
�e Yonkers African-
American Heritage Commit-
tee�s second annual celebra-
tion of Juneteenth in the City 
of Yonkers will take place this 
weekend, with event sched-
uled Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, June 3, 4 and 5.

For 150 years, June-
teenth National Freedom Day 
has continued to be the most 
recognized African-Ameri-
can holiday observed in the 
U.S. Also known as �emanci-
pation day,� 

Juneteenth commemo-
rates the survival � due to 
God-given strength and de-
termination � of African-
Americans, who were �rst 
brought to the United States 
of America stacked in the bot-
tom of slave ships in a month-
long journey across the At-
lantic Ocean, known as the 
�middle passage.�

Juneteenth commemorates the day that free-
dom was proclaimed to all slaves in the south by 
Union General Gordon Granger on June 19, 1865 
(Juneteenth is the combination of words June and 
19th) in Galveston, Texas � more than two and a 
half years a�er the signing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln and 
two months a�er the end of the Civil War.

�e annual Juneteenth celebration began in 
the 1970s and has continued to be a major cultural 
event and source of pride for the African-Ameri-

can community in the City of Yonkers.
�is year�s principle is kujichagulia, which 

is an African principle that relates to self/group 
identity as well as the spirit of determination, and 
is the theme for the city-wide Juneteenth African 
heritage parade and festival in Yonkers, which is 
schedule to be held Sunday, June 5. 

Other scheduled events include the raising of 
the Pan African �ag above City Hall on June 3, a 
symposium at the Nepperhan Community Center 
on June 4 at noon, and a youth night at the Hudson 
River Museum starting at 6 p.m.
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The home at 2 Grandview Boulevard, the proposed location for a mosque. Photo by Bayan 
Baker.

Visit Barnes & Noble this weekend.

From left are former Good Counsel Academy and current Sacred Heart High School students, 
Valedictorian Alana Persing and Salutatorian Alexis Benjamin; and Sacred Heart High School 
Salutatorian Katharine Chamberlain and Valedictorian Eric Acevedo. Photo by Bayan Baker.

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano signed legisla-
tion last week that o�cially landmarks a Tudor 
home at 20 Grandview Boulevard in the Colonial 
Heights neighborhood, which is the future home of 
a Mosque. 

He also explained his rationale for agreeing to 
the decision of both the Landmarks Board, which 
voted 9-0 to landmark the property, and the City 
Council, which voted 4-3 for the landmarking:

�I have reviewed the decision of the Land-
marks Preservation Board to approve landmark 

status for 20 Grandview Boulevard, as well as the 
City Council�s vote to approve the decision of the 
Landmarks Preservation Board,� he said. �My re-
view was carried out with the intent to determine 
whether there was anything in the record of these 
two decisions that would indicate errors of judg-
ment, procedure, or consideration of the facts as 
presented. Absent such a �nding, there is no justi-
�cation for a veto that would negate the decision of 
the Landmarks Preservation Board or subsequent 

By Phil Foley
Stop by Barnes and Noble at 2614 Central 

Park Ave., Yonkers to take part in a special Sum-
mer Reading Triathlon on Saturday, June 4 at 11 
a.m. �is is a program that gives kids an opportu-
nity to earn a free book. 

�ere will also be a book signing by New York 
Times best-selling author Chris Grabenstein, who 
wrote �Escape From Mr. Lemoncello�s Library� 
and �Mr. Lemoncello�s Library Olympics.�

�e opening ceremony will be rounded out 
with activities and challenges, including word 
scramble, puzzle solving and friendly competition 
inspired by Gabenstein�s novels. Free stickers and 
bookmarks will be available at the event, while 
supplies last.  

For more information, email BN.com/Sum-
merReading or call Kelly Schulze community busi-
ness development manager at Barnes and Noble 
Yonkers, at 914-771-6411.

By Dan Murphy 
�e Yonkers City Council will consider 

a law that would give members permission to 
exceed the state-mandated property tax cap as 
they continue negotiations with Mayor Mike 
Spano on a new city budget, due July 1. �e City 
Council was expected to approve the law at its 
special meeting June 1.

In April, Spano proposed a $1.1 billion 
spending plan for the city and schools that 
would increase the property tax levy by 1.24 
percent and complies with the tax cap. Also in-
cluded in Spano�s budget is a proposed doubling 
of the Real Estate Transfer Tax, from 1.5 to 3 
percent. 

�e 100 percent increase in the �ip tax, or 
exit tax, has resulted in opposition from home-
owners, many of whom have spoken out at re-
cent budget hearings and let their feelings be 
known to their council members. 

�e increase in the transfer tax would raise 
$8 million in additional revenue. If the council 
was to remove the increase from the budget, it 
would have to �nd another revenue stream to 
make up for the lost $8 million, or make $8 mil-
lion in cuts to the city budget. 

�e four Republican members of the coun-

cil majority are unwilling to pass a budget with 
the doubling of the �ip tax. An increase in prop-
erty taxes, to 3 or 4 percent, appears to be more 
amenable, but that decision will be made as 
budget negotiations continue. 

Five votes will be needed on the City Coun-
cil to pass a budget that includes an override of 
the property tax cap, resulting in the need for at 
least one Democrat on the council to agree to a 
�nal budget plan. 

Discussion with council members and the 
mayor on the budget, the �ip tax and the prop-
erty tax cap, continues. 

At last week�s council meeting, the council 
voted to approve $7.3 million in property tax 
refunds, or tax certioraris, for 92 settlements 
from tax years 2009-14. �e two biggest refunds 
went to 1523 Central Park Ave., with a refund 
of $1 million for the period of 2006-14; and 
270 North Broadway, with a refund of $586,000 
from 1999-2013. 

Spano has budgeted $500,000 for tax cer-
tioraris in next year�s budget. State Comptrol-
ler �omas DiNapoli�s o�ce commented on the 
city�s budgeting for certioraris, stating that �the 
city may need more funds to pay tax certiorari 
claims than have been budgeted.� 

Ending 35 years of at-
tempts to develop the property, 
the Yonkers Industrial Develop-
ment Agency voted last week 
to authorize bringing a Target 
department store on the Austin 
Avenue site adjacent to the New 
York State �ruway. �e plan 
also calls for up to 11 acres of 
the property to be dedicated as 
public parkland.

��is has been a long time 
in the making, but the result is 
that this currently vacant prop-
erty will provide taxes, provide 
jobs, and provide a public park,� 
said Mayor Mike Spano, who 
chairs YIDA. �Target will now 
join Stew Leonard�s, Costco and 
Home Depot as major destina-
tions for shoppers coming to 
Austin Avenue.�

�e property will be sold 
to Morris Companies, the pro-
posed developer for this proj-
ect, for $32 million, with the 
proceeds split between Yonkers and Westchester 
County governments. Of that amount, the City of 
Yonkers will receive $13 million and the county 
will receive $19 million; $25 million of the $32 
million will be paid at closing with the remain-
der being paid in stages during construction and 
opening of the store. 

Morris Companies has been attempting to 
develop the Austin Avenue property since 1985, 
when an agreement was originally made with the 

city. Target made a proposal 15 years ago to build 
a store, but the plans had fallen victim to a va-
riety of factors, including negotiations between 
county and city governments as to the division of 
the purchase price. Title to the property is held by 
the Westchester Industrial Development Agency.

Council Majority Leader John Larkin, who 
represents the Austin Avenue community, spent 
the last few years working with homeowners in 
the area, as well as developers and the city, to try 

By Bayan Baker
Author�s Note: �is article showcases the ac-

complishments of two valedictorians and saluta-
torians. Earlier last year, in 2015, Good Counsel 
Academy had shut down, and approximately 
twenty female students from Good Counsel were 
placed in Scared Heart Academy in order to com-
plete their �nal academic year. �e administra-
tion decided that instead of ignoring the academic 
standings of these twenty students, they would in-

stead, incorporate them with their own students 
and have multiple students with the same rank-
ings. And so, this June 2016, Scared Heart High 
School has two valedictorians and two salutato-
rians (one from Good Counsel Academy and one 
from Sacred Heart).

As the school year comes to an end, so 
does Yonkers Rising�s local student spotlights, 
as Sacred Heart High School and Good Counsel 
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An aerial view of the new Target location (in green), just north 
of Stew Leonard’s.




















