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Could N.Y. Feel the Bern?

I'm asking young people to be
leaders in this country. Help us
create a nation where every person
realizes their full promise of equality.
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By Dan Murphy

Westchester County is Hillary Country, if
you believe all of the elected o cials and union
leader and womens organizations  who rallied
around her last run for the presidency in 2016.
Hillarys hometown factor is also playing a role
in polling, the latest of which has her with a 52 to
37 percent edge on Bernie Sanders, her Democrat-
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ic opponent.

In 2008, Clinton, a U.S. senator from New
York, defeated U.S. Sen. Barack Obama by 17
points in the N.Y. primary. is year, Hillary is up
15 in the Empire State to Sanders, and the race is
narrowing with every day and every poll.

On the Republican side of the presidential
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Earth Day Activities
Abound In Westchester

Earth Day activities in Westchester will include cleaning up areas around the county’s
waterways.

The Greenburgh Nature Center’s Earth Day-Arbor Day celebration includes tree plantings
with State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins and area children.

Earth Day will be celebrated across the
country next Friday, April 22. But Westchester
Earth Day green events will begin early.

e Greenburgh Nature Center will be
holding its annual Earth Day and Arbor Day
Celebration on Sunday, April 17 from 11 a.m. to
4p.m. isyear, the nature center has designed a
program focused on enabling event participants
to fully explore, discover and connect with the
natural world.

Spend the day at Greenburgh Nature Cen-
ters 33-acre urban oasis to kick o  Earth Week
(April 17 to 24) and the spring season. Partici-
pants can learn about composting, hydroponics
and the importance of bees. ey can also vol-
unteer to help renew the nature center grounds
through invasives removal, trail work and ower
planting.

Visitors will hear about green energy op-
tions with Green Mountain Energy, and solar-
izing homes and businesses from SolarCity.
Refreshments will be available for purchase

through California Pizza Kitchen. e Hudson
Valley-based band Solar Punch will be perform-
ing original music using solar-powered instru-
ments and provide samples of food prepared us-
ing solar cooking technology.

In partnership with Sustainable West-
chester and Green Ossining, Greenburgh Na-
ture Center is 0 ering a variety of composters
and rain barrels for advanced purchase to help
people get started on composting at home. Also,
join Deputy Commissioner of the Department
of Community Development and Conserva-
tion Aaron Schmidt, State Sen. Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and fellow community members in a
tree-planting ceremony to commemorate Arbor
Day as an expression of the nature centers com-
mitment to supporting the towns membership
as a Tree City USA.

Earth Day is a chance for us to join togeth-
er as a community to deepen our understand-
ing, ability and commitment to live more gently
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A Special Election for
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County Executive Rob Astorino celebrates The Fest for Beatles Fans, which will be held this
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weekend at the Rye Brook Hilton.

By Dan Murphy

Rumors continue to swirl that County Execu-
tive Rob Astorino is interested in a television posi-
tion at Fox. Last month we ran the story based on
two di erent sources based in Westchester and in
Fox TV.

More recent rumblings have Astorino leav-
ing sooner rather than later for the Fox gig. Heres
why a departure to cable wont happen in the near
future, according to several Westchester Republi-
cans:

New York State election law on special elec-
tions states, A vacancy occurring before Sept. 20
of any year inany o ce authorizedtobe lledata
general election, except in the o ces of governor
or lieutenant governor, shall be lled at the gen-
eral election held next therea er, unless otherwise

provided by the Constitution, or unless previously
lled at a special election.

Also, A vacancy occurring by the expiration
of term at the end of an even-numbered year in an
0 ce which may not under the provisions of the
Constitution be lled for a full term at the general
election held prior to the expiration of such term,
shall be lled at said general election for a term
ending with the commencement of the political
year next succeeding the rst general election at
which said o ce can be lled by election for a full
term.

e Westchester County Charter states that
the Board of Legislators must call a special elec-
tion to be held no later than 90 days a er the va-

cancy, if the vacancy occurs at least nine months
Continued on Page 8

IS, TOO, IS a
Letter to Hillary

Hillary Clinton at SUNY Purchase last week.

By Eric W. Schoen
Dear Secretary/Senator/Neighbor Hillary:
Boy oh boy would I like to see a woman as
president of these great United States! Lets face it,
the men have done a good job of screwing things
up.

A woman from Westchester a woman who

marches in her local community parade! You prob-
ably havent spent a lot of time in your Chappaqua
abode lately, as your campaign takes you all over
our country, but it would be nice to have a presi-
dent who knows Westchester County.  ings like
White Plains, the Saw Mill River Parkway, Crab-
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Teachers Union Fails
To Stop Charter Schools

By Dan Murphy

New Yorks charter schools got the support of
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and the State Legislature in
next year s budget.

According to Politico, Overall charter school
advocates got a pretty good deal in this budget.
While the funding formula remains frozen until
it automatically unfreezes next year, charters still
get (an additional) $54 million to be allocated to
all charters (not just big networks) starting next
academic year.  at $54 million essentially means
charters are getting a $430 per-pupil boost  which
is, ironically, a larger sum than the sector would
have gotten if the formula unfroze this year. e
2014 rental assistance law  a huge boost to large
and growing charter networks in particular  has
been permanently extended.

e other, more troubling issue from char-
ter school supporters is that the national teachers
union, the United Federation of Teachers, pro-
posed legislation that would have penalized char-
ters for not meeting certain enrollment targets,
and attempted to pass a provision about oversight
power in pre-kindergarten programs in charters.
Both initiatives failed and were not a part of the
budget.

But some see the e ort of the UFT as illogi-
cal because some teachers in charter schools are
members of the New York State branch of the
union, including in the Charter School of Educa-
tional Excellence in Yonkers.

Dr. Edwardo LaGuerre is founder and chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of the Charter School
of Educational Excellence in Yonkers, which was
one of only 11 charter schools out of 280 that were
named Reward Schools by the State Education De-
partment. Reward School designations are given
to schools that have made the most progress and/
or schools that have the highest achievement in the
state.

I was in Albany trying to get additional fund-
ing to pay for our teachers, who are dues-paying
members of the Yonkers Federation of Teachers.
But the YFT was lobbying against our teachers and
their own union members, saying we are dumping
kids into the public schools, he said.

Its shocking they would take the stance that
public schools are the panacea of education, when
our charter school was named the only Reward
School in Yonkers, and its the height of hypocrisy
to take a stance against funds, when those funds
would go the very teachers they represent, con-
tinued LaGuerra. We got the governor to hold

rm and the budget included additional funding
for the charter schools and our teachers | believe
are underpaid.

NYSUT President Michael Mulgrew wrote
an op-ed that points to the opposition to charter
schools coming from the teachers unions.

Charter school advocates love to cite num-
bers that they claim demonstrate the superiority
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