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County Board Races
Begin to Heat Up 

�ree Contests May Determine Who Holds Majority 

State Budget Passes
�Free� College, Raise the Age and  
Senate Republicans Cave Again

The Other Spano Makes a 
Run for County Executive  

By Dan Murphy 
With all 17 seats on the Westchester County 

Board of Legislators up for grabs in November, 
less than a handful of these races are competitive 
or will have any competition, resulting in three 
elections quite possibly determining the outcome 
of who will control the BOL for the next two years. 

Currently, the BOL is controlled by a bipar-
tisan group of eight Republicans and two Demo-

crats, giving them a 10-7 majority coalition that 
has worked with Republican County Executive 
Robert Astorino for the past four years. The two 
Democratic members of the coalition are Legisla-
tors Virginia Perez and Michael Kaplowitz. 

Kaplowitz has served as chairman of the BOL 
for the past four years and is considered unbeatable 
in his northern Westchester District 4, which repre-

By Dan Murphy
As the father of a 15-year-old high school 

sophomore at Lakeland High School, I was in-
trigued when I first heard Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announce earlier this year that he would push for 
tuition-free State University of New York and 
City University of New York colleges. Perhaps 
my daughter, in less than three years, could take 
advantage of the program and attend an upstate 

SUNY college, like her father (Oswego) and 
mother (Oneonta) had.

I heard the groans from conservative 
watchdog groups about the idea, and their com-
plaints. That it would only apply to those mak-
ing $125,000 or less per year. What about those 
making more? Who cares, I thought – we are be-
low that income threshold.

By Dan Murphy 
Former Westchester County Executive 

Andy Spano retired from politics after losing 
his re-election to a fourth term, to Robert As-
torino in 2009. Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano re-
cently stated that after much consideration he 
will not run for county executive this year. 

Adding to the confusion (there is no re-
lation between Andy Spano and Mike Spano, 
and his 15 brothers and sisters), is the addition 

of another Spano into the race for Westchester 
county executive. His name is David Spano, 
the son of Andy Spano. 

Eight years ago, David Spano ran for 
county executive against his father. David was 
used by Sam Zherka, then publisher of the 
Westchester Guardian, to run against his dad as 
a member of the Westchester Tea Party. 

Now, David says he has learned from his 

County Board candidate London Reyes, in the 17th District in Yonkers, is in one of a few 
competitive races that could determine the BOL next majority.

Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton with Gov. Andrew Cuomo celebrating New York’s “free” 
tuition program in this year’s state budget.

David Spano
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Join the staff from Groundwork Hudson Valley for an Earth Day Saw Mill River clean-up this 
Saturday.

From left are (front row) performers Sasha Allen, Carly Rose Sonenclar and Nina Howland; 
and “wish kids” Dream Shepard and Matthew Welling; with (back row) performers Carrie 

Manolakos, Constantine Maroulis, Frank Wildhorn and Kevin Kern. Photo by Jeffrey Auger.

U.S. troops say “thanks” to Westchester Girl Scouts for the cookies they received as part of 
Operation Cookie Drop.

This Earth Day, Pitch In 
& Clean Up Saw Mill River

Broadway Composer Headlines 
Make-A-Wish Fundraiser

Troops Say ‘Thanks’ to 
Girl Scouts for Cookies 

It’s the quintessential Earth Day event and a 
perennial rite of spring… 

On Saturday, April 22 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Groundwork Hudson Valley will host the eighth 
annual Great Saw Mill River Cleanup. More than 
300 volunteers will gather at eight sites through-

out the Saw Mill River watershed to clear trash 
from the river and save trees by cutting invasive 
vines. Join in at any one of several sites from Yon-
kers to Elmsford, and bring friends and family for 
a fun day of rewarding outdoor work.

Returning for a second year in a row, legend-
ary Broadway composer and songwriter Frank 
Wildhorn recently headlined one of the year’s 
much anticipated concerts to benefit Make-A-
Wish Hudson Valley. 

Known for both his musicals and popular 

songs including the number-one international hit 
song “Where Do Broken Hearts Go,” made fa-
mous by Whitney Houston, and the song “Gold,” 
heard at the opening ceremonies of the 2002 
Olympic winter games in Salt Lake City, Utah, 

There was a special cookie delivery in De-
cember from Operation Cookie Drop to the Pat 
Tillman USO facility on Bagram Air Base in 
Afghanistan. 

Notes and cards made by Girl Scout troops 
from Greenburgh, Ardsley, Peekskill, New 
Paltz and White Plains, were stuffed into some 
of the last cases remaining from the 2016 Op-

eration Cookie Drop and mailed to the USO 
facility. 

Recently, the Scouts received a thank you 
note and some pictures from one of the USO 
volunteers. 

Don’t forget to buy your cookies before it’s 
too late. For more information, visit girlscout-
shh.org. 

Continued on Page 10
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Matzah Balls as 
Big as Potholes 

By Eric W. Schoen
I would love a matzah 

ball as big as some of the 
potholes that dot Westches-
ter these days. Cold weather, 
then hot weather, then more 
cold weather – that’s what 
causes the ground to expand 
and contract, creating cra-
ters so big that if you are not 
careful you can lose your car. 

Or at the very least get a 
fl at tire, which is never fun! 
We will get back to potholes 
shortly. 

Passover and Easter 
2017. Th e holidays are late this year. It’s always 
so nice when they overlap. As for early or late, 
the bottom line is they never fall at the perfect 
time. And despite more time to prepare, are 
we ever ready? Just check out the lines at the 
department stores with parents buying Easter 
clothes for their children. Someone told me 
this is one of the busiest times of year for tai-
lors shortening pants on Easter suits for the 
boys and hemming dresses for the girls. Go 
fi gure!

Grandma made the best matzah balls. She 
slaved over the stove for hours making them. 
Th is was not a family aff air in which others 
would pitch in. Grandma was in full charge 
of the matzah balls. Her big dilemma? Were 
the Matzah balls too soft ? Too hard? I never 
remember them being perfect in texture, but, 
oh, they were always so good!

Growing up I remember the beautiful 
Seders in our apartment at 75 Bruce Ave. Th e 
apartment had a big eat-in kitchen with a large 
dining table adjacent to a large foyer where an 
even larger table would be set up. Th e Seder, 
the overwhelming majority of which was in 
Hebrew, which I didn’t understand, would go 
on for hours. 

My uncle Dr. Augustus Wolf, a prominent 
orthopedic physician in Yonkers and New 
York City, who I am named aft er (my middle 
initial W. is for Wolf), would lead the Seder. 
A tall man in stature, he was always impecca-
bly dressed. Uncle Gus did not tolerate others 
talking as he led those gathered in the vari-
ous prayers. Th e hungry kids sat waiting for 
the matzah ball soup to start fl owing, but the 
Seder meal did not begin until the fi rst part of 
the Seder was fi nished.

Interesting tidbits: Uncle Gus was the 
fi rst Jewish doctor to graduate from Fordham 
University. He couldn’t aff ord a fancy suit for 
graduation like the other students, so during 
the ceremony he sat in the back of the audi-
torium. During commencement, one of the 
most important rewards was being presented, 
and Uncle Gus turned to family members and 
friends seated with him, pointed to the stage 
and said, “Th at award is for me!” 

It was for him and despite not being as 
well dressed as his fellow classmates, he strode 
to the stage to receive the award he worked so 
hard for, particularly proud that he as a Jewish 
student won the big prize at a Catholic uni-
versity. 

Uncle Gus had an offi  ce on the corner of 
Park Hill Avenue and South Broadway that 
was knocked down as part of an urban renew-
al project to widen Park Hill Avenue, improv-
ing the fl ow to Vark Street. At St. Joseph’s Hos-
pital across the street from where Uncle Gus 
had his offi  ce, there is a plaque in his honor. 

Uncle Gus never married. His mother 
and my great-grandmother always sat in 
the front window of the offi  ce/apartment on 

South Broadway, watching 
the traffi  c fl ow by at this ma-
jor intersection. Other than 
his medical practice, you 
could catch Uncle Gus on the 
dance fl oor in New York City 
or in the Catskill Mountains. 

Tuesday night’s Seder 
was at my cousins,’ the Mey-
erowitz-Jaff ee family in Ma-
hopac. Fred Meyerowitz was 
a dentist in Manor House 
Square in Yonkers and then 
on North Broadway, across 
from St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
until his retirement. His wife, 

as well as cousin Georgette’s father, Harry 
Goldstein and his son John, tiled many of the 
bathrooms in apartments in Yonkers.

From a garage in the back of their Haw-
thorne Avenue and Valentine Lane house, 
they operated Yonkers Tile and Marble Com-
pany, Inc. It was the place to go in Yonkers if 
you wanted the best tile at the best price, or 
needed a hard to fi nd tile to match one that 
was broken. 

Yonkers Tile was in business for 44 years, 
seven months and one day. It was run by Un-
cle Harry and his wife, Aunt Gladys (one day 
when it is not Passover I will tell you about 
Aunt Gladys’ baking). Aunt Gladys was not 
Jewish and became a Jew by choice. Everyone 
would always remark how more Jewish Aunt 
Gladys was than those who were born Jewish. 

Th e Passover table Tuesday night, set by 
my 14-year-old Cousin Daniel, was truly fes-
tive. We used the Pathways Th rough the Hag-
gadah service, which was my mother’s favor-
ite Haggadah. Georgette made her famous 
“Second Avenue Deli coleslaw,” which is basi-
cally coleslaw with a sweet vinaigrette and no 
mayonnaise. Pickles, olives and other starters 
graced the table together with superb chopped 
liver. 

Question: Where can one buy good qual-
ity chopped chicken liver in Yonkers?

Gefi lte fi sh was the next course. I don’t 
know why I remember gefi lte fi sh tasting dif-
ferent when I was a kid. Gefi lte fi sh is an ac-
quired taste. It’s topped with horseradish – the 
red one is mild and the white one is hot. Th e 
one Georgette served required some prepara-
tion, but it is far better than the ones you see in 
bottle at the grocery store fi lled with MSG. She 
served cold salmon with dill sauce for those 
not inclined to eat the gefi lte fi sh

Big heaping bowls of matzah ball soup 
followed. Grandma is not around to perfectly 
form the balls, so we have a secret place where 
we buy it. Instead of croutons, which are bread 
and unacceptable to eat during Passover, the 
soup is usually served with matzah farfel, piec-
es of matzah that take the place of croutons 
during Passover. Cousin Fred loves matzah 
farfel – but wait, I just realized we didn’t have 
the crunchy matzah farfel on Tuesday night. 
We had plenty of matzah, the Israeli matzah 
we all prefer over domestic-made matzah.

Big platters of brisket of beef smothered 
in onions followed, which is my favorite. 
Chicken baked with oranges and other fruits 
followed, with mashed sweet and white pota-
toes. 

If we weren’t full at that point (a few glass-
es of Manischewitz wine, of course, added to 
the mix), dessert brought my cousin’s fl ourless, 
gluten-free chocolate cake. Initially prepared 
for a cousin who has celiac disease, this treat – 
which you can eat for Passover – has become a 

Eric W. Schoen

Continued on Page 10

taffy Williams
ny4whales-ny4wildlife

A recent Rising article (“Make America 
Sweet Again”) failed to note the bee-killing 
“elephant in the room,” Radio Frequency 
Electromagnetic Fields, which are known to 
confuse (and even kill) bees, birds, bats, frogs 
and more via their magnetite navigation. The 
source: cell towers, smart meters, and Wi-Fi 
radiation on all the “smart” devices saturating 
our daily landscape. 

The FCC has set exposure levels 10,000 
times higher than any other country, including 
Canada, Italy and France. I haven’t seen a bee 
or butterfl y in my yard for several years, since 
two smart meters were installed outside; no 
other factor could explain the utter annihila-
tion of insect life here. 

If we really want to help bees, we need to 
stop the 5G rollout, which is being forced upon 
unwitting Americans while the FCC and its 
agencies have done no studies to prove these 
are not harmful to we the people, or the en-
vironment. The FCC is pushing S19 and S88, 
bills that will facilitate a connection with 500 
billion Internet devices and remove any local 
zoning rules or regulations that will “inhibit” 
facilitating small cell infrastructure, such as 
those hard-won protections established when 
cell towers were being erected near schools, 
hospitals and residences in the 1980s. 

While cell towers are causing neurologi-
cal problems, brain cancers and more, the 
plethora of mesmerizing Wi-Fi devices and the 
desire for them are “normalizing” the harmful 
emissions. The public is failing to respond to 
known and reported dangers and as the FCC 
completely ignores the adverse health effects 
of RF EMF, and our insect life is decimated. 
Now the industry-led FCC is pushing through 
the S19 and S88 bills, to put thousands of 
mini cell tower on “just about every telephone 
pole.” 

For those who believe the same micro-
wave energy that goes through concrete walls, 
metal and glass is not penetrating our bodies 
and disrupting the fl ight of insects and birds, 
take note:

From www.electronicsilentspring.com/
primers/wildlife/wireless-devices-wildlife:

“‘In Bees, Birds and Mankind: Effects of 
Wireless Communication Technologies’ (Ken-
tum, 2009), German scientist Ulrich Warnke 
states: ‘Bees and other insects, just as birds, 
use the Earth’s magnetic fi eld and high fre-
quency electromagnetic energy such as light. 
They accomplish orientation and navigation 
by means of free radicals as well as a simul-
taneously reacting magnetite conglomerate....’ 

“In his book, Warnke quotes Ferdinand 
Ruzicka, a scientist and beekeeper who re-
ported, in 2003, after several transmitters (cel-
lular antennas) were erected in the immediate 
vicinity of his hives: ‘I observed a pronounced 
restlessness in my bee colonies (initially about 
40) and a greatly increased urge to swarm. 
As a frame-hive beekeeper, I use a so-called 

high fl oor. The bees did not build their combs 
in the manner prescribed by the frames, but in 
random fashion. In the summer, bee colonies 
collapsed without obvious cause. In the win-
ter, I observed that the bees went foraging de-
spite snow and temperatures below zero, and 
they died of cold next to the hive. Colonies 
that exhibited this behavior collapsed, even 
though they were strong, healthy colonies 
with active queens before winter. They were 
provided with adequate additional food and 
the available pollen was more than adequate 
in autumn.’

“Ruzicka then organized a survey of bee-
keepers through the magazine Der Bienen 
Vater. All 20 of the beekeepers who replied to 
his questionnaire had a transmitter (cell tower 
or smart meter) within 300 meters of their bee-
hives. Compared to the bees’ behavior before 
and after the transmitters were in operation, 
37.5 percent observed increased aggression 
from their bees.

“Twenty-fi ve percent found that their 
bees had a greater tendency to swarm; 65 per-
cent reported that their colonies were inexpli-
cably collapsing since the transmitters became 
operational.

“Warnke said that monocultures, pesti-
cides, the Varroa mite, migratory beekeeping, 
dressed seed, severe winters, and genetically-
modifi ed seeds could also explain the bee 
colonies’ collapse. However, none of these 
convincingly explains ‘the fairly sudden and 
country-spanning appearance two to three 
years ago of the dying bees phenomenon. 
Should the bees simply be too weak or ill, they 
should also die in or near the hive. But no ill 
bees were found in research into this phenom-
enon.’”

Today, 3 to 15 percent of human popula-
tions are being diagnosed as Electro Hyper-
Sensitive, yet the FCC is calling outrageous 
levels of RF EMF exposure “safe.” Migraine 
headaches, stroke, insomnia, COPD, heart ir-
regularities, tinnitus and more are cited effects 
in literally thousands of studies. The World 
Health Organization and U.S. National Toxi-
cology Program have classifi ed RF EMF Wi-
Fi radiation as a class 2B carcinogen, along 
with lead and asbestos. Yet the FCC is ignor-
ing these fi ndings, and failing to protect public 
health. 

Meanwhile, municipalities like Yonkers 
are committing “unconscionable trade prac-
tices” (from their own municipal code) by 
forcing tens of thousands of residents to install 
“smart” digital transmitting meters, while the 
public remains ignorant of the health hazards 
and privacy intrusions involved. This writer 
has been charged with two misdemeanors 
for failing to purchase and install yet anoth-
er smart meter (for water) despite health and 
right-to-privacy objections and that the city 
is profi ting from the unauthorized use of my 
property and air space. 

This is a battle that I and the affected pub-
lic and environment cannot afford to lose.

Wi-Fi Radiation a Danger 
For Bees, Birds & Humans
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Legal Notices
 Office Maintenance Assis-

tant (Sterling National Bank – 
Yonkers, NY) -Hybrid role supporting facili-
ties dept. w/ general maintenance & clerical 
mailroom responsibilities. Facilities respon-
sibilities: replacement of light bulbs, minor 
repairs & scheduling service. Mailroom re-
sponsibilities: processing and distributing 
incoming mail, interoffice mail and deliver-
ies. Processing outgoing mail and shipping 
to meet daily delivery deadlines. Maintaining 
inventory of mailroom supplies. Full-time po-
sition. Requirements: High School Diploma/
GED; 6 Months experience w/ postage ma-
chines; High attention to detail w/ ability to 
multi-task; Good Organization Skills; Good 
communication skills. Apply online: https://
www.snb.com/careers 

 ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECT-
IBLES  Most cash paid for paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. 
Please call Aaron at 914-654-1683.   

Delivery Driver Needed-De-
livery driver wanted for weekly newspapers 
in Yonkers and Westchester County. Experi-
ence and own auto preferred. To apply send 
email to risingmediagroup@gmail.com 

Donate your car to Wheels 
For Wishes, benefiting Make -A -Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible. Call 914 -468 -4999 To-
day! 

TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards,Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, ComicsEtc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153 

Fix’n Flips, Hard Money/ Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income Loans, 
up to 90% PP, 100% Rehab, Purchase-Refi-
nance, One-Four Units, Mixed Use, Commer-
cial Buildings, 888-565-9477 

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery,Limited 

Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com 

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here –
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placementassistance. Call AIM for free infor-
mation 866-296-7094 

LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks 
large acreage 200+ acres in theCentral/Fin-
ger Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokerswelcome. For immediate confidential 
response, call 607-353-8068 oremail info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com 

KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug Kill-
ers/ KIT Complete Treatment System. Avail-
able: Hardware Stores. The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com. Try Harris Guaranteed Roach 
Killers Too! 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 
-MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill -Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1 -800 -578 -1363 
Ext.300N 

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres-
was $89,900 NOW $79,900 NO REASON-
ABLE OFFER REFUSED! Delaware County, 
Catskill Mtnsetting! Views, woods, meadow! 
EZ terms avail! Call 888-905-8847today! 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com 

Waterfront Land Sell-Off! 
April 29th & 30th 16 Estate Sized Lakefront-
Tracts from $89,900!Buy at a Fraction of 
market price! Private wooded setting, spring 
fedlake with trophy bass! 3 hrs NY City! EZ 
Terms avail! Call888-479-3394 to register 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best 
selection of affordable rentals. Full/partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open daily. 
Holiday ResortServices. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com 

Buying Diamonds, gold, sil-
ver, antique and modern jew-
elry, better furs, U.S. and foreign coins, 
paintings, bronzes, complete estates. Highest 
prices paid. Call 914 -260 -8783 for appoint-
ment. 

Classifieds
Notice of formation of Aerial 
View Partners Of LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/5/2017. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: AERIAL 
VIEW PARTNERS, LLC, 25 
Leroy Place, #312, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10805. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

#6857	 03/17 – 04/21 

Notice of formation of Tered 
Realty 39 Spring LLC. Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
March 13, 2017. Office lo-
cation: Westchester. The 
street address is: c/o Walsh 
& Amicucci LLP: 1133 West-
chester Ave., Suite S321, 
White Plains, NY 10604. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Tered Re-
alty 1737-39 Pilgrim LLC: 93 
Fordham Street, City Island, 
NY 10464. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6858	 03/17 - 04/21

NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF MISS PINK HEALTHY 
FOOD LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/04/2017. Office loca-
tion:  
WESTCHESTER County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. The Post Office ad-
dress to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC served 
upon it is: 
LEGALINC CORPORATE 
SERVICES INC
1967 WEHLE DRIVE
STE 1 #086
BUFFALO, NY, 14221
The principal business ad-
dress of the PLLC is 5 COLD-
EN AVE, WHITE PLAINS, 
NY, 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity

#6863	 04/07 - 05/12

Notice of formation of Art 
Works Express, LLC. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on March, 15 
2017. Office location: Rock-
land County. The street ad-
dress is: 75 Lake Road, 
Unit# 198 Congers, NY 
10920. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process served 
to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th 
Avenue, Suite 202, Brook-
lyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6864	 04/07 – 05/12

Notice is hereby given that 
license number 1196005 
for On Premises Liquor has 
been applied by undersigned 
to change the license to sell 
liquor at retail in a Restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Law at 102 East 
Post Road, White Plains, NY, 
10601 for on premises con-
sumption. Graciela Gonza-
lez Herrera/ DBA Roberto’s 
Grill Café

#3250	 04/07/17 – 04/14/07

Notice of formation of Real 
Time Home Dimensions 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 3/31/17. Office 
location: Westchester Coun-
ty. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: Real 
Time Home Dimensions 
LLC c/o Walsh & Amicucci 
LLP, 1133 Westchester Av-
enue White Plains, New York 
10604. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6866	 04/14 - 05/19

Notice of formation of Health 
Conscious, LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 2/16/2017. 
Office location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 1 Glenwood Avenue, Yon-
kers, NY 10701. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Legal Zoom, 101 
North. Brand Boulevard 11th 
Floor, Glendale, CA 91203. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6865	 04/14 – 05/19

Notice of formation of Su-
casa NY LLC, a domestic 
Limited Liability Company 
(LLC), filed with the Secre-
tary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 04/06/2017. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy of 
process against LLC to prin-
cipal business address: 714 
The Crescent, Mamaroneck, 
NY 10543.  Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

#6867	 04/14 - 05/19

P-4   (10/96)
PROBATE CITATION					   
File No.  2015-2087

SURROGATE’S COURT – WESTCHESTER COUNTY
SUPPLEMENTAL CITATION

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

By the Grace of God Free and Independent

TO     All the unknown heirs at law and next of kin of   WILMA BERTOCCI a/k/a WILMA 
ALMA BERTOCCI a/k/a WILMA ALVA BERTOCCI, the decedent herein, if living, their 
guardians, conservators, or assigns, and if any, and if any of them survived the dece-
dent but have since died or become incompetent, their successors in interest, execu-
tors, administrators, legal representatives, devisees, legatees, spouses, distributees, 
heirs at law, next of kin, committees, conservators, guardians or any person having a 
claim or interest through them by purchase, inheritance or otherwise and ATTORNEY 
GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
       
    
	 A petition having been duly filed by Nancy Frieary, who is domiciled at 47 Car-
penter Avenue, Unit 4D, Mount Kisco, NY  10549                   
	 YOU ARE HEREBY CITED TO SHOW CAUSE before the Surrogate’s Court, 
Westchester County, at Rm. ____, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd., White Plains, 
New York, on _17 day of May, 2017  at  9:30 o’clock in the forenoon of that day, why 
a decree should not be made in the estate of  WILMA BERTOCCI a/k/a WILMA ALMA 
BERTOCCI a/k/a WILMA ALVA BERTOCCI, lately domiciled at 50 Elaine Terrace, 
Yonkers, New York, admitting to probate a Will dated July 30, 2004, a copy of which 
is attached, as the Will of WILMA BERTOCCI  a/k/a WILMA ALMA BERTOCCI  a/k/a  
WILMA ALVA BERTOCCI, deceased, relating to real and personal property, and di-
recting that

[ X ]	Letters Testamentary issue to:___Nancy Frieary                                                          [    
]	 Letters of Trusteeship issue to:_______________________________________
__________
[    ]	Letters of Administration c.t.a. issue to _________________________________
_____________
		
Dated, Attested and Sealed				     
HON. _ _______________________                                                         
BRANDON R. SALL,	 Surrogate
March 15,2017
Sandra DelValle                                                                             
Chief Clerk

Richard R. Schmidt
Attorney for Petitioner
Telephone Number 718-863-5553   
Address of Attorney 1446 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461

[NOTE: This citation is served upon you as required by law.  You are not required 
to appear.  If you fail to appear it will be assumed you do not object to the relief re-
quested.  You have a right to have an attorney appear for you.]

P-5 (10/96)

#3249	 04/07/2017-4/28/2017

Notice of formation of Nutri-
tion to Thrive LLC Arts. Of 
Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/18/16. Office location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is: 17 Linden 
Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 
10552. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: Alicia 
Chung, 17 Linden Avenue, 
Mount Vernon, NY 10552 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6859	 03/24 – 04/28

Notice of formation of Full 
View Business Solutions, 
LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/07/2017. Of-
fice location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 94 Florence Street, Yon-
kers, NY, 10704. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Jack Otero, Jr., 
94 Florence Street, Yonkers, 
NY, 10704 Purpose: any law-
ful act.

#6860	 03/24 – 04/28

Notice of formation of In-
famous Views, L.P. Art. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 02/24/17. Office: West-
chester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LP 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LP, 412 Hancock Ave, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10553. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

#6861	 03/31 – 05/05

Notice of formation of Right 
Angle Productions LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
03/06/2017. Office location: 
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 22 Briar Hill Drive 
Yonkers NY 10710. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Robert 
Cleaveland. 22 Briar Hill 
Drive Yonkers NY 10710. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6862	 03/31 – 05/05

Cigar Lounge to 
Host Special Event

The Central Cigar Lounge will present a 
Pura Soul Cigars event Friday, April 28 from 
7 to 11 p.m. at 1700 Central Park Ave. This is 
a birthday celebration for celebrity musician 
and “Brother of the Leaf” Robert Wright, who 
will be playing select pieces of his jazz/soul 
music repertoire. It will also be ladies’ night.  

CCL will have prizes to be won, refresh-

ments provided by 808 Bistro and, of course, 
a selection of cigars that will be offered with 
various deals. Admission is $25 for non-mem-
bers or $20 for members. 

For more information, find the Central 
Cigar Lounge on Twitter @centralcigars, or 
Pura Soul Cigars on Instagram at @purasoul-
cigars.

Robert Wright will perform April 28 at the Central Cigar Lounge in Yonkers.
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Town of Eastchester
Senior Programs & Services

The Center at Lake Isle  
Monday, April 24

9:30 a.m. Line dancing with Theresa
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
�12:30 p.m. Strength and balance with Sonya
1 p.m. Canasta Club
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong/board games

Tuesday, April 25
8:30 a.m. Low-impact exercise with Grace
9:30 a.m. Muscle toning with Patricia
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong/board games

Wednesday, April 26
9:30 a.m. Tap dancing with Paula
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
12:15 p.m. Medicare update with Micaela
12:30 p.m. Energizing exercise with Evey
1 p.m. “See It – Draw It” with Stephanie

1 p.m. Mahjong/Bridge/cards/board games
1 p.m. Crocheting with Ina

Thursday, April 27
9:15 a.m. Intermediate line dancing
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
�12:15 p.m. Bingo and treats – bring a 
friend
1 p.m. Knitting with Paula
1 p.m. Canasta Club
1 p.m. Mahjong/Pokeno/cards/games       

Friday, April 28
8:30 a.m. Exercise video 
10:30 a.m. Drawing, games and cards
10:30 a.m. Book review with Tracy 
12:30 p.m. Chair Yoga with Peggy    
The Center at Lake Isle is located at 660 

White Plains Road, Eastchester. For more in-
formation or transportation, call 914-337-0390.

Seniors and Health Care

From left are Mona Bickler of Chappaqua, director of talent development for WESTMED 
Medical Group; Anthony Viceroy of Pleasantville, CEO for WESTMED; and Joseph DiCarlo 
of Irvington, senior vice president and director of human resources for WESTMED Practice 

Partners.

Martin Engelhardt Jr., president of the Ossining Food Pantry (left), accepts the Robert J. 
Uplinger Distinguished Service Award from Edward Klotz, past district governor and past 
president of the Lions Club (center), and Durando Saccente, president of the Lions Club.

WESTMED Medical Group has been named 
by Great Place to Work and Fortune Magazine as 
one of the country’s “best workplaces in health 
care” for being an organization dedicated to the 
well-being of our patients, physicians and em-
ployees.

WESTMED ranked 27th on the list – one 
of the three companies listed for New York State 
and one of the two for Connecticut – based on 
surveys from nearly 88,000 employees across the 
industry nationwide. The results show that team 
members take great pride in working at WEST-
MED Medical Group and enjoy a supportive 
work environment with effective communication 
and trust in leadership. 

“Our success would not be possible with-
out the dedication, commitment to patient care, 
and excellence of each of our more than 1,000 
employees who make up the WESTMED fam-
ily,” said Anthony Viceroy, CEO of WESTMED 
Medical Group. “Overall, employee engagement 
is the cornerstone of our ability to deliver high-
quality health care to our patients with a bias 
toward doing so with unmatched empathy and 
compassion.  

“Our culture is based on our shared values, 
mutual respect for one another, and an unyield-
ing commitment to fostering strong employee en-
gagement and retention programs. Among them 
are our Leadership Academy of WESTMED 
University that includes career development and 

training at every level and a three-tier mentoring 
program for future managers and leaders. Anoth-
er, called True North, is an interactive program 
that we take on the road to all of our medical of-
fices to bring our mission and vision to life.  

“Furthermore, our ongoing WESTMED 
awards program – through which we congratu-
late and highlight our most outstanding em-
ployees – recognizes those who excel in caring 
for our patients each and every day,” continued 
Viceroy.

WESTMED also has rolled out initiatives 
such as the “iEngage” team, whose members 
include talented employee volunteers from each 
WESTMED location who work collaboratively 
with senior leadership to drive culture and em-
ployee engagement throughout the organization 
as it innovates and grows.

“We also invest in our people by sponsoring 
seasonal organized corporate sports teams that 
our players and spectators enjoy and host numer-
ous social events throughout the year to foster 
team building and spirit throughout the organiza-
tion,” said Viceroy. “One of the foundations of 
WESTMED’s culture is to provide opportunities 
for employees to give back to the community 
through a formalized corporate social responsi-
bility program geared toward those in need in our 
communities.”

For more information, visit www.westmed-
partners.com..

Members of the Ossining Lions Club, local 
public officials and members of the community 
recently gathered at Briar’s Restaurant to honor 
Ossining Food Pantry volunteers with the Rob-
ert J. Uplinger Distinguished Service Award, in 
recognition of their outstanding community ser-
vice and dedication to others.  

The food pantry also received community 
service commendations from the New York 
State and Bermuda Lions Foundation, the Os-
sining Village Mayor Victoria Gearity, Ossining 
Town Supervisor Dana Levenberg, Westchester 
County Legislator Catherine Borgia, Assem-
blymember Sandra Galef, and State Sen. David 
Carlucci. 

“The pantry has more than 125 volunteers 
each filling one or more specific roles to serve 
our clients in need,” said Martin Engelhardt Jr., 
president of the Ossining Food Pantry. “Our vol-
unteers have kept the pantry operating for more 
than 25 years and, along with our generous do-
nors, are the difference between clients who 
have enough to eat and those who go without. I 
am honored to be associated with these wonder-
ful volunteers. 

“On behalf of all of our volunteers at the 

Food Pantry, we are honored to be the recipients 
of the Robert J. Uplinger Distinguished Service 
Award,” he continued. “We thank the Ossining 
Lions Club, our local public officials, and every-
one who attended for supporting our efforts to 
help those in need.”

The Ossining Food Pantry is called upon 
to feed a growing number of people each year 
from the Briarcliff and Ossining area. It is a 100 
percent volunteer-run organization with no paid 
staff, relying on the hard work of volunteers and 
donations from the community.  

The food pantry is always in need of non-
perishable food items. If you would like to ar-
range a food drive with your organization, call 
914-762-5510 and leave a voice message; a vol-
unteer will return the call to give you specifics 
on what foods are needed and how to arrange 
delivery of the food to Trinity Church in Ossin-
ing.

To make a financial donation, follow the 
link to the Ossining Food Pantry website at 
www.ossiningfoodpantry.org, or call the num-
ber listed above.  Donations may also be sent to:  
Ossining Food Pantry, P.O. Box 869, Ossining, 
NY 10562.

The public is invited to celebrate the first 
National Social Security Month in April by tak-
ing five steps toward financial security at www.
socialsecurity.gov/5-steps-toward-your-finan-
cial-security. During the month, Social Security 
will provide educational articles and video mes-
sages on its website featuring personal finance 
expert Suze Orman. Each message will provide 
the public with practical tips for developing a 
sound financial plan that includes Social Secu-
rity as a foundation.

“With retirement, disability and survivors 
benefits, Social Security helps secure today 
and tomorrow for millions of people through-
out life’s journey,” said Nancy Berryhill, acting 
commissioner of Social Security. “By hosting 
National Social Security Month, we hope to 
help the public understand their Social Security 
protections and promote financial education.”

The National Social Security Month cam-

paign will emphasize the agency’s five key steps 
toward financial security: Get to know your So-
cial Security; verify your lifetime earnings with 
a “my Social Security” account; estimate your 
future Social Security benefits at “my Social Se-
curity;” apply online for retirement, disability, 
or Medicare benefits; and manage your Social 
Security benefits.

On average, Social Security replaces ap-
proximately 40 percent of pre-retirement earn-
ings. To enjoy a comfortable retirement, most 
people will also need income from other sources 
– like pensions, savings and investments. Yet 
nearly a third of America’s workers have no 
money set aside specifically for retirement. 

Throughout the month of April, groups and 
organizations will join Social Security across 
the country to help spread the word. To get more 
Social Security news, follow the press office on 
Twitter @SSAPress.

An osteoporosis awareness group is 
scheduled Monday, May 1 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Burke Rehabilitation Hospital, 785 Mama-
roneck Ave., White Plains, featuring speaker 
Patricia Fischer Donohue of Riverstone Yoga 
who will discuss “Yoga for Osteoporosis.”

Donohue will be accompanied by a yoga 
teacher who will demonstrate yoga poses; 
there will be audience participation. Both of 
these individuals worked with Dr. Loren Fish-

man, who wrote a New York Times article on 
yoga, as well as the book “Yoga for Osteopo-
rosis.”

For more information, call Susan at 914-
260-9339. 

Meetings are usually held on the first 
Monday of even-numbered months. Meetings 
throughout the rest of the year are as follows: 
June 5, Oct. 2 and Dec. 4. There is no meeting 
in August.

WESTMED Named a 
‘Best Workplace’

Ossining Food Pantry 
Honored by Lions Club

National Social Security 
Month Launched in April

Osteoporosis Awareness

Wildhorn was the first composer to have three 
Broadway musicals running on Broadway simul-
taneously – in “Jekyll and Hyde,” “The Scarlet 
Pimpernel” and “The Civil War.”

Joining him for an evening featuring his mu-
sic were noted performers Constantine Maroulis 
of American Idol, “Rock of Ages” and “Jekyll 
and Hyde;” Carrie Manolakos of “Mama Mia” 
and “Wicked;” Carly Rose Sonenclar, a singer/
songwriter who played Chloe in “Frank’s Won-
derland” on Broadway and Young Cosette in “Les 
Miserables,” and then went on to become the 
runner-up on The X-Factor in 2012; Sasha Allen, 
a singer who began her career in the music in-
dustry as backing vocalist for Christina Aguilera, 
Alicia Keys, John Legend and Usher; starred 
in “Hair” and was a finalist on “The Voice” in 
2013; Kevin Kern of “Finding Neverland,” “The 

Bridges of Madison County,” “First Date,” “The 
Wedding Singer” and “Les Miserables;” and Nina 
Howland, who was featured in the recent “Kids 
Against Bullying: I Have A Voice” music video 
on Broadway.

The concert, which attracted hundreds of 
supporters of the non-profit chapter, marked the 
second year in a row that Wildhorn “devoted his 
time and talents to help the chapter reach the goal 
of granting the wish to every eligible child in the 
Hudson Valley for which we are deeply grate-
ful,” said Thomas Conklin, president and CEO of 
Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley.

“Given the cash cost of granting a wish for 
each child ranges between $7,500 and $10,000, 
the generosity of our supporters for these signa-
ture events is so critically important to fulfilling 
our mission of making a difference in the lives of 
the wish kids and their families,” he said.

For more information about the Hudson Val-
ley chapter of Make-a-Wish, visit www.hudson.
wish.org.

Broadway Composer 
Continued from Page 1

CGroppe Glassworks
Art Glass • Jewelry • Home Décor

v H a n d  
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Unique one of a kind hand crafted gifts & décor
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Send photos of your recent event,  
fundraiser or celebration to us at  
 risingmediagroup@gmail.com

What about those parents who had already 
sent their children through college, or the stu-
dents themselves, who are now sitting on college 
debt of $100,000? And what about seniors and 
those with no college-age children? Why should 
they pay for my daughter’s college? Why not, I 
thought. For once, I would be on the right side of 
free stuff in New York!

But then some other, more reasoned argu-
ments against Cuomo’s “Bernie-like” free col-
lege plan began to come in. If enacted, every stu-
dents and parent, with income below $125,000 
would try to get into a SUNY or CUNY school 
before applying to a private or out-of-state col-
lege because of its free tuition. This would make 
getting into SUNY or CUNY even more com-
petitive than it is now, making it more difficult 
for my daughter to get in and to enjoy the benefit.

Some of the fine print included in the fi-
nal budget agreement required students to live 
in New York for the same number of years they 
receive the “Excelsior College” benefit. So my 
daughter would have to live in New York for two 
to four years after graduation.

The story that should have burst my bubble 
came from a New York Times editorial titled 
“Mr. Cuomo’s Free* College Plan,” wherein the 
liberal NY Times goes on to bash the governor’s 
plan, writing: “The questions on free college 
have begun to multiply. We are not the only ones 
to notice that Mr. Cuomo didn’t seem to think 
his new scholarship through… So it’s not clear 
whether this would needlessly harm private col-
leges and universities by stealing students, as 
some officials have complained, or place dam-
aging financial strains on the SUNY and CUNY 
systems.

“It’s not even clear how ‘outrageously am-
bitious’ the program is. By one legislative esti-
mate, it will reach only about 32,000 students. 
The program’s strict income limits leave a lot of 
people out. It is not for part-time students – a 
huge portion of the community-college popula-
tion. Students have to earn 30 credits a year to 
participate. It’s not for poor families who are 
expected to use the state’s Tuition Assistance 
Program or Pell grants, or other aid to cover tu-
ition. No, this is one program for one slice of the 
middle class.” (End NY Times piece.) 

The Times also quoted EJ Dionne of the 
Empire Center for Public Policy, a fiscally con-
servative think tank that is usually in direct op-
position to anything the Times is writing about. 
Dionne railed against Cuomo’s free tuition 
plan because it doesn’t help the family making 
$125,001, and that it will be much more expen-
sive than the governor estimates. 

In the end, my thoughts – and hopes – re-
main where they were when the governor made 
the announcement with Bernie Sanders, and 
more recently with Hillary Clinton. If my daugh-
ter completes 30 credits per year, and is willing 
to stay in New Yok for a few years, and we make 
less than $125,000 per year, (a likely assump-
tion), then this government program can benefit 
our family and Katie Murphy. 

Raise the Age  
“Raise the Age” increases the age of crimi-

nal responsibility from 16 to 18 years of age. 
Under the new initiative, violent offenders will 
be sent to criminal court, but other cases will go 
to youth or family courts and youth detention fa-
cilities will be expanded. Individuals under age 
18 will not be placed in adult prisons or jails.

The one issue that Senate Republicans and 
the governor and Democratic Assembly could 
not agree to was the Raise the Age legislation, 
which would identify most 16- and 17-year-
old criminal defendants as children, rather than 
adults, and keep younger teens imprisoned or 
awaiting trials separate from adults.

The issue was a must for Assembly Demo-
crats and for members of the State Senate Demo-
cratic Conference. Senate Republicans at first 
held out against the legislation and the spending 
for it, but in the end, Raise the Age was part of 
the final state budget, with $135 million allo-
cated to pay for older teens charged with non-
violent crimes to go before family courts instead 
of criminal courts, and help local courts and ju-
risdictions implement the changes, and to pay for 
separate jail facilities. 

Uber Coming to Westchester?  
“Bringing companies like Uber and Lyft 

to the Hudson Valley and the rest of New York 
State is a common-sense decision that will ben-
efit residents in a number of different ways,” said 
State Sen. Terrence Murphy. “These services 
will bring new jobs, as well as additional trans-
portation options that New Yorkers will be able 
to utilize and enjoy.”

“NYS has passed legislation allowing for 
Uber/Lyft ride-sharing outside of NYC,” ex-
plained State Sen. George Latimer. “Jurisdic-
tions over 100,000 population may choose to 
opt out. Locally, the City of Yonkers and West-
chester County have that choice to opt out or 
stay in.” 

Latimer made an interesting analogy about 
the budget process and egos: “An analysis of the 
adopted NYS budget would show examples of 
individuals more concerned with personal ego 
than strong public policy. And I shouldn’t be sur-
prised; I have extensive experience in budgets – 
and I’ve never seen one yet that didn’t have a big 
thumbprint on it from the influence of a power-

ful player... in corporate as well as government 
endeavor. It is the product of seeking, acquiring 
and wielding power.

“And strong ego comes with it. Very hard to 
be in a position of leadership with authority and 
power and still ‘be humble and kind.’ The prob-
lem is ego gets in the way of policy oftentimes. 
The desire to control or take credit warps what 
might be a better policy if done in a cooperative 
team way. And equally often, someone wants 
to claim personal victory – with somebody else 
having to accept defeat. You. Simply. Must. Be. 
The. Winner,” wrote Latimer. 

Senate Republicans Cave It the End?  
This is the sentiment of many, including 

most of the NYS media. Fred Dicker, on his radio 
show broadcast on WVOX Radio every week-
day at 4 p.m., started his show playing “Taps” 
after the budget’s passage, saying: “The budget 
approved by the Senate Republicans is a disaster 
for the state and betrays all of the promises made 
by Gov. Cuomo when he was a centrist and ran 
on a platform to turn New York State around. 
The Senate Republicans rolled over.” 

Dicker added, “The selfishness of these 
New York City politicians, they care more about 
illegal immigrants and aliens than upstate New 
Yorkers fighting to survive.” Included in this 
year’s budget is $10 million for immigrant pro-
tection legal services.

Upstate Republican Assemblyman Steve 
McLaughlin added: “To have the New York Sen-
ate so-called Republican Senate go along with 
Cuomo on the budget, I can’t understand it. If 
only we had a Republican Senate to push back 
against Cuomo’s power grabs and taxpayer-
funded giveaways to try and help himself, not 
the people of New York. Cuomo’s StartUpNY 
program is an absolute waste of money and we 
should absolutely not continuing to fund this di-
saster.” 

Education  
For the seventh straight year, state taxpayer-

supported spending will be capped at 2 percent, 
even while statewide education spending will 
grow by 4.4 percent, or $1.1 billion – including 
$14.4 million more for the City of Yonkers. 

Assemblyman Kevin Byrne, who represents 
northern Westchester and Putnam in the 90th 
District and just completed his first budget pro-
cess, made the following comments. 

“This budget process has been frustrating 
at best. I sat in Albany for over a week waiting 
to vote on a state budget that is on-time, neces-
sary and complete, but Gov. Cuomo threatened 
to shut down the government and funding of 
programs across the state unless we passed an 
extender bill that he shoved down the throats of 
the taxpayers. 

“New York has rapidly become the tax capi-
tal of the world, and it’s due to the dysfunction 
that I’ve seen over the past week,” continued By-
rne. “Three men in a room is no way to figure out 
a state budget; it can’t be the standard for trans-
parency in the State of New York. The taxpayers 
deserve better than this. Regardless of the major-
ity or minority, all representatives should be in 
that room fighting for what’s right for New York, 
instead, many of us were locked out… Our state 
budget should not be held up by policy legisla-
tion that will have little to no fiscal impact on the 
state, like Raise the Age. Let both houses debate 
Raise the Age as a policy issue separate from the 
budget, as many of my colleagues have done al-
ready on the floor of the Assembly. We should 
pass a budget that’s appropriate and on-time.” 

Assemblyman Steve Oits praised the bud-
get for its clean water program investments. The 
state budget, which was approved last weekend, 
provides a $2.5 billion commitment for a variety 
of clean water programs including expansion of 
the municipal grant program initiated by Otis in 
2015.

“Gov. Cuomo’s $2.5 billion Clean Water 
Act places New York at the forefront of a multi-
pronged approach to address the diverse drink-
ing water and water quality challenges across 
our state,” said Otis. “I am very pleased that the 
municipal grant program we began in 2015 will 
be expanded and continued with more than $1 
billion allocated for municipal projects over the 
next five years.”

The $2.5 billion Clean Water Infrastructure 
Act of 2017 designates funding for a variety of 
water quality issues, in addition to the municipal 
infrastructure grants. Last fall, the Legislature 
held hearings to solicit testimony on water infra-
structure challenges affecting public health and 
water quality.

Cuomo’s proposal establishes funding 
streams to address initiatives that include the re-
placement of lead drinking water service lines, 
water quality improvement projects, land acqui-
sition for source water protection, the mitigation 
and remediation of contaminated drinking water, 
municipal wastewater treatment and storm sewer 
system projects, as well as projects involving the 
NYC watershed.

Otis sought a new funding category that was 
included in this year’s act – the $150 million In-
termunicipal Water Infrastructure Grant Program 
– which compliments the original grant program 
by providing additional funds when multiple 
communities submit a joint project.

“I am very excited about providing local 
governments this opportunity to work together 
to receive more funding,” he said. “Now munici-
palities will have the ability to apply jointly for 
the option that is of greatest benefit to local tax-
payers in their respective communities.”

State Budget 
Continued from Page 1

The City of Yonkers and Empire City held 
their first Yonkers Tourism Expo last week at Em-
pire City Casino. Throughout the day, hundreds 
of tristate area residents and representatives from 
the local tourism industry gathered to learn about 
all the tourist attractions available in Yonkers.

“This expo was a great way for Yonkers to 
share its story with the metropolitan area’s tour-
ism industry,” said Mayor Mike Spano. “Yonkers 
is quickly becoming a regional destination and 

this event showed many people in the tristate area 
everything the City of Yonkers has to offer.”

The Yonkers Tourism Alliance was formed 
by Spano and the Yonkers Planning Department 
to connect business owners in the city with lo-
cal entertainment, retail and hospitality industry 
leaders from the surrounding area. By working 
together, the goal of the alliance is to foster growth 
through local businesses while also strengthening 
Yonkers as a regional destination.

Mayor Mike Spano with Rory Dolan.

Costume Beyond owner Zweibon with an assistant.

Hundreds Gather for Tourism 
Expo at Empire City

By Frank Vernuccio Jr., J.D. 
As both Christians and Jews celebrate their 

most vital religious holidays, bigotry within 
academic institutions continues to rise.

College campuses have become breeding 
grounds for anti-Semitism, and some student 
organizations are heavily influenced by groups 
who mask their religious hostility under the 
guise of protesting “Zionism.”  

Anthony Berteaux, writing in “The Tow-
er,” reports: “The campus progressives… 
weren’t only ignoring anti-Semitism and at-
tacks on Jewish identity – they were sometimes 
the ones perpetuating it… it was the progressive 
students… who were the propagators of ancient 
hatreds against the Jewish people.”

Despite engaging in the concept of “safe 
spaces” and fighting against “micro-aggres-
sions” in speech, the left-leaning world of col-
lege campuses has become increasingly hostile 
to Jews.

“The Observer” notes: “Anti-Semitic ac-
tivity on college campuses with the largest 
Jewish undergraduate enrollment drastically in-
creased during the first half of 2016 compared 
to the same time last year, reports anti-Semitism 
watchdog group AMCHA Initiative. After ex-
amining more than 100 public and private col-
leges and universities from January through 
June 2016, the study found 287 anti-Semitic 
incidents occurred at 64 schools, compared to 
198 occurrences that took place during the same 
time last year, reflecting a 45 percent increase. 

“‘The growing problem of campus anti-
Semitism is no doubt a serious threat facing the 
Jewish community,’ warned Tammi Rossman-
Benjamin, AMCHA Initiative director and co-
founder. ‘But this disturbing and dangerous 
spike and the bolder, more brazen methods 
of those perpetrating this hate are particularly 
alarming,’ 

“Suppression of free speech is among the 
more disturbing trends revealed in the study. 
The report cites 14 incidents in which Jewish 
students’ civil rights were violated by suppress-
ing their speech, blocking their movement or 
hindering their assembly. Found on 12 campus-
es, these incidents reflect a significant increase 
from the first half of 2015, in which eight in-

cidents of suppression occurred on seven cam-
puses.” (End of “The Observer” report.”

The College Fix notes that hundreds of 
University of California alumni joined organi-
zations in requesting that UC President Janet 
Napolitano “adopt a number of measures to rein 
in anti-Semitic acts against students… of anti-
religious hate crimes in the United States, the 
vast majority are anti-Jewish, easily outpacing 
anti-Muslim incidents (even in 2001, the year 
of the 9/11 attacks) despite the latter garnering 
more mainstream media coverage… One would 
think that one of the most oppressed peoples 
of all time – Jews – would be revered by pro-
gressives. But Jews have made, and continue to 
make, the “big mistake” – they’ve dare(d), over 
the centuries, to overcome their oppression, dis-
crimination… and even attempted extermina-
tion.”

Michael Lumish, writing in the “Jewish 
Press” notes that “the western progressive-left 
has made a home of itself for malicious anti-
Semitic anti-Zionists… calls for anti-Jewish 
violence tend to be supported not only by other 
progressive-left students, but also by sympa-
thetic university administrators who could hard-
ly care less that students are calling for violence 
against Jews on their very own campuses.”

While anti-Semitism has an unfortunately 
long and bloody history, the version committed 
by Progressives in the U.S. is different. During 
the Obama presidency, a stunning change in 
attitude toward religious freedom – as well as 
other First Amendment rights – became mani-
fest. This change was most clearly expressed in 
a 2016 report by the United States Commission 
on Civil Rights.

Committee Chairman Martin Castro ex-
pressed a clearly hostile attitude toward reli-
gious freedom. In the report, he stated, “The 
phrases ‘religious liberty’ and ‘religious free-
dom’ will stand for nothing except hypocrisy so 
long as they remain code words for discrimi-
nation, intolerance, racism, sexism, homopho-
bia, Islamophobia, Christian supremacy, or any 
form of intolerance.”

Frank Vernuccio serves as editor-in-chief 
of the New York Analysis of Policy and Govern-
ment at usagovpolicy.com. 

Religious Bigotry Increases 
On College Campuses
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Reclaim New York Executive Director 
Brandon Muir recently issued the statements on 
the 2018 New York State budget and key policy 
issues in the spending plan.

“From the start, this budget was built on 
fantasy and broken promises about tax relief and 
spending restraint,” he said. “Now it’s an unaf-
fordable reality for New Yorkers. Albany just 
voted to force more fed-up taxpayers to leave 
our state… No struggling family is going to 
look at this plan, which spends billions more on 
slush funds and failed economic development 
programs, and think that Albany is looking out 
for them. This whole corrupted process, and the 
product of it, are an absolute disgrace. The bud-
get does little for real New Yorkers, and every-
thing for Albany insiders.”

When it comes to ride-sharing companies 
coming to upstate, Muir said: “Finally New 
Yorkers will get access to ridesharing statewide. 
It took long enough. We lost the race by a mile 
to every other state in the country aside from 
Alaska… It’s not going to surprise anyone that 
New York’s version of ridesharing will be uber 
expensive.

“Thanks to Albany’s special-interest wring-
er, this ride-hailing policy is loaded with added 
taxes and massive insurance requirements,” 
he continued. “The millions of New Yorkers 
who will be at the mercy of their counties as to 
whether they continue to have access to ride-
hailing apps, may end up giving this bill a weak 
rating.”

Muir does not favor the governor’s “free” 
college program. 

“It is profoundly disturbing that the State 
Senate leadership would follow the lead of Ber-
nie Sanders and create a massive new college-
tuition entitlement,” he said. “Make no mistake, 
‘Cuomo College’ is the opposite of free. It will 
force struggling middle-class New Yorkers and 
seniors to pay for college tuition for kids from 
families earning as much as $125,000, even in 
areas with a much lower cost of living.  

“New Yorkers will again break the bank to 
pay to indulge the governor’s political fantasies, 
and senators, who should know better, are again 
supporting policy we can’t afford.”

When it comes to economic development, 
Muir said: “After all their talk, the only trans-
parency Albany lawmakers brought to economic 
development programs was more transparent 
payoffs to politically-connected industries, spe-
cial interests, and cronies… It’s disgusting that 
they are doubling down on failed programs that 
have drawn federal indictments, and are breed-
ing grounds for conflicts of interest. The upstate 
regions Albany claims they’re saving will keep 
watching families leave for states that offer 
more opportunity, so Albany insiders pocket 
more taxpayer cash.”

Further, he said the property tax consolida-
tion plan is no good.

“The budget’s shared-services plan is all 
about putting on a show to distract from the fact 
Albany has made New York’s high property 
taxes a crisis through unfunded mandates,” said 
Muir. “It won’t give homeowners crushed by an 
out-of-control tax burden real relief… This isn’t 
the feudal system, the governor is not a monarch 
to whom local officials have to pay homage. 
They report to local taxpayers, and are already 
sharing services in many cases. They don’t need 
an Albany public relations plan, masquerading 
as public policy, getting in the way.”

On ethics reform, he said: “Gov. Cuomo 
and legislators somehow forgot the ethics re-
form, again. They are just lying to our faces 
when they promise to even take basic steps, 

like expanding Freedom of Information Law, 
or making sure the unelected ‘Hunger Games’ 
councilmembers don’t have blatant conflicts of 
interest. Enough is enough, New Yorkers need 
to step up and lead the fight against corruption.

“In the ultimate slap in the face to New 
Yorkers, Albany ignores ethics reforms, and 
votes to add fuel to the culture of corruption 
with hundreds of millions more in taxpayer cash 
for slush funds,” continued Muir. “Lawmakers 
added hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars 
to notorious slush funds. These funds aren’t 
just bad because they’re secretive and wasteful. 
They have been the smoking gun in the high-
profile corruption crimes of Dean Skelos and 
Sheldon Silver.”

Muir said more executive power is needed 
to change the budget.

“Can these guys count? Only Albany law-
makers could reduce their own influence to 
hand more power over New Yorkers’ purses to 
the governor,” he said. “The potential for fed-
eral funding dips hardly compares to the risk of 
putting huge slush funds into the hands of the 
few… If they exercised any discipline over the 
budget at all, there would be no reason to fear 
an October surprise from Washington. Instead, 
the governor can play chicken with D.C., and 
consolidate more power at the same time.”

Regarding union dues being deducted from 
state taxes, he said: “New Yorkers already pay 
more on everything from major construction 
projects to hotel rooms to appease public unions 
that flood Albany’s coffers. It’s impressive law-
makers could even find a new way to make our 
state more expensive for another union give-
away, but here we are.”

On education spending, he added: “The 
governor set the bar at spending $1 billion more 
on an education system that is not getting the 
results New Yorkers deserve. The Legislature 
didn’t hold him accountable for continuing to 
throw good money after bad. No, they upped 
the spending even more, and still ignored a tax 
credit that would improve access to private edu-
cation for students who desperately need better 
options.

“Trying the same spending-first approach 
every year will keep our students receiving the 
same mediocre education. We had the opportu-
nity to empower parents with choice in educa-
tion and instead the Legislature choose to throw 
money at a failing system.”

Lastly, Muir said there are lies circling 
about tax reform.

“The governor and Senate GOP and IDC’s 
spin machines have been in high gear trying to 
convince New Yorkers that this budget backs 
us off of our worst-in-the-nation tax climate. 
It’s a sad joke… They don’t get it. New York-
ers can’t afford the gondolas for the state fair, 
$200 million hiking trails, Hollywood pay-offs, 
and slush funds. We can’t afford a budget that’s 
nearly twice the size of Florida’s when we have 
the same number of people. And we really can’t 
afford a governor and Senate that lies about 
making things better.

“Landmines like the governor’s Internet 
sales tax and some fee increases were luckily 
avoided, but there is little in this budget that 
makes New York more affordable for the aver-
age Joe. Regardless of what the press releases 
say, it’s a sham.”

Reclaim New York is a non-partisan, non-
profit 501(c)3 organization that empowers citi-
zens, through education and civic engagement, 
to make New York a better place to live, work 
and raise a family. Follow the organization on 
Twitter @ReclaimNewYork. 

Dear Editor:
Raising the age of criminal responsibility 

from 16 to 18 was a major sticking point in this 
year’s state budget negotiations. A compromise 
was finally achieved.

As you report on the outcome and impli-
cations of the state budget, please consider in-
cluding the following statement by Westchester 
Children’s Association, the lead agency in West-
chester for the Raise the Age NY campaign.

“As long and as hard as advocates fought 
for Raise the Age legislation, the young people 
who stand to benefit are the ones who fought 
the real fight to get a second chance. And it is 
with those young people in mind that Westches-

ter Children’s Association sends its gratitude to 
all the members of the State Legislature who 
pushed this legislation through. We appreci-
ate the perseverance of young people, clergy, 
the public, and representatives who stood with 
us. And although all of the policy points we 
sought did not make it into the bill, we have a 
solid foundation upon which to build. We look 
forward to working with state and local depart-
ments, agencies and officials to ensure imple-
mentation is effective in helping as many of our 
children, youth and families as possible.”
Joan Grangenois-Thomas
Media consultant, Westchester Children’s 
Association

Op-Ed: Fantasy Budget 
An Unaffordable Reality 

Letters to the Editor

Concordia College has a proven successful 
legacy of empowering adult learners to com-
plete their college degree. With record growth 
and enrollment, the college has announced that 
admission for its accelerated degree program 
is now open to commuter students age 22 and 
older.

“Lowering the age for admission to Adult 
Education’s accelerated degree program from 
25 to 22 reflects today’s typical non-traditional 
college student because they are working full-
time, or have other commitments, and need a 
degree completion program that accommodates 
their busy life-styles and schedules,” said Direc-
tor of Admission for Adult Education Nereida 
Quiles. “These students recognize the need for 

a bachelor degree to develop professionally and 
compete in today’s competitive marketplace.”

Concordia has offered this unique acceler-
ated degree program for 25 years. The program 
allows students to take one course at a time – 
presented over four, five or six weeks – one 
night a week from 6 to 10 p.m. Professors with 
real-world, real-time experience teach in small 
class settings. In addition, students receive a 
customized graduation plan, books on loan, and 
personalized assistance throughout the admis-
sion and financial aid process.

Concordia College is currently accepting 
applications for the program on a rolling admis-
sion basis. For more information, email Nereida.
Quiles@concordia-ny.edu.

Concordia Expands Accelerated 
Degree Program for Adults

IDC Gives $10M to Legal Aid 
Fund to Protect Immigrants 

The Independent Democratic Conference 
recently made the largest commitment to immi-
grant legal aid in New York State history – se-
curing $10 million for services in the 2017-18 
budget.

IDC members worked with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to secure this major fund, which will 
work in conjunction with the Liberty Defense 
Project. 

Immigrant and legal defense groups praised 
the IDC for its steadfast commitment to immi-
grant rights. Funding awards include $4 million 
to the Vera Institute of Justice, $1 million to the 
New York Immigration Coalition, $1 million 
to the Empire Justice Center, $1 million to the 
Northern Manhattan Immigration Coalition for 
Immigrant Rights, $2 million to the Hispanic 
Federation and $1 million to Catholic Charities 
Community Services.

“This is a country built by immigrants and 
we must do everything we can to protect our 
immigrant communities,” said IDC Leader Jeff 
Klein. “These vital funds knock down the fi-
nancial wall immigrants face during deportation 
hearings by providing free legal assistance. The 
Independent Democratic Conference recognized 
the true urgency for funding immigrant legal de-
fense services and delivered to ensure that fami-
lies aren’t torn apart. I want to thank Gov. Cuomo 
on behalf of the IDC for his leadership on this 
critical issue.” 

“Funding immigrant defense initiatives is a 
matter of human dignity that will help keep fami-
lies together,” added State Sen. David Carlucci. 
“These families do not deserve to be targeted un-
fairly and be forced to live in fear as law-abiding 
citizens. I’m glad New York is continuing to 
stand up for the diversity that makes our state 
what it is.” 

This $10 million commitment builds upon 
the IDC’s funding announced last year to the Vera 
Institute of Justice’s New York Immigrant Family 
Unity Project, which provides attorneys to indi-
viduals detained in upstate New York immigra-
tion courts. The program increases the chances 
that immigrants will win their cases by 1,000 per-

cent, said lawmakers. 
The funds will be awarded to immigrant le-

gal services groups through the state’s Office of 
New Americans and will be used for immigrant 
defense services to prevent deportation, green 
card application processing, job assistance and 
other endeavors to advance immigrant rights.

Immigrant groups thanked IDC members 
for providing the critical aid.

“Access to legal assistance can be a game-
changer for immigrant families facing our coun-
try’s changing and challenging immigration and 
legal systems,” said Linda Bennett-Rodriguez, 
senior immigration attorney in the Westchester 
offices of the Empire Justice Center, a statewide 
legal services organization working to secure so-
cial and economic justice for marginalized New 
Yorkers. “We are extremely grateful to the Sen-
ate’s Independent Democratic Conference for 
this support, which will allow us to assist many 
more people who are facing the growing threat of 
deportation at the very same time their rights and 
protections are being eroded.” 

“Factual information and competent assis-
tance for immigrant communities is becoming 
needed more and more across the state,” added 
Monsignor Kevin Sullivan, executive director of 
Catholic Charities Community Services Archdio-
cese of New York. “From legal counsel and work 
authorization to citizenship test preparation, im-
migrants should know that competent and com-
passionate help is available to them. The crucial 
support for this funding from the Independent 
Democratic Conference will ensure that we are 
able to sustain these services to New Yorkers, re-
gardless of their religion or nation of origin.” 

Earlier this year, the IDC launched the Im-
migrant Defense Coalition, also known as sanc-
tuary Senate districts, where each IDC member 
offers assistance to immigrants in their districts. 
The IDC also launched a toll-free hotline, 1-800-
213-6385, for immigrants to call for legal help. 
In addition, IDC members have hosted numerous 
“Know Your Rights” sessions in immigrant com-
munities, with attorneys on hand able to discuss 
immigration concerns and provide guidance.

Rising Newspapers has more than 100 drop locations  
throughout Westchester. To find the location nearest you, visit 

RisingMediaGroup.com. If you are a business who would like to 
have our paper at your location, or you know of a good place, 

e-mail dmurhpy@risingmediagroup.com.



error, noting, “Being friends with him (Zherka) 
was one of my mistakes.” He added that this 
time around he has the support of his dad, who 
was a three-time county executive and former 
chairman of the Westchester Democratic Party; 
Andy Spano has not confirmed the endorse-
ment of his son. 

Eight years ago, David Spano ran to elimi-
nate county government as a Tea Party mem-
ber. Now he says he is a “progressive Demo-
crat” who wants to protect the environment and 
county parks and add to the county budget. 

In 2009, Spano did not obtain enough 
signatures to get on the ballot, and this year 
he may face the same dilemma, as he joins an 
already crowded Democratic field to see who 
gets to take on Astorino in November. 

State Sen. George Latimer, County Legis-

lator Ken Jenkins and Assemblyman Tom Abi-
nanti are all headed to the Westchester Demo-
cratic Convention on May 10, and then on to 
collect signatures heading toward a Democratic 
primary in September for the county’s top seat. 

David Spano has vowed to take his en-
deavor to a Democratic primary, speaking to 
the Journal News and appearing on WVOX 
Radio 1460 with Phil Reisman and Mark Lun-
gariello. 

While it is understood that David Spano 
wants to enter public service and follow in his 
father’s footsteps, he was not able to articu-
late why he should be any party’s nominee for 
county executive. Referring to his experience 
as a 10-year-old campaigning with his dad is 
not enough. Frequently, politics in America 
has become a family business. But so far, Da-
vid Spano’s run for county executive doesn’t 
merit any further discussion until and unless 
he stands with his father who gives his support 
and blessing. 
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The Chaminade Music Club of Yonkers 
will present clarinetist Jonathan Cohen with 
pianist Ari Livne in a delightful program Tues-
day, May 2 at 2 p.m. at the Grinton Will Library 
Yonkers, featuring works by André Messager, 
Sergei Rachmaninov, Francis Poulenc and Bela 
Kovacs

Both artists have impressive resumes that 
include intensive touring and performances in 
major concert venues. Their expanded resumes 
will be included with the program details.

Cohen was born in New Orleans into a mu-
sical family, beginning clarinet lessons with his 
father at the age of 10. 

Johnathan is a third-generation clarinetist 
whose grandfather, Jack Cohen, also a Juilliard 
clarinet graduate, played in many bands and 
orchestras including the Yonkers Philharmonic 
Orchestra for almost 30 years.

Livne, one of three pianists nationwide se-

lected as a Presidential Scholar in the Arts, was 
also a Gold Award winner at the youngARTS 
week sponsored by the National Foundation for 
Advancement in the Arts. His performances at 
Benaroya Hall and the Kennedy Center, as well 
as those with the Seattle Symphony, have been 
met with critical acclaim.

The public is welcome to attend the con-
cert; non-members will be asked for a suggest-
ed $10 contribution to the scholarship fund. The 
audience is invited to meet the artists at a recep-
tion immediately following the concert. 

For more information or directions, call 
the program chairperson at 914-965-5232 or 
Co-Presidents Marcia Klein at 914-631-6674 or 
Judith Skoog at 914-948-6775. 

The annual competition for high school 
musicians will take place in the late morning 
May 16 at the Will Library. It is open to our 
members.

Artists who are interested in exhibiting at the 
Harrison Public Library for approximately one 
month during 2018 are invited to submit samples 
of their artwork for review by a Juried Art Com-
mittee sponsored by the Harrison Council for the 
Arts.

Eleven artists will be awarded one-person 
shows by a jury, with three alternate artists chosen 
as well, should unexpected circumstances prevent 
artists from exhibiting according to schedule. 
Group shows featuring two, three or four per-
sons will also be considered, providing these art-
ists register and submit work together. For group 
shows, all entrants must be chosen.

If you are interested in competing for one of 

these shows, bring samples to the Harrison Public 
Library’s Halperin Building, 2 Bruce Ave., on Fri-
day, May 19 between 9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. All 
artists must pick up their samples Saturday, May 
20 between noon and 4:30 p.m.

Two-dimensional art only is eligible and the 
samples must be in the form of two different piec-
es of the actual art (preferably framed), 12 copies 
of the artist’s work either in the form of 35-mille-
meter slides or photos or prints (all different/rep-
resentational of the artist’s work), and a resume.

For more information, visit harrisonpl.org 
or contact Connie Perrotta at 914-315-1922 or 
cpcpone@yahoo.com; or Dan Briem at 914-835-
0324 or dbriem@wlsmail.org.

The White Plains Historical Society will 
honor Christine Roithmayr as its 2017 “Citizen 
Extraordinaire” at its annual dinner Thursday, 
May 4 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Woman’s Club of 
White Plains, in the C.V. Rich Mansion at 305 
Ridgeway. Assemblyman David Buchwald will 
introduce Roithmayr at the awards ceremony. 

Roithmayr is being acknowledged for 
her outstanding work for the March of Dimes 
Birth Defects Foundation, as well as her chari-
table work as president of the Woman’s Club 
of White Plains Foundation, her leadership of 
the “100 Acts of Kindness” volunteer projects, 
and many other contributions in support of the 
White Plains community.

“We’re glad to have this opportunity to rec-

ognize Ms. Roithmayr, who has devoted a life-
time of positive, unselfish giving to our entire 
community and greater area,” said White Plains 
Historical Society President John Vorperian.

The event will also have a multi-media 
presentation, “Theodore and Franklin, New 
York’s Royal Family – the Roosevelts,” by St. 
John’s University professor Howard Ehrlich. A 
past director of the Theodore Roosevelt Asso-
ciation, Ehrlich has been directly involved with 
Sagamore Hill, the historic Long Island home 
of Theodore Roosevelt.

Catering will be provided by Caperberry 
Events of White Plains. Tickets to the event 
may be purchased at www.whiteplainshistory.
org.  

The next meeting of the Woman’s Club of 
Mamaroneck will be held Tuesday, May 2 at 
7:30 p.m. at the clubhouse, 504 Cortlandt Ave. 
The speaker will be a psychotherapist, who will 

present a program on mental health issues. New 
members are always welcome. If interested in 
joining the club, leave a message at 914-698-
9749.

Chaminade Music Club 
To Present May Concert

Harrison Library 
Seeking Artists 

WP Historical Society 
Honors Christine Roithmayr

Woman’s Club Meets

sents Yorktown, Somers and New Castle. 
Perez, who represents southwest Yonkers in 

District 17, has been a target of Democrats for the 
past two county elections, and will be again this 
year. Running against Perez this year in a Dem-
ocratic primary is community activist London 
Reyes, who made his announcement last week, 
touching on many of the Westchester Democratic 
talking points. 

Reyes made it official last week that he’s run-
ning for Westchester County Legislature. He will 
be seeking to unseat incumbent Republican-sup-
porting Virginia Perez, who is officially registered 
as a Democrat in Yonkers. (Registered Democrats 
overwhelmingly outnumber Republicans in the 
17th District.)

Reyes said he expected a large Democratic 
turnout this year, after the election of President 
Donald Trump last year sparked engagement in lo-
cal Yonkers government from some southwest city 
residents who might have sat on the sidelines in 
previous county legislative races. Reyes also criti-
cized Perez’ voting with Kaplowitz and the other 
Republicans on the county board, saying it has cut 
services to children and families in southwest Yon-
kers.

The Democrats outnumber Republicans on 
the BOL, but Perez’ conferencing and voting with 
Republicans gives them and County Executive 
Robert Astorino control over what services are de-
livered to southwest Yonkers.

Reyes said, if elected, he will see the residents 
of southwest Yonkers get a seat at the county fund-
ing table.

Reyes is a highly-respected community ac-
tivist and the co-founder of the AAA All-Stars, a 
nonprofit that provides academic, athletic and art 
support for underserved youth in Yonkers. The 
popular program provides a road map for partici-
pants to go on to college and become better-round-
ed individuals.

When asked why he wanted to get involved 
in politics, he responded: “Year after year our par-
ents and community are given the short end of the 
stick when it comes to equal opportunities. The 
southwest side of Yonkers is filled with so much 
potential, yet they are constantly neglected and 
their voices are muted.”

Reyes has made a career out of being a mega-
phone for the youth. He seeks to alter the meaning 
of politics by being their champion in the political 
arena, where their voices are often left silent. He 
said he wants to ensure there is no longer discon-
nect between the views of the masses and the poli-
cies implemented in the city and county.  

“Youth services are the highest priority fol-
lowed by quality of life issues,” said Reyes. “We 
need someone in office that is connected to the 
people and doesn’t just show up during election 
season or for political career advancement.”

Known as The King of Nodine Hill, Reyes 
strives to give a voice to those that lack representa-
tion. He has backed his community for years and 
we expect to see it reciprocated at his campaign 
kick-off event scheduled Sunday, April 23 from 4 
to 8 p.m. at The Raquet Club of Park Hill, 253 Van 
Cortlandt Par Ave.

While Reyes is expected to run a non-tradi-
tional campaign against Perez in the Democratic 
primary, Perez is expected to continue to do what 
got her elected three times in southwest Yonkers 
to represent the Latino majority that lives in this 
district on the County Board. 

Perez has always been an active campaigner 
and has started already to make sure residents in 
the district know that she wants their vote. Add-
ing another dynamic to this race is the feud and 
alliance between Perez and former Yonkers City 
Councilman Wilson Terrero on one side, and 
Reyes and Yonkers City Councilwoman Corazon 
Pineda-Isaac on the other. All four are Democrats 
and Latinos, fighting to see who will represent this 
important part of the City of Yonkers. 

Republican Legislator Sheila Marcotte, like 
Perez, has always been the target of county Demo-
crats seeking to knock out the working coalition 
on the BOL. Marcotte has represented the 10th 
District, which includes Eastchester, Tuckahoe 

and parts of New Rochelle since 2010. Three times 
Marcotte has been challenged, and three times she 
has won general elections, in 2011, 2013 and 2015. 

This year, Marcotte’s challenger will be New 
Rochelle Democrat and library trustee Damon Ma-
her, who is a 23-year resident of New Rochelle, 
and an attorney and partner in the Manhattan law 
firm of Levy Davis and Maher.

Maher has been elected twice to the New Ro-
chelle Library Board, but never to higher office. 
He is also a member of the New Rochelle Bar As-
sociation Board. While Reyes will go after Perez 
for her allegiance with Republicans on the BOL, 
Maher will take another tactic – to link Marcotte 
and Astorino to Trump. 

“I think it’s a good year to challenge the alt-
right agenda, and I think people are energized in 
view of what happened in the national election,” 
said Maher in a recent published media interview. 
“To have Trump allies and enablers governing us 
in this county, in the district, in the office of county 
executive is just unacceptable to me and people I 
know.”

Maher will campaign on no more gun shows 
at the County Center, affordable housing, protect-
ing the immigrant population, and stopping “pho-
ny county budgets” – another way to say he favors 
additional county property taxes to pay for addi-
tional county services. 

Maher will also have to get tech-savvy quick-
ly. The 61-year-old said he doesn’t have a Face-
book account and rarely uses social media. “I’ve 
never had a Facebook account; I’ve never blogged, 
Tweeted, whatever,” she said. “My young consul-
tants tell me I have to do all those things.”

Maher is expected to get the Democratic en-
dorsement at the county convention May 10. 

For seven years, Astorino and Marcotte have 
voted for county budgets that have not increased 
spending and have not increased the county prop-
erty tax levy. Democrats have argued, and will 
argue this year, that those seven 0 percent budget 
increases have negatively affected county services. 

Whoever wins this argument, for no new 
taxes or for more funding for county services, 
will likely win the election and take control of the 
county board. Marcotte, who won her last re-elec-
tion by defeating Haina Just-Michael by a 52 to 
48 percent margin, said, “I would like to welcome 
Damon Maher to the upcoming county legislative 
race for District 10 and very much look forward 
to discussing the many county issues facing West-
chester residents.”

One other county board race to note is in the 
seventh district, representing the sound shore com-
munities of Rye, Larchmont, Mamaroneck, and 
parts of Harrison and New Rochelle. Incumbent 
Democrat Catherine Parker could face a challenge 
from Republican Norm Rosenblum. 

Rosenblum, who has served as mayor of 
Mamaroneck for the past seven years, winning 
election and re-election four times, has been ap-
proached by county Republicans to run against 
Parker. Rosenblum will have to decide whether to 
continue to serve in Mamaroneck, where he has 
been re-elected in a Democratic village, or whether 
to challenge Parker for a county board seat that has 
been occupied by a Democrat for decades, dating 
back to Latimer in the 1980s. 

Parker has represented the seventh district 
since her win in 2013.

Damon Maher, a candidate for the Board of 
Legislators, District 10

County Board 
Continued from Page 1

This year’s Great Saw Mill River Cleanup is 
a true community partnership between businesses, 
government and citizens. Local businesses have 
stepped up as sponsors, ensuring the continuation 
of not only this cleanup, but also monthly “Free-
A-Tree” vine clearings throughout the winter and 
the creation of new recreation areas along the 
river near the Saw Mill Parkway North Farragut 
Avenue exit in Hastings. 

Lead sponsors are Rivertowns Square, the 
Danforth Apartments, Ginsburg Development 
and, new at Rivertowns Square, Chopt and iPic 
Theaters. Other key sponsors include Yonkers 
Tennis Center, Saw Mill Auto and San Signs. 
Many local companies are sending groups to vol-
unteer, along with civic and school groups. Local 
and state agencies are taking care of hauling away 
the trash from each of the sites.

Over the years, hundreds of volunteers have 
taken part in this event, and have significantly im-
proved the look and health of the river. Last year 
alone more than 7,000 pounds of trash were re-
moved from the river. 

“The Great Saw Mill River Cleanup is a great 
way to get the community together to make a no-
ticeable change in the neighborhoods we love,” 

said Nathan Hunter, director of healthy communi-
ties at Groundwork Hudson Valley.

This year’s sites include Van der Donck Park 
at the Daylighting in Yonkers, Walsh Road and 
War Memorial Field in Yonkers, Hearst Street in 
Yonkers along the South County Trailway, Law-
rence Street in Ardsley along the South County 
Trailway, Bridge Street Plaza in Ardsley, Farragut 
Avenue in Hastings along the South County Trail-
way, and Woodlands Lake in Irvington along the 
South County Trailway. 

Groundwork will provide tools, gloves and 
supplies. Participants should bring water and wear 
long sleeves, long pants and close-toed shoes. To 
register or to get more information on the sites, 
email Nathan Hunter at Nathan@groundworkhv.
org, call 914-375-2151, or visit www.eventbrite.
com/o/groundwork-hudson-valleys-great-saw-
mill-river-cleanup-438918069. Registration is 
not required.

Groundwork Hudson Valley is an environ-
mental non-profit that works with communities 
in the region to provide on-the-ground, grass-
roots initiatives that make spaces more livable 
and engaging. Signature programs include the 
Science Barge, Saw Mill River Coalition, Free-
A-Tree vine-cutting, the Saw Mill River daylight-
ing, Green Team summer employment program, 
Citizen Farmers, the Get Fresh Yonkers Farmers’ 
Market and the Yonkers Greenway.  

This Earth
Continued from Page 1

The Other 
Continued from Page 1

dessert tradition at all holiday meals we enjoy 
with my cousins. Georgette served it with fresh 
whipped cream and fruit, but the cake was so 
good it didn’t need accompaniments.

Chocolate-covered macaroons have be-
come insanely expensive. Unless they are su-
per fresh they, for lack of a better word, lose 
their “deliciousness.” We bought chocolate 
drenched macaroons from Whole Foods that 
were not only much cheaper than the bakeries, 
but were so good they were quickly devoured 
by those in attendance at the Seder. If you want 
a good chocolate-covered (drenched) maca-
roon (note they are not kosher for Passover), 
get yourself over to Whole Foods. You don’t 
have to be Jewish to eat macaroons. You can’t 
compare them to the ones in the can, the ones 
at the bakery or the French “macaroooons” 
sold at the mall.

As for potholes, many of you have been 
writing to tell me the streets of Yonkers and 

Westchester County are like traveling over 
the craters on moon, or similar to the holes in 
Swiss cheese. The Yonkers website says to call 
the city to report potholes, but that’s not going 
to get you reimbursed for your flat tire or dam-
age to your car. You need to report the pothole 
in writing, return receipt requested, prior to an 
accident occurring. It’s kind of a joke. Even In-
ternet reporting requirements are not putting 
the city or other jurisdiction on notice that a 
pothole exists. 

If you can prove reimbursement for dam-
age to your car done by the potholes on Yon-
kers streets, I will treat you to Burger King’s 
99-cents-for-three-pancakes deal, and coffee. 
After Passover, of course. 

Whether you are searching for the Pass-
over afikoman or Easter eggs, I wish you and 
your families a joyous Passover and Easter. 

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@aol.
com and follow him on Twitter @ericyonkers. 
Catch the Westchester Rising Radio Show fea-
turing Dan Murphy and Eric Schoen on Thurs-
days at 10 a.m. on WVOX 1460 on the A.M. 
dial or on the Internet at wvox.com.

Matzah Balls
Continued from Page 3



  Friday, April 21, 2017 - WESTCHESTER’S MOST INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPERS - PAGE 11

The Reformed Church of Cortlandville as it looks today, left, and the first church that existed on the site, right.

The Reformed Church of Cortlandtown in 
Montrose will celebrate 300 years in the com-
munity with special events, worship services 
and musical festivals for all ages. To celebrate 
this remarkable milestone, community mem-
bers are welcome to attend a candlelight ser-
vice Friday, April 21 at 7 p.m., an anniversary 
worship service Sunday, April 23 at 10 a.m., or 
join the congregation for a musical journey and 
discover what 300 years of music sounds like 
at the Tri-centennial Music Festival on May 7 
at 3 p.m.

The documented history of this local 
church dates back to April 21, 1717, when a list 

of communicants was recorded as constituting 
the Dutch Reformed congregation of Van Cort-
landt Manor. This marked the beginning for the 
Reformed Church of Cortlandtown that stands 
today. 

In the early years of settlement, the local 
congregants of Van Cortlandt Manor were as-
sociated with the historic Old Dutch Church 
of Sleepy Hollow. In 1717, they established 
their own presence and constructed a church 
on Montrose Point. This church burned down 
during the Civil War and a new church was 
constructed on the current Albany Post Road 
site, where they worshiped until 1969, when 

the congregation voted to erect a new church 
building.  

The first worship service was held at what 
congregant William Bailey (of the famous 
Ringling Brothers) called “the little white 
church on the hill” in his poem “The Village 
Church,” written March 28, 1971. Worship 
services continue for many local worshipers in 
that same sanctuary today.

“We are excited to welcome our neighbors 
and invite the community to help the Reformed 
Church of Cortlandtown celebrate such an im-
portant and historic milestone,” said Jill Davis, 
publicity coordinator for the church. “To reach 

300 years of service in the community is an 
incredible journey and we are grateful for the 
support we have gotten through the years.” 

In addition to the special events being held 
for the 300th anniversary, there are many ways 
the community is invited to participate and 
support the RCC as they celebrate this mile-
stone anniversary. Community members can 
purchase a brick for the commemorative prayer 
garden, buy a raffle ticket for a chance to win a 
handmade quilt, or purchase a “Now and Then” 
cookbook.  

For more information on any of these 
events, contact the church at 914-737-6482.

Montrose Church Celebrates 300-Year Anniversary

From left are members of the New Rochelle Chamber of Commerce, including (front row) Nick Williams of St. Katherine LLP, Anthony Hammel of ELD Properties, Andrew Rossi, William Ham-
mel, Celine Rossi of The Lombardi, Lou Iacopetta of LJI Management, Robert Fonte of Tri Font Realty, Ciro Chechile of CAC Realty, President of the Board Frank Miceli, (back row) Seth Pin-
ski of RXR Realty, William Hammel, Anup Misra of East and Hudson Real Estate, Mark Fonte, Commissioner of Development Luiz Aragon for the City of New Rochelle, and Frank Chechile. 

Photo by Susan Nagib.
By DeVante Spalding

The New Rochelle Chamber of Com-
merce hosted its annual dinner-dance March 
23 at Beckwith Pointe, where several members 
of the New Rochelle and Westchester commu-
nity-at-large nominated and honored for their 
contributions to the development of New Ro-
chelle. Among the honorees of the night was 
Luiz Aragon who presented on the develop-
ment plans.  

Skyline sponsors of the event included 
New Rochelle Chamber members Cuddy and 
Feder LLP., PS&S Architecture and Engineer-
ing, The Radisson Hotel, Brock Development 
Corporation, and NoMa Social. 

All of the honorees are instrumental to the 
re-sculpting of the future New Rochelle sky-
line, working on monumental development 
projects throughout the city. Those honored 

included Seth Penske and Sean McLean of the 
combined RDRXR, who already had a ground-
breaking ceremony back in October. The other 
awards were given to the “captains of con-
struction” for individual buildings that are in 
the rendering phase at this point. Each builder 
came with poster display of their building ren-
derings for attendees to view. 

Honorees including Frank and Ciro 
Chechile of CAC realty group who are devel-
oping The Huguenot, a 60-unit multi-family 
building at 387 Huguenot St., which should 
be completed by 2018; Mark, Robert and Wil-
liam Fonte of TriFont Realty, who developed 
The Anderson Apartments completed in 2016; 
Anup Misra and Stanley Conway of East and 
Hudson real estate; Megalith Capital Manage-
ment; Ralph Rossi of RMA Development, 
who built the Lombardi;  Nick Williams of St. 

Katherine LLP; Anthony and William Hammel 
of ELD properties, who are building the Ham-
mel and the Millennia; and Lou Iacopetta of 
the Quintessential Land Development, who is 
building the Craft building, which will be the 
first significant rental building available to that 
market area in more than 100 years.

In addition, several local officials includ-
ing Mayor Noam Bramson of New Rochelle, 
Westchester County Legislator Jim Maisano, 
State Sen. George Latimer, Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin, Assemblyman Steve Otis, New 
Rochelle City Manager Chuck Strome, and 
City Councilmen Albert Tarantino and  Ivar 
Hyden. Among the attendees were New Ro-
chelle’s many respected business owners, as 
well as the honorees and their families. 

“To see this many visionaries in one room, 
possibly meeting for the first time, is exactly 

what the chamber wanted to achieve,” said Rob 
Hayes, vice president of the Chamber. “Having 
them all in one room with one common goal – 
the advancement of New Rochelle.” 

The dinner-dance served as an opportuni-
ty for many local business owners and officials 
to mingle and celebrate the many successes 
accomplished in recent history, and the many 
they look forward to in the foreseeable future.

Nearly 200 guests attended the event, 
which comprised of networking, a dinner on 
the Long Island Sound, and closed out the 
night with a bit of dancing. Chamber Execu-
tive Director Bob Marrone served as the emcee 
for the evening. 

This particular event may be considered 
as very memorable because it was one of the 
last major events to be hosted by Beckwith 
Pointe before its closing for development.

New Rochelle Chamber Honors Those Sculpting the Skyline

A new record jackpot is looming very, 
very large at Empire City Casino in Yonkers. 
As of April 10, the Wheel of Fortune life-
changing jackpot soared to $1.5 million – a 
record in waiting! 

The all-time Empire City and New York 
racetrack casino jackpot will eclipse the pre-
vious record hit by Howard Gershowitz of 
Suffolk County, L.I., which was won in Oc-
tober 2015.

This record-breaker is ripe again for win-
ning and is only available on two Wheel of 
Fortune slots at Empire City Casino. Who will 
be the next Howard G.?

The Wheel of Fortune Triple Star slot 

machine is one of the most popular slot ma-
chines in the world. There have been many 
television show-themed slots that have at-
tempted to bring the action from the screen 
to the slot world, but none have succeeded in 
the dazzling style of Wheel of Fortune, which 
has captivated gamblers for years with high 
jackpots and spinning money wheels.

At the time of this writing, six-figure 
jackpots at Empire City range from just over 
$100,000 to more than $1.5 million on slots 
with minimum bets from 1 cent to $10. To be 
eligible to win the top jackpot, a player must 
make the maximum bet on the machine. But, 
hey, you have to be in it to win it!

Record $1.5M Jackpot Up 
For Grabs at Empire City 

“Spin the wheel” at Empire City Casino to try and win the record-breaking jackpot!



The Ukrainian Village Voices.

Welcome spring at Pelham Art Center with 
a concert of Ukrainian village-style polyphony 
featuring the Ukrainian Village Voices, and after-
ward watch a demonstration of pysanky, or Ukrai-
nian egg decorating, Saturday, April 22 from 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m.

Decorate your own wooden egg in this 
hands-on workshop, which is part of Pelham Art 
Center’s folk arts series and is free and open to 
the public.

Ukrainian Village Voices is a culturally di-
verse group of folk singers and community or-
ganizers, uniting members of the Ukrainian and 
the larger folk music communities. Activity and 

membership is largely based in the New York 
City-metropolitan area including the mid-Hudson 
region. Since 2013, the ensemble has performed 
for various audiences in the U.S. and Canada, in 
venues ranging from folk music and seasonal fes-
tivals to museums, theaters and libraries, to street, 
radio and webcast concerts.

Pysanky (decorated Easter eggs) are a Ukrai-
nian folk art and a traditional part of spring and 
Easter celebrations. Eggs are covered in intricate 
folk motifs and designs using a written-wax batik 
method. Using a special stylus, molten beeswax 
is drawn onto the egg in designs, and then the egg 
is dipped into dyes – leaving the areas covered in 
wax preserved and white, creating a relief design 
on the egg. 

Pysanky are symbols of rebirth associated 
with spring and the Christian celebration of Eas-
ter.

Artist Laryssa Czebiniak remembers making 
her very fi rst pysanka at age 5. She has led Ukrai-
nian Easter egg-decorating parties, demonstra-
tions and workshops in the NYC area since 2007.
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Artists from the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Senior Center who will be featured at the Larch-
mont library’s 45th annual art show.

The Larchmont Public Library will present 
the 45th anniversary exhibit of artworks by art 
students next month at the Larchmont-Mama-
roneck Senior Center. The exhibit will be on dis-
play in the Oresman Gallery from May 2 through 
30, and is free and open to everyone during nor-
mal library hours.

There will be an artists’ reception Saturday, 
May 6 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

The exhibit, featuring the works of seniors 
attending the art class led by artist and instructor 
Patricia Sutherland, will include work from every 
medium, including oils, watercolor, acrylic, pas-
tels and graphic pencil. Featured artists are Linea 
App, Ann Belota, Barbara Datino, Mary English, 
Barbara Fix, Barbara Girardi, Virginia Janaros, 
Ruchama Schechter, Don Levin, John Maggard, 
Vasha Mehta, Patricia Miner-Sutherland (instruc-
tor), Ralph Pallotta, Norma Perciasepe, Robert 
Polstein, Terry Price, Soledad Sambrano and Vin-
cenzo Sperandio.

The Larchmont-Mamaroneck Senior Cen-

ter offers art instruction throughout the year on 
Wednesdays at the VFW Post, 1288 Boston Post 
Road, Mamaroneck.

Artist and instructor Minor-Sutherland has 
been teaching art at the Larchmont-Mamaroneck 
Senior Center for and unprecedented 45 years. 
She is a full-time artist and has had her paintings 
exhibited in the Museum of Colorado, Medici 
Center for the Arts in Philadelphia, The Kentucky 
Derby Museum in Louisville, the Biennial Invi-
tational Museum of Contemporary Art in New 
York, and many others. She is a founding member 
of the Reilly League of Artists in White Plains.

Information about the art classes available 
at the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Senior Center is 
available by contacting the Center at 834-8840, 
or online at http://www.townofmamaroneck.org/
community_services/senior_center.html.

For more information about the exhibit, visit 
the library online at www.larchmontlibrary.org. 
Please call or visit the library online for exhibit 
hours.

Annual Seniors Art Exhibit 
Opens in Larchmont 

Experience Ukrainian 
Spring Traditions

Versatile plants that provide food and shelter 
for birds, butterfl ies and bees and add splendor to 
the landscape will take center stage at The Native 
Plant Center’s 18th annual native plant sale Satur-
day, April 29 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Westchester 
Community College in Valhalla. Admission to the 
annual event is free.

“Native plants are special and are sought out 
by more people each year,” said Carol Capobianco, 
director of The Native Plant Center. “The sale con-
tinues to grow as gardeners recognize the wildlife 
value and beauty of native plants.” 

Pollinator magnets, monarch butterfl y host 
plants, and hummingbird- and songbird-friendly 
species will be for sale, including mountain mint 
(Pycnanthemum spp.), milkweed (Asclepias spp.), 
trumpet honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens), and 
blueberry (Vaccinium spp.). In total, more than 100 
plant species and varieties and more than 3,000 
plants will be available. 

The Native Plant Center’s two “plant of the 
year” picks for 2017 will be for sale. The Native 
Woody of the Year, spicebush (Lindera benzoin), 
is a deciduous shrub whose fragrant yellow fl owers 
in early spring provide color to awakening wood-
lands, whose red fruit attracts birds, and whose 
aromatic leaves turn yellow in fall. The masses of 
lavender-pink fl owers of wild geranium (Geranium 
maculatum), the Native Perennial of the Year, at-
tract pollinators to the shade garden; the seeds are 

eaten by birds and mammals.
Also offered at the sale will be enduring 

garden favorites such as phlox (Phlox spp.), cor-
albells (Heuchera spp.) and asters (Symphyotri-
chum spp.), as well as beautiful grasses, ferns and 
shrubs. Always offered, too, are a few surprises not 
easily found elsewhere. 

Native plant specialists will be on hand 
throughout the sale to answer questions and as-
sist gardeners in choosing great options for their 
sites. 

The sale is located on Westchester Commu-
nity College’s main campus, 75 Grasslands Road, 
Valhalla. Sale attendees should enter the East 
Grasslands Entrance and park in lot number one. 
Volunteers are needed to prepare for the sale and to 
assist on sale day itself. Those interested in volun-
teering, or those seeking further information about 
the sale, should visit online at nativeplantcenter.
org, email wcc.nativeplant@sunywcc.org or call 
914-606-7870. 

The Native Plant Center was established 
in 1998 as the fi rst national affi liate of the Lady 
Bird Johnson Wildfl ower Center in Austin, Texas. 
The Native Plant Center maintains demonstration 
gardens and educates the public about the envi-
ronmental necessity, economic value, and natural 
beauty of native plants through conferences, fi eld 
trips, and classes in its Go Native U continuing 
education program. 

Native Plant Center Hosts 
Annual Native Plant Sale 

Although he was a suburban husband and 
father, living a far different life than the “Wolf of 
Wall Street,” Michael Kimelman had a good run 
as cofounder of a successful hedge fund. But it all 
came crashing down in the wee hours of Nov. 5, 
2009, when the feds showed up at his door – al-
most taking the door off its hinges.

On Sunday, May 7 at 4 p.m. at the Larchmont 
Library, join Kimelman for a reading from his ex-
plosive new book “Confessions of a Wall Street 
Insider: A Cautionary Tale of Rats, Feds and Bank-
sters” (Skyhorse Publishing, March 2017). Re-
freshments will be available beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Kimelman had left a cushy yet suffocating 
job at a law fi rm to try his hand at the high-risk 
life of a proprietary trader – and he did pretty well 
for himself. But while his wife and children were 
sequestered to a bedroom, Kimelman was marched 
off in embarrassment in view of his neighbors and 
television crews who had been alerted in advance. 
He was arrested as part of a huge insider trading 
case, and while he was offered a “sweetheart” no-
jail probation plea, he refused, maintaining his in-
nocence.

The lion’s share of “Confessions of a Wall 
Street Insider” was written while Kimelman was 
an inmate at Lewisburg Penitentiary, a high-secu-
rity federal prison in Lewisburg, Pa. For nearly two 
years behind bars, he refl ected on his experiences 
before incarceration – rubbing elbows and throw-
ing back far too many cocktails with fi nancial ti-
tans and major fi gures in sports and entertainment 
(including Leonardo DiCaprio, Alex Rodriguez, 
Ben Bernanke and Alan Greenspan, to drop a few 

names), making and losing hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in daily gambles on the street, and get-
ting involved with the wrong people – who eventu-
ally turned on him – then realizing that none of that 
mattered in the end.

As he writes: “Stripped of family, friends, 
time and humanity, if there’s ever a place to give 
one pause, it’s prison… Tomorrow is promised to 
no one.” 

In “Confessions of a Wall Street Insider,” he 
reveals the triumphs, pains and struggles, and how 
– in the end – it just might have made him a better 
person.

This event is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Larchmont Public Library. For information, visit 
friendsofl archmontlibrary.org.

Michael Kimelman and his new book.

‘Th e Wolf of Wall Street’ 
Comes to Larchmont Library 


