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On this 10th anniversary of September 11, I 
decided to take my daughter down to the water-
front for the Yonkers Memorial Service. On our 
way down, we saw the giant þag strung between 
two cranes stationed at the construction project 

across the street. As I admired the size of the þag 
I suddenly noticed how quiet it was all around me. 
For the ýrst time since moving here three months 

Iona College joined with the rest of 
Westchester to honor and remember those lost 
ten years ago, on September 11, 2011.

Iona held a 10th Anniversary 9/11 Com-
memoration Service to remember  the alumni 

who lost their lives that day: Thomas W. Hohl-
weck, Jr. (‘74); Joseph P. Kellett (‘96); Michael 
A. Lepore (‘84); Laura M. Longing (‘94);Michael 
F. Lynch (‘94); Francis N. McGuinn (‘83); Den-

By Dan Murphy
The election results from last Tuesday’s 

primary here in Westchester show surprising 
results, most notably in Yorktown to the north 
and Mt. Vernon to the south.

In Yorktown, a Republican primary for 
Town Supervisor has incumbent Supervisor 
Susan Siegel, with 41 percent, losing to ýrst 
time candidate and former Town Attorney Mi-
chael Grace’s 59 percent.

Grace ran against “a dysfunctional town 
government” and called on amending the town’s 
land use regulations as a way to encourage new 
development and businesses into Yorktown.

“The present town leadership is out of 
touch with what needs to be done to restore the 
town vitality,” said Grace, who was legal coun-
sel to the town for 16 years, providing him with 
an in depth knowledge of the town’s history, 
laws and regulations. “The entrenched, anti-
business culture of the present town leadership 
will be replaced. The town needs bold and cou-
rageous leadership.”

Siegel will challenge Grace on the newly 
formed Yorktown Better Government Party 
line in November. But expect a large turnout of 
Yorktown Republicans and Tea Party support-
ers on Election Day, not only to support Grace 
but to support another republican — Terrence 
Murphy, who is running for the County Board.

Murphy, a current Yorktown Town Coun-
cilman, is challenging incumbent Democratic 
County Legislator Michael Kaplowitz. The 
County Board redistricting last year included 
changes to Kaplowitz’s district, including the 
removal of Murphy’s residence from it. Mur-
phy has vowed to move back into the district 
in order to face off against Kaplowitz in No-
vember.

All 17 seats on the County Board are up 
for election this year. Democrats currently hold 
a 12-5 supermajority on the County Board; the 
Murphy-Kaplowitz race is one of several inter-
esting and contested races this November to see 
if the democrats can hold onto their superma-
jority.

In the Republican primary for Town Coun-
cil, incumbent Nick Bianco (33 percent) and 
Dave Paganelli (41 percent) took the two seats 

for the GOP in November.
Grace, Murphy and Paganelli represent the 

“new blood” of republicans stepping forward to 
run, and win, elections; the voters in Yorktown 
seem more desirous of ambition, change and 
tax relief than other Westchester communities.

In Mount Vernon, actor Denzel Washing-
ton got it wrong. Washington, a Mt. Vernon na-
tive, endorsed current Mayor Clinton Young, Jr. 
for re-election. Young was trounced in a four-
way Democratic Primary. Former Mayor Ernie 
Davis holding a lead of more than 100 votes 
over Comptroller Maureen Walker. A recount 
next week will determine the winner.

The re-election of Mayor Davis, who left 
ofýce 4 years ago with several ethical clouds 
hanging over the city, was a shock to many. 
Even if Walker wins the recount, Davis’ large 
number of votes shows that the voters still like 
Ernie!

Two other primary races deserve mention. 
In the Town of North Castle, incumbent Repub-
lican Supervisor Bill Weaver narrowly lost the 
GOP Primary to ýrst-time candidate Howard 
Arden.

Weaver and Arden will face off again in 
November, as Weaver is still on the Demo-
cratic, Conservative and newly formed Alli-
ance North Castle Party. It will be interesting 
to see if the new parties in Yorktown and North 
Castle can actually rally enough frustrated vot-
ers to their lines.

Weaver a longtime Republican, can win 
if he gets democrats and cross over votes from 
Republicans.

In Yonkers, Mike Spano and John Murtagh 
won the Democratic and Republican primaries, 
respectively, setting up a November contest 
between the two. Spano wants to get all stake 
holders, including the city’s unions, to the table 
and work out a solution to the yearly “budget 
dramas.” Murtagh wants a salary freeze, or an 
across the board pay cut to solve the cityôs ýs-
cal woes, and wants to bring an approach simi-
lar to that of County Executive Rob Astorino’s 
handling of the county to Yonkers.

Look for coverage of these races, and the 
important county board races, in the weeks to 
come.

Iona Honors 15 Alumni Lost on 9/11 Surprise Primary Results in
Northern & Southern Westchester

Ernie Davis with NBA star Ben Gordon Michael Grace

The waters from Hurricane Ireneôs þoods 
that washed over New York State and Sound 
Shore communities may have receded, but the 
debates and discussions continue over how to 
prevent the problem from reoccurring.

New York State Assemblyman George 
Latimer, who represents the largest number of 
þood-ravaged neighborhoods in Mamaroneck, 
Rye, New Rochelle and Larchmont, is again 
pushing his proposed State Flood Mitigation 
Fund, targeting $30 million over the next three 
years, to provide resources to help build proj-
ects that would mitigate þooding in the future. 
Latimer introduced the bill in the aftermath of 
the April 2007 þoods and is reinforcing the 
need for the state to provide resources to those 
areas repeatedly hammered by þood waters.

“When I walked through Rye’s Indian 
Village, along Howard and Lester in Mama-
roneck Village, or through New Rochelle’s 

Latimer Pushes State Flood Fund

Americans young and old remembering September 11, 2011 at the Iona Memorial Garden

The Emerald Society Pipes and Drums

A Westchester home þooded by Hurricane Irene

 Kevin Villa speaking at the ceremony
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For the past decade, Fujiýlm Holdings 
America Corporation has been actively support-
ing projects in Westchester aimed at improving 
sustainability, conservation and the reduction of 

the environmental footprint.
The Valhalla-based company was recent-

ly recognized for its donation to Friends of 
By Michael Molinelli, AIA LEED

Since Metro North just got the Hartsdale 
train station declared a landmark and plans to 
rent space in their Ossining, Tarrytown, Peek-
skill and Port Chester stations, it might be a 
good time to look at train station architecture.

For decades in Westchester, train stations 
have been saved from demolition by being 
adaptively reused, often as ofýces or restaurants. 
Many of our older station buildings have a 19th 
century look. Most are ornate brick, stone and 
stucco buildings with thick wood beams imbed-
ded in walls and supporting broad slate roofs. 
This beefy romantic Tudoresque style is often 
described as called Richardsonian, since it was 
made popular by architect H. H. Richardson.

The style is so impressive that we tend to 
think of train architecture as 19th century archi-
tecture. The recent Metro North platform reno-
vations have undone the improvements made in 
the latter part of the 20th century to return to 
19th century details. (But they are adding elec-
tronic track signs with real-time updates.)

Gone are the brushed aluminum cobra neck 
light poles — back are the green painted steel 
goosenecks lights. Gone are long thin white 
metal platform roofs — back are heavy green 
steel beams with bulging bolts, pitched roofs, 
superþuous steel arches and pinecone inverted 
ýnials. Gone are galvanized pipe bollards ð 
back are black painted knurled steel ones that 
look ready for you to hitch your horse’s reins to 
them. It is like going from Helvetica Bold type-
face back to Serif Roman letters.

Is it okay that our train stations look like 
they belong in the 19th century? Many of us 
like colonial homes that are meant to look like 
they are from the 18th century. For some rea-
son, 20th century architecture and design has 
a bad reputation. Maybe it suffers from asso-
ciation with the two World Wars, genocide and 
1970s fashion.

There is a dichotomy as the architecture 
reverts back and human-free technology moves 
forward. Train station waiting rooms are useless 
because we no longer wait for porters to carry 
our trunks after we bought our tickets from gar-
ter-sleeved visor-capped station masters behind 
wrought-iron-grilled ticket windows.

No one I know wants to go back to train 
coaches that are dull green-gray, un-air-condi-
tioned, smoke-ýlled, toilet free and have hard 
wicker seats that þip direction. We are a society 
that likes old architecture, but it must be popu-
lated with new comforts and gadgets. Go on 
board a cool chrome coach and try taking away 
a commuter’s cell phone and you will know 
what I mean.

For more information or to suggest a topic 
of a future column, e-mail Molinelli at Mi-
chael@molinelliarchitects.com.
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Metro North: Coaches
Forward & Stations Backward

On Saturday, October 1, volunteers will 
transform the lawn in front of the Parish Hall into 
a patchwork quilt of pumpkins and gourds.

The annual Pumpkin Patch is a coopera-
tive effort among four Episcopal Churches; St. 
Thomas in Mamaroneck, St. John’s in Larch-
mont, Trinity/St. Paul in New Rochelle and All 
Saints in Harrison. All proceeds will go to the lo-
cal outreach programs of these churches. Thanks 
to this annual event, more than $70,000 has been 
given to charitable organizations in our area.

The Pumpkin Patch is a favorite destination 
for families, especially those with young children. 

Come by and you will ýnd children of all ages 
carefully selecting their own, special pumpkins. 
The Pumpkin Patch at St. Thomas has become a 
tradition, not only for the sponsor churches, but 
for the Village of Mamaroneck as well.

St. Thomas Church and the Pumpkin Patch 
are located in Mamaroneck at the corner of Bos-
ton Post Road and Mount Pleasant Avenue. The 
Pumpkin Patch is open from October 1 to Octo-
ber 31 from 12 to 5 p.m. on weekdays and from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends and Columbus 
Day. Prices for the pumpkins vary depending on 
size.

The St. Thomas Church Pumpkin Patch

Westchester County Executive Robert P. Astorino (second from left) accepts the key to one of 
the golf carts from Friends of Westchester County Parks Board Chair Liz Bracken-Thompson 
(second from right), as Westchester County Parks Commissioner Kathy O’Connor (left) and 

FUJIFILM Holdings America Corporation President Ray Hosoda (right) look on

Fall Is Here! 11th Annual Pumpkin
Patch at St. �omas in Mamaroneck

Fuji�lm Donates Electric Carts to 
Friends of Westchester County Parks

Above & below: the Tarrytown Train Station

Above & below: The Ossining Train Station
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