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•�7-year contract for YPS teachers, with 
a 14.5% salary increase over 7 years 

•�YFT agrees to increased health care 
contributions for all teachers 

•�New teacher evaluations agreed to; 
$30M in state aid preserved 

School Board & YFT 
 Settle Teacher Contract

This photo taken by Robert Kalfus shows 
Hannes Stein helping his son, Yonatan, 3, light 
candles to mark the second night of Chanukah 
at the annual Chanukah party at the Lincoln 
Park Jewish Center. It symbolizes the holiday 
season in Yonkers, which has just ended.  

Stein is one of the 36 members of the 
Riverdale Community Choir, led by Dr. Jona-
than Dzik, which entertained at the party

Other Chanukah events in Yonkers includ-
ed a Menorah parade with Rabbi Hurwitz, and 
Greystone Jewish Center/Chabad of Yonkers 

members and friends, which started at City 
Hall and ended at the Nahmias et Fils Distill-
ery with a party hosted by Baron Nahamias, 
who lit a special menorah made from bottles. 
Top Class Limo contributed a stretch limo to 
the parade, which allowed the children to ride 
in style.  

A Menorah lighting at the Cross County 
Shopping Center and at Ridge Hill, and a cer-
emony at City Hall, were some of the other fes-
tive events held throughout Chanukah. 

Additional photos are on page 9.

The Yonkers African-American Heritage 
Committee held its annual Kwanzaa celebration 
Dec. 31 at the Yonkers Riverfront Library. 

Friends and families joined in a celebration 
of community and culture, with an afternoon 
that included African drumming, live presen-
tations, interactive workshops, spoken word, 

and a ceremony featuring Bokandeye African-
American Drum and Dance Theater. 

The event was sponsored by the Yonkers 
African-American Heritage Committee, Yon-
kers Family YMCA, the Yonkers Riverfront 
Library’s Children’s Department and Sister to 
Sister International.

One of Yonkers’ holiday traditions is 
Xaviar’s X20 Restaurant’s “Christmas Caba-
ret,” featuring Mary Lou Shriber, and Ned 
and Peter Kelly, who are two brothers of chef-
owner Peter Kelly. The sold-out shows feature 
song, dance, comedy and audience participa-
tion, and combined with an unmatched dinner 
from X20, it is always a true holiday treat. 

This year, Peter Kelly’s friend, actor Bill 
Murray, paid a visit to downtown Yonkers and 
the X20 Cabaret. Murray, who has a home in 
Rockland County, was photographed at X20 
when it first opened in 2007. 

Ten years later, X20 is still a must-visit 
for diners from Westchester and the tristate 
area.

After a contentious year of negotiations, 
undercover sting videos, deadlines to complete 
against and a state-mandated new teacher eval-
uation program, Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, 
Yonkers Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Ed-
win Quezada and Yonkers Federation of Teach-
ers President Patricia Puleo recently announced 
that all parties have signed a memorandum of 
agreement between the Yonkers Board of Edu-
cation and the YFT. The contract will be before 
the YFT membership for ratification next week 
when the staff returns from holiday recess.

The new seven-year contract retroactively 
covers all terms of employment for YPS teach-
ers dating back to July 1, 2014, and will extend 
through June 30, 2021. With the negotiated 
contract complete, the YFT leaders will sign 
and submit New York State’s new teacher-

evaluation system, or Annual Professional Per-
formance Review, to the NYS Department of 
Education, which will allow for $30 million in 
state aid to the Yonkers school district.

“This is a contract that works for our 
teachers and Yonkers taxpayers, and I am proud 
to say we got it done,” said Spano. “I applaud 
the teacher’s union leadership for negotiating 
in good faith and agreeing to a contract that is 
fair to our teachers but also reflects the reality 
of our economic times and what our taxpayers 
can afford.”

Contract reforms saving taxpayer dollars 
include an uncapped contribution to health 
care for new hires and an increase in health 
care insurance costs for all teachers. Reform 
in worker’s compensation also has been agreed 

Happy Chanukah, Yonkers

Riverfront Library 
Celebrates Kwanzaa 

Scrooge Visits Xaviar’s 
Holiday Cabaret

Photo by Robert Kalfus

Dancers and drummers from the Bokandeye African-American Drum and Dance Theater and 
guests at a recent Kwanzaa celebration. Photo by Shawyn Patterson-Howard.

Bill Murray with Mary Lou Shriber and Ned and Peter Kelly at the X20 “Christmas Cabaret.”

Continued on Page 8

By Dan Murphy 
County Legislator Ken Jenkins, who is also 

the only announced candidate for Westchester 
County executive this November, has criticized 
current County Executive Robert Astorino and 
the 10 members of the county board who ap-
proved a budget for 2017 that did not raise taxes 
and raided the county reserve fund, all while 
waiting for $15 million in anticipated revenues 
from a private-public partnership at the West-
chester County Airport. 	

“Based on the outcome of the 2017 West-
chester County budget and a recent Moody’s 
credit opinion, Jenkins is warning of an impend-
ing downgrade to Westchester County’s once 
sterling record,” according to a press release sent 
out by the legislator in late December. 

“The Moody’s report listed three main fac-
tors that may lead to a downgrade: additional de-
clines in general fund balance resulting in materi-
al change in reserve, large structural imbalances, 
and material increases in outstanding debt. These 
are three of the underpinnings of County Execu-
tive Astorino’s 2017 operating budget.

“What the Moody’s credit opinion listed as 
‘do not do or else’ was exactly what the county 
executive’s 2017 budget consisted of,” said Jen-
kins. “It was almost as if it was used as a blue-

print… The Moody’s report also highlighted the 
volatile sales tax revenues the county has been 
receiving over the past five years. The same rev-
enues the county executive has over-zealously 

The 62nd annual Yonkers St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade will take place this year on McLean Av-
enue on Saturday, March 18. This parade marks 
the fourth marching since the merger of the 
South Broadway St. Patrick’s Day Parade with 
the McLean Avenue Merchant’s Association St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. This event continues the 
grand tradition of Yonkers honoring its Irish her-
itage and contributions to the community, and 
Saint Patrick – the Patron Saint of Ireland and 
the Archdiocese of New York.

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan has 
accepted the committee’s invitation to serve as 
grand marshal of this year’s parade. Dolan was 
named Archbishop of New York by Pope Bene-
dict XVI on Feb. 23, 2009. He was elected to 
a three-year term as president of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops in November 2010, 
and Jan. 6, 2012, the pope announced that Dolan 
was to be appointed to the College of Cardinals.

This year’s aides to the grand marshal are 
Denise O’Flynn Donaghey, Michael Gallo, 
Catherine Hogan, Brendan Landy, Erin Lee, 
Caroline Martin, Sean McAvoy and William 
Sullivan.

The official installation of the aides for the 
2017 parade will take place March 11 at 7 p.m. 
at a gala in the Good Time Room at the Empire 
City Casino at Yonkers Raceway, 810 Yonkers 

Ave., Yonkers. 
The 62nd annual parade will take place on 

Saturday, March 18. Following a Mass offered 
by Dolan at St. Barnabas High School Chapel on 
McLean Avenue at 11 a.m., marchers will step 
off at 1 p.m., west of Bronx River Road.

Jenkins Warns County 
Credit Downgrade Coming 

Dolan Named Grand Marshal
Of Yonkers St. Pat’s Parade

Continued on Page 8

County Legislator and county executive  
candidate Ken Jenkins.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan will lead this year’s 
Yonkers St. Patrick’s Day Parade 









By Mary Hoar
President emerita, Yonkers Historical Society

Monday, Jan. 9  
Jan. 9, 1907: City Clerk Geary auctioned the 

home of the disbanded Irving Hose Company on 
North Broadway. St. John’s Riverside Hospital 
made the winning bid of $2,200.

Jan. 9, 1916: Assistant Corporation Council 
Max Cohen notified the Public Service Commis-
sion that the City of Yonkers accepted the 12-cent 
rate proposed by the Westchester Lighting Com-
pany, marking a reduction of one cent. Civic asso-
ciations wanted a court fight to return to a 10-cent 
rate.

Tuesday, Jan. 10  
Jan. 10, 1930: The first Yonkers storekeeper 

charged with keeping a gambling place was con-
victed in the Court of Special Sessions after jury 
deliberation of 15 minutes. High school students 
had gathered slot machine evidence for District At-
torney Frank Coyne.

Jan. 10, 1931: Public Safety Commissioner 
Frank Devlin refused to assign policemen to super-
vise coasting on city streets, despite the Common 
Council resolution asking him to do so. He said his 
policemen “could not be spared, as they had far 
more important work to do.”

Wednesday, Jan. 11  
Jan. 11, 1918: Mrs. Arthur Livermore, chair-

woman of the Republican Women’s Executive 
Committee of New York State, urged women be 
allowed full membership in the Republican Party. 
She stated: “Half a million women in this state 
have not enrolled with any party and to us as Re-
publicans, they represent opportunity.” 

Jan. 11, 1930: Maurice Fitzgerald Jr., of Yon-
kers, was granted a patent on a hoisting and trans-
porting device by the U.S. Patent Office. Fitzgerald 
was manager and secretary of the Yonkers Builders 
Supply Company. He created the device two years 
earlier, and it was being used by the company on 
a daily basis. 

Thursday, Jan. 12  
Jan. 12, 1920: A bill to form the State of 

Manhattan was introduced in the State Legisla-
ture by Assemblyman Cuvillier of New York; the 
proposed 49th state would include not only Yon-
kers, but also the rest of Westchester, and Nassau 
and Suffolk counties. Assemblyman Leininger of 
Queens went a step further and introduced a simi-
lar bill. He also included Putnam, Dutchess, Rock-
land, Orange, Ulster, Greene and Sullivan coun-
ties to create a State of Greater New York. In both 
scenarios, Manhattan would become the center of 
state business.

Jan. 12, 1924: A certificate of incorporation 
for Roy Pictures was filed, and its initial capital 
was $20,000. The new company, whose princi-
pal offices were in Yonkers, was to make mov-
ing pictures and deal in amusement enterprises. 
Directors were Whitman Bennett, H. Clay Miner 
and Gordon Ellis of Yonkers, and Myron Lesser 
of New York City. Their first picture was “Virtu-
ous Liars,” directed by Leon d’Usseau. It featured 
Hedda Lind, Dagmar Godowsky, Holmes Herbert, 
Ann Li, Maurice Costello, and Edward Paul as the 
photographer. Their second production was “The 
Hoosier Schoolmaster,” featuring Henry Hull and 
Jane Thomas.

Friday, Jan. 13  
Jan. 13, 1908: The Common Council re-

mained deadlocked in its attempt to select a can-
didate for city clerk, with John Geary and Joseph 

O’Brien each receiving five votes.  
Jan. 13, 1932: Dr. Paul Monroe, director of 

the Columbia University International Institute, 
profession of education and a Park Hill resident 
(44 Prospect Drive), sailed to “Irak” for a four-
month stay to introduce western educational meth-
ods on a mass production basis. He and his “expe-
dition of educators” visited schools in the Baghdad 
and Basra areas, hosted a conference on education 
in Iraq’s capital and published their findings in the 
Monroe Report to the Government of Iraq. A few 
years later, he became president of the Robert Col-
lege of Istanbul. 

Saturday, Jan. 14  
Jan. 14, 1907: Salvatore Cinelli was recuper-

ating from a serious injury in St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
after a railroad train stabbed him. He was standing 
near the tracks when a train passed by, and he sud-
denly felt a sharp pain in his neck, investigated, 
and found a large piece of steel was deeply imbed-
ded in it.

Jan. 14, 1916: Cranston Brenton and Edward 
Moree of Yonkers, members of the National Board 
of Motion Picture Censors, declared they were 
“unalterably opposed” to the establishment of a 
federal censorship commission. Moree said he be-
lieved the commission would be riddled with poli-
tics and prejudice in passing on films concerned 
with child labor and prohibition. He strongly ar-
gued everyone interested in preserving free speech 
and freedom of the press should fight censorship.

Jan. 14, 1931: George Cornell, general super-
intendent of the Yonkers Electric Light and Power 
Company, announced that working housewives 
forced the company to establish a night shift to 
read the meters for the bills.

Sunday, Jan. 15  
Jan. 15, 1861: E. G. Otis received a patent for 

his new and improved hoisting apparatus.
Jan. 15, 1930: The Yonkers Kiwanis Club re-

ceived its international charter at a banquet in the 
Hotel Gramatan in Lawrence Park in Bronxville. 
District Governor of New York Dr. Christian Se-
gard presented the charter to John Cooper, presi-
dent of the Yonkers Club.

For more information on the Yonkers His-
torical Society, Sherwood House and upcoming 
events, visit www.facebook.com/YonkersHistori-
calSociety or LinkedIn and Twitter @YonkersHis-
toric. For information on membership in YHS, call 
914-961-8940 or email yhsociety@aol.com.  

The main entrance of the Hotel Gramatan, built on Sunset Hill in Lawrence Park. 

Inventor Elisha Otis.
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On This Day in 
Yonkers History

A Preview of Yonkers’ 
2017 Elections

By Dan Murphy 
As we enter 2017, it’s not too early to begin 

discussing the elections that will take place in Yon-
kers this November. With a City Council president 
race, three City Council contests, four county leg-
islator races, and a challenge for county executive 
that may directly impact Yonkers, there is a lot to 
write about and examine. 

In a regular Yonkers political environment, 
the race for City Council president would be the 
top election in the city this fall. Republican Coun-
cil President Liam McLaughlin, although he has 
not officially announced his re-election plans, will 
be running for re-election this fall. McLaughlin 
has steered the council, on most matters, in a co-
operative and bipartisan manner with Mayor Mike 
Spano. 

Who will McLaughlin’s Democratic oppo-
nent be this year for council president? That answer 
is still undecided, but some Yonkers Democrats 
tell Yonkers Rising that attorney Mike Khader is 
the front runner for the Democratic nomination. 
Khader, who has never sought public office, raised 
$40,000 at a recent fundraiser, and has told lead-
ers in the Democratic Party that he is running for 
council president and will run in a Democratic pri-
mary, if needed. 

Khader’s confidence has made two or more 
prominent Democrats shy away from running for 
council president this year. “Many Yonkers Dem-
ocrats don’t want to run in a primary for council 
president, so Khader’s decision, and the fact that 
Liam will be tough to beat, are two reasons why 
nobody else has stepped forward so far,” said one 
Yonkers Democratic Party leader. 

Other Democrats tell Yonkers Rising that 
Khader, with no political experience, should not 
be handed the Democratic nomination for coun-
cil president, and that he will face a Democratic 
primary in September before facing off against 
McLaughlin in November.

The race for council president will be 
“Trumped” in Yonkers if one thing happens: 
Mayor Spano decides to run for county executive 
this year. And from sources close to the mayor, 
and from Democrats and Republicans in Yonkers, 
Spano is still very much interested in running for 
the post and continues to lay the groundwork for a 

run, and a contest against incumbent County Ex-
ecutive, Republican Robert Astorino. 

A “Spano for County Executive” campaign 
will focus on two issues: that under Astorino, 
county services and staffing has been cut to the 
bone, and that cities like Yonkers are bearing the 
brunt of these cuts; and that Astorino has engaged 
in an anti-Yonkers sentiment during his eight years 
in office. 

“Whether it’s dumping the homeless in Yon-
kers or not fixing the Sprain Ridge Pool, Asto-
rino has either ignored Yonkers or purposely hurt 
Yonkers,” said one Democrat close to the Spanos. 
“This election may turn out to be an up-county vs. 
down-county battle, but this time Astorino won’t 
have an easy re-election opponent.”

“Spano for County Executive” will create a 
strange ballot decision for some voters in Novem-
ber in Yonkers. Assuming Spano gets the Demo-
cratic nomination for CE, his name will appear on 
the top of the Democratic ballot line. Below Spano 
would be the Democratic nominee for council 
president. 

Astorino will appear on top of the Republican 
line, and McLaughlin will appear below Astorino. 
So Spano and McLaughlin, who have worked to-
gether in a bipartisan manner on many city issues, 
will be on opposite sides of the ballot. 

Who will win Yonkers in the race for county 
executive will be the key, regardless of whether the 
Democratic nominee is Spano, or County Legis-
lator Ken Jenkins from Yonkers – featured on the 
front page this week and very much in the mix for 
the Democratic nomination for county executive. 
If Astorino can win Yonkers, like he did four years 
ago, he is a shoe-in for a third term. 

Spano’s popularity in Yonkers, on the Demo-
cratic line for county executive, may also impact 
any competitive race for City Council or county 
legislator. Yonkers Rising has received a long list 
of candidates interested in running for City Coun-
cil and the county board, and already candidates 
are dropping their names for Yonkers mayor in 
three years. 

We will attempt to shed light on the candi-
dates for office this fall in future issues of Yonkers 
Rising. If you have a name of a candidate, email it 
to us at risingmediagroup.com.

To join the Exchange Club of Yonkers contact  
Vice-President David Tubiolo at 646-596-3375

Computer Repair, Upgrade,  
and Troubleshooting  

Cracked Laptop Screen,  
Broken Power Jack

Virus Removal, Data Recovery
Call James at  

646-281-4475 – 718-324-4332

When Anthony Fontanello became a Com-
munications major at the College of Mount St. 
Vincent, he knew what career he was hoping and 
preparing for: He wanted to become a profes-
sional sports announcer. 

While the assets he would bring to his cho-
sen profession are obvious – he’s a diligent stu-
dent with a handsome face; a deep, resonating 
voice; and a passion for sports – Anthony had 
questions that go beyond what’s typically cov-
ered in college courses. He wanted to dig deep-
er, to ensure he was on the right path and taking 
all the right steps.

That’s why Anthony enrolled in the Student 
Success Academy – a unique workshop focused 
on discovering and unlocking potential.

After an enlightening class with Dr. Rob-
ert Flower, known to his students as “Dr. Bob,” 
Anthony said he is confident in his career choice 
and his ability to succeed. “I know I can use this 
to help me further my career, my schoolwork, 
myself – anything, to be honest,” he said. “I be-
lieve this is something I’m supposed to be using, 
and this is going to be something that I’m going 
to be very good at.”

Dr. Bob, founder and director of the Gil-
christ Institute for the Achievement Sciences, 
heard Anthony’s concerns and addressed them 
one by one, using a system he calls the Laws of 

Potential. 
“It’s a novel, organized and natural process 

of understanding which readily enables one to 
expand, access and create personal resources,” 
Dr. Bob explained. 

Dr. Bob has taught courses at several col-
leges where he has empowered students to stay 
in school by teaching them to use the Laws of 
Potential in order to identify restrictions to 
achievement, organize their lives, recognize and 
overcome obstacles, enhance decision making 
skills and discover the path to success by fol-
lowing the Laws of Potential.

While Dr. Bob’s main area of interest is hu-
man potential, he said it was while studying a 
geometric model depicting cell formation that 
he had the eye-opening revelation that led to the 
development of the Laws of Potential. 

“I realized that the organizational systems 
that govern the formation of cells are precisely 
the same as those that govern human cognition,” 
he said. Those concepts form the basis of “Life 
Skills for Education and Beyond,” a new course 
he is offering to college students and drop-outs 
in Westchester County.

Dr. Bob is founder and director of The Gil-
christ Institute for the Achievement Sciences, a 
non-profit human potential research and devel-
opment think tank established in 1982.

Science-Based System May 
Unlock Student Potential

Yonkers resident Dr. Bob Fowler, founder and director of the Gilchrist Institute for the 
Achievement Sciences.
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NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC AUCTION

 Supreme Court of New York, Westchester County. U.S. BANK NA AS LEGAL TITLE 
TRUSTEE FOR TRUMAN 2013 SC4 TITLE TRUST, Plaintiff, -against- JOHN MC-
BRIEN; NORA MCBRIEN; LIZ MINITER; “JOHN” REGAN; “JANE” MINITER; RYAN 
HAGE, Index No. 28981/2010.  Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated, November 19, 2015 and entered with the Westchester County Clerk on No-
vember 20, 2015, Daniel P. Romano, Esq., will sell the premises known as 207 Ster-
ling Avenue a/k/a 209 Sterling Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10704 at public auction 
at the Lobby of the Courthouse located at 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
White Plains, New York 10601, on January 19, 2017 at 11:00 A.M. All that certain plot, 
piece or parcel of land, situate, lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of West-
chester and State of New York known as Section: 6; Block: 6288; Lot: 1 will be sold 
subject to the provisions of filed Judgment, Index No. 28981/2010.  The approximate 
amount of judgment is $408,542.52 plus interest and costs. FRIEDMAN VARTOLO 
LLP 950 Third Avenue, 11th Floor, New York, New York 10022, Attorneys for Plaintiff.

#1497	 12/16/16 – 01/06/16

County of Yonkers Integrated Domestic Violence Court
County of Westchester, State of New York

In the Matter of a Proceeding under Article 6 of the Family Court Act

Joseph McGonigal, Petitioner
-against-

Maritza Areizaga, Respondent

Docket No.: V-16055-05/16L
V-16054-05/16M

Summons

IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED RESPONDENT: Maritza Areizaga, WHO RESIDES OR IS FOUND AT: 136 
lake Avenue, Yonkers, New York,

A petition under Article 6 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
requesting modification of the order of custody made by the Family Court on August 
9, 2013.

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 100 South Broad-
way, Yonkers, New York, on January 20, 2017 at 9:30 o’clock in the forenoon, of that 
day to answer the petition and to be dealt with in accordance with Article 6 of the 
Family Court Act.

On your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for your arrest.

Dated: September 23, 2016

Marisa Garcia
Clerk of Court

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S):
	 The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an order 
of the Hon. Arthur J. Doran III, Judge of the Integrated Domestic Violence Court for 
the City of Yonkers, County of Westchester, dated and filed with the petition and other 
papers in the Office of the Clerk of the integrated Domestic Violence Court of the City 
of Yonkers and County of Westchester. 

#1498	 01/06/2017 – 01/27/2017

AGENDA FOR ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
December 28, 2016

								      
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: A Public Hearing will be held before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals of the City of Yonkers on TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. sharp, 
in the Ceremonial Courtroom, Yonkers, New York (building is accessible to the handi-
capped), on applications for Appeals from the Building Commissioner’s decisions and 
applications for Variances under the provisions of G.O. # 4-2000, as amended: 

CONTINUED HEARING
# 5520 – Area Variance – Andrew Romano, Esq., on behalf of Joint Properties LP, 
owner, on premises known as 73 North Broadway aka 3-5 Wells Avenue, Block: 2014, 
Lot: 39, Zone: D-MX

NEW HEARINGS
# 5523– Area Variance – James J. Veneruso, Esq., on behalf of 2020 Central Park 
Realty (Yonkers Honda), owner, on premises known as 2006 aka 2020 Central Park 
Avenue , Block: 4633, Lot: 29, Zone: BR

# 5524– Area Variance – Andrew Romano, Esq., on behalf of Libera Del Ponte, 
owner, on premises known as 183 Croydon Road , Block: 4319, Lot: 43, Zone: S-50

# 5525– Area Variance – Janet J. Giris, Esq., on behalf of Boyce Thompson Center 
LLC, owner, on premises known as 1086 North Broadway, Block: 3455, Lot: 66, Zone: 
IP

# 5526– Area Variance – Alfred A. Delicata, Esq., on behalf of 1880 Papas LLC, 
owner, on premises known as 1880 Central Park Avenue , Block: 4623, Lot: 45.48, 
Zone: BR

JOSEPH CIANCIULLI
CHAIRMAN, ZBA

#1499	 01/06/2017

TAX SALE NOTICE
CITY OF YONKERS

Department of Finance and Management Services, Office of the Commissioner, City 
Hall, Yonkers, New York.

	 Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 452, Laws of 1908, known as the Supple-
mental Charter of the City of Yonkers, as amended by Chapter 725, of the Laws 
of 1917, adding thereto a new article numbered Article V-a, as further amended by 
Chapter 487, Laws of 1922, and as further amended by Chapter 667, Laws of 1933, 
as amended by Article IX Section 1 of Local Law No. 20-1961, as amended by Sec-
tion 57 of Local Law 11 of 1995, and any subsequent amendments thereto, known as 
the Charter of the City of Yonkers, I, the undersigned Commissioner of Finance and 
Management Services of the City of Yonkers, do hereby give public notice:

	 That the respective owners of the lands and tenements in the City of Yonkers on 
which any taxes or assessments have been imposed and became a lien and have 
remained unpaid for one year since the same were due and payable are required to 
pay the amount of said taxes and assessments, together with all unpaid taxes and 
assessments affecting such lands and tenements, which became a lien and were due 
and payable prior to December 16, 2016 with all penalties thereon remaining unpaid, 
together with the interest thereon at the rate provided by law from the time the same 
became due and payable to the time of payment, and the charges of this notice and 
all other costs and charges accrued thereon to the time of payment, to the Commis-
sioner of Finance and Management Services of the City of Yonkers, at his office in the 
City Hall, Yonkers, New York.

	 And Notice is hereby given that if default be made in such payment, the lien of 
the City of Yonkers, upon said lands and tenements for any tax or assessment, which 
became a lien so as to be due and payable before December 16, 2016; will be sold at 
public auction in the  Ceremonial Court Room, 4th Floor, City Hall, 40 South Broad-
way, in the City of Yonkers, on Wednesday,  May  9, 2017, at 10:00 A.M. of that rate, 
for the lowest rate of interest, not exceeding 12 per centum per annum, at which time 
any person or persons shall offer to take the same in consideration of advancing the 
said taxes and assessments and penalties, as the case may be, the interest thereon 
as aforesaid to the time of sale, the charges of notice and all other costs and charges 
accrued thereon; and that such sale will be continued from time to time until all said 
liens of taxes and assessments shall be sold.

	 The transfer of tax liens to be executed and delivered to the purchaser thereof 
pursuant to the terms of said sale shall be subject to the lien for and the right of the 
City of Yonkers to collect and receive all taxes and assessments and penalties and 
interest thereon which became due and payable, of which became a lien upon said 
lands and tenements on and after the date mentioned in the advertisement for sale 
as stated herein, namely, the 16th day of December, 2016.

	 Each of the tax liens referred to in this advertisement will be sold subject to 
the provisions of the Federal Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act and amendments 
thereto and Section 313 and 314 of the State Military Law.

Notice is hereby further given that a particular and detailed statement of the property 
affected by this sale, together with the total amount of the tax lien thereon, which 
are to be sold will hereafter be published in the official newspaper(s) of the City of 
Yonkers.

FURTHER OR ADDITIONAL TAX SALE NOTICE

	 In addition to the foregoing Tax Sale Notice and Statutes therein described, the 
further or additional notice is given setting forth the lots and parcels of land, including 
the street address thereof, on which the tax lien is to be sold together with the ag-
gregate amount of tax lien thereon, and the assessed valuation of every said lot and 
parcel as described in the 2015 Tax Rolls as approved by the Department of Assess-
ment and Taxation and confirmed by the City Council.

	 The name set forth is that of the person, corporation or legal entity appearing on 
the tax rolls as the owner or occupant of the lot or parcel of land upon which the tax 
lien is to be sold.

The first item is the Comptroller’s Tax Lien Number; the second is that of the person 
appearing on the tax rolls as the owner or occupant of the property; the third is the 
location of the property as described on the tax rolls which includes the Section, Block 
and Lot Numbers as shown on the Official City Map; the fourth is the assessed valua-
tion unimproved as shown on the tax rolls; the fifth is the total assessed valuation as 
shown on the tax rolls; the last group of figures is the total amount of the lien which 
is to be sold.

John Liszewski
Commissioner of Finance and Management Services

#1496	 12/23/2016 – 01/27/2016

Legal Notices

Make Rising Media Group a part of your advertising plan. 
Call today! 914-965-4000

Legal Notices
 ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES  

Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furni-
ture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, camer-
as, records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, 
comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-654-1683.   

Delivery Driver Needed-Deliv-
ery driver wanted for weekly newspapers in 
Yonkers and Westchester County. Experience 
and own auto preferred. To apply send email 
to risingmediagroup@gmail.com 

Donate your car to Wheels 
For Wishes, benefiting Make -A -Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible. Call 914 -468 -4999 To-
day!  

TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards,Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, ComicsEtc., Call Jim 
Today @ 914-310-5153  

CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 
10c to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins.I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING YOU 
have!Call Brian 1-800-617-3551 

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here – 
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placementassistance. Call AIM for free infor-
mation 866-296-7093 

LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks 
large acreage 200+ acres in theCentral/Fin-
ger Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokerswelcome. For immediate confidential 
response, call 607-353-8068 oremail info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com  

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 
-MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill -Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1 -800 -578 -1363 
Ext.300N    

Classifieds
Notice of formation of Learn-
ing Curve of Westchester, 
LLC Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/12/2016. Of-
fice location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 68 Corbalis Place Yon-
kers, NY. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Learning Curve 
of Westchester, LLC; 68 
Corbalis Place, Yonkers, NY 
10703. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6830	 12/02 – 01/06

Notice of formation of Tacti-
cal Business Systems LLC 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/26/16. Office location: 
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: ADDRESS. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Timothy 
Stewart, 33 Troy Ln, Yonkers 
NY 10701. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6833	 12/16 - 01/20
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Seniors and Health Care

State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, right, with Richard Cruz of the YWCA and an “angel”  
caregiver.

State Sen, Andrea Stewart-Cousins distribut-
ed gifts to more than 85 grandparents and caregiv-
ers at the Purchase College Center for Culture in 
Yonkers last month in cooperation with the Family 
Service Society of Yonkers, Family Ties, and gen-
erous individuals throughout the community.

Stewart-Cousins facilitated this gift-giving 
as the final phase of the Angels Project, an initia-
tive she pushed with the Family Service Society of 
Yonkers and Family Ties to collect gifts from char-
itable individuals, or “angels,” to give to grandpar-
ents and other caregivers who raise children whose 
parents cannot take care of them.

Last month, Stewart-Cousins co-hosted a 
“speak out” with Assemblywoman Shelley Mayer 
that focused on the hundreds of kinship caregiv-
ers in the area who struggle with issues of afford-
able housing. Many of these families are headed 
by grandparents with few resources available, and 
few of these grandparents receive the resources 

they need during the holiday season.
In an effort to brighten their holidays, Stew-

art-Cousins, with the assistance of the Family Ser-
vice Society of Yonkers and Family Ties, gathered 
the names of the neediest caregivers and their holi-
day wish lists and matched each caregiver with an 
individual, or “angel,” from the community who 
purchased one or more of the items on their lists.

“The power of family love is transformative, 
and these caregivers are the glue that keeps their 
families together,” said Stewart-Cousins. “They 
work hard to make sure their kids get what they 
need in time for the holidays, but rarely receive 
gifts themselves. The holiday season should be a 
time of joy and giving for everyone. I’m proud to 
live in a community in which so many people were 
willing to lend a helping hand to these caregivers.”

To volunteer time, effort or money to one of 
these groups, visit the Family Service Society of 
Yonkers and the Family Ties websites.

Westchester’s Ridge Hill currently presents 
“Faces of Burke,” a traveling photography exhibit 
designed to showcase the individuality and cour-
age of Burke Rehabilitation Hospital’s patients. 
The compelling photographs and stories of the 
subjects illustrate a diverse and inspiring group of 
patients who have succeeded in regaining mobil-
ity and independence through their experience at 
Burke.

“We are pleased to bring this exhibit to Ridge 
Hill, where Burke has an outpatient clinic, and 
where the photographs can be viewed by new au-
diences,” said Dr. Richard Sgaglio, senior admin-
istrator at Burke. “The patients have demonstrated 
remarkable resilience, determination and courage 
that can inspire us all.”

The exhibit is open to the public daily from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the WestMed building at 73 Mar-
ket Street, at the Ridge Hill Shopping Center in 
Yonkers. The featured photographer for the exhibit 
is Jesse Rinka, who is based in Tarrytown.

The photo gallery features portraits of six 
Burke patients, along with their riveting stories.

“Burke’s mission never wavers as we help 
thousands of patients each year regain both cogni-
tive abilities and physical strength,” said Sgaglio. 
“‘Faces of Burke’ will bring the stories of just a 
few of these remarkable patients to the many peo-
ple who visit Ridge Hill.”

For more information, visit www.burke.org/
community/special-events-programs/Facesof-
Burke.

The Methodist Home for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation regularly offers two support 
groups for the community.

The Caregiver Support Group meets ev-
ery second Thursday of every month at 6 p.m. 
Its goal is to provide family caregivers with a 
place to meet other caregivers, share experi-
ences, exchange information and find ways to 
meet the challenges they face while making 
caregiving for a loved one a rewarding expe-
rience. 

The Stroke Support Group meets ev-
ery first Wednesday of every month, also at 
6 p.m., when stroke survivors and/or family 
members can find support adjusting to the 
changes in their lives, meet other survivors 
and caregivers, and share experiences, infor-
mation and advice.

Both groups take place at the Methodist 
Home for Nursing and Rehabilitation and are 

led by Andrew Ferreyra, director of therapeu-
tic recreation and a dementia specialist. Free 
onsite parking is available. For more informa-
tion and to RSVP, call 718-548-5100.

Founded in 1850, Methodist Home for 
Nursing and Rehabilitation is a non-sectarian, 
non-profit residence in Riverdale. It provides 
a broad range of services including stroke re-
habilitation; orthopedic, pulmonary, cardiac, 
trach and wound care; bladder training; and 
outpatient rehabilitation. Its reputable home 
is highly rated by CMS and staffed by well-
trained, professional clinicians. All rooms are 
private and physicians are affiliated with New 
York-Columbia Presbyterian Hospital and 
Montefiore Medical Center.  

For more information or to schedule a 
tour, contact the admissions department at 
718-732-7100 or visit www.methodisthome.
org.

‘Angels’ Donate to Caregivers

Photos Exhibit Features 
Burke Rehab Patients

Caregiver & Stroke Support 
Groups Offered in Riverdale

Clare Fontana, an Ossining resident and 
Mount Vernon native, recently celebrated her 
107th birthday at Victoria Home in Ossining with 
her children, grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren.

Fontana was born in Mount Vernon in 1909, 
the youngest of 10 children. She grew up in Mount 
Vernon and later married her late husband Philip 
in 1933 and has three children. She worked as a 
secretary to the president of True Story magazine. 
Later in life, she moved from Mount Vernon to Bri-
arcliff before ending up in Ossining.

Victoria Home said Fontana is very active, 
getting her hair done every week and is always 
making sure she looks her best.

“I feel good,” said Fontana. “I have my grand-
children with me.”

The Village of Ossining and Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef both honored Fontana with proclama-
tions.

Fontana and her family credit her longevity 
to a lifetime of hard work, stubbornness and an 

aversion to alcohol and cigarettes. Her son, John, 
who is 77, said having his mother still around is 
incredible.

“She means everything to me,” he said. 
“She’s lived a clean, pure life. She’s never done 
anything bad.”

Fontana’s family said they are fortunate to 
have her around, calling her a walking history 
book. Her children love her pizza and spaghetti 
with gravy, which she would often make for din-
ner.

“I never thought she would still be here,” said 
daughter Lucille Santoliquidoa, an Eastchester 
resident. “She taught me a lot. We used to bake to-
gether and roll the cookies. We did a lot of mother-
daughter things.”

Fontana said she didn’t want any gifts for her 
birthday, just to be with her family. “As long as I 
am celebrating with them, gifts are not important,” 
she said.

Fontana is not the oldest person in her family 
– her great-great grandfather lived to be 109.

Happy 107th Birthday, 
Clara Fontana!

Clara Fontana celebrates her 107th birthday in Westchester with grandsons Michael and Anthony 
Santoliquido.

NewYork-Pres-
byterian Lawrence 
Hospital has wel-
comed the hospital’s 
first baby delivered in 
2017.

Avery Acevedo 
was born to Yrmina 
Acevedo at 2:28 a.m. 
Jan. 1, 2017. She 
weighed 8 pounds, 1 
ounce and measured 
19 inches long. Avery 
was delivered by Dr. 
Regina Fitzgerald of 
Westchester-Bronx 
OB/GYN Group. 

Yrmina is from 
Bronx and has two 
other daughters, ages 
18 and 16. She is a 
staffing analyst with 
the Fire Department 
of the City of New 
York. 

NewYork-Pres-
byterian Lawrence 
Hospital’s Mater-
nity Center offers 23 
private, hotel-like 
post-partum rooms 
complete with bath-
rooms and showers, 
flat-screen televisions 
and free Internet. The 
rooms were designed 
for maximum comfort 
with relaxing colors, 
soft lighting, carpeted floors and special reclin-
ing chair/beds for spouses. The Maternity Cen-
ter also features a state-of-the-art nursery for 
newborns and a new Neonatal Intensive Care 
Nursery for babies with special needs or those 

who are born prematurely. 
NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital 

provides support for breastfeeding mothers with 
an on-site lactation specialist and follow-up sup-
port after discharge. The hospital delivers an av-
erage of 1,600 babies annually.

Meet Westchester’s 
Baby New Year 

Westchester’s first baby of 2017 is Avery Acevedo, pictured with her 
mother, Yrmina Acevedo.
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projected in an attempt to cover his reckless bud-
get practices.

“With the inclusion of fictional airport rev-
enue, large sales tax projections, borrowing for 
operating expenses and use of fund balance, the 
2017 budget sets up Westchester County for a fis-
cally devastating downgrade,” warned Jenkins. 
“This is the year the chickens have come home 
to roost. Seven years of reckless budgeting and 
attempting to cover expenses with irresponsible 
cuts, excessive borrowing and drawing from fund 
balance will result in a significant hit to the fiscal 
health of the place we call home.” 

When asked by Westchester Rising if he 
agrees with the conclusion of a majority of county 
legislators who voted for the 2017 budget based 
on the OK of the county’s auditors regarding 
borrowing from the reserve and waiting for the 
county airport deal to be finalized, Jenkins said: 
“The auditors never gave an OK. At the end of 
the budget year, when the county does its finan-
cial report, fund balance resolves any deficit or 
surplus. In the case of a deficit that would reduce 
the fund balance and in the case of a surplus that 
would increase the fund balance. “If the revenue 
from the Austin Avenue legal settlement was not 
consistent with the county’s revenue recognition, 
how could the inclusion of revenue from the air-

port be consistent? This proposal is clearly not in 
the best interests of Westchester County. The au-
ditors have stated that our reserves will be down 
to $117 million from $143 million when Astorino 
took office,” said Jenkins.  

“As I pointed out on the floor during the 
budget vote, the 10 legislators that voted for the 
budget could have ‘deleted’ the phantom revenue 
in the 2017 proposed budget,” said Jenkins, who 
will make his second run for county executive 
this year. Four years ago, Jenkins ran but with-
drew after the Westchester Democratic Conven-
tion nominated New Rochelle Supervisor Noam 
Bramson to run against Astorino. 

Bramson lost to Astorino by 12 percentage 
points in what many view as a poorly-run race. 
This year, Jenkins has told Democrats he is run-
ning regardless of what other Democrats are in-
terested, even if it means a Democratic primary. 

Jenkins does not have the tax increase bag-
gage that Bramson ran with four years ago. In 
fact, Jenkins proposed and got passage of a coun-
ty budget when he was the BOL chairman who 
decreased the county tax levy by 2 percent. 

The only other Democrat mentioned promi-
nently as a county executive candidate is also 
from Yonkers, as Jenkins is. Yonkers Mayor 
Mike Spano has been telling Democrats across 
Westchester that he wants to run against Asto-
rino. 

Will the two Yonkers Democrats work out 
a solution, or head off in a Democratic primary?

Jenkins Warns 
Continued from Page 1

to, which reduces paid compensation from 60 
calendar days to 30 work days.

The new contract also calls for a 14.5 per-
cent salary increase over seven years. Under 
the new agreement, YFT members also will see 
an increase in longevity stipends.

“We are very pleased to have reached an 
agreement with the Yonkers Council of Ad-
ministrators that was adopted by the trustees at 
the Dec. 21 stated meeting of the board,” said 
Quezada. “Today’s tentative agreement with 
the Yonkers Federation of Teachers, when ap-
proved by the trustees later this week and rati-
fied by the union’s membership, brings closure 
to our APPR requirements. These fair and eq-
uitable agreements provide five years of stabil-
ity and enable us to competitively attract qual-
ity administrators and teachers. Working with 
our school administrative teams and teachers 
we are ready to focus all efforts on improving 
teaching and learning through the implementa-
tion of the district’s Three-Year Strategic Plan. 
These agreements are one more step in defin-
ing sustainable solutions for students’ success 
in Yonkers… The negotiating team continues 
to work in good faith with the Civil Service 
Employees Association, Inc., Yonkers Non-
Teaching Unit, 9169 and look forward to expe-
ditiously reaching an agreement.”

“On behalf of the trustees, I want to thank 
Dr. Quezada, the entire negotiating team from 
the Board of Education, the City of Yonkers 
and Mayor Spano for their relentless work,” 
added Board of Education President the Rev. 
Steve Lopez. “Stabilizing the school district, 

as well as the community, by settling all of 
our bargaining unit agreements has been and 
will continue to be a priority of this board. We 
join Dr. Quezada and welcome an expeditious 
agreement with the CSEA.”

Upon securing this all-too-important con-
tract, YFT Puleo stated: “We are pleased we 
have come to an agreement that recognizes the 
hard work of our Yonkers teachers. We could 
not have achieved such an equitable agree-
ment if not for the board and city’s leadership 
throughout the negotiation process, and I com-
mend everyone for their efforts.”

“Our agreement with YFT shows that 
when the city and union leaders come together, 
we can achieve compromise, savings and re-
forms, and do it all in a way that works for the 
taxpayers and the workforce,” added Spano. “I 
want to thank our dedicated teachers for their 
commitment to our children and their future.” 

YFT is made up of nearly 1,900 Yonkers 
Public School teachers.

Last week, the Yonkers Board of Educa-
tion and the Yonkers Council of Administrators 
came to a similar labor contract agreement, 
and the Board of Trustees approved the YCA 
contract at its Dec. 21 meeting. The YCA rep-
resents nearly 120 YPS administrators and su-
pervisors.

The contract completion with YFT ends a 
four-year journey where Spano, the city and the 
Yonkers Board of Education have successfully 
negotiated contracts with all of the city and 
school unions. 

Look for Spano, if he decides to run for 
eounty executive, to use the “union peace” that 
now exists in Yonkers as an example of how 
government, the taxpayers, and unions can co-
exist.

School & City
Continued from Page 1

Speak Out on the 
Bee-Line Bus Fare Hike 

The Westchester County Department of 
Public Works and Transportation will conduct 
a public hearing Monday, Jan. 23 from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the Westchester County Center in White 
Plains, to seek comment on the adoption of the 
proposed Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
fare increase for the Bee-Line System and the 
proposed increase to the student MetroCard fare.

The MTA Board is currently soliciting pub-
lic comment on two proposals (outlined in the 
accompanying table), with respect to bus fares.

Reduced fares for senior citizens and 
people with disabilities would be slightly less 
than half of the base fare under proposal one, 
and would remain at half of the base fare under 
proposal two. In addition, there will be no fare 
changes on the Bee-Line BxM4C (Westchester-

Manhattan Express), and the student MetroCard 
cost is proposed to increase to $60, from the cur-
rent $58 based on the MTA fare increase.

Those in attendance at the hearing will be 
given an opportunity to speak. Persons wishing 
to provide comments in writing may do so at 
the hearing, or by e-mailing them to beeline@
weschestergov.com or mailing them to the West-
chester County Department of Public Works and 
Transportation, 100 E. First St., Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550. All written comments must be re-
ceived at the above addresses by the close of 
business Jan. 25.

The Westchester County Center is located 
at 198 Central Ave., and is a handicap-accessible 
building. For more information, the public may 
visit www.westchestergov.com/beelinebus.

	
  

	
  

NEWS	
  RELEASE	
  
Ned	
  McCormack,	
  Communications	
  Director	
  (914)	
  995-­‐2932	
  
Contact:	
  	
  Dan	
  Branda	
  (914)	
  995-­‐2913	
  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  December 29, 2016 
 

PUBLIC HEARING JANUARY 23, 2017 ON INCREASING BEE-LINE BUS FARES AS  

PART OF THE MTA’S FARE INCREASE,  

AND INCREASING THE BEE-LINE STUDENT METROCARD FARE 
 

The Westchester County Department of Public Works and Transportation will conduct a public 

hearing on Monday, January 23, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Westchester County Center in White 

Plains, to seek comment on the adoption of the proposed Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 

fare increase for the Bee-Line System and the proposed increase to the student MetroCard fare.  

            The MTA Board is currently soliciting public comment on the proposals in the table below with 

respect to bus fares.  Two proposed fare structures are being considered by the MTA.  

Fare Type Current Proposal 1 Proposal 2 

Base Fare $2.75 $2.75 $3.00 

MetroCard Bonus 11% with $5.50 
purchase 

5% with $5.50 
purchase  

16% with $6.00 
purchase 

Effective Fare with MetroCard 
Bonus 

$2.48 $2.62 $2.59 

30-Day Unlimited Ride 
MetroCard  

$116.50 
 

$121.00 
 

$121.00  
 

7-Day Unlimited Ride 
MetroCard 

$31  $32 $32 

 

• Senior Citizen and Disabled Reduced Fares would be slightly less than half of the Base Fare 

under Proposal #1 and would remain at half of the Base Fare under Proposal #2. 

Winter Hikes & More 
At County Nature Centers

A number of activities are planned the week-
end of Jan. 7 and 8 at various Westchester County 
parks and nature centers. 

On Saturday, Jan. 7, Muscoot Farm on Route 
100 in Somers will host a hike from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Ever wanted to see more of Muscoot? Meet 
at the reception center for a hike along the back 
roads of the farm. For ages 8 and older. For more 
information, call 914-864-7282. 

Also on Saturday, Trailside Nature Museum 
at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation at Route 35 
and 121 South in Cross River will host “A Closer 
Look” at 1 p.m. Join the naturalist inside the na-
ture center for a look at a variety of objects in a 
digital microscope. 914-864-7322.

From 1 to 2 p.m. Saturday at Lenoir Preserve 
on Dudley Street in Yonkers, enjoy a hike around 
the preserve. 914-968-5851.

Marshlands Conservancy on Route 1 (Bos-
ton Post Road) in Rye will host a volunteer work 
project from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday. Bring work 
gloves and help inspect Crabapple Island. Hand 
tools will be provided. 914-835-4466. 

Also on Saturday, from 1 to 2 p.m. at Cran-
berry Lake Preserve on Old Orchard Street in 
north White Plains, enjoy a winter hike along the 
new interpretive trail around the lake to observe 
the local flora and fauna. 914-428-1005,

At the Westchester County Center, 198 Cen-

tral Ave., White Plains, on Saturday at 7 p.m., the 
Westchester Knicks will play the Delaware 87ers. 
For tickets, a full home-game scheduled and more 
information, visit countycenter.biz.

On Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 7 and 8 (as 
well as Jan. 14 and 15, 21 and 22, and 28 and 
29), the Croton Point Nature Center in Croton-on-
Hudson will host “Project Feeder Watch” from 9 
to 11 a.m. Learn to identify and count birds at the 
feeders with members of Saw Mill River Audu-
bon. www.sawmillriveraudubon.org or 914-862-
5297. 

On Sunday, Jan. 8, the Merestead Estate 
on Byram Lake Road in Mount Kisco will host 
a historic mansion tour from 1 to 3 p.m. Visit 
Westchester’s own Downton Abbey, an elegant 
Georgian-style mansion built in 1907, and find 
out who lived there and why they are important. 
Reservations are required at 914-447-7497.

Also on Sunday, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Marshlands Conservancy, visitors are invited to 
“make ‘n’ take” bird feeders. Limit of one per 
family. Also at the conservancy, a Great Horned 
Owl observation is scheduled from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Sunday. Bring binoculars to observe the first ani-
mals to mate in the New Year. 914-835-4466.

For more information on Westchester Coun-
ty parks and nature centers, visit parks.westches-
tergov.com.

Alamo Presents Films to 
Celebrate MLK Jr. Day 

Alamo Cinema Drafthouse, located on Cen-
tral Park Avenue in Yonkers, will be showing films 
over the next two weeks that celebrate the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

“King: A Filmed Record… Montgomery to 
Memphis” will be shown Jan. 10. 

Constructed from a wealth of archival foot-
age, the film is a monumental documentary that 
follows King from 1955 to 1968, in his rise from 
regional activist to world-renowned leader of 
the Civil Rights movement. Rare footage of his 
speeches, protests and arrests are interspersed 
with scenes of other high-profile supporters and 
opponents of the cause, punctuated by heartfelt 
testimonials by some of Hollywood’s biggest 
stars.

“King: A Film Record” is presented in part-
nership with Volunteer New York! and the 2017 
Martin Luther King Jr. National Day of Service, 
which takes place throughout the community Sat-
urday, Jan. 14. If the subject of this critically im-
portant documentary inspires you to take action, 
consider starting locally by supporting the needs 
of local nonprofits and causes. Register to partici-

pate at volunteernewyork.org/MLK. 
On Monday, Jan. 16, Alamo will feature “Pi-

oneers of African-American Cinema” with three 
films: “The Blood of Jesus,” “Dirtie Gertie from 
Harlem U.S.A.” and “Hot Biskits.”

Perhaps the first great masterpiece of spiri-
tual horror the American cinema ever produced, 
1941’s “The Blood of Jesus” is the pinnacle of 
pioneering black filmmaker and television actor 
Spencer Williams’ unparalleled career. A pious 
young black woman (Cathryn Caviness), recently 
baptized, is shot in a household accident by her 
conniving husband’s accidentally-discharged 
rifle. Near death, she journeys into the afterlife 
and back – her soul tempted by a slick, zoot-suited 
representative of Satan (Frank McClennan), who 
takes her on a surreal trip through a demonic ur-
ban nightlife from which only an angel (Rogenia 
Goldthwaite) can extract her. 

The film will be proceeded by Williams’ 1946 
thriller “Dirtie Gertie from Harlem U.S.A.” and 
his directorial debut, the 1931 silent short “Hot 
Biskits.” Unseen for 80 years, the latter contains 
Williams’ first surviving performance as an actor.

The Westchester Wanderer:
Back to Reality

By Dennis Dion Nardone
Holiday celebrations! 

I love the Christmas sea-
son and as I get older, I 
love reminiscing of grow-
ing up in the old neighbor-
hood of the West End of 
New Rochelle and how 
we celebrated with fam-
ily, friends, neighbors, 
Christmas shopping, giv-
ing of gifts and of course, 
eating! Not to mention the 
traditional seven fishes of 
Christmas Eve, and every-
where you went, someone 
had homemade cookies, 
cakes, etc. As little kids 
we knew where we could 
go to fill our bellies from not just neighbors, but 
the local merchants, as well.

We lost all those 1960s television holiday 
specials with Perry Como, Dean Martin, Johnny 
Mathis, etc. So now I go to see the live concerts. 
I enjoyed the Brian Setzer Christmas show with 
his 19-piece band; I could not miss the Paul 
Anka holiday show and of course, my favorite 
Kenny Rogers Christmas concert. I have to tell 
you, though, there’s nothing like walking the 
malls during the holidays, as I also attended a 
nice Club Dennis Holiday Dance Party with 120 
people, along with a private gathering of about 
25 friends, and finishing off with a tour of New 
York City at Bryant Park, Rockefeller Center 
and a prayer at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

But when we celebrate the holidays, there 
is always the reality of the everyday issues con-
cerning ourselves, as well as of community, as 
we move forward into the upcoming year. And 
2017 is no different than any other time to face 
the issues of the day.

Westchester County legislators must final-
ize the Playland issue with Standard Amuse-
ments, and how and when will they take over for 
good. The county must also find a way to satisfy 
all parties with a collective bargaining agree-
ments for the civil service workers of the county.

In Yonkers, I watch all the big plans of de-

velopment. But they must 
face the harsh dilemma of 
how to squeeze $35 mil-
lion from the state for the 
challenging educational 
budget that Mayor Mike 
Spano has, as well as 
keeping the Yonkers edu-
cators happy with a new 
contract. 

In New Rochelle, my 
sister- and brother-in-law 
are not too happy with the 
6.7 percent tax increase! 
Yikes!

In Tuckahoe, are we 
still building a hotel on so-
called trash tainted land?

In Harrison, the “We-
gmans are coming,” the “Wegmans are com-
ing!”

The family-orientated Wegmans grocery 
store is coming to Harrison. Thank you, Mayor 
Ron Belmont, for making this happen. Every-
where I go, people that have experienced Weg-
mans tell me the huge supermarket is going to be 
a great edition for the county – not to mention an 
added addition of money coming into the Har-
rison budget. This comes on the heels of what 
Belmont has done in Harrison. 

On the Harrison-Mamaroneck border, an-
other family chain supermarket closed their 
doors and Belmont quickly worked out a deal 
for DeCiccio’s to open in its place. Then, on the 
Harrison-Rye border, as A&P Supermarkets was 
closing, again Belmont worked his wonders to 
keep another supermarket in its place, with the 
“Harrison Market” for local residents. 

Of course, 2017 marks election year for 
some, and I’m sure it will be very interesting in 
many decisions to come for 2017, but also as 
we look into election 2018… You know what I 
mean! (I’ll explain in next week’s issue if you 
don’t.)

This is Dennis Dion Nardone. Join me on 
WVOX1460AM every Thursday at 2 p.m. for 
Talk Radio, and Saturday from 9 to 11 a.m., and 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the oldies.

Dennis Dion Nardone



Chabad of Yonkers recently held its fourth-
annual Menorah-building workshop at the local 

Home Depot in Yonkers, in preparation for the 
Holiday of Chanukah. There, two local mem-
bers of the Yonkers community volunteered to 
dress up as Judah Macabbe and a dreidel. 

Store Manager Scott Seaman and his staff 
went out of their way to make this an enjoyable 
event! The Home Depot sponsored the pro-
gram and provided kosher drinks, and Chabad 
of Yonkers supplied donuts. Rabbi Mendy Hur-
witz called it an incredible success. 
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The Menorah parade ended at the Nahmias et Fils Distillery with a party hosted by Baron 
Nahamias, who lit a special Menorah made from bottles.

DPW Commissioner Tom Meier, left, and Rabbi Hurwitz take part in the Cross County 
Shopping Center Menorah lighting.

Little Rascals Th eatrics 
Present ‘Seussical’

Little Radical Theatrics, Inc., and Executive 
Producer Fatima Viegas will present “Seussical” 
–one of the world’s most recognizable musicals 
– as its winter 2017 production.

The book was written by Lynn Ahrens and 
Stephen Flaherty, with music by Stephen Fla-
herty and lyrics by Lynn Ahrens. It was co-con-
ceived by Eric Idle, and is based on the works of 
Dr. Seuss.

The production will be directed by Michael 
Mirra and choreographed by Jennifer Silverman, 
with musical direction by Mark Galinovsky.
A cat in a hat is our host and emcee.
There’s even a Horton high up in a tree.
Adorable Gertrude, with her one feathered tail.
And femme fatale, Mayzie, ever ready to wail.
Our story unfurls like the elephant’s trunk. 
With histories and mysteries yet to debunk.
Through kidnapping, trial, and Palm Beach vaca-
tion. 
One small speck of dust causes quite the sensation.
From the written page to the empty stage, there’s a 
whole lot still to explore.
It’s the Planet of Who and Jungle of Nool like 
you’ve never seen them before.
Your childhood favorites all are now grown.
In a whimsical world with an adult-y tone.
One very bawdy affair that’s sure to make you smile
A rather fi tting homage to Mr. Theodore Geisel.

“Seussical” stars Jim DeBlasi as The Cat 

in the Hat, John Hartigan as Horton, Michelle 
Tendy as Gertrude, Jennifer Silverman as 
Mayzie, Julia Ravenna as Jojo, Chris Nardi as 
Mr. Mayor, Ruth Kenote as Mrs. Mayor, Stepha-
nie Lourenco as Sour Kangaroo, Doug Bagnasco 
as General Genghis Kahn Schmitz.

It also features Markiss Robert, Justin 
Sanchez and Sergio Marroquin as The Wicker-
sham Brothers; Moriel Behar, Sofi a Newman 
and Adrianna Nocco as The Bird Girls; Tommy 
Lloyd as The Grinch/Yertle/Vlad Vladikoff; 
Madison Lagares as Young Kangaroo/Cindy Lou 
Who; Miranda Miller as Thing 1 and Valentina 
Rubio as Thing 2; with Carter Appleyard, Car-
men Dyer-Glaser, Diego Dyer-Glaser, Lauren 
Luck and Kira Skjeveland as The Whos/Cadets.

Performances will take place Jan. 13 at 8 
p.m., Jan. 14 at 2 and 8 p.m., and Jan. 15 at 3 
p.m. at the Grinton Will Library, 1500 Central 
Ave., Yonkers (snow dates are Jan. 20 to 22).

Tickets in advance (by phone or online) are 
$18 for kids older than 7, students and seniors, or 
$20 for regular admission. Tickets at the door are 
$20 for kids, students and seniors or $25 for reg-
ular admission. Tickets for groups of 10 or more 
to one performance are $15; tickets for children 
under 7 are $10.

To purchase your tickets in advance, visit 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2714751 or 
call 1-800-838-3006.
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SHOWROOM
Open Mon-Fri: 9a-6p 
Sat 10a-5p & by Appt.

401 Ward Ave
 Mamaroneck NY

License: WC05441-H93 Paul & Liz Bookbinder

Custom Cabinet Refacing
& Kitchen•Bath  Remodeling 

w w w . D r e a mWo r k K i t c h e n s . c o m

CUSTOM WALL UNITS
LIBRARIES & MORE!

Granite • Cambria • Viatera• Caesarstone 
Over the past 22 years we have over 

2,392 completely satisfied customers!

914-777-0437
Serving Westchester • New York City • SW Connecticut

Bathrooms & Fine Cabinetry

Traditional and
Eco-Friendly Remodeling

Chabad-Yonkers & Home Depot 
Celebrate Chanukah 

Rabbi Mendy Hurwitz, left, with Judah Macabbe, a dreidel, and Home Depot Store Manager 
Scott Seaman.

SLC’s ‘Art of Teaching’ 
Program Earns $103K Grant 

The best way to train teachers to under-
stand the challenges that face inner-city children 
placed at risk is to have teachers who come from 
those communities.

That’s the thinking behind Sarah Lawrence 
College’s “Art of Teaching” graduate program, 
which recently received a fi ve-year grant from 
New York State’s Teacher Opportunity Corps to 
help expand its work in Yonkers Public Schools. 
The grant was announced by the State Education 
Department on Dec. 19.

“This Teacher Opportunity Corps initiative 
is a natural extension of the relationship Sarah 
Lawrence College already has with the com-
munity of Yonkers,” said Kathleen Ruen, acting 
director of the Art of Teaching program. “The 
grant offers us vital support and helps us to ex-
pand the work we are doing to prepare our stu-
dents to teach in disadvantaged communities, as 
well as to recruit students from minority back-
grounds and help them become teachers.’’

Under the grant, which comes from the 

state’s Department of Education, the Art of 
Teaching program will receive $103,334 in 
2017, and up to $659,000 over fi ve years there-
after. The money will be used to fund the tu-
ition and transportation costs of the program’s 
pre-service teachers, support the teaching of an 
additional course addressing the needs of chil-
dren placed at risk, and help develop certifi cate 
programs in Special Education and Bilingual 
Education. 

In addition, the grant will create a teacher 
mentoring program in partnership with Yonkers’ 
Cedar Place Elementary School, a pre-kinder-
garten-through-eighth-grade magnet school 
whose student body is 96 percent minority, with 
76 percent coming from families whose incomes 
are at or near the poverty line. 

Sarah Lawrence’s program was one of 56 
across the state that received a total of $10 mil-
lion as part of two NYS My Brother’s Keeper 
Initiatives: the Teacher Opportunity Corps II 
and the MBK Challenge Grant Program.

View�your�favorite�paper�online!�
Visit�RisingMediaGroup.com
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Excellent Care, 
Close to Home 

Saint Joseph’s Cardiovascular Center 
930 Yonkers Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
We offer a full range of cardiovascular imaging        
services on-site, and patients can see a cardiologist in 
comfortable exam rooms and physician offices. 

To make an appointment: (914) 308-7350 

Saint Joseph’s Imaging at Riverdale 
3050 Corlear Avenue, Bronx, New York 
The latest in imaging technology is available in an   
office setting, including MRI, digital mammography, 
ultrasound and DEXA.  

To make an appointment: (347) 842-2250 

Saint Joseph’s Family Health Center 
81 South Broadway, Yonkers, New York 
Primary care for the whole family is available by        
appointment or on a walk-in basis. We deliver our     
services in a patient-centered Care Team approach. 

To make an appointment: (914) 375-3200 

127 South Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701 
(914) 378-7 000   •  www.saintjosephs.org 

From the latest in imaging technology and cardiovascular treatment to routine medical care 
for the whole family, Saint Joseph’s offers the services you need in comfortable, convenient 
offices in the community: 

Yonkers Rotary Club President Mahbub Ahmad presents donated books to Library  
Administrator Christian Zabreskie.

Students from Rosemarie Ann Siragusa School hold a School of the Month plaque from 
Mayor Mike Spano and City Hall.

Rotary Donates Books, 
Snacks, Toys & More

Rosemarie Ann Siragusa 
School Recognized 

The Rotary Club of Yonkers-East Yon-
kers had a busy schedule this holiday season, 
taking part in many activities. 

Most recently, members recently donated 
275 books to the Will Library. Club President 
Mahbub Ahmad, Past President the Rev. Dr. 
J. Loren Russell and Club Foundation Chair-
person Bina Ahmad were on hand to present 
the books to Library Administrator Christian 
Zabreskie. Ahmad said this donation boosts 
the library’s collection and provides addi-
tional reading materials for patrons, while 
Zabreskie thanked the Rotary Club for its ef-
forts in providing a wide assortment of books 
– all in excellent condition.

Earlier in December, the club donated 
a month of snacks to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Valhalla, which will provide the in-
dividual packs of snacks to the children and 
their families who reside there while critically 
ill or traumatically injured children are under-
going treatment at the Maria Fiore Children’s 
hospital next door. Ahmad and club Secretary 
Peggy Murphy had gone shopping earlier that 
day and brought the snacks to the Ronald Mc-
Donald House, where Program Coordinator 

Britanny Parsio accepted the packages.
At the same time, at the ShopRite on 

Tuckahoe Road, Past Rotary District Gov. 
Greg Arcaro and other members were brav-
ing the frigid weather and helping the Salva-
tion Army ring the holiday collection bell. 
Because of the extreme cold weather, Ahmad 
and Salvation Army Captain Claircius decid-
ed to call it a day early, with the club donating 
a check to the Salvation Army to match the 
usual collection. Rotary members have tradi-
tionally helped ring the bell one day during 
the holiday season.

Continuing the tradition of holiday giv-
ing, club members also donated toys for chil-
dren in need. This year the toys were handed 
over to Leake and Watts of Yonkers, by Past 
President Russell.

A holiday get-together was hosted by 
Mahbub and Bina Ahmad at their home, at-
tended by Hugelmeyer and other district of-
ficials, as well as club members.

For more information about the Rotary 
Club of Yonkers-East Yonkers, visit yon-
kersrotary.org or facebook.com/groups/yon-
kerseastyonkersrotary.

The School of the Month Award for Novem-
ber 2016 was recently presented to the deserving 
administration, faculty, staff, parents and students 
at Rosemarie Ann Siragusa School, by Mayor Mike 
Spano, members of the Yonkers City Council and 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Edwin Quezada.

Under the leadership of Principal Anthony 
Cioffi, the Siragusa School is achieving great suc-
cess with its Global Academy program and in stan-
dardized testing. During the 2015-16 school term, 
the school experienced an increase in its New York 
State English language arts scores, rising by 10 
percentage points.

“Over the course of just a year, Rosemarie 
Ann Siragusa School has changed its learning cul-
ture, while making significant strides in its stan-
dardized testing scores,” said Spano. “The contin-
ued investment in our students is a key component 
to their future success at any school, and it starts at 
the top. I would like to commend Principal Cioffi, 
as well as the administrators, teachers and staff for 
their unwavering support and commitment to our 
students. It’s quite clear our future is bright with 
our up-and-coming stars of tomorrow. Congratula-

tions to each one of our students, as this award is a 
reflection of their hard work and dedication.”

“The administrators, teachers and support 
staff at the Siragusa School must be applauded for 
fostering a school environment in which students 
thrive academically as well as learn the importance 
of community service,” added Lopez. “On behalf 
of the Board of Education trustees, we congratulate 
the entire Siragusa School community on receiving 
this well-deserved award and we celebrate the ac-
tivities they are doing to share the holiday spirit.”

“Rosemarie Ann Siragusa School Principal 
Cioffi and the teachers magnificently embraced 
their new Global Academy theme and transformed 
the learning community,” said Quezada. “Through 
project-based learning, students pursue self-reli-
ance, active scholarly success and responsible citi-
zenship; everyone learns and achieves together.”

Spano’s School of the Month recognition 
program began in January 2014 as a way to cel-
ebrate the significant academic success, extracur-
ricular achievements and community volunteerism 
of Yonkers’ students, teachers, administration and 
staff at Yonkers Public Schools.

• 120 Private Rooms and Baths
• Admissions Accepted Seven Days a Week; Office Open on Saturdays
• Quality Assurance Programs to Prevent Rehospitalizations
• Complimentary Television, Telephone, and Newspapers
• Multimedia Library, Formal Garden, Koi Pond, and Aviary
• Decentralized Dining
• 24 Hour Visitation and Free Parking On Premises

www.Methodisthome.org
4499 Manhattan College Pkwy, Riverdale, NY 10471 · (718) 548-5100

We are a historic, non-sectarian facility in Riverdale NY,
offering short and long-term care. We cover a broad range
of services including Stroke Rehabilitation, Orthopedic,
Pulmonary, Cardiac, Trach Care, Wound Care, Bladder
Training, and outpatient rehabilitation. Our reputable
home is highly rated by CMS and staffed by well trained,
professional clinicians. All of our rooms are private and
our physicians are affiliated with New York- Columbia
Presbyterian Hospital and Montefiore Medical Center.
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