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The Police Athletic League (PAL) of Yon-
kers is celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the 
1986 Super Bowl Championship New York Gi-
ants with a basketball fundraiser on September 
23 at 7 p.m. between players from the Super 
Bowl Champion Giants and the Police Depart-
ment All-stars.

The event is a celebration fundraiser for 
the Super Bowl Champions and the PAL. The 
PAL is celebrating its 70th year at the Landmark 
building know as Iris and Martin Walshin Build-
ing in memory of these two benefactors, located 
at 127 North Broadway in Yonkers.

The 41st Annual Boys’ Towns of Italy 
Westchester Golf Outing was held on Friday, 
August 8 at Leewood Golf Club in Eastchester.

Monsignor John Patrick Carroll-Abbing es-
tablished the Boys’ Towns of Rome and Girls’ 
Town of Rome that have provided at risk youths 
from around the globe with “a chance in life.” 
The Boys’ Town of Rome and Girls’ Town of 
Rome are thriving communities where young 

people grow into responsible, well-adjusted citi-
zens in an environment that teaches dignity and 
self-worth.

This year’s outing, lead by Master of Cer-
emonies Dave Cervini, honored Men of the Year 
Mario J. De Giorgio and Pasquale “Pat” Pilen-
za.

De Giorgio, a 27-year resident of Yonkers, 

On Sunday, September 4, the Eastchester 
Blue Devils conducted it’s Opening Day Cer-
emonies for its football and cheerleading pro-
grams.

Hundreds of people attended the event, in-
cluding Supervisor Anthony S. Colavita, County 
Legislator Sheila Marcotte and leadership alum-

ni Bob Russell, Bill Cade and Joe Telesco.
Colavita welcomed everyone to Haindl 

Field and thanked all the parents and coaches 
who volunteer for these hugely successful pro-
grams. Additionally, he thanked Eastchester 
Blue Devil President Chris Cooper and the rest 
of the executive committee for a job well done.

Westchester Democrats and Republicans 
in several towns, villages and citys went to the 
polls on Primary Day this Tuesday. Competi-
tive races for Mayor in Mt. Vernon and Yon-
kers, Supervisor in the Town of North Castle 
and a race for County Board were on the bal-
lot.

Mt. Vernon Mayor  
Democratic Primary  

Maureen Walker: 36%, 2,169 votes;
Ernie Davis: 34%, 2,041 votes;
Clinton Young, Jr.: 20%, 1,232 votes; and
Yuhanna Edwards: 10%, 577.

The race for Mayor of Mount Vernon is 
still undecided as of press time. Comptrol-
ler Maureen Walker, making her third run for 
mayor, is leading with 36 percent of the vote. 
Running a close second is former Mayor Er-
nie Davis with 34 percent of the vote. Current 
Mayor Clinton Young, Jr. is a distant third with 
20 percent of the vote and Yuhanna Edwards 
trails with 10.

Davis, at ýrst, declared victory on election 
night but then backed off that claim.

“Regardless of how this comes out, I’m 
proud of the grass roots support,” said Davis. 
“People can choose their own destiny. I’m very 
optimistic that we will prevail and move for-
ward. We’ve come a long way.”

Walker thanked her supporters and said 
that it’s too premature to declare a winner: 
“We will wait until the last vote is counted. I 
couldn’t have been more blessed or happier 
this evening.”

The outcome for Young was most surpris-
ing. Many had expected Young to win his re-
election effort, but he ýnished a distant third.

In the race for three City Council seats, 
democrats Richard Thomas (30 percent), Deb-
orah Reynolds (25 percent) and Sam Rivers 
(17 percent) were all victorious.

North Castle Supervisor  
Republican Primary  

Howard Arden: 52%, 365 votes; and
Bill Weaver: 48%, 332 votes.

With 90 percent of the votes counted in 
this race, the result is still too close to call. 
But if the current numbers stand up, Howard 

Arden, a ýrst time candidate, will defeat Bill 
Weaver, the incumbent republican, in Weav-
er’s own party.

But if Arden wins the GOP Primary, he 
will face off in a rematch against Weaver any-
way, because Weaver will be on the Democrat, 
Conservative and newly formed Alliance North 
Castle party. Arden has the Independence party 
line. Weaver’s loss, if it happens, and his dif-
ýculty in getting the support from within his 
own party is signiýcant and symbolic of the 
discontent in the voters in North Castle.

In the Republican Primary for two seats 
on the Town Council, Matt Rice (35 percent) 
and Stephen D’Angelo (37 percent) defeated 
Kerry Lutz (28 percent).

Judge Elyse Lazansky won the Democratic 
and Republican Primary, defeating Doug Mar-
tino. The outcome of the Independence Party 

primary between the two is undecided.
In the race for County Board in the Sixth 

District to replace Martin Rogowsky, democrat 
Dan Brakewood (56 percent) defeated Mark 
Jaffe (44 percent). Brakewood will now face 
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Westchester Primary Results

L to r: former NY Giant Byron Hunt, Walshin Foundation Vice-President Jason Viarengo
and PAL Chairman Angelo Martinelli

Gold Outing General Chairman John De Giorgio, Father Kevin Devlin, Board Member
Carrie Sacket and 2011 Men of the Year Pasquale “Pat” Pilenza and Mario De Giorgio

Back row (l to r) County Legislator Sheila Marcotte, Bill Cade, Bob Russell,
Supervisor Anthony S. Colavita and Eastchester Blue Devil President Chris Cooper;
Front row (l to r) Gianna Pierro, Nick Loparrino, Marc Loparrino and Gianna Jones.
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A “Global Gala” will launch the New Ro-
chelle BID Family Days 2011-12 season on 
Saturday, September 24 from 12:30 to 5 p.m. 
in Library Green and the New Rochelle Public 
Library. 

The public is invited to experience New 
Rochelle’s cultural diversity through fabulous 
music, costumes, movement and crafts from 

around the world. Consecutive performances 
will start at 1 pm with Irish Step Dancing by 
students of the Lynn Academy of Irish Dance 
and will continue hourly with Brazilian Ca-
poeira by Master Bom Jesus and students of 
the New Rochelle Capoeira Performing Arts 
Center, Aztec ceremonies demonstrated by 
Atl-Tlachinolli and traditional Korean Drum-
ming by the Vongku Pak Troupe. Children will 
be able to sample a wide variety of colorful 
projects and create international crafts to take 
home. 

Organizations serving preschool children 
and their families will also be joining in the 
kick-off event to promote Born Learning, a 
public education campaign that helps parents, 
grandparents and caregivers explore ways to 
turn everyday moments into fun learning op-
portunities. A special area with book-making, 
crafts, games and other activities will engage 
infants, toddler and preschoolers. For more in-
formation on Born Learning, visit www.uwwp.
org/bornlearning. 

One of the many events being held in con-
junction with the New Rochelle Arts fest, the 
free Global Gala programs will take place on 
Library Green and are open to everyone. In the 
event of rain or strong winds, the performanc-
es will be held in the Ossie Davis Theater and 
crafts and Born Learning activities will take 
place in the Library lobby. This event is made 
possible by the New Rochelle Downtown Busi-
ness Improvement District (BID) and Friends 
of the New Rochelle Public Library.

The BID Family Days, which began dur-
ing 2006-07 school year, will again feature 
mini festivals, live performances, craft work-
shops, scavenger hunts and other activities 
geared for school-aged children and their par-
ents on two or three days each month during 
the school year. 

For more information on the Global Gala, 
BID Family Days and Arts Fest, visit www.ne 
wrochelledowntown.com or www.newrochel 
learts.org.
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Global Gala Launches �BID 
Family Days� at Arts Fest

Thanks to the WJCS Kosher Home-Deliv-
ered Meal Program, the only one of its kind in 
the area, several homebound Mt. Vernon, New 
Rochelle and Yonkers Jewish residents are able 
to maintain the Kosher tradition that is so im-
portant to them.

Based at Sinai Free Synagogue in Mt. Ver-
non, the program operated by Westchester Jew-
ish Community Services (WJCS), serves older 
Jewish adults who are unable to shop and cook 
for themselves. Volunteers visit program partici-
pants several times a week, delivering enough 
hot meals to see them through the week.

“We deliver both hot meals and warm 
smiles,” said Program Coordinator Caron 

Gelles. “For many of the individuals we serve, 
our Kosher Home-Delivered Meal volunteer is 
the only person they see all day. While deliver-
ing the meals, the volunteers check in with the 
participants, making sure all is well.”

The WJCS Kosher Home-Delivered Meal 
Program is presently looking for individuals to 
deliver meals in New Rochelle and Mt. Vernon. 
Volunteers use their own cars and can travel 
in two-person teams. Each route encompasses 
about ýve deliveries and takes about one and 
a half hours from start to ýnish. Volunteers can 
participate weekly, monthly or on an as-needed 
basis. Anyone interested can contact Ms. Gelles 
at 914-668-4350.

On Wednesday, September 21 at 7:15 p.m., 
The Bronxville Career Network (BCN) kicks 
off the fall with a program titled, “Communicate 

Powerfully: What you say is dwarfed by how 
you say it,” presented by former NBCTV news-
caster Mary Civiello. BCN meetings are held in 
the Edwards Room at the Reformed Church of 
Bronxville, located at 180 Pondýeld Rd. All are 
welcome to attend.

During these challenging times, it is essen-
tial for job seekers, career changers and entre-
preneurs to polish their personal style and com-
municate like a leader. Civiello will explain the 
importance of communicating through the three 
V’s: the visual, vocal and verbal.

Civiello is president of Civiello Communi-
cations Group (CCG), a leading media and pre-
sentation training consultancy. Civiello has won 
six Emmy Awards during her two decades as a 
journalist in New York, reporting and anchoring 
the news for WNBC, CNBC and MSNBC.

BCN meetings are open to all and held 
twice monthly on the ýrst and third Wednesdays 
from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. at the Reformed Church 
of Bronxville. In between meetings, members 
post to the BCN group on LinkedIn.

New Rochelle resident Bob Brown and his daughter Yael pick up Kosher meals
from Derek Williams to deliver to homebound Yonkers residents

Mary Civiello

Unique Kosher Home-Delivered 
Meal Program Seeks Volunteers

BCN Program Focuses
on Communication

Students of the New Rochelle Capoeira Performing Arts Center
performing a traditional Aztec ceremoy

Students of the Lynn Academy of Irish Dance performing a traditional Irish jig

A member of the Vongku Pak Troupe
performing a traditional Korean

drumming number

Invasive Species 
at Lasdon

“Invasives in the Hudson Valley” will be 
held on Tuesday, September 27 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at Lasdon Park, Arboretum and 
Veterans Memorial in Somers.

Invasive plants and insects pose a serious 
threat to biological diversity. Due to their rapid 
growth rate, they establish easily and out-com-
pete native species, threatening their survival.

Featured speakers are Dr. Peter Smallidge, 
Dr. Jay Boulanger and Rick Harper of Cornell 
and NYS Horticulture Inspector Mike Singho.

The fee for the seminar is $35. Registration 
is required by Wednesday, September 21. Make 
checks payable and mail to: Cornell University 
Cooperative Extension of Westchester County, 
ATTN: Pat Pesacreta, 26 Legion Drive, Valhalla 
NY10595.

To register, contact Pesacreta at 914-285-
4623 or plp28@cornell.edu.
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As District Attorney and 
chief law enforcement ofýcer 
in Westchester County, I believe 
that public servants must be 
held to the highest level of ac-
countability, acting honestly and 
ethically when carrying out their 
duties, and should not use their 
position for personal ýnancial 
gain.

Corruption at any level 
erodes the conýdence and trust 
that the public is entitled to have 
in its government. A dishonest 
public ofýcial or employee un-
dermines our government’s abil-
ity to protect its citizens and one 
individual can taint an entire group or department 
of hard-working, honest public servants. That is 
why the investigations and prosecutions being car-
ried out by the Public Integrity Bureau of my of-
ýce are so vitally important.

The assistant district attorneys assigned to 
the Public Integrity Bureau in my ofýce investi-
gate and prosecute all types of crimes committed 
by public employees, elected ofýcials, candidates 
for public ofýce and others who hold the public 
trust. As part of the Ofýceôs Investigations Divi-
sion, the Bureau investigates public corruption in 
government at all levels by any employee, includ-
ing acts of larceny, bribery, perjury, election fraud 
and other fraud-related crimes.

Government employees who serve in capaci-
ties that involve handling public funds have a ý-
duciary responsibility to correctly report ýnancial 
transactions they oversee, a special duty because 
that money belongs to the public. My ofýce ag-
gressively pursues investigations into the theft and 
misuse of public funds and other crimes by utiliz-
ing the skills of experienced public integrity pros-
ecutors, a squad of seasoned computer forensic 
investigators and certiýed public accountants who 
forensically examine public and ýnancial records 
for such criminal activity.

I have worked hard to create an atmosphere 
of public trust and conýdence in the work of our 
Public Integrity Bureau. In 2010 alone, the Bureau 
opened 84 investigations. We successfully pros-
ecuted cases that involved a county corrections 
ofýcer who submitted fraudulent health insurance 
claims, an attorney who stole from his escrow 
fund, a postal worker who pilfered items instead 
of delivering them in the mail to the intended re-
cipient, a local government worker who gave false 
testimony in a civil hearing to cover up his illegal 

receipt of monies from a elderly 
citizen and a man who, on behalf 
of a husband, forged documents 
for an uncontested divorce with-
out the wife’s knowledge.

Moreover, I created a Mort-
gage and Fraud Unit within the 
Public Integrity Bureau in re-
sponse to the skyrocketing num-
ber of real estate related fraud 
cases, including mortgage fraud 
by owners, reýnancing fraud 
using straw buyers, deed theft 
and foreclosure rescue scams. 
In 2010, a full-time forensic ac-
countant was added to assist the 
unit with its increasing caseload. 

As a result of this new initiative, we uncovered a 
major mortgage fraud scheme involving the vic-
timization of four families who were swindled out 
of the deeds to their homes which were then used 
by the defendants to obtain $1.4 million in bogus 
loans. Six defendants have been convicted to date 
for these crimes. And, recently, we announced the 
indictment of a local political leader for residential 
mortgage fraud and a real estate attorney for his 
role in a scheme to defraud homeowners.

In its relentless pursuit of individuals who 
have stolen public funds, the Public Integrity Bu-
reau prosecuted three individuals in the theft of 
Housing and Urban Development funds, Social 
Security and Welfare beneýts. In these cases, we 
have recovered more than $130,000 in court-or-
dered restitution. These prosecutions are impor-
tant not only because they hold wrong-doers ac-
countable for their crimes, but because they also 
serve as a powerful deterrent to anyone who might 
think about defrauding the government and the 
taxpayers.

The important and complex work being done 
by the Public Integrity Bureau could not be ac-
complished without the willingness on the part of 
you, the public, and other government agencies to 
approach my ofýce for assistance and cooperation 
in the area of public corruption and misconduct. 
In order to maintain the public trust and protect 
our tax dollars, we must work together toward our 
mutual goals.

If you know of or suspect misconduct may be 
taking place, you can contact my ofýce and make 
a formal complaint by ýrst calling 914-995-3303 
or by downloading a copy of the written complaint 
form online. For more information, visit www.
westchesterda.net.
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By M.A. Godfrey
The Board of Regents approved a new 

teacher evaluation system which includes 20 
percent for students’ state test scores and 20 
percent on supervisors’ evaluations. But here 
in Westchester, there is a School Superinten-
dent who found another way to improve student 
learning.

In Mount Vernon, Dr. W. L. Tony Sawyer, 
on WVOX, cited an improved graduation rate 
which, last year, was 59 percent according to 
New York State, up from 51 percent in 2006. 
How did his schools do this? They reduced the 
incident rate (ýghts, weapons, etc.) from 4,000 
in 2007-08 to 2,000 last year. According to the 
school district’s Web site, this past year’s rate 
was down to 1,000. Is it a reasonable conclusion 
that, when students feel safe in a school, that this 
helps them to learn more?

Mount Vernon Public School District Di-
rector of Communications Desiree Grand re-
ports that they have implemented the following 
programs to help increase the graduation rate:

The Second Chance Program, which has an 
alternative education setting to facilitate a safe, 
secure and caring environment to nurture and 

educate students who have been suspended; and
Renaissance GED Program, a program for 

older students that has helped more students re-
ceive their GED.

Students are helped by these programs, but 
there are other ways which a safer school en-
vironment can help improve the education pro-
cess.

How children learn has always been a seri-
ous concern for educators and parents, so it is 
not surprising that another study, reported in 
Education Week on May l0, linked school safety 
and achievement. School safety can be especial-
ly important in schools with low test scores.

This University of Chicago study’s conclu-
sions emphasized that the link between school 
safety and academic achievement is a strong 
factor that must be considered when the goal is 
increased student achievement. Students, they 
suggest, need to feel they can trust their teach-
ers, and parents must feel teachers are “partners” 
in their childrens’ education. They concluded 
that adult relationships in the school building 
are more important than the neighborhood of 
the school.

County Legislator Sheila Marcotte has a 
good idea to save taxpayers dollars.

All of us who live in Westchester receive, 
every year, a card from the Board of Elections 
stating our voter registration and polling place 
for the upcoming primary and general elections. 
This card is mailed to every registered member 
of our household, year after year. Marcotte is try-
ing to save a few taxpayer dollars by modifying 
this practice.

“I am proposing to our New York State leg-
islative leaders a change in the New York State 
Election Law that, if ratiýed, could save county 
taxpayers in excess of $150,000 a year and pos-
sibly millions more to taxpayers statewide,” said 
Marcotte.

“The existing rule — New York State Elec-
tion Law SS 4 -117 — requires that between the 
dates of August 1 and August 5 each year all 
county Boards of Election in New York State 
send a postcard, via ýrst-class mail at local tax-
payer expense, to each active voter in the county 
conýrming their address, requesting a correction, 
if necessary, and informing them of upcoming 
elections and where they may vote.

“This classic ‘unfunded mandate’ costs 29 
cents for each registered and active voter. As of 

the 2010 census, Westchester County 
has 533,186 such voters,” Marcotte 
said. This practice costs Westchester 
taxpayers more than $150,000 a year.

ñMy proposal is to reýne and 
enhance the current law by allowing 
The Board of Elections to set up an e-
mail registry that residents could opt 
into, if they so desired,” continued 
Marcotte. “Those residents who do 
not have the capability of receiving 
e-mail, or are without access to the 
Internet, simply would continue to 
receive the post cards with no action 
required on their part.

“A few statistics to consider when 
examining the proposal; according to 
Internet World Statistics, 81 percent 
of all New Yorkers have access to the 
Internet and that number continues to 
grow each year. Even if only 20 per-
cent of the population decide to ‘opt’ 
in, it would result in a savings to the 
county budget of more than $30,000 
a year, not to mention all of the paper 
that would be conserved.

“We have to continue to search 
for savings within the county and 
look in some of the most unexpected 

places. This state law, along with many others, 
has been on the books for decades. It is incum-
bent upon us to take advantage of modern tech-
nology and utilize it whenever and wherever we 
can to produce administrative efýciencies and 
deliver savings to citizen-taxpayers. It is my 
hope that this resolution will gain bi-partisan 
support and be immediately sent to the leaders 
of the New York State Assembly and Senate for 
consideration.

“This resolution was signed by all of the 
members of the Westchester County Minority 
Caucus and submitted at the Board of Legisla-
tors meeting in June. It was assigned to the Com-
mittee on Government Efýciency and Reform, 
where it was received and ýled in August. It is 
my hope that it will make its way to the commit-
tee agenda very shortly.”

This good idea from Marcotte could be ex-
panded or modiýed so that residents who have 
lived at the same address for years and/or de-
cades would not get this postcard, because they 
know where they vote. Most residents could 
and should only receive a postcard when there 
polling place changes or when they move into a 
community.

Improving Our Schools;
A Local Example

Saving Taxpayers Money... Or Trying To
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From the Desk of the DA;
Public Integrity Bureau

Westchester DA
Janet DiFiore
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For complete information, visit 
GetEnergySmart.org or call 1-877-NY-SMART.

Live happier, healthier and wealthier with a New York
ENERGY STAR Home. These energy efficient homes
use less energy and save money.

New York ENERGY STAR Homes:
Use less energy than conventionally built homes
Pass a stringent evaluation, including energy analysis
and combustion safety testing
Come in all styles, sizes, and price ranges
Are warm in the winter, cool in the summer, and free
from uncomfortable drafts

Ask your builder about New York ENERGY STAR Homes. 
Otherwise, you are wasting your energy.

By Dan Murphy
Westchester County Executive Rob Asto-

rino’s dispute with the Federal Government’s 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) concerning the settlement to build 
750 units of affordable housing countywide is 
starting to receive national attention. Astorino 
recently appeared on Fox TV’s Hannity, where 
he was interviewed by host Sean Hannity.

The concern from the Astorino administra-
tion, and others, is that HUD is trying to use the 
Westchester housing settlement as a model to 
be used across the country as a way to integrate 
communities that HUD deems “segregated.”

Hannity aired video from the 2009 an-
nouncement of the settlement, with former 
County Executive Andy Spano in the back-
ground, where HUD Deputy Secretary Ron Sims 
said, “This is a grand experiment. At HUD, we 
believe this approach to equitable development 
can serve as a model of strong, accessible com-
munities across the United States.”

The only problem with Sims’ assessment 
of Westchester is that, while there may be fewer 
numbers of Latino and African-American’s liv-
ing in many of the bedroom communities of 
Westchester, the reason is not racism or discrim-
ination — its economics.

Nobody has been denied housing any mu-
nicipality because of their race. Many people, 
Westchester residents included, can not afford 
to live in Rye, Pound Ridge, Scarsdale and other 
similar neighborhoods — home prices, even in 

this recession, and property taxes are simply too 
expensive.

“HUD is making demands outside the 
scope of the settlement,” said Astorino on Han-
nity. “This is government gone wild; its social 
engineering at its worst, and this is the model 
they want to move across the country.

“We are building affordable housing. We 
are complying and ýnding locations. But HUD 
says that it’s not good enough. They are trying to 
change the rules in the middle of the game.”

Astorino said that HUD’s new demands — 
not in the settlement agreement — include hav-
ing the county intervene in local town or village 
zoning laws and asking local banks and lenders 
to modify their practices.

Most important to the taxpayers of 
Westchester County, HUD is, “trying to bank-
rupt our county,” in the words of Astorino. The 
new demands, including the building of afford-
able three bedroom units, would double the cost 
of the settlement agreement from $51 to more 
than $100 million.

“Westchester is being singled out,” said 
Astorino. “They are claiming that there is a pat-
tern of segregation, but Westchester is the fourth 
most diverse county in the state.”

“What will Westchester do?” asked Han-
nity. ñWeôre holding ýrm and we will not allow 
HUD to make Westchester the test case for their 
experiment across the country,” Astorino re-
plied. “We’re not standing for it.”

Astorino vs HUD Battle 
Makes National News

County Legislator Sheila Marcotte




