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Riverside High School Valedictorian Maria Salazar, left, and Salutatorian Dariana Colon, with 
medals from the Yonkers Public Schools Breakfast.

L-R: Jessica Dronzek; Kathleen Ennis, Education Committee chair for YHS; Melody-Susan 
Kulaprathazhe; Deidre Hoare-Rylander, president of YHS; Caroline Tracey; and State Sen. 

Shelley Mayer.

YOHO artist Patricia Santos. Photo by Lee Romero.

Meet the Riverside High School’s 2018 Vale-
dictorian Maria Salazar and Salutatorian Dariana 
Colon. 

Salazar will graduate next month with a 
98.35 percent grade-point average. Her favorite 
subject is English and her favorite educator is 
English teacher Kirk Bauer. Salazar, who enjoys 
reading and writing, has been at Riverside H.S. 

– and this country – for only two years after her 
family immigrated from Venezuela. 

“I was a good student in Venezuela, but the 
situation there got bad, so my parents decided to 
move here to give a better future to me and my 
brother,” said Salazar, who started learning Eng-
lish in Venezuela at the age of 7. “We lived with 

The Yonkers Historical Society presented its 
2018 Patricia Mangold Scholarship Awards dur-
ing the society’s annual meeting April 28 at the 
Grinton Will Library. 

The winners, who are high school seniors 
residing in Yonkers, presented projects that dem-
onstrated understanding and significant personal 
appreciation of the history of Yonkers. The win-

ners are planning to pursue further education. 
The first-place prize of $1,000 was awarded 

to Jessica Dronzek of the Ursuline School. Sec-
ond -place prizes of $500 each were awarded to 
Melody-Susan Kulaprathazhe of Yonkers High 
School, and Caroline Tracey of the Dominican 
Academy.

Congratulations to these graduating seniors!

By Dan Murphy 
As Mayor Mike Spano, members of the 

City Council, and the city’s unions review and 
explore their options to help close a budget 
deficit of $25 million on the city portion of the 
Yonkers budget, one option under review is to 
impose a garbage fee of $300 per apartment 
unit and home. This would raise $20 million, 
which would help close the deficit and keep 
the city from laying off 182 workers. 

Although the garbage fee would be un-
popular, the city’s leaders are having a tough 
time finding other options to raise $20 million. 
A 4 percent property tax increase would ex-
ceed the tax cap and only raise $7 million. An 
increase in the real estate transfer tax is said to 
be off the table. Raising the city’s income tax 
surcharge is another option. 

“But if the city could collect $20 million 
with one fee, and we wouldn’t have to go over 
the tax cap, it’s an option,” said one official. 
“Some of the Republican councilmembers 
won’t raise property taxes above the cap, so 
it might be up to the Democrats if they want a 
large tax increase.”

Others are hoping for another “Albany 
bailout” and are waiting to put their cards on 
the table until that possibility is gone. Some 
are said to be worried that the only help from 
Albany will come in the form of a Financial 
Control Board, which will be avoided at all 
costs. 

Two recent letters to the editor show the 
different viewpoints from the different stake-
holders in the city about the budget and the 
yearly, recurring budget crisis. 

The first letter, from Yonkers resident 
Joe Clarke, asks why the city and the taxpay-
ers haven’t received increased revenue from 
the many downtown development projects 
built and underway. Clarke, whose letter can 
be found on page 4, calls the lack of property 
taxes paid by new development “a handout to 
the wealthy.” 

Many downtown development projects 
agree to Payments in Lieu of Taxes that are 
made to the city. So, basically, the new down-
town development properties are paying prop-
erty taxes through a PILOT. 

But Clarke’s complaint has been echoed 
again and again by Yonkers homeowners and 
taxpayers  over many years concerning many 
Yonkers development projects. 

Another letter we received is a form letter 
from the Yonkers Council of Parent-Teacher 
Associations. Titled, “Yonkers Parents Have 
Had Enough – Tell the City of Yonkers to Take 
Care of its Children’s Education,” it urges the 
City Council to close the $40 million bud-
get deficit, and restore some of the 211 jobs 
eliminations in the proposed Yonkers Public 
Schools budget that Superintendent Dr. Edwin 
Quezada has submitted. 

By Nancy Maron
President, Foundation for the Yonkers Public 
Library

If you are driving down Central Avenue, you 
might notice a familiar Yonkers building with a 
little update. The Grinton I. Will branch library – 
among the busiest in the Yonkers Public Library 
system – has just completed the renovation of 
its west-facing facade. If you were a fan of the 
brightly-colored panels, we hope you will ap-
preciate the homage to this palette in the form of 

sleek bars that grace the new, lighter sun shades.  
If you are a fan of, say, Lincoln Center, you 

might marvel at how our two-story rounded win-
dow bays, now uncovered to emphasize their full 
height, appear to mimic the soaring arches of that 
stunning building. Come visit this branch and see 
for yourself!

Come celebrate with friends at our open 
house and ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, 
May 10. The party starts at 6 p.m., Mayor Mike 

The City of Yonkers, and the many artists 
that create their works and feature them in dif-
ferent parts of the community, will welcome 
visitors to the fifth annual Yonkers Arts Week-
end on May 5 and 6. 

Pictured above is artist Patricia Santos, 
who spends her days as an early childhood 
educator at The Goddard School in Hastings-
On-Hudson, but spends her personal time in 
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Riverside Val-Sal Live 
The American Dream 

YHS Mangold Scholarship 
Winners Announced

$300 Garbage Fee on the 
Table to Balance Budget 

Celebrate the Will Library

Enjoy Yonkers Arts Weekend 

Congressional candidates Derickson Lawrence, left, and Jonathan Lewis.

By Dan Murphy 
Four years ago, Congressman Eliot En-

gel became our unofficial Westchester con-
gressman, since after the 2010 Census and 
redistricting, the 16th congressional district he 
represents now includes more than two-thirds 
of the county, including all lower Westchester 
and north to Rye, Greenburgh and Scarsdale. 

Engel, who has served for 28 to 30 years, 
faced a challenge two years ago from Mt. Ver-

non community activist and entrepreneur Der-
ickson Lawrence. This year, he will again face 
Democratic challenges from Lawrence and 
from Scarsdale businessman Jonathan Lewis.  

Lawrence was knocked off the Demo-
cratic primary but ran on a third-party line in 
2016, getting 5 percent of the vote. This year, 
Lawrence got enough signatures to get on the 
ballot in the June 26 Democratic primary for 

Continued on Page 8

Two Westchester Dems to 
Challenge Engel for Congress 
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From right are District Polio Chair Shahid Latif, Mrs. and Mr. Raja Ejaz Consul-General of 
Pakistan, Businessman Iqbal Latif, Rotarian Barbara Hanna, Rotary International Polio Chair 

Mike McGovern, District Gov. Janet DiBenedetto, and Rotarians Dr. Hameedi and fashion 
designer Ghazala Asam.

Make your own kite and enter in the kite contest, one of the many free events at the Hudson 
River Museum for Yonkers Arts Weekend. Photo by Jason Green.

Once a worldwide scourge, Polio is now 
close to complete eradication, from 350,000 cas-
es worldwide in 1988 to only eight in all of 2018 
(so far) – that is a staggering 99.9 percent reduc-
tion. Polio is now only endemic in Afghanistan, 
Nigeria and Pakistan… but we can’t quit now. 

To join in the final push to completely 
eradicate Polio from the planet, the Rotary Club 
of Yonkers-East Yonkers partnered with Rotary 
District 7230 to raise funds to be channeled 
through the Rotary Foundation’s “End Polio 
Now” campaign. The event, which is part of the 
“Have Fun, Do Good” efforts, took place April 
21 at the Castle Royale in Yonkers. The End-
Polio Gala event was a huge success, turning out 
to be the biggest fundraiser for the club. 

Rotary District PolioPlus Chairperson Sha-
hid Latif organized the event with the support 
of Yonkers-East Yonkers Rotarians and non-Ro-
tarian friends. Yonkers City Council President 
Mike Khader presented a proclamation for the 
club. A proclamation from Mayor Mike Spano 
was also presented to the club for its efforts in 
the worldwide fight against Polio. 

Consul-General Raja Ejaz of Pakistan, 
Doug Martin Sturomski of the Peace Bell Foun-
dation, and the Rev. Danny Garcia of the Global 
Walk Foundation were also present.

There was a lot of happy energy at the 
Castle Royale. Among the more than 200 at-
tendees were local business owners, physicians, 
bankers, real estate professionals, and Rotary 

officials including Rotary International Polio-
Plus Chairperson Michael McGovern; Rotary 
District Gov. Janet DiBenedetto; future District 
Govs. Krishnan Chittur, David Schribman and 
Mahbub Ahmad; Yonkers Rotary President Alix 
Schnee; and many other Rotary leaders. 

The Have Fun Do Good event began at 6 
p.m. and included an evening of entertainment 
and a buffet dinner. McGovern and District Gov. 
Janet DiBenedetto presented the Paul Harris 
Fellow awards on behalf of the district to Latif 
and members of the Organizing Committee. 

Businessman Iqbal Latif was also recog-
nized for his large contribution for the evening’s 
proceeds, and a donated artwork was auctioned 
– which garnered $15,000.

All proceeds from the event – more than 
$70,000 – will go to the Rotary International 
Foundation’s PolioPlus Fund. All funds raised 
and sent through this fund have triple impact 
because the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
matches every dollar 2-to-1.

The campaign to end polio began with the 
initiative of a Rotary Club in The Philippines in 
1972. After its great success, the program was 
replicated across the country and later in other 
countries. The push from Rotary and its 1.2 
million worldwide members sustained the cam-
paign when – through the participation of UNI-
CEF, the World Health Organization and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation – the campaign 
gathered steam to reach its current stage.

The Hudson River Museum, located on 
Warburton Avenue, will host the following 
events for friends and families in the month of 
May. 

This Saturday, May 5, HRM will hold its 
annual Kite Festival as part of Yonkers Arts 
Weekend, from noon to 5 p.m. Learn how to 
construct bird kites from construction paper and 
twine, and make stained glass windows in the 
shape of kites out of tissue paper. Participate in 
kite contests led by Kites in Motion throughout 
the day, as well as an outdoor scavenger hunt in 
which winners will receive free museum passes. 

Museum admission will be free in celebra-
tion of Yonkers Arts Weekend.

On Friday May 11, teens are invited to 
HRM’s Teen Night from 5 to 8 p.m. Planned 
for teens by teens, enjoy an evening of art-mak-
ing activities, open-mic poetry, fashion shows, 
short films, planetarium shows and more – all 
centered around an “Around the World” theme. 
This event is free for teens and will include light 
refreshments.

On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13, enjoy 
a family tour and Mother’s Day bouquet at 1:30 
p.m. Join this special guided tour for families 
focused on the flowers blooming in the Neo-
Victorians and throughout the museum. Simple, 
hands-on activities are included in the tour and 
the results can be shared as a Mother’s Day gift.

Planetarium shows in May take place every 
Saturday and Sunday.

At 12:30 p.m. is “One World, One Sky.” 

On a trip from Sesame Street to the moon, Big 
Bird and Elmo with friend Hu Hu Zhu discover 
that planets are different from one another, but 
people on Earth are often the same. Learn about 
the Big Dipper, the North Star, the sun and the 
moon. This program is for ages 5 and older, and 
is 27 minutes long plus a question-and-answer 
session.

At 2 p.m. is “The Sky Tonight.” Learn 
what’s going on in the sky the very night you see 
this live, interactive show. This program is for 
ages 8 and older, and is 45 to 60 minutes long.

At 3:30 p.m. is “Moons: Worlds of Mys-
tery” (no showing May 6, 12 and 13). Where 
are the moons? What do they do? Follow the 
astronauts to our silvery moon, then journey to 
the outer planets to discover more moons. Come 
back to earth with newfound wonder for the dy-
namic solar system where we live. This program 
is for ages 8 and older, and is 35 minutes long 
plus a question-and-answer session.

At 3:30 p.m. on May 6, 12 and 13 is “The 
Victorian’s Guide to the Galaxy.” When the mu-
seum’s historic home, Glenview, was being built 
in 1875, astronomers and physicists believed 
they had completed the foundation of knowl-
edge for their sciences. This new show, narrated 
by award-winning science fiction narrator Kate 
Baker, explores what 19th-century scientists un-
derstood about their universe. This program is 
for ages 8 and older.

For more information about the Hudson 
River Museum, visit www.hrm.org.

Yonkers Rotary Raises 
Funds to Help End Polio

HRM’s May Events
Include Kite Festival
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At NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital, we’ve expanded our services to bring you world-class 
care where you live. Westchester now has access to our new cancer and interventional cardiology 
centers. We’ve also added more than 275 specialists from Columbia University Irving Medical Center, 
who join the skilled doctors already here serving the community.

To learn more or schedule a visit, go to nyp.org/lawrence or call 914-787-5000. 
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Eric Schoen

By Eric Schoen
Baby, it’s warm 

outside! Snow upstate 
earlier in the week, 80s 
in town toward the end 
of the week… spring 
has sprung us right into 
summer. It’s a good 
time for me to explain 
why President Trump’s 
tan makes him look rac-
coon like. 

As a former sun 
worshiper (now my 
sun comes in a bottle) 
it is easy for me to un-
derstand what is going 
on. Actually, those who 
have gone to a tanning 
salon have known all 
along what is happening with his tanned face 
and white eyes. When one tans at a tanning sa-
lon using either a machine that tans just your 
face or your whole body, you are given either 
plastic goggle-like devices that cover your 
eyes, or little pieces of eye shaped aluminum 
foil to wear while you are tanning. 

The sun can be particularly dangerous for 
the eyes, so most people who tan using ma-
chines use these devices to protect their eyes. 
If they didn’t, they would do danger to their 
eyes, and a sun tan on your eye lids can be 
very painful. When you use either goggles or 
the foil devices, they give the tanner the rac-
coon look because they block the rays from 
your eyes. 

Some people even use these devices then 
they sit in the sun at the beach or pool. I did, 
and people would always look at me like I 
was weird sitting at the beach with goggle on 
my eyes. We know the weather in Washing-
ton, D.C., during the winter is not good for 
tanning, and knowing Trump, he is not sitting 
on a beach chair or on the sand at Mar-a-Lago 
when he heads to Florida. He’s always wear-
ing a baseball cap in the sun, so his tan is not 
coming from natural sunlight! 

The bottom line? He has to be using a tan-
ning machine to either tan his face or whole 
body with tanning goggles or eye-shaped alu-
minum foil. You learn something new every 
day!

White House Correspondents’ Dinner  
Although I haven’t achieved the prestige 

to be a guest at the yearly White House Cor-
respondents’ Dinner (and the price of tickets 
would deplete the budget for these newspa-
pers), what I saw from media reports of the 
event was disgusting. The event raises money 
for scholarships, which is very important in 
this day and age of rising college costs, but 
that is no excuse for being plain old nasty – 
as the comedian who served as master of cer-
emonies was. 

Going after an individual’s looks has no 
place in our society, and certainly not at a 
prestigious, publicly broadcast event like this 
dinner, where people pay big bucks to attend. 
To have that individual invited to sit on the 
dais by the organization that runs the event 
while he or she is picked on is even more pa-
thetic.

The purpose of the dinner is important. 
Comedians can make jokes without getting 
nasty. Many do every day in America. The 
New York Times hasn’t participated in this 
event in close to 20 years. As a journalist, I 
was insulted by what occurred, and hope that 
the White House Correspondents Association 
re-evaluates the event and those invited to 
serve as host!

Did You Buy Comey’s Book, Yet?  
Poor James Comey. No, I should say rich 

James Comey. The publicity his book has re-
ceived has skyrocketed it to the top of the New 
York Times bestseller list. Pretty impressive 
for a guy who grew up in little ‘Ol Yonkers!

He talks about his Yonkers upbring-
ing in the book. What I can’t understand is 
why so many Republicans are unhappy with 

him. Many believe his 
re-opening the Hillary 
Clinton investigation 
is what paved Trump’s 
way to the White 
House. I can understand 
why Clinton’s support-
ers are upset with him, 
but Trump supporters 
should kiss the ground 
he walks on.

Frankly I’m sick 
and tired of all these 
investigations and wish 
they would come to a 
close. Our nation has 
problems that need to 
be addressed, and these 
investigations just take 
our elected leaders’ 

minds off the real problems facing our great 
country. 

Only in Yonkers  
World-renown artists are coming to Yon-

kers to reuse the old city jail for offices, artists’ 
studios and an exhibition/events space. Those 
were the headlines coming out of Yonkers 
City Hall in November 2013. These artists got 
a break on the price of the facility, tax breaks, 
and Yonkers opened its coffers to these world 
renown artists. I doubt any of the politicians 
who brokered the deal had even heard of these 
artists, but we will save that for another day. 

A story in the New York Times last year 
read: “Daniel Wolf, an art and photography 
dealer, and his wife, the artist and architect 
Maya Lin, thrilled local artists in 2013 when 
they bought the empty 1926 Yonkers City Jail. 
Although the couple initially considered hold-
ing public events there, Mr. Wolf has found 
that he needs the entire building to store his 
collections, host visits by clients and curators, 
and do a little painting of his own.”

I was very upset when I read an article 
on hamlethub.com last week telling this sad 
story. How do we let outsiders, carpetbaggers, 
rip the City of Yonkers off like this? When 
elected officials get campaign contributions 
from the developers who fail to develop or fail 
to do as proposed, do they look the other way? 
Why don’t they go after those who steal from 
our city? Does campaign cash speak louder 
than a developer’s commitment to the public?

This nonsense goes on all the time. Have 
we heard a peep out of City Hall, demanding 
the developers make good on their commit-
ment? Sadly, no!  
Handicapped Parking & Clothing Try-On 

Rooms  
Why do people think they can use a hand-

icapped parking space if the space is empty 
and they sit in the car? I witnessed a person 
attempting to use a handicapped try-on room 
at a local store and the clerk telling them the 
room was only for people in wheelchairs. 

Let’s set the rules straight: Handicapped 
parking spaces are to be used by the handi-
capped person with the local jurisdiction per-
mit. If a non-handicapped person is in the car 
and capable of driving, the driver must drop 
the handicapped person off using the handi-
capped space if needed, and move to a non-
handicapped space. 

Handicapped clothing try-on rooms are 
not just for people in wheelchairs. If some-
one requests to use one, the store employees 
should not question why the individual needs 
to use the room. It’s none of his or her busi-
ness. And these rooms need to be kept open 
and ready for use. 

Brief  
I’m glad to see the National Wholesale 

Liquidators building coming down!
Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@

aol.com. Follow him on Twitter @ericyon-
kers. Listen to Eric Schoen and Dan Murphy 
on the Westchester Rising Radio Show on 
Thursdays from 10 to 11 a.m. on WVOX 1460 
AM or download the Simple Radio app for 
free from the App Store. 

Donald Trump’s 
Strange Tan

  

Computer Repair, upgrade 
and Troubleshooting 

Cracked Laptop Screen, 
Broken Power Jack 

 
virus Removal, Data Recovery 

 
Call James at 
646-281-4475 

 

General Construction Company seeking contractors and suppliers who are certi-
fied Section 3 (self-certified with HUD that they meet one of the regulatory definitions 
of a Section 3 business), New York State Certified Minority or Women-Owned Busi-
ness Enterprises, to provide a proposal for our new project located in Yonkers area.

We are accepting proposals in the following trades:

This project is subject to the Davis Bacon Act prevailing wage requirements. These 
obligations are described at the U.S. Department of Labor, Wage and Hour Division 
webpage - http://www.dol.gov/whd/.  
Eligible businesses may need to demonstrate that they are responsible and have the 
ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of proposed contracts.
The eligible firms interested in bidding work noted above should send their inquiry to: 
jmonaghan@mdgny.com and provide the contact information specifying trade to bid.

Landscaping 
HVAC

Electrical Work
Plumbing
Intercom

Masonry
Roofing
Asbestos

Fire Alarm
Boiler

Yonkers-based Advocates of Life joined 
tens of thousands of people throughout the na-
tion including in White Plains, Yonkers and New 
Rochelle in the National Day of Protest against 
Planned Parenthood on April 28. Dozens of peo-
ple stood vigil in front of the Yonkers Planned 
Parenthood to bring awareness to the philosophy 
and practices of Planned Parenthood.

“Planned Parenthood facilities have been 
caught shielding child predators, lying about what 
services they provide, deceiving government  of-
ficials, defying state and federal laws, submitting 
fraudulent claims, harvesting and selling fetal 
tissue, and exaggerating their role of providing 
health care to women,” said Anthony Felicissimo, 
president of  the Advocates of Life. “As a matter 
of fact, Planned Parenthood claims to be a major 
provider of health care for women in the United 
States, yet they provide less than 2 percent of 
manual breast exams, less than 1 percent of pap 
tests, and 0 percent mammograms. Our women 
deserve better than Planned Parenthood.”

The Advocates of Life believe that abortion 

is a major practice that drives Planned Parent-
hood. Felicissimo brought out the statistic that: 
“Planned Parenthood performs 320,000 abor-
tions a year, takes in an estimated $191 million 
on abortion alone every year, and accounts for 3/5 
of their clinic income. While the national abortion 
rate has been steadily declining, the abortion rate 
has been steadily increasing at Planned Parent-
hood facilities. Planned Parenthood supports le-
gal abortion until the time of birth for any reason, 
supports laws which reject the right of parents 
to even know their minor daughter – even at 12 
years of age – is about to undergo an abortion pro-
cedure. Planned Parenthood creates a wedge be-
tween parents and their children in a critical time 
period in the child’s life. This is unconscionable. 
Lastly, Planned Parenthood also supports laws 
which force taxpayers to fit the bill for abortion.”

Felicissimo ended by saying, “Our families 
and communities deserve better than Planned Par-
enthood.”

Editor’s note: This story below,  which ap-

Respecting All Opinions  
Pro-Life Protest in West. 

President Donald Trump and singer/songwriter/rapper Kayne West.

Continued on Page 7
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:
Last week I attended a quality-of-life meet-

ing in Yonkers where the main topic of discus-
sion was the presence of the homeless in down-
town Yonkers. The emphasis at the meeting was 
to get the homeless out of the downtown area. 
Nobody wants homeless people. The Sharing 
Community, in the St. John’s Church complex, 
with very limited and diminishing resources, 
does its best to cater to their needs. 

The meeting also touched on the large bud-
get defi cit being faced by the City of Yonkers. 
This may involve laying off up to 400 employ-
ees, including teachers, police and other services. 
This was a surprise to me, as I have been watch-
ing the development of the large, upscale apart-
ment buildings on the waterfront and, as well as 
admiring these wonderful buildings, I had seen 
dollar signs ringing in my brain thinking of the 
new tax revenue they were bringing to the city. 

So, I asked the question: What happens to 

the property taxes that these new buildings gen-
erate? There isn’t any, I was told; the buildings 
do not contribute any property taxes to our city 
budget. 

The developers got to build on our prime 
waterfront real estate and they contribute noth-
ing in real estate taxes. So, we, the other property 
owners of the city, subsidize them in paying for 
their garbage collection, policing their streets, 
educating their children, and providing them 
with multiple other city services. 

This is wrong. It is unfair and it is another 
hand out to the wealthy. If we have developers 
come to our city, they are always welcome, but 
they have to pay their fair share in their contribu-
tion to our city’s expenses, otherwise our teach-
ers, police and other city workers will not be able 
to do the work we need them to do; neither will 
we properly be able to take care of our homeless.
Joe Clarke
Yonkers

Since 2008, Yonkers Public Schools has 
struggled annually to rebuild what it lost. Ev-
ery year, our schools face approximately $40 
million in cuts and we face layoffs of essential 
staff, teachers, psychologists and assistants. Ev-
ery year, our families must fi ght for what they 
are entitled to and for what many surrounding 
districts provide without question. This year, we 
are saying enough.

While we certainly understand Yonkers’ 
frustration over the state’s failure to properly 
fund public education, in the end it is up to the 
City of Yonkers to take care of its children and 

provide a proper and well-rounded education to 
its residents. Our children go without full-time 
art, music and gym, and our administration 
and teachers are forced to handle any mental 
health issues that arise simply because there are 
not enough counselors or psychologists to go 
around.

We demand that the City of Yonkers take 
care of its children. Find a way to close the $40 
million budget gap and give the children of Yon-
kers Public Schools the well-rounded education 
they are entitled to.
Yonkers Council of PTas 

Yonkers Homeless 
& Budget Defi cit

An Open Letter to the
Yonkers City Council 

Empire City Casino employees with representatives from Volunteer New York and Paws 
Crossed Animal Rescue, with a surprise donation of $1,000 from the casino. Photo by Jelena 

Gerga.

Empire City Casino partnered with Volun-
teer New York and Paws Crossed Animal Res-
cue, based in Westchester, to host an employee 
volunteer event April 30 in support of National 
Adopt a Pet Day. Accompanied by shelter pup-
pies Hocus and Alakazam, more than 50 employ-
ees joined together to make more than 100 pull 
toys. Hocus and Alakazam are 10-week-old Lab-
rador Retriever mixes and part of the shelter’s 
“Magic Dogs” – Hocus, Pocus, Abra, Cadabra, 
Alakazam, Presto, Shazam, and Mom Houdini.

“Project Rescue Dog Pull Toy” took place 
at Empire City Casino, where employees turned 
clean, recycled T-shirts into pull toys to be used 
for play, training and social interaction, giving 
rescue dogs a better chance of fi nding a forever 
home.

In addition to the successful employee 
volunteer event, Paws Crossed volunteer and 
Empire City Casino employee Eileen Rooney 
surprised Paws Crossed with a $1,000 donation 
on behalf of casino President and CEO Timothy 
Rooney. The donation will go directly to the ani-
mal rescue organization to be used for additional 

rescue resources. 
“Volunteer New York! is proud to support 

Empire City Casino and their employees in help-
ing to connect them closer to their community 
in meaningful ways where they can give back,” 
said Volunteer New York! Executive Director 
Alisa Kesten. “As strong community partners 
that care, we’ll bet on them every single time.”

“We are so thankful to our friends at Em-
pire City Casino for including us in this wonder-
ful event,” added Jennifer Angelucci, president 
and CEO of Paws Crossed. “We look forward to 
partnering again on future outings with this won-
derful group of people to share our mission to 
‘rescue one by one until there are none.’”

Empire City Casino and its employees are 
committed to giving back to the community 
through various events, sponsorships and fun-
draisers throughout the year, including hosting 
the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge every August, 
the JDRF Walk each October, and a coat and 
toy drive in November. For more information 
on Empire City Casino, visit www.empirecity-
casino.com.

Empire City Casino Donates to 
Paws Crossed Animal Rescue

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

HELP!

Help at Home

Help in Shower
with  GPS!

Help On-the-Go

    Get HELP fast, 24/7, 
anywhere with .  

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

There’s some optimistic news on the West-
chester County foreclosure front based on the 
2018 fi rst quarter fi lings and judgments. Accord-
ing to Westchester County Clerk Timothy Idoni, 
whose offi ce handles the cases, fi lings are down 
7 percent from 2017, and judgments dropped 2.8 
percent during the same time period. 

This year has seen 294 fi lings from January 
through the end of March. During the same time 
period, 241 judgments were fi led – the lowest in 
the past fi ve years. Filings, the fi rst step in the 
foreclosure process, have dropped signifi cantly 
over the past fi ve years with a high total of 2,696 
in 2013. In 2017, the total fi lings were 1,209.

Idoni indicated that the days of massive re-

fi nancing and subsequent failures to meet obliga-
tions appear to have subsided. “We seem to be into 
a more stable fi nancing market and resultant sta-
bility in mortgage payments,” he said. “Reduced 
foreclosures are good for our homeowners and the 
community as a whole.”

The fi gures for the past four fi rst quarters are 
as follows: in 2015, 569 fi lings and 267 judge-
ments; in 2016, 415 fi lings and 387 judgements; 
in 2017, 316 fi lings and 248 judgements; and in 
2018, 294 fi lings and 241 judgements.

Foreclosures can often take two to three years 
to clear the courts. “One foreclosure is too many,” 
said Idoni. “But those facing foreclosure can try to 
avoid it by getting professional assistance.”

As part of its continued climate actions and 
efforts to protect environmental health, the City of 
Yonkers is teaming up with 511NYRideshare in 
becoming a Clean Air NY Community Partner – 
linking residents to a free ridematch program and 
offering resources and information for residents to 
go “green” on their daily commute. 

The program focuses on reducing air pollu-
tion from vehicle emissions, which, according to 
511NYRideshare, account for nearly one third of 
all air pollution in the New York-metropolitan re-
gion. Transportation accounts for 27 percent of all 
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States and 
is the second-leading source of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the country after electricity.

There are many simple ways residents can 
take action to lower their impact on air pollution, 
from cutting back on vehicle idling to participat-
ing in a carpool, or by using alternative means of 
transportation. The program aims to provide the 
information and resources needed to help people 
make changes that support their lifestyle, and a 
healthier environment.

“It is no secret that vehicle emissions are a di-
rect hazard to environmental and human health,” 
said Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano. “By teaming up 
with 511NYRideshare, we are offering a great re-
source to help residents do their part to cut down 
on air pollution by sharing a ride with a co-worker 
or friend nearby.” 

“We are thrilled to be working with the City 
of Yonkers and applaud their efforts to reduce traf-
fi c congestion by encouraging their employees 

and residents to rideshare and choose more en-
vironmentally-friendly commute options,” added 
Kate Brangaccio, director of marketing for 511NY 
Rideshare.

The program also serves to provide residents 
with alerts on “Air Quality Action Days,” when 
air quality may be unhealthy for at-risk individu-
als, including those with heart and lung problems, 
senior citizens, children, and those who are more 
sensitive to air pollution.

On Air Quality Action Days, the City of Yon-
kers will alert residents of poor air quality at www.
YonkersNY.gov and all @CityofYonkers social 
media platforms, including Facebook and Twit-
ter. Taking action to reduce vehicle emissions on 
Air Quality Action Days is especially important in 
lowering air pollution for the benefi t of those most 
susceptible to its negative health impacts. 

“Congratulations to the City of Yonkers for 
their work in becoming a Clean Air NY Commu-
nity Partner,” said Jessica Horne, Clean Air NY 
program manager. “Through their efforts, the city 
is helping to improve air quality in the Lower 
Hudson Valley. We look forward to recognizing 
them as a leader in the community.”

To register for the free Ridematching Pro-
gram, or for more information on air pollution and 
ways to make a difference, visit www.YonkersNY.
gov and www.CleanAirNY.org. 

Clean Air NY offers simple, everyday ways 
to reduce vehicle use and air pollution. To learn 
more, email info@CleanAirNY.org and follow 
“Clean Air” on Facebook and Twitter.

County Clerk: Some 
Optimism on Foreclosures

Yonkers to Become a Clean 
Air NY Community Partner

The Fourth Precinct Community Council 
will hold its monthly meeting Thursday, May 
17 at 7 p.m. in the Fourth Police Precinct, 53 
Shonnard Place, Yonkers. Precinct commander, 

Captain Cavorte, and his staff will be present to 
address matters of concern.    

Everyone who lives or works in the area 
served by the Fourth Police Precinct is invited. 

Community Council Meets

The Male Glee Club of Yonkers, under the 
direction of Maestro Robert Sonnenberg, will 
present “An Afternoon of Beautiful Music” on 
Sunday, May 6 at 3 p.m. at the Yonkers Public 
Library, Will Library, 1500 Central Park Ave. 
Admission is free, no tickets are required, and 
seating will be in the 325-seat auditorium at the 

library. 
Join the Male Glee Club as it presents an af-

ternoon featuring the best of Broadway, classics, 
and contemporary hits. The concert is suitable 
for all members of the family. Visit www.ypl.org 
or call 914-337-1500 for directions to the library 
and more information.  

Yonkers Male Glee Club
To Perform on May 6



By Mary Hoar
President Emerita, Yonkers Historical Soci-
ety

Monday, May 7  
May 7, 1922: State Sen. Holland Duell of 

North Broadway announced his retirement at 
the end of the year, while speaking to the Civic 
League in Tarrytown. The New York State Asso-
ciation rated Duell as the “ablest, most construc-
tive and most independent member” of the 1922 
Legislature, awarding him the Distinguished 
Service Palm. During the First World War, the 
senator was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Medal, Croix de Guerre and the Distinguished 
Service Cross for his “extraordinary heroism in 
combat near Vinarville, France.”

May 7, 1922: Civil Service Commission 
Secretary Joseph Harmon announced that only 
37 out of 93 men who took the medical tests re-
quired for appointment as a Yonkers fi refi ghter 
passed.  

May 7, 1927: After a report that Yonkers 
was holding up the construction of the new post 
offi ce building, Corporation Counsel Arthur 
Hume announced that Yonkers would do noth-
ing to “impede the progress of construction” of 
the new facility. The cause for the delay? The 
contractors, Agostini Brothers of Norfolk, had 
not fi led the papers and plans for a building per-
mit.                                     

Tuesday, May 8  
May 8, 1911: Pastor Charles Corley dedi-

cated the new $10,000 chimes with 12 bells in 
St. Mary’s Church tower.  

May 8, 1921: The contract to purchase 
property at Guion Street and South Broadway to 
build the Jewish Community Center was signed.

May 8, 1930: Three ships – USS Arctic, 
fl eet fl agship USS Antares and USS Relief, the 
hospital ship of the U.S. Naval Battle Fleet – an-
chored off the Yonkers shores as guests of the 
City of Yonkers. The ships were part of the 65-
ship fl eet anchored in the Hudson, stretching 
from 57th Street to Yonkers.

Wednesday, May 9  
May 9, 1855: Citizens of Yonkers elected 

William Radford as president of the Village of 
Yonkers in its fi rst election.

May 9, 1946: Corporal Jack Goldman, for-
merly of Post Street, returned home after serv-
ing in France, Germany, Belgium and Czecho-
slovakia, and in counter-intelligence; he held the 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with 
three battle stars and the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge. Goldman returned to work at the Bengo 
Yarn Shoppe at 430 S. Broadway, the store he 
managed for 11 years before joining the service. 
He planned to live in Yonkers permanently as 
soon as living quarters for veterans were avail-
able. 

Thursday, May 10  
May 10, 1904: The American Real Es-

tate Company began remodeling the old Getty 
homestead on South Broadway into a hotel. The 
building, to be called the Park Hill Inn, would 
have two three-story extensions, and was ex-
pected to open within four months.

May 10, 1914: Mrs. William Bliss Jr. of 
High Street, sent a donation to the Police Pen-
sion Fund to show appreciation for the “care and 
vigilance” Yonkers police showed in guarding 
her home during her vacation.

May 10, 1927: Residents of the area pre-
sented a petition to Mayor Walsh protesting the 
parking of cars around Columbus Hall on Thurs-
day nights when they held boxing matches. The 
owners of the cars created a disturbance in their 
quiet neighborhood. Columbus Hall was the for-
mer armory, at 92 Waverly St.

Friday, May 11  
May 11, 1894: Future U.S. Ambassador 

and Presidential Advisor Ellsworth Bunker was 
born in Yonkers.

May 11, 1908: The Common Council took 
the fi rst steps to transfer the Manor House prop-
erty to New York State, and directed the Cor-
poration Counsel to prepare all the necessary 
papers.

May 11, 1931: The directors of the Holly-
wood Inn voted to dissolve the corporation; they 
blamed the jump in taxes from $1,600 to $8,000, 
saying it was a major factor in the fi nancial cri-
sis the center faced. Started in 1896, the inn had 
been one of the leading facilities for young men 
in the country, and was responsible for the suc-
cess of many of Yonkers sports stars. 

Saturday, May 12  
May 12, 1926: Public Safety Commis-

sioner William Van Keuren resigned after less 
than fi ve months in offi ce. Van Keuren, a former 
NYPD police inspector, told New York papers 
his resignation was at his “own volition, without 
any threat or intimation that I should resign.”  

Mayor Walsh, on reading Van Keuren’s 
statement, was irritated. Walsh had sent Special 
Deputy Commissioner Louis Van Dyk to tell the 
commissioner to “resign or be fi red.” Apparent-
ly, Van Keuren offended the mayor and others 
when he promised to “make men” of the Yon-
kers police; at the time of his hiring the previous 
December, the appointment of a police profes-
sional had been greeted with approval and great 
expectations.  

May 12, 1944: State Sen. William Condon 
of Yonkers withdrew his name as a candidate for 
the Republican nomination for the newly cre-
ated 27th congressional seat covering western 
Westchester and Putnam County. Condon said 
he was withdrawing in the interest of party har-
mony and wanted to avoid a primary. Jane Todd 
of Tarrytown and Ralph Gwinn of Bronxville 
also had declared interest in the nomination. 

Sunday, May 13  
May 13, 1923: Dr. Sue Radcliff of Mor-

ris Street was elected president of the Medical 
Women’s Association of the Academy of Medi-
cine in New York City.

May 13, 1944: Private Grace Hill of La-
martine Terrace arrived in Sydney, Australia, as 
part of a large unit of WACs; the women were 
there to relieve men for service in the front lines. 
They landed from a transport, dressed in trench 
coats, steel helmets and packs on their backs, 
and were greeted by Brigadier Gen. Thomas 
Rilea and other American offi cers who present-
ed each woman with a bunch of fl owers with the 
inscription “Welcome Wacs.”    

May 13, 1946: Seventy-fi ve-year-old Wil-
liam Smith of Oliver Avenue let his 45-year-old 
son know who was boss. Apparently, the son, 
Charles, disturbed the sleep of the older man 
by coming home at 4:30 a.m. in a party mood. 
Smith had arrested for disorderly conduct be-
cause of his “hilarity and boisterousness;” he 
asked the responding offi cers to help “put my 
boy in his place.” Judge Martin Fay fi xed bail 
for the son at $100 and adjourned the case for 
trial until the following Monday.

For more information on the Yonkers His-
torical Society, Sherwood House and upcoming 
events, visit www.facebook.com/YonkersHis-
toricalSociety or LinkedIn and Twitter @Yon-
kersHistoric. For information on membership in 
YHS, call 914-961-8940 or email yhsociety@
aol.com. 
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To join the Exchange Club of Yonkers contact 
Vice-President David Tubiolo at 646-596-3375

By Tracey Daniels 
O’Connell, Esq.

The timing of a clos-
ing can be tricky, and co-
ordinating the move out 
of the old and into the 
new without ending up 
temporarily homeless can 
be overwhelming. It is not 
always possible to close 
on the home you are sell-
ing and the one you are 
buying in the same day. 

To avoid the stress 
of interim housing and 
the cost of moving twice, 
many sellers request the 
option to stay put for a 
period of time after the 
closing. In the typical 
scenario, the seller pays the buyer’s carrying 
costs for the post-closing period. At the closing, 
the buyer pays for the new house and, typically, 
some money is held back to secure the seller’s 
obligation to move out. The seller then closes 
on their new home and vacates the old one. The 
buyer inspects the home after the seller leaves, 
and once it is confi rmed that the house is empty 
and in good condition, the money is released and 
everyone is happy.

It’s a no-risk proposition for sellers – and 
the exact opposite for buyers. If you agree to let 
the seller stay, here is what you need to do to 
protect yourself:

* Sign an “occupancy agreement,” not a 
lease.

Legally speaking, in a post-closing posses-
sion agreement the seller has a license to stay in 
the house, rather than a lease. The distinction is 
critical. Landlords must start an expensive and 
time-consuming eviction proceeding against a 
tenant who refuses to leave. With a well drafted 
license agreement, this process can be avoided 
though the threat of stiff monetary penalties (see 

below).
The penalty for stay-

ing beyond the agreed-upon 
date is substantial.

Nothing says “get out” 
like the prospect of paying 
hundreds of dollars per day 
of overstaying one’s wel-
come. To be effective, the 
penalty should be a lot more 
than what it costs to stay at 
a hotel, and more than the 
apartment would rent for. 

For example, on a 
$500,000 one-bedroom that 
could be rented at about 
$2,000 a month, a $500 per-
day fi ne would make sense. 

* Require the seller to 
put up an escrow.

Without a pre-closing stroll through an 
empty apartment, you’re basically fl ying blind. 
An escrow of around 2 to 3 percent of the pur-
chase price ($20,000 to $30,000 on the average 
$1 million apartment) will likely be big enough 
to cover damage you couldn’t see when the 
apartment was furnished, as well as any inten-
tional acts (eg., taking the window ACs, which 
were supposed to remain) and move-out dam-
age.  

I also encourage buyers to do two walk-
throughs: One before closing, and one after the 
seller has fi nally cleared out.

* Limit the post-closing occupancy period. 
Most lenders require that their borrowers 

move in within 60 to 90 days of closing. After 
that, the home is considered an investment prop-
erty, which may change the terms of your fi nanc-
ing.

This article is written by a member of the 
Oxman Law Group, PLLC (www.oxmanlaw.
com). Any comments or inquiries are welcome 
and can be directed to Marc Oxman at 914-422-
3900 or moxman@oxmanlaw.com.

Th e Lawyer’s Desk:
Post-Closing Agreement 

Tracey Daniels O’Connell, Esq
William Radford, the fi rst president of the 

Village of Yonkers, in 1855.

On Th is Day in 
Yonkers History…

CORPORATION NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the Mayor of the City of Yonkers, 
New York, will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, May 10, 2018  at 5:00pm , 
Mayor’s Reception Room, 2nd Floor, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York, 
to hear all interested parties and citizens regarding the adoption of the following 
Local Law, to wit: 

A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF CITY OWNED PROP-
ERTY TO THE MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF YON-
KERS FOR  THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING.

Said hearing may be adjourned from time to time as necessary,  Further informa-
tion, including access to a copy of said proposed local law, may be obtained at the 
City Clerk’s offi ce, City Hall, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York.

 MIKE SPANO
 Mayor

Dated: May 2, 2018
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Legal Notices
Notice of formation of Smart 
Playrooms LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on April 1, 
2018. Office location: West-
chester, NY. The street ad-
dress is: 9 Richard Place 
Rye NY 10580 SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Karri Bowen-
Poole, 9 Richard Place Rye 
NY 10580. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6970	 04/06 – 05/11

Notice of formation of RJD-
NY LLC Arts. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 03/29/2018. 
Office location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 17 Oxford Ave., Yonkers, 
NY 10710. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Ryan Delaney, 
17 Oxford Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10710. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6972	 04/20 - 05/25

Notice of formation of 
ACORN ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/07/2018 . Office loca-
tion: WESTCHESTER . The 
street address is: 22 KING 
ST,  DANBURY, CT, 06811. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: MICHAEL 
MASI, 22 KING ST. DAN-
BURY, CT 06811. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

#6971     04/06 – 05/11

 ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES  
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furni-
ture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, camer-
as, records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, 
comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-654-1683.   

Delivery Driver Needed-Deliv-
ery driver wanted for weekly newspapers in 
Yonkers and Westchester County. Experience 
and own auto preferred. To apply send email to 
risingmediagroup@gmail.com 

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Signifi-
cant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 for Infor-
mation. No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/boilermaker/pip-
efitter etc) and recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You may be entitled to a SIGNIFI-
CANT CASH AWARD. Risk free consultation! 
855-407-6931.

ONTARIO COUNTY TAX FORE-
CLOSED REAL ESTATE AUCTION: 
Wednesday, 5/23/18. Registration: 6PM; Start: 
7PM. Location: Ontario County Safety Training 
Facility; 2914 County Road 48, Canandaigua, 
NY.Pre-auction Bidders Meeting: 5/16/2018 
(7PM) For complete details visit: www.auc-
tionsinternational.com/liveauctions or call 800-
536-1401

AUCTION LEWIS COUNTY REAL 
PROPERTY TAX FORECLOSURES. 40 
Properties May 9 @ 10AM. Elk’s Lodge #1605, 
Lowville, NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc.& 
AAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.NYSAUC-
TIONS.com

ONTARIO COUNTY TAX FORE-
CLOSED REAL ESTATE AUCTION: 
Wednesday, 5/23/18. Registration: 6PM; Start: 
7PM. Location: Ontario County Safety Training 
Facility; 2914 County Road 48, Canandaigua, 
NY.Pre-auction Bidders Meeting: 5/16/2018 
(7PM) For complete details visit: www.auc-
tionsinternational.com/liveauctions or call 800-
536-1401

Donate your car to Wheels 
For Wishes, benefiting Make -A -Wish. We 
offer free towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible. Call 315 -400 -0797 Today! Auto 
Donations

Have an idea for an inven-
tion/new product? We help everyday 
inventors try to patent and submit their ideas to 
companies! Call InventHelp®, FREE INFOR-
MATION! 888-487-7074 Events ANTIQUE 
LOVERS TAKE NOTE– BRIMFIELD’S 
Famous Outdoor Antique/Collectibles Show 

4,000 Dealers starts Tuesday May 8th. Info on 
20 individual show openings– www.brimfield.
com. May 8th-13th 2018.

Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now 
$75 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery, Limited Supply! ORDER 
NOW: 518-536-1367 www.lowcosttreefarm.
com

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here 
– Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Tech-
nician. Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM for free infor-
mation 866-296-7094

Help your local economy and 
save money with Solar Power! Solar Power 
has a strong Return on Investment, Free Main-
tenance, Free Quote. Simple Reliable Energy 
with No Out of Pocket Costs. Call now! 800-
678-0569

Vivint - Smart & Complete Home Se-
curity. Easily manage anywhere, Professional 
Installation as early as Tomorrow; $0 Activa-
tion. Call For a Free Quote, Contract Options: 
1-800-523-5571

SO CATSKILLS LAND LIQUIDA-
TON! 6 acres- $59,900. 90 Mins NY City! 
Woods, stonewalls, quiet Country setting! Ap-
proved for bldg! Terms avail. 888-905-8847 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

Medicare doesn’t cover all 
of your medical expenses. A Medi-
care Supplemental Plan can help cover costs 
that Medicare does not. Get a free quote today 
by calling now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-800-943-0838

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 - 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill - Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com 800 567-0404 Ext.300

HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! FAST-
download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Stan-
dard Installation for leasecustomers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-800-214-1903

Buying Diamonds, gold, sil-
ver, antique and modern jewelry, better furs, 
U.S. and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 914 -260 
-8783 for appointment.

Classifieds

AGENDA FOR ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
April 26, 2018

								      
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: A Public Hearing will be held before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals of the City of Yonkers on TUESDAY, MAY 15, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. sharp, 
in the Ceremonial Courtroom, Yonkers, New York (building is accessible to the 
handicapped), on applications for Appeals from the Building Commissioner’s de-
cisions and applications for Variances under the provisions of G.O. # 4-2000, as 
amended: 

CONTINUED HEARINGS
# 5566 – Use & Area Variance – James Veneruso, Esq., on behalf of The Plant 
Manor LLC, owner, on premises known as 1097 North Broadway, Block: 3515, 
Lot: 80, Zone: CU 

# 5576 – Area Variance – Matthew J. Smith, Esq. of Smith, Buss & Jacobs, LLP, 
on behalf of 495 Odell Ave Owners Inc., owner, on premises known as 1267 Nep-
perhan Avenue aka 495 Odell Avenue, Block: 3380, Lot: 1.40, Zone: BA

# 5582 – Area Variance –Steven Accinelli, Esq., on behalf of Sammy Midland 
Properties Corp, owner, on premises known as 861 Midland Avenue, Block: 5054, 
Lot: 28 & 29, Zone: B

# 5593 – Use & Area Variance –Snyder & Snyder LLP, on behalf of T-Mobile 
Northeast LLC, lessee, on premises known as 40 Locust Hill Avenue, Block: 
2027, Lot: 84, Zone: M

NEW HEARINGS
# 5574 – Use & Area Variance – Albert Montoya, architect, on behalf of David 
Kim, lessee, on premises known as 397 aka 325 Yonkers Avenue, Block: 2272, 
Lot: 1, Zone: I  

# 5594 – Area Variance –Snyder & Snyder LLP, on behalf of Con Edison, owner, 
on premises known as 267 Saw Mill River Road, Block: 2410, Lot: 72, Zone: I

# 5595 – Area Variance – Vincent Castellano, Esq., on behalf of Chittenden 
Construction Corp, owner, on premises known as 25 Chittenden Avenue, Block: 
4562, Lot: 57, Zone: S-50

# 5596 – Use & Area Variance  – Steven Accinelli, Esq., on behalf of St. Vladi-
mir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, owner, on premises known as 575 Scars-
dale Road, Block: 4661, Lot: 1, Zone: CU

# 5597 – Area Variance –James G. Dibbini, Esq., on behalf of Louis Shallo and 
Vincent Cavorti, owner, on premises known as 49 aka 47 Dorchester Drive, Block: 
4395, Lot: 68, Zone: S-75

JOSEPH CIANCIULLI
CHAIRMAN, ZBA

#1581	 05/04/2018

CORPORATION NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS - NEW YORK

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the City Council of the City of 	
Yonkers, New York will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 	
at 5:30 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 40 South Broadway, Yonkers, 	
New York on the following General Ordinance, to wit:

PROPOSED GENERAL ORDINANCE

A PROPOSED GENERAL ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF 
THE ZONING CODE OF THE CITY OF YONKERS IN 	 REGARD TO 
THE USE REGULATIONS FOR SELF-STORAGE 	 WAREHOUSES. 
					   
VINCENT SPANO
City Clerk

#1580	 05/04/2018

SUPREME COURT 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 

Plaintiff designates WESTCHESTER as the place of trial situs of the real prop-
erty 

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Mortgaged Premises: 
1 MONROE STREET YONKERS, NY 10710 

District:  Section:  Block:  Lot:   
INDEX NO. 62775/2015  

REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS INC., Plaintiff, 
vs.

  MARCIA PERRY, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HER-
SCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; STACY HERRING, AS HEIR 
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HER-
SCHEL C. JACOBS; KINO SMITH, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ES-
TATE OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; ROCENETTA 
JOCOBS, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL 
JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; DEBORAH DUNGEE AKA DEBORA 
JACOBS, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JA-
COBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; MICHAEL WILLIAMS, SR., AS HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL 
C. JACOBS; KIMBERLAND EARLY, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; CLAUDIA 
DANIELS, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JA-
COBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; JENNIFER HERSCHEL, AS HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. 
JACOBS; LEVAR JACOBS, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF 
HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; KANKIA DAVIS, AS HEIR 
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HER-
SCHEL C. JACOBS; HERSCHEL JACOBS, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; JENNI-
FER JACOBS, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HERSCHEL 
JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE 
OF HERSCHEL JACOBS A/K/A HERSCHEL C. JACOBS; any and all persons 
unknown to plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to have an interest in, or general 
or specific lien upon the real property described in this action; such unknown per-
sons being herein generally described and intended to be included in the follow-
ing designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trust-
ees, committees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, or title to said real property by, through or under 
them, or either of them, and their respective wives, widows, husbands, widowers, 
heirs at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, lega-
tees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors and assigns, all of whom and whose 
names, except as stated, are unknown to plaintiff; SECRETARY OF HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
O/B/O WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK; THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI-
CA; “JOHN DOE #1” to “JOHN DOE #10,” the last 10 names being fictitious and 
unknown to plaintiff, the persons or parties intended being the persons or parties, 
if any, having or claiming an interest in or lien upon the mortgaged premises de-
scribed in the complaint, Defendants.  

To the above-named Defendants 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, 
to serve a notice of appearance on the Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20 days after the 
service of this summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after 
the service is complete if this summons is not personally delivered to you within 
the State of New York) in the event the United States of America is made a party 
defendant, the time to answer for the said United States of America shall not 
expire until (60) days after service of the Summons; and in case of your failure 
to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief 
demanded in the complaint. NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF 
SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above caption action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure 
the sum of $544,185.00 and interest, recorded on November 20, 2008, at Con-
trol Number 483170358, of the Public Records of WESTCHESTER County, New 
York, covering premises known as 1 MONROE STREET YONKERS, NY 10710. 
The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the 
premises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described 
above. WESTCHESTER County is designated as the place of trial because the 
real property affected by this action is located in said county. NOTICE YOU ARE 
IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the 
answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure pro-
ceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may 
be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the summons and protect your property. Sending 
a payment to the mortgage company will not stop the foreclosure action. YOU 
MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT. Dated: February 14, 2018 RAS BORISKIN, LLC At-
torney for Plaintiff BY: DANIEL GREENBAUM, ESQ. 900 Merchants Concourse, 
Suite 106
Westbury, NY 11590 516-280-7675

#1579	 04/13/18 – 05/04/18
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Seniors and Health Care

Advertise on our Seniors and Health Care 
Page! Call today: 914-965-4000

Lion Diane Oldham with Mamaroneck Self Storage’s Bevin Falk, Anna Diop-dia, Rocio Lainez 
and Michael Murphy.

The signature cause of the International Li-
ons Clubs is service to the blind and eye health. 

With May being National Eye Health 
Month, the Larchmont Mamaroneck Lions will 
host a month-long community eye health cam-
paign.

The Lions will support May 2018 Eye 
Health Month with a variety of special services, 
including free local eye screenings for kids and 
adults and expanded eyeglass recycling. The ini-
tiative will include six specifi c efforts.

Free eye tests – For ages 7 and older at 
Raymond Opticians 1921 Palmer Ave., Larch-
mont (914-834-5576) on Tuesday, May 8 and 
Thursday, May 10 (by appointment only); at 
Larchmont Vision Care, 110 Chatsworth Ave., 
Larchmont (914-834-1844) on Monday, May 14, 
as well as Thursday, May 17 and Friday, May 18 
from noon to 4 p.m. for ages 7 and older (by ap-
pointment only); and at Larchmont Library, 121 
Larchmont Ave., on Thursday, May 10 from 3 to 
6 p.m. for ages 3 to 17, using the KidSight cam-
era (no appointments necessary).

The library will also display its many re-
sources for the vision impaired.

Expanded eyeglass recycling – asking the 
community to bring unneeded eye glasses to the 
more than dozen collection boxes throughout 
both towns. Mamaroneck Self Storage is the lat-
est addition to the eyeglass recycling program. 
Collected eyeglasses will be provided to in-need 
individuals in the U.S. and developing countries. 
The Lions’ goal is to recycle more than 2,000 
pairs of eyeglasses. 

In addition, the Lions will continue their 
support of the following blindness and eye health 
organizations: KidSight (LionsSEE.org), which 
hosts eye screening at preschools; Guiding Eyes 
for the Blind, which provides training of ser-
vice guide dogs for the visually impaired; VCB 
(Visions Center on Blindness), which sponsors 
a cabin at the camp for the blind and supports 
the camp’s new vocational training; and reading 
materials for the blind and vision impaired, by 
providing libraries with funds and donations of 
reading materials. 

The Larchmont Mamaroneck Lions are part 
of the Lions Clubs International, the world’s 
largest service organization with 1.5 million 
members.

The East Yonkers Kiwanis will honor 
Yonkers area nurses at its ninth annual Nurse 
Appreciation Awards and Dinner on Wednes-
day, May 9 at The Riverview in Hastings. 

“Outstanding nurses serving our com-
munity at hospitals, schools and other facili-
ties will be honored for their unique sense of 
dedication,” said event Chairperson Annette 
Volino. 

This annual gala, which is attended by 
family, friends and colleagues of honorees, in 
addition to government offi cials, will include 
special presentations and awards. The cost is 
$55 per person, with cocktails starting at 6 p.m. 
and dinner at 7 p.m. 

For more information and reservations, 
contact Annette Volino at 914-704-0630 or an-
nettevolino@yahoo.com.

Larchmont Mamaroneck Lions 
Announce Eye Health Campaign

East Yonkers Kiwanis 
To Honor Nurses 

peared in Westchester Rising, is related to the pro-
life story because Kayne West and Shania Twain 
were both criticized for their support of President 
Trump. The editor, and our newspaper, welcome 
all viewpoints and we ask our readers to do the 
same. 

Kayne, Shania, Trump & 
Freedom of independent Thought

Two worldwide celebrities recently ex-
pressed their views and support for President 
Donald Trump, which is a no-no among the Hol-
lywood community and most of the major media. 

The outrage over Kayne West and Shania 
Twain’s support of a sitting U.S. president, and 
their completely different responses to the pub-
lic’s outcry over their comments, has sparked a 
useful discussion over every American’s right to 
freely express opposing views, and the tolerance 
that we all should hold to views on the other side 
of our nation’s discourse. 

Kayne West, the music producer, singer-
rapper who has written some of the most popular 
songs of this century, recently returned to Twitter 
after a year’s boycott to proclaim his support and 
love for Trump. “You don’t have to agree with 
Trump, but the mob can’t make me not love him. 
We are both dragon energy. He is my brother. I 
love everyone. I don’t agree with everything any-
one does. That’s what makes us individuals. And 
we have the right to independent thought,” tweet-
ed Kayne at 12:30 p.m. April 25. 

He, then tweeted a Make America Great 
Again hat signed by the president, and a photo of 
Kayne wearing the infamous red hat.

It is important to note that Kayne has 27 
million followers on Twitter, and despite rumors 
to the contrary, he has not lost 9 million follow-
ers because of his pro-Trump tweets. A Twitter 
spokesperson recently confi rmed that Kanye’s 
followers remains at around 27 million, roughly 
the same amount he had before he began tweeting 
Trump support. 

Despite the outcry against his opinion, Kayne 
did not back off his support for Trump, even when 
his wife Kim Kardashian made it clear she didn’t 
agree with her hubby, but supported his right to 
express his opinion. 

“To the media trying to demonize my hus-
band let me just say this... Your commentary on 
Kanye being erratic and his tweets being disturb-
ing is actually scary. So quick to label him as 
having mental health issues for just being him-
self when he has always been expressive is not 
fair. Now when he spoke out about Trump... Most 
people (including myself) have very different 
feelings and opinions about this. But this is his 
opinion.  I believe in people being able to have 
their own opinions, even if really different from 
mine. He never said he agrees with his politics,” 
tweeted Kim. 

The opposition to Kayne’s thoughts can best 
be summed up by singer John Legend who text-
ed to Kayne: “I hope you’ll reconsider aligning 
yourself with Trump. You’re way too infl uential 
to endorse who he is and what he stands for. As 
you know, what you say really means something 
to your fans. They respect your opinion. So many 
people who love you feel so betrayed right now 
because they know the harm that Trump’s policies 
cause, especially to people of color. Don’t let this 
be part of your legacy.”

Kayne shared the exchange with Legend 
with the public, with his response to Legend: “I 
love you John and I appreciate your thoughts. You 
bringing up my fans or my legacy is a tactic based 
on fear used to manipulate my free thought.”

Kayne also doubled down his Trump support 
by tweeting: “If your friend jumps off the bridge 
you don’t have to do the same. Ye being Ye is a 
fi ght for you to be you. For people in my life the 

idea of Trump is pretty much a 505/0 split but I 
don’t tell a Hillary supporter not to support Hill-
ary. I love Hillary, too.”

Conservative talk show host Laura Ingram, 
who has also been under fi re for her recent com-
ments, said, “Kanye West announced that he’s 
thinking for himself.” Chance the Rapper also 
sided with West, saying, “Black people don’t have 
to be Democrats.”

Country singer Shania Twain expressed her 
support for Trump in a different, more innocent 
way, but felt the same backlash that Kayne re-
ceived. In a recent interview with the Guardian, 
Twain, who is a Canadian citizen, said: “I would 
have voted for him (Trump) because, even though 
he was offensive, he seemed honest. Do you want 
straight or polite? Not that you shouldn’t be able 
to have both. If I were voting, I just don’t want 
B.S. I would have voted for a feeling that it was 
transparent. And politics has a reputation of not 
being that, right?”

Twain, who is attempting a comeback to her 
singing career that peaked more than a decade 
ago, back-peddled her comments, or panicked, 
and apologized with several tweets, including:

“I would like to apologize to anybody I have 
offended in a recent interview with The Guardian 
relating to the American president. The question 
caught me off guard. As a Canadian, I regret an-
swering this unexpected question without giving 
my response more context.

“I am passionately against discrimination of 
any kind and hope it’s clear from the choices I 
have made, and the people I stand with, that I do 
not hold any common moral beliefs with the cur-
rent president.

“I was trying to explain, in response to a 
question about the election, that my limited un-
derstanding was that the president talked to a 
portion of America like an accessible person they 
could relate to, as he was not a politician

“My answer was awkward, but certainly 
should not be taken as representative of my val-
ues nor does it mean I endorse him. I make music 
to bring people together. My path will always be 
one of inclusivity, as my history shows,” tweeted 
Twain. 

Before we analyze the responses of both 
Kayne and Twain, let us remind our readers that 
this newspaper and this writer neither supported 
Trump or Clinton in the presidential election of 
2016. I voted for Independent candidate Gary 
Johnson because I believe that our current politi-
cal two-party system has self-destructed. 

Radio talk show host and columnist Michael 
Smerconish is of a similar view on the politics 
of today, and the need for a moderate, third-
party movement. Concerning Twain and Kayne, 
he writes: “That Shania Twain would think she 
needed to apologize for a vote she never cast for 
Donald Trump is a sad commentary on today’s 
political incivility… she should have stood her 
ground. By retreating, she has perpetuated self-
sorting, the further stratifi cation of society where 
too many of the likeminded are choosing to live, 
work, worship and recreate only with those who 
share their views. That’s the opposite of what’s 
needed. Now is a time for more dialogue, and the 
co-mingling of experience and opinion. 

“Are family members from the opposite side 
of the political aisle now to be excommunicated? 
Should social circles be defi ned by red and blue 
colors? If you learn that your pet groomer, favor-
ite restaurant owner, mechanic, or exterminator 
didn’t share your ballot preference, is that a rea-
sonable grounds to abandon a business relation-
ship? Is a teacher with a yard sign for a candi-
date you didn’t support no longer fi t to teach your 
kids?” writes Smerconish at smerconish.com.

Ghandi said: “Newspapers should be read 
for the study of facts. They should not be allowed 
to kill the habit of independent thinking.”  Per-
haps the same rules should apply to Twitter and 
Facebook.

Respecting All  
Continued from Page 3
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her loft in Yonkers’ YOHO Artist Studios in 
the Carpet Mills Arts District.

Patricia is just one of the hundreds of dif-
ferent artists that will be featured on Yonkers 
Arts Weekend. The products of a wide vari-
ety of local, regional and international art-
ists, painters, photographers, musicians, per-
forming artists and sculptors will be featured 
in four of the city’s most exciting cultural 
hotspots – the Downtown Yonkers Waterfront 
District, the Carpet Mills Arts District, South 
Broadway and at the Hudson River Museum.

As part of this year’s Yonkers Arts Week-
end, the city will continue the tradition of live 
mural paintings, this time along the South 
Broadway corridor of Yonkers. The weekend 
will also feature interactive art events for the 
public, street performers, and pop-up galleries.

Performances, workshops and galleries 
will run continuously throughout the week-
end and are all free for children, teens and 

adults. The Hudson River Museum will once 
again waive all admission fees throughout 
the weekend, and the city will provide free 
bus transportation to shuttle visitors to each 
venue.

New this year, the YOHO artists will part-
ner with PowerLab of Yonkers, CMAD own-
er, and Yonkers Arts in the production of an 
open-air arts festival – the inaugural CMAD 
at Yonkers Arts Weekend Arts Festival. This 
festival is an extension of the open studio, 
bringing more live music, performances, fam-
ily-friendly activities, demonstrations, food 
trucks and more. Also, Westchester School of 
Jazz and Contemporary Music will host live 
performances in its YOHO center both Satur-
day and Sunday. 

CMAD at YAW is scheduled to run from 
noon to 10 p.m. Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. 
Sunday. The entrance to YOHO Artists’ Stu-
dios is at 578 Nepperhan Ave., Yonkers. For 
more information about the weekend’s ac-
tivities, visit www.yohoartists.org, www.
cmadatyaw.org or www.yonkersartsweekend.
com.

Enjoy Yonkers 
Continued from Page 1

Spano will cut the ribbon at 6:30 p.m., and the 
party continues until 8 p.m. Our favorite local 
restaurants and bakeries are donating refresh-
ments. 

Our very own Foundation Director Teresa 
Pereira will be leading a children’s art project, 
and the Joey Berkley Band will keep the party 
going with live music. The library will remain 
open for business, so come on in, choose a good 
book, renew your library card, and check out our 
very cool new Local History Incubator while 
you’re here.

But timing is everything, and while we’d all 
prefer to just share great library happenings with 
you, sometimes the news is not good: This year, 

we are also facing some of the most serious bud-
get cuts of the past decade. The proposed budget 
– released just a couple of weeks ago – recom-
mends cuts to the library budget that would re-
quire reducing service at all branches. This would 
mean no more Sunday service during the school 
year, and very likely reductions in mornings, eve-
nings, and even Saturdays. 

How you can help? If you value the service 
that your library provides, why not share those 
feelings with your local City Council member? 
Call, drop a line, or visit him or her before next 
year’s budget is locked in place May 31. For 
more ideas on how you can help, visit the foun-
dation’s website and Facebook page. Your voice 
will make a difference!

For more information about the Foundation 
for the Yonkers Public Library, visit www.foun-
dationforypl.org

Celebrate the 
Continued from Page 1

Congress in the 16th district, which includes 
parts of the Bronx and lower Westchester 

Lawrence is attempting to run a low-
spending, high-impact campaign, with a slo-
gan of “Where’s the Accountability?”

“We are running because our incumbent 
has literally stopped solving problems in our 
district for the past decade, and we deserve 
a representative that will proactively and ag-
gressively champion the needs of the district,” 
he said.

“I am the only authentic choice in this 
primary. The insane world of Trump has para-
lyzed an already gridlocked Congress. We 
need a Congressman who can cast votes that 
benefit the people, and who can solve prob-
lems in the district. My varied background of 
private and public experience has prepared me 
for this role. Further, my 30 years of activ-
ism in terms of solving problems in the areas 
of jobs and upward mobility, health care and 
prescription drug prices, taking guns off the 
streets, and education reform differentiate me 
from my competitors.” 

“In my view, our incumbent is compro-
mised because some 96 percent of his funding 
comes from special interests, Political Action 
Committees and big corporations,” continued 
Lawrence. “It’s time for a change. I am sure 
you agree that something is wrong in Wash-
ington. But the truth is nothing will change un-
less we act – no one else is going to do it for 
us. Where’s the accountability?”  

Lawrence said he has the experience and 
contacts based on his run for Congress two 
years ago. “We planted the flag two years ago 
and we have returned to reclaim it,” he said. 
The challenge for his campaign is now that 
there is a third candidate on the Democratic 
primary ballot for June 26 – Jonathan Lewis. 

Another unknown is that in a post-Presi-
dent Trump Westchester world, where do the 
young, progressive indivisible voters go in 
this race? Lawrence said that while individual, 
young progressive Democrats who are mem-
bers of local indivisible organizations, “we 
will have to wait and see” who they come out 
and vote for.

One testament to Lawrence was from 
Edgemont Democrat Robert Bernstein, who 
wrote: “I just recently met Derickson K. Law-
rence, a Democratic district leader from Mt. 
Vernon at the regular monthly meeting of the 
Greenburgh Democratic Committee, and I was 

blown away. He is truly the “community orga-
nizer” that Barack Obama says we need right 
now in every neighborhood in this country.

“I am a lawyer, chair of the Edgemont 
Democrats, a Democratic district leader and 
president of the Edgemont Community Coun-
cil,” said Bernstein. “I’m fed up with the status 
quo in Congress, where, as far as I’m concerned, 
both sides have failed us. I know I’m not alone 
in saying it’s time we called on a new genera-
tion of progressive Democrats to lead us.” 

Lawrence has been unable, so far, to raise 
adequate campaign funds (he has $2,431 in his 
campaign account) to compete against Lewis, 
who has $379,000 on hand; and Engel, who 
has $570,000 on hand. 

Lewis, a Scarsdale businessman, launched 
his campaign in March. “I’m running for Con-
gress because I believe our democracy is in 
trouble,” he said. “We must all stand up and 
participate to ensure we have a full debate on 
the issues within the Democratic Party. I am 
running in the Democratic primary to ensure 
there is a complete discussion on issues such 
as campaign finance reform, health care and 
affordable prescription drugs, and equality of 
educational and economic opportunity.”

“Now more than ever, we need candidates 
and elected officials who stand for democratic 
values and who haven’t gone the way of Wash-
ington – which is fundamentally broken. Too 
many politicians take corporate money, do the 
bidding of lobbyists for big corporate inter-
ests that aren’t even in the district, take perks, 
enjoy privileges, and go on privately funded 
trips, rather than working for the district. In-
stead, they come to work for themselves and 
their donors. If our Democracy is to survive, 
this needs to stop.” 

Getting corporate money out of our elec-
tions is especially important to Lewis. “Corpo-
rate money is undermining our democracy and 
silencing our representatives,” he explained, 
saying he will not accept corporate PAC dona-
tions to his campaign and he will not be be-
holden to special interests. “We must stand up 
to Donald Trump and the Republicans with a 
clean heart if we hope to deliver on priorities 
like good jobs, affordable health care for all, 
and major investments in education. We Dem-
ocrats must strengthen our party from within if 
we are to be victorious in this struggle.”  

Born in Mount Vernon, Lewis spent his 
early years in Eastchester, where his father 
was town Democratic chairman. He has lived 
and raised his family in the district for the past 
two decades. “I’m troubled that many of my 
neighbors have not benefited from the eco-
nomic recovery since the Great Recession,” 
he explained. “We have large numbers of our 
neighbors in this district living in poverty, 
without access to opportunity, health care, or 
a great education. The hard-working people 
of Westchester and the Bronx need someone 
in Washington who is fighting for the folks 
back home and I will deliver on that commit-
ment. Anyone who goes to the drugstore to 
fill a prescription knows that the cost of stay-
ing healthy is spiraling out of control. This is 
unfair to working families, and a threat to the 
financial viability of our healthcare system.”

A trustee of Yonkers Partners in Educa-
tion and a former elected trustee of the Scars-
dale Board of Education, Lewis is also a 
member of Business Executives for National 
Security. He will focus on areas where he has 
extensive experience and expertise including 
education, economic opportunity, health care 
and homeland security.  

Lewis, 55, is a successful business execu-
tive and entrepreneur who co-founded a firm 
that invests in municipal bonds that finance 
roads, bridges, schools and universities. An 
active nonprofit volunteer and a dedicated 
parent, he has served as president and a board 
member of the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation, Westchester County Chapter. 
Both of his children have Type 1 Diabetes. 

He is a former trustee of the American 
Jewish Historical Society and a staunch sup-
porter of the state of Israel. He is the author of 
two books on U.S. foreign policy and national 
security issues. A longtime member of Busi-
ness Executives for National Security, in 2004 
he received the CIA’s Agency Seal Medal for 
his work on intelligence reform.  

Lewis holds a MA in history from New 
York University and an MBA in finance and 
management from Columbia University.

Learn more about both campaigns at Jon-
athanLewisForCongress.com and dericksonk-
forcongress.com.

Two Westchester 
Continued from Page 1

In addition to taxpayers asking for new 
development to pay their fair share, and edu-
cation advocates calling on more funding for 
the YPS, there are city union members and 
others in Yonkers wondering why the City of 
Yonkers goes through a yearly budget crisis 
when other cities in Westchester are able to 
balance their budgets without layoffs. 

“Why do we have to go through this in 
Yonkers every year, when cities like Mt. Ver-
non can balance their budgets without lay-
offs?” asked Police Benevolent Association 

President Keith Olson last month on News 12. 
The final segment of the Yonkers popu-

lation are the homeowners, many on the east 
side of the city, who do not want their taxes in-
creased over the property tax cap. Those com-
munities are still represented by Republican 
Councilmembers Mike Breen, John Rubbo 
and Anthony Merante. (Rubbo and Merante 
were elected to the council last November, and 
ran on controlling property taxes.)

Council President Mike Khader was also 
just elected last November, and like Rubbo 
and Merante, he and doesn’t want to bust 
through the tax cap, but also wants to find that 
balance between taxes and more funding to 
avoid layoffs. 

$300 Garbage  
Continued from Page 1

Enjoy a summer bike ride on the Bronx River Parkway.

The Westchester Parks Foundation has an-
nounced the start of its Bicycle Sundays 2018 
season, with Con Edison and NewYork-Pres-
byterian returning as program supporters for 
this iconic, annual Westchester tradition that 
attracts more than 60,000 residents and visi-
tors. During Bicycle Sundays, bicyclists, skat-
ers, joggers and walkers take over 6.5 miles of 
the Bronx River Parkway, from White Plains 
to Yonkers. 

Bicycle Sundays runs through 10 mu-
nicipalities and five legislative districts that 
include White Plains, Hartsdale, Greenburgh, 

Scarsdale, Eastchester, Tuckahoe and Yonkers. 
The course runs from the Westchester Coun-
ty Center in White Plains, south to Scarsdale 
Road in Yonkers – a round-trip of 13.1 miles. 
There are many points of entry and exit along 
the way. Parking is available at the County 
Center lot in White Plains for a fee of $7.

Residents and visitors can enjoy Bicycle 
Sundays this year from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
May 6, 13 and 20; June 3, 10, 17 and 24; and 
Sept. 9, 16, 23 and 30.

Danny’s Cycles and WHUD radio 100.7 
FM are also supporters of Bicycle Sundays. 

Bicycle Sundays are Back

CORPORATION NOTICE
    CITY OF YONKERS-NEW YORK

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

	 Notice is hereby given, pursuant to law, that the City Council of the City of 	
Yonkers, New York will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 8, 2018 	 at 7:00 
P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 40 South Broadway, 	 Yonkers, New 
York on the following resolution, to wit:

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION FOR AN HONORARY STREET RENAMING OF 
“STOCKBRIDGE ROAD” AT THE INTERSECTION OF MIDDLEBORO DRIVE 
AND STOCKBRIDGE ROAD. THIS STREET IS TO BE HONORARILY NAMED, 
“MICHAEL NOLAN WAY.”

	 VINCENT SPANO
	 City Clerk

Legal Notices
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Alan Mucatel, executive director (at far left), told staff recently that the nonprofit formerly 
known as Leake & Watts is now Rising Ground.

Volunteers and local businesses helped support Saw Mill River cleanup efforts for Earth Day.

On the steps of City Hall in lower Manhat-
tan recently, Alan Mucatel, executive director 
of what was formerly known as Leake & Watts, 
one of New York City’s oldest and largest human 
services agencies, announced that the organiza-
tion has changed its name to Rising Ground. He 
said the new name reflects the agency’s ability to 
provide a comprehensive foundation of support to 
New York’s children, adults, and families in need 
so they can rise above adversity and thrive.

Mucatel was joined at the ceremony by Ris-
ing Ground Board Chairman José Jara, and staff 
and youth from the Biondi Elementary School, an 
accredited special education school and one of Ris-
ing Ground’s many supportive programs.

“For nearly two centuries, Leake & Watts 
has been at the forefront of providing services that 
support children, adults, and families in need,” 
he said. “Over time, as community needs have 
changed, so have our services and our approach 
to meeting those needs. Without letting go of our 
rich and inspiring history, our new name connects 
to and clearly communicates the underlying posi-
tive themes inherent in our work. We offer a solid 
foundation of support, providing people with the 
resources, hope, and opportunity to move ahead 
and reach their goals.”

Rising Ground supports more than 12,000 
of the greater New York area’s neediest children 
and adults each year through special education, 
early childhood programs, foster care and adoption 
programs, family mental health services, services 
for children and adults with intellectual/develop-
mental disabilities, and juvenile justice services, 
among other areas of support. The agency oper-
ates 47 programs at 25 different sites and employs 
a workforce of 1,400 people, making it one of the 
city’s largest human services agencies.

Renaming and rebranding the agency comes 
after a period of rapid growth. Rising Ground’s 
operating budget nearly doubled in size from $56 
million in 2009 to more than $100 million in 2018, 

as the number of people in its programs jumped 
from 5,000 to more than 12,000 over the same 
period. The organization has tripled the amount 
of private charitable support it receives. It is also 
the gold winner of the prestigious Gold Nonprofit 
Excellence Award for Overall Management Excel-
lence from the New York Community Trust, and 
was a finalist for the Brooke W. Mahoney Award 
for Outstanding Board leadership. 

“We rapidly expanded our services so we 
could offer multifaceted support to address the 
complex challenges of people in need in New York 
City,” said Mucatel. “We now have a name that 
better communicates what we do, and the broad 
scope of our services.”

Until today, the agency carried the epony-
mous name of its founders, John George Leake, a 
New York lawyer, and John Watts, Jr., a Westches-
ter County judge and former congressman. What 
began in 1831 as the Leake and Watts Orphan 
House, sited at Trinity Church in lower Manhattan, 
grew into a large agency with operations in The 
Bronx, Westchester, Manhattan and Brooklyn. Al-
though not religiously affiliated, the legacy of the 
agency’s initial relationship with Trinity Church 
persists to this day with a member of the church’s 
community sitting on the not-for-profit’s Board of 
Directors.

The agency was awarded a $250,000 Com-
munity Resiliency Fund grant in 2015 to rebrand 
the organization – a rare accomplishment, since 
most grants are earmarked for programs. “Our 
prior name did not convey the nature of our work, 
and lacked immediate recognition within the com-
munities we support,” said Meredith Barber, senior 
director of institutional advancement at Rising 
Ground. “We wanted our neighbors to quickly con-
nect our name to our work and mission, and find us 
easily when they sought support. Rising Ground 
does just that.”

For more information, visit www.rising-
ground.org.

By Felipe Ramirez
The Saw Mill River is flowing like never 

before, following an all-out effort by 300 vol-
unteers on Earth Day weekend, April 21 and 22, 
for Groundwork Hudson Valley’s Great Saw Mill 
River Cleanup. Folks from all walks of life pitched 
in to pick up more than 5,000 pounds of trash, in-
cluding two dirt bikes, several mattresses, and a 
multitude of car parts.

One of largest Earth Day weekend events in 
the lower Westchester area, cleanup participants 
included the Yonkers Millennium Lions Club, 
Sarah Lawrence College, Yonkers Girls Scout 
Troop 2039, LL Bean, Hazen and Sawyer, Subur-
bia Roller Derby, and students from Yonkers, Gor-
ton, Lincoln and Saunders high schools. The event 
encompassed nine sites along the Saw Mill River, 
including the following in Yonkers: Hearst Street, 
Odell and Executive Boulevards, Walsh Road/War 
Memorial Field, and Van der Donck Park. 

At Van der Donck Park, Dr. Gareth Hougham 
of Hudson Valley Arts and Science hauled one of 
two dirt bikes out of the river. “That daylighted 

area is such an inspiration,” he said. 
Also at Van der Donck, Megan Hayes of 

event sponsor PS&S Engineering single-handedly 
extracted a 50-pound plank.

Groundwork Hudson Valley’s Sophie Ni-
esciur organized this year’s cleanup. “I was hon-
ored to be a part of this amazing community ef-
fort,” she said. “The dedicated volunteers who 
participated this year made a world of difference. I 
can’t wait to be a part of it again next year.”

Niesciur is a conservation and communica-
tion outreach fellow from the National Parks Ser-
vice. 

Local businesses stepped up to make this 
event possible, including lead sponsors The Dan-
forth at Rivertowns Square, Rivertowns Square’s 
new owners, Regency Center, and Ginsburg De-
velopment, owner of The Lofts on Saw Mill River 
and River Tides in Yonkers, among others. Other 
Yonkers businesses provided vital support for the 
cleanup, including Ridgewood Savings Bank, Yon-
kers Tennis Center, PS&S Engineering, Sound As-
sociates, and The Westchester Bank. 

Leake & Watts Rebrands
After 187 Years

Local Groups Clean Up 
The Saw Mill for Earth Day 

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YONKERS
 PUBLIC HEARINGS

2018/2019 PROPOSED BUDGET

I, Mike Khader, City Council President of the City of Yonkers, do hereby call 
public hearings on the proposed 2018/2019 City of Yonkers Operating Budget 

and Capital Budget as follows: 

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
Saunders Trades & Technical High School

183 Palmer Rd, 
Yonkers, New York

7:00 p.m.

 AND

Monday, May 21, 2018
City Council Chambers

City Hall
40 South Broadway – 4th Floor

Yonkers, New York 

7:00 p.m.

Anyone wishing to speak may sign up on the night of the hearings at the hearing 
sites. Each speaker shall be permitted three minutes and speakers shall be called 
in the order in which they have signed up.
						    
						      MIKE KHADER
						      CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT

	 Dated:	  May 2, 2018
 
City of Yonkers
Summary of FY18/19 Executive Budget

Revenues
Property Taxes: $362,076,643
Special Taxes: $180,222,852
State and Federal Funding: $113,841,179
City Departments: $40,435,617
Other Revenues $52,034,454
Appropriated Fund Balance (General): $18,261,008

Total Revenues Sub-Total: $766,871,753

Library Fund: $657,343
Water Fund: $49,484,980
Sewer Fund: $11,035,268
Board of Education: $320,005,607

Total Revenues: $1,148,054,951

Expenditures
City Departments: $316,214,574
Fringe Benefits: $164,092,129
Special Items: $33,882,725
Board of Education: $547,731,544 
Total Operating Expenditures: $1,061,920,972
Debt Service: $86,133,979

Total Expenditures: $1,148,054,951

Revenues vs. Expenditures: -0- 

Property Tax Levy
Board of Education Property Tax Levy: $244,704,384 
City Property Tax Levy: $117,372,259
Total Property Tax Levy: $362,076,643 

Property Tax Rate per $1000 of Assessed Valuation (AV) 
Board of Education Tax Rate: $520.41 per $1,000 AV 
City Tax Rate: $249.86 per $1,000 AV 
Tax Rate: $770.27 per $1,000 AV 

Capital Budget
City Total: $73,624,198
Board of Education Total: $39,940,250
Total: $113,564,448 

The FY18/19 Executive Budget is available for review by the public at:
The Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 40 S. Broadway, Yonkers NY 10701 http://
www.yonkersny.gov/government/departments/finance/city-budget/city-budget-
2019-executive

friends for a while before settling in.”
Salazar became valedictorian because of 

hard work, which included staying after school 
and accepting the extra help offered by many of 
her teachers. Mr. Bauer “is amazing, funny, smart, 
and I admire him,” she said. Salazar also men-
tioned geometry teacher Mr. Boscia, who “is in-
spiring and teaches us not only about geometry, 
but about life.”

Salazar said she feels fortunate to attend Riv-
erside. “Everyone gives you a lot of support and 
they want the best for you,” she said.

She has completed two College Link courses 
and is a member of the Yearbook Committee, the 
National Honors Society, and volunteers at a local 
church volunteering in the day care center. Sala-
zar applied to six colleges, including Bard Col-
lege, Franklyn & Marshall, LaFayette University, 
Lehigh college, and a few CUNY colleges. She 
was accepted to Bard and Staten Island College, 
and will be attending Bard college in the fall. 

Located north on the Hudson River in An-
nendale, Bard offered Salazar “a good scholarship 
with full tuition paid for. I also received $10,000 
per year to help pay for the other expenses and 
I’m hoping to get other scholarships to help pay,” 
she said. 

Bard’s room and board is more than $60,000 
per year. 

Salazar plans to study international relations 
and said she hopes to work at the United Nations. 
“I am inspired to help people in other nations with 
human rights,” she said. Salazar speaks Span-
ish and French, which can help her serve others 
around the world. 

Her words of wisdom for future valedicto-
rians? “All of your hard work has got you to this 
point, but it doesn’t end yet,” she said. “You still 
have more work to do, but at the end it will be 
worth it.”  

She thanked her family for “moving to 
America and leaving everything behind for a bet-
ter future.”

Salutatorian Dariana Colon, who will gradu-
ate with a 95.33 percent GPA, said her favorite 

subject is science and her favorite educators are 
English teacher Ms. Botman, geometry teacher 
Mr. Doczynski, and Earth science teacher Mr. 
Stavrides. 

“Ms. Botman helped push me and got me to 
pass the English regents,” said Colon. “Mr. Stra-
vides helped me with all my new work and taught 
me how to learn.” Mr. Doczynski, “was funny; I 
liked his class,” she said. “He’s good at explain-
ing geometry, and has patience.”

Colon came to this country, and Yonkers, one 
year ago and has spent her junior and senior years 
of high school at Riverside. “I left my mom and 
younger brothers in the Dominican Republic so 
I could have a better opportunity to study,” she 
said. “I began to live with my dad here in Yon-
kers. My entire life and friends were in the DR, 
and I miss my mom, but I know it’s the best for 
my future.”

Colon returns to the DR during the summers. 
Her extra-curricular activities include the 

Gateway Fashion Club and volunteering with her 
church, Primera Espanol, where she works as a 
Conquistador in the pathfinders program. 

Colon said she wanted to stay close to home 
for college, so she applied to Westchester Com-
munity College, Manhattan College, Mercy, Pace, 
Mt. Saint Vincent, and the College of Westches-
ter. She was accepted to WCC, Mercy, Manhat-
tan and the College of Westchester, and plans to 
attend Manhattan College, where she received 
a scholarship to help pay for two-thirds of the 
$36,000 yearly tuition. She will study from home. 

Colon said she hopes to become a medical 
examiner and plans to study forensics, which she 
became interested in during her senior year. “I 
like science and I’m taking forensic science this 
year,” she said. “I like to examine the body and I 
would like to help those people who want answers 
about their loved ones.”

Colon thanked her family for getting to this 
point of success in her life. “My mom and dad 
have helped me a lot, and my fad helps me by 
making sure I’m not scared and to give me confi-
dence that I can do anything,” she said.

Colon’s advice to other young students is: 
“Sometimes changes can give you better oppor-
tunities. Continue to work hard; this is not the end 
but just the beginning.”

Riverside Val-Sal
Continued from Page 1
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Paid for by Engel for Congress

https://news.vanderbilt.edu/2017/09/26/center-for-effective-lawmaking-announces-highest-scoring-members-of-congress/

Center for Effective Lawmaking

Eliot Engel’s actions
earned him being        

named a

Fighting for Campaign Finance Reform, Eliot Engel
is endorsed by 

100%Pro Senior Rating
from the Alliance for Retired Americans

Engel’s voting
record includes a

ELIOT ENGEL
FOR CONGRESS
Vote for Eliot Engel · Tuesday, June 26 · Democratic Primary for Congress

#

Congressman Eliot Engel
is rated as the 1

Most Effective Democratic
Congress Member.

Gorton H.S. baseball coach Spike Dimartino with four members of the Wolves’ baseball team.

Captain Bob Walters announced the opening of the Science Barge next week.

By Phil Foley
Good luck to Spike Dimartino, the new 

coach of the Gorton Wolves’ baseball team. As 
of press time, the team sports a fine 5-5 start! For 
the last two seasons, Spike coached the YMA 
Academy to successful seasons. 

The Gorton program is basically starting 
over, as they have lost six starting seniors from 
last year’s squad.

This year Gorton has merged with River-
side H.S., which no longer has a baseball team. 
(They have not had a team in three seasons.) One 
of the players from Riverside is pitcher Sammy 
Figueroa, who has added some fine pitching 
depth to the staff.  

Other players to watch are pitcher Steve 

Hilario, shortstop Jacob Gilbert, and a center-
fielder with a very hot bat Eddie Ortiz. Eddie is 
a senior and a first-year player. He is currently 
sporting a 0.450 batting average. Eddie was a 
standout Gorton football player for the last four 
seasons.  

This week Gorton plays Saunders H.S. 
twice. This should define their season with 10 
games remaining.

As a side note, Dimartino has been hired 
by Dan DeMatteo as an assistant coach for the 
new Yonkers Force football team. He was an as-
sistant for Gorton during its previous glory dy-
nasty. 

Gorton H.S. has merged with three other 
high schools to make up the Force squad.

The newly refurbished Science Barge will 
open to the public Saturday, May 12, with more 
than the usual fanfare. This season opening will 
be a larger-than-life occasion, celebrating 10 
years since the Science Barge came to Yonkers’ 
waterfront.

Festivities will begin at noon, including 
live music from The Greenheart, food trucks, 
live animals from the Greenburgh Nature Cen-
ter, a storyteller, science experiments, planting 
and crafts, and crab catching.

The afternoon will feature special recogni-
tion of those who have made a major contribu-
tion to the innovative educational programming 
and energy systems on the Science Barge, in-
cluding the City of Yonkers. Mayor Mike Spano 
will be on hand to cut the ribbon at 1 p.m.

Tours of the energy systems and hydropon-
ic greenhouse will take place every 30 minutes 
after the ribbon cutting until 4 p.m. Visitors will 
also be able to learn about the effects of climate 
change at seven new exhibits aboard the Science 
Barge – part of a cutting-edge education initia-
tive from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, in partnership with Columbia 

University and the Center for the Urban River 
at Beczak. 

“I want to thank Groundwork and Bob 
Walters for their vision in bringing the Science 
Barge to our downtown area and creating an-
other exciting destination on our waterfront,” 
said Mayor Mike Spano. “The Science Barge 
has been an outstanding educational tool for our 
students and residents – promoting a more sus-
tainable and greener City of Yonkers and a great 
place to spend time with family. I congratulate 
them on their 10-year anniversary and look for-
ward to the next 10 years.”

The  Science Barge is open to the public on 
weekends from noon to 6 p.m. through Novem-
ber, offering children’s activities and tours of the 
energy and growing systems. Art and Science 
Sundays for children offer planting and science 
activities, crafts, crabbing and more from 2 to 
4 p.m. July to November. Also, the Barge will 
once again host its Science at Sunset lecture se-
ries on Thursdays from June 21 through July 26.

The Science Barge is located at 99 Dock 
St., Yonkers. For more information, call 914-
375-2151 or visit groundworkhv.org.

Spike Dimartino Takes Over 
Gorton Wolves’ Baseball Team 

Come Celebrate the Science 
Barge’s 10th Anniversary!
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