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If you’re not going to Churchill Downs in 
Louisville for the Kentucky Derby, Empire City 
Casino is the place for New Yorkers to watch 
the “Run for the Roses.” Real Housewives of 
New York megastar Bethenny Frankel, daughter 
of the late and legendary Hall of Fame trainer 
Bobby Frankel, will host the casino’s Kentucky 

Derby viewing party Saturday, May 7, trackside 
at historic Yonkers Raceway.

A bevy of trackside activities at the casino’s 
historic Yonkers Raceway will be highlighted by 
the opportunity to meet and take a photograph 
in the winner’s circle with Frankel from 5:30 to 

By Dan Murphy 
A long-debated and discussed plan to 

subcontract out the day-to-day operations at 
Playland to Standard Amusements passed the 
County Board of Legislators on Monday night. 
By a vote of 13-4, the BOL approved a shared 
capital investment program and profit-sharing 

program with Standard Amusements. 
Playland, which is currently owned and 

operated by Westchester County, has consis-
tently lost money (between $2 million and $4 
million) yearly, but has also been a job provider 
for young Westchester residents, and like many 

Reading unlocks many doors for a child’s 
future, and many low-income children will 
have some additional tools for that success, 
thanks to United Way of Westchester and 
Putnam bringing reading kits to small, eager 
hands and their families as part of its celebra-

tion of “Week of the Young Child.”
“I am touched by the eagerness of the chil-

dren we have met,” said Alana Sweeny, presi-
dent and CEO of the local United Way serving 
Westchester and Putnam. “One little boy said 

Celebrity to Host Kentucky 
Derby Party at Empire City

County Board Approves 
New Playland Deal

13-4 Vote For Private Operator 

Doubling of RE Transfer Tax 
Could Derail Spano for CE 

Still Trying to Understand 
The Trump Phenomena 

United Way Provides 
Reading Kits to Kids
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From left are MPAC President John Khader, County Executive Robert Astorino and Dr. Ammir 
Rabadi. Photo by Donna Davis.

By Dan Murphy 
The Mediterranean Political Action Com-

mittee held its inaugural gala April 9 at Gran 
View Caterers in Yonkers.

Founded by Yonkers businessman John 

Khader, MPAC is a coalition of Westchester 
County citizens who represent a diverse com-
munity from all socio-economic backgrounds. 
These citizens are committed to promoting 

By Dan Murphy 
Like most members of the local, state and 

national media, we have missed the political 
passion of the American people for Donald 
Trump. Now that he is well on his way to the 
GOP nomination for president, we’re still try-
ing to identify it and figure it out. 

One of the New York-metropolitan area’s 
most popular radio talk show hosts is Mike 

Francesa, who has hosted the “Mike and Mad 
Dog” show (now “Mike’s”) on WFAN radio 
for more than 25 years. I have been a loyal lis-
tener since my return back to Westchester from 
college in 1990.

Francesa provides the best sports cover-
age for the rabid New York sports fan. But this 
year, Mike has injected a little bit of politics 

By Dan Murphy 
Three years ago when County Execu-

tive Robert Astorino ran for re-election, his 
campaign took to task New Rochelle Mayor 
Noam Bramson, the Democratic county execu-
tive candidate in 2013, and portrayed him as 
another “tax and spend” liberal. The Astorino 
campaign highlighted Bramson’s City budgets 
in New Rochelle that exceeded the tax cap, 
and his spinoff of the library budget, which 
resulted in a new library tax. Garbage, sewer 
and other “nuisance taxes” were used by Asto-
rino to contrast his record on controlling taxes 
to Bramson’s, resulting in a blowout Astorino 
victory. 

Pocketbook issues for voters in the high-
est-taxed county in the nation have resulted 
in Astorino’s victory and re-election. Now, as 
discussions begin in Westchester as to which 
Democrat will challenge Astorino in the next 
election (if Astorino decides to seek a third 
term), taxpayers and homeowners in Westches-
ter’s largest city are up in arms over a plan, 
submitted by Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano in 
his budget proposal, to double the Real Estate 
Transfer Tax from 1.5 to 3 percent. 

Westchester homeowners are familiar with 
the New York State “flip tax,” or transfer tax, 

which charged 1 percent of the sale of a home 
in New York, to be paid for by the sellers. 

But if you are lucky enough to own a home 
in Yonkers and wish to sell, you must also pay a 
transfer tax to the city’s coffers. The 1.5 percent 
RE Transfer Tax is one of the “nuisance taxes” 
unique to Yonkers in Westchester. (Employers 
from Yonkers also have to pay a city income 
tax.)

Now Spano has proposed doubling one of 
the more unpopular taxes in the city. An outcry 
from Yonkers Residents after Spano’s budget 
proposal resulted in the story below, which we 
reprint from Yonkers Rising April 29. 

Last week on the front page of Yonkers 
Rising we printed a summary from Mayor 
Mike Spano, outlining his proposed budget for 
the 2016-17 fiscal year. Not included in that 
summary was a proposal to increase the Real 
Estate Transfer Tax from 1.5 to 3 percent to 
help close an estimated $8 million shortfall in 
the city budget. 

The Real Estate Transfer Tax is imposed 
on all property owners who sell their homes in 
Yonkers. While it is known as one of the “nui-
sance taxes” unique to Yonkers (the income tax 
surcharge is the other unpopular tax), the con-

Mediterranean Political 
Committee Hosts Gala

Vows to Get Involved in Local Elections

Continued on Page 12 With More Photos
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Wear your finest Derby Hats this weekend at Empire Casino-Yonkers Raceway.

Alana Sweeny, president and CEO of United Way of Westchester and Putnam, center, hands 
out reading kits to 110 children at the WestCOP Head Start Infant-Toddler Learning Center in 

New Rochelle.

Radio talk show host Mike Francesa’s (left) support of Donald Trump has “legitimatized” 
Trump’s presidential run for some New York sports fans.

The Log Flume at Playland, which opens Saturday.
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 ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES  
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furni-
ture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, 
comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-654-1683.   

Delivery Driver Needed-Deliv-
ery driver wanted for weekly newspapers in 
Yonkers and Westchester County. Experience 
and own auto preferred. To apply send email to 
risingmediagroup@gmail.com 

Licensed therapists needed - 
for Early Intervention  SLP, OT, PT, SI, SW, 
Psych  Cases in Westchester County for ages 
0-3 with developmental delays Send resume to 
HR@skhov.org

Professional African Ameri-
can couple truly want to adopt. 
Greatrelatives, active lifestyle, huge hearts, 
adventurous, loving.Confidential, allowed 
expenses paid. Kecia and Devon. 1-866-932-
5603 

ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE-
BRIMFIELD’S, Famous Outdoor Antique/ 
Collectibles Show of 5,000 Dealers  starts 
Tuesday May 10th. Info on 20 individual show 
openings-www.brimfield.com May 10th-15th 
2016. 

STATE of VT SURPLUS LIVE AUC-
TION ON May 07,2016,10:00 AM, Central-
Garage, 1756 US Route 302, Berlin, Vermont, 
ALSO Selling governmentsurplus ONLINE 
for 750+ agencies, 1-800-536-1401,www.Auc-
tionsInternational.com Lic#3218 

Donate your car to Wheels 
For Wishes, benefiting Make -A -Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible. Call 914 -468 -4999 To-
day! 

IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE RE-
PLACEMENT SURGERY AN SUFFERED 
AN INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-
5727 

Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ 
To hunt your land. Call for a Free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet & Quote. 1 -866 -309 
-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com 

ADIRONDACK LAKEFRONT! 
131 acres– ••• MILE OF WATERFRONT 
-$299,900 Pure, clean lake teeming with fish 
and wildlife! Mature woods withtrails, tro-
phy deer and valuable timber! 40 Mins from 
Albany! Ownerterms! (888) 701-7509 Wood-
worthLakePreserve.com 

HUNTING/ TIMBER LAND SAC-
RIFICE!111 acres -$159,900 Trophy deer 
hunting, huge timber value, private access to 
2 lakes! 3 hrs from the GW Bridge! Terms 
avail!888-905-8847 WoodworthLakePreserve.
com 

3 CABINS ON THE LAKE! 30 acres-
$249,900MUST SELL! Rustic cabins on a 
beautiful unspoiledlake just 3 hrs NY City! 
Mature woodlands, tumbling stream,incredible 
setting! 888-479-3394 WoodworthLakePre-
serve.com 

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS-
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/ KIT Complete 
Treatment System.  Available: Hardware 
Stores. The Home Depot, homedepot.com 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 
-MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill -Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1 -800 -578 -1363 
Ext.300N 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 
-MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill -Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1 -800 -578 -1363 
Ext.300N 

5+ acres in Tennessee start-
ing at $17,900; Wooded, Views, Creeks! Un-
restricted hunting & Timber Tracts 50+ acres 
starting at $89,900!! Call 1-877-740-6717 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best 
selection of affordable rentals. Full/partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open daily. 
Holiday ResortServices. 1-800-638-2102. On-
line reservations: www.holidayoc.com 

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired.Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! Call 
Juley Today! 800-413-3479 www.CashForY-
ourTestStrips.com 

Classifieds

Notice of formation of 125 
South 12th Equities LLC 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on February 5, 2016. Of-
fice location: Westchester. 
The street address is: 405 
Tarrytown Rd., Suite 1047, 
White Plains, NY 10607 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Michael 
Alston, 405 Tarrytown Rd., 
Suite 1047, White Plains, NY 
10607. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6748	 04/01 – 05/06

Notice of formation of Col-
laborative Technologies, 
LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 6/15/2015. Office 
location: Westchester Coun-
ty. The street address is: 27 
Forster Parkway, Mount Ver-
non, NY 10552. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Dayne Codring-
ton, 27 Forster Parkway, 
Mount Vernon, NY 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6751	 04/01 – 05/06

Notice of formation of Stu-
dio CGS LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on April 4th, 
2016. Office location: West-
chester County. The street 
address is: P.O. BOX 336, 
Larchmont, NY, 10538. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: CARMEN 
GIRALT, P. O. BOX 336, 
LARCHMONT, NY 10538. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6754	 04/08 – 05/13

Notice of formation of Amaz-
ing Children Day Care LLC 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 3/6/2016. Office loca-
tion: Westchester. The street 
address is: 311 Sixth Ave 
Pelham New York 10803. 
Roxana Soures has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
Roxana Soures shall mail 
process served to: Roxana 
Soures 311 Sixth Avenue 
Pelham, New York, 10803. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6756	 04/15 - 05/20

Notice Of Formation Of 
NURAZZI, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on January 25, 
2016. Office Location: West-
chester County. The Secre-
tary of State of New York has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon which process 
against it may be served. 
The Secretary of State of 
New York shall mail a copy 
of any process against the 
LLC served upon him or her 
to: P.O. Box 8224, Pelham, 
NY 10803. Purpose: for any 
lawful purpose.

#6755	 04/15 – 05/20

Notice of formation of Stra-
tegic Joy Communications, 
LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on January 28, 2016. 
Office location: Westchester. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: C/O 
United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Av-
enue, Suite 202 Brooklyn, 
New York, 11228. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

#6757	 04/15 - 05/20

Notice of Formation of Nev-
erStopMoving365, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 2/22/16. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Christina Collins, 
65 Third Street, Pelham, NY 
10803. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

#6759	 04/29 - 05/27

Notice of formation of OLA-
YA MORILLO REMODEL-
ING, LLC, a domestic LLC, 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 03/11/2016.Of-
fice located: Westchester 
County. SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to The LLC, C/O CRIS-
TIAN MORILLO, 250 New 
Main Street Yonkers 10701.
General Purposes. 

#6761	 05/06 - 06/10

Notice of formation of SOSA 
& ASSOCIATES, LLC, a 
domestic LLC, Arts. Of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
02/16/2016.Office located: 
Westchester County. SSNY 
is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The 
LLC, C/O Leo Sosa, 434-A 
South Broadway, Yonkers 
10705.  General Purposes.

#6763	 05/06 - 06/10

Notice of formation of HG 
Wireless, LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/2015. 
Office location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 77-79 East Main Street 
Elmsford, New York 10523. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: HG Wire-
less, LLC 77-79 East Main 
Street Elmsford, New York 
10523. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6758	 02/26 – 04/01

NOTICE OF FORMATION, 
Petrillo Construction LLC, 
Articles of Organization Filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of New York (“SSNY”) on 
April 11, 2016. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated for ser-
vice of process. SSNY shall 
mail copies of any process 
served against the LLC to: 
Petrillo Construction LLC, 41 
Edison Avenue, Mt. Vernon, 
NY 10550. Purpose: any 
lawful business purpose. 

#6760	 04/29 - 05/27

Notice of formation of 
WHITESTONE MARBLE 
WORKS, LLC, a domestic 
LLC, Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 02/16/2016.
Office located: Westchester 
County. SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to The LLC, C/O SEVKI 
KARAKAYA, 252 LAKE AVE 
#A YONKERS NY 10701. 
General Purposes.

#6762	 05/06 - 06/10

Notice of formation of PRES-
TIGE TOUCH MOBILE DE-
TAILING, LLC, a domestic 
LLC, Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 07/15/2015.
Office located: Westchester 
County. SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to The LLC, C/O LOR-
NELL DARNEL TAYLOR, 
244 HUTCHINSON BLVD,  
MT VERON, NY 10562. 
General Purposes.

#6764	 05/06 - 06/10

Notice is hereby given that 
Brothers Fish & Chips Res-
taurant, Inc. has applied for 
a license, NUMBER PEND-
ING, to sell liquor at retail in 
a restaurant under the Alco-
holic Beverage Control Law 
at 172 N. Highland Ave. Os-
sining, NY, for on premises 
consumption, Brothers Fish 
& Chips Restaurant, Inc.

#3212	 04/29 - 05/06

Notice of Formation of Dolly 
Productions, LLC. Arts of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 
2/22/16.  Office location: 
Westchester County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to Catherine 
R. Hogan, 1020 Warburton 
Ave., Unit 12D, Yonkers, NY 
10701. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

#6749	 04/01 – 05/06

Name of Limited Liability 
Company Money Machine 
Enterprise LLC: Date of fil-
ing Articles of Organization 
with the Secretary of State 
(SSNY) 2/11/2016. The LLC 
is located in Westchester 
County. The SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
The post office address to 
which the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
it served is to the principal 
business location at c/o 35 
Pier Street Yonkers, NY 
10705. Purpose of business 
of LLC is any lawful act or 
activity.

#6752	 04/01 – 05/06

Notice of formation of Joel 
Finnigen Photography Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/05/2016. Office location: 
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 284 S Columbus 
Ave, Apt D4, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10553. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Joel Finnigen, 284 
S Columbus Ave, Apt D4, 
Mount Vernon, NY 10553. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6750	 04/01 – 05/06

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTER-
EST TO WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR GSR 

2005-5F,
Plaintiff

-against-

DAVID K. O, SEONA O, FIA CARD SERVICES, N.A., AMERICAN EXPRESS BANK 
FSB AND AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTURION BANK

Defendant(s)

Pursuant to a judgment of foreclosure and sale duly dated
AUGUST 25, 2015

I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction to the highest bidder at THE 
LOBBY OF THE COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 111 DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
BOULEVARD, WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK on May 18, 2016 at 9:00 AM premises 
known as 60 CLINTON AVENUE, RYE, NY 10580-1639.
ALL that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, situate, lying and being in the City of Rye, 
County of WESTCHESTER and State of New York. 
Section 146.6 Block 2 Lot 43
Approximate amount of lien	 $878,990.15 plus interest and costs.
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed judgment Index # 54287/13
ANTHONY TIRONE, ESQ., REFEREE
STEIN, WIENER AND ROTH, L.L.P., 
ATTORNEYS FOR THE PLAINTIFF
ONE OLD COUNTRY ROAD, SUITE 113 
CARLE PLACE, NY 11514
DATED: April 11, 2016
FILE # WELLS 69924

#3211	 04/15/2016 – 05/06/2016

Col. Robert Law-
rence Janzen, USAF, 
ret., 80, of Spotsylvania 
County, passed away Fri-
day, May 6, 2016 at his 
home, from Parkinson’s 
disease with Lewy Body 
dementia. He was sur-
rounded by his wife, fam-
ily, friends, and caregiv-
ers from Virginia Home 
Care Partners and Capi-
tol Caring Hospice, from 
whom the entire family 
received invaluable assis-
tance and comfort. 

Col. Janzen was a 
graduate of Pelham Me-
morial High School in 
Pelham and earned a 
bachelor of arts degree from Colgate Univer-
sity in Hamilton; a bachelor of science degree 
from the State

University of New York, Empire State Col-
lege; and a master’s degree from Webster Uni-
versity in St. Louis, Mo.

Col. Janzen proudly served his country 
for 28 years and was a veteran of the Vietnam 
War. He was awarded numerous medals and 
commendations throughout his distinguished 
career, including the Bronze Star, the Legion 
of Merit and the Meritorious Service Medal. 
He continued his military education during 
the course of his career, graduating from the 
Air Command Staff College, Military Justice 
Course and the Air War College, to name a few.

Following retirement from the U.S. Air 
Force, Col. Janzen worked for the American 
Fire Corporation and was a lifetime member 
of the Spotsylvania Volunteer Fire Department 
for 27 years, serving at fire departments at his 
various duty stations while in the Air Force. 
During his time with SVFD he mentored many 
firefighters and was a great friend and father 
figure to all. He served in various capacities and 
received numerous awards during his tenure. 

His last run with the department was in 
2010 due to his illness. However, he continued 
to serve on the board of directors. 

Col. Janzen is sur-
vived by his wife, Jenni-
fer “Jenny” King Janzen 
of Fredericksburg, Va. 
Bob and Jenny grew up 
next door to each other 
in Pelham, and dated 
throughout high school 
and college, but upon 
graduation went their 
separate ways. Bob was 
happily married to his 
first wife, Norma Roger 
Lindsay, R.N., USAF, for 
47 years until her death 
in 2009. He and Jenny 
stayed in touch through-
out the years and when 
they attended a high 
school reunion in 2010, 

they rekindled their romance and were mar-
ried in 2011.

Col. Janzen is also survived by step-sons 
Stephen Culhane of Brooklyn and Philip Cul-
hane of Boston, Mass.; seven grandchildren; 
sister Margaret Alice Janzen of White Plains; 
sister-in-law Elizabeth Zurcher Janzen; niece 
Penelope J. Winn; two great-nephews and a 
great-niece; and nephew Stephen Janzen. 

He was preceded in death by his first wife, 
Norma; son, Peter Scott Janzen; parents, Carl F. 
and Edna Janzen; and brother, Carl H. Janzen, 
who also died of Parkinson’s disease.

The family received friends Wednesday, 
May 4, at Covenant Funeral Service in Freder-
icksburg. A service was held Thursday, May 5 at 
the funeral home chapel. Interment followed in 
Quantico National Cemetery with a reception 
following at Fire Company/Rescue Station No. 
4 in Fredericksburg.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests me-
morials be made to the Parkinson’s Disease 
Foundation, 1359 Broadway, Suite 1509, New 
York, NY 10018; to Company 4 Spotsylva-
nia Volunteer Fire Department, P.O. Box 146, 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553; or The Harvard Brain 
Trust at http://hbtrc.mclean.harvard.edu/givc.

An online guest book is available at www.
covenantfuneralservice.com.

Obituary Notice
Robert L. Janzen

Col. Robert Lawrence Janzen
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Advertise on our Seniors and Health Care 
Page! Call today: 914-965-4000

Seniors and Health Care

The Center at Lake Isle  
Monday, May 9 

 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. AARP defensive driving 
program (registration required)
9:30 a.m. No line dancing with Theresa
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
12:30 p.m. Exercise with Linda  
 1 p.m. Bridge / cards / Mahjong / board 
games

Tuesday, May 10
8:30 a.m. Exercise video with Grace
9:15 a.m. Exercise with Patricia
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
 12:30 p.m. “Exercise Your Mind” with 
Maryellen Saenger
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong

Wednesday, May 11
9:30 a.m. Tap dancing with Paula
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards

12:30 p.m. Exercise with Evey
1 p.m. Mahjong/Bridge/cards

Thursday, May 12
9:30 a.m. No intermediate line dancing
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
 12:15 p.m. Cookies and information with 
The Osborne
1 p.m. Mahjong/Pokeno/cards
1 p.m. Knitting with Paula 

Friday, May 13
8:30 a.m. Exercise video
9:30 a.m. Zumba Gold with Patricia 
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
12:30 p.m. Art class with Anne
12:30 p.m. Yoga with Peggy  
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong
The Center at Lake Isle is located at 660 

White Plains Road, Eastchester. For more in-
formation or transportation, call 914-337-0390.

Town of Eastchester
Senior Programs & Services

Wartburg, a leading provider of senior care 
services in Westchester County, honored 71 em-
ployees for their service and dedication at the 
annual Years of Service Luncheon held recently 
on the 34-acre campus.

“We celebrated 71 employees who to-
gether represented 820 years of service,” said 
Dorothea Bell, executive vice president of hu-
man resources. “What a great testimony to our 
employees and the value that Wartburg brings 
as an employer of choice in Westchester County 
and the Mount Vernon community.” 

Awards are given every year to employees 
for service in increments of fi ve years. One em-
ployee received recognition for 40 years of ded-
icated care to our residents and registrants and 
the same for 25 years of service. Sixteen em-
ployees received a gift for 20 years of employ-
ment at Wartburg, 12 employees for 15 years, 
and 10 caregivers for 10 years. Wartburg also 
recognized 31 employees for fi ve years of care. 

Frank Sciarpelletti, head cook in Wart-
burg’s Dietary Department, celebrated his 40-
year anniversary at Wartburg at the luncheon. 
In the past four decades, he has prepared more 

than 6 million meals for residents, registrants, 
fall festival attendees and Wartburg’s participa-
tion in the Meals on Wheels program.

“For 40 years, Wartburg has been very 
good to me – I wouldn’t change a thing,” he 
said.

Wartburg also presented the Edgar J. My-
ers Leadership Award, named for the longtime 
beloved president of the Wartburg Foundation 
and former board member, to Juliet Malcolm, 
Meadowview Assisted Living’s wellness su-
pervisor. Malcolm, part of the Wartburg family 
since 2011, was chosen by her peers to receive 
this prestigious award for her dedication to pa-
tients and embodying Wartburg’s mission to 
nurture body, mind and spirit of those entrusted 
to the facility’s care.

“Wartburg is a service organization known 
for generations of caring and dedication to 
vulnerable populations,” said David Gentner, 
president and CEO. “We’re only as good as our 
people, and our people are what make Wartburg 
so special. We’re happy to invest in our employ-
ees, and are always grateful when they honor us 
back with their longtime service.”

Laurel Ridge Townhomes hosted the inau-
gural event of “Empty Nester, Fulfi lling Life: 
An Event Series” on April 20. Dina Khader, a 
Mount Kisco registered dietitian, integrative 
nutrition consultant and business owner, pre-
sented a lecture titled “Simple, Highly Effective 
Tips to Improve and Maintain a Healthy Brain,” 

during which she outlined nutrition and lifestyle 
tips that positively impact the brain. 

The next event of the series will take place 
May 11, when Randi Hutton, professional orga-
nizer, move manager and founder/owner of the 
RZ Connection, LLC, will present “Organize 
Now!” which will focus on tips for downsizing.

The mission of the Cancer Support Team, 
a Westchester County non-profi t home health 
care organization, is to provide no-cost services, 
including nursing, social work counseling and 
case management that will enhance the quality 
of life of individuals and families affected by 
cancer. In bringing these benefi ts and services 
to the community, CST relies heavily on volun-
teerism to augment its professional staff. 

This year, CST is honoring Christina 
Staudt, PhD, an outgoing board member, for her 
many contributions and philanthropic endeav-
ors in support of CST’s mission. Staudt will be 
receiving the Wald-Lee Vision Award presented 
to an individual who has demonstrated a con-
cern for the community through his or her per-
sonal or philanthropic endeavors.

Staudt has been a member of the CST 
Board since 2008. She retired from the board 
at the end of 2015 and has joined the CST Ad-
visory Board, where she will continue to assist 
and advise CST’s leadership in the areas of her 
expertise.

Staudt has focused much of the last several 
decades on fi nding ways to offer guidance and 
improve the lives of the individuals with serious 
illness and at the end of life. Her commitments 
include patient care as a hospice volunteer (for 
almost 20 years), and academic investigations 
and writings as chairwoman of the Columbia 
University Seminar on Death (for more than a 
decade). 

In her role as co-founder and acting execu-
tive director of the Westchester End-of-Life Co-
alition, she has been instrumental in developing 
techniques and resources that allow patients and 
their families to live more fully and with dignity 
in the face of personal challenges brought about 
by serious illness. WELC facilities’ navigation 
of the health care system identifi es available 
resources and promotes valuable support ser-
vices, such as Cancer Support Team. 

“Tina has been a mainstay of the CST 
Board since 2008,” said Carla Volpe Porter,” 
chairman of the CST Board. “By sharing her 
professional experience and personal passion 
for people at the end of their lives, her dedica-
tion to CST and the other organizations with 
which she is involved inspires us all.”

Staudt said she is honored to be receiving 
the Wald-Lee Vision Award from the Cancer 
Support Team, whose dedication and commit-
ment to serving cancer patients and their fami-
lies has benefi tted thousands of people over the 
years. “It is humbling to be receiving an award 
named for Arnold Wald, M.D., and Gayle Lee, 
R.N., co-founders of the Cancer Support Team,” 
she said. “Their vision, commitment, and com-
passion have been guiding lights for how to care 
well for those in need in our community for the 
past 38 years.”

At its Stars on the Water Gala on Friday, 
May 6 at the Mamaroneck Beach and Yacht 
Club, 555 South Barry Ave., CST will also pres-
ent its prestigious Barbara Melamed Memorial 
Award to SOUL RYEDERSsm, a Westchester 
County volunteer organization providing re-
sources and support to cancer patients and their 
families.

The Stars on the Water Gala will include a 
cocktail reception and silent auction starting at 
6 p.m. with dinner and awards beginning at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets can be purchased and tax-deduct-
ible donations can be made by contacting CST 
at 914-777-2777 or at www.cancersupportteam.
org.

County Executive Robert Astorino re-
cently announced that seniors can learn how 
to enjoy the journey of aging at the county’s 
Mall Walk program Friday, May 6 at 9 a.m. at 
the level-one Nordstrom’s E-bar seating area 
at The Westchester in White Plains.

“Few things in this world are certain and 
one of them is aging,” said Astorino. “Time 
waits for no one and each of us has a choice to 
make, whether we can embrace this process, 
enjoy the ride and fi nd happiness or not.”

Robbin Sweeney, attorney, life coach and 
mental health counselor, will discuss the steps 
of aging with joy. This workshop will offer 

strategies to energize your life, connect with 
passion and purpose, laugh more, worry less 
and create a new “bucket list.” 

Admission and parking are free for mem-
bers of the Mall Walk program. Sponsored by 
Westchester County Parks, this program of-
fers year-round indoor health walking at The 
Westchester on Tuesdays and Fridays from 8 
to 10 a.m. To join, sign up at the horse foun-
tain plaza near Crate and Barrel on retail level 
two Tuesday or Friday morning during the 
program.

For more information, go to www.west-
chestergov.com/parks or call 914-231-4645.

From left are Chuck Fox, senior director of food services for Morrison Senior Living; Frank 
Sciarpelletti, Wartburg head cook; and David Gentner, Wartburg president and CEO, with the 

honorary apron presented to Sciarpelletti for 40 years of dedicated service to Wartburg.

Many Westchester empty-nesters are looking to downsize, but also stay in the county.

Dr. Christina Staudt

Wartburg Honors Years of 
Service at Annual Luncheon

Empty-Nester Series Begins

Cancer Support Team to 
Honor Dr. Staudt at Gala

Mall Walk Program to
Discuss ‘Aging With Joy’ 
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Send photos of your recent event, 
fundraiser or celebration to us at 
 risingmediagroup@gmail.com

Members of the UPAC Board, including City Council Majority Leader John Larkin. Photo by 
Donna Davis.

The Untermyer Performing Arts Council 
celebrated its 40th anniversary this month by 
sharing some of its history and presenting spe-
cial Founders Awards to three visionaries who 
were integral to the successful beginning of 
the organization – the Hon. Angelo Martinelli, 
George Hudak and Ann Kinnally.

On April 12, 1976, the Parks Board ap-
pointed 31 community leaders to create the 
Arts Council. People appointed were from all 
areas of Yonkers – north, south, east and west. 
They had many interests and were from all 
walks of life. Photographers, teachers, musi-
cians, actors and community activists joined 
environmentalists, newspaper columnists 
and architects. All had one purpose in mind: 
to bring back the heritage of the Untermyers, 
combining their love of nature and horticulture 
with their love culture and the performing arts. 

They decided to do this by fi lling the park 
with music and theater – and they did!

Among the most prominent and constant 
supporters UPAC had during its fi rst years was 
then-Mayor Angelo Martinelli, who attended 
every program, mingling with the people, wel-
coming them to the park and giving the Arts 
Council his total encouragement. Whether at-
tending and speaking at champagne receptions 
and other events, or just relaxing and enjoying 
whatever entertainment UPAC presented, the 
mayor was there to support the park, delighted 
that the Untermyer tradition had returned to 
Yonkers.  

The Arts Council was the brainchild of 
Parks Department Director of Cultural Affairs 
George Hudak, whose main goal was to bring 
the legacy of Minnie and Samuel Untermyer 
back to Yonkers by fi lling the park with en-

tertainment and music, much as it was during 
the days of their residency at Greystone. Not 
only did Hudak create the concept of an Arts 
Council, he was also integral in working with 
its members during the fi rst years, overseeing 
events and lending a hand whenever and wher-
ever possible. 

Perhaps the person most important to the 
success of the early years of the council was 
its fi rst president, Ann Kinnally, whose driv-
ing force and energy ensured the success of 
the fi rst few seasons. Music, Shakespeare, op-
era, drama and dance were brought to the park 
for the fi rst time in many years. Crowds once 
again fi lled the walled gardens, admiring the 
showcase of beauty in Yonkers. 

Over the years, UPAC has continued these 
efforts, bringing light opera, Broadway shows, 
opera, experimental dance, ballet, ethnic music 
and rock to the park. Incan, African, Brazilian, 
Polynesian, Irish, Chinese, Arabic, Classical 
and big band music have fi lled the air of Yon-
kers, while audiences relaxed in the peaceful 
ambiance of Untermyer Park.  

During the recent recognition, President 
Mary Hoar, First Vice President Henry Djonba-
laj and Secretary Joan Vindal presented awards 
to the honorees, who also received proclama-
tions and certifi cates from Mayor Mike Spano, 
State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assembly-
woman Shelley Mayer, City Council President 
Liam McLaughlin and the Yonkers City Coun-
cil. 

UPAC Second Vice President Michael 
Khader was the master of ceremonies.  

Proceeds from the dinner will be used to 
fund the Untermyer Performing Arts Council 
Summer Saturday evening programs.  

Untermyer Performing Arts
Council Celebrates 40 Years

Mayor Mike Spano with UPAC honoree George Hudak.

Robotics students Derek Mamudoski (grade 9), Osama Elgabori (grade 10), Andrew Villareal 
(grade 10), Cie Thompson (grade 9), Jote Brown (grade 9), Hafeza Hossein (grade 11), Ismail 

Ahmad (grade 10) and Cindy Ishak (grade 11) show off their creation.

City Council Minority Leader Michael Sabatino, Senate Democratic Conference Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Mayor Mike Spano learn from Science Barge educator Jennifer 

Sloan about the seedling process.

A large crowd of visitors took part in in 
the eighth annual spring opening of Th e Sci-
ence Barge last weekend. Last year saw a record 
number of families visit and partake in science-
based activities on the barge, which included 
learning about recycling in the form of skits, 
potting seedlings to take home, and learning 
how plants grow without soil. 

Mayor Mike Spano, State Sen. Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, City Council Minority Leader 
Michael Sabatino and Councilman Christopher 
Johnson helped celebrate the opening. 

Th e Science Barge is a prototype sustain-
able urban farm developed by NY Sun Works 
and acquired by Groundwork Hudson Valley in 
October 2008 to be operated as an environmen-
tal education center. Th e greenhouse, fl oating 
on the Hudson River, grows an abundance of 
fresh produce including tomatoes, melons, pep-
pers, eggplant and lettuce with zero net carbon 

emissions, zero pesticides and zero runoff . 
All of the energy needed to power the barge 

is generated by solar panels, wind turbines and 
biofuels, while the hydroponic greenhouse is ir-
rigated solely by collected rainwater and puri-
fi ed riverwater, thus operating completely “off  
the grid.” It is the only fully functioning dem-
onstration of renewable energy supporting sus-
tainable food production in New York, and it is 
now docked in downtown Yonkers, just north of 
the Yonkers Pier.

Th e Science Barge is open for weekday ed-
ucational programs and fi eld trips for schools, 
camps and other groups through the beginning 
of November. Programs range from one to three 
hours and cost between $175 and $450. Field 
trips for the summer and fall are currently being 
scheduled.

For more information, call 914-375-2151 
or e-mail sciencebarge@groundworkhv.org.

Science Barge Opens

Photos by Donna Davis 



Westchester County graduate students 
pursuing careers in social work or public health 
are invited to apply for scholarship assistance 
through the Ruth Taylor Award Fund. The sub-
mission deadline Wednesday, June 15, by which 
time the application and all supporting docu-
ments must be received.

The fund was established in tribute to Ruth 
Taylor upon her retirement as the county’s com-
missioner of public welfare and in recognition 
of her nearly four decades of outstanding ser-
vice. The annual awards are sponsored by Unit-
ed Way of Westchester and Putnam, Westches-
ter County government and the Urban League 
of Westchester County.

Applicants must be residents of Westches-
ter County and enrolled in graduate studies in 
social work or public health on a full-time ba-

sis. For the 2016-17 academic year, awards will 
range between $1,000 and $5,000 for tuition or 
maintenance, or both.

Financial need, public service and scholas-
tic capacity are part of the evaluation criteria. 
Recipients must maintain the minimum cumu-
lative university grade-point average for the du-
ration of the award. Awards are issued annually, 
and students are eligible to apply if they have not 
previously received the scholarship. A change in 
major or enrollment status (to part-time) will 
result in loss of the scholarship award.

Inquiries can be directed to: United Way 
of Westchester and Putnam, Attn: Bo Zhang, 
project manager and executive assistant to the 
president, via e-mail at bzhang@uwwp.org; or 
download an application and cover letter at 
www.uwwp.org/rt.

That’s right… it’s true. Puerto Rico has 
municipal bond debt of approximately $70 bil-
lion dollars; 80 percent of that debt is owned by 
Americans in the 50 states. Retired New Yorkers 
and senior citizens held the largest share. 

It’s been clear for a while now all is not right 
in Puerto Rico. Questionable credit ratings on 
the bonds, missing funds, lack of audited state-
ments and general agreement that corruption in 
Puerto Rico rivals that of Chicago.

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer knows all this, 
and more.

In spite of this, Mr. Schumer thinks Puerto 

Rico should be given broader bankruptcy rights 
so our senior citizens can take yet more losses. 
Schumer even filed an amendment to the Energy 
Bill that would prevent these seniors from fil-
ing any lawsuits against those who issued these 
bonds.

Mr. Schumer is throwing senior citizens in 
New York and Puerto Rico – the bond holders 
– under the bus in a political move to win votes. 

Why has America lost all its trust in our 
leadership?  Look no further than Mr. Schumer.
Richard Lawless
CEO of Commercial Solar Power

Howard Leon Parnes, partner of Houlihan-
Parnes Realtors, passed away Thursday, April 21, 
2016 at age 86, leaving behind his devoted fam-
ily.

Mr. Parnes joined forces in 1967 with the 
long-established Houlihan firm run by James 
G. Houlihan and Daniel J. Houlihan. The firm, 
which became known as Houlihan-Parnes Re-
altors, celebrates its 125th anniversary next 
month. Mr. Parnes was known in the industry 
for being active in purchasing and selling real es-
tate for more than 56 years, and brought a wealth 
of experience to any transaction.  

He was involved in the acquisition, owner-
ship and/or sale of more than 5,000 properties, 
not only throughout the New York area but also 
throughout the United States and in the Carib-
bean. His extensive career covered virtually all 
types of investment real estate. He specialized 
principally in shopping centers and taxpayers, 
along with high-rise, mid-rise and garden apart-
ment buildings.  

At Houlihan-Parnes Realtors, Mr. Parnes 
established a mortgage servicing company, as 
well as a management company to run his vari-
ous properties in New York and nationwide. He 
and his staff formed investor groups, arranged 
financing with the assistance of the Houlihan 
Parnes Realtors’ mortgage brokerage depart-
ment, and performed the due diligence and han-
dled the closings on more than $3 billion of real 

estate in the U.S. 
Mr. Parnes was affiliated with the Bronx/

Manhattan Board of Realtors, the Real Estate 
Board of New York, and the Westchester Board 
of Realtors. 

A dedicated philanthropist, Mr. Parnes con-
structed three wings for an old-age home, Hogar 
de Ancianos, in La Romana, Domincan Repub-
lic. This included building an infirmary with a 
medical office, a reception hall where patients 
may congregate and have social activities, a new 
kitchen and fully-furnished dining room, as well 
as a dormitory with sleeping quarters. 

Mr. Parnes was also involved in the orphan-
age “Hogar de Nino,” and donated money for the 
medical equipment of the Romana Central Hos-
pital. Nearby at the Casa de Campo resort, he 
also developed many vacation homes and villas. 

He was an avid fisherman, boater, wild-
game hunter and enjoyed extensive international 
travel aboard his yachts, with many family and 
friends. 

Mr. Parnes, who personified the great 
American success story, rose from humble be-
ginnings in Brooklyn and the Bronx to great 
heights. He was beloved by many in the real es-
tate community, and served as a great mentor, 
friend and inspiration to many who came in 
contact with him. He will be deeply missed by 
his family and many friends, partners and busi-
ness associates throughout the industry.
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Scholarship Available 
For Grad Students 

Op-Ed: Bond Scam Costs NY-ers 
Billions; Schumer Wants More

Obituary Notice
Howard Leon Parnes 

of the other Westchester County parks has not 
generated a profit. Last year, Playland had near 
record attendance and its $2 million loss was en-
tirely due to debt service on rides purchased at 
the amusement park. 

County Executive Robert Astorino has 
been calling for changes at Playland ever since 
he took office six years ago. Astorino’s plan was 
to create a public-private partnership, and after 
consideration of several possible private com-
panies and operators, he suggested New York-
based Standard Amusements. 

The PPP with Standard was voted on by the 
BOL last week, along with several bond resolu-
tions the county will borrow to come up with 
its contribution of $32 million for capital im-
provements at Playland. Standard Amusements 
has also agreed to make a $30 million private 
investment in return for the right to operate the 
iconic park in Rye.

“We started with a blank piece of paper for 
how to save Playland six years ago,” said Asto-
rino. “Now we are taking a historic step forward. 
The capital, the operator and the vision are in 
place to protect both taxpayers and the Dragon 
Coaster for years to come.”

Nick Singer, partner and co-found of Stan-
dard Amusements whois a successful investor 
and native of Westchester, said the deal is de-
signed to preserve the special character of Play-
land that he remembers as a child. “To have the 
opportunity to take a place that meant so much 
to me throughout my childhood and help re-
store it to a condition that ensures generations 
of children to come will be able to enjoy it as I 
did, is really a dream come true,” he said. “I can-
not be more thankful to County Executive As-
torino and the Westchester Board of Legislators 
for their vote of confidence and their partner-
ship throughout this process. This is a wonder-
ful day for Westchester.”

Standard Amusement’s $30 million invest-
ment will go toward revitalizing Playland with 
new rides and attractions, as well as upgrading 
food choices, picnic areas and restaurants, and 
renovating grounds and buildings. Standard 
Amusements will pay the county $2.2 mil-
lion up front; invest $27.7 million of its money 
within five years into refurbishing the park; and 
make annual payments to the county starting at 
$300,000 and escalating 2 percent a year. 

Once Standard Amusements has recouped 
its initial $30 million investment, the county 
will participate in a sliding-scale profit-sharing 
agreement. In return, Standard Amusements 
will have a management agreement with the 
county to run the park for 30 years. 

BOL Chairman Michael Kaplowitz helped 
craft a compromise proposal, which he called a 
30-30 agreement, whereby the county and Stan-
dard each contribute $30 million toward capital 
improvements at the park. 

Astorino thanked Kaplowitz for “keeping 
the deal on track.”

Kaplowitz added: “This has been a long 
process, but the outcome will be a positive one. 
Some will like our vote, some will not – but 
that’s leadership. I thank the county executive 
for starting the conversation. This is an op-
portunity to provide a real future for Playland. 
When the first proposal went down the drain, 
he came back with another one.

“I believe with this vote, Playland’s future 
is assured for generations to come,” continued 
Kaplowitz.” Looking out 10 years, if we don’t 
turn this over to an operator and we have to 
put in the full $60 million, with the same atten-
dance, we would be losing $8 million per year… 
This is the chance to catch up with the capital 
projects at Playland. (It’s) the only scenario with 
an upside and the best result – a break-even for 
the taxpayers and a great new park. That park is 
tired and needs an infusion.”

The four legislators who voted against the 
PPP –Catherine Parker, Catherine Borgia, Al-
freda Williams and Ken Jenkins – said the deal 
falls short of its desired goals. 

 “I believe this deal has gone backwards 
from the one that was crafted previously,” said 
Parker, who represents the Sound Shore com-
munities, including Playland. “We are spend-
ing more money than we were in the last deal 
and the private operator is reaping more of the 
benefits of our investment than they were in the 
last deal. I believe turning over the keys to one 
of our county’s most valuable assets without any 
avenue of accountability is a mistake that will 
cost us in the long run.”

Borgia added: “I have been a supporter of 
Standard Amusements’ vision for Playland from 
the beginning of this process several years ago, 
when the county executive initially selected 
Sustainable Playland as the operator. But, it ul-
timately became clear that the county executive 
had failed to select a financially viable entity and 
was unaware of what was required to manage 
this park successfully. At this time, I do not be-
lieve the county has represented its taxpayers as 
well as Standard has represented its investors.”

Jenkins said each of the legislators had 
been working together to make sure the right 
investments are made in the park, and in this 
agreement, the county would be putting up $32 
million. 

“Our partner is putting up $5 million in 
the next 24 months, and we are putting up 32 
million tonight,” he said. “That’s a good deal for 
them; the taxpayers are going to start paying in 
the budget next year. We will never break even, 
ever. That doesn’t make sense as a partner in 
Playland. It’s so weather dependent – we have 
been lucky in recent years.”

Other legislators who voted for the agree-
ment also commented on it last week.

 “The taxpayers are protected as much as 
possible; it’s time to move forward and get this 
done,” said Legislator John Testa. “It assumes 
that the weather is always going to be nice, and 
double attendance. We have to increase atten-
dance to get the revenue, and hopefully that 
happens. We are basically saving $30 million for 
the most part, otherwise without this agreement 
we would be putting in $60 million of taxpayer-
backed bonding.”

Legislator Gordon Burrows added: “If I 
could help preserve Playland, it was important 
personally for me. Nick Singer spoke about the 
same bond – a project of passion for him – to 
save it. Playland has been with us and we don’t 
have a choice. (We have to) protect what is a 
jewel. Standard was the best entity to work out 
an agreement. It’s going to be a better, newer 
park.”

Legislator David Gelfarb called the agree-
ment “a much better agreement than what we 
had back in February. Nothing we pass in this 
body will ever be perfect,” he said.

Legislator Lyndon Williams added: “Play-
land is the single-largest employer of summer 
youth in Westchester County. I wanted to en-
sure that summer jobs for our young people are 
protected and that this historic amusement park 
is modernized and upgraded with new rides and 
entertainment for families and young people for 
generations to come.”

Legislator MaryJane Shimsky chairs the 
board’s Infrastructure Committee and oversaw 
large portions of the negotiation process. 

“This deal is not perfect, but I do believe 
that paired with the bonds we passed tonight, 
we have made strides toward saving Playland,” 
she said. “The county executive’s longtime re-
luctance to make needed capital investment in 
Playland is the reason we need a public-private 
partnership. By contractually obligating the 
county executive to make these investments, I 
believe we have given Playland the opportunity 
to provide enjoyment to families for many years 
to come.”

The four legislators who voted against the 
PPP voted “yes” for all of the capital improve-
ments at Playland, and the bonding to pay for it. 

Twenty five CSEA employees at Playland, 
whose jobs may have been at risk, were protect-
ed by a last-minute agreement reached by both 
sides. 

Playland opens Saturday, May 7 at 11:30 
a.m. for its 88th season.

County Board 
Continued from Page 1

The devastation in Ecuador after the recent earthquake.

By Zipporah Osei
Ecuador was hit with an earthquake of 7.8 

magnitude April 16, and a week later, the death 
toll had risen to 646. Thousands are injured and 
another 130 are still missing. The earthquake is 
being described as one of the worst tragedies to 
strike a South American country in decades.

Among the Ecuadorian dead from the disas-
ter are citizens of the United Kingdom, Ireland, 
Canada, Colombia, Cuba and the Dominican Re-
public. There has been an international outpour-
ing of support for the victims and for the Ecua-
dorian government. Twenty-seven countries have 
sent rescue teams to Ecuador and with their help, 
113 people have been saved from the rubble.

The toll this earthquake will take on the 
already-shaky Ecuadorian economy is large. The 
cost of rebuilding the towns and cities destroyed 
by the earthquake could be as high as $3 billion, 
according to President Rafael Correa. While the 
World Bank has agreed to lend $150 million to the 
country, Ecuador is still in great need. 

“These have been sad days for the homeland,” 
said Correa. “The country is in crisis.”

However, it is not the money that should be 
of greatest concern to the world, but the people 
affected by the crisis. With towns destroyed, a 
whopping 80 percent of the population is now 
homeless and depending upon international aid 
to survive this tragedy. More than 26,000 people 
are currently living in shelters across the country. 
They are in desperate need of help from any and 
every person. 

The Yonkers High School English as a second 
language program has organized an effort to help 
these people.

Working in conjunction with an organiza-
tion called “Squared Services,” the ESL students 
of Yonkers are collecting contributions to send 
to Ecuadorians in need. They are asking that do-
nations be made and brought to Yonkers High 
School, 150 Rockland Ave. 

In highest demand is water, canned food, liq-
uid soap, light clothing, blankets and flashlights.

Contact YHS at 914-376-8191 if you would 
like to make a donation. The smallest amount of 
aid can make a huge impact in the lives of those 
who are suffering through this tragedy.

High School Asks for 
Help in Aiding Ecuador

AGENDA FOR ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
April 28, 2016

							     
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: A Public Hearing will be held before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals of the City of Yonkers on TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. sharp, in 
the Ceremonial Courtroom, Yonkers, New York (building is accessible to the handi-
capped), on applications for Appeals from the Building Commissioner’s decisions and 
applications for Variances under the provisions of G.O. # 4-2000, as amended: 

CONTINUED HEARING
# 5490– Area Variance – Andrew Maniglia of Ginsburg Development Companies 
LLC, on behalf of River Tides LLC, owner, on premises known as 1125 aka 1135 
Warburton Avenue, Block: 3570, Lot: 48, Zone: A

NEW HEARINGS
# 5493– Improvement to a Non-Conforming Use & Area Variance – Andrew Ro-
mano, Esq., on behalf of Eileen O’Connor & Elizabeth DeBethune, owners, on prem-
ises known as 71 Valentine Lane, Block: 138, Lot: 67, Zone: S-50

# 5494– Area Variance – Andrew Romano, Esq., on behalf of TC Dunham Paint Co., 
owner, on premises known as 581 Saw Mill River Road, Block: 3100, Lot: 200, Zone: I

# 5495– Improvement to a Non-Conforming Use – James G. Dibbini, Esq., on 
behalf of Peter York, owner, on premises known as 29 Troy Lane, Block: 2190, Lot: 
41, Zone: M

JOSEPH CIANCIULLI
CHAIRMAN, ZBA

#1450	 05/06/2016



PAGE 10 - WESTCHESTER’S MOST INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPERS -   Friday, May 6, 2016

Dear Editor:
President Barack Obama has re-estab-

lished diplomatic relations with Cuba, meeting 
with President Raul Castro in an attempt to 
bring vestiges of the “Cold War” to a close and 
to bring about an end to the 55-year economic 
embargo against Cuba. 

There has been a “white washing” of his-
tory that certainly includes Cuba – a demoni-
zation of Fidel Castro and mythological repre-
sentation of the United States that needs to be 
corrected and for people to learn if the normal-
ization of relations between these two countries 
is to continue honestly and for the U.S. not to 
engage in the same criminal behavior that led 
to a severing of diplomatic relations in 1961.

Cuba, like most of Latin America, has 
been a victim of the rapacious nature of the 
“white western world,” especially the United 
States. Che Guevara said it in his speech at the 
United Nations in 1964, and this has been said 
over and over again by people like Dr. W.E.B. 
Dubois, and Malcolm X – who met with Castro 
in their famous three-hour meeting at the The-
resa Hotel in Harlem in 1960. 

Cuba was subjected to centuries of co-
lonialism by the Spanish empire, like Puerto 
Rico was. From the Spanish American War in 
1899, the U.S. started its brutal, rapacious and 
colonialist relationship with Cuba that lasted 
for 60 years. It used the congressional Teller 
and Platt amendments to first allow for the 
so-called liberation of Cuba and then to say 
“We are the best ones to determine how Cuba 
should be governed because it is in their best 
interest.” 

This racist, condescending and imperi-
alistic relationship allowed dictators like Rao 
San Martin and Fulgencio Battista to rule the 
island. They liberalized laws that allowed west-
ern countries to steal and exploit Cuba’s sugar 
plantations and mill factories for companies 
like United Fruit. Cosa Nostra was able to pil-
lage Cuba as a vacation resort for the wealth 
and drug and prostitution center that was gov-
erned by Meyer Lansky, Santos Trafficante and 
Sam Giancanna.

The scene from “The Godfather” with Lee 

Strassberg, Al Pacino and other members of 
major organized crime families in Havanna 
depicted that. Thousands of Cubans during 
this period were tortured and killed by the Bat-
tista dictatorship. The Cuban Constitution was 
suspended. This continued until Fidel Castro 
and Frank Pais, who was a part of the student 
movement against this brutal regime, fought 
back. Pais was murdered by Battista soldiers in 
1957. 

Castro, Che Guevera and President Raul 
Castro ultimately defeated the Battista regime 
and overthrew it in a very bloody war.

That’s when the United States started its 
war on an independent Cuba. The Bay of Pigs 
Invasion that was initiated by Eisenhower and 
carried through by JFK was the beginning. The 
economic embargo has crippled the Cuban 
economy because it has been a quarantine on 
Cuba in the western hemisphere. Harry Bela-
fonte as well as Dr. Cornel West and many oth-
ers have said that. It was not, as many people in 
this country like to propagandize, a “failure of 
communism.”

This war was stated eloquently by Che 
Guevera in his 1964 speech, where he said 
“daily Cuban fishermen and the island itself are 
fired upon by U.S. ships off the coast of the Is-
land.” There have been no less than 50 attempts 
to kill Castro and to overthrow his government 
by the U.S. and anti-Castro forces since the Bay 
of Pigs Invasion. 

Che Guevera said, “Stop the imperialism 
and allow for sovereign countries like Cuba to 
live in peaceful co-existence.” That has been 
very difficult for the U.S. and the white western 
world to do. Guevera, in quoting Fidel Castro 
in 1964, said: “If you stop with the plundering 
and stealing of another country’s resources, 
you stop war.”

That still has not been learned by the U.S.; 
Chile, Grenada, El Salvador and Iraq are just 
continuing examples of these crimes that Raul 
Castro and his brother Fidel are acutely aware 
of as they re-establish ties with the United 
States of America.
Clifford Jackson 
Larchmont

Letters to the Editor

Douglas Bish, the Music Conservatory of 
Westchester’s new dean of students and faculty, 
said he looks forward to meeting with current and 
prospective students and families Thursday, May 
12 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

Bish returns to the Conservatory after serving 
on the faculty from 2006 to 2011, and has enjoyed 
a multi-faceted career as an academic leader, con-
ductor, clarinetist, educator, author, lecturer and 
music clinician. Most recently, he was dean of 

the School of Fine, Applied and Communications 
Arts at the City College of San Francisco. 

Previously, he served as chairman of the De-
partment of Music for the Nyack Public Schools. 
He has conducted professional, amateur and stu-
dent orchestras and wind ensembles around the 
world. 

The Conservatory is located at 216 Central 
Ave., White Plains. For more information, email 
info@musiced.org.

Meet the Conservatory’s 
New Dean on May 12

cept of the RE Transfer Tax is that the fee is im-
posed on Yonkers residents selling their proper-
ties, and who are on the way out of Yonkers. 

But it has never been known as a welcome 
“thank you” gift and farewell from the city. 
The RE Transfer tax, and our omission of it in 
our budget story, resulted in numerous emails, 
phone calls and texts from Yonkers residents 
and homeowners – Democrats and Republicans 
alike. 

The mayor’s proposal to increase the RE 
Transfer Tax has become the number-one issue 
in what appeared to be a quiet Yonkers bud-
get cycle. Bill Nuckel, Republican candidate 
for mayor last year, has led the effort against 
the tax with an online petition, which can be 
found at www.change.org/p/council-pres-
mclaughlin-home-owners-against-transfer-
tax?recruiter=529712546&utm_source=share_
petition&utm_medium.

Nuckel claims the petition is not at all 
about politics but about “taking money out of 
the people’s pocket.” 

“He (Spano) has been talking about con-
trolling taxes and spending for some time, and 
in great detail, in last year’s election,” said Nu-
ckel. “The transfer tax is imposed on all prop-
erty owners selling their property, whether they 
are leaving Yonkers or simply moving from 
one neighborhood to another. Yes, renters, this 
affects you, too.

“I have started an online petition demand-
ing the City Council reject this proposal and 
perform the due diligence that is required of 
them to protect the taxpayers of Yonkers,” he 
continued. “Let us speak as one voice, take the 
few minutes necessary to ‘sign; the petition… 
We need all residents to have their voices heard. 
So, please sign the petition. Now is the time for 
all Yonkers residents to speak up.” 

Former City Councilwoman Joan 
Gronowski called the proposed 100 percent 
increase in the RE Transfer Tax “another as-
sault on the homeowner who has already paid 
for city services while living in their homes in 
Yonkers. Now they have to pay a tax simply 
because they are selling the home they worked 
hard to sustain, and even worse, the tax is im-
posed even if they move to another home in 
Yonkers,” she said. “The city is boasting of 

having stayed within the property tax cap but 
they are increasing all of these supposedly 
‘temporary’ nuisance taxes to make up for the 
shortfalls.” 

The real estate community in Yonkers is 
also concerned about the impact of an increased 
RE Transfer Tax, which is due and payable to 
the City of Yonkers within seven days after de-
livery of the deed by the grantor to the grantee, 
but before the recording of such deed. No tax is 
required if a sale is $25,000 or less.

A Yonkers home with a sale price of 
$450,000 would now pay a transfer tax of 
$13,500 to the city if the tax increase is ap-
proved by the City Council and it is in the fi-
nal budget signed by Spano. Currently that 
same house with a $450,000 sale prices pays a 
$6,750 transfer tax. 

Next month the City Council will begin its 
budget hearings and discussions on the budget, 
which is due July 1. (End of original story.)

An outcry and revolt from homeowners in 
Yonkers could be the same response that would 
come from Westchester homeowners and tax-
payers who, four years ago, were reluctant to 
vote for a county executive candidate who was 
portrayed as a high-taxer. 

Those same residents are also reluctant 
not to vote for Rob Astorino, who has a proven 
record of submitting county budgets with no 
spending, and a 0 percent property tax levy in-
crease for six years running. 

Astorino and his campaign would abso-
lutely use the 100 percent “tax increase” in the 
RE Transfer Tax if it ever becomes Yonkers’ 
new rate in this year’s budget. Spano’s decision 
would feed into the Astorino playbook, and 
narrative, of portraying Democrats as the party 
that wants more or your hard-earned paycheck 
in the form of taxes. 

Members of the Yonkers City Council are 
about to get an earful from residents when their 
budget hearings begin this month. Most likely, 
the end result will be a compromise that re-
moves the tax increase. 

Spano and all Westchester Democrats 
should beware of the tax label. The only West-
chester Democrat that has a record of control-
ling spending is Legislator Ken Jenkins, who as 
Board of Legislators chairman passed a county 
budget with a 2 percent tax decrease. Jenkins 
and Astorino both understand that in many 
Westchester communities, it’s all about prop-
erty taxes. 

Doubling of
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‘I don’t have any books at my house, only one 
comic book.’ This is an easy fix that we can all 
help solve.”

He is not alone. An estimated 61 percent 
of children in low-income families do not have 
any children’s books in the home. United Way 
is not only giving out books in the reading kits, 
but also information for parents on infusing 
educational play into everyday activities.

“The parents we meet adore their children 
and they want the best for them, but they don’t 
know how important it is to carry on a dialog 
with their babies and toddlers,” said Sweeny. 
“Talking about shapes, sounds, colors and even 
feelings will greatly enhance their learning.”

Children of low income families, espe-
cially children of color, will start kindergarten 
with an estimated 30 million fewer words spo-
ken to them. Reading to young children is a 
great tool to decrease this significant word gap.

Two groups at the Westchester Jewish 
Community Services Infant-Toddler Learn-
ing Center at the Mary J. Blige Center in Yon-
kers received reading kits. The center fosters 
healthy relationships between parents and 
their children and uses play, songs, literacy, 
and fine and gross motor activities to support 
parent-child interaction and learning.

“WJCS is grateful for the generous and 
timely book donation to the Infant-Toddler 
Learning Center,” said Vicki Forbes, director of 
the center and the Building Better Beginnings 
Program. “They will help to reinforce the early 

learning skills the center teaches.” 
Children from the WestCOP Head Start 

Infant-Toddler Learning Center in New Ro-
chelle received more than 110 reading kits. 
Sweeny introduced the kits to the children dur-
ing circle time and encouraged them through 
songs, sharing and games to read books with 
their family. “Who likes books?” she asked, as 
a circle of hands flew up into the air eager to 
participate.

“Reading books with a child is one of the 
best ways to help him or her love books, and 
loving books is one of the most important 
keys to a child’s success in school,” said Cirelle 
Bloom, disabilities coordinator at Head Start 
Infant-Toddler Learning Center. “We try to 
ensure that each child has one or more books 
to call his/her very own. Thank you, United 
Way, for assisting us with that goal.”

Having all children at reading proficiency 
by the end of third grade is one of United Way’s 
key touch points for helping people become 
self-sufficient through a new initiative called 
United2Read. This initiative gives parents, 
teachers and children the reading tools they 
will need for success. Currently, only 38 per-
cent of the children in Westchester and Put-
nam are reading at grade level by the end of 
third grade.

“We know that if our children are reading 
on grade level, their chance of success later in 
life significantly increases,” said Sweeny. “We 
must get these children on track.”

To learn more about how you can be a 
volunteer with United2Read through tutor-
ing, and about book drives and other supports, 
visit www.uwwp.org/smartstart.

United Way
Continued from Page 1

7:30 p.m. The annual Kentucky Derby “Fancy 
Hat Contest,” a free two-horse exacta box on 
the “Run for the Roses” to the first 1,000 Empire 
Club members, the Cooler than Julep made with 
Bethenny’s Skinny Girl Sangria and Skinny Girl 
Vodka, live entertainment by DJ LAX, and of 
course the simulcast of the Kentucky Derby at 
6:34 p.m. will turn Empire City into Churchill 
Downs East.

Empire City’s Kentucky Derby extravagan-
za is open to the public and gets underway at 3 
p.m. on the raceway apron.

Frankel is among the most popular reality 
television personalities in America with 1.5 mil-
lion Twitter followers, has hosted the talk show 
“Bethenny,” is the best-selling author of four self-

help books, as well as a chef, entrepreneur and 
founder of Skinnygirl Cocktails.

Participants can register for the Fancy Hat 
Contest trackside from 3 to 4:30 p.m., and the 
winner will be announced at 5 p.m. The grand 
prize is $500 cash, second place wins $250 cash 
and third place receives $100 cash. A celebrity 
pick will be announced at 5:30 p.m. and the win-
ner receives $750 cash.

While the traditional and classic Mint Julep 
will be on the menu, the Cooler than Julep will 
take center stage at Empire City. Its ingredients 
include Skinny Sangria, Skinny Vodka, raw sug-
ar, lime and mint.

The first 1,000 Empire Club members to 
visit the entertainment lounge beginning at 4 
p.m. will receive a two-horse exacta box for the 
Kentucky Derby, whiles supplies last.

For more information, visit www.empirec-
itycasino.com or call 914-968-4200.

Celebrity to Host 
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into his show during the downtime for sports 
this winter. 

I noticed that Mike was willing and inter-
ested in talking about the “Donald Trump for 
President” phenomena, and expressed his per-
sonal support for the movement of millions of 
Americans, who have voted for Trump in the 
presidential primaries. 

Francesa, a typical New Yorker – hard-
working, upfront and honest about his opinions 
– represents the many suburban New Yorkers 
that have done well, are raising a family, and 
would miss the Big Apple in a minute if they 
ever left. 

But Francesa also represents the fed-
up New York taxpayer who pays among the 
highest property taxes in the nation in Nassau 
County, and said he believes that government 
is not working, and that it is inefficient and 
wasting billions of taxpayer dollars. Mike also 
blames the current politicians on all levels of 
government for the current state of affairs in 
the politics of today, with gridlock and nothing 
getting accomplished. 

“I think trump is going to win – when ev-
eryone was saying Romney was going to win, 
I knew Obama would beat him,” he said. “This 
time turnout will be the key. The Democratic 

base turned out for Obama in record num-
bers. They will not turn out for Hillary. I never 
thought there would be this type of opposition 
for Trump. They should get out of his way.”

While Francesa admits that there are a 
couple of things he’d like to see Trump “hone 
on the edges,” there is a real willingness by 
Mike, and the Trump voter, to give “Donald 
Trump for President” a chance. “Let’s be hon-
est – some of the immigration practices have to 
be changed and we have to do a better job on 
the border. We should always let people in the 
right way, but we should keep illegal out; we 
have enough problems,” said Francesa. 

It is that type of controlled anger, and rage, 
at the American political system that Francesa 
symbolizes with his pseudo endorsement of 
Trump on the air. And if the likes of Mike and 
the American middle class are ready to come 
out to vote in November, and vote for Trump, 
then his candidacy is legitimate. 

Francesa’s comments on Trump were also 
echoed by Frank Sinatra Jr., an Uber cab driver 
from Pittsburgh who commented on NPR. 

“That’s the problem. It’s the middle class-
es working hard,” he said. “I look around this 
room and, you know, everybody here (is) mid-
dle-class. They’re working hard and they’re 
not getting any more. They’re not reaping any 
rewards. He has something good, something 
different to offer us. We don’t know if it’s good 
yet. I’m willing to take the risk with Trump.”

Still Trying 
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ing: The Yonkers Exit Tax, better known as the 
Real Estate Transfer Tax.

Like the income tax surcharge where peo-
ple who live in Yonkers and work in New York 
City, or visa versa, pay four levels of income 
tax (federal, state, resident and non-resident), 
the Real Estate Transfer Tax is one of those 
nuisance taxes imposed over the years by our 
city fathers. 

You see, for the pleasure of having lived 
in Yonkers, our leaders feel you should pay a 
fee to exit. The tax applies even if you buy an-
other home in our fair city. 

There is talk the tax maybe going up. But, 
hey, what do the politicians care? You are leav-
ing the “City of Gracious Living” and they will 
most likely never see you again. Sadly, the tax 
leaves a bad taste in the mouths of people who 
have contributed to make our city so special. 

Untermyer Park  
Last week I wrote about rumors regard-

ing changes afoot at Untermyer Park. As one 
of many readers wrote to me, the information 
given to me by the spokesperson for the city is 
not totally accurate. 

I have been bombarded with not only 

emails, but secret proposals floating around the 
city and some before the Department of Parks 
Board. Weddings at the park for 365 people? 
Closure of the park when a wedding is taking 
place? Even a proposal that said weddings at 
the park have to feature open bars. 

Here are we a government encouraging 
people not to drink and drive telling celebrants 
they have to have the booze flowing freely at 
their receptions? Only in Yonkers, kids, only 
in Yonkers! 

Untermyer Park is a Yonkers Treasure, 
and anything to restrict access to the public is 
unacceptable. Anything to prevent the hard-
working members of the Untermyer Perform-
ing Arts Council who volunteer their time 
raising money to put on music and dance per-
formances during the summer months attended 
by thousands of people is unacceptable. 

Outsiders coming in and destroying our 
parks? Unacceptable. Parks are for people. 

I will keep you posted as this saga devel-
ops. 

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@
aol.com and follow him on Twitter @ericyo-
nkers. Catch the Westchester Rising Radio 
Show featuring Dan Murphy and Eric Schoen 
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. on WVOX 1460 on the 
A.M. dial or on the Internet at wvox.com and 
click on “listen live.”

This, Too
Continued from Page 3

Send your letters and opinions to us at  
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Friends of Music Concerts will present 
“The Pacifica Quartet” on Saturday, May 14 at 
8 p.m. in the Kusel Auditorium at Sleepy Hol-
low High School. The program will include 
Mozart’s “String Quartet in G Major, K.387;” 
Alfred Schnittke’s “String Quartet No. 3;” and 
Mendelssohn’s “String Quartet in E minor, Op. 
44, No. 2.” 

Recognized for its virtuosity, exuberant 
performance style and sometimes daring reper-
tory choices, The Pacifica Quartet has gained 
international status as one of the finest chamber 
ensembles performing today. “Remarkable ex-
pressive range and tonal beauty,” commented 
the New York Times of the group’s recent ap-
pearance at New York’s 92nd Street Y.  

During the 2015-16 season, the ensemble 

has started a two-season residency at the Isa-
bella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, as 
well as a residency for the Arizona Friends of 
Chamber Music in Tucson. In 2009, the Paci-
fica won a Grammy Award for best chamber 
music performance. 

Formed in 1994, The Pacifica is now based 
in Bloomington, Ind., having been named quar-
tet-in-residence (with its members part of full-
time faculty) at Indiana University’s Jacobs 
School of Music in March 2012.     

Tickets for individual concerts are $30 for 
adults and may be purchased online at www.
friendsofmusicconcerts.org or by calling 914-
861-5080. Students younger than 18 are admit-
ted free. Seats are general admission only, and 
parking is free.

New Rochelle Opera, celebrating 31 years 
of bringing quality opera to Westchester County, 
will honor Metropolitan Opera mezzo-soprano 
Rosalind Elias and Maestro Eve Queler at its an-
nual spring gala Thursday, May 12 at 6:30 p.m. at 
The Fountainhead, 55 Quaker Ridge Road, New 
Rochelle. The event is the company’s largest fun-

draiser
“Each year we choose honorees whose 

breadth of work exemplifies high artistry, and who 
have had an impact on opera or the performing 
arts,” said NRO Artistic Director Camille Coppola. 
“This year, we are delighted to have Rosalind and 
Eve join us to celebrate our 31st season.” 

One of the finest singing-actresses of our 
time, Elias has reached living legend status, hav-
ing performed more than 50 roles with leading op-
era companies throughout the world, including the 
Metropolitan Opera, San Francisco Opera, Vienna 
State Opera, Paris Opera, Teatro Colon in Bue-
nos Aires, Hamburg State Opera, Glyndebourne 
Festival, Santa Fe Opera, the Liceo in Barcelona, 
and the Teatro San Carlo in Lisbon. She has also 
performed on numerous occasions for opera com-
panies, leading orchestras across the world and on 
Broadway.

Queler is recognized as a pioneer in the world 
of opera. As a guest conductor of many European 
and South American orchestras, as well as through 
her work as music director of The Opera Orchestra 
of New York, she has conducted high-quality per-
formances of seldom-heard operatic masterpieces, 
featuring internationally-acclaimed stars. 

Maestro Queler recently received the nation’s 
highest honor for lifetime achievement in the field 
of opera, as the 2010 National Endowment for the 
Arts Lifetime Achievement in Opera award recipi-
ent.

Tickets are $150 each ($65 is tax deductible), 
the cost of which includes a cocktail hour, concert, 
full dinner, dancing and silent auction. Tickets can 
be purchased online at www.nropera.org or by 
sending a check to New Rochelle Opera, P.O. Box 
55, New Rochelle, NY 10804. All tickets will be 
held at the door.  

For more information, call 914-576-1617 or 
914-576-0365, or visit www.nropera.org.

New Rochelle Opera Company was formed 
for the purpose of presenting imaginative and ap-
pealing operatic productions to the Westchester 
community. It serves to create a deeper under-
standing and appreciation of live opera, and make 
it accessible and affordable to a diverse audience. 
The company presents the art form in various ca-
pacities – fully staged performances, concerts, 
school programs, workshops and demonstrations 
– engaging aspiring young artists as well as experi-
enced professionals. 

Pacifica Quartet Coming 
To Sleepy Hollow

NR Opera to Honor 
Rosalind Elias & Eve Queler

The Pacifica Quartet

New Rochelle Opera honoree Rosalind Elias
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Neighbors Link 
Honors Volunteers 

Honoree Joaquim Meneds chats with members of Neighbors Link Northern Westchester.

Abby Nimetz earned the Student Volunteer Award.

Jake Klein earned the Agnes Hassell Youth Leadership Award.

The nonprofit group Neighbors Link 
Northern Westchester recently recognized two 
Chappaqua teens for their volunteer efforts in 
making the lives of residents who need help a 
little better. 

Jake Klein was honored with the Agnes 
Hassell Youth Leadership Award. The son of 
Norma and Bruce Klein, Jake has volunteered 
for four years with Neighbors Link, which 
gives its youth leadership recognition each year 
in April, National Volunteer Month.

“Jake was the youngest person ever to be 
selected as an EXEC for our Tuesday night 
English as a second language tutoring pro-
gram,” said Amy Werner, volunteer coordina-
tor. “EXEC stands for ‘executive leader.’ Jake 
developed and implemented a science program 
for the children in Learning Links, our after-
school program. He shows great compassion 
for our clients and commitment to our mission 
of integration.”  

“I really enjoy working with the kids in 
Learning Links,” added Jake. “Volunteering 
at Neighbors Link has helped me develop my 
leadership abilities, as well as cultural compe-
tence. These skills will stand me in good stead 
when it’s time to apply to college.”

Chappaqua teen Abby Nimetz was also 
honored with its Student Volunteer Award. The 
daughter of Irma and Warren Nimetz, Abby 
has volunteered for four years with Neighbors 
Link. Abby is an EXEC in the Learning Links 
Club at Horace Greely High School. 

“Abby is dedicated, reliable and consis-
tent,” said Werner. “Starting in May she will be 
working for us as a senior intern and we are 
excited to have her in this enhanced role.”

“I really believe in the mission of Neigh-

bors Link, so I do what I can to spread the word 
about them throughout the community,” added 
Abby. “The importance of the mission is the 
reason I have continued to volunteer here for 
so many years.”

Neighbors Link Northern Westchester also 
recognized Cortland Manor resident Joaquim 
Mendes with its Outstanding Volunteer Award. 
A professor who is retired from Westchester 
Community College, Mendes has volunteered 
for 10 years with Neighbors Link.

“Joaquim is a constant presence at Neigh-
bors Link,” said Luisa Granda, director of adult 
education. “He speaks five languages fluently 
and is currently learning a sixth, so he’s the per-
fect program manager for our Thursday night 
ESL class. Joaquim’s ability to connect with 
the clients and make them feel comfortable has 
certainly added to enrollment.”

For his part, Mendes said he’s proud to be 
a long-time volunteer. 

“I think it is important to offer ESL classes 
five days a week instead of just once,” he said. 
“It is easier for people to learn a language when 
they use it every day, rather than just occasion-
ally. I’m committed to helping Neighbors Link 
because this nonprofit helps immigrants be-
come productive community members in West-
chester County. The work here really matters.”

Headquartered in Mt. Kisco, Neighbors 
Link Northern Westchester has a mission to 
strengthen the whole community through the 
healthy integration of immigrants. It runs es-
sential programs for area immigrants, including 
ESL, adult education, workforce development 
and legal support services.

For more information, visit www.neigh-
borslink.org.
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Gramatan Village 
‘Sings into Spring’ 

Members of the MPAC Board including School Board President Dr. Nader Sayegh, with Mayor 
Mike Spano.

The Pelham Larks

City Council President Liam McLaughlin and Charter School of Excellence co-founders So-
beida Cruz and Dr. Edward LaGuerre.

The Song Pipers

and implementing initiatives, activities and 
strategies that promote and advocate for social 
justice, equality and accountability for a large 
number of individuals who feel both disenfran-
chised and unaware of the governmental, eco-
nomic and social aspects that affect the com-
munity for future generations.

The goals and objectives of MPAC are 
specifically designed to inform and educate its 
members and the community-at-large, allow-
ing them to have a voice that is heard and an 
opportunity to participate in the political and 
social advancement, as well as making sure 
their issues are heard and addressed by pub-
lic awareness and supporting candidates who 
share MPAC’s mission.

Members of MPAC say the committee has 
become a necessity as a result of political lead-
ers and the political parties they represent los-
ing focus on why they entered public service, 
and serving the community as a whole.

The gala was well attended, with more 

than 200 guests present, including Mayor Mike 
Spano, County Executive Rob Astorino and 
Council President Liam McLaughlin. After the 
gala, Khader said MPAC is ready to move for-
ward and seek out candidates to run for office, 
including next year’s Yonkers elections for 
City Council, and for county legislator. 

“Part of the reason for this organization is 
to try to put the politicians in check and hold 
them accountable,” said Khader. “People think 
we aren’t being represented anymore. It seem 
that come election time they are around but 
you can’t find them after that. More can be 
done to listen to the people you were elected 
to represent.

“We already have two or three interested 
candidates to run for local office, and we plan 
on finding the right candidates and using our 
organization and our resources to take action 
and hold all accountable,” he continued. “This 
is not just an Arab group or another ethnic 
group. This is about the people in Yonkers who 
feel shut out.”

For more information on MPAC, visit 
www.MPACnow.com or email jkhader@
mpacnow.com.

The sun was shining April 10 as 65 music 
lovers visited the Bronxville Public Library for 
“Sing into Spring,” an afternoon of music per-
formed by the Song Pipers Music Therapy En-
semble and the Pelham Larks. The event was 
sponsored by Gramatan Village and admission 
was free for all members of the local commu-
nity. The two-hour event featured a wide range 
of musical genres and all who attended left the 
performance with smiling faces and uplifted 
spirits. 

“We sincerely thank the Song Pipers and 
the Pelham Larks for sharing their time and tal-
ent with the members of the community,” said 
Julie Dalton, executive director of Gramatan 
Village. “The exceptional performance was 
enjoyed by all and a terrific way to welcome 
spring.”

The Song Pipers is a non-profit mu-
sic therapy ensemble established in 1949 in 
Bronxville. Almost 70 years from its founding, 
the Song Pipers continue to be a vibrant vol-
unteer organization and prides itself on giving 
back to those who are emboldened by music 
therapy.

The Pelham Larks is an accomplished 
group of 20 women from Pelham and the sur-
rounding communities that sing a capella and 
with musical accompaniment for audiences 
“from 2 to 92” under the direction of Jeffrey 
Hoffman, choirmaster of Christ Church in Pel-
ham. The Larks were founded by The Junior 
League in 1951. 

“Sing into Spring” was a true community 

event and the audience loved the music and 
enjoyed seeing old and new friends – it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable Sunday afternoon for all 
who attended,” said Kerry Walsh, president of 
Gramatan Village. 

Upcoming Gramatan Village events in-
clude the eighth annual May Magic Benefit 
at Siwanoy Country Club on Sunday, May 1, 
where Marcia Lee and Sarah Thornton Clifford 
will be honored for their outstanding contribu-
tion to the Bronxville community. During the 
event, mentalist Oz Pearlman, who appeared 
on America’s Got Talent, will perform and is 
sure to dazzle the audience. 

Additional future events include a docent-
led tour at The Rockefeller Estate on May 12, 
Cooking with Nancy Contessa – “Recipes 
from The Farmers’ Market” – on June 7, and a 
kickoff summer visit to Walters Hot Dog Stand 
on June 20. 

Gramatan Village is an organization that 
engages aging community residents who want 
to remain in the home and neighborhood they 
love. The organization supports aging-in-com-
munity with a network of volunteers, com-
munity partnerships and peer connections that 
enable members to stay independent and fully 
engaged in the community. Gramatan Village 
is recognized as a leader in the National Vil-
lage Movement.

For more information, contact Gramatan 
Village at 914-337-1338 or info@gramatanvil-
lage.org, or visit the website www.gramatan-
village.org.
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Nine Concordia College students com-
prising their math team competed recently in 
the 2016 international contest in mathemati-
cal modeling. The University of California at 
Berkeley is arguably the world leader in model-
ing and mathematical statistics, and two of the 
three-person Concordia College teams outper-
formed their Cal-Berkeley rivals in the event. 

The team of Captain Yameng Wang, Rui-
heng Xiang and Zhen Yang earned “Successful 
Participant” status in the competition. This was 
the same performance level as earned by Cal-
Berkeley, West Point, Emory, Cal Poly, Vir-
ginia Tech, University of Washington and other 

international colleges and universities.
The two teams of Captain Yuling Zhang, 

Jeongmin Lee, Illeyana Graham; and Captain 
Elijah McGruder, SojeongLee and Ho Jun Kim 
scored at the “Honorable Mention” level, out-
performing Cal-Berkeley and other colleges 
and universities that earned “Successful Par-
ticipant” status. The two Concordia College 
teams earned the same level of performance 
as Brown, Peking University, Duke, Virginia 
Tech, U of Adelaide-Australia, University of 
Colorado (a frequent winner of the event), 
along with other international colleges and uni-
versities.

Concordia Math Team 
Outperforms Cal-Berkeley

Concordia College


