
By Dan Murphy 
Last week, the promotion of Yonkers fire-

fighter Richard LaPeruta to lieutenant resulted 
in an outcry across the city and the county from 
leaders in the African-American community who 
wanted LaPeruta fired, and not promoted, for a 
racist post he made on Facebook two years ago. 

In 2017, LaPeruta  posted a photo on Face-
book of an African-American man with his arm 
around an ape. Above the photo was written, “Fa-
ther reconnects with son after abandoning him 13 
years earlier.” LaPeruta commented on the photo: 
“First and second on the new YFD test.”

LaPeruta agreed to a fine and suspension of 
75 days without pay. That punishment was agreed 
to by Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, who, after 
skipping over LaPeruta for a promotion from fire-
fighter to lieutenant earlies this year, signed off on 
the promotion this month. 

Since the story ran in Yonkers Rising last 
week, we were contacted by a Yonkers firefighter 
who we have identified but shall remain anony-
mous, who called the promotion “hypocritical 
and unprofessional.”            

“What kind of message does this promotion 
send to our residents and kids? And to the rest 
of Westchester? People love firefighters, we can 
do better than this,” said the member of Yonkers’ 

Bravest, who also lives in Yonkers. 
“This decision doesn’t make any sense to me 

and many of the officers in the fire department. 
This individual who was promoted now has a re-

By Yonkers City Council President Mike 
Khader 

In recent weeks, I’ve been thinking a lot 
about the environment and what we can do to 
combat climate change and reduce Yonkers’ 
carbon footprint. This started when my daughter 
asked me if I knew how long it takes for plas-
tic to break down – 450 years – something that 
spurred me to stop giving out plastic water bot-
tles at events, and now, I’m taking the next step.

The result is legislation I introduced that 
will help our city make lasting, sustainable 
changes, without affecting our residents’ qual-
ity of life or being overly burdensome to busi-
nesses.

“Plastic-Free Yonkers” requires food ser-
vice establishments and covered stores in the 
city to provide alternatives to plastic straws, 
while still allowing customers with a valid 
reason to request one. Single-use plastics, like 
straws, are one of the biggest polluters of the en-
vironment and contributors to climate change. 
This law will also complement next year’s plas-
tic bag ban passed earlier this year by lawmak-
ers in Albany. We’re also looking at opting into 
a state measure that will charge most customers 
who want a paper bag, to be used toward envi-
ronmental conservation and recycling efforts in 
the city.

Climate change is happening far faster than 
originally thought and its effects are growing 
worse every year. Unless we act, we’re know-
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Khader: Let’s Ban 
Plastic Straws in Yonkers 

Charter School of Educational 
Excellence Test Scores Up Again

50 Years of Marriage 
Celebrated in Yonkers

Yonkers Firefighters Question 
LaPeruta’s Promotion 
County Leaders Take Notice 

Earlier this month, we reported on the test 
scores from the State Education Department for 
the Yonkers Public Schools, which showed prog-
ress in the English language arts and math exams 
for elementary school students in grades three 
through eight. 

The Charter School for Educational Excel-
lence also recently received test scores from the 
same state tests, which showed CSEE students 
once again outperforming students in the Yon-

kers Public Schools on the ELA and math exams 
in grades three through eight. 

Highlights of the test scores include an im-
pressive 92.4 percent of CSEE eighth-graders 
–meeting or exceeding the standard on the Al-
gebra I regents. Other results show 80 percent of 
CSEE students in grades three, four and seven 
meeting the state standard or passing the ELA 
exam. 

By Dan Murphy
“Love begins in a moment, grows over 

time, and lasts an eternity.” 
This quotation was the theme at City Hall 

last weekend, as 46 couples were honored 
for celebrating 50 years or more of marriage. 
Leading the group, all of whom we congratu-

late for living through many years, decades 
and generations of marriage bliss, were Sey-
mour and Jean Mason, who have celebrated 71 
years of marriage - and counting. They were 
wed Feb. 29, 1948, when Harry Truman was 
president.

Continued on Page 8
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A plastic free Yonkers?

The Yonkers Charter School of Educational Excellence kindergarten through grade eight grad-
uation was celebrated in June. Some students will move on to the new Charter high school.

Photo by Donna Davis. Mayor Mike Spano with Seymour and Jean Mason, celebrating 71 
years of marriage.

YFD Lt. Richard LaPeruta

Happy New Year, Yonkers!

By Robert Kalfus
Rosh HaShonah, the Jewish New Year 5780, 

begins this Sunday night, Sept. 29 with services 
at the Greystone Jewish Center at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a 7 p.m. Rosh HaShonah community 
dinner. Meaningful Rosh HaShonah worship ser-
vices Monday, Sept. 30 and Tuesday, Oct. 1 will 
begin both days at 10 a.m., with children’s ser-
vices at 11 a.m., and shofar blowing at 11:30 a.m.

Chabad of Yonkers Rabbi Mendy Hurwitz re-
cently offered the symbolic fruits and vegetables 
of the Jewish New Year to shoppers at the Yon-

kers Stop & Shop Cross County store with bless-
ings for a sweet and happy New Year, assisted and 
blessed in his effort by Stop & Shop management. 
Several of the traditional foods include persim-
mon, with its reputed 613 seeds – equal in number 
to the commandments in the Torah; sweet honey, 
symbolizing the hope for a sweet New Year; tradi-
tional gefilte fish with horseradish, hoping that in 
the New Year may we be like the head of the fish 
and not the tail; carrots and honey cake for even 
more sweetness.

Continued on Page 10

Photo (c) Robert Kalfus. (L-R) Chabad Lubavitch of Yonkers Rabbi Mendy Hurwitz sounds 
the shofar announcing the coming Jewish high holidays, with Shlomo Walker of the Jewish 

musical group Pey Dalid.

Can We Afford Six-Figure 
Pensions as the Norm? 
Highest Pensions in Westchester

Nancy Taddiken, Greenburgh Central Schools, $236,180
Edward Stolzenberg, Westchester Health Care Corp, $224,015

Phyllis Glassman, Ossining Union Free Schools, $213,053

Six-figure pensions are becoming the 
norm among retirees from New York’s largest 
downstate suburban police departments, ac-
cording to data posted at SeeThroughNY.net, 
the Empire Center’s transparency website.

Clearly the $100,000-plus pension prob-
lem is not restricted to Westchester County. In 
fact, the worst pensions for the taxpayers of 
local or county government comes from Nas-
sau and Suffolk counties on Long Island, with 
three-quarters of the 242 Nassau County and 
Suffolk County police department officers re-
tiring last year taking with them a pension of 
more than $100,000. 

But next up on the $100,000-plus pension 
list is in Yonkers, with two-thirds of the 39 
newly retired Yonkers police officers eligible 
for annual pensions greater than six figures, 
the data shows. The pension amounts do not 
include added severance payments for accu-
mulated sick or vacation time.

The average pension was $81,260 for 
all 1,322 Police and Fire Retirement System 
members retiring in fiscal 2019 after at least 
20 years of service. Among new police retir-
ees in fiscal 2019, the highest maximum ben-
efit amounts were reported for Jeff Fabre of 
Nassau County ($221,086), Anthony Ovchin-
nikoff of Clarkstown ($198,701), Thomas 
Cokeley of Ramapo ($180,656), Thomas Pa-
paccio of Nassau County ($179,440), and Ed-
mund Leahy of Yonkers ($177,778).

Currently, the highest paid Westches-
ter retirees in the state retirement system are 
(note, these retirees did not retire in 2019):

Nancy Taddiken, Edgemont at Green-
burgh Central Schools, $236,180; Edward 
Stolzenberg, Westchester Health Care Corp, 
$224,015; Phyllis Glassman, Ossining Union 
Free Schools, $213,053, NYS Teachers Re-
tirement System; Richard Organisciak, New 

Continued on Page 8
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By Dan Murphy 
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano was honored 

this week by the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
for demonstrating his commitment and sup-
port of small businesses by creating a busi-
ness-friendly environment in Yonkers. The 
event was held at La Pinata Bakery on Main 
Street, where owners Robert Espiritu and his 
wife, Cecilia, thanked Spano for the work he 
has done over the past eight years for small 
businesses like their own. 

“We hope that this business, La Pinata, is 
an example f the resilience and hard work that 
small business owners show to keep it operat-
ing for over two decades,” said Beth Goldberg 
from the Small Business Association for New 
York. “The SBA has worked with Mayor Spa-
no on a number of program and businesses 
to help small businesses in Yonkers, and we 
know the mayor has the energy to run the city 
and keep it growing.”

Jeff Bean from the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors was on hand to give Spano the award. 

“I have learned that in Yonkers, 90 per-
cent of kids graduate, and Yonkers is one of 
the safest cities of its size, so thanks to Mayor 
Spano for all that you do - and not just for 
small business,” he said. “Small business is 
big business, and Mayor Spano has created a 
business-friendly environment that has helped 
small businesses grow and prosper. Small 
businesses have a true friend in Mayor Spa-
no.” 

“It’s wonderful to get an award, but the 
true success in a community comes with a lot 

of hard work and dedication by a lot of people 
- the City Council and all of our departments 
and agencies that are here to help small busi-
nesses,” replied Spano. 

“My grandparents were immigrants 
when they came to Yonkers 100 years ago. 
My grandfather was a small businessman, de-
livering ice by horse and buggy. It eventually 
became an ice and coal business and I have 
never forgotten his commitment, hard work 
and dedication, which we see in all small busi-
nesses today including here at La Pinata; they 
are here every day working hard and making 
Yonkers proud.” 

Spano said small businesses are what 
make America strong.

“It’s the small stores where you know the 
owners name and you get personalized ser-
vice,” he said. “We want to make sure they 
get the support they need because when they 
are successful, our city is successful. That’s 
why Yonkers is on the move, and things are 
happening all over the city.”

The award ceremony, which can be 
viewed on YonkersVoice.com, was also the 
fi rst unoffi cial step in Spano’s re-election 
campaign. Spano began to outline some of the 
same themes that he echoed in the democratic 
primary in June, including economic activity, 
low unemployment, safer streets and better 
education. 

With less than 40 days before the elec-
tion, Spano holds a large lead over Republican 
Mario De Giorgio, who began his campaign at 
the recent McLean Avenue Fall Festival.

Mayor Spano Honored as 
Small Business Advocate

U.S. Conference of Mayors Recognizes Yonkers 

R-L-Jaime Martinez, DWBID director; City Councilwoman Shanae Williams; City Council 
Majority Leader Michael Sabatino; Mayor Mike Spano; Beth Goldberg of the SBA; Jeff Bean 
of the U.S. Conference of Mayors; City Councilman John Rubbo; La Pinata Bakery owner 

Robert Espiritu; and Assemblyman Nader Sayegh.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) # 2019- 11 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

LANDLORD/TENANT – LEGAL SERVICES 
FOR PROPERTIES MANAGED BY 

THE MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY OF 
YONKERS 

  
The Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers (the 
“Authority” or “MHACY”), is soliciting proposals from qualified 
attorneys or law firms to provide Landlord/Tenant legal services to 
the MHACY as specified in this Request for Proposals (“RFP”).  
This RFP package contains submission requirements and terms 
and conditions and other pertinent information for submitting a 
proper and responsive proposal.  This RFP is the only information 
provided to prospective bidders (hereinafter “Responders”) and is 
available online starting September 27, 2019 at www.mhacy.org.  
  
The RFP questions deadline is October 15, 2019 at 4:00PM 
Eastern Standard Time (EST). Any and all questions must be 
emailed to Lakisha Collins- Bellamy, Esq. at 
procurement@mhacy.org by the deadline.  No telephone calls 
and/or written communication sent via mail will be accepted.  
Proposals must reach MHACY no later than 3:00 PM (EST) on 
October 30, 2019.  Late submissions will be handled in 
accordance with the provisions in Form HUD-5369B.  
Proposals will be evaluated on the criteria stated in the RFP.  
Negotiations may be conducted with contractors who have a 
reasonable chance of being selected for the award.  After 
evaluation of the proposal revision, if any, the contract will be 
awarded to the responsible firm(s) whose qualifications, price 
and other factors are considered to be the most advantageous 
to MHACY.  
MHACY reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and 
waive any irregularities or informalities if it is in MHACY’s best 
interest to do so.  MHACY reserves the right to cancel this RFP 
or to reject, in whole or in part, any and all proposals received 
in response to this RFP, upon its determination that such 
cancellation or rejection is in the best interest of MHACY.  
MHACY is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sexual orientation, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, or family status.  
MHACY solicits and encourages the participation of minorities 
and small businesses in procurement.  
Contact, related to this procurement, with members of 
MHACY’s Board of Commissioners, or MHACY’s officers and/or 
employees other than the contact person show above, during 
the procurement process could result in disqualification of a 
proposal.  
Joseph Shuldiner  
Executive Director  
Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers  
1511 Central Park Avenue  
Yonkers, New York 10710  
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Legal Notices

By Eric W. Schoen
The Jewish holidays 

are before us. Yes, this year 
they are late, starting almost 
in October. Some years they 
are early, some years they 
are late. I don’t think Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
are ever on time. The same 
thing goes for Passover and 
Chanukah. 

At least with Chanukah 
and Passover, often the holi-
days overlap with Christmas 
and Easter. This allows us to 
enjoy Chanukah with Christ-
mas, and Easter with Pass-
over. My family has always 
taken great pride in celebrat-
ing all holidays with family and friends so that 
we can enjoy the beautiful traditions different 
religions bring to the table. As a child growing 
up, I helped decorate our friends the Costantini’s 
Christmas tree, and they always had (and have to 
this day) a menorah, candles, dreidels and gelt 
on their living room table. 

Yes, at this time last year I was going 
through a complete right knee replacement and 
missed being at my synagogue for Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur. I thought I would get there 
at least for Yom Kippur, but rehabilitation took 
precedence. Interestingly enough, I had my left 
knee done during Chanukah, which fell early last 
year. 

I thought to myself, “Maybe the success of 
my surgery was due to it occurring during the 
holidays?” Then I came to realize that my suc-
cess was due to the skilled doctors who attended 
to me – and fabulous hospitals like St. John’s and 
their Dobbs Ferry campus and rehabilitation at 
United Hebrew in New Rochelle. 

I even had rehabilitation at home provided 
by Archcare, through the New York Archdio-
cese. I owe Cardinal Dolan a big thank you for 
the wonderful physical therapists they provided 
to me and the pastoral care provided by a nun 
who is part of the Archdiocese family. 

Yes, I am like my mother – when she was 
hospitalized or at the nursing home she wel-
comed visits from the rabbi, as well as the priests 
and nuns who would come into her room. Mom 
always said to “cover all your bases!”

The year of recovery, actually two years 
with the gastric sleeve in December 2017, was 
made much easier with the calls and visits I re-
ceived from my Rabbi Jeff Brown and Cantor 
Chanin Becker from Scarsdale Synagogue Tem-
ples Tremont and Emanu-El. They would always 
cheer me up. SSTTE invites the community to 
join in during the holiday services. Visit sstte.org 
for a list of open services or call 914-725-5175 
for further information. 

The website will also provide you with a 
link for live-streaming of services from the syna-
gogue for those who can’t make it in person. 

Our synagogue philosophy is simple: Ev-
eryone should have a home for the holidays. The 
fee for membership has changed to a dynamic 
model, and the staff will be more than happy to 
share that with you. But please remember, we 
have to keep the building open year-round with 
professional and administrative staff. Let me 
put it bluntly – it ain’t cheap! Donations of any 
amount are always welcome. 

On the Westchester Rising radio show 
that I host biweekly, I forgot to announce when 
WVOX will be broadcasting its high holiday 
services from Temple Israel in New Rochelle, 
which is a long tradition. Visit WVOX.COM and 
click “listen live” or use the WVOX app for free, 
which you can obtain from the APP store. 

Services on Rosh Hashanah are broadcast 
Sunday from 8 to 9 p.m. and Monday from 
11:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. On Yom Kippur, services 
will be broadcast Tuesday from 8 to 9 p.m. and 
Wednesday from 11:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. No 
matter where you go, go somewhere to enjoy the 
holidays with friends, family, and new friends 
that you will meet. 

As for my health, I am doing well. I’m 95 
pounds down and have two new knees. Fortu-

nately, my back is better 
and, as the good doctors had 
predicted, no back surgery is 
needed. This leads me to my 
advice to you: If you have 
insurance, take advantage 
of it. With back surgery (and 
this is unoffi cial) 80 percent 
of the time it doesn’t work 
and of that 80 percent, 70 
percent go back for more 
and more surgery. 

As my doctors, Dr. Da-
vid and Daniel Shein said 
told me, the body is like 
building a house; you have 
to have a good foundation 
before you start building the 
house. They did my knees 

fi rst, with the hope we would avoid back surgery. 
It has worked so far, as my back is better and 
with your prayers it will continue to get stronger 
every day. 

Before Drs. Shein would do my surgery, 
they wanted me to lose 50 pounds. I ultimately 
lost 95, and had the gastric sleeve procedure. 
Now, you must know that the gastric sleeve is 
no panacea. You still have to watch your diet and 
eat protein with minimal carbohydrates. Many 
people have had gastric surgery and the have 
put the weight back on. I asked my doctor, Dr. 
Jonathan Arad, why this was the case. He told 
me many doctors who perform the surgery are 
general surgeons who want to add this surgery to 
the list of what they do. 

Also, as I have learned, you have to psycho-
logically be ready for the surgery and a change in 
your lifestyle. If you are ready and have a good 
doctor and frame of mind, you will have success.  

I’m no Julia Child. If I can microwave it, I 
can eat it. You can do well on the diet and still 
eat fast food. Portions and what is in the food 
(high protein, which gives you plenty of energy, 
low sodium and carbohydrates) are what you 
have to watch for. Have a nice steak with a very 
small piece of birthday cake when out for fam-
ily occasions. Lots of vegetables and salad, but 
no starches are what you must consume. Find 
yourself a high protein bar and cold shake that 
taste good. 

So many bars and shakes taste disgust-
ing. I don’t care how healthy something is for 
me, if it doesn’t taste good, I am not eating it. I 
use Atkins shakes (milk chocolate delight) and 
THINK  Fudge and Brownie Crunch protein bars 
as snacks between meals.

Always, always get second opinions when it 
comes to surgical procedures, if your plan allows 
you to do it. Ask the doctor what he would do if 
he or a member of his family has the condition 
you have. Check with insurance to make sure 
the facility you are going to and the doctors who 
will be treating you are participating providers in 
your plan. If you are in a facility that is covered 
with a doctor operating in your plan treating you 
and you get bills from physicians who are not 
in the plan, these could be considered “surprise 
bills” and should be treated according to New 
York State law. 

With all the rules and regulations, I have 
been thinking of opening shop to help people un-
derstand their health bills and be an advocate in 
this complex system. It’s only going to get hard-
er for the patient with some of the health care 
proposals on the table before Congress. Don’t 
pay every bill you get! 

Yes, it’s been a very good year health-wise 
for me. I’m starting to feel like my old self again 
– only younger and better. To you, dear friends, 
Jewish and Christian alike, I hope the New Year 
is fi lled with good health and happiness for you 
and your families in a world of Shalom. Peace! 
L’shanah tovah! Happy New Year! 

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@
aol.com. Follow him on Twitter @ericyonkers. 
Listen to Eric Schoen and Dan Murphy on the 
Westchester Rising Radio Show on Thursdays 
from 10 to 11 a.m. on WVOX 1460 AM, go to 
WVOX.com and click the arrow to listen to the 
live stream, or download the WVOX app from 
the App Store free of charge.

It Was a Very Good Year! 

Eric Schoen



Three other couples that deserve mention 
are Walter and Maria Uzdejczyk, married in 
1952, celebrating 67 years of marriage; Joseph 
and Margaret married in 1953, celebrating 66 
years; and Frank and Annette Fortuna, married 
in 1953, also celebrating 66 years. 

City Councilman John Rubbo welcomed 
all of the happily married couples. Fortuna led 
all in the Pledge of Allegiance, and the invoca-
tion was given by the Rev. Victoria Sirota, rec-
tor at St. John’s Episcopal Church. Sirota and 
her husband, Robert, will be celebrating their 

50th anniversary this Dec. 21. 
Mayor Mike Spano and City Council 

President Mike Khader welcomed all and con-
gratulated the couples. Yonkers’ First Lady 
Mary Calvi’s parents were in attendance; 
Gennaro and Rosa Calvi married in 1957, and 
are celebrating 62 years together.  

The benediction was given by the Rev. Dr. 
Varghese Abraham, pastor at St. Andrew Mar 
Thoma Church.

This program was initiated by Spano a 
few years ago and it is a good one. It highlights 
another positive part of the city and its people, 
and for all the rest of us married - but not for 
50 years - it reminds us of another key part of 
being married… patience.
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The City of Yonkers will launch the May-
or’s Satellite Tax Offi ce on Wednesday, Oct. 2 at 
Will Library, 1500 Central Park Ave.; Thursday, 
Oct. 3 at Homefi eld House, 911 Saw Mill River 
Road; and Friday, Oct. 4 at the Bernice Spreck-
man Community Center, formerly the Coyne Park 
Senior Center, 777 McLean Ave.

The Mayor’s Offi ce of Constituent Services 
and the city’s tax department will be available 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. all three days to meet with 
residents and accept city property tax payments, 
which are due Monday, Oct. 7.

“Our residents will always be priority here in 
the City of Yonkers,” said Mayor Mike Spano. “I 
am aware that it can be diffi cult to make it to City 

Hall during the day. That’s why the Satellite Tax 
Offi ces were created, to provide a satellite loca-
tion that’s close to home and in your neighbor-
hood.”

In addition to accepting tax payments, the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Constituent Services will be on 
hand to serve as a one-stop shop for residents and 
offer assistance with a wide range of issues. The 
offi ce works one-on-one with residents and serves 
as a link between the public and city government.

For more information, call the Offi ce of Con-
stituent Services at 914-377-6010 during regular 
business hours, or call contact the Mayor’s Help 
Line 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 914-
377-HELP (4357) for assistance.

Pay Your Property Taxes 
At Satellite Tax Offi  cesThe Yonkers Offi ce for the Aging is part-

nering with AFYA on the launch of its “Sec-
ond Life Supplies Initiative” collection drive 
to benefi t health initiatives worldwide. The 
Offi ce for the Aging and AFYA will work to-
gether to collect medical supplies and equip-
ment – such as empty pill bottles, nebulizers 
and wheelchairs – from individuals seeking 
to donate them after a death or transition to a 
nursing home.

“At times, one of our family members 
passes away or transitions into a nursing 
home, and various medical items are thrown 
away,” said Mayor Mike Spano. “This initia-
tive gives new life to these items so they can 
continue to help those in need. This is an op-
portunity to make a difference world-wide.” 

Yonkers Offi ce for the Aging will accept 
small donations at the following four sites, be-
tween 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.: Peter Chema Com-
munity Center, 435 Riverdale Ave. (Monday 
through Friday); Bronx River Road Center, 
680 Bronx River Road (Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays); Nepperhan Com-
munity Center, 342 Warburton Ave. (Tues-
days and Thursdays); and North Yonkers 
Preservation & Development, 219 Ridge Ave. 
(Monday through Friday).

“This initiative makes sense,” said Offi ce 
for the Aging Director Kelly Chiarella. “Yon-
kers Offi ce for the Aging has the relationship 
with caregivers and seniors during diffi cult 
transitions. This is an easy way for us to help 
people both locally and globally while also re-
ducing trash locally.”

Executive Director of AFYA Danielle 
Butin added: “This is a very unique way to 
honor the memory of a loved one while at the 
same time offering soulfully meaningful help 
to those around the world who are in dire need 
of medical supplies.”

The following items will be accepted at 
YOFA drop off sites: pill organizers, ther-
mometers (no mercury), stethoscopes, nebu-
lizers, new bed pans and urinals, glucometers, 
lancets and test strips, empty pill bottles, 
wheelchairs, canes, walkers, crutches, reach-
ers/grabbers, sock aids, magnifi er and reading 
glasses, medical supplies that are not expired, 
and opened cases/bags (wound care, IV sup-
plies, dressings, adult diapers, underpads, 
etc.)

For larger donations and private resi-
dence pickup (New York-metropolitan area 
only), donors should contact AFYA directly at 
914-920-5081. 

Donate Gently-Used Medical 
Supplies for ‘Second Life’

The Hudson River Museum in Yonkers is set 
to get a major upgrade, as the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators voted unanimously Monday 
night to approve renovations at the century-old 
institution on Warburton Avenue in Yonkers.

These improvements include an expansion 
of the museum’s west wing, so that more of the 
museum’s permanent collection can be on dis-
play. Improvements also will be made to the mu-
seum’s climate control system, to help preserve 
the museum’s collection, and to allow it to con-
tinue to meet the requirements necessary to bor-
row great works from other institutions. 

Also planned are repairs to the leaky roof of 
the 1969’s main building, as well as construction 
of an indoor theater space for cold-weather pro-
graming, to augment the programming currently 
held during the summer months at the museum’s 
outdoor amphitheater.

Improvements and repairs also will be made 
to the historic Gilded Age Glenview House on 
the site, including construction of an Americans 
with Disabilities Act-compliant sheltered con-
nection between the main building and the 1877 
structure, which is on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

On Monday, the county board approved the 
use of $6.2 million that had previously been allo-
cated for other unbuilt improvements on or near 
the museum site for the renovation.

“For many children in Westchester and 
beyond, a trip to the Hudson River Museum is 
their fi rst experience with a museum, as it was 
for me,” said Legislator Christopher Johnson 
(D-Yonkers). “This place has been an inspiration 
for many children, and an anchor for the local 
community. With this new commitment we can 
ensure that the Hudson River Museum remains 
a prestigious, nationally recognized institution, 

able to expand its offerings to the public and 
ready to inspire future generations.”

Legislator MaryJane Shimsky (D-Ardsley, 
Dobbs Ferry, Edgemont, Hartsdale, Hastings-
on-Hudson, Irvington), who is majority whip 
and chairwoman of the Public Works Commit-
tee, added: “These are necessary repairs and im-
provements that will do more than just keep the 
roof from leaking – although that will be fi xed, 
too. This project will provide one of Westches-
ter’s most important cultural institutions with the 
foundation it needs to continue serving residents 
well into the 21st century.”

Legislator Catherine Borgia (D-Briarcliff 
Manor, Cortlandt, Croton-on-Hudson, Ossining, 
Peekskill), chairwoman of the Budget and Ap-
propriations Committee, called the Hudson River 
Museum a great cultural institution that benefi ts 
everyone in the county, drawing thousands of 
area residents including schoolchildren every 
year to its nationally-renowned programs and 
exhibitions. 

“Helping fund this work, without having to 
allocate any new money, is a great investment 
in the future of Westchester County as a cultural 
destination,” she said.

Masha Turchinsky, director of the Hudson 
River Museum, said its mission is to engage, in-
spire and connect diverse communities through 
the power of the arts, sciences, and history. 

“This capital project will enable us to bring 
a world-class museum experience to all in West-
chester and the metropolitan area,” she said. “We 
are proud to work with the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators and the City of Yonkers to 
realize this important expansion and much need-
ed renovations, especially in our centennial year. 
With this support, we not only protect our collec-
tive past, but forge exciting new paths together.”

County Approves Upgrades
At Hudson River Museum 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) # 2019- 09 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

TOWING SERVICES 
AT PROPERTIES MANAGED BY 

THE MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY OF 
YONKERS 

  
The Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers (the 
“Authority” or “MHACY”), is soliciting proposals from qualified firms 
for Towing Services for the MHACY at various sites as specified in 
this Request for Proposals (“RFP”).  
This RFP package contains submission requirements and terms 
and conditions and other pertinent information for submitting a 
proper and responsive proposal.  This RFP is the only information 
provided to prospective bidders (hereinafter “Responders”) and is 
available online starting September 27, 2019 at www.mhacy.org.  
  
There will be a Pre-Proposal Conference held on Tuesday, 
October 8, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. Hall Homes, located at 10 Kenmore 
Street, Yonkers, NY 10710.   
  
The RFP questions deadline is October 15, 2019 at 4:00PM 
Eastern Standard Time (EST). Any and all questions must be 
emailed to Lakisha Collins- Bellamy, Esq. at 
procurement@mhacy.org by the deadline.  No telephone calls 
and/or written communication sent via mail will be accepted.  
Proposals must reach MHACY no later than 3:00 PM (EST) on 
October 30, 2019.  Late submissions will be handled in 
accordance with the provisions in Form HUD-5369B.  
Proposals will be evaluated on the criteria stated in the RFP.  
Negotiations may be conducted with contractors who have a 
reasonable chance of being selected for the award.  After 
evaluation of the proposal revision, if any, the contract will be 
awarded to the responsible firm(s) whose qualifications, price 
and other factors are considered to be the most advantageous 
to MHACY.  
MHACY reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and 
waive any irregularities or informalities if it is in MHACY’s best 
interest to do so.  MHACY reserves the right to cancel this RFP 
or to reject, in whole or in part, any and all proposals received 
in response to this RFP, upon its determination that such 
cancellation or rejection is in the best interest of MHACY.  
MHACY is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sexual orientation, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, or family status.  
MHACY solicits and encourages the participation of minorities 
and small businesses in procurement.  
Contact, related to this procurement, with members of 
MHACY’s Board of Commissioners, or MHACY’s officers and/or 
employees other than the contact person show above, during 
the procurement process could result in disqualification of a 
proposal.  
Joseph Shuldiner  
Executive Director  
Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers  
1511 Central Park Avenue  

Legal Notices

A petition circulated by members of the 
family of Michael Nolan, a Yonkers native who 
was murdered in 2015, against the early parole 
hearing for Garth Cole, has collected more than 
3,300 signatures. 

Cole was driving the car that carried the 
man who shot and killed Nolan on that fateful 
day in 2015 on Central Avenue in Yonkers. The 
senseless shooting was over a now meaningless 
dispute over drag racing. Cole, who is up for an 
early release parole hearing next month, was 
sentenced to fi ve years in prison in return for co-
operating with police and providing information 
that led to the arrest of the shooter. 

James Nolan, Michael’s brother who heads 
the foundation named for his lost sibling, has 
started a petition to oppose the early release 
of Cole. “I have started a petition to make sure 
Garth Cole doesn’t get out one day early from 
his sentence, and to make sure that he serves 
every day that he was sentenced for his role in 
the death of my brother, Michael, who unfortu-
nately received a lifetime sentence due to Cole 
and his friends,” said James Nolan. 

The link to the petition is http://chng.it/PC-
GxKRH2. 

For more information, visit Michaelnolan-
memorialfund.org. 

Garth Cole, right, is up for early parole for his role in the murder of Michael Nolan, left.

Petition Opposes Release of 
Driver in Nolan Murder 

50 Years
Continued from Page 1









CSEE students are passing the state exams 
at higher rates than the average of all students 
in Westchester County, students in other charter 
schools in New York State, and students in New 
York State.

And in some categories, 50 percent more 
CSEE students are meeting or passing the state 
exams in comparison to students in YPS. For 
example, on the seventh-grade ELA exam, 80 
percent of CSEE students met the standard, com-
pared to 24 percent of YPS students, a difference 
of 56 percent. 

On the seventh-grade math exam, 76 per-
cent of CSEE students passed, compared to 31 
percent in YPS, a difference of 45 percent. And 
on the eighth-grade algebra exam mentioned 
above, 92 percent of CSEE students passed, 
compared to 24 percent of YPS students, a dif-
ference of 66 percent.

In all 12 testing categories, ranging from 
grades three to eight, CSEE students outper-
formed their peers in YPS by an average of 40 
percent. We highlight these scores not to criticize 
YPS, which has its own set of challenges to meet 
and guidelines to adhere to, but to congratulate 
CSEE in Yonkers for its continues achievement 
on the state exams. 

The educational initiatives at CSEE, wheth-
er it be a commitment to learning or a culture 
that encourages students to attend school ready 

to learn, are working – and have been working 
for several years. 

CSEE Superintendent Cindy Lopez ap-
plauded the teachers, students and staff at CSEE 
for their hard work in obtaining the top test 
scores, but added that the school would not rest 
on its past successes. “Everyone came in happy 
and ready for school,” she said on the first day. 
“Our staff is ready to welcome them back and 
have a great year.”

CSEE also celebrated the inaugural fresh-
man class of the CSEE high school as they walked 
through the doors of their new school. Approxi-
mately 90 freshman make up the first class and 
were welcomed by Principal Mr. Palmer.

Last year, the NYS Board of Regents ap-
proved CSEE’s application for a new high school 
for 400 students in Yonkers and the surrounding 
communities. “A school grade will be added to 
CSEE’s high school each year until the school 
has its first senior class in fall 2022,” said Super-
intendent Lopez.

CSEE has a waiting list of more than 600 
Yonkers families and students are chosen by lot-
tery.

Work continues on the new CSEE high 
school campus at 226 Warburton Ave., immedi-
ately adjacent to CSEE’s kindergarten through 
grade eight campus. The 1.65-acre property will 
house a 58,000-square-foot high school building 
with four stories, a large indoor athletic facility, 
and an athletic field.

For more information, visit charterscho-
olofeductionalexcellence.org.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) # 2019- 14 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

SECURITY SERVICES 
AT PROPERTIES MANAGED BY 

THE MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY OF 
YONKERS 

  
The Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers (the 
“Authority” or “MHACY”), is soliciting proposals from qualified firms 
for Security Services for  MHACY at various sites as specified in this 
Request for Proposals (“RFP”).  
This RFP package contains submission requirements and terms 
and conditions and other pertinent information for submitting a 
proper and responsive proposal.  This RFP is the only information 
provided to prospective bidders (hereinafter “Responders”) and is 
available online starting October 4, 2019 at www.mhacy.org.  
  
The RFP questions deadline is October 16, 2019 at 4:00PM 
Eastern Standard Time (EST). Any and all questions must be 
emailed to Lakisha Collins- Bellamy, Esq. at 
procurement@mhacy.org by the deadline.  No telephone calls 
and/or written communication sent via mail will be accepted.  
Proposals must reach MHACY no later than 3:00 PM (EST) on 
November 6, 2019.  Late submissions will be handled in 
accordance with the provisions in Form HUD-5369B.  
Proposals will be evaluated on the criteria stated in the RFP.  
Negotiations may be conducted with contractors who have a 
reasonable chance of being selected for the award.  After 
evaluation of the proposal revision, if any, the contract will be 
awarded to the responsible firm(s) whose qualifications, price 
and other factors are considered to be the most advantageous 
to MHACY.  
MHACY reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and 
waive any irregularities or informalities if it is in MHACY’s best 
interest to do so.  MHACY reserves the right to cancel this RFP 
or to reject, in whole or in part, any and all proposals received 
in response to this RFP, upon its determination that such 
cancellation or rejection is in the best interest of MHACY.  
MHACY is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sexual orientation, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, or family status.  
MHACY solicits and encourages the participation of minorities 
and small businesses in procurement.  
Contact, related to this procurement, with members of 
MHACY’s Board of Commissioners, or MHACY’s officers and/or 
employees other than the contact person show above, during 
the procurement process could result in disqualification of a 
proposal.  
Joseph Shuldiner  
Executive Director  
Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers  
1511 Central Park Avenue  
Yonkers, New York 10710  
 
#1619 09/27/2019 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) # 2019- 13 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

INSPECTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH FEDERAL 
HOUSING QUALITY STANDARDS 

  
The Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers (the 
“Authority” or “MHACY”), is soliciting proposals from qualified firms 
offering  to perform residential property inspections in accordance 
with Federal Housing Quality Standards as specified in this Request 
for Proposals (“RFP”).  
This RFP package contains submission requirements and terms 
and conditions and other pertinent information for submitting a 
proper and responsive proposal.  This RFP is the only information 
provided to prospective bidders (hereinafter “Responders”) and is 
available online starting September 27, 2019 at www.mhacy.org.  
  
The RFP questions deadline is October 15, 2019 at 4:00PM 
Eastern Standard Time (EST). Any and all questions must be 
emailed to Lakisha Collins- Bellamy, Esq. at 
procurement@mhacy.org by the deadline.  No telephone calls 
and/or written communication sent via mail will be accepted.  
Proposals must reach MHACY no later than 3:00 PM (EST) on 
October 30, 2019.  Late submissions will be handled in 
accordance with the provisions in Form HUD-5369B.  
Proposals will be evaluated on the criteria stated in the RFP.  
Negotiations may be conducted with contractors who have a 
reasonable chance of being selected for the award.  After 
evaluation of the proposal revision, if any, the contract will be 
awarded to the responsible firm(s) whose qualifications, price 
and other factors are considered to be the most advantageous 
to MHACY.  
MHACY reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and 
waive any irregularities or informalities if it is in MHACY’s best 
interest to do so.  MHACY reserves the right to cancel this RFP 
or to reject, in whole or in part, any and all proposals received 
in response to this RFP, upon its determination that such 
cancellation or rejection is in the best interest of MHACY.  
MHACY is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sexual orientation, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, or family status.  
MHACY solicits and encourages the participation of minorities 
and small businesses in procurement.  
Contact, related to this procurement, with members of 
MHACY’s Board of Commissioners, or MHACY’s officers and/or 
employees other than the contact person show above, during 
the procurement process could result in disqualification of a 
proposal.  
  
Joseph Shuldiner  
Executive Director  
Municipal Housing Authority for the City of Yonkers  
1511 Central Park Avenue  
Yonkers, New York 10710  
 
#1622 09/27/2019 

Legal Notices

sponsibility for a command, and the disciplining 
of firefighters. Why put someone like that in this 
position if they don’t have the skills to discipline 
themselves? The wound from 2017 was still heal-
ing before the promotion was made. Now they 
poured salt on the wound and made it worse.”

The same firefighter added; “The mayor had 
time to promote him in the future. Why did he do 
it now? Nobody knows, but what I do know is that 
we are going to start recruiting for the next exam, 
and how does it look for blacks or Latinos who 
want to join the fire department to see how this 
guy was promoted?

“This was all pointed out to the mayor when 
he considered the promotion earlier this year. 
He passed then but he promoted him now. Not 
enough time has passed to prove that he can man-
age and supervise African-Americans.”

This firefighter and Yonkers resident also 
questioned the letter sent by LaPeruta on Sept. 11 
and the fact that only African-American firefight-
ers are opposed to the promotion of LaPeruta. 

“I don’t think any firefighter would write 
such a letter on Sept. 11,” said our source. “That 
date takes all of us back to a time when we lost too 
many firefighters and first responders. The letter 
should have been dated Sept. 10 or another date. 
To me, it’s a bogus letter, but he put his name to it 
so he owns it, and to date it Sept. 11 is a disgrace.

“You now have all of Westchester question-
ing this appointment and the decision making of 
Mayor Spano. And in the Yonkers Fire Depart-
ment, it’s not just the African-American firefight-
ers opposed. The Latino officers and many white 
firefighters don’t like this decision. What about 
the other firefighters who played by the rules and 
didn’t disgrace themselves? How do they feel 
about this promotion if they were looking to get 
promoted themselves?”

Spano, who has been rumored in the future 
to be seeking countywide office, “will have a dif-
ficult time running for countywide office if he is 
re-elected mayor this November,” said the fire-
fighter. “His reputation is now on the line with 
this promotion. After eight years in office, does 
he really want his legacy to be about this?”

This firefighter also questioned and corrected 
several items from our first story. 

LaPeruta took the exam for lieutenant weeks 

after he made the racist Facebook post and was 
suspended. “His suspension should have also 
included not taking the lieutenant’s exam,” said 
the firefighter. “That should have been part of the 
deal. Instead, he comes back after suspension and 
gets on the promotion list.” 

This firefighter wanted to remind the peo-
ple of Yonkers that earlier this year, “the mayor 
promoted his cousin in the fire department and 
skipped over others on the list. He could have 
done the same with this list and skipped over La-
Peruta. You can skip over one promotion and then 
say the next time we can’t skip over others. The 
union filed a grievance against the promotion of 
a Spano, but then withdrew the complaint. How 
come?”

After the Facebook post in 2017, sensitiv-
ity training was given to firefighters and officers 
in the Yonkers Fire Department. But according 
to this firefighter, nothing changed. “Racial in-
cidents continued and it didn’t work,” said our 
source. “LaPeruta also made questionable posts 
on Facebook before 2017. Did anyone look at the 
rest of his timeline?”

“The bottom line is that the 115 black and 
Latino firefighters felt he should not have been 
promoted, and the black clergy and some elected 
officials felt he should have been fired. At least 
make an effort to get him fired. If it fails, okay. 
But the mayor never tried to have him fired by 
PERB… This promotion is rubbing it in our face, 
and what about the 60 percent of the city that is 
minority? What do they feel about this promo-
tion?”

We reprint Spano’s explanation from last 
week below:

“While I detest what he did and we hit him as 
hard as we could hit him – legally, short of firing 
him – he took his medicine, he apologized, and he 
has been an exemplary firefighter up to and past 
that.

“I condemned it pretty badly,” the mayor 
said of LaPeruta’s actions. “I hit this officer, this 
firefighter, with some very difficult challenges. 
We suspended him within two days. We took pay 
away from him – 75 days of pay. Now, that is un-
heard of.” 

Spano has argued that he could not fire LaPe-
ruta for his actions because the Public Employee 
Relations Board would have overturned his deci-
sion. “We knew that PERB would never allow 
that to happen, so we went (with) the next best 
thing,” which was a suspension and loss of pay.

Yonkers Firefighters
Continued from Page 1

Rochelle City School District, $212,382, NYS 
Teachers Retirement System; Dennis Lauro 
Jr., Pelham Union Free Schools, Westchester 2 
BOCES, $207,180, NYS Teachers Retirement 
System; Robert Lichtenfeld, Katonah-Lew-
isboro Union Free Schools, $206,229, NYS 
Teachers Retirement System; 

Also: Bernard Pierorazio, Yonkers Pub-
lic Schools, $205,423, NYS Teachers Retire-
ment System; Paul Fried, Paul, Mamaroneck 
Union Free Schools, $202,523, NYS Teachers 
Retirement System; Kenneth Connolly, Lake-
land Central Schools, $200,956, NYS Teach-
ers Retirement System; and Joanne Marien, 
Joanne, Somers Central Schools, $199,563, 
NYS Teachers Retirement System.

Newly posted pension data at SeeThrough-
NY.net also includes retirement benefits for 
402,419 individuals who retired as members 
of the New York State and Local Employee 
Retirement System, which covers nearly all 
other non-teaching public employees out-
side New York City. Among 7,368 members 
retiring in 2019 after at least 30 years of ser-
vice, the average annual pension benefit was 
$50,497.

The list of top pension earners in system 
was topped by Shashikant Lele, a former sur-
geon and professor at Roswell Park Cancer 
Center ($436,356); followed by Paul Scott, a 
surgeon at Nassau County Health Care Corp 
($328,127); and Leonard Barrett, also a sur-
geon at Nassau County Health Care Corp 
($315,104). Statewide, another 22 newly re-
tired members were eligible for pensions ex-
ceeding $200,000.

The complete SeeThroughNY.net data-
base includes maximum pension allowances 
for 436,872 retirees from state government, 
public authorities, counties, towns, villages, 
cities not including New York City, special 
districts and school districts.

The Empire Center, based in Albany, is an 
independent, not-for-profit, non-partisan think 
tank dedicated to promoting policies that can 
make New York a better place to live, work 
and raise a family.

The one unanswered question from this 
list is: Why are there little or no retired cops or 
firefighters on the list of top pensions outside 
of Yonkers? 

What are these communities doing right 
to control their pension costs and what are the 
Westchester County Police and the Yonkers 
Police Department doing wrong?

Can We
Continued from Page 1

ingly jeopardizing our children’s futures. I hope 
you will join me in making “Plastic Free Yon-
kers” a reality.

As always, feel free to reach out to my of-
fice with any suggestions or concerns about how 
we can help to improve the quality of life of 
those who call Yonkers home. My office can be 
reached at 914-377-6060 or  councilpresident@
yonkersny.gov.

Editor’s note: In the Aug. 23 issue of Yon-
kers Rising, we ran a story criticizing the re-
election campaign of President Donald Trump 

for selling “Trump plastic straws” as an alterna-
tive to what they call “paper straws that don’t 
work.” “People don’t like being told they can’t 
do simple things, and so the Trump straws were 
born, ”said Trump 2020 Communications Di-
rector Tim Murtagh.

As someone who consumes a lot of fast 
food with plastic straws for my drinks, I would 
agree that plastic straws are the best to use, but 
in today’s climate crisis, and with the next gen-
eration of Americans - like my daughter - buy-
ing a metal straw to use throughout their day, 
the efforts and ideas of Council President Mike 
Khader, to at least highlight the issue and try to 
get people to use another style straw to save the 
environment, is appreciated.

Khader: Let’s
Continued from Page 1

Charter School
Continued from Page 1



Groundwork Hudson Valley’s held its an-
nual Urban River Gala on Sept. 19, celebrating 
the Yonkers Greenway and the leaders who 
have helped bring the decade-long project to 
fruition. Hundreds of attendees will raised 
their glasses to the honorees – Yonkers May-
or Mike Spano, Groundwork Hudson Valley 
board member Renee Milligan, and Bank of 
America – over a locally-sourced dinner cre-
ated by renowned Chef Peter Kelly at X2O 
Xaviars on the Hudson in Yonkers.

The Yonkers Greenway was an idea con-
ceived by community leaders in 2008 to cre-
ate a recreational biking and walking trail to 
reconnect the Bronx to downtown Yonkers 
through the abandoned route of an old railway 
line. From 1880 to 1943, the Yonkers branch 
of the New York Central Railroad’s Putnam 
Division (called the Putnam Spur) connected 
the heart of Yonkers’ Getty Square to Van Cor-
tlandt Park in New York City. It was instru-
mental to the early development of modern-
day Yonkers.

In October 2018, along with the city, busi-
ness and community leaders, the first phase 
of the Yonkers Greenway was completed by 
transforming the defunct Lowerre train sta-
tion stop into a revitalized park that features 
art installations, a community garden, and a 
state-of-the-art playground for members of the 
community to enjoy. When the entirety of the 
Yonkers Greenway is complete, it will once 
again link Yonkers to New York City, pro-
viding economic stimulus, renewed business 
activity, improved environments, health ben-
efits, recreational activity and – perhaps most 
importantly – positive social infrastructure, 
which is the physical places that allow social 
bonds to develop.

“For me, the most inspiring part about 
this project is its ability to bring people to-
gether from all different backgrounds toward 
a shared, ambitious goal to make our com-
munity a more vibrant place to live, work and 
play,” said Brigitte Griswold, executive direc-
tor of Groundwork Hudson Valley. “Together, 
we have truly epitomized the old proverb ‘It 
takes a village.’”

This year, Groundwork recognized gov-
ernment, business and community leaders 
who have supported the Yonkers Greenway 
and who go above and beyond to create vi-
brant, healthy, sustainable communities. May-
or Spano has supported the Yonkers Greenway 
since he was a member of the New York State 

Assembly. In addition to his dedication to the 
Yonkers Greenway, he has lent his support to 
the Saw Mill River Daylighting, championed 
a new bike-sharing program, lead a city-wide 
anti-litter campaign, and created new oppor-
tunities for energy efficiency and renewable 
energy investment for the city. 

“The City of Yonkers has been committed 
to developing the Yonkers Greenway through 
community engagement from a variety of pri-
vate and public partners including Ground-
work Hudson Valley,” said Spano. “Together 
we have spent the last four years gathering in-
put from local community stakeholders, con-
ducting neighborhood and feasibility studies, 
and fundraising to bring this vision to reality.” 

Bank of America, the recipient of the 
Business Leader Award, was recognized for 
its commitment to supporting equitable solu-
tions that help vulnerable communities grow 
and prosper. Accepting the award was Craig 
Young, Westchester-Greenwich market ex-
ecutive for Merrill Lynch, a Bank of America 
Company. 

“Public-private partnerships like the one 
between Groundwork Hudson Valley, the City 
of Yonkers and Bank of America are key to re-
invigorating communities,” he said. “It gives 
me great pride to accept this Business Leader 
Award on behalf of Bank of America and all of 
my colleagues who live, work and play in this 
neighborhood. Our commitment to Yonkers 
and other Westchester-based efforts remains 
steadfast and strong.”

Renee Milligan is a passionate social jus-
tice advocate who has been a driving force be-
hind the Yonkers Greenway since 2008. She 
worked tirelessly to present the vision of the 
Greenway to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, funders, elected officials and com-
munity residents. She joined the Groundwork 
Hudson Valley board in 2018 because she 
said she believes that creating safe, accessible 
green space in her neighborhood will inspire 
community change. 

“A project like this requires extensive 
community support and I hope my work on the 
Yonkers Greenway will inspire other commu-
nity leaders to keep dreaming about what they 
can accomplish to improve their own neigh-
borhoods,” said Milligan. “I’ve been there 
from day one, and my granddaughter Haela 
has been with me at nearly every planning 
meeting. I love to see her using the Greenway 
playground.”
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Groundwork HV Celebrates 
Yonkers Greenway at Gala

L-R: Craig Young, BOA honoree and Business Leader Awardee; Brigitte Griswold, executive 
director of Groundwork Hudson Valley; Mayor Mike Spano, Government Leader Awardee; 

Wendy Zimmermann, Groundwork Hudson Valley Board of Directors chairwoman; and Renee 
Milligan, Community Leader Awardee. Photo by Donna Davis.

A rendering of the Yonkers Greenway Trail, when completed.

Engel to Hold ‘Congress 
In Your Neighborhood’

Westchester Congressman Eliot Engel 
has announced a series of upcoming meetings 
in Mamaroneck and Yonkers. Called “Con-
gress in your Neighborhood,” Engel said he 
hopes to make it easier for constituents living 
in the northern parts of the district to access 
assistance to federal agencies. 

“Although there is already an office in Mt. 
Vernon, I have heard from constituents they 
would like to have an even more local option,” 
he said. “Both locations were chosen for their 
convenience, with free parking and handicap 
access. We will have constituent casework-
ers available to help you with Social Security, 
Medicare, immigration and other federal mat-
ters, in addition to local community concerns.”

Hours will be 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 26, 
Oct. 24, Nov. 14 and Dec. 12 at Mamaroneck 
Town Center, 740 west Boston Post Road; and 
Oct. 3 and 29, Nov. 21 and Dec. 17 at Grinton 
I. Will Library, 1500 Central Park Ave. (Mez-
zanine Level), Yonkers.

If “Congress in Your Neighborhood” 
proves valuable for constituents, new dates 
and potentially additional locations will be 
added next year. Call 914-699-4100 to make 
an appointment in either Mamaroneck or Yon-
kers. A constituent caseworker will preview 
your issue so they can be prepared with the ap-
propriate paperwork for your meeting and let 
you know what documents you should bring, 
as well.

Congressman Eliot Engel with two participants at the Climate Strike in Washington, D.C.

There are children in our community without the help of a 
caring adult. If you, or someone you know, is interested in 
finding out more, call 2-1-1 or visit www.uwwp.org/foster.shtml 
for more information.

KIDS 
BE 
KIDS
Become a Foster Parent.

27th Annual Parade of Homes Oct 10-13 
Corolla to Nags Head     

Tickets $10. 
Good for All 4 Days 

TOUR 17 Select  
Outer Banks 

 Preview: obhomebuilders.org   

Classic Soul & Motown Tribute Show     
“A Decade of Soul” 

Yonkers  
PAL  

Building 
 

127  N. 
Broadway 

Sat. 
 10/26  
7PM  

eventbrite.com 

Fresh off a 10 year residency at  
the legendary BB Kings in NYC 

YONKERS POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE 

Tickets 
$18 
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Yonkers Force vs.  
Yonkers Brave

Friday Night Lights on Oct. 4

For the second time, varsity football will 
be played under lights in the City of Yonkers, 
on Oct. 4. The “Friday night lights” varsity 
football game between the Yonkers Brave 
and Yonkers Force will galvanize enthusiasm 
and support for the merged Yonkers Public 
Schools football varsity and junior varsity 
teams. It will be held at the Roosevelt High 
School-Early College Studies football field, 
631 Tuckahoe Road, at 7 p.m.

The vision of the Yonkers Board of 
Education and Dr. Edwin Quezada, superin-
tendent of schools, is to offer students in the 
district’s eight high schools equitable access 
to high school football. With the collaborative 
support of the City of Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano, police and fire departments, as well as 
their unions’ leadership, dynamic community 
engagement is happening amongst the stu-
dents, their families, police officers and fire-
fighters. 

The Yonkers police and fire departments 
have embraced both teams. The police of-

ficers and firefighters have committed their 
support both on and off the field, to encourage 
the players’ athletic and academic success, as 
well as build strong relationships among the 
city’s youth, police officers and firefighters.

Yonkers Brave players are from Lincoln 
High School, Palisade Preparatory School, 
Riverside H.S., and Saunders Trades & 
Technical High Schools; and Yonkers Force 
players are from Gorton H.S., Roosevelt 
High School-Early College Studies, Yonkers 
Middle/High School and Yonkers Montessori 
Academy.

Admission to the “Friday night lights” 
football game is $5. There are limited seats. 
Purchase tickets in advance at all high schools 
during the school day, as well as at after-
school functions determined by the principal. 
Tickets are available to the community at 
Roosevelt High School-Early College Studies 
through game night, Oct. 4, from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Tickets will not be sold at the game, 
which starts at 7 p.m. 

Get your tickets to “Friday night lights” Yonkers football – The Force vs. The Brave,  
on Oct. 4.

A LIFESTYLE CHANGE TO DO WHAT YOU WANT 

WITZIG is a 21 acre square block of real estate located in 
PT Barnum’s Bethel Connecticut. Set at the junction of two 
major roads it is 6 minute from downtown Bethel and 90 
minutes to New York City. Designer Kerry Landon-Lane has 
modeled both house and land into a magnificent private park 
known as WITZIG. It is now for sale at $790,000. Totally 
suitable for a lifestyle change to do what you want. The land 
offers a myriad of different spaces and vistas connected by 
ridges, water, grassy avenues, trails and crossings. A setting 
for a sculpture garden, yoga gatherings or simply you and 
the dogs. The 2,300 square foot house is a joy with its 
interior of glass, wood, steel, porcelain and most of all light. 
The Bauhaus functionality of spaces flow and flex with the 
humors. A studio is part of the ground floor with its own 
kitchen, bathroom and entrance.  

A private country/urbane place where you are still connected 
to people, shops and business. Contact Lisa Brown at (212) 
733-1613 for further information and to arrange a visit. The 
Brokerage of New England. 

SETTING THE 
GOLD STANDARD 

IN PROPERTY  
TAX REDUCTION.
Last year alone, we saved homeowners like 

 you hundreds of thousands of dollars!  

If you live in Yonkers, you’re probably 
 paying too much in property taxes.

The Gold Property Tax Reduction Group can 
help you get some of that money back.

173 Huguenot Street, Suite 200 • New Rochelle, NY 10801 • 914.336.9310

The Gold Promise:
• Our tax experts are committed to getting you the 
   greatest property tax reduction possible.
• There’s absolutely no risk of your taxes being increased.
• No one will come knocking on your door.
• There is NO FEE unless we lower your taxes.

Apply today at goldpropertytax.com/apply
It only takes a few seconds.
Or call 914.336.9310 to learn more.

Riverfest Recap:
Another Great Event 

Congratulations to the Yonkers Down-
town Waterfront Business Improvement Dis-
trict for keeping the yearly tradition of Riv-
erfest alive and kicking. This year the event 
was held Sept. 14 and did not disappoint, with 
everyone enjoying the musical entertainment, 
arts, crafts, food from all over the world, ex-
hibits, and children’s activities that were avail-

able.
Thousands enjoyed the great weather, an 

Earth Wind & Fire tribute band, animal activi-
ties and presentations for kids, and a visit from 
a British Red Coat on horseback, patrolling 
the grounds of Philipse Manor Hall.

Visit yonkersdowntown.com for more up-
coming events. 

A British Red Coat (Dave Loda) patrols Philipse Manor Hall on horseback

Photos by Donna Davis. Children, parents and a parrot are amazed as a squirrel shows off 
its skills.

Members of the Chabad of Yonkers/
Greystone Jewish Center and Hurwitz’ family and 
children invited all to enjoy the food samples, then 
sounded the shofar (ram’s horn) gently inside the 

store, and more loudly outside, as he left to also 
offer more food and holiday greetings at Whole 
Foods in the Ridge Hill shopping center.

Contact the Chabad of Yonkers/Greystone 
Jewish Center for reservations for the upcoming 
high holiday services, the community dinners, and 
other Jewish community activities at 914-963-
8888 or www.JewishYonkers.com.

Happy New
Continued from Page 1


