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By Dan Murphy 
It was announced las week that the repub-

lican leader of the small minority on the West-
chester County Board of Legislators will not 
seek re-election in November, and the current 
republican mayor of Tuckahoe won’t run for re-
election this spring. Both announcements, while 
not a surprise, are not good news for republi-
cans in Westchester, still reeling from the “blue 
wave,” anti-Trump sentiment in the county. 

BOL Minority Leader John Testa’s an-
nouncement marks the third county legislator 
that has announced their retirements this year, 

but Testa is the first republican to do so and 
some political watchers in Westchester are won-
dering, with a 13-4 democratic supermajority 
currently on the county board, how low can the 
county GOP go? 

Testa’s career as an elected official has 
spanned 22 years, beginning with his first elec-
tion in 1997 for Peekskill City Council. He 
then served three terms as mayor of Peekskill 
and now will complete his fifth term as county 
legislator, serving the last six years as minority 
leader for the board.

By Dan Murphy 
The State Senate, led by Majority Leader An-

drea Stewart-Cousins from Westchester, continues 
to pass legislation that members ran on last No-
vember and address items that were consistently 
blocked by the former republican State Senate 
majority. Last week, it was the Child Victims Act, 
which reforms the statute of limitations for victims 
of child sexual abuse. 

The Child Victims Act will raise the criminal 

statute of limitations for child sexual abuse crimes 
by five years and raise the civil statute of limita-
tions for causes of action brought by someone 
seeking redress for physical, psychological or oth-
er injury caused by child sexual abuse to age 55. 

Additionally, this legislation will create a one-
year window, starting six months from the effec-
tive date of the bill, for past victims of child sexual 
abuse to initiate lawsuits against their abusers and 

By Dan Murphy 
A dozen employees at the Trump National 

Golf Club Westchester were fired late last month 
after an internal review of their employee docu-
ments found them to be fraudulent. All of the em-
ployees, determined to be undocumented workers, 
were immediately fired without severance despite 
some having worked for the Trump Organization 

for 14 years. 
Eric Trump, President Donald Trump’s son, 

who is acting CEO at many of the Trump golf 
courses, said in a statement: “We are making a 
broad effort to identify any employee who has giv-
en false and fraudulent documents to unlawfully 
gain employment. Where identified, any individual 

Teatown, a nonprofit environmental educa-
tion center and nature preserve, will host its 15th 
annual Teatown Hudson River EagleFest on Sat-
urday, Feb.  9 at Croton Point Park in Croton-on-
Hudson. The grand celebration, which is the larg-
est winter collection of wildlife lovers and bird 
enthusiasts in the region, is a highly anticipated 
event that celebrates the return of the bald eagle to 
the Hudson River Valley.

Teatown Executive Director Kevin Carter ex-

pressed why this year’s event is both an exciting 
and important event for everyone in the Hudson 
Valley region. “To help celebrate the 15th anni-
versary of EagleFest, we wanted to illustrate how 
climate change effects everyone,” he said. “We 
have designed a program that touches every part of 
our community, from children to seniors; elected 
officials to non-profit organizations. We want the 
thousands of people who attend EagleFest to see, 

By Dan Murphy 
We often hear the question, Why don’t 

more people run for office? The answer for most 
is that they refuse to put their private and per-
sonal lives through the meat grinder that is now 
our political discourse and the “gotcha” media 
and “if it bleeds, it leads” mentality.

But when someone steps forward to chal-

lenge the status quo and run for office, many of 
the same people who wonder why more people 
don’t run like to tear down those who have de-
cided to run. 

Former Starbuck’s CEO Howard Schultz 
announced via twitter: “I love our country. I am 
seriously thinking of running for president as a 
centrist independent.” That exploration, coming 

By Dan Murphy 
For many years, our Eastchester Rising 

and Yonkers Rising newspapers have cele-
brated the academic excellence of high school 
seniors in Yonkers, Eastchester and Tuckahoe 
by highlighting the hard work of valedictori-
ans and salutatorians. 

This year we expand our horizons into 
the rest of Westchester. If you have informa-

tion on the valedictorian and salutatorian in 
your local high school, send us the informa-
tion and a photo and we will feature their ef-
forts on the front page. 

We start with Lakeland High School, and 
2019 Valedictorian Jothi Ramaswamy and Sa-
lutatorian Kiera Wax. 

Jothi has been has working to spread 

Legislator Testa, Mayor Ecklond 
Not Seeking Re-Election

State Senate Passes 
Child Victims Act 

Justice for Those Who Prey on Children 

Trump Briarcliff Golf Course 
Fires Undocumented Employees

E-Verify to be Used at All Trump Properties  

EagleFest Flying Again 
Feb. 9 at Teatown

Why Schultz’ Presidential 
Bid Should be Welcomed 

‘Thank You Howard’

Celebrating Academic 
Excellence in Westchester 

Lakeland H.S. Valedictorian & Salutatorian 

County Legislator John Testa, left, and Tuckahoe Mayor Steve Ecklond, right, will not be  
running for re-election.

State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins advocates for passage of the Child  
Victims Act. 

L-R – Rudy Guiliani, President Donald Trump, Michael Bloomberg, President Bill Clinton, Joe 
Torre and Billy Crystal at Trump National Golf Course in Briarcliff several years ago.

Fly over to Teatown this weekend for EagleFest.

Former Starbuck’s CEO Howard Schultz

L-R – Dr. George Stone, superintendent of Lakeland Schools; H.S. Salutatorian Kiera Wax, 
Valedictorian Jothi Ramaswamy and Principal Christopher Cummings.
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By Robert Kalfus 
In honor of Holocaust Remembrance Day, 

Yonkers resident and holocaust survivor Betty 
Migdol was recently honored by the Yonkers 
City Council, and President Mike Khader who 
remarked that “Betty Migdol worked at the Al-
exandor’s and the Caldor stores on Yonkers Av-
enue, which are long gone, but Betty Migdol is 
still among us.”

The City Council and Khader honored 
Migdol with proclamations and a standing ova-
tion, as her daughter June Hirsch accompanied 
her at the council’s fourth floor chamber. 

Migdol was born Dec. 19,1927, the third 
of six children, to a religious and poor fam-
ily in Ruscova, Romania, a small town in the 
Carpathian Mountains. Migdol was smart but 
lacked a formal education. Her job at home 
was to care for her three younger siblings, who 
loved her greatly. 

In 1944, when she was 16, the Hungarians 
who had moved into her town rounded up all 
the Jews and sent them first to a ghetto and then 
on transport trains to the Auschwitz death camp. 
After six months at Auschwitz, she was sent to a 
slave labor camp. When the war ended in 1945, 
Migdol fled from the Russian soldiers who were 
cruel to young girls, and was able to make her 
way home, where in Ruscova, she found out 
that any other family members who were sent 
to concentration camps died.

Migdol’s older brother and sister also 
survived, because they never were sent to the 
ghetto and Auschwitz. Orphaned and seeing 

that there was nothing left for her in Ruscova, 
she went with three of her surviving cousins to a 
displaced persons camp in Germany, where she 
stayed for 16 months.

In 1947, she was able to cross the Atlantic 
Ocean to come to New York, where her new life 
began. A few weeks later she met Harry Migdol 
and they married in 1949, had two daughters, 
and owned a business. Incredibly, she put the 
horrors of her teenage years behind her, and 
kept her love for the Jewish religion. 

The Migdols moved to Yonkers in 1970 
and she worked in Alexander’s and Caldors. 
She now has five grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren – with more to come. She made a 
beautiful life for herself and others. Migdol said 
she is proud that Judaism has not only survived, 
but continued to grow in her family and with all 
who know her.

Migdol has long been a member and sup-
porter of Chabad of Yonkers. She is the matri-
arch of her family and a great role model for 
the community, instilling such a strong sense of 
Jewish pride in her children and grandchildren, 
that her great-grand children attend a Chabad 
pre-school program – schooling that was denied 
to her.

Every year during the Holiday of Sha-
vuos (the holiday that commemorates the Giv-
ing of the Torah), Migdol sponsors a Kiddush 
luncheon in loving memory of her dear family 
members that perished in the Holocaust. Al-
though it is now difficult for Migdol to walk to 
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Westchester Holocaust 
Survivor Visits City Hall 

Photo by Robert Kalfus. Holocaust survivor Betty Migdol with Rabbi Mendy Huwitz of the 
Greyston Jewish Center Chabad of Yonkers, Council President Mike Khader and members of 

the Yonkers City Council.
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Give your money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher interest rates.  
Talk to a banker for more details. Offer expires March 22, 2019. 

Fixed Rate CD

Guaranteed fixed rate with new money deposits of at least 
$25,000 for an 11-month term.

2.60%
Annual Percentage Yield for 11 months2

Platinum Savings Account

Enjoy a special interest rate for 12 months with new money 
deposits of at least $25,000 and a minimum daily account 
balance of $25,000 or more.

2.10%
Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months1
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Free Tax Prep for Working 
Families and Individuals 

For Those Earning Less Than $54K Per Year 

The Westchester-Putnam Workforce De-
velopment Board hosted an IRS-endorsed “Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance” program kick-
off event last week in Mt. Vernon. The kickoff 
launches an educational campaign to increase 
awareness to eligible Westchester County resi-
dents about the free tax prep assistance avail-
able, and the qualifications to receive federal tax 
credits designed to help low-income taxpayers 
making less than $54,884 a year. 

The VITA program, which will run through 
April 15 at seven locations (see below), helps 
low- and moderate-income individuals and fam-
ilies eligible for the federal Earned Income Tax 
Credit file their taxes and maximize their returns. 
To make sure the program delivers maximum 
benefits, VITA relies on dedicated volunteers to 
act as greeters, and assist with translation and 
call-center operations. Tax preparation is done 
by IRS-certified volunteers. 

“We are committed to helping our residents 
take advantage of all the tax credits for which 
they are eligible,” said Westchester County Ex-
ecutive George Latimer. “The VITA program 
not only assists working families and individu-

als, but also increases tax dollars in the county. 
It is estimated that about 80 percent of refunds 
are then spent locally, which generates local 
sales, wages and jobs, ultimately boosting the 
local economy.”

Call 211 or 1-800-899-1479 to make an ap-
pointment, or visit one of seven locations listed 
at www.westchesterputnamonestop.com. 

Free Tax Prep Locations
White Plains Career Center, 120 Blooming-

dale Road, second floor
Mercy College, 555 Broadway, Dobbs 

Ferry, in Victory Hall, Room 100 (formerly Our 
Lady of Victory HS)

Mount Vernon Career Center, 130 Mount 
Vernon Ave.

Westchester Community College Gateway 
Center, 75 Grassland Road, Gateway Building 
across from parking Lot 1, Valhalla

SUNY Westchester Educational Opportu-
nity Center, 26 S. Broadway, Yonkers 

IFCA Housing Network, 138 Spring St., 
Ossining

For more information, visit www.west-
chesterputnamonestop.com.

James Bernardo, president of Candela Systems; Westchester Deputy County Executive Ken 
Jenkins; Westchester Career Center Manager OJ Yizar; Katrina Alexander, director of tempo-
rary assistance in Yonkers; volunteer tax preparer Larry Cowen; Donnovan Beckford, execu-
tive director of WestCOP; Department of Social Services Commissioner Kevin McGuire; VITA 
Program Director Victor Avendano; volunteer tax preparer Tamicka Hall; Rudy Aikens, VITA 

site coordinator; Thom Kleiner, executive director of the Westchester-Putnam Workforce 
Development Board; and volunteer tax preparer Antonio Stamos. Photo by Risa Hoag.

View your favorite paper online! Visit 
www.risingmediagroup.com
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Latimer & West. Respond to 
No New Natural Gas Lines Edict 

Free Meditation Class 
In Hastings-on-Hudson

By Dan Murphy 
Westchester County Executive George 

Latimer held a press conference on Monday 
to announce steps that the county will take, in 
conjunction with local cities, to deal with Con 
Edison’s announcement last week that it is im-
posing a moratorium on all new natural gas 
lines for new customers in mid- and southern 
Westchester.   

“This moratorium is a serious move 
that will impact development in Westchester 
County – particularly in our major cities where 
development has been very much part of their 
economic revival efforts,” he said. “Our goal 
in county government is to bring together all 
local governments and plan – together – how 
we must respond to this.”

This approach includes:
* Facilitating next steps with municipali-

ties and Con Edison, including compiling a 
list of all development projects throughout the 
county, both planned and underway, to get a 
better picture of where Westchester is regard-
ing increased natural gas demand.         

* Enlisting the help of energy consultants 
who can guide the county through the regu-
latory process, and asking Director of Energy 
and Sustainability Pete McCartt with perform-
ing a survey to explore how the county can 
reduce gas usage at its facilities.

* Tasking Director of Operations Joan 
McDonald with working with New York State 
Public Service Commission Chairman and 
CEO John Rhodes to encourage Con Edison 
to delay the moratorium so the county can de-
velop an action plan. Latimer will testify at the 
next PSC hearing this month.

* Working with the business community, 
and other entities, to help navigate this mora-
torium and how it relates to development.

“There is no doubt in my mind that the 
Con Edison natural gas moratorium poses a 
serious challenge to the Westchester econo-
my,” said Westchester Assemblyman David 
Buchwald. “It is now our task as representa-
tives of the people and businesses of West-
chester to help provide as clear a path forward 
as possible.”

Westchester Assemblywoman Amy Pau-
lin added: “The proposed gas moratorium by 
Con Edison is an all-hands-on-deck moment 
for our county, and I am thankful for County 
Executive Latimer’s leadership. We need to 
come together to fi gure out how best to pre-
serve the development projects that drive so 
much of our economy, and special circum-
stances like school construction. I am hopeful 
that this will both lead to a broader awareness 
of renewable energy options, and better com-
munication between the state, Con Edison, 
and our local communities around creative 
solutions to head off a crisis.”

Board of Legislators Chairman Ben 
Boykin said: “This will affect everyone in 
Westchester County – developers, homeown-
ers, school districts, municipalities and others. 
The board will be speaking with Con Edison 
and working with the county executive and 

municipal governments to make sure a plan 
is in place which allows a way forward for 
developers and homeowners, and which ad-
dresses concerns about the adequacy of the 
natural gas supply, while continuing our push 
toward renewables.”

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson 
said: “We are very fortunate to benefi t from 
the county executive’s leadership on this is-
sue and his instantly recognizing this is a re-
gional challenge and we must coordinate our 
efforts. The cities of Westchester County are 
going through historic renewal and it is years 
of painstaking efforts that put us in this posi-
tion. To receive this sudden news from Con 
Edison is potentially very problematic – but 
I am confi dent that all of us working together 
can achieve a solution.”

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach added: 
“The county executive’s leadership on this 
issue has been tremendous. Part of what we 
need to do is get all of the facts on the table 
for developers so we can work together to 
make the changes we need to make to keep 
our economy moving forward.”

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano said: “There 
is no question a gas moratorium will greatly 
impact development in Yonkers and across the 
county. It is essential we obtain an indepen-
dent verifi cation of the severity of the prob-
lem. We need to know if there is still addition-
al capacity that would allow the moratorium 
to be delayed until alternative energy sources 
are put in place. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues in government to ensure 
our cities’ concerns are heard and appropri-
ately handled.”

Con Edison has remained silent since the 
announcement. The Public Service Commis-
sion will play a large role in determining if the 
March 15 moratorium date becomes real, and 
all new development projects in the lower half 
of the county will come to a halt. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo and Westches-
ter State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, two of 
the three most powerful politicians in the state 
and both of whom reside in Westchester, also 
need to add their views on the matter. 

One of the arguments given by Con Edi-
son and the Business Council of Westchester 
is that “the problem is that there is insuffi cient 
transmission pipeline capacity to get it to us. 
Con Edison has the ability to deliver gas but 
it is unable to access additional supplies, and 
any attempt to add major new natural gas ca-
pacity to the region has been either rejected 
or drowned out by calls for fi nding new al-
ternative energy sources instead,” said BCW 
President and CEO Marsha Gordon said last 
week. These arguments were not addressed 
by Latimer or any of the offi cials at the press 
conference. 

In fact, just the opposite argument was 
articulated by some at the press conference 
– that no additional natural gas pipelines are 
needed or should be considered, and that ener-
gy saving methods and alternative, renewable 
fuel options should be prioritized. 

A free, hour-long Saturday morning medi-
tation class will be held Feb. 23 at 11 a.m. at 
the First Unitarian Society of Westchester, 25 
Old Jackson Ave., Hastings-on-Hudson. Led by 

June Sidman, it will begin with a spiritual read-
ing and will consist of sitting meditations that 
follow the breath, letting go of thoughts when 
they come up.  No experience is necessary.

Baby, It’s Cold Outside!  
By Eric Schoen 

Polar vortex… Do 
you ever remember hear-
ing that expression when 
you were growing up? 
When the calendar turned 
to January and February 
you knew the tempera-
tures were not going to 
be 80 degrees, and that 
there was every possibil-
ity that “the weather out-
side would be frightful.” 
Temperatures would fall 
into the teens and single 
digits. All that meant was 
putting on another layer 
of clothes. 

Snow, ice and sleet 
are such a hassle for us. 
Don’t you hate when you 
host a visitor from a warm 
climate and they are de-
lighted when they see a fl ake of snow falling from 
the sky? I’ll never forget being in Plaza Las Ameri-
cas, this gigantic shopping mall in Puerto Rico, at 
Christmastime several years ago. They were mak-
ing an artifi cial snow fall from the top fl oor of the 
mall to the entertainment/activity center on the fi rst 
fl oor. Kids and grownups alike danced and twirled 
with the artifi cial snow falling on top of them. 

Everyone was so excited, and if the artifi cial 
snow stopped for a minute to recharge the device 
that made it, the crowd would get very upset. All I 
was thinking of was taking some of these folks so 
enjoying the snow back to Yonkers to help me dig 
my car out when the next big snow storm hit. 

Digging your car out… Mom and Dad parked 
their cars on the street on Bruce Avenue, the street 
where I grew up. The plows would plow the snow 
on top of the cars, the cars would have to get out 
and throw the snow back in the street. It was a vi-
cious cycle, just like it is today. Only today, there 
are so many more cars clogging the streets, so 
things have gotten much worse. 

It’s still illegal to throw snow on the street 
when you dig out your car or shovel your sidewalk 
or garage entrance. But people still do it. The ques-
tion is: If not the street, where does one put the 
shoveled snow? 

I enjoyed riding an old fashion wood sled on 
the weekends or whenever school was closed be-
cause the roads were clogged with snow. Basically, 
either you had a sled or you would take pieces of a 
large cardboard box and sail down the hill. Bruce 
Avenue from Rockledge Place to Lawrence Street 
was the perfect distance for riding a sled, and cer-
tainly steep enough. You would slide down the 
hill carefully not to sail into one of the many cars 
parked on both sides of the street. 

Allowing cars to park on both sides of the 
street not only made it impossible to clear the snow 
(as it does today), but it also made a sort of bumper 
ride as you were coming down the hill. Somebody 
always got stuck in the middle of the hill, forcing 
you to swerve around them and trying very hard to 
miss the parked cars. 

With the hills in Yonkers, no matter what 
part of the city you lived in, kids were guaran-
teed a good ride with your sled. I could either go 
down Bruce Avenue to Lawrence Street, or down 
Bruce Avenue and down Rockledge Place to South 
Broadway. But you had to be careful when you 
hit South Broadway because it was an emergency 
street that got cleared fi rst. You had to be able to 
brake, as you didn’t want to hit the cars running 

along the snow-free South 
Broadway. 

You were sad when 
the snow plow reached 
your block and took your 
sledding path away, but 
you could always count 
on the hill at Pelton Field 
– or as old-timers knew 
it, Pelton Oval. The snow 
remained unplowed on 
the steep hill in the park, 
allowing many hours of 
fun. It had its fair share of 
accidents over the years, 
and the city would close it 
until forced to open it by 
neighbors. 

I Googled Pelton 
Field to see what would 
come up. First thing is 
that it came up as Pelton 
Oval, its offi cial name. 

The description: “Green space with a playground 
plus soccer fi elds, basketball courts and other 
sports facilities.” And I must say that the Parks De-
partment has done some wonderful renovations of 
the park recently. But nary a mention of being one 
of the best places in Yonkers to go sledding. 

Wooden sleds? A thing of the past. When 
was the last time you put a sled under the Christ-
mas tree? Or gave a sled as one of the gifts for 
the eight days of Chanukah? Now they have these 
big, round, fl exible fl yer things on sale at Target 
for $4, or a steel red saucer fl exible fl yer costing 
a bit more. 

Why do you think on snowy days you don’t 
see many sleds fl ying down the hills of Yonkers? 
If kids are out in the snow, they have a shovel in 
hand, wanting to make a couple of bucks by shov-
eling out your driveway or your car. No school? 
Who would want to be out in the cold snow when 
you can sit in the warmth of your apartment play-
ing video games and watching television?

It dawned on me that with such a large Latino 
population, I should ask a friend from Puerto Rico 
why I don’t see kids fl ying down the steep hills 
of Yonkers on their sleds anymore. He reminded 
me that sleigh riding is not a popular pastime in 
Latin America countries. Why? They didn’t have 
snow. Pretty intelligent explanation! I guess that’s 
why the sight of make believe snow in the mall in 
Puerto Rico was such a treat.

Mom and Dad told me that when they were 
young, the ice in the Hudson River would freeze 
so hard they could walk over the river from Yon-
kers to Alpine, N.J. I don’t know if that was an old 
wives tale or what, because it’s been very hard to 
verify. Send me a note if you crossed the Hudson to 
Jersey on foot when the ice was frozen hard.

So the polar vortex is coming. Hopefully by 
the times you read this article it will be long gone. 
But, hey, sometimes it’s nice to forget about gov-
ernment shutdowns and walls and reminisce about 
the good old days. 

Cue Mary Hopkin: “Those were the days my 
friend/We thought they’d never end/We’d sing 
and dance forever and a day/We’d live the life we 
choose/We’d fi ght and never lose/For we were 
young and sure to have our way.”

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@aol.
com. Follow him on Twitter @ericyonkers. Listen 
to Eric Schoen and Dan Murphy on the Westches-
ter Rising Radio Show no Thursdays from 10 to 11 
a.m. on WVOX 1460 AM or download the Simple 
Radio app for free from the App Store. 

Eric Schoen

TOWN OF EASTCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that sealed bids will be received at the Offi ce of the 
TOWN CLERK, TOWN OF EASTCHESTER, 40 Mill Road, Eastchester, New 
York, 10709 on FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2019, at 11:00 o’clock A.M., relating to 
2019 Ground Maintenance Operations:  Mowing, Leaf Blowing, Fall Cleanup And 
Vine Control on Town property within the Town of Eastchester, in accordance with 
the specifi cations on fi le in the Offi ce of the Town Clerk.  Said bids will be publicly 
opened and read at said time and place.

The Town reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

BY THE ORDER OF THE SUPERVISOR AND THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 
TOWN OF EASTCHESTER, NEW YORK          

LINDA LAIRD      
TOWN CLERK                         

Legal Notices

CGroppe Glassworks
Art Glass • Jewelry • Home Décor

❖ H A N D 
C R A F T E D  
I N  T H E  
H U D S O N 
V A L L E Ywww.cgroppeglassworks.com

Unique one of a kind hand cra� ed gi� s & décor
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A new lodge 
was instituted into 
the New York Grand 
Lodge, Order Sons 
and Daughters of Ita-
ly in America in Yon-
kers on Feb. 1. 

The Offi cer 
Joseph B. Colello 
Lodge 2998 plans 
to install 35 mem-
bers during a spe-
cial ceremony at the 
Westchester Manor 
in Hastings-On-Hud-
son.

Both State Presi-
dent Robert Ferrito 
and National First 
Vice President Nancy DiFiore Quinn will be in 
attendance, along with many other national and 
state offi cers. The new lodge will be sponsored 
by Anthony Maggiacomo Lodge 2320, Le Ami-
che Lodge 2550 and John D. Calandra Lodge 
2600.

The founders of the lodge are Carmine Zul-
lo, Steven Torsiello and Neil Pellone. The new 
president of the lodge is Carmine Zullo.

Offi cer Joseph B. Colello was a correction 
Offi cer with the Westchester County Depart-
ment of Corrections. A beloved son, brother, 
grandson, nephew, cousin, and friend with an 
enormous passion for life and adventure, he was 
taken from his family way too early in life. The 
New York Grand Lodge, OSIA, is honored to 
recognize Colello’s love of family, love of com-
munity, and love of country as they initiate a 
new group of men and women into the national 
organization.

Colello was born Aug. 2, 1984 and attend-

ed Sacred Heart 
Grade School. 
Following gradu-
ation from Saun-
ders Trade and 
Technical High 
School, he began 
working for Top 
Line Mechanical 
as a HVAC techni-
cian. In 2008, he 
decided to switch 
careers and Joe 
became a correc-
tion offi cer with 
the Westchester 
County Depart-
ment of Correc-
tions. 

Everyone who knew Colello would agree 
that he didn’t take life for granted, and his un-
forgettable memory will live on with his family 
and friends forever.

State President Ferrito and State First Vice 
President Anthony Naccarato, and the entire 
state membership committee, look forward 
to the institution of Offi cer Joseph B. Colello 
Lodge 2998 and wish them members in all their 
future endeavors.

Founded in 1905 to help early Italian im-
migrants, the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 
in America is today’s leading voice of the na-
tion’s 26 million Italian-Americans. The New 
York Grand Lodge is dedicated to promoting 
their culture, traditions, language, the legacy of 
ancestors, and their contributions to the U.S. and 
the world. 

For more information, contact the New 
York Grand Lodge offi ce at 516-785-4623 or 
nysosia@aol.com.

There are a number of events scheduled 
this weekend at Westchester County parks and 
nature centers.

On Saturday, Feb. 9, EagleFest on the 
Hudson will take place at Croton Point Park 
in Croton-on-Hudson between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m., featuring exhibits, live birds of prey and 
eagle-walks, along with food vendors and kids’ 
activities. The snow date is Feb. 10. For admis-
sion fees and more information, visit teatown.
org or call 914-862-52297.

The Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary 
at Playland Park in Rye will host a Volunteer 
Corps Work Day on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Help with invasive vine cutting, trail 
work, beach clean-up and more. Weather per-
mitting. 914-967-8720.

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at the 
Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound 
Ridge Reservation on Routes 35 and 121 South 
in Cross River, there will be family maple 
syrup tapping. Bring your family or a group 
of friends to learn the ins and outs of maple 
sugaring. This is a one-on-one event and times 
must be reserved in advance. The cost is $50 
per group and includes the tapping experience, 
a souvenir photo/frame and a bottle of maple 
syrup (once the season has ended). 914-864-
7322.

A Valentine’s Day story and craft will take 
place Saturday from 1 to 2 p.m. at Muscoot 
Farm on Route 100 in Somers. There will be 
a reading of “Pete the Cat: Valentine’s Day is 
Cool,” followed by a craft. Space is limited; 
registration is required at 914-864-7286.

Also on Saturday, the Marshlands Con-

servancy on Boston Post Road in Rye will 
host a volunteer work project to remove veg-
etation from along the shoreline, from 1 to 3 
p.m. Great for any type of service credit hours. 
Bring work gloves, all hand tools will be pro-
vided. 914-835-4466.

The Cranberry Lake Preserve on Old Or-
chard Street in North White Plains will host 
winter crafts from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Come in from 
the cold and make some winter crafts. Regis-
tration is required. 914-428-1005.

The Westchester Knicks will play the 
Long Island Nets on Saturday at 7 p.m. at the 
Westchester County Center, 198 N. Central 
Ave., White Plains. Tickets are available at 
westchesterknicks.com. 914-995-4050,

On Sunday, Feb. 10, Muscoot Farm in 
Somers will tap its trees from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Learn a brief history of maple sugaring, then 
help tap some of maple trees. 914-864-7282.

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans 
Memorial on Route 35 in Somers will host 
“High Tea and English Paper Piercing” on 
Sunday from 1 to 3 p.m. This is the second 
session of two-part workshop. For ages 13 and 
older. Registration is required at lasdonpark.
org. 914-864-7268.

The Marshlands Conservancy in Rye will 
host an opening reception for “A Different 
Point of View” from to 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday. Cel-
ebrate artwork inspired by Marshlands Conser-
vancy. Refreshments will be served, courtesy 
of the Friends of Marshlands. 914-835-4466.

More information about Westchester 
County parks and nature centers is available at 
parks.westchestergov.com.

A number of historical programs are 
scheduled in the upcoming weeks at St. Paul’s 
Historic Church, 897 S. Columbus Ave., Mt. 
Vernon.

In recognition of Black History Month, 
Michael Crowder, a dissertation fellow at the 
Institute for Thomas Paine Studies, will explore 
African-Americans and the abolitionist move-
ment in the era of the American Revolution on 
Saturday, Feb. 9 at 1 p.m. Crowder, who also 
teaches American history at Queens College, is 
writing his doctoral dissertation on that subject, 
at the Graduate Center of the City University 
of New York. 

On President’s Day, Monday, Feb. 18, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the opening of a new 
exhibit titled “A Special Role: St. Paul’s and 
World War II,” including a talk about Presi-
dent Roosevelt and World War II by Dr. David 
Woolner, senior fellow, Hyde Park resident his-

torian at the Roosevelt Institute, and professor 
of history at Marist College. There will also be 
re-enactors portraying presidents. 

A recognition of Women’s History Month 
will be held Saturday, March 9 from noon to 
4 p.m., featuring a 1 p.m. digital presentation, 
with commentary and discussion about women 
and World War II – Rosie the Riveter by Pro-
fessor Lisa Keller of SUNY Purchase. At 2:30 
p.m., enjoy a performance of “The Victory 
Gardens Plays” by Tara Meddaugh, a new play 
based on the popular Victory Gardens of the 
World War II era.  

On Friday, March 22 at 3 p.m., enjoy an 
hour of jazz selections including Brazilian 
compositions featuring Mark Morganelli on 
fl ugelhorn and percussion, with Eddie Mon-
teiro on midi-accordion and vocals.

For more information, call 914-667-4116 
or visit www.nps.gov/sapa. 

Sons & Daughters of Italy 
Announce New Lodge

Upcoming Events at 
St. Paul’s Historic Church 

Birds, Maple Syrup and 
More at Nature Centers

Building a Bright Future

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR
M I D D L E  S C H O O L

Penfield Central School District is in compliance with the United States Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Title IX 
Educational Amendment of 1972, Part 86, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  The School District 
provides equal employment opportunity to all individuals and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,  
creed, national origin, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender, military/veteran status, genetic 
status, prior criminal record, or victim of domestic violence.

All positions require appropriate NYS certification.

The Penfield Central School District anticipates the following 
probationary teaching openings for the 2019-20 school year:

2019-20 ANTICIPATED VACANCIES

Please complete an application online at www.penfield.edu
and apply to appropriate job.

TECHNOLOGY
· SPANISH
· FRENCH
· LIBRARY MEDIA 

SPECIALIST
· SCHOOL COUNSELOR
· SPECIAL EDUCATION 

(K-12)

· MUSIC
· ENGLISH
· LITERACY (K-12)
· ELEMENTARY
· PHYSICAL EDUCATION
· SPEECH & LANGUAGE 

DISABILITIES
· CHEMISTRY/PHYSICS 

Westchester County has entered into a 
fi ve-year agreement with NuEnergen, LLC, to 
provide the county with “Demand Response” 
program services that may earn the county mil-
lions of dollars over the life of the contract, as 
well as provide an opportunity to further en-
hance its sustainability efforts. 

Demand response is used as a resource 
for balancing energy supply and demand, and 
helps protect against unplanned power out-
ages. Demand response programs offer fi nan-
cial incentives to owners of facilities, in this 
case the county, which can reduce the need for 
kilowatts during times of high stress on the re-
gion’s electric grid.

The contract with NuEnergen was ap-
proved by the county’s Board of Acquisition 
and Contract and commenced Sept. 1. With 
multiple sites eligible for demand response 
participation, Westchester County can poten-
tially earn new recurring revenue of an esti-
mated $2 million annually.

As part of this program, the county re-
mains on stand-by to lower energy usage dur-
ing times of stress – like days with sweltering 
heat. On these “high-stress” days, the county 
would be notifi ed 24 hours in advance of a de-
mand response event beginning and would re-
duce energy usage at some of its non-essential 
facilities – i.e. reduce lighting or shift kW load 
to on-site generators. 

The site-specifi c protocols proposed by 
NuEnergen will keep each facility fully opera-
tional while reducing stress on the power grid. 
Only a few short hours later, the event would 
end, and normal operations would resume. 
The more kW load – or number of facilities 
– that are enrolled in the program, the higher 
the earnings for the county would be. Nearly 
all facilities have back-up generators or power 
sources in cases where facility operation needs 
to be in continued use.

Similar demand response programs man-
aged by NuEnergen have already proved to 
be successful with the City of New York, the 
New York/New Jersey Port Authority and the 

Metropolitan Transit Authority , who have col-
lectively earned millions of dollars since its 
inception.

“This program is a win-win for West-
chester residents,” said Westchester County 
Executive George Latimer. “It provides rev-
enue through creative solutions to help our 
well-documented budget gap in the short term, 
while also reducing the county’s reliance on 
traditional energy solutions – which is good 
for our region in the long term. This is just one 
example of the inventive fi xes my administra-
tion is working on to help us move Westchester 
forward.”

Westchester County Director of Energy 
Conservation and Sustainability Peter McCartt 
added: “It is on us in government to fi nd ways 
to enhance our sustainability efforts for the 
good of, not just our county, but for the entire 
planet. It also helps the people of Westchester 
by minimizing the risk of brown-outs or black-
outs. This is just one of the many ideas we are 
working on, and the opportunity for increased 
revenue makes entering into a ‘demand re-
sponse’ program a no-brainer.”

While the county anticipates a summer 
2019 start, there are a few sites that can be 
readily enrolled for the current winter period. 
This will allow the county to experience the 
enrollment, notifi cation and load shed process 
fi rsthand with a select number of sites in prepa-
ration for a much larger enrollment in summer 
2019.

“NuEnergen is excited to serve Westches-
ter County,” said NuEnergen President and 
CEO Kevin Hamilton. “Participation in De-
mand Response programs will guarantee West-
chester County recurring revenue that will lend 
itself as critical aid to the county budget. KW 
load reduction will also support grid reliability 
and the avoidance of a blackout, allowing the 
county to be a good neighbor and contribute 
to greater cause for the community. Like New 
York City, Westchester County’s participation 
will deliver a key sustainability success story 
and an example of fi scal innovation.”

County Could Earn Millions 
With Sustainability Program

Celebrate Shabbat with
 Pajamas and Pasta 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center and PJ Library 
will present “Music and Munchies: Pajamas and 
Pasta Party” on Saturday, Feb. 23 from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. Enjoy a free evening of music, dancing, 
and eating as you celebrate Shabbat. Don’t for-
get to wear your pajamas.

This event features an interactive sing-
along with Tkiya, the Jewish community music 
initiative.  All are welcome.

This event is ideal for ages 0 to 6 and their 
families. RSVP is required by Feb. 17 to Stacey 
at PJLibrary@g-h-c.org.
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In 1919, Woodrow Wilson was president, 
World War I had just ended, and Congress 
approved the right of women to vote. That 
same year, a group of charitable Austrian Jews 
sponsored the creation of a home for the aged 
in New Rochelle. In its fi rst decade, the then 
“United Home for Aged Hebrews” provided 
care for 51 elderly men and women in need 
at a two-story frame house on three park-like 
acres on Pelham Road in New Rochelle. 

Now a nationally-recognized senior living 
community, United Hebrew of New Rochelle 
(as it is now known) celebrated its 100th anni-
versary at a joyous “Forever Young” birthday 
party Jan. 30. The event, which was the kick-
off of United Hebrew’s Centennial Celebra-
tion, took place at the original Pelham Road 
location, which has transformed from its mod-
est beginnings into a modern 7.5-acre campus 
of comprehensive care, with 800 staff serving 
1,000 residents and patients daily through a 
broad array of supportive care services.

A standing-room-only crowd of distin-
guished guests, including County Executive 
George Latimer and New Rochelle Mayor 
Noam Bramson, gathered to congratulate 
United Hebrew and applaud the organization’s 
ongoing commitment to providing compas-
sionate care for Westchester’s seniors and 
their families. 

“This milestone was made possible be-
cause of the incredible support we have from 
our community,” said Rita Mabli, president/
CEO of United Hebrew. “Our tremendous 
staff, our extraordinarily committed board of 
directors, and our generous donors and com-
munity leaders have brought us to this mo-
ment. With your continued support, we look 
forward to another century of caring for se-
niors – from those who live independently, to 
those with advanced health care needs, and 
everyone in between.” 

At the event, Latimer presented Mabli 
with a special proclamation honoring United 
Hebrew for its longevity and commitment to 
caring for Westchester’s seniors, a growing 
segment of the county’s population.

“When you have a need, whether for 
your parents or for yourselves, it’s a comfort 
to know there’s an institution like this, that 
has a level of skill, a level of caring that is 
unmatched,” said Latimer. “Now that I have 
responsibility all over the county, I have the 
chance to see many similar facilities. But in 

many ways, this is home. Thank you, from a 
grateful county.”

Bramson honored United Hebrew with a 
symbolic “Key to the City,” recognizing Mab-
li’s leadership and the organization’s contribu-
tions to the City of New Rochelle. 

“Year 100! It stops you in your tracks,” 
said Bramson. “United Hebrew is thriving. 
Countless people had their lives extended by 
the extraordinary care here. Compassion, car-
ing, and love are upheld at United Hebrew ev-
ery day. At 100 you’re just hitting your stride.”

The event featured an interfaith prayer 
service led by Rabbi Zachary Sitkin of Beth 
El Synagogue; the Rev. Doctor DeQuincy 
Hentz of Shiloh Baptist Church; and Father 
Peter Biju of Blessed Sacrament Church. Re-
fl ections and remembrances were offered by 
Sister Regina Kehoe, a former principal at The 
Ursuline School in New Rochelle, and long-
time staff members Patricia McCormack, a 
registered nurse, and Mertel Thomas, a physi-
cal therapy aide who began working at United 
Hebrew in 1964 and 1969, respectively. A 
moving performance of the songs “Seasons 
of Love,” “Forever Young” and “Don’t Stop 
Believin’” – by a choral group composed of 
members of United Hebrew’s leadership team 
called “Rita’s Red Scarves Singers – capped 
off the festivities.  

United Hebrew has planned an exuberant 
year-long centennial celebration fi lled with 
exciting events and observances and invites 
the community to join the fun. 

On Sunday, March 3 will be a centennial 
art exhibition featuring an amazing tableau of 
photos and art, showcasing residents and their 
families. It will be on view at United Hebrew’s 
Lazarus Gallery.

On Tuesday, April 16 there will be a his-
tory talk and dedication of a commemorative 
bench. Barbara Davis, New Rochelle’s offi cial 
historian, will offer up a “100 Years Young” 
history presentation. The bench to be educated 
is a true work of art, fashioned by United He-
brew’s residents’ hands.

On Thursday, May 9, Community Ser-
vice Awards will be presented. Honored will 
be those dedicated to supporting United He-
brew’s mission to treat everyone – residents, 
their families, staff, and those in the wider 
community – with kindness and respect.

For more information on these events, go 
to uhgc.org/events.

United Hebrew-New Rochelle 
Celebrates Centennial 

County Executive George Latimer; Rita Mabli, president and CEO of United Hebrew of New 
Rochelle; and Jim Staudt, chairman of the United Hebrew Board of Directors.
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In honor of Dental Health Month, Dr. Wil-
liam Limongelli is offering free dental treatment 
to residents of Yonkers and surrounding commu-
nities Feb. 28 during his eighth annual Free Emer-
gency Dental Treatment Day.

Limongelli schedules the fi rst 20 callers ev-
ery year on this special day for appointments for 
needed treatment that they have simply put off in 
these diffi cult economic times. He performs vari-
ous procedures ranging from cleanings to fi llings 

to extractions.  
On this day, fi rst-time visitors only will be 

provided service at no cost. This is one of many 
events Limongelli sponsors to benefi t the commu-
nity. He said he offers it as an example for other 
health care providers to begin similar initiatives.

Limongelli’s offi ce, 21st Century Dental and 
Oral Surgery, is located at 12 Warburton Ave., 
Yonkers. For more information and to make an 
appointment, call 914-969-2727.

Dr. Limongelli Hosts 
Annual Free Dental Day

Dr. William Limongelli will offer free dental treatments on Feb. 28.

will be terminated immediately.” He added that it 
is one of the reasons “my father is fi ghting so hard 
for immigration reform. The system is broken.”

The review by the Trump Organization came 
after a New York Times story last December, 
which highlighted an undocumented housekeeper 
who worked for fi ve years at the Trump National 
Golf Club in Bedminster, N.J., and who cleaned 
the president’s room when he was in town. After 
that story, the employee featured in the Times story 
and several other undocumented workers at the 
New Jersey club were fi red. 

While the workers at the Briarcliff club who 
were let go were saddened about their termination, 
which came after the company conducted an audit 
of immigration documents and found that all of the 
employees who were terminated had fi led fraudu-
lent working papers, the fi rings were legal and ac-
cording to U.S. labor laws. 

An attorney representing the New Jersey 
workers who were fi red is asking authorities to in-
vestigate the practices at the Trump clubs because 
he believes that the president and his family had 
knowingly broke the law. Some undocumented 
workers, who had been employed at Trump Na-
tional-Westchester since 2005, said that when ini-
tially hired, the Trump Organization did not closely 
review the papers submitted. 

But once the audit of immigration paperwork 
began, the Trump Organization, by law cannot 
continue to employ an individual knowing that the 
individual is, or has become unauthorized for em-
ployment. That is why the employees in question 
were immediately fi red. 

One way employers can confi rm the eligibility 
of their employees is through E-Verify, a web-based 
system which the Trump Organization said it will 
now use at all of its properties. “We are actively 
engaged in uniforming this process across our prop-
erties and will institute E-Verify at any property not 
currently utilizing this system,” said Eric Trump. 
“As a company we take this obligation very seri-
ously and when faced with a situation in which an 
employee has presented false and fraudulent docu-
mentation, we will take appropriate action.”

Launched in 1996, the E-Verify system al-
lows employers to check documentation submitted 
by job applicants with records at the Department 
of Homeland Security and the Social Security Ad-
ministration to see whether they are authorized to 
work.

Thousands of employers have enrolled vol-
untarily in the E-Verify electronic system, and all 
federal contractors must use E-Verify. More than 
20 states require some type of E-Verify for public 

contracts and state agencies, but in New York it is 
voluntary.  Only the states of Arizona and Missis-
sippi require all employers to E-Verify. 

Last year, President Trump included in his 
proposed budget $23 million to be invested in ex-
panding the E-Verify program to mandatory na-
tionwide use, but it was not included by Congress 
in the spending plan. 

USA Today suggested that a “Grand Bargain” 
could be reached on immigration without any ad-
ditional funding for the wall. “A grand bargain of 
wall funding and legal status for ‘Dreamers’ is 
probably impossible. But E-Verify and Dreamer le-
gal status is worth exploring,” wrote Robert Robb, 
a columnist at The Arizona Republic, whose col-
umn was reprinted for USA Today. 

“Some say the key to overcoming the budget 
impasse over border security is to expand the dis-
cussion over immigration. The political viability of 
that is doubtful. But if it is to occur, the mandatory 
use of E-Verify should come off the bench and be 
put into the game.

“If any funding for a wall is too toxic for 
Democrats, perhaps mandatory use of E-Verify 
won’t be,” continued Robb. “The federal govern-
ment has the capability, through a digital system 
called E-Verify, to tell employers whether a job ap-
plicant is legally entitled to work in this country.

“The system can’t be gamed with made-up 
names or Social Security numbers. Defeating it re-
quires identity theft, using the name and Social Se-
curity number of a real person. Such identity theft 
is easily detected and, if vigorously prosecuted, 
would be largely deterred.

“Requiring all employers to use E-Verify 
would do far more to reduce illegal immigration 
than anything done at the border. It would effec-
tively lock illegal workers out of the formal econo-
my, the main driver of illegal immigration.

“Mandatory use of E-Verify hasn’t been just 
a Republican idea,” concluded Robb. “When Ari-
zona made it mandatory, it was signed by a Demo-
cratic governor, Janet Napolitano. Mandatory use 
of E-Verify and legal status for Dreamers would be 
a better deal and at least somewhat more politically 
feasible.” 

Another supporter of E-Verify is Westchester 
resident and business owner Frank Spotorno. “I 
have always supported E-Verify as a way to make 
sure that legal citizens of our country are given fi rst 
priority on construction jobs,” he said. “In my trav-
els around New York City, I fi nd very few contrac-
tors using E-Verify.”

“Many businesses in America don’t want to 
use E-Verify because they claim they can’t fi nd 
the workers to perform many jobs,” said Spotorno, 
founder of Bring Our Jobs Home. “But what I see 
are tax-paying union members waiting at home for 
a job.”

Trump Briarcliff 
Continued from Page 1
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Legal Notices
Supplemental Summons

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

_____________________________________________

INDEX NO. 53270/2018

Plaintiff designates WESTCHESTER as the place of trial situs of the real property 

Mortgaged Premises:
7 Undercliff Terrace 
Katonah, NY, 10536
District: Sectional 49.15
Block: 3 Lot: 28

CITIBANK, N.A.,

Plaintiff,
vs.

LAURA E. TAYLOR, AS TRUSTEE OF THE PHYLLIS K. TAYLOR IRREVOCA-
BLE TRUST, UNDER AGREEMENT DATED MARCH 21, 2016 AND AS HEIR 
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF PHYLLIS K. TAYLOR; ELIZABETH 
ANN TAYLOR, AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF PHYLLIS 
K. TAYLOR, if living, and if she/he be dead, any and all persons unknown to 
plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to have an interest in, or general or spe-
cific lien upon the real property described in this action; such unknown persons 
being herein generally described and intended to be included in the following 
designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trust-
ees, committees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, or title to said real property by, through or under 
them, or either of them, and their respective wives, widows, husbands, widow-
ers, heirs at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, 
legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors and assigns, all of whom and 
whose names, except as stated, are unknown to plaintiff; UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF THE ESTATE OF PHYLLIS K. TAYLOR; any and all persons unknown to 
plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to have an interest in, or general or spe-
cific lien upon the real property described in this action; such unknown persons 
being herein generally described and intended to be included in the following 
designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trust-
ees, committees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, or title to said real property by, through or under 
them, or either of them, and their respective wives, widows, husbands, widowers, 
heirs at law, next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, lega-
tees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors and assigns, all of whom and whose 
names, except as stated, are unknown to plaintiff; SECRETARY OF HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND 
FINANCE; AMERIFIRST MORTGAGE CORP.; THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK;

‘’JOHN DOE #1’’ through ‘’JOHN DOE #12,’’ the last twelve names being fictitious 
and unknown to plaintiff, the persons or parties intended being the tenants, oc-
cupants, persons or corporations, if any, having or claiming an interest in or lien 
upon the premises, described in the complaint,

Defendants.
_____________________________________________

 To the above named Defendants 

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and 
to serve a copy of your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this sum-
mons, to serve a notice of appearance on the Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20 days 
after the service of this summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 
days after the service is complete if this summons is not personally delivered to 
you within the State of New York) in the event the United States of America is 
made a party defendant, the time to answer for the said United States of America 
shall not expire until (60) days after service of the Summons; and in case of your 
failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the 
relief demanded in the complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above caption action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure 
the sum of $152,362.00 and interest, recorded on December 29, 1995, at Liber 
21200 Page 333, of the Public Records of WESTCHESTER County, New York, 
covering premises known as 7 UNDERCLIFF TERRACE KATONAH, NY 10536.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the 
premises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described 
above.

WESTCHESTER County is designated as the place of trial because the real 
property affected by this action is located in said county.

NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the 
answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure pro-
ceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may 
be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to the mortgage company will not stop the foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

RAS BORISKIN, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff

BY: Matthew Ingber, Esq. 
900 Merchants Concourse, Suite 310
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675

#3306 01/18/19 - 02/08/19

Notice of formation of B2 
Properties LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/18/2018 
Office location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 145 Valentine St. Mount 
Vernon NY 10550. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Brian Baldeo 145 
Valentine St., Mount Vernon, 
NY, 10550. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#7046 01/04 – 02/08

Notice of formation of SUS-
TERNANCE FILM LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/27/18. Office location: 
Bronx. The street address is: 
112 Lincoln Ave #509. Bronx, 
NY, 10454. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Jozef Cota. 112 
Lincoln Ave #509. Bronx, NY, 
10454. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#7056 02/08 - 03/15

Notice of Formation of Ho-
listic Healing LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
1/17/2019. Office: Westches-
ter County. Anne Negrin des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 3 
GREY ROCK DR GREEN-
WICH CT 06831. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

#7057 02/08 - 03/15

Notice of formation of 
SPITSPOT ORGANIZING 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/22/2019. Of-
fice location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 1333A North Avenue, 
New Rochelle, NY 10804. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: Da-
vid Lacher, Esq, 270 North 
Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 
10801. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#7058 02/08 – 03/15 

Notice of formation of Steph’s 
Sweets LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 9/4/2018. 
Office location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 10 Sunny Hill Drive, Har-
rison, NY 10528. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Steph’s Sweets 
LLC, 10 Sunny Hill Drive, 
Harrison, NY 01528. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#7048 01/18 – 02/22

Notice of formation of Bas-
set Equine (NY) LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/28/18. Office location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is: 24 Bloom-
er Road, North Salem NY 
10560. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: US 
Corp Agents Inc 7014 13th 
Ave #202 BK, NY 11228 Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#7049 01/18 - 02/22

Notice of formation of Saffron 
Solutions, LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 1/4/19. Of-
fice location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 25 Lake Street, Apt. 2K, 
White Plains, NY 10603. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Anthony 
Apollo, 25 Lake Street, Apt. 
2K, White Plains, NY 10603. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#7050 01/25 – 03/01 

Notice of formation of MJ-
MAWM Holdings, LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
October 25, 2018. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. 
The street address is: 24 
Soundview Circle, White 
Plains, NY 10606. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: United States Cor-
poration Agents, Inc, 7014 
13th Ave, Suite 202, Brook-
lyn, NY 11228 Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#7051 01/25 - 03/01

Notice of formation of Cob-
ble Street Homes LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/1/19. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Cobble Street 
Homes LLC: Christopher Ar-
mata c/o E. Armata Inc., 114-
117 NYC Terminal Market, 
Bronx, NY, 10474. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

#7055 02/08 - 03/15

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Signifi-
cant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 for Infor-
mation. No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

DONATE YOUR CAR to Wheels For 
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer 
free towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Have an 
idea for an invention/new product? We help ev-
eryday inventors try to patent and submit their 
ideas to companies! Call InventHelp®, FREE 
INFORMATION! 888-487-7074

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per sec-
ond speed. No contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-855-977-7198

DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Only one signature required. 
Poor person Application included if applicable. 
Separation agreements. Custody and support 
petitions. - 518-274-0380

FACILITIES AND KITCHEN MAN-
AGERS Catskill Mtns. fishing/hunting club 
seeks long- term couple to manage facilities/ 
meal services. Benefits include: housing / ve-
hicle / insurance. Compensation commensurate 
with experience. Resumes to: Catskillvalleyse-
arch@gmail.com

FINANCIAL - 70 years old, kids are 
grown. Still need your life insurance? or is a 
big LIFE SETTLEMENT CASH PAYOUT 
smarter? Call Benefit Advance. 1-844-348-
5810

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

JOB OPPORTUNITY: $18 P/H NYC - 
$15 P/H LI- $14.50 UPSTATE NY. If you cur-
rently care for your relatives or friends who 
have Medicaid or Medicare, you may be eli-
gible to start working for them as a personal as-
sistant. No Certificates needed. (347)462-2610 
(347)565-6200

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. Easy, 

one-day updates! We specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consultation: 888-657-
9488.

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription necessary. Call 
877-845-8068.

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families find senior living. Our trusted, 
local advisors help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call: 1-800-404-8852

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-800-943-0838.

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included Pack-
age. Over 185 Channels! ONLY $45/month 
(for 24 mos.) Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et FREE! CALL 1-888-534-6918 Ask Us How 
To Bundle & Save!

EARTHLINK High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/ month (for the first 3 months) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-970-1623

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill- 
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com 800 567-0404 Ext.300

SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA (East Coast)
Beach Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian is an 
“Old Florida” fishing village with a quaint at-
mosphere yet excellent medical facilities, shop-
ping and restaurants. Direct flights from New-
ark to Vero Beach. New manufactured homes 
from $114,900. 772-581-0080; www.beach-
cove.com

GUARANTEED LIFE INSURANCE! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical exam. Affordable 
premiums never increase. Benefits never de-
crease. Policy will only be cancelled for non-
payment. 855-686-5879.



The New Rochelle Police Department 
recently welcomed K-9 offi cer Jodie, a 
1½-year-old German shepherd, as the newest 

member of the Critical Incident Unit’s Team 
B. After a rigorous 17-week training, Jodie 
and his handler, Police Offi cer Gary Moss, 
graduated from the K9 Basic Patrol School 
in Yonkers,.

The department has maintained an ac-
tive and highly trained K9 Unit since 1997. 
“The Unit has been a tremendous asset to the 
department signifi cantly increasing its inves-
tigative capacity and ability to respond more 
effectively to a variety of emergencies,” said 
Police Commissioner Joseph Schaller.

The Critical Incident Unit is comprised 
of three teams. Jodie and Moss will be join-
ing K9 Diesel and Police Offi cer Jose Pena in 
CIU Team C, and K9 Valor and Police Offi cer 
Matthew Glass in CIU Team A. 

Jodie came to the department through 
the New Police Foundation as a donation 
from Gary Torigian and his Butterfl ies From 
Jodie Foundation.

“We are grateful to Mr. Torigian, his But-
terfl ies From Jodie Foundation and the New 
Rochelle Police Foundation for their gener-
ous donation and continued support,” said 
Schaller. 

In the spring, K-9 Jodie and his partner 
will continue training with a three-month-
long Explosive Detection School where Jodie 
will develop the skills to detect various types 
of explosives.
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Almost 2 percent of 
babies born in the Unit-
ed States today begin as 
embryos conceived in 
the lab via in vitro fer-
tilization. The growth of 
reproductive medicine 
has benefi ted millions 
and new technology is 
making it increasingly 
possible to preserve and 
extend fertility, and to 
pick and choose between 
embryos. But many of 
these advancements have 
raised ethical questions.

In “Designer Babies 
(You Say That Like It’s 
a Bad Thing),” a panel 
of experts in the fi eld of 
genetics will discuss the 
effects of IVF and pre-
implantation testing on those who use it, and 
on those who don’t. The program will be held 
Friday, Feb. 25 from 7 to 9 p.m. and will fea-
ture Dr. James Grifo, program director of the 
New York University Langone Fertility Cen-
ter; Laura Hercher, director of student research 
for SLC’s Joan H. Marks Graduate Program in 
Human Genetics; and Josephine Johnston, an 
expert on the ethical, legal and policy implica-
tions of biomedical technologies. 

“Designer Babies” is sponsored by The 
Gittel Silverberg MS ‘74 Memorial Lecture, 
established in honor of Gittel Silverberg, an 
SLC alumna who worked as a genetic counsel-
or for 25 years and dedicated signifi cant time 
and attention to teaching and guiding students, 
junior counselors, and residents.

It is the latest event in a series hosted 
by the college called Difference in Dialogue, 
which explores – from various viewpoints 

– some of the most 
contentious issues of 
our times. This event 
is free and open to the 
public. To RSVP, e-
mail collegeevents@
sarahlawrence.edu.

Dr. James A. 
Grifo has been the pro-
gram director of the 
New York University 
Langone Fertility Cen-
ter since 1995 and has 
pioneered techniques 
in pre-implantation 
genetic diagnosis and 
pre-implantation ge-
netic screening. In 
1992, he performed 
the fi rst embryo bi-
opsy that resulted in a 
live birth in the United 

States. A leader in egg freezing, Grifo’s re-
search team produced the NYU Vitrifi cation 
Method, which has been in use at the center 
since 2004. The fi rst baby born through the use 
of egg freezing at the center was in July 2005.

Laura Hercher is director of student re-
search at SLC’s Joan H. Marks Graduate Pro-
gram in Human Genetics. As a writer and re-
searcher, her work has focused on the ethical 
and legal questions faced by practitioners of 
genetic medicine. 

Josephine Johnston is a New Zealand-
trained lawyer with a master’s degree in bio-
ethics and health law and is an expert on the 
ethical, legal and policy implications of bio-
medical technologies – particularly as used in 
human reproduction, psychiatry, genetics and 
neuroscience. 

For more information, visit sarahlaw-
rence.edu.

‘Designer Babies’ Discussion 
At Sarah Lawrence College

Laura Hercher, director of student 
research for SLC’s graduate program in 

human genetics.

New Rochelle Police Dept.
Welcomes New K-9 Offi  cer

New NRPD K9 Jodie with Police Offi cer 
Gary Moss.

from a 65-year-old billionaire with a successful 
track record of building a business that is now 
part of Americana, and who rose from poverty 
in the housing projects of Brooklyn to live the 
American dream, and who now wants to give 
back and serve our country, was met with nega-
tive headlines, and outrage from many demo-
cratic and progressive Americans. 

Democrats are once again concerned that 
Schultz’ presence in the race would help re-elect 
President Donald Trump. This same argument 
has been repeated again and again in recent his-
tory, that the independent, third-party presiden-
tial candidate helped elect ‘the other guy.” But 
it’s not true. 

In 1992, Ross Perot was blamed for George 
H.W. Bush’s loss and Bill Clinton’s victory. In 
2000, it was Ralph Nader who was blamed for 
Al Gore’s loss to George W. Bush. And in 2016, 
Jill Stein and Gary Johnson were blamed for 
Hillary Clinton’s loss and Trump’s victory. 

But the data from each of these elections 
tells us a different story. Perot took votes evenly 
away from Bush 41 and Bill Clinton, according 
to polling data and by respected polling expert 
Nate Silver, who calls this “The Perot Myth.”

In 2000, Green Party candidate Nader was 
blamed for Gore’s narrow loss to Bush 43, de-
spite the facts that showed that 250,000 Florida 
democrats voted for Bush, and that Gore lost his 
home state of Tennessee, and that Gore ignored 
Bill Clinton, who he could have used to rally the 
democratic base. 

In 2016, Green Party candidate Stein 
and Libertarian candidate Johnson, were both 
blamed for Hillary Clinton’s loss and Trump’s 
victory. The real reason Clinton lost was that 
Trump motivated his voters, and his base, to 
come out to vote, and that Independent voters 
went Trump’s way, and that Clinton never cam-
paigned in the swing states of Wisconsin and 
Michigan in the fi nal days of the campaign. 

And what about the 100 million eligible 
American voters who didn’t cast a vote in 2016? 
Should we blame the third-party candidates for 
their apathy? Or if we offered those same 100 
million voters another viable choice for presi-
dent, might they come out and vote? 

If you are a progressive democrat still upset 
about a President Trump, “I suggest you focus 
your energy on those who didn’t get off their 
ass,” said CNN commentator Michael Smer-
conish, who started his Saturday show with the 
words “Thank you, Howard,” for tossing his hat 
into the ring, at least for consideration. 

Schultz has hired one democrat and one 
republican consultant. Democrat Bill Burton, 
who worked on President Barack Obama’s cam-
paigns, said: “What Howard Schultz is saying 
as he considers this bid for the presidency is that 
the two parties have moved so far apart, but the 
American people in the middle are losing their 
voice. He is trying to see if there is an interest in 
trying to fi nd a better way.” 

Actor Jon Favreau and others have criti-
cized Schultz, a former democrat, by saying 
that if he really thinks he can win the presi-
dential election, then he should run as a demo-
crat. Schultz disagrees with some of the recent 
progressive views in the democratic party, like 
completely ending the health insurance industry 
and eliminating Immigration and Customs En-
forcement and has been watching the increasing 
dysfunction in Washington, D.C., with govern-
ment shutdowns and increased hostility and 
sniping on both sides of the aisle, and wants to 
see if the American people are interested in try-
ing something different. 

“He (Schultz) thinks that Donald Trump is 
fundamentally unfi t for offi ce and is willing to 
do all that he can to stop that (his re-election) 
from happening,” said Burton. “He is asking the 
American people, Do you want a new choice… 
A lot of people are interested and want to be in-

volved in some way, democrats, republicans and 
independents, a true diversity of thought and 
interest.”

One question that many political watchers 
are asking is, What does Schultz see in a third-
party presidential bid that another billionaire 
doesn’t see? Former New York City Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg took a serious look at running 
for president as an independent in 2016, but 
decided against it because he believed he could 
not win a majority of electoral votes to win the 
presidency. 

Bloomberg has since donated millions to 
democratic candidates in 2018, which helped 
democrats retake the House of Representa-
tives, and is now seriously considering a run for 
president as a Democrat. Bloomberg has visited 
Iowa and New Hampshire already, but has yet to 
make a formal announcement. 

“Last fall I spent over $100 million of my 
own money to elect Democrats to the House be-
cause I believed it was absolutely imperative to 
ensure a congressional counterweight to Presi-
dent Trump,” said Bloomberg. “Thankfully, we 
were successful. But that was just the fi rst step 
– the next and most important step is to defeat 
Donald Trump in 2020.

“Now I have never been a partisan guy – 
and it’s no secret that I looked at an independent 
bid in the past. In fact I faced exactly the same 
decision now facing others who are considering 
it. The data was very clear and very consistent. 
Given the strong pull of partisanship and the re-
alities of the electoral college system, there is no 
way an independent can win. That is truer today 
than ever before.

“In 2020, the great likelihood is that an in-
dependent would just split the anti-Trump vote 
and end up re-electing the president,” continued 
Bloomberg. “That’s a risk I refused to run in 
2016 and we can’t afford to run it now. We must 
remain united, and we must not allow any candi-
date to divide or fracture us. The stakes couldn’t 
be higher 

According to the latest Gallup poll, 39 per-
cent of Americans describe themselves as Inde-
pendent, more than the 34 percent who say they 
are democrats, and 25 percent who ID as repub-
licans. Some of those independents have won-
dered out loud why there is such a large outcry 
against someone like Schultz wanting to run for 
president? What are they afraid of? 

Billionaire Mark Cuban, who also consid-
ered a presidential, run tweeted, “If 21 months 
before an election you don’t believe your candi-
date’s platform is strong enough to win an elec-
tion with independent candidates, you might 
want to rethink who you support.” 

And if you are wondering why so many 
billionaires may be interested in the presidency, 
and in running as an independent… you need 
about a billion to run for president, to offset the 
democratic and republican national committees, 
and their fundraising machines. 

Former Trump advisor Anthony Scaramuc-
ci said he believes that Bloomberg and Schultz 
would make “phenomenal presidents” and could 
defeat Trump if they ran in 2020. 

On his radio.com podcast, “Mooch and the 
Mrs.,” Scaramucci said on Bloomberg: “He’s 
ready for it. He’s been through it before, on a 
local level. I think Mayor Bloomberg was argu-
ably… the best mayor of my lifetime.”

And on Schultz: “Howard Schultz is quali-
fi ed to be president. Is he a great leader? No 
question. Did he build a phenomenal company? 
Unbelievably so. He has a great life story, com-
ing from the city projects… to where he is to-
day.”

We respectfully disagree with Bloomberg. 
It is time for an independent presidential can-
didate to break through. Some would argue 
that Trump ran as an independent candidate in 
2016, with the republican nomination. We do 
agree with Scaramucci that the only two candi-
dates we would vote for today is Bloomberg and 
Schultz. So thank you, Howard, for attempting 
to have the conversation. 

Why Schultz’ 
Continued from Page 1
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the public and private institutions that let the abuse 
happen. The bill will eliminate onerous “notice of 
claim” requirements that create hurdles for victims 
to sue public institutions that negligently allowed 
the abuse to occur, during both the revival window 
and going forward.

“When we took up this fight for the Child 
Victims Act, none of us thought it was going to be 
this tough or take this long,” said Stewart-Cousins. 
“Government has a responsibility to stand up for 
the survivors of these heinous crimes. That is why 
the Senate Democratic majority has been fighting 
alongside survivors and advocates for years to pass 
the Child Victims Acts and remove the barriers that 
have been protecting predators. Justice is finally 
being delivered.”

The Child Victims Act passed by the Senate 
majority will:

* Extend the criminal statute of limitations for 
child sexual abuse offenses by five years, giving 
survivors until age 28 to press charges for felonies 
and age 25 for misdemeanors;

* Extend the statute of limitations in civil ac-
tions arising from child sexual abuse, which cur-
rently range from one to five years at most, to al-
low survivors to bring suits until they reach age 55;

* Create a one-year window during which 
presently time-barred civil claims could be re-
vived.

* And permit claims against both public and 
private institutions by explicitly eliminating the 
notice of claim requirement for bringing suits 
against public institutions both prospectively and 
during the revival window.

Insurance companies and the Catholic Con-
ference, which represents the Catholic dioceses in 
New York, have opposed the bill – and the exten-
sion of the look-back period, in particular. Their 
reasoning, that more claims would have to be paid 
out if more victims were allowed to file suit after 
the statute of limitations, were rejected by the new 
State Senate democratic majority. 

Westchester District Attorney Anthony Scar-
pino Jr. supported the passage, saying: “Here in 
Westchester, we are committed to putting the safe-

ty of our children first. The passage of the Child 
Victims Act finally provides additional roads to 
justice for victims of child sexual abuse, especially 
victims who may only be able to reckon with their 
trauma later in life. We commend Gov. (Andrew) 
Cuomo, Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and the entire NYS Legislature for giv-
ing us new tools to prosecute those who prey on 
children.”

Actor and child abuse victim Corey Feldman 
spoke in favor of the bill. “Every child who was 
sexually abused should be able to get the justice 
that was denied to me,” he said. “The best way to 
protect children from abusers is to extend the stat-
ute of limitations and allow them to pursue justice 
when they’re ready.

“To allow people like us to get justice. If 
you’re a victim, you should have every right to tell 
your story, and to try and get justice regardless of 
how long it took you to understand what happened 
to you. Personally, I am incensed that my morality 
was taken for granted. 

“I am infuriated that I was never given the 
opportunity to go through the process of coming 
of age like most children were,” continued Feld-
man. “I was raped of my innocence – as was Corey 
Haim. That’s not okay; that’s not acceptable. For 
me, the only real justice is to – hopefully – one 
day see those guys that did this stuff to us face the 
consequences that they deserve. I pray every day 
that God’s will finds its way to them. I want to be 
a voice of strength for survivors who live in fear of 
bringing their predators to justice.” 

Westchester State Senator Shelley Mayer said 
she is grateful that lawmakers have cleared a path 
to justice for the thousands of survivors of child-
hood sexual abuse by passing the Child Victims 
Act. “The current law has left victims without ac-
cess to criminal justice, or their day in court for 
civil redress,” she said. “ I cannot express more 
strongly my intense admiration for their courage 
and persistence in publicly telling their stories 
and in finally getting this bill passed. I  hope this 
bill will give them the tools to receive the justice, 
peace of mind and closure they deserve.” 

The Child Victims Act passed the State Sen-
ate by a 63-0 vote, and passed the Assembly again, 
as it has for years. It now goes to Cuomo, who has 
expressed support for the bill, for his signature.

State Senate
Continued from Page 1

awareness for the importance of STEM in 
our world for as long as she can remember. 
Since 2015, Jothi has been an active member 
of Girl’s Inc.’s Leadership Counsel, a local 
group of girls who meet weekly to discuss 
current issues affecting our community. 

During that same year, she developed 
a non-profit mentorship program for young 
women in grades eight through 12 by part-
nering with PepsiCo, the platinum sponsor of 
The Million Women Mentor Movement. Con-
currently, Jothi singlehandedly created Think-
STEAM, non-profit organization to educate, 
encourage and empower girls to excel through 
programs in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, and the arts. She wrote sev-
eral grant proposals and quickly secured sup-
port and sponsorships. 

She recently was awarded the National 
Center for Women in Technology’s Aspira-
tions in Computing Award for 2018 (one of 
40 young women nation-wide to receive this 
award). She organized and ran a “STEAM-
a-thon” at the middle school to inspire and 
motivate girls by merging STEM and the arts. 
Additionally, she was selected as Hudson 
Valley’s NCWIT winner, including a scholar-
ship that was awarded to a select number of 
students who demonstrate high aspirations in 
computing. 

Jothi said she loves doing research, and 
has dedicated a lot of her time over the years 
to a variety of projects. She is an integral part 
of the science research program at Lakeland 
High School, where she works during her free 
periods and after school on her chosen area of 
research – artificial intelligence. She also has 
ongoing projects that she works on indepen-
dently and has been a part of Columbia Uni-
versity’s science research honors program, in 
which she assisted in developing an app for 
The Knot, and last year she was invited to at-
tend a selective conference known as WeCode 
(Women Engineers who Code) hosted by Har-
vard University. 

Jothi participated in chamber orchestra 
for many years (achieving NYSSMA Level 
6), volunteers as a nurse’s assistant at a lo-
cal hospital, is an active member of the de-
bate team, and runs on the cross-country/track 
team. 

Salutatorian Kiera Wax is a student with 
many interests both in and outside of school. 
However, her real passion in life is field hock-
ey – and nowhere is her diligence, persever-
ance and total commitment more evident than 
on the field. Wax has worked extremely hard 
to be at the top of her game, participating in 
year-round clinics, camps, tournaments, and 
winter and summer travel leagues. 

She has also volunteered her time and 
talents for the last four years to coach the 
fifth- and sixth-grade girls’ field hockey team 
at the Shrub Oak Athletic Club. Most impres-
sive, however, is that as a defensive starter on 
Lakeland’s varsity field hockey team, for both 
her junior and senior years, Lakeland has been 
able to maintain its nine-year winning streak 
as the New York State Champions. Moreover, 
Wax has grown so much as a player that Coach 
Sarsen selected her to receive the Most Im-
proved Athlete Award in the 11th grade. She 
also earned the distinction of being awarded 
the NYSPHSAA Section 1, All League des-
ignation. She was also named a winner of the 
Con Edison Scholar Athlete Award this year.

In addition to field hockey Wax has par-
ticipated in lacrosse, track, and the UNICEF 
club. She is also involved with her church 
where she routinely volunteers her time at 
the church’s food pantry, on midnight runs to 
New York City, and on preparing and serving 
meals at the Jan Peek Shelter in a neighboring 
community. 

Most impressive is having been elected 
as a youth elder on the church’s Mission Com-
mission, where Wax has helped to organize 
and raise money for various mission trips that 
help the underserved both in and outside of 
the United States. She has also volunteered 
at vacation bible camp, the SPCA camp and 
shelter, as well as having participated in dance 
benefits for the Make-a-Wish Foundation, 
Dancing Dreams and Dancers Against Can-
cer, to name a few. 

In her free time, Wax said she loves to 
spend time outdoors with her friends – wheth-
er it’s hiking some of the trails of the lower 
Hudson Valley, or just getting out into nature 
where she can relax and participate in one of 
her favorite activities – photography. 

Congratulations to both Jothi Ramaswa-
my and Kiera Wax, and best of luck in your 
future endeavors. 

Email your suggestions for future Val-Sal 
stories to dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.

learn, and act on what they learn so they can have 
positive effects on our environment.”

The event’s organizers were joined by West-
chester County Executive George Latimer, Assem-
blywoman Sandy Galef, Ossining Town Supervi-
sor Dana Levenberg, and Mayor of the Village of 
Croton Brian Pugh.

A new feature this year is the EagleFest Pass-
port, which invites guests to visit six environmental 
and non-profit organizations’ tables in the exhibit 
tent at Croton Point Park, where they will learn 
about each organization’s efforts to protect and 
preserve the Hudson Valley environment, complete 
an activity, and earn a stamp in their passport. Par-
ticipating organizations include Riverkeeper, the 
Watershed Agricultural Council, Zero to Go, The 
Green Business Partnership, the Lower Hudson 
Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Man-

agement, and Teatown. Completion of the passport 
(all six stamps) qualifies the visitor to be entered 
into a drawing to win one of two prizes from Zeiss 
Sport Optics: a Conquest Gavia Spotting Scope 
package, featuring a 30-by-60-by-85-inch scope 
with tripod (retails value $2,599.99); and Conquest 
HD binoculars (retail value $999.99).

The annual EagleFest celebration allows visi-
tors to see live birds of prey and provides opportu-
nities to view the country’s national symbol in its 
natural setting. Various birds of prey species will 
be featured in a special program led by nationally 
renowned experts in the handling and care of the 
birds.

EagleFest 2019 will be held Saturday, Feb. 
9 (snow date is Sunday, Feb. 10) at Croton Point 
Park in Croton-on-Hudson from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pre-sale tickets are $22 for adults age 12 and older, 
$13 for children age 6 to 11, and free for children 
5 and younger. Tickets sold at the venue on the day 
of the event are $25 for adults and $15 for kids. To 
purchase tickets, visit

Celebrating Academic
Continued from Page 1

EagleFest Flying
Continued from Page 1

“I want to thank the communities I have 
represented for the continued support given to 
me over the years,” said Testa. “It has been an 
honor and a pleasure to serve and now it is time 
to pass the torch and step back from elected of-
fice.” 

Testa has never lost an election. As a ca-
reer educator at his alma mater, Peekskill High 
School, Testa simultaneously represented the 
city in local government. He retired from teach-
ing in 2013 after 33 years but continued his gov-
ernmental service at the County Board of Leg-
islators representing District 1, which comprises 
Cortlandt, Peekskill and Yorktown.

As county legislator, Testa continued his 
record as a fiscally conservative, taxpayer mind-
ed lawmaker. Including his final three years as 
mayor, Testa had a string of 10 straight years 
with no tax increase budgets. Testa was a lead-
ing member of the bipartisan coalition that was 
formed at the Board of Legislators joining with 
County Executive Astorino that right-sized 
county government and put policies in place that 
preserved essential services, kept taxes flat, sup-
ported public-private partnership agreements for 
Playland and Westchester County Airport, The 
North 60 Biotech project, and protected local 
home rule control for Westchester municipali-
ties over federal government overreach.

“My record of fiscal responsibility is one I 
am very proud of,” said Testa. “I wanted to also 
elevate the standing of northern Westchester 
communities in county government and bring 
the appropriate resources and infrastructure 
improvements we deserve. I was particularly 
pleased to bring an office to Peekskill that pro-
vides free legal services for eligible northern 
Westchester veterans, seniors and victims of do-
mestic violence.”

Testa spearheaded initiatives to fully reha-
bilitate approximately 6 miles of county roads 
across northern Westchester, bring improve-
ments to county sewer treatment facilities and lo-
cal county parks, support veteran groups, expand 
programs for youth and seniors, improve public 
safety, support businesses across the district and 
be an important influence helping local commu-
nities and families during the Indian Point clo-
sure process. Testa was a leader in preventing 
the establishment of barge anchorage sites along 
the Hudson River, and his outstanding record for 
protecting the environment and supporting en-
vironmentally sensitive laws and initiatives has 
been continually recognized by the New York 
State League of Conservation Voters.

As mayor of Peekskill, Testa presided over  
increased private investment and downtown 
commerce soared with renewed focus on local 
business and infrastructure improvements, in-
cluding a million-dollar restoration of the Para-
mount Theater. Testa was named a “Champion 
of the Arts” by ArtsWestchester for his contin-
ued advancement of arts and cultural initiatives. 
He was also named “Champion of History” by 
the Lincoln Society in Peekskill for his efforts 
in creating the Lincoln Depot Museum and was 
given the “Community Service Award” by the 
Peekskill Area NAACP.

Testa served in the republican model for 

another former mayor of Peekskill and governor 
of New York, George Pataki. Testa and Pataki 
served as moderate republicans who represented 
the suburban communities they grew up in. 

Pataki was the last republican to win state-
wide office in 2002. With Testa’s departure, 
many political watchers in Westchester are won-
dering if the GOP can hold onto the seat. Two 
Peekskill residents, former Mayor Frank Catali-
nax and Democratic Councilwoman Vanessa 
Agudelo, are said to be interested in replacing 
Testa. 

In the Village of Tuckahoe, long-serving 
Mayor Steve Ecklond has decided he won’t 
run for re-election next month. “After serving 
15years on the Village Board, the last 12 of 
which have been as mayor and deputy mayor, 
I’ve decided to not seek re-election,” he said. 
“I’m going to remain in the village, in the same 
house that my family has been in for five genera-
tions. I’m not moving anywhere, but I’m going 
to spend the next few years attending more to 
my own business, New York Ladder & Scaf-
folding in Yonkers, which has seen significant 
growth and also looking to free up some time to 
spend with family, riding my Harley, and some 
time in Florida.” 

Tuckahoe Republicans recently held their 
caucus and nominated Village Trustee Greg Lu-
isi for mayor. Luisi has served for the past eight 
years on the Village Board. 

For more than a decade, Ecklond served as 
a common-sense mayor who put the interests 
of the village, and all of its residents, before 
politics. “I’m very pleased with the condition of 
our wonderful village and how it looks today,” 
he said. “The village has never been in such a 
strong financial position as it is now, it continues 
to attract many new residents and businesses, 
and has raised the standard for which I believe 
all municipalities look to achieve.

“We’ve put in place a very strong manage-
ment team and infrastructure which will contin-
ue to provide our residents with the best level of 
services for many years to come. As I leave Vil-
lage Hall, I look back with fond memories on all 
the great work that my Village Board colleagues 
and I have done as a team. I will miss the won-
derful village staff who continue to amaze me 
every day in their sincerity of their work and 
their genuine desire to help our residents.”

We will miss Mayor Ecklond, not because 
he was a republican mayor, but because he was 
a good public servant.  More on the upcoming 
Tuckahoe village election before it happens next 
month. 

Ecklond’s departure, as is Testa’s departure, 
is not good news for republicans in the county, 
who recently held a fundraiser that honored for-
mer County Executive Astorino. The dinner was 
well attended as republicans reminisced about 
how just two years ago, they held the County 
Executive’s Office and a bipartisan majority on 
the County Board. 

Westchester GOP Chairman Doug Colety 
told the audience that the party was looking 
forward to this November’s elections and that 
candidates had been found to try and take back 
seats on the County Board. While we applaud 
Colety’s enthusiasm, we wonder: How many 
Rob Astornos or Jim Maisanos or John Testas 
and Steve Ecklonds can the grand old Westches-
ter GOP stand to lose?

Legislator Testa
Continued from Page 1

To the Editor:
For years, Teatown Lake Reservation has 

been hosting the annual Teatown Hudson River 
EagleFest. And for years, Teatown Lake Reserva-
tion has also been conducting an annual deer cull 
on their property. They stoop so low as to bait and 
slaughter these harmless, unsuspecting animals at 
night while they are eating. Baiting is so unethical 
it is not even legal in New York State. Yet despite 
much public opposition and outrage, Teatown 
continues to needlessly kill deer using the most 
heinous methods.  

A year and a half ago, Teatown held a pro-
gram on deer management, which included a 
presentation on the success of deer contracep-
tion programs, as well as discussion of other ef-
fective, non-lethal methods. But Teatown never 
really had an interest in exploring safe, humane 
alternatives.  

Teatown has been scapegoating the deer for 
tree regeneration decline, but studies have shown 
that deer density is not the leading cause, as many 
other factors play a major role. Also, culls have 
not been shown to reduce herd size, as they cause 

the females to become more fertile. Yet the New 
York State Department of Environmental Con-
servation has just issued Teatown its 2019 Deer 
Damage Permit. It identifies the “nature of com-
plaint” a “park/preserve.” And the “actions autho-
rized” to take out the enemy are “baiting, lethal 
removal (bow or crossbow), take of antlerless and 
antlered deer,” and “use of artificial lights, night 
vision scopes and laser sights.” 

In the past, sharpshooters have also been 
employed. As Teatown calls itself an “education 
center,” it would be a great teaching opportunity 
for them to show a video of this atrocity at the up-
coming EagleFest. They can even raise the price 
of admission.

The hypocrisy of Teatown, which considers 
itself a “nature preserve” and whose “mission is to 
inspire our community to lifelong environmental 
stewardship,” while in reality they demonstrate 
such little compassion and respect for wildlife, 
must be addressed. Teatown and EagleFest must 
not be supported until this brutality finally ends.

Rebecca Sunshine
Hartsdale
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Award winning design fi rm DW Design & 
Décor, LLC, based in Croton-on-Hudson was 
featured in the January issue of Designers Today 
Magazine, a national trade publication for Inte-
rior Designers and the home furnishing industry. 
The highly regarded magazine with a print and 
digital subscription rate of more than 25,000 
readers ran a two-page story highlighting the de-
sign work of Denise Wenacur, principal and lead 
designer at the Croton fi rm. 

The feature, titled “30 Years New” focuses 
on the complete renovation of a 950-square-foot 
condo located in White Plains that Wenacur 
transformed and brought back to life. Dramatic 
before-and-after photographs detail the updates 
in every room and showcase the unique design.

According to Wenacur, she took on the 
challenge of this project, which took four 
months from demolition to completion, to 
help the condo owner start a new chapter in 
her life and rediscover her home. “This reno-
vation transformed the client’s life, giving her 
the new spacious dwelling she really desired,” 
said Wenacur. “To have this home highlighted 
in such a reputable magazine in the industry is 
truly a compliment to the entire team at DW De-
sign & Décor, LLC, who put their heart and soul 
into this project.”

Designers Today, which is based in North 
Carolina, focuses on residential interior design 
and delivers business strategies and best prac-
tices to their many readers. The magazine article 
tells the story of the homeowner and her desire 
to declutter and update the home she has lived in 
for the last 30 years. Wenacur and her team were 
not only able to accomplish the client’s goals for 
the renovation, but managed to come in under-
budget and completely thrill the client – who is 
now cooking and entertaining in her home again. 

DW Design & Decor provides customized 
interior design services for residential and com-
mercial projects throughout Westchester and 
surrounding areas, from concept to completion. 
With more than 30 years in the fi eld of design, 
the team at DW Design & Décor offers services 
in interior design, construction coordination, 
space planning, kitchen and bath design, house 

furnishing and decorating. As Westchester’s 
most sought-after interior designer, Wenacur cre-
ates positive design experiences for her clients 
and partners them with top industry trade profes-
sionals that consistently ensure successful results 
for all design and renovation projects. 

DW Design & Décor, LLC, has earned the 
distinction of “Best of Customer Service” for 
seven consecutive years on Houzz, the leading 
online platform for home remodeling and design. 
Wenacur has an undergraduate degree in fi ne art, 
a certifi cation from the New York School of In-
terior Design, and a construction management 
certifi cate from Pace University. Her design 
work has been published in several books and 
trade magazines and she has been interviewed on 
News 12. 

The local mom of two has also served as an 
online color expert for Benjamin Moore paints 
and has participated as a judge in the Architec-
tural Digest Home Show in New York City. 

For more information and inspiration, con-
nect with the company on Instagram and Face-
book @dwdesigndecor. To read the full maga-
zine feature, visit www.denisewenacur.com/
blog.

Croton Design Firm Featured 
In National Magazine

Denise Wenacur, principal and lead designer at DW Design & Décor.
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On National Wear Red Day on Feb. 1st – na-
tionally sponsored by CVS Health – women and 
men everywhere joined together to take action to 
end heart disease and stroke in women. Hundreds 
of local businesses, hospitals, towns, schools and 
landmarks decided to “go red” to help raise aware-
ness and funds to fi ght heart disease, which is the 
number one killer of men and women.

On Wear Red Day, employees across the Hud-
son Valley and nation wore red and donated $5 to 
the Go Red For Women movement and received 

a red dress pin or magnet. Some companies, like 
Fujifi lm in Westchester and White Plains Hospital, 
offered employees educational programs or heart 
health events, and encouraged employees to “dress 
down” if they wore red and donated.

Morgan Stanley in Purchase, the number one 
Wear Red Day fundraising company in the nation, 
hosted hundreds of women for their 10th annual 
Go Red Women’s Leadership Breakfast, featuring 
luxury handbag designer and inspiring women in 
business leader Rebecca Minkoff.

Westchester Goes Red

Morgan Stanley Westchester employees “go red” to raise awareness of and fi ght 
heart disease.



synagogue, she continues to sponsor and host 
the kiddush luncheon for all after the religious 
service. She said she believes that just because 
she can’t be there, doesn’t mean the rest of the 
Jewish community should lose out. 

“We have learned so much from Betty 
and continue to learn from her strong and deep 

respect that she has for Judaism,” said Rabbi 
Mendy Huwitz of the Greyston Jewish Center 
Chabad of Yonkers. “As Betty continues to be 
a proud, strong Jew, we want to give this op-
portunity to every Jew – no matter of their level 
of observance – that they, too, can be victorious 
over the Holocaust.”

For more information about Chabad of 
Yonkers, and joining this community, visit 
www.JewishYonkers.com or call 914-963-
8888. 

PAGE 10 - WESTCHESTER RiSiNG -  FRidAy, FEbRuARy 8, 2019

There were a total of 31,016 visitors who at-
tended Westchester Parks Foundation’s fi fth an-
nual Westchester’s Winter Wonderland, solidifying 
it as a must-see holiday attraction in Westchester 
County. This surpassed the previous mark from 
2017 of 28,405.

“We were thrilled with the record number at-
tendance for 2018,” said Joe Stout, executive di-
rector of Westchester Parks Foundation. “It shows 
that families are looking for budget-friendly holi-
day activities close to home that the whole family 
can enjoy, and that people love making memories 
in Westchester’s parks year-round.” 

Additional highlights from the 2018 season 
include: 9,318 ice skaters took to the rink; peak 
attendance day was Dec. 23 with 4,051 visitors; 
and more than 12,000 incandescent bulbs were 
changed to eco-friendly LED bulbs by volunteers 
from ARC of Westchester to prepare for this year’s 

event.
Proceeds from this event benefi t the West-

chester Parks Foundation and allow the organiza-
tion to advocate for and invest in the preservation, 
conservation, use and enjoyment of the 18,000 
acres of parks, trails and open spaces within the 
Westchester County Parks system. Presented by 
Westchester Medical Center and held for the fi fth 
year at Kensico Dam Plaza, this spectacular event 
is a collaboration between Westchester Parks 
Foundation and the Westchester County Parks De-
partment, who spend weeks preparing the iconic 
park to host Winter Wonderland.

Since the event was created in 2014, the event 
has attracted more than 139,000 visitors from 
throughout the tri-state area. Tickets for the 2019 
season go on sale mid-September. For the latest 
updates, visit www.thewpf.org/programs/winter-
wonderland.

2018 Winter Wonderland Hits 
Record Attendance Numbers 

Families have enjoyed Westchester’s Winter Wonderland this season.

The Picture House Regional Film Center 
will be offering an interactive fi lm camp, Fresh 
Eyes on Film: Kids Critique the Movies, during 
the February break from school, from Tuesday, 
Feb. 19 through Friday, Feb. 22, for students in 
kindergarten through grade fi ve.

In this collaborative camp, students will 
watch a different classic kid’s movie each day, 
learn how to analyze and critique what they’ve 
seen, then share those thoughts on camera while 
working together in the Review Studio. Students 
will develop their self-esteem and confi dence by 
expressing their opinions in a thoughtful and 
persuasive way, while also taking turns as direc-
tors and cinematographers behind the camera. 

Finished videos will be a part of the annual 
red-carpet Student Showcase event at TPH.

Fresh Eyes on Film camp will be taught by 
Kevin Maher, an Emmy-nominated writer and 
award-winning fi lmmaker who has taught at 
the School of Visual Arts, ReelWorks Brooklyn 
and the New Jersey Institute of Technology; and 
Chad Newman, TPH’s communications and de-
velopment manager who received his master’s 
degree in fi lm studies at Columbia University. 
All movies have been screened through Com-
mon Sense Media for age-appropriateness. A list 
of specifi c movies is available upon request. 

The cost of the camp is $75 per day (mem-
ber discounts available) and campers can regis-
ter for one or multiple days. For more informa-
tion or to register visit http://thepicturehouse.
org/education/camp/, email education@thepic-
turehouse.org or call 914-738-3161.

Kids Critique Movies
At Pelham Film Camp

The Picture House Regional Film Center in Pelham is offering an interactive fi lm camp for 
kids this winter break.

There are children in our community without the help of a 
caring adult. If you, or someone you know, is interested in 
finding out more, call 2-1-1 or visit www.uwwp.org/foster.shtml 
for more information.

KIDS 
BE 
KIDS
Become a Foster Parent.

Westchester Holocaust
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