elegant lake-

By Dan Murphy 
For those of us who like to take our significant 

other out for a simple night of dinner and a movie, 
I ask: What movies are out there? I thought sum-
mertime was the time for the great set of block-
buster movies? 

The problem is, if – like me – you are not in-
terested in comic book movies or other animated 

movies, or horror movies, or a sixth sequel to Tom 
Cruise’s “Mission Impossible” series, are there any 
adult movies that are released in an actual movie 
theater anymore? 

My interest in movies includes historical biog-
raphies, political thrillers, mob movies, crime and 
the law movies, and an occasional “chick flick” for 
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‘These policies  
and decisions  
have created a  
fiscal mess for  

Westchester County.’ 
County Executive 
George Latimer
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From left are (row one) Hon. Judge Kathie Davidson; Hon. Judge Linda Jamieson; State Sen. 
Shelley Mayer; Pace Interim Dean Horace Anderson; State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins; 
Cindy Kanusher, executive director of the Pace Women’s Justice Center; Pace University 

President Marvin Krislov; White Plains Mayor Tom Roach; (row two) County Legislators Da-
mon Maher, Nancy Barr and MaryJane Shimsky; CarlLa Horton, executive director of Hope’s 

Door; and Jackie Hattar. 

Members of the Iona Prep baseball team meet with Iona Prep alum and Major-Leaguer Coin 
Moran.

The Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace 
University has opened a new offi ce for the Pace 
Women’s Justice Center. The 4,000-square-foot 
offi ce space, which was the former Student Life 
Center on the Pace Law School Campus, will in-
clude a new walk-in legal clinic and will allow the 
center to serve as many as 500 more clients a year. 

PWJC is the leading civil legal services and 
training provider addressing domestic violence, 
sexual assault and elder abuse in Westchester 
and Putnam counties, providing free legal help to 
thousands each year who would otherwise not be 
able to afford representation. The new $1.5 mil-
lion offi ce space was funded by Pace University 
and private donors, including a $100,000 grant 
from Impact 100 Westchester.

“Pace University has always been dedicated 
to helping people and changing lives,” said Mar-
vin Krislov, president of Pace. “The Pace Wom-
en’s Justice Center at the Elisabeth Haub School 
of Law does the important work of serving as a 
much-needed resource for some of the most vul-
nerable in our community. With this new center, 
I’m very pleased that we’ll be able to help even 
more families.”

PWJC currently serves more than 3,000 
clients per year. It is moving from a small space 
adjacent to the Pace Law campus that was not suf-
fi cient to meet the growing numbers of survivors 
who are in need of their services. PWJC’s attor-
neys assist women in and out of the courtroom, 
helping them to obtain orders of protection, cus-
tody of their children, child support and divorces.

PWJC also trains social service providers and 
police offi cers across the region in how to handle 
cases of abuse. 

Cindy Kanusher, executive director of 

PWJC, said the clinic would be the fi rst of its kind 
in Westchester and Putnam providing free legal 
services without an appointment in a warm and 
welcoming space, to victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault and elder abuse. She said the clinic 
would be a safe alternative to PWJC’s satellite of-
fi ces in the White Plains and Yonkers courthouses 
for clients who are afraid to go to court.  

Many victims fear facing their abuser in the 
courtroom, and immigrant victims are often afraid 
of the judicial system and deportation. PWJC 
serves clients without regard to immigration sta-
tus.

“Domestic Violence, sexual assault and elder 
abuse are pervasive problems that affect commu-
nities all over the country, including ours,” said 
Kanusher. “The explosion of the #MeToo Cam-
paign demonstrates the need for the Pace Wom-
en’s Justice Center’s walk-in clinic; more victims 
of abuse are speaking out and needing help and 
the clinic will remove obstacles that many vic-
tims face when coming forward. We know that 
the opening of this clinic will save lives. We will 
give people the critical help they need to feel safe, 
and we will be at their side every step of the way 
throughout the legal process.”

“The Pace Women’s Justice Center’s walk-in 
clinic will provide much-need guidance and as-
sistance to hundreds more survivors every year,” 
added Congresswoman Nita Lowey. “The families 
who will be served by this clinic deserve justice 
and to live their lives in safety, and PWJC will 
help make that a reality, as it has for so many oth-
ers in our community. I am grateful for the work 
that PWJC does, and look forward to continuing 
to fi ght alongside them on behalf of survivors of 
abuse.

More than 50 Iona Preparatory School base-
ball fans, including former teammates and coaches 
and family, recently traveled to Citi Field to cheer 
on recent Iona Prep baseball star Colin Moran, a 
graduate of the Class of 2010 and now the starting 
third-baseman for the Pittsburgh Pirates.

In an interview before facing off against the 
Mets on June 26, the Rye native said he had not 
just learned how to be a better player at Iona Prep, 
but also a better person. “Everything they teach a 
young man is pretty important,” he told the Jour-
nal News. “My values in life I learned there.”

After graduating from Iona Prep, where he hit 
just under 0.400 with two home runs while serving 
as the team’s closer, Moran continued his baseball 
career at the University of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill. There, he made the freshman All-American 
team and was the ACC player of the year as a ju-
nior in 2013.

That same year, the Florida Marlins drafted 
Moran as their fi rst-round pick, making him the 

sixth pick overall. He was traded to the Houston 
Astros in 2015 and joined the Pirates earlier this 
year. He now wears number 19 and is the starting 
third baseman, currently hitting 0.265 with seven 
home runs and 29 runs batted in.

Moran is the third Major Leaguer to emerge 
from Iona Prep, joining older brother and Class of 
2006 alumnus Brian (taken by the Seattle Mari-
ners in the 2009 draft), who currently pitches with 
the Los Angeles Dodgers AA affi liate Tulsa Drill-
ers, and now-retired 1999 graduate Brian Slocum, 
who was drafted 62nd overall by the Cleveland 
Indians in 2002.

“Iona Prep is so tremendously proud of Colin 
and we’ll always be here cheering him on,” said 
Brother Thomas Leto, president of Iona Prep. 
“We’ve committed more than 100 of our scholar-
athletes to collegiate athletics over the past few 
years, including 31 this year alone, but it’s always 
inspiring and uplifting to watch our young men 
like Colin succeed at the highest level.”   

Pace Women’s Justice Center 
Opens New Walk-In Clinic

Rye Native & Iona Prep Alumnus  
Is New Pirates 3rd Baseman 

FRIDAYS IN JULY 
7PM-9PM • ENTER JULY 1ST-26TH

Sign up to be an
Empire Club Member

for your chance to be in a
$2,000 Slot Tournament

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly. Must be an Empire Club Member.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

STORY TIME
featuring

PRINCESS SUPER WHY

MONDAY 
JULY 16 

PRESTO

3:30 PM 
ARMONK PUBLIC 

LIBRARY

SPONSORED BY

STATE SENATOR, 37TH DISTRICT 
SHELLEY B. MAYER 

&

19 Whippoorwill Road East 
Armonk, NY 10504

For more information, contact the office of State Senator Shelley B. Mayer 
at 914-934-5250 or e-mail smayer@nysenate.gov.

3 FREE 
EVENTS

2:00 PM 
WHITE PLAINS PUBLIC 

LIBRARY
100 Martine Avenue, Galaxy Hall 

White Plains, NY 10601

10:00 AM 
NEW ROCHELLE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY
1 Library Plaza 

New Rochelle, NY 10801

CGroppe Glassworks
Art Glass • Jewelry • Home Décor

❖ H A N D 
C R A F T E D  
I N  T H E  
H U D S O N 
V A L L E Y

info@cgroppeglassworks.com 
www.cgroppeglassworks.com

Unique one of a kind hand cra� ed gi� s & décor
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The Westchester tradition of cultural heri-
tage festivals over the summer in Westchester 
County parks continues Sunday, July 15 with 
the Hispanic Heritage Festival from noon to 7 
p.m. at Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla.  

“The cultural heritage festivals in our parks 
are among the most anticipated and popular 
summertime events,” said County Executive 
George Latimer. “I invite residents and visi-
tors to take this worldwide cultural tour without 
ever leaving Westchester.” 

The other heritage festivals in the series in-
clude:  The Arab Heritage Festival on Sunday, 
July 22 from 1 to 7 p.m. at Ridge Road Park 
in Hartsdale; the Italian Heritage Festival on 

Sunday, July 22 from noon to 7 p.m. at Ken-
sico Dam Plaza in Valhalla; the Irish-American 
Heritage Festival on Sunday, July 29 from 1 to 
5:30 p.m. at Ridge Road Park (admission is $5 
for adults, and free for children 14 and young-
er); the Heritage of India Festival on Sunday, 
Aug. 5 from 12:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Kensico Dam 
Plaza; and the Jewish Heritage Festival on Sun-
day, Aug. 19 from noon to 6 p.m. at Kensico 
Dam Plaza.

All festivals are sponsored by Westchester 
County Parks. 

For more information and directions to the 
parks, call 914-864-PARK or visit parks.west-
chestergov.com.

Heritage Festivals Continue 
In County Parks 

Woolworth’s Lunch 
Counter 1960? 

By Eric Schoen
Feb. 1, 1960. Four Afri-

can-American college students 
sat down at a lunch counter at 
Woolworth’s in Greensboro, 
N.C., and politely asked for ser-
vice. Their request was refused. 
When asked to leave, they re-
mained in their seats. Their 
passive resistance and peaceful 
sit-down demand helped ignite 
a youth-led movement to chal-
lenge racial inequality through-
out the South.

June 23, 2018. Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders, White 
House press secretary attempt-
ed to sit down and have dinner at a Virginia restau-
rant and was asked to leave because she worked for 
the president of the United States. 

One was racial and one was political. But I 
ask you, friends: What is going on in this country 
when in 2018, one is denied service in a restaurant 
because of one’s political beliefs or who one works 
for? 

I am totally against separating families at the 
border, but for protestors to come into a restau-
rant, private property and harass the secretary of 
homeland security? I have no love for her, and to 
refresh your memory she was one of the top gu-
rus involved in the Hurricane Katrina catastrophe, 
working for “Heck of a job, Brownie,” as he was 
called by then-President George W. Bush. He was 
the guy that screwed everything up. 

If folks want to peacefully protest outside of 
the restaurant against the Trump Administration 
policies, I have no problem with that. But to enter 
the restaurant, private property, and harass some-
one? If I owned the restaurant, I would have told 
the protestors to please leave and if they didn’t 
leave, I would have had them arrested. The secre-
tary probably did not do this so as not to exacerbate 
an already bad situation. 

Elected offi cials on both sides of the politi-
cal aisle condemned the behavior of the Virginia 
restauranteur. Even New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, a politician as liberal as you can get, agreed 
that the Sarah Huckabee Sanders restaurant inci-
dent was wrong. 

And we have a member of Congress, Rep. 
Maxine Waters, claiming the favor of the Almighty 
during a speech at a Capitol Hill “Keep Families 
Together” rally. Waters said Cabinet members 
and highly visible Trump enablers should expect 
harassment at restaurants, gas stations, shopping 
places, and even their homes until they change 
their immigration policy. 

Wasn’t it Martin Luther King who encour-
aged peaceful, non-violent protests? That certainly 
is not “harassment.” I have a suggestion for the 
protestors. Instead of causing a raucous in a restau-
rant, get involved in the political process and work 
for candidates who you philosophically agree with 
who are running against those you disagree with. 

Next week we will celebrate Independence 
Day, the Fourth of July, a federal holiday in the 
United States commemorating the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. It’s 
time to remind ourselves of the great land we live 
in and freedoms that we have that many in the 
world don’t. Time to celebrate America!

Refusing service in a restaurant due to some-
one’s political beliefs is no way to celebrate Amer-
ica. This kind of stuff has to stop. No matter wheth-
er you agree with Trump or disagree, Americans 
need to respect the Offi ce of President, move on, 
and if you don’t like Donald Trump, the election 
for president is two and a half years away. Support 
someone who is running against him. Support can-
didates opposed to his beliefs. That’s the way the 
system has worked since its inception. 

This week, an entrenched incumbent, Con-
gressman Joe Crowley, was defeated by a political 

newcomer still paying off her 
students loans from college. 
This reminds us to take noth-
ing for granted in the world of 
politics. In our great system 
you have the right to vote – 
every four years for president 
and every two years for Con-
gress. 

And you have the right 
to run for public offi ce. If you 
don’t participate, don’t com-
plain!
Stupid Primary Schedule  

New Yorkers went to the 
polls for the congressional 
primary earlier this week. The 

ballots they cast have a dubious distinction: Our 
state is the only state in the nation that is holding 
separate state and federal primary elections this 
year. There were more poll workers at the polls 
than there were voters. 

This has got to be the dumbest decision made 
by our elected offi cials. The money used to man 
the polls and keep buildings open could have been 
used for many better purposes. What a terrible 
waste.

Congratulations to Congressman Eliot Engel, 
representing Yonkers, for winning the Democratic 
nomination. I have always been impressed that En-
gel keeps the majority of his staff in his local dis-
trict offi ces in Westchester to deal with constituent 
issues pertaining to the federal government. I got a 
laugh when one of his opponents said that Engel’s 
constituents didn’t know who their congressman 
was. That’s like saying the American people don’t 
know that Donald Trump is POTUS (president of 
the United States)!

Healthy Food & Bargains  
Many of you look forward to my column this 

time of year, where I focus on happy hours, bargain 
movie theater showings, theater and other ways to 
save. I haven’t been hitting the happy hours lately 
in my quest to lose weight, but I promise right after 
the 4th of July to focus on bargains that you and 
your family can enjoy. 

There are a couple of things I want to bring to 
your attention: If you haven’t been to the multiplex 
movie theater at Cross County Shopping Center, 
you are in for a treat. They have (long overdue) re-
furbished the theater with comfy reclining leather 
seats and stadium seating. It’s a truly enjoyable 
experience. I just wish they would come out with 
some better movies!

Check out MoviePass, the $10-a-month pass 
that lets you (for now) see most movies at the mov-
ie theaters in Westchester (one per day). You can’t 
get a better deal because it costs more than $10 to 
see one movie, with many theaters charging much 
more for a ticket. Last week alone I saw three mov-
ies, well worth the $10 cost. I don’t know how long 
they are going to be able to do this for, as the com-
pany loses money every month. But take my word, 
as long as it exists, as they say, “You gotta be in it 
to win it!’

Corporate America must think people try-
ing to lose weight or stay fi t are morons and don’t 
care about taste. I have tried every protein bar and 
shake. Most end up in the garbage. For taste, low 
calories and high protein, I recommend Think Thin 
chocolate fudge and chocolate brownie (each with 
20 grams of protein) protein bars, and Atkins (15 
grams of protein) milk chocolate delight shakes. 
Refreshing summer drinks are Vitamin Water Zero 
lemonade (tastes like real lemonade) and its triple 
berry fl avor (tastes like Hawaiian Punch). Both 
have zero calories! 

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@aol.
com, or follow him on Twitter @ericyonkers. Lis-
ten to Eric Schoen and Dan Murphy on the West-
chester Rising Radio Show on Thursdays from 10 
to 11 a.m. on WVOX 1460 AM or download the 
Simple Radio app for free from the App Store.

Eric Schoen

By Peter Glantz, Esq.
In a narrow 5-4 ruling, 

the Supreme Court of the 
United States overturned a 
landmark precedent in the e-
commerce sales tax debate, 
thereby striking down a law 
that previously only man-
dated that companies with a 
physical presence in a state 
must collect and remit sales 
tax.

The Supreme Court’s 
opinion, given by Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, ruled that 
the physical presence rules 
upheld in the 1992 Quill 
Corp. v. North Dakota and 
1968 National Bellas Hess Inc. v. Department of 
Revenue of Illinois cases were “unsound and in-
correct.” The judgment of the Supreme Court of 
South Dakota was vacated, and the case was re-
manded for further proceedings consistent with 
the court’s opinion. That means the case will be 
sent back to South Dakota for a fi nal decision. 

Unless the South Dakota court fi nds an-
other reason why the 2016 law should be held 

invalid, which it previously 
did not, it is likely to uphold 
the law. If upheld, South 
Dakota’s law will imple-
ment an economic standard 
that in South Dakota would 
require state sales tax collec-
tion and remittance only if an 
online seller does more than 
$100,000 worth of business, 
or processes more than 200 
transactions in the state.

While the implications 
are not entirely clear yet, this 
is broadly a win for states 
and brick-and-mortar retail-
ers that have aligned with 
them and a loss for e-com-

merce companies like Wayfair and Overstock, 
which argued that the complexity and cost of 
collecting and remitting the new tax will put 
many small digital sellers out of business. 

This article is written by a member of the 
Oxman Law Group, PLLC (www.oxmanlaw.
com). Any comments or inquiries are welcome 
and can be directed to Marc Oxman at 914-422-
3900 or moxman@oxmanlaw.com.

Th e Lawyer’s Desk: 
E-commerce Tax Debate Ends

Peter Glantz
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Letter to the Editor

‘Music in the Park’
Continues at Lasdon

Fun in the Sun at County 
Parks, Pools & Beaches

Op-Ed: Trangucci Addresses 
NR’s Development Plans    

Upcoming events at 
Th e Harrison Library 

On three upcoming Friday, summer concerts 
will be held at Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veter-
ans Memorial on Route 35 in Somers, all starting 
at 5 p.m. 

On July 13, Gerard Carelli will perform jazz 
and swing; on July 20, Back to the Garden will 
present a tribute to Woodstock; and on July 27, 
Chamomile & Whiskey will perform southern 
rock/country.

General admission tickets to the series are 
$10 per person at the door for all ages. Pay by 

cash, check or credit card. Gates open at 5 p.m., 
and music is played from 7 to 9 p.m.

Concert-goers should plan on lawn seat-
ing and should bring their own blankets or lawn 
chairs. The Fork in the Road food truck will offer 
a selection of home-cooked foods. Beer and wine 
will be sold in a tiki bar setting, and The Shop 
at Lasdon will be open during concerts. Limited 
select seating is available via online sale at $25 
per person; go to LasdonPark.org or call 914-864-
7268.

Music, dancing and a salute to local pub-
lic-safety heroes are in store this summer at the 
“Fun in the Sun” special events at the county-
operated pools and beaches.

Family Fun Days offer something for all 
ages. Show off your dance moves with a DJ and 
compete in a water balloon toss or the interac-
tive frozen T-shirt game. These events also offer 
special concession stand items, a balloon artist, 
a magic show, face painting and more.

Public Safety Days are an annual salute to 
Westchester’s fi refi ghters and police. Learn how 
these men and women keep your family and 
property safe every day of the year. 

Start sketching now to be ready to compete 
in the fi fth annual Westchester County Parks 
Sand Castle Competition. Build an extraordi-
nary masterpiece – as a solo work or with a team 
– to impress the judges and win prizes.

Family Fun Days will take place Saturdays, 
July 7 and 14 from noon to 4 p.m. at Tibbetts 

Brook Pool in Yonkers (rain dates are July 8 and 
15). A Public Safety Day is scheduled Wednes-
day, July 25 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Tibbetts Brook 
Pool (rain date is July 26).

Family Funs Day will also take place Sat-
urdays, July 21 and 28 from noon to 4 p.m. at 
Saxon Woods Pool in White Plains (rain date 
is July 22). A Public Safety Day is scheduled 
Wednesday, July 18 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Will-
son’s Woods Park in New Rochelle (rain dates 
are July 19 and 29).

In addition, a Family Fun Day will take 
place Saturday, Aug. 4 from noon to 4 p.m. at 
Glen Island Park in New Rochelle. A Sand Cas-
tle Contest will take place the same day, from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. (rain date is Aug. 5).

Westchester County residency is required 
for all events. Participation is free with paid ad-
mission to the pool or beach. For more infor-
mation, go to parks.westchestergov.com or call 
914=864-PARK.

Dear Editor:
Since Peter Harckham decided to run for 

state senator of the 40th District, we’ve been 
hearing about his accomplishments as a former 
county legislator in Westchester. He left that of-
fi ce to accept a mid-level appointed position, 
working for Gov. (Andrew) Cuomo on the Ma-
rio Cuomo Bridge, which most of us continue to 
call the Tappan Zee Bridge.

There is no doubt that Harckham had some 
successes in the County Legislature, but along 
with that comes a glaring failure: Harckham was 
the majority leader when renegade Democrats 
formed the Independent Democratic Caucus 
and sided with the Republicans, giving (former 
County Executive Rob) Astorino veto power 
and tying the hands of the Legislature. He was 
not strong enough to regain a super-majority and 
gave up the offi ce before his term was up to go 
work for the governor.  

By acquiescing to the governor’s request 
that he run for this position and taking funds 

from big money donors, like those who contrib-
ute to the governor and even some Republicans, 
who will he represent if he wins a primary and 
then wins in November?

Harckham is a candidate foisted on us by 
Cuomo. Robert Kesten has been working within 
communities across the district, meeting with 
constituents, supporting local candidates and 
identifying issues and working on solutions 
since last September. Robert has done all the 
homework and now Peter wants to jump in and 
reap the benefi ts. This is not right. Robert’s sup-
port is the result of a true grassroots effort. We 
deserve someone representing us who under-
stands our problems and will work hard for us.

Do we want another Hillary/Bernie division 
within our Democratic Party? We know how 
that ended up. Peter and the governor should re-
move themselves from our Senate race, for the 
good of all of us and for party unity.
Betty Maher
Lewisboro

Dear Editor: 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and Westchester 

County Executive George Latimer have issued 
statements condemning the inhuman action of 
separating children from their parents at our bor-
der. Robert Kesten and Peter Harckham, both 
candidates for the Democratic nomination for 
New York State Senate District 40, have issued 
statements concerning Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy’s retirement and the threat that poses to re-
productive rights.

People are angry. People are in pain. People 
are scared. Where is Terrence Murphy?  

At this point, I fear Mr. Murphy is not sim-
ply unwilling, but genuinely incapable of taking 
a stand on truly complex, challenging issues. 
Mr. Murphy seems content to allow the diseased 

agenda coming from the White House to infect 
us locally in SD40.

He has yet to condemn white supremacy 
and racism (his offi ce citing the events in Char-
lottesville as a “federal issue”); he has yet to state 
a clear position with regard to the SAFE Act/gun 
safety; he opposes the right to choose, yet will 
not support legislation that would allow for ad-
equate access to contraception; there has been no 
statement concerning the children that have been 
stolen from their parents, many of whom are be-
ing held here at home in Westchester County.

Mr. Murphy’s silence is deafening. I en-
courage us all to make our voices heard loud and 
clear on Election Day, Nov. 6.
Elise-Ann Konstantin
Cortlandt Manor

By Peggy Godfrey
It was not surprising to hear the total num-

ber of housing units permitted in downtown 
New Rochelle when Councilman Louis Tran-
gucci addressed the New Rochelle Citizens Re-
form Club and the Confederation of Neighbor-
hood Associations on June 28. He said there is 
still a large number of apartment units that are 
allowed under the zoning that could be built 
in the six approved downtown zones. He also 
said all the Beckwithe condominium units under 
construction are already sold. 

Trangucci said he supports the overlay dis-
trict (in the downtown area) but fi nds it “upset-
ting” that now all he sees are apartment rentals 
being built. Further, all these new apartments 
will require more police and fi re protection and 
that “this doesn’t help us as a city.”

Identifying plans for Le Count Place and 
Union Avenue areas, he said the city only has 
226 units that are affordable. When queried 
about the number of parking spaces provided in 
each development, Trangucci said they are un-
der the building in a blighted area. The planned 
two-way traffi c for Main and Huguenot Streets 
will eliminate about 60 parking spaces, he said. 
Some changes will be addressed with the help of 
federal grant money.  

Concern was expressed over the large 

number of non-resident students in the public 
schools; Henry Barnard School was cited as 
having the most non-residents. Vince Malfeta-
no said that because of the new tax laws, many 
homeowners are leaving New Rochelle.

The Iona College plan to build dormito-
ries on Fifth and North Avenues still needs to 
be approved. The Industrial Development Cor-
poration was not supported by those attending 
the meeting if there are tax breaks – especially 
if they would be used for further tax abatements 
– and there were concerns about whether this is 
still happening.  

In addition, red light cameras are supposed 
to have a 4-second window, but it was said that 
New Rochelle has a 2½-second window for 
ticketing.

Lastly, the New Rochelle Armory received 
a grant. Twining is the company that has the 
contract for this area now, and plans are still un-
der discussion. Former Assemblyman Ron Tocci 
reminded the group that it is New Rochelle resi-
dents who protested to save the Armory. Their 
efforts should not go unheeded, he said.

Further, Tocci lamented that now there are 
some backers with money who have plans to 
improve the Armory, which is badly in need of 
repair. There will be many potential benefi ts for 
New Rochelle if this site is developed properly.

Have you ever wanted to fl y a drone? Join 
Maker-In-Residence Igor Annopalsky on Mon-
days, July 16, 23 and 30 at 4 p.m. to learn about 
drone technology, safety, legality, regulations, 
and how to fl y a drone. Sign up for multiple ses-
sions to get more hands-on experiences to master 
the fl ying skill. Space is limited. For ages 10 and 
older.

The gentile yoga summer series is back by 
popular demand. Ground your mind and body 
with a gentle yoga Tuesdays, July 17 and 31 at 
11 a.m. Gentle yoga is a twist on traditional yoga, 
making practicing yoga accessible to those who 
cannot stand or move easily. This form of yoga is 
perfect for any age. Chairs and mats are available; 
wear comfortable clothes that allow for move-
ment, and bring water. Registration is required.

A series of painting classes with Doreen Gro-
zinger of Room to Create in Harrison is sched-
uled Wednesday, July 18 at 1 p.m. In this two-
part, mandala art class, create a personal mandala. 
Mandala is a Tibetan word meaning “circle” and 
has been used for meditation, healing and insight. 
Creating them helps us quiet the mind, bring-
ing us into the present moment. Participants will 
be guided in creating a mandala with the use of 
various tools to set up the design, adding images, 
symbols, and color with acrylic paint on canvas. 

Throughout the summer, the Harrison Public 
Library will be featuring fi lms inspired by books, 
including “Fried Green Tomatoes” on July 13, 
“Papillion” on July 20, and “Chocolat” on July 
27. All fi lms start at 1 p.m. Stay tuned for more 
movies in August.

Lawrence Falk of the Westchester Amateur 
Astronomers will show visitors how to view the 

stars in the sky with a telescope Monday, July 16 
at 8 p.m. (rain date is Aug. 5). This outdoor pro-
gram is open to ages 7 and up with a parent.

Cook extraordinaire Annette Zito will show 
visitors how to roll a savory summer roll and 
sweet chocolate truffl es Tuesday, July 17 at 1 p.m. 
Participants will be creating and tasting the food 
samples. Registration is required.

Join the Harrison Public Library for a re-
freshing evening at Tannery Bistro and Bar on 
Thursday, July 19 at 7 p.m., at 7 Purdy St., Har-
rison. Learn how to concoct award-winning cock-
tails inspired by the poem “Sing a Song of Six-
pence.” The rhyme originated as a coded message 
used to recruit crew members for pirate ships. 
Light snacks and samples will be served. Open 
to those age 21 and older. Registration is recom-
mended.

This Spoken Word program will turn current 
social topics into poetry with the help of Marcus 
John on Monday, July 30 at 7 p.m. John will re-
fl ect on the role of libraries in the community and 
read from a selection of texts about social justice, 
civic engagement, and cultural understanding. 
John is an American-born poet/singer/songwriter 
of Grenadian descent. Born and raised in Yonkers, 
in 2009 he started an open mic in the city, which 
evolved into Soulbox Entertainment, an organiza-
tion of educators, musicians, fi lm/vocal produc-
ers, caterers and event planners dedicated to out-
sourcing artists, teaching writing workshops, and 
servicing businesses in network expansion.

The Richard E. Halperin Memorial Library 
Building is located at 2 Bruce Ave., Harrison. 
For more information, call 914-835-0324 or visit 
www.harrisonpl.org.

  

Computer Repair, Upgrade 
and Troubleshooting 

Cracked Laptop Screen, 
Broken Power Jack 

 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery 

 
Call James at 
646-281-4475 
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Sales & Catering Manager at 
Empire City a ‘Rising Star’

Free Concerts, Dancing 
& More at Playland 

Watch ‘CoCo’ at 
Tibbetts Brook Park

Empire City Casino, the 
premier entertainment des-
tination in the northeast, re-
cently announced that Sales 
and Catering Manager Tatiana 
Diaz has been named a Forty 
Under 40 Rising Star by the 
Business Council of West-
chester, the county’s leading 
business membership organi-
zation. The Westchester resi-
dent will be recognized at the 
BCW’s 2018 Rising Stars gala 
in Rye Brook on Thursday, 
June 21. 

As sales and catering 
manager for the 97-acre property, Diaz is re-
sponsible for managing events for the entertain-
ment complex, which includes two full-service 
restaurants, seven venue spaces ranging from 
1,000 square feet to 8,000 square feet, and a 
harness racing track. 

Diaz’ ability to streamline event operations, 
ensuring all aspects of the event from concept 
to completion are planned while remaining fo-
cused on the guests’ experience, has established 
her as a top asset in event management. With a 
background in business and marketing, she is ca-
pable of not only forming strategic partnerships 
to build long-term sustainability and increased 
revenue, but also developing promotional plans 
to garner the best return on investment.

“Thank you, Business Council of West-
chester, for this recognition and for having a 
program like Rising Stars to acknowledge up-
coming generations in our respective indus-
tries,” said Diaz. “I am honored to be part of 
such an influential group of young profession-

als in Westchester County and 
hope to become a positive in-
fluence for future generations 
of Rising Stars honorees.” 

Diaz has managed every-
thing from small, intimate din-
ners and private, members-on-
ly cooking demonstrations, to 
live concerts, boxing matches, 
viewing parties and festivals. 
She also oversees film pro-
ductions for Empire City, ne-
gotiating rates, contracts, and 
logistics for productions to 
film on the property – such as 
Netflix’s “Friends from Col-

lege” and CBS’ “Bull,” which both filmed at the 
casino in the past year. She is also the casino’s 
representative at external tradeshows, expos, 
and industry networking events where she high-
lights Empire City’s event capabilities.

“I would like to extend my congratulations, 
as well as my gratitude to Tatiana,” said Bob 
Galterio, COO at Empire City Casino. “Honors 
such as this are only bestowed upon someone 
who works tirelessly with the needs of the guest 
and the organization both in mind. Her passion 
and strong work ethic is a tremendous asset to 
Empire City’s vision. Well done, Tatiana.”

The Rising Stars program is modeled after 
the national business recognition program “40 
under 40,” and Diaz joins others local profes-
sionals with entrepreneurial accomplishments, 
business affiliations, and demonstrated leader-
ship skills. 

For more information on Empire City Ca-
sino at Yonkers Raceway, visit www.empirec-
itycasino.com.

It’s all about great music this summer when 
classic rock bands, tribute acts and local artists 
bring their talents to Playland Park in Rye, ac-
cording to County Executive George Latimer.

“Classic rock, unforgettable Motown 
sounds, funk, soul and Big Band – it’s all on the 
playlist this summer, live and on stage,” he said. 
“Come early, get a good spot and settle in for a 
fantastic day or evening at the park.”

Talented young students from Mama-
roneck’s School of Rock kick things off when 
they perform music ranging from the “Rock 
101” songbook to heavy metal. See them Fri-
days, July 13 and 27 at 7 p.m., and Sunday, 
Sept. 9 at noon. (Friday night shows in July will 
break for fireworks at 9:15 p.m.)

There’s sure to be dancing in the aisles 
when Dr. K’s Motown Revue brings its upbeat, 
pop-influenced style of rhythm and blues for 
two shows at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, July 21.

On Friday, Aug. 3, get out the leg warmers, 
fingerless gloves and neon brights and be there 
when Jessie’s Girl makes Playland a stop on its 
summer “Back to the Eighties” tour at 7:30 p.m. 

The band, which bills itself as the world’s great-
est ’80s tribute band, performs renditions of fa-
vorites by Prince, Madonna, Bon Jovi, Michael 
Jackson and more.

The Nerds, with more than 25 years’ ex-
perience performing classic rock, take the stage 
for two shows at 7:30 and 9 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 31.

Admission to the concert area is covered 
in the park admission price. Parking is $10 and 
$15 on holidays, for special events and on con-
cert days.

Playland’s famous fireworks shows take 
place every Friday from July 6 to Aug. 31 at 
9:15 p.m., and can be viewed from inside the 
park or for free on the boardwalk outside the 
amusement park complex.

Finally, put on your dancing shoes because 
the Playland Orchestra, formerly known as the 
Milt Gerver Big Band Orchestra, will play on 
the boardwalk for free July 13, 20 and 27; and 
Aug. 3 at 7 p.m.

For the season’s full schedule, go to Play-
landPark.org or call 914-813-7000. 

Westchester County residents of all ages are 
invited to watch a screening of “Coco” (rated PG, 
2017) on Wednesday, July 18 at Tibbetts Brook 
Pool in Yonkers. The rain date is Thursday, July 
19.

The film is part of Westchester County’s 
Family Movie Nights series, which take place at 
several county pools and beaches Wednesdays in 
July and August.

The park opens at 7 p.m. for after-hours 
swimming; bring your own picnic or purchase 
food at the concession stand. For seating, bring 
blankets and chairs. The movie begins at sundown.

Admission is $5 per person, or free for chil-
dren younger than 5. A Westchester County Park 
Pass is not required for admission. Wristbands go 

on sale the day of the event at each location and 
will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis, 
while supplies last.

Family Movie Nights continue July 25 with 
“Paddington” (rated PG, 2014) at Saxon Woods 
Pool in White Plains (rain date is July 26);, Aug. 1 
with “LEGO Ninjago Movie” (rated PG, 2017) at 
Willson’s Woods Pool in Mount Vernon (rain date 
is Aug. 2); and, Aug. 8 with “Nutjob 2” (rated PG, 
2017) at Croton Point Park in Croton-on-Hudson 
(rain date is Aug. 9). All events are from 7 to 10:30 
p.m.

Note that swimming is only permitted until 
dark, and all food and cooler guidelines for regu-
lar pool hours apply. For more information, go to 
parks.westchestergov.com.

Tatiana Diaz

In February, we wrote a story about how 
the Department of Motor Vehicles’ road tests 
for truck drivers, known as commercial driver’s 
license tests, were no longer being offered in 
Yonkers. Most Yonkers residents know that the 
longtime location for regular driver’s license 
tests is on Vrendenburgh Avenue. That loca-
tion for regular driver’s license remains, but for 
CDL truck drivers, the parking lot in the Cross-
County Shopping Center was the location to 
take a test on trucks as large as 18-wheelers. 

Early this year, the New York State DMV 
announced that it will no longer schedule ap-
pointments for CDL tests in Yonkers, and the 
nearest location for a CDL test would be in 
Wappinger’s Falls in Dutchess County.

The decision to half xxxxx CDL tests in 
Yonkers has outraged bus and truck companies, 
and Yonkers resident Al Sorano, owner of Al 
Sorano’s Professional Truck Driving School. 
Sorano trains applicants on his company’s 
trucks and prepares them for the CDL test, 
which is now two hours long. 

“We train a lot of people who are trying to 
get back into the workforce,” he said. “These 
are people with no jobs who come out of prison 
or drug rehabs, we try to help them by teaching 
them how to drive a truck, bus or tractor trailer. 
They come to me for training and then we book 
a road test with DMV in Yonkers, and they use 
my truck.”

Through the help of Yonkers Mayor 

Mike Spano’s office, Sorano was able to get 
a reprieve, and continue to allow CDL tests to 
be taken at the Cross County Shopping Cen-
ter through April. But in May, the CDL test 
stopped again in Yonkers, and it remains that 
way for the past two months. 

Sorano has suggested other locations in 
Yonkers big enough to accommodate a com-
mercial truck but has not been able to get any 
answers from the DMV, which sounds familiar 
to many of us who have gotten caught up in 
governmental/bureaucratic red tape. 

“They said they were in negotiations for a 
new location, but it never happened,” he said. 
“This is not a problem for just Yonkers, but all 
of Westchester County. They are neglecting 
some of their residents who want to become 
drivers and earn a living. It’s about getting jobs 
and putting people back to work.” 

Rumor has it that DMV is working with 
the owners of the Old Boulder Creek steak-
house on Central Avenue, closed for several 
years now, to use as the new CDL test site. 

Sorano said he will believe it when it hap-
pens. “DMV is sitting on their hands waiting 
for state government to tell them to do some-
thing,” he said. “They are not working fast 
enough.” 

Sorano said he will reach out to Yonkers 
state representatives to try to help fix the situ-
ation. But, for now, if you want to take a CDL 
test, head north to Wappingers Falls. 

Westchester Rising Follow Up:
No CDL Road Tests in Yonkers 

Commercial truck drivers seeking a CDL license will not be able to take the test in Yonkers 
anymore.

Tax Foreclosed Real Estate Auction
Washington County

Saturday, July 28, 2018
Registration: 8:00 AM� •  Auction Start: 10:00 AM

115+ Commercial, Residential and Vacant Properties
Sale Location: Kingsbury Volunteer Hose Co. #1

3715 Burgoyne Ave., Hudson Falls, NY  12839

Selling government surplus daily at: auctionsinternational.com
www.AuctionsInternational.com • 1-800-536-1401

Property Catalogues Available at: 
County Offices, 383 Broadway, 

Fort Edward, NY  12828 
or may be downloaded at:

With todays’ technology, people can find 
out more about any business than ever before. 
In fact, 97 percent of people are first searching 
the websites and social media before making 
buying decisions. Online written reviews are 
effective in helping accelerate this decision-
making process, but written reviews have two 
serious problems. 

First, they can be easily faked. Research 
shows that 79 percent of consumers have read 
a fake review in the last year, and 84 percent 
don’t even know how to spot them. Even if your 
written testimonials are 100 percent legitimate, 
people tend to be suspicious.  

Second, people make buying decisions 
based much more on emotions than on logic. 
Research by Harvard Business School shows 
that 95 percent of a purchase decision takes 
place subconsciously. Text tends to be sterile 
and unemotional. When it comes to eliciting 
emotions, nothing beats video. That is why cli-
ent video testimonials have become an impor-
tant part of the marketing strategy of any busi-
ness today.

Video marketing agency Video SEO Pro, 
located in White Plains, has been creating pro-
fessional client video testimonials for many 
years, and these videos have effectively helped 
many of their clients close sales quicker. Ac-
cording to David Vogel, president of Video SEO 
Pro, over the years they have noticed two issues 
regarding video testimonials: “If you ask your 
clients to create their own video testimonials, 
you won’t spend anything – but most clients 
never get around to actually doing it, and when 
they do, the video is shot poorly and the sound 
quality is horrible,” he said. “More importantly, 
the content shared tends to be vague and doesn’t 
cover the value they received from hiring you.

“Another option available to business own-
ers is to hire a professional like Video SEO Pro 
to do it for them,” he continued. “We will use 
questions as the basis for an on-camera inter-
view to get the responses necessary to commu-
nicate the value the company provides. Unfor-
tunately, professional video testimonials tend to 
be cost prohibitive for most small businesses, 
especially if you want more than just one. Ad-
ditionally, a professional video testimonial al-
ways represents a big ask from your client in 
terms of time and inconvenience.”

Understanding the importance video tes-
timonials have as a sales tool and identifying 
the need for an affordable and easy solution 
that would help business owners take advantage 
of that technology, Video SEO Pro decided to 

combine the convenience of shooting a testi-
monial with a smartphone with the professional 
skills required to interview and edit a high-qual-
ity video testimonial – and a new service called 
Remote Video Testimonials was created.

“This new service allows us to help busi-
nesses across the country by producing impact-
ful, high-quality, interview-based video testi-
monials at a very affordable price and with a 
system that makes it quick and easy for their 
clients,” said Vogel.

For a professional video testimonial shot 
in their studio, the pricing starts at $1,500, but 
with remote video testimonials, they can pro-
duce three client video testimonials for that 
same price. What is amazing about remote 
video testimonials is that the entire process is 
virtual; a customer can be filmed wherever they 
are across the country, and the entire process 
takes less than 15 minutes. All the customer has 
to supply is a smartphone. That’s it. 

What makes this product different than 
doing it yourself is you that have access to the 
experts at Video SEO Pro, who use their pro-
fessional interviewing skills to evoke powerful 
and effective responses for the testimonials. 
Once the interview is complete, the 10-minute 
interview is edited into a concise 90-second 
video that includes the best content from the 
interview. 

They also add graphics, including the cus-
tomers’ business title, company logo and con-
tact information. When complete, the remote 
video testimonial can be utilized as a tool to 
close sales quicker and also on all their clients’ 
marketing channels, including websites, social 
media, and all digital marketing efforts.  

Video SEO Pro is a video marketing agen-
cy with more than 40 years of combined video 
production experience that specializes in help-
ing businesses grow by leveraging video con-
tent.

“We are professional storytellers who le-
verage the power of video to help convey the 
unique message of each and every client,” said 
Vogel. “Remote video testimonials give clients 
an advantage in this competitive business en-
vironment and are an effective tool that help 
our clients close more business and do it faster. 
Video testimonials provide much needed cred-
ibility to the sales conversation that instantly 
builds trust.”  

For more information on remote video tes-
timonials, contact Video SEO Pro at 914-368-
9600 or visit www.remotevideotestimonials.
com.

Video SEO Pro Introduces 
Remote Video Testimonials
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Legal Notices

Send your letters and opinions to us at 
dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com 

ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES  
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, 
silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-654-1683.   

DELIVERY DRIVER NEEDED-Delivery 
driver wanted for weekly newspapers in Yonkers 
and Westchester County. Experience and own 
auto preferred. To apply send email to risingme-
diagroup@gmail.com 

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Signifi cant Cash 
Award. Call 866-951-9073 for Information. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY. Buy/Sell/
Mortgage Problems. Attorney & Real Estate Bkr, 
PROBATE/CRIMINAL/BUSINESS- Richard H. 
Lovell, P.C., 10748 Cross Bay, Ozone Park, NY 
11417 718 835-9300 LovellLawnewyork@gmail.
com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS 
FOR WISHES, benefi ting Make -A -Wish. We 
offer free towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible. Call 914 -468 -4999 Today!

HAVE AN IDEA FOR AN INVENTION/
new product? We help everyday inventors try to 
patent and submit their ideas to companies! Call 
InventHelp®, FREE INFORMATION! 888-487-
7074

BUYING DIAMONDS, GOLD, SILVER, 
antique and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, complete es-
tates. Highest prices paid. Call 914 -260 -8783 for 
appointment.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

AIRLINE CAREERS START HERE –
Get trained as FAA certifi ed Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualifi ed students. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM for free information 

866-296-7094
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 

ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip fl ooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 888-657-9488.

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Generic 
100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guaranteed, no pre-
scription necessary. Call 877-845-8068.

OXYGEN- ANYTIME. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refi ll. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 866-971-2603

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4397.00 - 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill - Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com 800 567-0404 Ext.300

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families fi nd senior living. Our trusted, 
local advisors help fi nd solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call: 1-800-404-8852

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 CHANNELS 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-800-943-0838

REVERSE MORTGAGE: Homeowners 
age 62+ turn your home equity into taxfree cash! 
Speak with an expert today and receive a free 
booklet. 1-877-580-3720

GEORGE HILDEBRANDT INC. IS 
SEEKING EXPERIENCED COMPANY 
DRIVERS and Owner/Operators. $10K SIGN 
ON BONUS! REGIONAL AND LOCAL 
ROUTES; NO TOUCH FREIGHT! Call 800-
429-4004

GUARANTEED LIFE INSURANCE! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical exam. Affordable 
premiums never increase. Benefi ts never de-
crease. Policy will only be cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 855-686-5879.

Classifi eds

Notice of formation of: Nor-
Bay 801, LLC. Arts. Of 
Org. fi led with the SSNY 
on 4/18/18. Offi ce location: 
Westchester County . SSNY 
des. agent upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC, 510 Fifth 
Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803.

#6987 06/08 - 07/13

Notice of formation of: Nor-
Bay 507, LLC. Arts. Of 
Org. fi led with the SSNY 
on 4/18/18. Offi ce location: 
Westchester County . SSNY 
des. agent upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC, 510 Fifth 
Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803.

#6986 06/08 - 07/13

Notice of Formation of a Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): 
SF HOMES LLC.  Articles of 
Organization were fi led with 
the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) offi ce on 
5/23/2018.  The County in 
which the Offi ce is to be lo-
cated:  Westchester County.  
The SSNY is designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  The address to 
which the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
the LLC is:  Larry Friedman, 
560 Fenimore Road #2, Ma-
maroneck, NY 10543.  Pur-
pose:  any lawful activity.

#6990 06/15 - 07/20

Notice of formation of Hud-
son River Lacrosse LLC 
Arts. Of Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 2/13/2018. Offi ce loca-
tion: Westchester. The street 
address is: 32 Doyer Ave. 
White Plains, NY 10605. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Joseph 
Adamiak, 32 Doyer Ave. 
White Plains, NY 10605. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6988 06/15 – 07/20

Notice of Formation of a Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC):  
DEALHOUSE NY LLC.  Ar-
ticles of Organization were 
fi led with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) 
offi ce on 6/5/2018.  The 
County in which the Offi ce is 
to be located:  Westchester 
County.  The SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  The ad-
dress to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC is:  Lar-
ry Friedman, 560 Fenimore 
Road #2, Mamaroneck, NY 
10543.  Purpose:  any lawful 
activity.

#6991 06/15 - 07/20 

Notice of formation of B. Av-
ery Syrig Fine Art Services, 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. fi led with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 5/25/18. Offi ce 
location: Westchester. The 
street address is: 269 Watch 
Hill Road, Cortlandt Manor, 
NY 10567. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: B. Avery Syrig, 
269 Watch Hill Road, Cort-
landt Manor, NY 10567. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#6989 06/15 - 07/20

Notice Of Formation Of 
Grosbeak Guitars, LLC 
Arts. Of Org. Filed With 
The Sect’y Of State Of NY 
(SSNY) On 1/9/18. Offi ce 
Location: Westchester. The 
Street Address Is: 136 Hyatt 
Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704. 
SSNY Has Been Designated 
As Agent Of The LLC Upon 
Whom Process Against It 
May Be Served. SSNY Shall 
Mail Process Served To: 
Henry D&#39;Allacco, 136 
Hyatt Avenue, Yonkers, NY 
10704. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Act.

#6992 06/15 – 07/20 

Notice of Formation of Ad-
vance quality LLC fi led with 
SSNY on 9/18/2013. Of-
fi ce location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave-
nue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228  Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

#6995 06/29 - 08/03

Notice of formation of MJA 
HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC 
Arts. Of Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 6/1/18. Offi ce location: 
Westchester. The street 
address is: 527 Florence 
Street, Mamaroneck, NY  
10543. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: Mat-
thew J. Anderson, 527 Flor-
ence Street, Mamaroneck, 
NY 10543. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6993 06/29 - 08/03

NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF DM EQUIPO LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization fi led 
with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 6/20/18. Of-
fi ce location: WESTCHES-
TER County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. The Post 
Offi ce address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is:  
134 MOUNTAIN AVE, NEW 
ROCHELLE, NY 10804. Pur-
pose: Any Lawful Act.

#6996 06/29 - 08/03

Notice of Formation of 
PEGassist Consulting LLC 
fi led with SSNY on 4/26/17. 
Offi ce location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
Joana Aggrey, 1 Bronxville 
Rd., #5N, Bronxville, NY 
10708.  Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

#6994 06/29 - 08/03

Notice is hereby given that 
a license, number 1311203, 
for a beer, wine and cider li-
cense has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell 
beer, wine and cider at re-
tail in a bar/tavern under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Law at 179-181 East Main 
St., First Floor, Mount Kisco, 
NY 10549 County of West-
chester for on premises con-
sumption.
The Pottery Factory NY, LLC

#3287 06/29 – 07/06

Notice of formation of Gold-
enhour Productions, LLC 
Arts. Of Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 9/27/16. Offi ce location: 
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 359 Westchester 
Ave, Yonkers NY. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Kristen Amato, 
359 Westchester Ave, Yon-
kers, NY 10707. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

#6997 07/13 - 08/17

Notice of formation of Ken-
nis Digital Consulting, LLC 
Arts. Of Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on June 7, 2018. Offi ce lo-
cation: Westchester. The 
street address is:445 Wolfs 
Lane Pelham, NY. 10803. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Kennis 
Digital Consulting, LLC. 445 
Wolfs Lane Pelham,
NY 10803.Purpose: any law-
ful act.

#6998 07/13 - 08/17

Notice of formation of LBI 
Property Development, LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability 
Company (LLC), fi led with 
the Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/30/2018. Of-
fi ce location: Westchester 
County. Principal offi ce of 
LBI Property Development 
LLC;  685 Barrymore Lane, 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
Angelo Maiorano, 685 Bar-
rymore Lane, Mamaroneck, 
NY 10543. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity

LEGAL NOTICE
The ordinance, a summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on 
June 13, 2018, and approved by the Mayor on June 13, 2018, and the validity of 
the obligations authorized by such ordinance may be hereafter contested only if 
such obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the CITY OF 
YONKERS, in the County of Westchester, New York, is not authorized to expend 
money or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 
date of publication of this Notice were not substantially complied with, and an ac-
tion, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days 
after the publication of this Notice, or such obligations were authorized in violation 
of the provisions of the constitution.      
          
Vincent E. Spano
City Clerk
City of Yonkers, New York
 
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 23-2018

BOND ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF YONKERS, 
NEW YORK, AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF 
VARIOUS TAX CERTIORARI JUDGMENTS, COM-
PROMISED CLAIMS AND SETTLED CLAIMS AP-
PROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL DURING FIS-
CAL YEAR 2018-2019, STATING THE ESTIMATED 
MAXIMUM COST THEREOF IS $15,000,000, AP-
PROPRIATING SAID AMOUNT THEREFOR, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS OF 
SAID CITY IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF NOT 
TO EXCEED $15,000,000 TO FINANCE SAID AP-
PROPRIATION.

The bonds are authorized to fi nance various tax certiorari judgments, compro-
mised claims and settled claims against the City.
The period of probable usefulness is a minimum fi ve (5) years and maximum 
twenty (20) years, dependent on the total amount of tax certiorari claims paid in 
a single fi scal year.
The amount of obligations to be issued is $15,000,000.
A complete copy of the Bond Ordinance summarized above shall be available for 
public inspection during normal business hours at the offi ce of the Clerk of the 
City at City Hall, in Yonkers, New York.
Dated:  June 13, 2018
 Yonkers, New York

#1587 07/13/2018
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Seniors and Health Care

By Elias Hagos
Social Security District Manager, Yonkers

With so many students gone for the sum-
mer, teachers may now have time to prepare a 
different kind of lesson plan. Help students pre-
pare a better future for themselves with practi-
cal knowledge about fi nancial planning. There’s 
no better time to let young people know that the 
younger they start saving, the easier it will be to 
reach their goals. 

Let us introduce you to the Social Securi-
ty Educator Toolkit. This is a rich resource for 
teachers and advocates. Our “Information for 
Educators” page contains a toolkit with infor-
mation and resources to educate and engage stu-
dents on Social Security. It includes two lesson 
plans with objectives, infographics and handouts 
for each lesson plan, links to Social Security 
webpages, talking points, quiz questions and an-
swers.

It’s important for students to understand 
why Social Security was created and why it is 
essential to their lives today and in the future. 
This knowledge and understanding will provide 
students with a strong base on which to build 
their fi nancial future.

Access the webpage and toolkit at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/thirdparty/educators.html.

Young workers can also see how Social Se-
curity directly relates to them at www.socialse-
curity.gov/people/students.

Getting young people excited about saving 
can be a somewhat abstract subject. Let them 
know their dreams can be achieved with thought-
ful planning and a bit of discipline. Social Secu-
rity is securing today and tomorrow with your 
help and the help of today’s educated youth.

We’re also always here for you if you need 
information about programs and benefi ts. Visit 
us anytime at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Access Social Security’s 
Educator Toolkit By Ann Muro 

In college I majored in behavioral psychol-
ogy. One of the required psychology classes was 
child psychology. In that class, we discussed sep-
aration anxiety in children and its long-term ef-
fects. A child may experience such anxiety when 
separated from his or her parents, similar to the 
situation that the detained immigrant children are 
experiencing now, or even something as simple 
as suddenly being cared for by a new babysitter.

The reality is that the immigrant children may 
suffer long-term effects that will result in trauma. 
Those who suffer from separation anxiety have 
even become xenophobic (fear of strangers). It is 
interesting to note here that often when a child’s 
parents get divorced, the child blames himself or 
herself for the breakup, asking themselves, “What 
did I do that caused this?” The same holds true as 
some of the immigrant children may blame them-
selves, thinking, “Why did mom do this? Was it 
something I did?”

It is so sad to too see and hear the videos of 
children crying. There are other situations that 
have to be addressed, such as those children with 
health issues or even 12-year-old girls who may 
experience menstruation for the fi rst time and 
panic, not knowing what is happening with their 
bodies. Once traumatized, these children may 
have anxiety and panic attacks.

We heard so many politicos use the word 
“compassion.” Many have also claimed they are 
religious. This is not about one’s faith or religion 
– it is pure politics. President Donald Trump kept 
saying the Democrats and Congress were the only 
ones who could change the so-called law, and yet 
he was the one who changed it by executive order. 

There are more than 2,000 children who 
need special care and special attention, and lo-
cating and returning them to their parents should 
be our priority. One can only wonder how many 
children will go missing into the system and never 
be found.

Separation Anxiety  

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with  GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

Department Superior Offi cers Association. These 
four contracts, settled in late December 2017, 
failed to cover retroactive costs in 2017 and costs 
in the 2018 budget. At the same time, the prior 
administration failed to come to agreement with 
the Civil Service Employees Association, which 
covers the vast majority of county employees, 
extending their period without a contract to seven 
years. This is a huge expense to the county with 
no provision in the 2018 budget.

“Promises made under the past administra-
tion included a commitment to freezing property 
taxes for nearly a decade; failing to fund agreed-
upon labor contracts for some employees, while 
allowing the labor contracts for other employees 
to languish and a future obligation to grow ex-
ponentially: closing budget gaps with one-shot 
actions or proposed monetization of public assets 
without a public discussion or agreement upon the 
policy impacts of such proposals; and decimating 
the workforce with dramatic reductions in force, 
placing reliance on outside consultants and con-
tractors.

“This new administration will deal with this 
crisis in the way we have worked over our fi rst six 
months in offi ce – with openness and transparen-
cy, with a cooperative spirit to county legislators 
and all our colleagues in state and local govern-
ments, and with a willingness to make tough deci-
sions in order to secure long-term fi scal health. 

“We will be developing, over the next 60 
days, a game plan to address the current short-
fall for 2017 and 2018, even as we plan the 2019 
budget. We will be reaching out to meet directly 
to the bond rating agencies to deliver a plan for 
addressing the elements of the current situation. 
We will speak with the governor and the State 
Legislature to outline the assistance we need from 
their authority to get us through this period. We 
will meet with the press to answer questions about 
where we are, how we got there, and where we 
go from here. The people of Westchester County 
need to know that we did not get into this situ-
ation overnight, and it will take time to chart us 
on the responsible path that will get us out of this 
crisis. I have faith and confi dence that the people 
of this county will be able to discern rhetoric from 
reality.

“These policies and decisions have created a 
fi scal mess for Westchester County.” (End of Lat-
imer statement).

At the press conference announcing the fi -
nancial review of the county’s books for 2017, 
Nick DeSantis of auditors O’Conner Davies 
broke down the numbers. He explained that $15 
million of the $32 million shortfall came as a re-
sult of the county not moving forward with a plan 
to privatize Westchester County Airport, which 
Astorino had called for, and for which money was 
included in his budget plan. The Board of Legisla-
tors rejected the idea twice, and Latimer’s admin-
istration is reviewing the plan again. 

DeSantis also explained that the county has 
$32 million in revenues that it can ask the taxpay-
ers for without going over the property tax cap 
next year, including an additional $10 million in 
unused taxing authority from the Astorino years. 

DeSantis threw out a number – 5.9 percent – 
which could be a possible property tax increase, 
which Latimer immediately tried to defuse at the 
presser when he said: “Let’s be clear, nowhere 
here have we discussed a property tax increase. 
Anyone who does is playing politics with our fi -
nances. In November we will know. This doesn’t 
trigger any increases today.”

DeSantis also said the county could ask for 
an additional half a percent sales tax increase, 
but that would require state approval and not be 
available until next year. That sales tax increase 
would generate $70 million, but would have to be 

split with local governments. He ended by saying 
that the county’s fi nances have not been that bad 
for many years – not even during the recession 
of 2008. 

The county’s largest union, CSEA, with 
4,000 members, is without a contract and has 
been for several years. Latimer is negotiating with 
the union and cannot discuss the terms until a deal 
is reached, but DeSantis explained that a 1 percent 
increase in the CSEA members’ contract would 
cost the county $48 million, and $16 million in 
the current budget. 

Latimer was conciliatory, peaceful, and not 
interested in laying blame at the press conference. 
“We will not hold any member of the Board of 
Legislators accountable, we are trying to create a 
new relationship,” he said. 

When asked about Astorino, Latimer added: 
“We had a campaign and litigated those issues. 
I’m not looking back but moving forward.” 

Latimer also accepted responsibility for clos-
ing the budget hole in November when he pres-
ents his fi rst county budget. The county executive 
also identifi ed several cost-cutting measures that 
his administration is reviewing, including con-
tracts to private vendors including Liberty Lines 
and at Playland, moving out of leased county of-
fi ce space into county-owned offi ce space, shared 
services, collecting revenues from hotel occu-
pancy taxes and other taxes aside from property 
taxes, and energy reductions. 

The county executive joked that his adminis-
tration had looked at the state’s unclaimed funds 
website and found $20,000 in county government 
funds. “It shows the intent of this administration 
to fi x this and solve the problem presented to us,” 
he said.

Latimer also made it clear that he would not 
immediately make a knee-jerk reaction and raise 
property taxes at a large amount when the seri-
ous budget negotiations begin in the fall and early 
winter. This was refreshing to hear, politically 
wise, for Latimer to say to the many voters in 
Westchester who cast a vote on two occasions for 
Astorino but last year cast their vote for Latimer. 

Latimer also didn’t seek to blame the legisla-
tors that voted with Astorino on county budgets 
over the past seven years. Let us remember that 
Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins, while a 
member of the BOL, proposed and voted on a 
budget with a 2 percent tax reduction. 

Most of the voters, homeowners and taxpay-
ers in Westchester wanted the tax relief that As-
torino gave to us. Now with Latimer’s help, and 
not scorn, we are coming to the conclusion that 
this year and maybe beyond, we will have to pay 
for that relief. 

The City of Yonkers faced a similar budget 
dilemma last month, after adopting budgets in 
prior years that were below the tax cap. The bill 
came due and this year’s property tax increase 
was 6 percent. 

County Board of Legislators Chairman Ben 
Boykin added: “For years I’ve warned about 
structural fi scal imbalance and repeatedly voted 
against budgets that contained one-shot revenues 
and borrowing, with services reduced and invest-
ments neglected, under the guise of no taxes for 
six years. We now embark on a new course with 
new leadership on the county board and a new 
county executive. We may have some diffi cult so-
lutions ahead, including belt tightening and costs 
to pay.”

Others couldn’t resist the swipe at Astorino. 
“As many of us in the Legislature warned, 

the prior county executive’s politically-motivated 
‘no tax increases’ ploy did nothing more than 
push off to the future costs that we are now faced 
with paying today,” said Majority Leader Cath-
erine Parker. “Our job is to fi x this mess and re-
sponsibly restore Westchester’s fi nancial position, 
while continuing to ensure that county’s roads, 
parks and essential services support the quality of 
life in Westchester.”

Astorino Leaves 
Continued from Page 1

Pace University in Pleasantville hosted 
the Westchester Walk for World Water on 
Saturday in partnership with the Children’s 
Environmental Literacy Foundation Student 
Ambassadors. Participants included more 
than 100 Pace students, staff, faculty, com-
munity members, and students from local 
high schools including Bedford, Eastchester, 
Irvington, Kent Place, Scarsdale, Sleepy Hol-
low/Tarrytown, and The Hackley School in-
cluding CELF student ambassadors.

Participants walked one mile with large 
buckets of water on their heads to demonstrate 
the trek that many women around the world 
make each day to collect water

Westchester Walk for World Water, orga-
nized by the Dyson College Institute for Sus-
tainability and the Environment at Pace Uni-
versity and CELF, was held to draw attention 
to the scarcity of safe drinking water around 
the world and raise funds to provide LifeStraw 
Community fi lters to schools in need. While 
most of us are just steps to the nearest source 
of clean drinking water, in many parts of the 
world, people (mostly women and children) 
walk miles to fi nd water.

“CELF is thrilled to once again partner 
with Pace University on a student event that 
addresses one of the most pressing issues of 
our time: the global freshwater crisis,” said 

Katie Ginsberg, founder and executive direc-
tor of CELF. “Just as we see young people 
across the country stand up and address so-
cietal issues, the CELF student ambassadors 
work to build awareness of the global fresh 
water crisis. We are so proud of them for 
speaking up and for contributing their talent 
and energy to the walk. As high school stu-
dents, they are already making an impact by 
educating their own communities about this 
crisis and enabling students in Kenya to have 
access to fresh water.”

“Photos or stories of women and chil-
dren throughout the developing world travel-
ing miles for water, often of terrible quality, 
is not enough,” said Michelle Land, director 
of programming at the Dyson College Institute 
for Sustainability and the Environment at Pace 
University. “Our water walk helps Pace stu-
dents briefl y experience what it is like to have 
to do this every day.”

John Cronin, senior fellow for environ-
mental affairs at Dyson College Institute for 
Sustainability and the Environment, delivered 
the keynote address, titled “Water, Water, Ev-
erywhere… and Nowhere.”

The walk recognized contributions of Pat-
ti Bressman, founding CELF board member 
and founder of CELF’s Student Ambassador 
Program.

Pace Raises Awareness 
About Clean Water Scarcity 
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A number of events are scheduled at West-
chester County parks and nature centers this 
week.

Playland Park in Rye will host a Mama-
roneck School of Rock Concert on Friday, July 
13 from 7 to 10:45 p.m., as well as Big Band on 
the Boardwalk from 7:30 to 10 p.m., and fire-
works at 9:15 p.m. For more information, call 
914-813-7010.

On Saturday, July 14, Muscoot Farm on 
Route 100 in Somers will feature morning farm 
chores from 8 to 9:30 a.m. The fee is $6 per 
person or $20 for a family of four. Also, nature 
awareness activities are scheduled from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. for ages 8 to 10. Explore nature and gain a 
better understanding of the environment around 
you. Pre-registration is required; call 914-864-
7282.

Also on Saturday, Tibbetts Brook Park on 
Midland Avenue in Yonkers will host a Family 
Fun Day from noon to 4 p.m., featuring music, 
dance, fun and games. Admission is included 
with the pool fee. The rain date is July 15. 914-
231-2865.

From 1 to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Read Wild-
life Sanctuary at Playland Park in Rye will host a 
summer ecology walk. Find out what is going on 
in nature during this time of the year as you stroll 
the grounds of the sanctuary. 914-967-8720.

The Marshlands Conservancy on Route 1 
(Boston Post Road) in Rye will host a volunteer 
work project Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m. Bring 

work gloves; hand tools will be provided. 914-
835-4466.

On Sunday, July 15, Muscoot Farm in 
Somers will host a farmers’ market from 9:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Shop the many local vendors 
who offer produce and food products every Sun-
day through October. Also, Shakespeare on the 
Farm will take place from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Bring 
your own picnic and chairs for a hayride out to 
the Pumpkin Field Theater to experience “Ro-
meo and Juliet” outdoors. Admission is $20. 
914-864-7282.

Also on Sunday, Lasdon Park, Arboretum 
and Veterans Memorial on Route 35 in Somers 
will host a walking tour of Lasdon Memorial 
Garden from 2 to 3 p.m. Join Lasdon’s horticul-
turist on a walking tour of a fragrance garden, 
a shrub border and a formal garden. 914-864-
7268.

From noon to 7 p.m. Sunday at Kensico 
Dam Plaza, 1 Bronx River Parkway, a Hispanic 
Heritage Festival is planned, featuring music and 
entertainment, crafts and food vendors. Parking 
and admission are free. 914-231-4033.

At 3 p.m. Sunday at Westchester County 
Center, 198 Central Ave., White Plains, the New 
York Liberty will play the Chicago Sky basket-
ball team. Tickets and information is available at 
countycenter.biz or 914-995-4050.

For more information about Westchester 
County parks and nature centers, visit parks.
westchestergov.com.

Farming, Picnicking & 
More at County Parks 

Murphy’s opponent is yet to be determined. 
Two Democrats, Robert Kesten and Peter 
Harckham, will face off in a September Demo-
cratic primary to see who their party’s candidate 
in November will be. 

We wrote a recent story on this race that we 
want to update our readers on, and show – in our 
view – the insanity of politics today. In our June 
22 issue, we highlighted the battle between Kes-
ten and Harckham in the race to win Democratic 
support. Also in that story, we included informa-
tion about Murphy and his sponsoring a voter 
identification bill. 

We incorrectly reported in that story that 
Murphy had sponsored the bill this year. In fact, 
Murphy sponsored the bill two years ago. That 
bit of information was not included in the press 
release sent out by the Harckham campaign, 
which attracted our interest. 

Even the NY Post appeared to be duped 
by the attempts of Harckham and State Sen-
ate Democrats to make Murphy’s two-year-old 
voter ID bill current, and to link it to President 
Donald Trump. 

We spoke to Murphy’s campaign and have 
agreed to the correction above. However, in a 
comment from the NY Post story, and in a recent 
appearance on Fox News, Murphy attempted 
neither to disavow his sponsorship and support 
for the bill, nor did he even mention that he pro-
posed the bill two years ago. 

Murphy defended his bill. “Our right to 
vote is among our most sacred,” he said, adding 
that the bill asks for the same residency require-
ments as a “recreational fishing license,” wrote 
NY Post reporter Carl Campanile. 

On Fox News, Murphy said: “This is com-
mon-sense legislation. My son needs ID to take 
out a book at the library. All we are asking for is 
a photo ID that matches your signature. Seven-
teen other states have this law.”

Murphy admitted that his bill has no chance 
of becoming law. “I think it gets through the 
Senate but will not pass the Assembly,” he said. 
“The right to vote is sacred and people who want 
to vote should have to present the same ID as if 
they wanted to apply for a fishing license.” 

This story, and the political spinning on 
both sides of the aisle, points to the dysfunction 
we now have in our country’s discourse. When 
speaking to the conservative media, the NY Post 
and Fox News, Murphy wants to highlight his 
conservative bonafides; but when speaking to 
the local media, he wants it known that he spon-
sored the bill two years ago, before Trump was 
elected president. 

But democrats are also guilty of misrepre-
sentation in that they are trying to find anything 
to link Murphy to the president, who remains 
under water in the polls and unpopular in New 
York State. The release from Harckham made it 

seem as if Murphy had just submitted the voter 
ID bill and included a Trump tidbit to boot. 

“According to Harckham, calls for voter 
ID regulations can be traced back to Don-
ald Trump’s claims of voter fraud,” wrote the 
Harckham campaign in its release. 

Unfortunately, this is a preview of the cam-
paign to come. Look for Democrats to try to link 
Murphy to Trump, and for Murphy to peg either 
Harckham or Kesten to liberal-progressive ideas 
that will bankrupt the taxpayers in the district. 

One issue that the Murphy campaign has 
tried to tie to either Harckham or Kesten is 
single-payer health care for all New Yorkers, 
which Murphy is calling “Albanycare.” Kes-
ten supports single-payer, which would give all 
New Yorkers health care, similar to or the same 
as Medicare; Harckham has not publicly com-
mented on the idea, which will not become law 
this year. 

A majority of New Yorkers do not want 
single-payer, including most union members 
and those who already have health insurance. A 
recent story in Crain’s estimated the cost of sin-
gle-payer health care in New York at $90 billion 
– more than half the entire current state budget. 

“Pete Harckham cannot expect to be taken 
seriously if he fails to explain his position on 
Albanycare and many other important issues, 
such as the governor’s recent decision to par-
don paroled cop killers, rapists and pedophiles, 
and allowing them to vote,” said Martha Ruiz-
Jiménez, the spokesperson for the Committee to 
Elect Terrence Murphy.

Ruiz-Jiminez also underscored the “bicker-
ing” between Kesten and Harckham, which in-
cludes Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who is said to be 
a driving force behind getting Harckham in the 
race. “Reports say progressive activists are left 
feeling infuriated and betrayed after the gover-
nor himself was working the phones to coax for-
mer County Legislator Peter Harckham to enter 
the SD-40 race,” she said. “I’m getting my pop-
corn ready as we watch the bickering. So much 
for Democratic unity.” 

After leaving the County Board of Legisla-
tors, Harckham ran for Assembly in 2010, los-
ing a Democratic primary to David Buchwald. 
Harckham then took a job with Cuomo’s admin-
istration in the Office of Homes and Community 
Renewal. 

Democratic sources told Rising newspapers 
in May that Harckham was set to take a post in 
the administration of County Executive George 
Latimer before being “strongly encouraged” to 
run for State Senate by the governor. 

“The governor must feel that the so-called 
Indivisible movement is a joke,” said Ruiz-Jimé-
nez. “He clearly doesn’t trust local Democrats to 
make the right call, but while knifing them in 
the back, he is recycling a stale candidate. Voters 
have already rejected Peter Harckham and they 
will do so again if given the chance.” 

And it’s only July 13, folks… 150 days un-
til Election Day. 

Murphy-Harckham
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my wife. I’m also into the Star Wars movie series, 
but not interested in the latest “Solo,” because Han 
Solo was not a Jedi. 

I was so desperate to get out of the house 
and into a movie theater for some air conditioning 
and overpriced popcorn that I took my wife to see 
“Gotti,” a biography of the life of Mob Boss John 
Gotti, starring John Travolta. 

Like many 50-somethings my age, I have en-
joyed Travolta’s film career and enjoy a good mob 
movie. The movie is based on the book by John 
Gotti Jr. and is a story with a favorable slant toward 
Gotti Sr. I understood all of this going in and I ig-
nored the fact that the movie has taken years to get 
onto the big screen.

“Gotti” has been trashed by critics and by 
about half of the audience who saw the movie 
and posted a review. The key to this movie, in my 
view, is to try and allow Travolta to morph into 
John Gotti. The film is also only 95 minutes long, 
and while I enjoy all movies to be less than two 
hours, there’s a lot to get to in “Gotti.” I would rec-
ommend it only for those who enjoy a mob movie 
and/or Travolta. 

I’ll also give you two Westchester angles to 
Gotti: One of John Gotti Jr.’s trials was held in 
Federal Court in White Plains, before Judge Bar-
rington Parker. At the time, Gotti Jr. was barred 
from meeting with his father in prison because of 
prosecutors; fears that they would discuss illegal 
enterprises. 

But Parker, in the hopes that Gotti Jr. would 
accept a plea deal if he could visit his father, agreed 
to the visitation, which is part of the book and the 
movie. Gotti Jr. did take a plea deal and has left the 
mafia (if anyone can leave). 

Larchmont native and actor Chris Kerson 
plays Willie Boy Johnson, the real-life childhood 
friend of John Gotti, in the movie. Johnson became 
an informant for the prosecution and was subse-
quently shot to death. Kerson has a great part in 
the movie and plays it well, shooting alongside 
Travolta. 

The easy and obvious answer to my original 
question – where are all the good adult movies? – 
is that they are on cable television and on Amazon 
Prime, Netflix, etc. One of my pastimes, when I’m 
desperate for a movie to watch at home, it to scroll 

through the On Demand offering of new movies. 
One thing that surprises me is the number of 

movies with A-list actors and actresses that never 
make it to the big screen and that we never hear 
about. Al Pacino, Robert DeNiro, Natalie Port-
man and Uma Thurman all appear in On Demand 
movies that we have never heard about. For some 
reason, the movie studios decided not to support 
these movies with ads on TV, or send them to the 
theaters. 

One of my favorite actors is Christian Bale, 
and when I found an On Demand movie with him 
in it, I took a chance last weekend. The movie is 
“Hostiles” (a bad and confusing name for a mov-
ie), which did appear on the big screen for a short 
period of time this year, although I never noticed it. 

Set in 1892, “Hostiles” tells the story of a leg-
endary Army Captain (Bale), who after stern resis-
tance, reluctantly agrees to escort a dying Chey-
enne war chief (Wes Studi) and his family back 
to tribal lands. Making the harrowing and perilous 
journey from Fort Berringer, an isolated Army 
outpost in New Mexico, to the grasslands of Mon-
tana, the former rivals encounter a young widow 
(Rosamund Pike), whose family was murdered on 
the plains. Together, they must join forces to over-
come the punishing landscape, hostile Comanche 
and vicious outliers that they encounter along the 
way.

This was a great movie that I recommend to 
all. Some of my other favorites that you can find 
On Demand is “Sicario” (the sequel is one of the 
movies I will see in a theater soon) and the great 
cable TV series like “Homeland,” “Billions” and 
“Ray Donovan.” I recommend all three, and you 
can start from the beginning if you never started 
watching them. 

But I still miss going to dinner and a movie 
with my wife once a month, or more, if there were 
more good movies available to see. Part of my re-
gret feeds into another narrative that I hope to write 
about and discuss with you in future weeks… that 
we are shopping at home, and ordering takeout by 
delivery or Grubhub, and watching our movies at 
home. 

The result is the death of some of our shop-
ping, dining and entertainment experiences – es-
pecially in some of our Westchester malls. I think 
we need to try and make a point of shopping and 
spending offline. 

Send us your movie ideas, in the theater or 
On Demand, if you have them, so we all can enjoy. 

Where are
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called for all primaries to return to a September 
date, but it never gets done. In a recent op-ed, 
Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner brings up an-
other relevant point: The June federal primary ac-
tually suppresses voter turnout. 

“Tomorrow is primary day in Greenburgh for 
federal offices,” he wrote. “Congressman Eliot En-
gel, who represents parts of Greenburgh, is being 
challenged by Joyce Briscoe, Jonathan Lewis and 
Derickson Lawrence. Polls are open from 6 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. at the polling place you usually vote at. 
There are primaries for other congressional seats 
being held around NYS.

“On Sept. 13 – a few months from now – 
there is another primary contest for governor, lieu-
tenant governor, state legislators, attorney general 
of NYS… Every election is very expensive – tax-
payers have to pay significant dollars for election 
inspectors and all the costs of running an election. 
The county now oversees elections but bills the 
cost of elections to the local governments. Green-
burgh has budgeted over $205,000 for primary and 
Election Day expenses in 2018. 

“The question I have is this: Why do we 
need two separate primary elections dates for fed-
eral and state offices?” continued Feiner. “In some 
years past, all primaries were held on the same day. 
I believe that all primaries – for both state and fed-
eral offices – should be held on the same day. New 
York State taxpayers would probably save millions 

of dollars if the election dates for federal and state 
offices were consolidated by members of the NYS 
Legislature and the governor. There is absolutely 
no public policy benefit to the taxpayers to have 
separate primary elections. Having two separate 
elections probably results in reduced voter partici-
pation – not more participation… a form of voter 
suppression.

“Westchester has the highest property taxes in 
the country. Greenburgh taxpayers could probably 
have saved close to $100,000 if the primary dates 
were consolidated into one. And, Westchester tax-
payers would probably have saved over $1 million. 
NYS taxpayers are throwing out millions of dollars 
that could have been used to keep taxes down or 
for important services,” said Feiner. 

The federal primaries were changed as a re-
sult of a federal lawsuit and court case that deter-
mined that in order for overseas veterans to vote 
for Congress by absentee ballot, the federal pri-
mary date needs to be changed. So the date was 
changed to late June in New York, with the state 
primaries staying in September 

State Senate Democrats have proposed a 
package of voting reforms, including moving the 
state primary to June. State Senate Republicans 
have been opposed to many of the reforms, includ-
ing early voting and same-day registration. 

One elected official told us that moving the 
federal primary back to September would not com-
ply with the court’s decision, but we just recently 
read a story about a federal primary for Congress 
in Massachusetts taking place in September. So the 
confusion continues. 

Throwing $50 
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side accommodations, award-winning dining, and 
an unmatched selection of family-friendly water 
and land activities ideal for family vacations, 
weekend getaways and one-of-a-kind events.

The Sagamore opened its doors in 1883 and 
catered to the wealthy northeasterners who turned 
the Lake George region into the favorite vacation 
spot of its time. A fire destroyed the property on 
two occasions, which was restored to its present-
day glory and now sits on the National Register 
of Historic Places, and is a prestigious AAA-Four 
Diamond resort.

The historic main hotel on Lake George fea-
tures 137 rooms, 54 of which are suites, all de-
signed with Adirondack-inspired décor. The main 
hotel sits above both indoor and outdoor heated 
swimming pools with breathtaking views of Lake 
George. Spanning 10,000 square feet, its outdoor 
terraced pool deck sits next to a 95,000-gallon 
swimming pool and features 250 chaise lounges, 
as well as a separate warming pool. 

The resort also has its own boat, The Mor-
gan, a 72-foot vessel that brings guests out for a 
90-minute tour of the lake and the surrounding 
islands.  

An emphasis on children’s activities – in-
cluding a massive recreation center complete with 
miniature golf, ping pong ball, basketball, Whiffle 
Ball and other games and activities organized by 
staff – provide young kids with a vacation of their 
own. A bonfire with s’mores and a horse-drawn 
carriage around the property are all included ame-
nities. 

Eight restaurants on the property make it 
possible to throw your keys in your suitcase and 
stay on the grounds and enjoy La Bella Vita Italian 
Restaurant, Pavilion, Club Grill Steakhouse, Mr. 
Brown’s Pub, and other, lighter, family-friendly 
poolside dining options.   

Legendary architect Donald Ross designed 
The Sagamore’s golf course in 1928, which is 

located 5 minutes away, off the resort’s island. 
The inland, mountain course is reminiscent of 
many of Westchester’s famed tree-lined courses 
and two Ross-designed courses, Siwanoy and 
Whippoorwill. The course didn’t disappoint, with 
scenic vistas and challenging bunkers protecting 
most greens – all features of Ross designs, mak-
ing the course worthy to be named one of Golf 
Magazine’s best 100 golf resorts.

My family stayed in a spacious lodge suite 
located next to the main hotel, which included 
enough room for my daughter and wife, and a 
small kitchen and deck with lakefront views. The 
staff was friendly and accommodating.

While visiting, I read a passage in a local 
guide to Lake George that summed up every 
family’s desired result from a summer vacation. 
It was written by billionaire media mogul David 
Geffen who, as a kid from Brooklyn, spent sum-
mers camping with his family on one of the public 
islands of Lake George.

Geffen wrote: “If there is one thing that 
stands out in my mind about our yearly trips to 
Lake George, it’s probably that my family felt 
like more of a unit there than any other setting. 
At home in Brooklyn, it seemed like we rarely 
sat down together in the same room; my mother 
worked tirelessly at running her shop, my father’s 
job kept him very busy, as well, and my brother 
and I behaved like typical kids, running in differ-
ent directions.

“Once we arrived and had pitched our tents, 
we had the chance to hang out together like a tra-
ditional family and get to know each other – for 
better or worse. I’ll always remember those camp-
ing trips as happy, wonderful, relaxing times.” 

Our visit to The Sagamore was memorable, 
and had us already planning next year’s return 
trip. My wife said the views of Lake George, the 
spanning poolside and waterfront dining remind-
ed her of the Caribbean. And the sights, sounds, 
games and activities of Lake George Village were 
only 10 minutes away. 

Visit thesagemore.com for more informa-
tion.

The Sagamore 
Continued from Page 1



Two Broadway rock classics come to Westchester in July. “Rent” and “Hair” are 
both musicals that defined generations and 
they are back with a vengeance. Presented 
by the Westchester Sandbox Theatre, these 
two shows will have attendees rocking in the 
aisles. 

“Rent” will be performed July 13 to 15, 
and “Hair” will be performed July 27 to 29, 
with shows at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 
and 3 p.m. Sundays. Performances take place 
at the Bendheim Center of Performing Arts 
at the JCC of Mid-Westchester, 999 Wilmot 
Road, Scarsdale. 

Tickets are $20 and available at www.
wstshows.com or by calling 914-630-0804. 
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New York State Homes and Community 
Renewal and Wilder Balter Partners recently 
announced the completion of a $21 million 
affordable housing development in the Chap-
paqua section of the Town of New Castle. The 
development renovated the iconic Reader’s 
Digest headquarters building to create 64 
mixed-income apartments.  

Developed by Wilder Balter, Chappaqua 
Crossing is located on a sprawling campus that 
will include a variety of retail and commercial 
spaces and is also close to the Chappaqua Met-
ro-North train station and Saw Mill Parkway.

“The moment I first walked through, I 
realized it was an incredible structure with a 
rich history,” said Wilder Balter President Bill 
Balter. “As builders, we embraced the chal-
lenge of retaining the special architectural de-
tails while incorporating the modern amenities 
necessary to create a unique and highly desir-
able living environment. Our company has 
built thousands of homes, condos and apart-
ments, but this presented a unique opportunity 
to work outside the box and we are extremely 
proud of the way it came together.”

The original Georgian-style brick build-
ing with its signature cupola opened in 1939 
and for seven decades served as the headquar-
ters for the Reader’s Digest magazine and as-
sociated businesses. The conversion included 
restoration and preservation of both the com-
pany’s wood-paneled reference library and its 
stately formal entrance rotunda, while at the 
same time introducing creatively designed liv-
ing spaces.

The development offers a mix of one-, 
two- and three-bedroom units, with 38 afford-
able to low- and moderate-income residents 
who meet a variety of income-eligibility lev-
els, and 26 available at market rate. Residents 
have access to landscaped courtyards, an out-
door play area, two fitness rooms, a club room, 
walking trails, on-site retail, potential job op-

portunities of the on-site office tenants, and a 
shuttle bus to the Metro-North train station in 
downtown Chappaqua.  

When complete, the 700,000-square foot 
campus will offer a Whole Foods Market, 
Lifetime Fitness gym, additional shops and 
restaurants, and more than 500,000 square feet 
of office space.  

The decision to convert the original por-
tion of the Reader’s Digest’s 680,000-square-
foot headquarters from office to housing was 
reached after discussions between Chappaqua 
Crossing owner Felix Charney, Balter, and the 
Town of New Castle. 

“A lot of different ideas had been consid-
ered for the original section of the building,” 
said Charney, who is president of Summit 
Development, based in Southport, Conn. “We 
always had included affordable housing in the 
plans we had for the overall property, and we 
had received approval to build new housing 
on the site. Then, in talking with Bill, who 
was relocating the Wilder Balter headquarters 
to Chappaqua Crossing, the idea emerged of 
converting the Cupola Building to housing. 
And Bill has done a terrific job accomplishing 
that goal.”

New York State Homes and Community 
Renewal has provided about $10 million in 
financing for the project in the form of tax-
exempt bonds and subsidy. HCR’s federal and 
state low-income tax credit allocation will 
generate $5.4 million in equity. Other funding 
sources include $4.1 million from Westchester 
County.

“This development is a perfect example of 
a community finding a creative way to breathe 
new life into an old corporate property,” said 
Westchester County Executive George Lat-
imer. “By incorporating a unique mix of af-
fordable, workforce and market-rate housing, 
this complex becomes desirable to all different 
kinds of families.” 

A New Chapter for Old 
Reader’s Digest HQ

From left are Tricia Yarger, director of the Municipal Securities Division for Citi Community 
Capital; Robert Wilder, Jr., principal of Wilder Balter Partners, Inc.; RuthAnne Visnauskas, 

commissioner/CEO of NYS Homes & Community Renewal; William Balter, president of Wilder 
Balter Partners, Inc.; Victor Sostar, executive vice president of Regions Affordable Housing; 
Norma Drummond, acting commissioner of the Westchester County Department of Planning; 

Westchester County Executive George Latimer; and New Castle Town Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein.
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By Dan Murphy 
Hopefully all of us can find some time this 

summer to relax and read a good book – preferably 
on a beach somewhere. Two books with a Yonkers 
angle caught my eye as suggested summer reading 
material. 

Former reporter and Yonkers City Council 
President’s Officer staffer Laura Fahrenthold has 
written “The Pink Steering Wheel Chronicles,” 
which presents a moving portrait of her life told 
with unflinching honesty about marriage, mother-
hood, and mourning after the sudden death of her 
husband, Bloomberg journalist Mark Pittman. 

A former NY Daily News crime reporter and 
14-year editor at Woman’s World magazine, Fahr-
enthold shares her adventures and misadventures, 
her deeply-layered love story, and her hilarious 
slice of life dispatches at home and on 31,152-ash-
spreading miles across the U.S. and Canada in an 
RV with her eyeball-rolling teens and a stray dog 
in tow, where the pink steering wheel becomes her 
spiritual GPS. 

Fahrenthold explains that the book, which 
was an Amazon “Hot New Pick,” is a retelling of 
the effort to heal her family and daughters after the 
death of their father, and the road trip they took 
that forced the family to heal. “It was a way to be 
a family again,” she said. “In order for my girls to 
heal, they would need a lot of love, a lot of fresh 
air, and a lot of sunshine.” 

The author’s honesty and ability to explain 
their experiences are life lessons for everyone who 
has to deal with loss.

Fahrenthold served as press secretary to Yon-
kers City Council President Chuck Lesnick. She 
returns to her Yonkers roots with a book signing 
this Saturday, June 30 from 2 to 4 p.m. at Barnes & 
Noble on Central Park Avenue.

Patricia Vaccarino has penned “YONKERS 
Yonkers!” about the old Yonkers Carnegie library, 
which was torn down in one of the worst acts of 
bad redevelopment and lack of foresight in the 
city’s history. 

Vaccarino left her hometown of Yonkers at 
age 17 and never looked back… kind of. She re-
members returning to Yonkers to visit her grand-
mother, and standing in front of the Finast grocery 
store in Getty Square, she saw a friend she knew 
from long ago, Donna Gendelman, carrying an 
armload of books. Vaccarino asked her what she 
was doing with the books. 

“I’m returning them to the library,” Gendel-
man replied. 

Vaccarino pointed to the Yonkers City Hall, 
close to where the library once stood. A gaping 
hole in the ground was all that remained. 

The destruction of the library might be the 
darkest hour in the city’s history. The Carnegie Li-
brary was razed to make room for a bridge to New 
Jersey that never materialized, and yet, the site of 
a dry cleaner’s owned by a Yonkers City Council 
member was preserved. 

Vaccarino never forgot the library that once 
stood as a beacon of hope and inspired her to be-
come a writer. Now a historical photo of the library 
is on the cover of her controversial book, which 
sheds light on the true underpinnings of racism. 
The friendship between gutsy white girl Cookie 
Colangelo and shy black boy Herman Lynch cap-
tures the harsh, sometimes hilarious realities of be-
ing black or white in working-class Yonkers. 

“YONKERS Yonkers!” takes place during 
one of the most turbulent times in American his-
tory, 1969-71. Experience Woodstock, the music 
of the times, the Vietnam War, a bad president in 
the White House, upheaval in society, and the fun-
damental breakdown of social order. The reader 
will never forget the metaphor and imagery of the 
owl, the beauty of the Sumac trees, and the power-
ful portrayal of what it means to be a human being. 

“Yonkers Yonkers!” is a literary fiction for 
adults and young adults. It is available on Ama-
zon, in libraries, and in select book stores, and can 
also be purchased at the Yonkers Barnes & Noble. 

Enjoy your summer, Yonkers. 

“The Pink Steering Wheel Chronicles”  
by Laura Fahrenthold 

Summer Reading With 
A Yonkers Connection  

have told this story: Ocasio-Cortez’s family did 
everything ‘right’ in the way we traditionally think 
they should do it in the United States,” writes 
Washington Post reporter Helaine Olen. “Yet they 
still almost financially cratered when they en-
countered a bad patch. That’s not uncommon in 
a country with an inadequate safety net, where 40 
percent of the population says they could not come 
up with $400 in an emergency.”

Because of the hard work of her parents and 
family, Ocasio-Cortez was able to live the Ameri-
can dream. That is the experience that most of 
us had growing up in Yorktown, and most of us 
freely admit it. 

Previously, Ocasio-Cortez’s biography stat-
ed: “She ended up attending public school 40 
minutes north in Yorktown, and much of her life 
was defined by the 40-minute commute between 
school and her family in the Bronx.”

But Ocasio-Cortez didn’t commute to school 
in Yorktown; she lived there with her mother in 
a house purchased for $150,000 in 1992. Like 
many families, her family pooled their resources 
and were able to come up with the down payment 
for a home with the help of family. My grandpar-
ents helped my mom and dad come up with the 
$6,000 down payment for our Ridge Street York-
town home in 1972. The price was $32,000. My 
old home is now up for sale for $475,000.

Eventually her home was sold in 2016 for 
$355,000 

After her primary victory June 26, Ocasio-
Cortez told Stephen Colbert that President Don-
ald Trump “doesn’t know how to deal with a girl 
from the Bronx.”

After being confronted with her Yorktown 
history, Ocasio-Cortez responded by saying: “A 
major part of my story, and what I’ve shared with 
my neighbors throughout this campaign, is that I 
grew up between two worlds. At a young age, my 
entire extended family (aunts, grandparents, etc.) 
chipped in on a down payment for a small home 
in Yorktown so I could go to public school there. 
My mom was as a house cleaner for other people 
in the town, so we could get by.

“Your attempt to strip me of my family, my 
story, my home, and my identity is exemplary of 
how scared you are of the power of all four of 
those things. It was clear to her, even then, that 
the zip code a child was born in determined much 
of their destiny. The 40-minute drive represented 
a vastly different quality of available schooling, 
economic opportunity and health outcomes.

“It is nice (Yorktown). Growing up, it was a 
good town for working people.”

Most of the teachers and students that gradu-
ated with Ocasio-Cortez at YHS remember her 
fondly. In 2007, she was honored by the York-
town Town Board for her second-place finish in 
the Intel Science and Engineering Fair Compe-
tition. In another competition, the MIT Lincoln 
Laboratory named an asteroid after her – asteroid 
23238 Ocasio-Cortez’s after a global science fair.

Yorktown High School science teacher Mi-
chael Blueglass called Ocasio-Cortez “extremely 
gifted and amazing. She’s always wanted to make 
a difference,” he said. “She cares about other 
people tremendously, always did. She was always 
friendly with all different groups of students and 
she always cared about doing the right thing.”

Another Yorktown alum in the Class of 
2007, Jose Alvarado, became an unofficial pho-
tographer-videographer for Ocasio-Cortez’s con-
gressional campaign. “Her story is unique, in-
spiring and historical, and she is only an election 
away from getting into Congress and being the 
first woman of color to represent her native Bronx 
neighborhood and district of NY-14,” he said. 

Ocasio-Cortez is a self-described Democrat-
ic Socialist who has identified eradicating home-
lessness, Medicare for all, free tuition at public 
universities, a $15 minimum wage, and abolish-
ing U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
as her major issues of concern, saying, “I believe 
that in a modern, moral and wealthy society, no 
person in America should be too poor to live.”

Politics appears to have always been in her 
blood. While at BU she worked in Sen. Ted Ken-
nedy’s office. After volunteering for presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders in 2016, Ocasio-Cortez 
moved to New York City and began part-time 
work to make ends meet, including bartending, 
before making her legendary run for Congress. 

How did she do it? Hard work and by get-
ting nontraditional voters out to vote on a non-
traditional voting day. “People (pollsters) try to 
identify who is the most likely person to turn out. 
What we did is we changed who turns out,” said 
Ocasio-Cortez, who had many millennials and in-
divisible voters cast a vote for her. 

Ocasio-Cortez and her volunteers collected 
5,480 signatures to get on the ballot – a mammoth 
undertaking with an impressive result. The cam-
paign was run out of her Bronx apartment, and 
clearly she was able to speak to underrepresented 
voters in the district.

Another reason not to believe pollsters any-
more is the fact that in early June, one poll had 
Ocasio-Cortez down 30 points to Crowley. On 
primary night, she beat Crowley 57 to 43 percent, 
meaning the polls had it wrong by 40 points.

Crowley’s absence and stupidity also played 
a role, as he didn’t appear at debates, and he lives 
with his family in northern Virginia. Ocasio-Cor-
tez tapped into the vastly changing demographics 
in the district where Latino voters outnumber all 
others. 

Barring an unforeseen event, Ocasio-Cortez 
will be sworn in as the next member of Con-
gress from the 14th District – a district that is 
Democratic by a 20-1 margin. Her opponent is 
St. John’s professor Anthony Pappas, a member 
of the Green Party whose major issue is judicial 
reform. 

She’s Bronx born, but grew up in Westches-
ter, which doesn’t have to go against her cam-
paign persona as a Socialist-Progressive Latina. 
You don’t have to be embarrassed because your 
family worked their rear ends off to give you a 
better life. 

Ocasio-Cortez 
Continued from Page 1

Westchester Sandbox Theater
Presents ‘Rent’ & ‘Hair’ 
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The Business Council of Westchester, the 
county’s leading business membership organi-
zation, recently inducted its 2018 class of Rising 
Stars, a diverse and highly talented group repre-
senting an impressive array of professions. The 
winners were honored June 21 during a recep-
tion at 800 Westchester Ave., Rye Brook. 

The Rising Stars program is modeled af-
ter the national business recognition program 
“40 under 40.” Honorees were chosen based on 
professional and/or entrepreneurial accomplish-
ments, professional and/or business affiliations, 
and demonstrated leadership skills.

“It was a wonderful evening,” said Mar-
sha Gordon, president and CEO of the Business 
Council of Westchester. “I congratulate the win-
ners who represent a new generation of up-and-
coming professionals in Westchester.’’

The 2018 Rising Stars are:
Michael Abitabilo, Principal Jackson Lew-

is, P.C.
Patrick J. Bates, AIA Associate Principal, 

Commercial Architecture, Papp Architects, P.C.
Nicole S. Belkin, Assistant Professor of Or-

thopedic Surgery, NewYork-Presbyterian Medi-
cal Group Hudson Valley

Catherine Cioffi, Communications Director 
for County Executive George Latimer

Keia Clarke, Chief Operating Officer, New 
York Liberty

Jacob Davidoff, Partner and Co-Chair-
Transactional Real Estate Practice Group, Fen-
tin, Goldman, Turk, & Davidoff LLP

Roman Degtyur, Senior Vice President of 
Infrastructure Services, IAC Applications

Tatiana Diaz, Sales & Catering Manager, 
Empire City Casino

William J. Flooks, New York State Li-
censed Funeral Director, Beecher Flooks Fu-
neral Home

Michael Gott, MD, Orthopedic Surgeon, 
Westchester Sport and Spine

Elizabeth Green, Associate Director – En-
vironmental Health & Safety, Regeneron Phar-
maceuticals, Inc.

Laura B. Greenfield, Senior Vice President, 
Commercial Real Estate - People’s United Bank

Christie L. Houlihan, Senior Director & 
Counsel, Houlihan-Parnes Realtors, LLP

Heather Howley, Owner, Operator, Inde-
pendent Helicopters LLC

Ayesha Khan, Senior Director Develop-
ment, Feeding Westchester

Samantha Krieger, Executive Director, The 
Bristal Assisted Living at Armonk

Akhil Kumar, Partner and Co-Founder, 

Arch Global Advisors
Nelida Lara-Garduno, Partner DelBello 

Donnellan Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP
Marissa Madonia, Development Director, 

Westchester Parks Foundation
Daryl Mastracci PE, LEED AP BD+C 

Managing Principal CSArch
Stephen Moroney, Senior Vice President – 

Regional Manager, TD Bank, N.A.
Adam Nalewajek, Director, Wealth Plan-

ning, Altium Wealth
Willard Overlock, Vice President, Leasing 

Reckson, a Division of SL Green Realty Corp.
Bradley Porche, Ed.D, Superintendent, 

New York School for the Deaf
Kira Pozdnyakova, Doctor of Audiology, 

CEO and Co-Owner, Audiology Associates of 
Westchester

Andre Rainey, Mayor of the City of Peek-
skill/President of NOO Moves Entertainment

Stephanie Ramos, Attorney & Founding 
Partner Lacroix Ramos, LLP

A. Garvey Rene, MD FACC FSCAI, Clini-
cal and Interventional Cardiologist CareMount 
Medical

Adam Rodriguez, Counsel Bleakley Platt 
& Schmidt, LLP

Deth Sao, Director of Development-Se-

idenberg School of Computer Science & Infor-
mation Systems Pace University

Vikas Satyal, Senior Director of Category 
Development, HEINEKEN USA

Bunita Sawhney, Executive Vice President, 
Global Debit & ATM, Mastercard

Chirag Shah, Principal Real Estate Broker/
Owner   Gateway Realty and Lifestyle West-
chester

Meredith Snider, Section Manager, West-
chester Overhead Con Edison

Kevin Sylvester, Chief of Police, Ossining 
Police Department

Katharine Warrington Woodward, Owner/ 
Operator, Grillmaster Walter’s Hot Dogs, Ma-
maroneck

Matthew Warshay, President/CEO, Jump 
Start Tutoring, Inc.

Sean Weiner, Director of Creative Culture 
& Senior Curriculum Developer, Jacob Burns 
Film Center

Alexandra Weisz, Vice President of Opera-
tions, RPW Group, Inc.

George Weldon, Jr., Director of Telecom-
munications, Northern Westchester Hospital

For more information about the Business 
Council of Westchester and its Rising Stars pro-
gram, visit www.thebcw.org. 

BCW’s Rising Stars of 2018 - County’s Best & Brightest 

The Business Council of Westchester’s Rising Stars Class of 2018.


