
The recent conviction of former New 
York State Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
on seven felony counts of using his official 
position to receive nearly $4 million in bribes 
and kickbacks from people and businesses in 

exchange for his official acts, and for masking 
these payments by disguising them as income 
from a personal injury law firm, gives another 
black mark on the most dysfunctional govern-

One of the great Westchester holiday tradi-
tions is the annual Operation Santa Claus holiday 
party brunch, which raises funds to assist children 
and adults with developmental disabilities. This 
year’s brunch was held Dec. 6 at the Fairway’s at 
Dunwoodie.

The tradition of Operation Santa Claus has 
been handed down from former State Sens. John 

“Chippy” Flynn, Roy Lesten, and Nick Spano – 
who continues to serve as Operation Santa Claus 
honorary chairman. Spano has been out of office 
for 10 years but continues his passion of helping 
those in the community with disabilities.

Last week, Operation Santa Claus awarded 
$15,000 in grants for several area organizations 

For years, Santa has wanted to open a Christ-
mas shop on one of the oldest and most historic 
Main Streets in all of the United States, and on 
Nov. 19, his wish became a reality.

The Habitat for Humanity of Westchester cre-
ated the very first pop-up Christmas shop on Main 
Street, within its 659 Main St. location.

“I was honored when Mr. Claus himself asked 
me to open up this shop,” said Jim Killoran, head 
Elf and CEO of Habitat of Westchester. “We at 
Habitat just want the community to come together, 
and we feel this Christmas shop will do just that.” 

The grand opening of the Christmas shop co-

incided with the beginning of the first Shop Main 
Street Week, and it will remain open throughout 
the holidays. It is a perfect opportunity for resi-
dents and visitors to do some shopping while at the 
same time supporting a great cause. 

“The true heart and soul of Main Street lies 
within the small businesses, the people and its rich 
history,” said Killoran. 

Santa himself paid a visit to the shop, along 
with the Iona Singers, to give his “Ho, ho, ho” and 
seal of approval. 

For more information, visit www.habitatwc.
org, or Facebook and Twitter @habitatwc.

The eight days of Chanukah celebrate and 
remember the determination of the outnum-
bered Hasmonean Jewish fighters, also known 
as the Maccabees (Hebrew for hammer, as they 
were said to strike hammer blows against their 
enemies). When a Greek official attempted to 
force Hebrew priest Mattathias to sacrifice to 
a pagan god, he and his five sons begin a two-
decade-long revolt against Greek rule. 

In 164 BCE, Jerusalem was recaptured, 
and in searching for oil to purify and rededi-

cate the Temple, only a small cruze of oil, suf-
ficient to light in the Temple only one day, mi-
raculously lasted instead eight days – the time 
needed to press and produce pure olive oil for 
the Temple’s use.

Recalling this miracle, Jews light an in-
creasing number of candles, starting with one 
on the first night and increasing the amount of 
light shed until all eight are lit on the eighth 
night of Chanukah, and eat foods fried in oil, 
such as powdered donuts and potato pancakes.
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West. Delegation Answers 
After Silver Conviction 

Operation Santa Claus: 
A Westchester Tradition

Santa Visits Habitat – 
And So Should You

Happy Chanukah!

Former Assembly Speaker and now convicted felon Sheldon Silver, left, with former State 
Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, who is also on trial for corruption.

From left are Len Spano, Al Ciuffetelli, Santa Claus with Jimmy Dingee, Joe Ciuffetelli, News 
12 anchor Janine Rose with a student from the Westchester School for Special Children, 

former Sen. Nick Spano, Mayor Mike Spano and emcee Carol Wilkinson.

Santa pays a visit to Habitat for Humanity Westchester’s Christmas shop on Main Street in 
New Rochelle.

Continued on Page 8
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By Dan Murphy 
Westchester District Attor-

ney Janet DiFiore’s selection by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to become 
the next chief judge of the New 
York State Court of Appeals, the 
highest court in New York, was 
leaked out three months ago by 
either the NY Post, or here in 
Westchester by the Yonkers Tri-
bune, in an apparent effort to test 
the waters on Westchester’s top 
cop. 

The result then was positive, 
as has been the overall response 
to Cuomo’s appointment of Di-
Fiore last week. 

For the past three decades, 
Westchester County residents 
have been protected by two fe-
male district attorneys, Jeanine 
Pirro and DiFiore. Both came 
from the same DA DNA – leg-
endary Westchester DA Carl 
Vergari – but they differ in style, 
personality and ability to work 
within the political dynamics of 
Westchester and New York State. 

In addition to her nearly 
10-year tenure as DA, DiFiore 
has years of experience as both a prosecutor 
and judge, with an extensive background in ju-
dicial and legal reform. As district attorney she 
also manages an office of more than 230 people, 
which points to her well-rounded legal back-
ground and were two of the reasons why Cuomo 
appointed DiFiore and why her appointment was 
well received by most of the New York media and 
legal community. 

“Janet DiFiore is 
tremendously qualified 
to serve as chief judge 
of the State Court of 
Appeals,” said Cuomo. 
“She has served as both 
judge and prosecutor, 
and has spent her ca-
reer working to ensure 
justice and fairness for 
New Yorkers. She has 
led crucial reform ef-
forts to make our judi-
cial system both more 
effective and more ef-
ficient, and I am con-
fident that she would 
continue this leader-
ship on the Court of 
Appeals. I am proud to 
nominate Janet for this 
position, because she 
has the strong, balanced experience that New 
York needs.” 

DiFiore responded: “I am humbled by the 
incredible honor of being nominated to serve as 
chief judge of the NYS Court of Appeals. My pro-
fessional life has been devoted to the fair admin-
istration of justice, and I would gladly continue 
my service to the people of New York on our 
state’s highest court. I am grateful to Gov. Cuomo 
for this nomination.”

DiFiore, who needs to be confirmed by the 
State Senate, will be the second female chief judge 
in state history. The first, Chief Judge Judith Kaye, 
was nominated by Gov. Mario Cuomo.

DiFiore has held her current position as dis-
trict attorney of Westchester County since Janu-
ary 2006, and is now serving her third term as 
the county’s chief law enforcement officer. Over 
the course of her tenure as DA, she has targeted a 
broad array of crimes involving everything from 

gang-related violence 
to identity theft and 
environmental pollu-
tion. She also has con-
siderable experience 
with domestic violence 
issues, and has spear-
headed efforts to im-
prove the investigation 
and handling of child 
abuse cases. 

Early in her first 
term, DiFiore also de-
signed and launched 
the Westchester Intel-
ligence Center, which 
helps coordinate re-
sources and informa-
tion-sharing among lo-
cal, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies. 

Prior to beginning 
her first term in 2006, DiFiore spent more than 
six years on the bench of state and local courts. 
She first served as a Westchester County Court 
judge from January 1999 to December 2002, and 
was later elected to serve as a Supreme Court 
justice for the New York State Criminal Courts, 
Ninth Judicial District from January 2003 to May 
2005. In her time on the bench, DiFiore presided 
over hundreds of civil and criminal cases on a 

DiFiore’s Star Outshines Pirro
Cuomo Taps DA for Chief Judge in NY Highest Court

‘Judge DiFiore’s  
stellar career has 
been marked by 

great achievements  
at every turn, and  

an unstinting  
commitment to  
justice and the  
fairness of the  
legal process.’  

Retiring Chief Judge  
Jonathan Lippman

Continued on Page 8

Dr. Jonathan Dzik readies for another Chanukah celebration in Yonkers. Photo by  
Robert Kalfus.
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Call today! 914-965-4000

Legal Notices
NOTICE OF FORMATION 
of Mele Home Inspections 
LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 6/26/15. Office location: 
WESTCHESTER County. 
The street address is  241 
Morsemere Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: 7014 
13th Ave Ste. 202 Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful act.

#6689	 11/06 - 12/11

Research and Technology 
Development Engineer- TWO PO-
SITIONS AVAILABLE (New York Power 
Authority - White Plains, NY) Conceive, plan, 
develop and implement new technologies. An-
alyze steady-state and dynamic power system 
phenomena. Develop, test, and validate highly 
complex mathematical models. Track and study 
new technologies. Prepare reports and techni-
cal papers for dissemination. MS in Electrical 
Engineering w/ coursework in Computer Meth-
ods in Electrical Engineering, Electric Utility 
Mgmt, Electrical Machinery, Linear/Nonlinear 
Systems. 38 hrs/wk. Submit resume + tran-
script to newyorkpowerauthority@gmail.com.

 ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES  
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furni-
ture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, 
comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-654-1683.   

Delivery Driver Needed-Deliv-
ery driver wanted for weekly newspapers in 
Yonkers and Westchester County. Experience 
and own auto preferred. To apply send email to 
risingmediagroup@gmail.com 

Licensed therapists needed - 
for Early Intervention  SLP, OT, PT, SI, SW, 
Psych  Cases in Westchester County for ages 
0-3 with developmental delays Send resume to 
HR@skhov.org

My greatest wish is to adopt 
a baby. A loving home awaits withsecure, 
educated woman. Expenses paid. Call Anne-
Michele1-877-246-1447. Text 516-305-0144 
or www.amadopt.info 

ADOPTION: Loving Indian-American 
couple to adopt a newborn. Expensespaid. Ex-
cited to help plan a happy life for your child.

www.isaacandpiaadopt.com. 888-505-3696. 
Text 929-286-2677. 

Donate your car to Wheels 
For Wishes, benefiting Make -A -Wish. We 
offer free towing and your donation is 100% 
tax deductible. Call 315 -400 -0797 Today! 

We did not create AGELESS 
LIVING, We Perfected IT! YOULab Global-
offers age-defying products for your skincare 
and nutrition concerns.Visit: http://clmglobal.
youlabproducts.com or call: 731-616-5333 

 AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here 
–Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placementassistance. Call AIM for free infor-
mation 866-296-7093 

Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ 
To hunt your land. Call for a Free 
Base Camp Leasing info packet & Quote. 1 
-866 -309 -1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com  

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 
-MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill -Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1 -800 -578 -1363 
Ext.300N 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419 

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired.Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! Call 
Juley Today! 800-413-3479 www.CashForY-
ourTestStrips.com 

TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! -WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Records, 
Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., CallJoe Today @ 914-310-5153 

Classifieds
NOTICE OF FORMATION 
of Rich Vawn Management 
LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/22/15.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent for service 
of process on LLC. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: Rich Vawn Management, 
115 Sterling Ave, Yonkers 
NY 10704. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

#6688	 10/30 - 12/04

Notice of formation of MI-
CHELLE IBARRONDO LLC 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/21/2015. Office loca-
tion: Westchester. The street 
address is: 26 Linn Avenue 
Yonkers, NY 10705. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: United 
States Corporation Agent, 
7014 13th Avenue Ste: 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#6716	 11/13 – 12/18

Notice of formation of Eco-
Stop, LLC Arts. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 9/9/15. Of-
fice location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 522 Larchmont Acres, Apt 
C, Larchmont, NY 10538. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Janeen 
S. Minguillo, 522 Larchmont 
Acres, Apt C, Larchmont, NY  
10538. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6717	 11/13 – 12/18

Notice of formation of Pesta-
no Foods, LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 7/29/15. 
Office location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 21 Bailey Place, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: United States 
Corporation Agents Inc., 
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6719	 11/20 - 12/25

Notice of formation of 
Sealtec Coatings Limited 
Liability Company Arts. Of 
Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/02/2015. Office location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is: 521 Stock-
ton Drive, Williamstown, NJ 
08094. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process served 
to: Sherry Beyer, 521 Stock-
ton Drive, Williamstown, NJ 
08094. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6722	 12/04 – 01/08

Notice of formation of Da-
tino’s Lawn Sprinkler, LLC 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/02/2015. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. 
The street address is: 14 
Tompkin Road, Yorktown 
Heights, NY, 10598. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess served to: Christopher 
Datino, 14 Tompkin Road, 
Yorktown Heights, N.Y., 
10598. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6720	 12/04 – 01/08

Notice of formation of ALL-
ready, Set…, LLC Arts. Of 
Org. filed with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/20/2015. Office location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is: 39 Miller 
Circle, Armonk, NY, 10504. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Lauren 
Bernard, 39 Miller Circle, Ar-
monk, NY, 10504.  Purpose: 
any lawful act.

#6723	 12/04 – 01/08

Notice of formation of RHC 
Solutions LLC Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on Sept. 1, 
2015. Office location: West-
chester. The street address 
is: 383 Warburton Ave, Yon-
kers NY 10701. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: United States Cor-
poration Agents, Inc. 7014 
13th Ave, Suite 202 Brooklyn 
NY 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful act.

#6724	 12/11 – 01/15

Notice of Qualification of 
Regiment Technology Group 
LLC filed with Sec’y of State 
(SSNY) 5/18/2015. Office 
loc: Westchester County.  
LLC org. in DE, 5/1/2015.  
SSNY desig. as agent of LLC 
upon whom proc. against 
it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of proc. to 
Regiment Technology Group 
LLC, 81 Pondfield Road, 
Suite D279, Bronxville, NY 
10708.  DE office addr: 
Regiment Technology Group 
LLC, c/o National Registered 
Agents, Inc., 160 Greentree 
Drive, Suite 101, Dover, DE 
19904. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

#6718	 11/20 - 12/25

Notice of formation of Daily 
Terrapy, LLC Art. Of Org. 
filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 9/24/15. 
Office in Westchester Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 119 Pondfield 
Road #441, Bronxville, NY 
10708. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

#6721	 12/04 – 01/08

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

Plaintiff designates WESTCHESTER County as the place of trial situs of the real 
property. 

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Mortgaged Premises - 5 PAYNE ROAD ELMSFORD, NEW YORK, 10523 Section:  
7.200      Block: 92    Lot: 6   F/K/A  Section: 20.18E    Block: 1  Lot: 3 

INDEX NO. 51117/2014 

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

vs.
HEIRS AND DISTRIBUTEES OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN ERIC FIDDES; GLENN 
HORGAN AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN ERIC FIDDES; 
any and all persons unknown to plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to have an inter-
est in, or general or specific lien upon the real property described in this action; such 
unknown persons being herein generally described and intended to be included in the 
following designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs at law, next 
of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trust-
ees, committees, lienors, and assignees of such deceased, any and all persons deriv-
ing interest in or lien upon, or title to said real property by, through or under them, or 
either of them, and their respective wives, widows, husbands, widowers, heirs at law, 
next of kin, descendants, executors, administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors and assigns, all of whom and whose names, except 
as stated, are unknown to plaintiff; THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT; CITIBANK N.A.; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O INTER-
NAL REVENUE SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND 
FINANCE, THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, ‘’JOHN DOE #1’’ through 
‘’JOHN DOE #12,’’ the last twelve names being fictitious and unknown to plaintiff, the 
persons or parties intended being the tenants, occupants, persons or corporations, 
if any, having or claiming an interest in or lien upon the premises, described in the 
complaint, 

Defendant(s).

To the above-named Defendants: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve 
a copy of your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance on the Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20 days after the service of 
this summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after the service is 
complete if this summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New 
York) in the event the United States of America is made a party defendant, the time 
to answer for the said United States of America shall not expire until (60) days after 
service of the Summons; and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the complaint. 

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT  THE OBJECT of the 
above caption action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure the sum of $862,500.00 
and interest, recorded in the Office of the WESTCHESTER County Clerk on Sep-
tember 14, 2009 ináControl No. 492400005, covering premises known as 5 PAYNE 
ROAD, ELMSFORD, NEW YORK, 10523. The relief sought in the within action is a 
final judgment directing the sale of the premises described above to satisfy the debt 
secured by the Mortgage described above. WESTCHESTER County is designated 
as the place of trial because the real property affected by this action is located in said 
county. 

NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If you do not respond 
to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for 
the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing 
the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your 
home. Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the summons and protect your property. Sending a 
payment to the mortgage company will not stop the foreclosure action. YOU MUST 
RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT. 

Dated: August 4, 2015 
RAS Boriskin, LLC 
Attorney for Plaintiff By: Thomas Zegarelli, Esq.
900 Merchants Concourse, Suite 106 Westbury, 
NY 11590 (516) 280-7675

#3194	 12/04/15 – 12/25/15

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

Index No. 6244/2010

U.S. Bank National Association, as Trustee relating to Chevy Chase Funding LLC 
Mortgage Backed Certificates Series 2007-2,

Plaintiff(s),
Against

THANH VAN TO, LAM THI NGUYEN, ET AL.,
Defendant(s),

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale, duly entered in the Westchester 
County Clerk’s Office on 9/14/2015, I, the undersigned Referee, will sell at public 
auction, in the lobby of the Westchester  County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther  
King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, NY 10601 on 1/12/2016 at 9:00 am, premises known as 
30 Shore Road, Pelham, NY 10803 and described as follows:

ALL that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the Town of Pelham, County of West-
chester and State of New York, and designated on the tax maps of the Westchester 
County Treasurer as Section 167.55, Block 1 and Lot 10.

The approximate amount of the current Judgement lien is $2,394,058.90 plus interest 
and costs.  The premises will be sold subject to provisions of the aforesaid Judge-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale; Index # 6244/2010.

DARREN DEURSO, Esq., Referee.
SHELDON MAY & ASSOCIATES Attorneys at Law, 
255 Merrick Road, Rockville Centre, NY  11570
Dated:  11/5/2015     
File Number: 26812 GNS

#3195	 12/11/15 – 01/01/16
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Seniors and Health Care

Westchester County’s Department of Se-
nior Programs and Services has issued a re-
quest for proposals from qualifi ed agencies 
to provide cluster homemaker/personal care 
services to seniors.

The county’s goal is to assist residents age 
60 and older with remaining in their homes, 
and as such the services sought through the 
RFP include bathing and other personal care 
assistance performed by trained and quali-
fi ed personal care aides. Funding comes from 
grants through the federal Older Americans 
Act.

“It is of paramount importance that the 
county provide quality services to seniors at 

competitive prices,” said County Executive 
Robert Astorino. “The RFP process enables 
us to do just that – to easily compare various 
options and their costs.”

Proposals must be received no later than 
3 p.m. on December 16.

Those interested should send two origi-
nal copies of their proposal to: Sandra Brown, 
program administrator, Department of Senior 
Programs and Services, County Offi ce Build-
ing, 9 S. First Ave., 10th Floor, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550. 

For more information, contact Brown at 
shs2@westchestergov.com or 914-813-6413, 
or visit www.westchestergov.com/rfp.

The Center at Lake isle  
Monday, Dec. 14

9:30 a.m. Line dancing with Theresa
 12:15 p.m. Jonelle Ward of the Alzheimer’s 
Association presents “Memory Loss”
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong
1 p.m. Exercise with Linda

Tuesday, Dec. 15
8:30 a.m. Exercise with Grace
9:30 a.m. Exercise with Patricia
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong

Wednesday, Dec. 16
9:30 a.m. Tap dancing with Paula
 10:15 a.m. Bus leaves for Westchester Broad-
way Theatre
12:30 p.m. Drawing class with Stephanie
12:30 p.m. Exercise with Evey

1 p.m. Mahjong/Bridge/cards
Thursday, Dec. 17

9:30 a.m. Intermediate line dancing
 12:30 p.m. Holiday celebration with the Pe-
ter Lawrence Band presenting “12 Days of 
Christmas and More”

Friday, Dec. 18
8:30 a.m. Exercise video
9:30 a.m. Exercise with Sonya
10:30 a.m. Current events with Maryann
10:30 a.m. Book review with Tracey
12:15 p.m. Bingo bash
1 p.m. Bridge/cards/Mahjong
1 p.m. Yoga with Susan
The Center at Lake Isle is located at 660 

White Plains Road, Eastchester. For more infor-
mation or transportation, call 914-337-0390.

If Santa keeps a list for “naughty” eating 
and “nice” eating over the holidays, many old-
er adults would see a checkmark next to their 
name with the note, “nibbled too much/overin-
dulged.” The list of fattening holiday foods is 
endless – mashed potatoes and gravy, pecan pie, 
iced gingerbread, eggnog. Pile on the artichoke 
dip and sweet potato casserole, and the extra 
calories, fat, sodium and sugar expand from 
Thanksgiving through New Year’s.

Many aging individuals get off-track nutri-
tionally during the holidays because they are al-
ready dealing with health conditions that affect 
diet, including diabetes, arthritis and recovery 
from surgery. The year-end sugary treats and 
rich foods can exacerbate an already poor diet, 
especially for seniors malnourished from eat-
ing convenience foods or empty-calorie foods. 
Eating a well-balanced diet boosts brainpower, 
adds energy and strengthens muscles and bones, 
but over the holidays, many older individuals 
turn to noshing on fattening foods with limited 
dietary value.

The taste and smell of food can change 
with aging, also prompting the elderly to sim-
ply eat more of a food to try to discern the fl avor 
or aroma.

“Finding a healthy balance of nutrition and 
celebration over the holidays is a challenge for 
many seniors and their family caregivers,” said 
Lou Giampa, president of Right at Home West-
chester. “Yet with a few proactive steps, cook-
ing for festive occasions and eating during them 
can be a blend of wholesome foods and plenty 
of enjoyable times with family and friends.”

Giampa notes that depriving oneself fully 
of favorite holiday fare can actually backfi re 
and bring on more intense cravings and spark 
overeating. Instead, the key is to consume fewer 
unhealthy foods and revel in festivities at the 
same time. 

How? The following tips can help:
* Plan ahead and choose wisely. Forget 

winging it at holiday functions, and consider 
eating a light protein snack before the party and 
bring healthier foods to the function including a 
vegetable or fresh fruit tray.

* Know basic calorie counts. Checking the 
calories in favorite holiday foods can motivate 
seniors to indulge a bit, but curb the temptation 
to have a second slice of pie or take home left-
over fudge.

* Mingle or sit away from the dessert plat-
ters and buffet tables. Hovering too close to the 
ready-at-hand foods invites mindless munch-
ing.

* Select smaller portions. Sample a few 
bites of “off-limit” foods and practice eating in 
moderation overall. Choosing a smaller plate 
also can help with portion control.

* Ease up on alcoholic beverages. At holi-
day celebrations and parties, alternate between 
drinking spirits and drinking nonalcoholic, 

calorie-free drinks. Stay hydrated with water 
throughout a gathering.

* Be aware of emotions. Socializing with 
loved ones during the holidays can stir up ten-
der and unresolved issues. Even the smell of 
certain holiday foods can trigger a painful emo-
tional response.

* Account for travel fatigue and stress. 
Allow for energy and sleep adjustments for 
seniors who travel to holiday gatherings. The 
busyness of holiday prep, shopping, etc. can 
add its own toll, as people tend to overeat when 
tired or frazzled.

* Fit in exercise. Throughout Novem-
ber and December, keep up a regular workout 
routine or opt for indoor exercise such as stair 
climbing. After a holiday meal and before des-
sert, invite everyone to go for a walk together 
(the dishwashing can wait).

* Substitute instead of skip out. Citrus, va-
nilla and cinnamon are delicious substitutes for 
full amounts of sugar in recipes. Unsweetened 
applesauce or mashed bananas work well for fat 
ingredients. The Mayo Clinic has a substitution 
guide for replacing ingredients with healthier 
choices available.

* Savor the celebrations. Laughter and up-
lifting conversations can increase the body’s 
natural defense system and lower blood pres-
sure. Endorphin hormones released through 
laughter alone lower pain sensation and foster 
positive emotion.

A number of common holiday foods are 
actually packed with nutrients and can prove 
benefi cial to encouraging older adults to join in 
the revelry without compromising their dietary 
health:

* Cranberries – The tart fruit retards bacte-
ria that are common in urinary tract infections. 
Cranberry sauce can be sweetened lightly with 
sugar or a sugar substitute.

* Green beans – Packed with vitamins K, 
C and A, this naturally low-calorie vegetable 
helps protect bones and is delicious served with 
a light sprinkling of olive oil and lemon.

* Pumpkin pie – A boosting source of po-
tassium, fi ber and carotenoids (for making vi-
tamin A), the orange vegetable is a traditional 
holiday favorite in pies and bars. Substituting 
artifi cial sweetener and 2 percent milk instead 
of sweetened evaporated milk will save on calo-
ries without sacrifi cing taste.

To avoid “nibbled too much/overindulged” 
this holiday season, talk ahead of time with 
family and party hosts about alternative recipes, 
or contribute your own healthier culinary cre-
ations. Holiday recipe makeovers from the chef 
experts at Cooking Light and the Food Net-
work, for example, will delight everyone’s taste 
buds and keep the unwanted sugar, fat, sodium 
and calories off the guest list. 

For more information, call 914-468-1944 
or visit www.westchesterseniorcare.com.

By Julissa Javier
Social Security assistant district manager, 
Yonkers 

For many of us, preparing for winter in-
volves pulling out heavy coats from the closet 
and making sure our vehicle is ready for intense 
weather. Whether your winter brings snow, ice or 
fl ooding, you need to be prepared.

Preparing for a possible physical or mental 
disability is the same. Many people don’t think 
of disability as something that could happen to 
them. Statistics show the chances of becoming 
disabled are greater than most realize. Fifty-six 
million Americans – one in fi ve – live with a 
disability. Thirty-eight million Americans – one 
in 10 – live with a severe disability. A sobering 
fact for 20-year-olds is that more than a quarter 
of them will become disabled before reaching re-
tirement age. 

Disability can happen to anyone. But who 
is prepared?

When disability does happen, Social Secu-
rity can help people meet their basic needs. Our 
disability programs provide fi nancial and medi-
cal benefi ts for those who qualify to pay for doc-
tors’ visits, medicines and treatments. You can 
learn more about how you might be covered if 
you are disabled at www.socialsecurity.gov/plan-
ners/disability.

Social Security pays benefi ts to people who 
worked and paid Social Security taxes, but who 
can no longer work and whose medical condi-
tion meets the strict defi nition of disability under 
the Social Security Act. A person is considered 
disabled under this defi nition if he or she cannot 
work due to a severe medical condition that has 
lasted or is expected to last at least one year or 
result in death. 

The person’s medical condition must pre-
vent him or her from doing work that he or she 
did in the past, and it must prevent the person 
from adjusting to other work based on their age, 
education and experience.

Supplemental Security Income, our other 
disability program, is a needs-based program for 
people with limited income and resources. 

You can fi nd all the information you need 
about eligibility and benefi ts available to you by 
reading “Disability Benefi ts” available at www.
socialsecurity.gov/pubs.

While extreme winter weather may not af-
fect all of us, the risk of being disabled and need-
ing help isn’t based on geography. Chances are 
you know someone who is disabled or perhaps 
you live with a disability. If you wish to help a 
friend or family member – or need to plan for 
disability yourself – visit www.socialsecurity.
gov/disability.

County Seeks Proposals 
For Senior Services 

Town of Eastchester
Senior Programs & Services

Healthier Holiday 
Eating for the Aging

Be Prepared When 
Disaster Strikes 

Business Card Advertising
Display your business card in each of our NINE 

NEWSPAPERS for only $299 for twelve weeks!

Reach 150,000 readers per week!

Reserve your space today! Call Dan at 914-965-4000.

Great New
Advertising
Opportunity

from Rising Media Group
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Turkey Shoot-Out Raises 
Money to Feed the Hungry

Chris Schwartz, director of development for Lifting Up Westchester, receives a check from 
Ralph Watts, chairman of the Turkey Shoot-Out.

Members of the Scarsdale Golf Club 
braved blustery winds and 40 degree tempera-
tures to play in the ninth annual Turkey Shoot-
Out to raise funds to feed Westchester’s hun-
gry during the upcoming holiday season. The 
tournament raised a record of $7,600, which 
was split between Lifting Up Westchester to 
support its soup kitchen, Grace’s Kitchen and 
the Food Bank for Westchester. 

The Turkey Shoot-Out was the brainchild 
of member Ralph Watts of White Plains who 
has served as tournament chairman since the 
event’s inception. Timed just prior to Thanks-
giving, it was designed to be a hardship tour-
nament – one year golfers played in the snow. 

Funds donated will help Lifting Up West-
chester and the Food Bank for Westches-
ter provide more than 7,000 holiday meals 
to individuals and families in need over the 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays. 

Twenty-two golfers competed in the tour-
nament and the club received numerous do-
nations from members and club staff. Taeko 
Hattori of Pound Ridge was the first women to 
compete in the tournament, which also saw its 
youngest players ever – Alex Mayer, 13, and 
Zach Hoexter, 14, both from Scarsdale. Over 
its nine-year history, the Turkey Shoot-Out 
has raised $51,450 to feed the hungry. 

ment in the United States. And with former 
State Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos on 
trial for his hand, and the hand of his son get-
ting caught in the honey pot, the bad news for 
Albany will continue through the holidays.

U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara’s office won 
the conviction. 

“The greedy art of secret self-reward 
was practiced with particular cleverness and 
cynicism by the speaker himself,” said Bhar-
ara. “Sheldon Silver, speaker of the New York 
State Assembly, was on retainer to a mammoth 
real estate developer at the very same time that 
the chamber he dominates was considering and 
passing legislation vitally affecting the bottom 
line of that developer; at the very same time 
that he was hearing out lobbyists paid by that 
developer and at the very same time that he 
was deliberately keeping secret from the pub-
lic any information about this lucrative side 
deal, in violation of the law.

“Politicians are supposed to be on the peo-
ple’s payroll, not on secret retainer to wealthy 
special interests they do favors for. These 
charges go to the very core of what ails Albany 
– a lack of transparency, lack of accountability 
and lack of principle joined with an overabun-
dance of greed, cronyism and self-dealing,” he 
continued

All of the Westchester members of the 
Assembly are Democrats, except for Assem-
blyman Steve Katz, who represents northern 
Westchester. The seven Westchester Demo-
crats were members of Silver’s Democratic 
Assembly caucus and had the unfortunate task 
of trying to explain, or distance themselves 
from Silver’s shameful actions and betrayal of 
the people of New York.

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin was the first 
witness at the trial, and was called by prosecu-
tors to explain Albany’s legislative process and 
how much power Silver wielded. She explained 
how Silver controlled “member items,” which 
Assembly members are given to support local 
projects and organizations in their district. 

Silver did not disclose to Paulin or any 
Assembly Democrat that he also had and con-
trolled discretionary funding for health care 
programs. 

Paulin testified that Silver never revealed 
that he was receiving legal referrals or any of 
his additional illegal income. Paulin also testi-
fied about the Moreland Commission, created 
and then disbanded to uncover political cor-
ruption in Albany. 

“The Moreland Commission never both-
ered me like it bothered other members,” said 
Paulin, explaining that other members who 
earned outside income had concerns, but she 
did not. 

Silver’s attorney’s attempted to throw 
Paulin under the bus by trying to link her hus-
band’s investments and stock holdings in com-
panies like Con Edison and Merck to Paulin’s 
votes on state interactions with both compa-
nies. 

This ludicrous attempt to compare Pau-

lin, and many other members who hold stock 
in a company that has some interaction with 
NYS government, to Silver’s shakedowns, did 
not have any credibility with the jurors. Paulin 
listed her family’s holdings in her financial dis-
closure forms and later said that she had sold 
her Merck stock and would review all of her 
family’s financial holdings. 

Assembly member Shelley Mayer ap-
peared on the Richard French show on RNN-
FIOS on the day Silver was found guilty. 

“I think Albany changed the day Shel-
don Silver got arrested and got indicted,” she 
said. “The world of our Democratic Assembly 
Caucus has changed dramatically and I don’t 
think he represents most of us. It’s a sad day, 
it speaks poorly for our Legislature and speaks 
poorly for conduct that was allowed. But it 
doesn’t speak for the many men and women of 
both parties who handle this as a full-time job 
and do so with integrity.”

Mayer added that the minimal defense 
raised by Silver’s high-powered attorneys was 
“so objectionable”

“For them to claim that this is what hap-
pens and the way we do business, absolutely 
not – I’ve spent a lifetime in Albany and this is 
not the way of doing business,” she said. “It’s 
a cheap shot at the rest of us who are doing 
things the right way, and we sent a message 
loud and clear by electing a new speaker and 
demand that we need change and have a voice. 
I was part of the reform movement as someone 
who had a long relationship with Sheldon Sil-
ver, that we need more disclosure and forfei-
ture of pensions.”

Silver filed for his pension on the day 
after his conviction. Assemblyman David 
Buchwald, and others, have called for pen-
sion forfeiture by proposing a constitutional 
amendment that would make any state officer 
or local officer convicted of a felony involving 
breach of public trust subject to forfeiture of 
pension rights or retirement benefits.

Both Paulin and Mayer are honest public 
servants, but the caution in their comments is 
the way in which Silver completely controlled 
the Democratic Caucus and filled his own nest 
with illegal millions. 

State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins com-
mented on Silver’s conviction, saying: “Today 
is a sad day for the people of New York. We 
need fundamental change in Albany to clean 
up state government and return the people’s 
trust. The Senate Democrats have been the 
consistent voices for reform and have called 
for a full-time Legislature and restricting leg-
islators outside income, closing the LLC loop-
hole, prohibiting taxpayer reimbursement of 
campaign and legal defense funds and strip-
ping pensions from public officials convicted 
of corruption, among other things.

“We stand ready to return to Albany and 
pass a meaningful and strong ethics package, 
and we will work with any elected official se-
rious about reforming state government,” she 
continued. “The people of New York deserve 
real reforms to how Albany operates.” 

Those reforms will have to wait for anoth-
er year as we await the results of another jury 
on the guilt of another leader in Albany. 

West. Delegation
Continued from Page 1

broad array of issues. 
As a supervising judge on the state’s crimi-

nal court, she oversaw a restructuring of the 
case assignment system in order to increase 
efficiency and achieve the first elimination of 
all backlogged cases in any of the state’s judi-
cial districts. Furthermore, during her time on 
the bench, DiFiore was directly involved in the 
creation of Mental Health and Sex Offenders 
Courts, as well as the implementation of the 
newly established Domestic Violence and Drug 
Treatment Courts. 

One of DiFiore’s shining moments came in 
2009, when she co-chaired the New York State 
Justice Task Force, leading investigations of cases 
involving wrongful convictions and identifying 
reforms that will prevent such cases from occur-
ring in the future, and as DA she personally led 
an investigation into the case of Jeffrey Deskovic, 
who had been wrongly convicted and sentenced 
as a teenager in 1990 for rape and murder. 

In addition to proving Deskovic’s innocence 
and securing his release from prison, DiFiore’s 
investigation resulted in the confession and sen-
tencing of the actual killer. 

Cuomo had previously appointed DiFiore as 
chairwoman of the New York State Joint Com-
mission on Public Ethics, and some have criti-
cized the work, or lack thereof, of JCOPE and 
DiFiore on raising the ethical standards of our 
elected officials. 

DiFiore has been nominated to replace 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman, who will be re-
tiring at the end of the year.

“Gov. Cuomo has made an outstanding 
choice in his appointment of Hon. Janet DiFiore 
as New York’s next chief judge,” said Lippman. 
“She is an exemplary leader, as demonstrated by 
her distinguished service as a prosecutor and a 
judge, including her outstanding leadership of 
the New York State Justice Task Force that I es-
tablished in 2009 to eradicate wrongful convic-
tions in New York. Judge DiFiore’s stellar career 
has been marked by great achievements at every 
turn, and an unstinting commitment to justice 
and the fairness of the legal process. Her exten-
sive knowledge and administrative experience, 
coupled with her intellect, integrity and col-
legiality, will be tremendous assets for the NYS 
court system and the public it serves. I have total 
confidence that, if confirmed, she will be a great 
chief judge and leader of the judicial branch of 
government.”

Former chief judge of New York and chair-
person of the Commission on Judicial Nomi-
nation Judith Kaye added: “Congratulations all 
around, starting with the governor for an utterly 
fabulous chief judge choice. From the decades I 
have worked alongside Janet DiFiore I have come 
to know her extraordinary personal and profes-
sional skills – as a lawyer, a judge and adminis-
trator – all inspired by an acute sense of justice. 
When Judge DiFiore phoned me a decade or so 
ago to tell me she was leaving the bench, I re-
member saying she was ‘breaking my heart.’ To-
day my heart overflows with joy.”

Seymour James, attorney-in-chief of The Le-
gal Aid Society, said he has been impressed with 
DiFiore’s commitment to the fair administration 
of justice during her service as co-chairwoman of 
the NYS Justice Task Force. 

“She also demonstrated her support for ac-
cess to justice as a member of the Commission 
on the Future of Indigent Defense Services,” he 
said. “Her practical understanding of the root 
causes of wrongful convictions and her dedica-
tion to the fair administration of justice will serve 
her well as our next chief judge.”

The Rev. W. Franklyn Richardson, senior 
pastor of Grace Baptist Church, added: “Gov. 
Cuomo’s decision to nominate Janet DiFiore to 
the Court of Appeals is tremendous news for 
New York State. As Westchester DA, Janet Di-
Fiore has proven herself to be a strong leader 
with a tremendous knowledge of the law and an 

unyielding work ethic. In addition to her experi-
ence as a prosecutor, she has served as a tough 
but fair judge, and her career as a whole makes 
her an exceptional candidate for this esteemed 
position. 

“As senior pastor of Grace Baptist Church 
in Mount Vernon, I am proud of Janet DiFiore’s 
many accomplishments for our community, and 
I know she would serve as an excellent chief 
judge, moving forward in the role with the dig-
nity and objectivity it demands,” he continued. 
“I urge the Senate to confirm Ms. DiFiore as the 
next chief judge so she can continue doing what 
she does best – advancing the cause of justice for 
New Yorkers.” 

Barry Scheck, co-director of the Innocence 
Project, said DiFiore has provided strong leader-
ship in trying to enact reforms that would pre-
vent wrongful convictions. 

“Most importantly, her commitment to 
these issues arose from her own work in a high-
profile DNA exoneration that occurred just after 
she took office as Westchester County district 
attorney,” he said. “Judge DiFiore has demon-
strated independence, empathy and a capacity to 
learn from mistakes made by the criminal justice 
system. I think these are important qualities to 
have in a chief judge and the governor has made 
a wise appointment.”

Jeremy Travis, president of the John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice, said, in part: “Janet Di-
Fiore represents the very best of our state’s legal 
community and will bring distinction to the role 
of chief judge. She has extensive administrative 
experience as district attorney of Westchester 
County for the past decade, overseeing an of-
fice that prosecuted more than 35,000 cases a 
year… This unique combination of an innova-
tive approach to the issues confronting the state’s 
courts, deep administrative experience, a stellar 
track record as a judge, and direct experience 
working with other agencies of the justice system 
have prepared Janet DiFiore for this new chapter 
of a life of distinguished public service.” 

Westchester County Executive Rob Asto-
rino congratulated DiFiore on the prestigious 
appointment. 

“I have known Janet for many years and 
have worked closely with her on many issues and 
I know she’ll be an excellent judge and adminis-
trator for the New York court system,” he said. “I 
applaud the governor for choosing such a highly-
qualified individual as Janet DiFiore. New York-
ers will be well served.”

So how did DiFiore get appointed to the 
most prestigious legal position in New York State, 
beating out six other highly-qualified candidates? 
Both DiFiore and her husband, attorney Dennis 
Glazer, a retired partner in the powerhouse Man-
hattan law firm of Davis, Polk and Wardwell, are 
well connected to both Cuomo and the New York 
City legal community. Last year, Glazer was ap-
pointed by Cuomo to the NYS Gaming Facility 
Location Board.  

DiFiore’s switch of political parties, from 
a Republican to a Democrat in 2007, has also 
played a major role in her election successes in 
Westchester, and now her appointment to lead 
New York’s top court. DiFiore’s decision to leave 
the GOP paved the way for others to do so, in-
cluding Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano.

The differences between DiFiore and Pirro 
were soon made clear, as DiFiore chose not to 
force herself in front of the news television cam-
eras, and fill her office with the bombast that 
Pirro did, while always staying ever loyal and not 
uttering a bad public word about Jeanine. 

And the opposition to Pirro and her legal 
decisions in Westchester were much greater in 
number, than those to DiFiore, who still has her 
detractors that raise their objections to her deci-
sions as DA, and her personal matters – all which 
can be found online. 

But overall, Janet DiFiore’s leadership as dis-
trict attorney will be remembered in Westchester 
with the respect and dignity that her predeces-
sor Carl Vergari performed it with, and which is 
why Cuomo has appointed her to sit on the NYS 
Court of Appeals. 

DiFiore’s Star
Continued from Page 1

‘Sister Acts’ to 
Present Holiday Concert

A “sister act” holiday classi-
cal concert will feature two sets of 
sisters – the Furuyas and the Yoga-
ratnams – performing classical mas-
terworks on piano, violin and cello 
by Bach, Chopin, Schubert, Saint-
Saens, Mendelssohn and more Dec. 
21 at 6:30 p.m. at the Yonkers Public 
Library (Will Branch), 1500 Central 
Park Ave. The concert will last one 
hour in the library’s Pincus Audito-
rium, housing a Steinway concert 
grand piano. 

Admission is free and children 
are welcome. 

Mimi, Sakiko and Harumi Fu-
ruya are all Juilliard graduates, per-
forming on cello, piano and violin. 
Having gained international prestige 
and local popularity, they regularly 
entertain during their concerts in the 
tristate area, including their home-
base of Westchester County/River-
towns. 

Annika and Yasmin Yogarat-
nam of Scarsdale, age 6, and 9, are 
originally from Australia. Annika, 
a first-grader at Fox Meadow El-
ementary School, will perform works for piano 
and violin by Bach, Clementi, several Australian 
composers and more; Yasmin, a fourth-grader 
at Fox Meadow, will perform Schubert on the 
piano and Saint-Saens on the cello.  

Annika and Yasmin each study two instru-

ments (piano and violin, and piano and cello, 
respectively) with the Furuya Sisters. The young 
superstars with their unique personalities are 
sure to impress and entertain audience, adults 
and children alike.

For more information, visit www.FuruyaS-
isters.com.
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SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No.: 61838/2015

Date of Filing: November 3, 2015
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

URBAN FINANCIAL OF AMERICA, LLC, Plaintiff,

-against-

CAROL GROSS AS HEIR AT LAW AND NEXT OF KIN OF RITA GROSS NELSON 
A/K/A RITA A. GROSS ; CELLESTE GROSS GILBERT AS HEIR AT LAW AND NEXT 
OF KIN OF RITA GROSS NELSON A/K/A RITA A. GROSS ; MARIA GROSS GEORGE 
AS HEIR AT LAW AND NEXT OF KIN OF RITA GROSS NELSON A/K/A RITA A. 
GROSS ; JOHN DOE 1 THROUGH 50; JANE DOE 1 THROUGH 50, INTENDING TO 
BE THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DISTRIBUTES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, TRUSTEES, 
LIENORS, CREDITORS, AND ASSIGNEES OF THE ESTATE OF RITA GROSS 
NELSON A/K/A RITA A. GROSS WHO WAS BORN IN 1937 AND DIED ON JANU-
ARY 28, 2015, A RESIDENT OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, WHOSE LAST KNOWN 
ADDRESS WAS 24-26 HORATIO STREET AKA 12 HORATIO STREET AKA 12 
HORATIO STREET, YONKERS, NY 10710, THEIR SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST 
IF ANY OF THE AFORESAID DEFENDANTS BE DECEASED, THEIR RESPEC-
TIVE HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST OF THE 
AFORESAID CLASSES OF PERSON, IF THEY OR ANY OF THEM BE DEAD, AND 
THEIR RESPECTIVE HUSBANDS, WIVES OR WIDOWS, IF ANY, ALL OF WHOM 
AND WHOSE NAMES AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE ARE UNKNOWN TO THE 
PLAINTIFF; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT; ‘’JOHN DOES’’ and ‘’JANE DOES,’ SAID NAMES BEING 
FICTITIOUS, PARTIES INTENDED BEING POSSIBLE TENANTS OR OCCUPANTS 
OF PREMISES, AND CORPORATIONS, OTHER ENTITIES OR PERSONS WHO 
CLAIM, OR MAY CLAIM, A LIEN AGAINST THE PREMISES, Defendants.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve 
a copy of your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, to serve 
a Notice of Appearance on the Plaintiff’s attorney(s) within twenty (20) days after the 
service of this summons, exclusive of the day of service, where service is made by 
delivery upon you personally within the State, or within thirty (30) days after comple-
tion of service where service is made in any other manner, and in case of your failure 
to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief de-
manded in the complaint.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the an-
swer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding 
against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered 
and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further informa-
tion on how to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT.

YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE 
 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order 
of the Honorable Charles D. Wood of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, 
signed on October 28, 2015, and filed with supporting papers in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County of Westchester, State of New York.
The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described 
below, executed by RITA GROSS NELSON A/K/A RITA A. GROSS to MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR NATONWIDE 
EQUITIES CORP., ITS SUCCESSORS AND/OR ASSIGNS bearing date March 27, 
2013 and recorded in Control Number: 531013221 in the County of Westchester 
on April 30, 2013.  Thereafter the aforesaid instruments were assigned to URBAN 
FINANCIAL OF AMERICA, LLC by assignment of mortgage dated March 16, 2015 
and recorded on April 16, 2015 in the office of clerk of Westchester County in Control 
Number: 551003081.

Said premises being known as and by 24-26 HORATIO STREET AKA 12 HORATIO 
STREET, YONKERS, NY  10710.

Date:	 October 15, 2015	
Batavia, New York 
Virginia C Grapensteter, Esq.
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue
Batavia, NY 14020
585.815.0288

Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure
New York State Law requires that we send you this notice about the foreclosure 
process. Please read it carefully. Mortgage foreclosure is a complex process. Some 
people may approach you about “saving” your home. You should be extremely careful 
about any such promises. The State encourages you to become informed about your 
options in foreclosure. There are government agencies, legal aid entities and other 
non-profit organizations that you may contact for information about foreclosure while 
you are working with your lender during this process. To locate an entity near you, 
you may call the toll-free helpline maintained by the New York State Banking Depart-
ment at 1-877-BANKNYS (1-877-226-5697) or visit the Department’s website at www.
banking.state.ny.us. The State does not guarantee the advice of these agencies.

#3192	 11/20/15 – 12/11/15

I hope you all had a 
peaceful and joyous holi-
day. 

I am especially grate-
ful for the wonderful com-
munity we have in Har-
rison. As we gather this 
holiday season and reflect 
on the good tidings of the 
past year, I encourage you 
to celebrate the season of 
giving. State and local or-
ganizations will be increas-
ing their efforts to assist 
food banks and soup kitch-
ens. Donating food, stock-
ing shelves and feeding 
those in need are meaning-
ful ways to volunteer your 
time and celebrate the spirit 
of generosity. It’s an excellent opportunity to 
celebrate life’s good fortune and I urge all to 
take part. 

For more information on how you can 
get involved, call our Community Services 
Department at 914-670-3025.

Several years ago the Holiday Project 
was created in an effort to spread holiday 
cheer to families in need right here in Harri-
son. Currently, those in need encompass more 
than 350 individuals, ranging in age from in-
fant to the elderly. Through the generosity of 
merchants, and with monies collected, each 
sponsored family receives a “holiday in a bas-
ket” that includes a grocery gift card, cloth-
ing, a toy for each child, a small gift for the 
parents and a pizza gift certificate. 

If you are interested in sponsoring one or 
more families, send a $150 check (per family) 
payable to “The Holiday Project,” to project 
coordinator Sara Pirrello at 40 Pleasant Ridge 
Road, Harrison, NY 10528. 

This is the perfect time of year to help our 
neighbors feel the joy of this year’s holiday 
season. If you would like to get involved in 
this year’s efforts, contact Sara at sastort@
aol.com.

As a result of the recent local election, 
there will be a vacancy on the Town Board 
as of Jan. 1. The Town Board is required to 
fill this vacancy, so if anyone is interested in 
being considered for this vacancy, he or she 
should submit a letter of interest and a re-
sume to the Town Board, c/o Town of Har-
rison, Supervisor Ron Belmont, 1 Heineman 
Place, Harrison, NY 10528; or to Rbelmont@
harrison-ny.gov. 

I would like to take this time to recognize 

the Interfaith Congrega-
tional Laymen’s Commit-
tee of Harrison. Every year, 
the committee extends a 
town-wide invitation to 
an important celebration. 
This year, the Jewish Com-
munity Center of Harrison 
hosted an assembly that un-
derscores the theme “Pray-
ing for Greater Unity – Dif-
ferent Faith Traditions.” It 
was a wonderful event and 
provided an opportunity for 
all attendees to recognize 
the richness and value in 
each other’s faiths. 

The ICLC is an in-
terfaith fellowship, of lay 
representatives, from local 

congregations. For more information, call 
Lola Geiger at 914-939-7066.

Congratulations to Keio Academy on its 
recent 25th anniversary celebration. It was an 
honor to be included as members of the Keio 
community – including family and friends – 
gathered together to recognize the school’s 
exceptional education, which has been pro-
vided to many students over the years. The 
school has always been a premier establish-
ment in our area, adding to our town slogan, 
“It’s great to live in Harrison.”

Once again, we are very fortunate to have 
benefited from a generous organization in our 
community. Every year, St. Gregory’s distrib-
utes grocery bags to its parishioners to fill in 
support of the Harrison Food Pantry. Recent-
ly, the pantry received hundreds of bags from 
the St. Gregory’s food drive. Anthony Mari-
naccio and our Department of Public Works 
personnel were a big help with picking up the 
donation from the church. 

The town depends entirely on these types 
of donations to support the Harrison Food 
Pantry. This example is just one of many that 
demonstrate the importance of community 
support. Thank you to Ron and Andrea Bakay 
and to the St Gregory the Great parish for 
their continued support. 

The next “Lunch with the Mayor” is 
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 11 and I will be at 
Michelangelo’s Pizza, Pasta and Things, 208 
Underhill Ave., West Harrison. I will be meet-
ing with representatives from the Harrison 
Youth Council, so if you have any questions 
for me or for the HYC, we will be at this loca-
tion from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. and look forward 
to talking about issues facing our community.

From the Mayor and Town Hall

Harrison Mayor Ron Belmont

Fire-Related Insurance 
Claims Rise During Holidays

Nearly half of Americans (46 percent) will 
spend money on decorations this holiday season, 
with 21 percent of those individuals expecting to 
spend more money than last year. Many people, 
however, admit safety is not always top of mind 
when it comes to decking their halls.

The third annual Allstate Holiday Home Haz-
ards poll revealed risky behaviors, such as leaving 
packages in the open, leaving doors unlocked, or 
falling asleep with the stove on, a candle lit or a 
fire still roaring. The poll also found many do not 
heed safety warnings while decorating the home – 
the dangers of which can be explored in a fun and 
safe way with Allstate’s interactive online “Holi-
day Decorator” experience.
Chestnuts, Open Fires and Dangerous Décor  

More than half (53 percent) of adults admit 
they have plugged too many lights into one outlet.

Four-in-10 (40 percent) say they have 
slipped or fallen in a holiday-related activity, such 
as decorating.

Twenty-nine percent have left a real Christ-
mas tree without water for more than three days, 
increasing the risk of fire.

More than a quarter of people (28 percent) 
have left the house and/or fallen asleep with can-
dles burning; and about a quarter (24 percent) said 
they have done the same with a fire burning in the 
fireplace.

Of the people who own a fireplace, just over a 

quarter (28 percent of wood-fireplace owners and 
26 percent of gas-fireplace owners) have cleaned 
or inspected their fireplaces in the past year.

There’s a distinct trend with decoration-re-
lated holiday home hazards – fire. Some of the 
most prevalent hazards, according to Allstate’s 
claims data, include: fire originating from a fire-
place, which increases homeowners,’ renters’ 
and condo insurance by 196 percent during the 
holiday season; burning candles, which increases 
insurance by 63 percent; electrical fire, which in-
creases insurance by 21 percent; and smoke from 
the fireplace, which increases insurance by 191 
percent. 

Using Allstate’s “Holiday Decorator” to vir-
tually hang your lights, garland and mistletoe is 
an interactive way to learn about keeping your 
home safe this season. Additionally, Allstate rec-
ommends a few easy ways for New Yorkers to 
keep their holidays on track:

* Have your chimney inspected and cleaned 
annually before the holidays begin to ensure it’s 
safe for use.

* Never leave burning candles or fireplaces 
unattended, and keep trees or other flammable 
items away from fire.

* Check holiday lights, throwing away any 
that are broken, and don’t overload the outlets. 
Only lights and extension cords specified for out-
door use should be used outside.

Gift Guide Supports 
Action Against Hunger

Looking for a last minute stocking stuffer 
or an eighth gift for Hanukkah? Shopping for 
the person who has everything? Hoping to in-
clude a gift that gives back?  

Look no further than the leading inter-
national humanitarian organization Action 
Against Hunger, with holiday gifts that help 
bring nutritious food, clean water and a sus-
tainable future to children around the world. 

Shop this holiday season to help the or-
ganization end hunger around the world by 
purchasing one of these creative gifts from Ac-
tion Against Hunger’s partners who support it 
through sales of products and services.

Add these to your holiday gift-giving list:  
* Gilt City offers coveted access to ex-

clusive experiences in select U.S. cities, all 
at insider prices. Gilt City Takes Action is a 
special two-week shopping campaign taking 
place from Dec. 10 to 24, featuring dining, 
beauty and fitness experience gifts. Five per-
cent of proceeds from sales will benefit Action 
Against Hunger.

* For the tea aficionado, The Republic 
of Tea’s entire Hibiscus line supports Action 
Against Hunger and the flavored tea is mod-
eled after its Nigeria program.

* Cozzee Coffee and Café Grumpy gives 
the coffee lover another reason to have another 
cup. Cozzee Coffee sells specialty coffee on-
line, and customers can choose Action Against 
Hunger to receive the profits from every pur-
chase. Also, Café Grumpy coffee shops across 
New York City will donate $1 from select bags 
of coffee sold to benefit Action Against Hun-
ger.

* Chocolate is the perfect stocking stuffer. 
Licia Ruby will donate $1 off every chocolate 
bar sold to help fight children’s malnutrition.

* Buy a bar, feed a child. This Bar Saves 
Lives will donate a packet of life-saving food, 
for every bar bought, to a child in need through 
Action Against Hunger.

* Take a step to fight hunger with Con-
scious Step’s “end hunger” classic argyle sock. 
Your gift provides the equivalent of six thera-
peutic food packs to children in need.

* Ten percent of sales from Give Active 
Wear, a women’s active wear and sports cloth-
ing retailer, will be donated to Action Against 
Hunger.

* PÜR products are good for your skin 
and good for Action Against Hunger and its 
mission to end hunger. A percentage of sales 
from its “glow-enhancing” makeup benefits 
the organization. 

* Vivarise donates five sachets of life-
saving supplement to Action Against Hunger 
for each item sold. These lean, green, super 
food powder packets are loaded with vitamins, 
minerals and antioxidants that boost energy, 
strengthen immune system function, improve 
digestion and detoxify the body.  

Action Against Hunger’s Virtual Gift Cat-
alog allows holiday shoppers to honor a friend 
or loved one by buying a virtual present to 
support the organization’s work – from a $45 
emergency therapeutic food treatment kit to a 
$1,500 health center renovation – and some-
thing for every price point in between. 

For more information, visit www.action-
againsthunger.org/holiday-gift-guide.

that serve persons with developmental disabili-
ties, including Ferncliff Manor, Richmond Com-
munity Services and Westchester School for Spe-
cial Children. The organizations will use the funds 
to purchase equipment and enhance programs that 
are not otherwise funded for their residents and 
clients who have developmental disabilities.

“Operation Santa Claus is a Yonkers tradi-
tion that began more than 20 years ago, and really 
shows the generosity of our residents and busi-
nesses to those who could use some extra help,” 
said Spano.  

A packed house filled the Fairways to sup-
port the cause and this year’s honorees, the West-
chester School for Special Children, with the 2015 
Outstanding Provider Award. Al and Joe Ciuffe-
telli, who operate Fairways at Dunwoodie cater-
ers, received the 2015 Community Service Award. 

Al Ciuffetelli has generously donated his facility 
and the food and beverages for each Operation 
Santa brunch as a donation to this great cause. 

Sen. Spano’s brother, Len Spano, executive 
director at the Westchester School for Special 
Children, accepted the award and showed the 
Spanos’ continued tradition of helping the dis-
abled. 

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano commented 
about how the event continues to be a non-politi-
cal and non-partisan gathering – an opportunity to 
put politics aside to support a worthy cause.

Nick Spano thanked his co-chairpersons, 
Tom Meier and Ann Neville, and showed appre-
ciation for the outpouring of support from those 
in attendance. News 12 reporter Carol Wilkinson 
was the emcee, and News 12 anchor Jeanine Rose 
also attended, along with Assembly member Shel-
ley Mayer and a long list of Westchester residents, 
officials and – of course – a visit from Santa Claus 
himself, escorted by the Yonkers Police Depart-
ment.

Operation Santa
Continued from Page 1
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Sen. Murphy Proposes Bill
To Deal with Refugee Crisis
Emma Lazarus would be proud, as lawmak-

ers last week proposed legislation to address the 
controversy stemming from the potential influx 
of refugees from war-torn Syria. State Sen. Ter-
rence Murphy, author of the proposal, Senate 
Bill S6253, said he has found a way to strike a 
balance between humanitarian need and security 
concerns.

“It is crucial that we take reasonable mea-
sures to protect our state’s residents while work-
ing within the confines of federal law, and con-
tinuing to provide humanitarian relief,” said 
Murphy. “While the state may lack the ability 
to block refugees from coming here, we do have 
the authority and a responsibility to begin track-
ing who these people are, where they are coming 
from, and to monitor the situation for potential 
threats unless and until such time as they are 
granted permanent residency by the federal gov-
ernment.”

Under federal current law, not-for-profits 
known as “voluntary agencies” work with the 
federal government to resettle refugee applicants. 

The state’s Bureau of Refugee and Im-
migrant Assistance is only made aware of such 
resettlements when the refugee applies for assis-
tance programs that are administered by the state, 
and no security checks are performed, according 
to Murphy.

“My bill allows New York to create its own 
mechanism to properly vet and monitor indi-
viduals seeking asylum within the state’s borders 
while continuing necessary humanitarian efforts 
by requiring refugees admitted by the federal 
government, to register, interview and provide 
fingerprints,” he said. “The state will perform 
background checks on all individuals seeking 
refugee status, monitor these individuals for any 
indications of terrorism and deny the issuance of 
state-funded public assistance to individuals who 

fail to comply. We need to trust, but verify, espe-
cially when the federal government is refusing to 
take further action at this time.”

Under the legislation not-for-profit volun-
tary agencies are required to provide monthly re-
ports to the BRIA on the number of refugees re-
settled in New York, their age group, and country 
of origin; the BRIA is required to notify refugees 
of the requirement to register within 30 days, and 
take fingerprints from all registrants; the Office 
of New Americans is tasked with performing 
background screenings on all registrants; and the 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services will monitor all refugees admitted for 
potential terroristic activity until they are granted 
a green card by the federal government.

State Sen. Thomas Croci is a co-prime spon-
sor of the bill. A commander in the U.S. Navy 
Reserve, he serves as chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Veterans, Homeland Security and 
Military Affairs, where the legislation was re-
ferred. 

“Our greatest efforts should be aimed at 
helping these families fight terrorism and anar-
chy in their home nations,” said Croci. “If the 
president and the governor decide to continue to 
admit these individuals, then this legislation will 
be essential to ensure that we monitor how these 
agencies are vetting and keeping track of those 
who enter our country.”

Last week, Gannett’s national bureau report-
ed that the White House has offered to provide 
a state-specific report on refugee resettlement 
similar to what resettlement agencies would be 
required to provide under the new law. A front 
page article in the Wall Street Journal noted ex-
tremist recruiters have been targeting refugees in 
Germany.

Action on the bill could be taken when the 
Legislature returns to session in January.

Event Highlights the Pete 
Seeger You Never Heard

The late singer/songwriter/activist Pete Seeger.

Local musicians who knew the late ac-
tivist and folk legend Pete Seeger and who 
are dedicated to keeping his musical legacy 
alive will perform a program of his remark-
able collection of lesser-known songs at the 
Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse on Satur-
day, Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m. at Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave., White 
Plains. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets are $25 in advance, $30 at the 
door, $15 at the door with student ID or $10 
for children age 6 to 12. To reserve tickets or 
for more details, visit www.WalkaboutClear-
water.org or call 914-946-1625.

Performers include David Bernz, Jacob 
Bernz, Rick Nestler, Aurora Barnes, Kristen 
Graves, Hope Machine, Guthrie’s Ghost and 
Bill and Livia Vanaver. Each will share their 
treasured Pete Seeger favorites that are not 
necessarily his most recognizable works.

According to David Bernz, who pro-
duced some of Seeger’s later recordings and 
owns Main Street Music in Seeger’s long-
time home of Beacon: “Most people associate 
a few songs to Pete, like ‘If I Had a Hammer,’ 
‘Where Have all the Flowers Gone,’ ‘This 

Land is Your Land’ and ‘Turn, Turn, Turn.’ 
Yet throughout his life he penned hundreds 
of songs addressing everything from war, 
poverty, desecration of our environment and 
Adolf Hitler’s madness to civil rights, unions, 
corrupt politicians, workers’ rights and many 
tunes for children. This show will only scratch 
the surface but will illustrate the breadth and 
scope of his talents.”

At 6:45 p.m., the Walkabout Clearwa-
ter Chorus holds an informal audience sing-
along. 

The coffeehouse is family-friendly, 
smoke-free and alcohol-free, and refresh-
ments will available both before the show and 
during intermission. There is also plenty of 
free parking. 

Founded by Seeger, Walkabout Clearwa-
ter is a not-for-profit outreach organization 
dedicated to promoting environmental aware-
ness and social action through song, education 
and other activities. Walkabout Clearwater is 
a chartered member-club of the Hudson River 
Sloop Clearwater, and all activities – includ-
ing the people’s chorus and coffeehouse – 
support the work of its parent organization.

MIA: President Obama

By Joel J. Sprayregen
Since mid-November, western democra-

cies have come under intensified attack from 
the marauding murderers of radical Islam. The 
response from President Barack Obama has 
been denial, delusion, evasion, untruths and 
petulant petty politics.  

On Nov. 12, Obama replicated his 2014 
blunder that ISIS is the “JVs” of terrorism. The 
president boasted to ABC’s George Stepha-
nopoulous – a Democrat flack masquerading 
as a journalist – that we are “containing” ISIS. 
Obama was either deluded or flagrantly lying. 
The next day, ISIS inflicted jihad on multiple 
civilian targets in Paris, killing 130 innocents. 

President Hollande of France, a Socialist 
not known for bellicosity, said his country is 
now “at war” against ISIS.

Hollande, beret seemingly in hand, came 
calling at the White House on Nov. 24. Amer-
ica’s oldest ally had been brutally attacked. 
Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty – bind-
ing on the U.S. as international and domestic 
law – provides that “an armed attack” against 
any signatory “shall be considered an attack 
against them all” and requires all members to 
take necessary action, including “use of armed 
force, to restore security of the North Atlantic 
area.” 

The presidential parley produced plati-
tudes about friendship, but not a word about 
action to restore security. No sentient person 
would expect Obama to echo, however faintly, 
Gen Pershing’s 1917 declaration that “Lafay-
ette, we are here.” It is clear Obama, in sub-
stance, told Hollande to go begging elsewhere. 
This embarrasses us because ISIS’s ability to 
conquer vast swaths of land results directly 
from Obama’s stupid ideological decision in 
2011 to pull all U.S. forces from Iraq.  

Kerry’s Fiasco in Paris  
Some of us thought at the beginning of the 

Obama nightmare that he held animus against 
the British because they had colonialized Ke-
nya. It now appears Obama holds similar ani-
mus against France. Last January, when ISIS 
staged its dress rehearsal for the November 
atrocities – i.e., the Charlie Hebdo and kosher 
supermarket massacres – 40 world leaders 
rushed to Paris for a solidarity march.  

Obama neither attended nor sent a rep-
resentative. This insult was so egregious that 
even the White House was compelled to admit 
that non-attendance was a mistake. 

In November, before Hollande came to 
Washington, Obama dispatched State Sec-
retary Kerry to Paris. His visit was a fiasco. 
Kerry was stupid enough to say that the Hebdo 
massacre was “legitimate” terrorism because it 
was unlike the indiscriminate slaughter in No-
vember. Kerry tried to walk back his inanities, 
but many of us believe he was expressing the 
true mindset of Obama’s administration.  

The Paris attacks precipitated apprehen-
sion about Obama’s plans to import Syrian ref-
ugees because at least one of the killers entered 
France as a fake Syrian “refugee.” On Nov. 
19, the House of Representatives voted 289 
(including 47 Democrats) to 137 to suspend 
Obama’s Syrian-Iraqi refugee program until 
adequate security checks could be implement-
ed. FBI Director Comey had told Congress that 
our government could not adequately vet the 
Syrians.   

Obama’s reaction to the bipartisan con-
gressional concern vividly illustrates that he is 
AWOL on his constitutional duty to protect our 
security. He accused Republicans of acting in 
“hysteria” and “panic” and of fearing “widows 
and orphans,” although many Democrats vot-
ed against him. Egregiously, Obama delivered 
this tantrum from a podium in Manila, uncon-
cerned about shaming our country on a world 
stage. 

Why is ingathering Muslim refugees with-
out vetting them for terrorism so important to 
Obama that he reacted with true panic/hysteria 
on a bill that couldn’t become law until he re-
turned home?  

Obama’s ‘Orphan’”  
Demagoguery Explodes  

Obama’s “widows and orphans” dema-
goguery exploded in his face in San Bernadino 
on Dec. 3. The Bonnie-and-Clyde killers were 

an American-born Muslim and his Pakistani-
Saudi wife, incompetently vetted by Obama’s 
government for her fiancée visa (e.g., she listed 
a non-existent address on her visa application; 
federal officials are pushed to expedite visas 
for Muslims).

Orphans? The Farook monsters were 
pleased to orphan their own child for the ji-
hadi joy of murdering Syed’s co-workers at 
a Christmas party. Unlike the Paris monsters, 
Syed Farook sought trysting with his virgins 
in paradise by slaughtering people he worked 
with every day – indeed people who had given 
him a baby shower a few months ago.     

We should never forget or forgive 
Obama’s cool and distanced reaction to this 
atrocity. The competence and bravery of 
American law enforcement should be a source 
of pride to a country at war. Our police ar-
rived at the crime scene in four minutes, unlike 
French gendarmes, who allowed (perhaps with 
justification) three hours of slaughter before 
they entered the Bataclan. Our FBI acted with 
professional caution and did not pronounce the 
“T” word until they knew they were on firm 
ground.  

But Obama? We watched him squirm for 
days while hoping the murders could be as-
cribed to “workplace violence.” Did Obama 
think he could again escape with the big lie, 
which pronounced it as “workplace violence” 
when Major Nidal Hassan gunned down 14 
unarmed American soldiers while shouting 
“Allahu Akbar!” Obama further exhibited pre-
dilection for cheap partisanship at home and 
abroad by immediately hijacking San Berna-
dino into a harangue about gun control, even 
though California’s strict laws apparently were 
not violated.  

Obama exhibited his skills as a commu-
nity divider over the bodies of 14 dead Ameri-
cans.  

Keep your Eyes on  
Guantanamo & Bill of Rights  

Most Americans understood with hor-
ror, sooner not later, that San Bernadino was 
a classic instance of Islamic radicalism on our 
shores. Obama delayed classifying it as ter-
ror until his flat Sunday night speech from the 
Oval Office. Obama was compelled to speak 
because Americans were aghast that he had 
gone AWOL in defending us. But the speech 
offered nothing new, including the boast about 
a “broad” but non-existent U.S.-led “coali-
tion.” Obama’s stubborn insistence on not say-
ing “radical Islam” is perversely redolent of 
characters in Oscar Wilde dramas who whined 
about “the love which cannot speak its name.”   

Obama commenced his presidency by 
journeying to Cairo to apologize to Islam on 
behalf of us. Is it time for Islam to apologize to 
Americans for murders committed in its name 
on our shores? If this article supplies insights 
into Obama’s priorities, pay heed as his tenure 
wanes:  

* Obama’s Attorney-General delivered a 
speech over the weekend, all but threatening to 
prosecute Americans for criticizing Muslims. 
Is Obama trying to repeal both the First and 
Second Amendments in order to placate Mus-
lims? Are American Muslims being assaulted? 
Where is the American Civil Liberties Union?  

* Obama puts high priority on closing the 
Guantanamo terrorist detention center, even if 
it means disregarding statutory law. He will 
surely continue to release terrorists, despite the 
reality that many of these hardened killers re-
turn to terrorism. Keep your congressmen and 
senators focused on this.

AWOL  
I have used strong language because I 

view presidential nonfeasance in combatting 
radical Islam as a clear and present danger 
to our country. I have no animus against law-
abiding and patriotic Muslims. Obama does 
not appear to appreciate the danger; indeed he 
cannot bring himself to say “Radical Islam.” 
Can you imagine Roosevelt or Churchill fear-
ing to say “Nazi” during World War II?   

Obama’s Defense Secretary says we are at 
war. Our commander-in-chief does not appear 
to comprehend this. In a better world, Obama 
would be court martialed as AWOL from his 
principal duty.   

By Joel J. Sprayregen 

St. John’s Riverside Hospital continues to 
offer a cancer support group for cancer patients, 
as well as family members and caring friends of 
cancer patients. 

This is an opportunity to learn from one 
another; share thoughts, fears and insights; and 
be more informed about cancer, treatment op-
tions and community resources through lectures, 

films, literature and group dialogue.
The group provides a shoulder to lean on, a 

hand to hold, or a hug. Learn how to make posi-
tive adjustments and modify your lifestyle while 
undergoing treatment.

For meeting times and locations, or more 
information, visit www.RiversideHealth.org or 
call 914-964-4441.

Cancer Support Group 
At St. John’s Hospital



If you celebrated Christmas in Mexico, 
the gifts of the magi might include important 
local items like chickens, ducks, chili peppers, 
and the animals featured in the Andes region 
of Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia would likely 
include a llama, jaguar and jungle birds. In 
Puerto Rico, crèches frequently feature roost-
ers, and sets by Pueblo Indians in New Mexi-
co recall the folk tradition of storyteller dolls. 

Yet all share the common element of the 
nativity. As debates over immigration and bor-
der security fi ll the airwaves, viewing the new 
exhibit appearing at The College of New Ro-
chelle Castle Gallery, “Nativity Scenes from 
the Americas” is a fi tting way to remind our-
selves what we have in common with people 
outside our borders.

Featuring a curated selection of the Kate 
Canty Crèche Collection, “Nativity Scenes 
from the Americas” is on display at the Castle 
Gallery on The College of New Rochelle’s 
main campus through Sunday, Jan. 10. 

A family day with an art project will take 
place Saturday, Dec. 12 from 1 to 4 p.m. It is 
free and all ages are welcome.

Dr. Eileen Canty, an alumna and former 
psychology professor at The College of New 
Rochelle School of Arts and Sciences, and 
her husband, Jim, began collecting crèches to 
commemorate their travels in 1985. The col-
lection, named in honor of their late daughter, 
Kate, grew out of the Canty’s “love for the 
Nativity, appreciation of folk art and interest 
in travel and foreign lands and their peoples.” 

The entire collection features more than 
1,000 items from more than 90 countries and 
40 states.

“Nativity Scenes from the Americas” 
features more than 60 pieces from different 
countries in Latin America, the Caribbean, 
the American Southwest and Canada. The 
“nacimientos” (Spanish for nativity scene) 
include Peruvian retablos (shrine-like boxes), 
triptychs (three-paneled paintings) from Ven-
ezuela and New Mexico, and clay objects 
such as a candleholder from Mexico that re-
calls images of the “Tree of Life. 

The crèches are made of clay, wood, 
straw, emu eggs, automobile parts, gourds and 
clothespins. The use of traditional techniques 
and local materials combined with imagery of 
native townspeople allows for an almost in-
stant identifi cation of many crèches with their 
country of “Meditating on their similarities 
and differences led me to realize that we all 
have different gifts and all can be used to do 
God’s work,” said Canty.   

For more information, visit www.castle-
gallery.cnr.edu.   
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“Clara K.” shares peace with students from The Chapel Middle School.

“La Mano Poderosa,” Puerto Rico, 12-by-7, is 
part of “Nativity Scenes from the Americas,” 
presented at The College of New Rochelle’s 

Castle Gallery. 

Chapel School Students
Give Peace a Chance 

NR Gallery Presents
Diverse Nativity Scenes

When fashion designer Leon De la Cruz decided two years ago 
to move his studio from Brooklyn, he wanted a location close 
to the city with affordable loft space in a vibrant urban setting. 
That’s exactly what he found in Yonkers with its historic loft 
buildings, 22-minute commute to Manhattan and a lively arts 
scene. By design, Yonkers has it all!  

Office of Economic Development | 87 Nepperhan Ave., Suite 307, Yonkers, NY 10701 | 1-844-GenYNow

Yonkers has a  
vibrant, developing 

arts scene. 
It reflects Brooklyn from ten years ago.

Leo De La Cruz
OWNER
Le One Fashions 
Yonkers, NY

world visited The Chapel Middle School 
on Wednesday, Dec. 2. During a brief assem-
bly to talk about her experiences teaching Eng-
lish to refugees in the Middle East, “Clara K.” 
shared photos of and stories about the families 
she serves, giving TCMS students the opportu-
nity to open their minds about people who are 
often painted in negative, generalizing strokes.  

“When you watch the news or read a 
newspaper, it can be easy to let fear lead to 
prejudice,” said seventh-grader Mauro DeCil-

lis. “But, these refugees are scared themselves 
and it is good to know there are people like Ms. 
K. who have dedicated their lives to helping 
them.

Ms. K’s sister Elaine and her family are 
active members at Village Lutheran Church. 

The Chapel School is located at 172 White 
Plains Road, Bronxville, where open houses 
are scheduled throughout the year. For more 
information, call 914-337-3202 or visit www.
thechapelschool.org. 

St. John’s Riverside Hospital’s Behav-
ioral Health Services Department offers a 
350-hour Offi ce of Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse Services-accredited course which 
trains health care professionals to be academi-
cally eligible for the New York State Creden-
tialed Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Coun-
selor exam.  

The two-semester program allows for 
student admissions in the fall and spring se-
mesters. All faculty members are experienced 
professionals in the fi eld of chemical depen-
dency. 

Classes are held at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital in the ParkCare Pavilion at 2 Park 
Ave., Yonkers. Enrollment for January classes 
is open; for more information or to register, 
contact Dr. Don Gasparini at dgasparini@riv-
ersidehealth.org or 914-964-7972.

Substance Abuse 
Counselor Exam 

Off ered at 
St. John’s
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The Untermyer Gardens Con-
servancy and the City of Yonkers 
are co-sponsoring a “Grand Holi-
day Illumination” at Untermyer 
Park and Gardens, 945 N. Broad-
way, Yonkers on Dec. 11 at 6 p.m.  

The Walled Garden – its ar-
chitecture and plantings – will 
be dramatically illuminated in a 
10-point countdown led by Mayor 
Mike Spano and former Mayor 
Angelo Martinelli. After the illu-
mination ceremony, hot chocolate 
will be served.  

Prior to the illumination, start-
ing at 5 p.m., the Untermyer Per-
forming Arts Council will sponsor 
“Encore,” a string quartet that will 
play classical music in the Walled 
Garden.

Beautiful recorded music 
from the Zorastrian, Jewish, Chris-
tian and Islamic traditions will be 
played continuously. “Peace on 
earth and good will toward men” 
will be the theme, as the Walled 
Garden is a Persian garden, based 
on the concept of the Garden of 
Eden.  

This gift to the community from the Conservancy will continue through 
Jan. 3. Every night, the Walled Garden will be 
open for visitors to stroll, admire the lights and 
listen to peaceful classical music from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. On Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings, 
free hot chocolate will be served by various 
community groups.

Admission is free.  
For more information, call 914-613-4502 

or visit www.untermyergardens.org.
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SHOWROOM
Open Mon-Fri: 9a-6p 
Sat 10a-5p & by Appt.

401 Ward Ave
 Mamaroneck NY

License: WC05441-H93 Paul & Liz Bookbinder

Custom Cabinet Refacing
& Kitchen•Bath  Remodeling 

w w w . D r e a mWo r k K i t c h e n s . c o m

CUSTOM WALL UNITS
LIBRARIES & MORE!

Granite • Cambria • Viatera• Caesarstone 
Over the past 22 years we have over 

2,392 completely satisfied customers!

914-777-0437
Serving Westchester • New York City • SW Connecticut

Bathrooms & Fine Cabinetry

Traditional and
Eco-Friendly Remodeling

‘Gift  of the Magi’ at 
Schoolhouse Th eater

Untermyer Gardens Lights 
Up for the Holidays 

Timothy Carter (left) as Jim, Carey Van Driest (right) as Della, and Len Gochman (standing) as 
the narrator.

A new stage production of O. Henry’s clas-
sic holiday story “The Gift of the Magi” opened 
this week at The Schoolhouse Theater and con-
tinues through Dec. 20. In a fresh adaptation 
by artistic director Bram Lewis, with the music 
of Scott Joplin woven throughout, O. Henry’s 
characters search deeply for the true meaning of 
Christmas.

In a fascinating coincidence, opening night 
Dec. 10 turned out to be 110 years to the day that 
O. Henry’s short story was fi rst published – Dec. 
10, 1905 – in the New York Sunday World news-
paper.  

“Discovering that our opening coincides 
with the date that the story fi rst saw the light of 
day, adds to our joy and excitement in bringing 
the gift of this special holiday production to the 
community,” said Artistic Director Bram Lewis. 
“The three kings (Magi) appear to be working 

overtime.”
O. Henry’s classic tale and perhaps best-

known work is a turn-of-the-20th-century Christ-
mas love story set against a backdrop of the im-
migrant streets of New York, with all the wonder 
of the three wise men who gave the fi rst gifts of 
Christmas. Audiences are treated to a holiday 
“cookies and carols” sing-a-long at intermission.      

Timothy Carter plays the role of Jim, Carey 
Van Driest plays Della, and Schoolhouse veteran 
Len Gochman of Carmel narrates. “The Gift of 
the Magi” runs Thursdays, Fridays and Satur-
days at 8 p.m., with Sunday matinees at 3 p.m. 
Individual tickets are $38 for adults, $35 for se-
nior citizens and $15 for students.  

To purchase tickets, go to www.schoolhous-
etheater.org or call 914-277-8477.  

The Schoolhouse is located at 3 Owens 
Road, Croton Falls. 
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Join others in donating to the annual toy drive at Leake and Watts.

Leake & Watts Holds
Holiday Toy Drive

Leake and Watts will hold its annual holi-
day toy drive to brighten the holidays for the 
thousands of children and teens it supports. 

The award-winning non-profi t agency 
serves children from birth through 21 years 
with dozens of programs, ranging from foster 
care and special education, to early education 
programs for children from low-income fami-
lies and teens with developmental disabilities. 

Donate new, unwrapped toys and gift cards 
for children and teenagers by bringing the gifts 
to the Leake and Watts main campus at 463 
Hawthorne Ave., Yonkers. Companies or other 
entities with a large number of gifts can arrange 
to have them picked up by calling 914-375-
8794 or emailing development@leakeandwatts.
org. 

Items are requested by Dec. 19.

One of the neglected dogs discovered by the SPCA.

Yonkers Man Accused 
Of Neglecting Dogs

The SPCA of Westchester announced last 
week that Yonkers Police Offi cer William Pataki 
and SPCA Humane Law Enforcement Director 
Ernest Lungaro, in a joint investigation, arrested 
Nicholas Kolmer, 23, of Yonkers, on Oct. 23 for 
allegedly leaving his two dogs in an unoccupied 
apartment without adequate food or water. He 
was charged with two counts of animal cruelty.

Yonkers police were alerted Oct. 22 to the 
situation after receiving a call that a foul odor 
was reportedly emanating from Kolmer’s resi-
dence and that urine and feces from the dogs 
were seeping into the apartment below, causing 
damage. 

Two young adult, female pit bulls were dis-
covered in the apartment without water or food, 
according to the police report. They were cov-

ered in their own waste and were emaciated.
Following an examination by a veterinar-

ian, the dogs were found to be dehydrated, un-
derweight and had various skin infections. They 
were treated for their conditions and transported 
to the Yonkers Animal Shelter where they are 
now available for adoption.  

“The SPCA is grateful that through its HLE 
Unit and the Yonkers Police Department, these 
dogs were spared further suffering,” said Shan-
non Laukhuf, SPCA executive director. “We’re 
also thankful to those individuals who initially 
reported the problem. It’s crucial to contact our 
HLE Unit or the police if animal neglect or cru-
elty is suspected.” 

The SPCA’s Confi dential Animal Cruelty 
Hotline is 914-941-7797.


