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Filmmaker Ron Howard Elected
to Jacob Burns Film Center Board

important voice in our educa-
tional mission. And now, as we
celebrate our 10 year anniver-
sary and continue to plan for
our future, we are thrilled to
have Ronfs passion, humanity
and creativity on our board.o

fiHaving been involved
with the Center for so many
years, | am excited and hon-
ored to join the board,0 said
Howard. il remember years
ago sitting in a room discuss-
ing with Steve and several
faculty members the relevance
of JBFCos approach to educa-
tion given the world we live in
today. | believe in the guiding
principles behind both their
education and ylm programs
and | want to help explore new
partnerships that broaden their
reach.0

In addition to his role on
the board, Howard is a Co-
Chair of JBFCds Tribute to
Steven Spielberg, along with
this wife, Cheryl. Fellow Co-
Chairs include Gerald and Ag-
nes Hassell, and Janet Maslin
and Ben Cheever. The Trib-
ute, which will be held on the
JBFC campus on Saturday,

Academy Award-winning ylmmaker ron Howard

Academy Award-winning ylmmaker Ron

Senator Oppenheimer
Celebrates Marriage Equality

Chris Fraley and Victor Self share in the joy of their recent marriage with
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer (center) and their 17-month-old daughter, Coco

Marking the historic passage of the mar-
riage equality law, Senator Suzi Oppenheimer
was honored to attend the recent wedding of
Chris Fraley and Victor Self. Surrounded by
family and friends, Fraley and Self exchanged
vows in Rye, becoming one of the yrst couples
in Westchester County to marry under the new
law.

fil am delighted that Victor and Chris in-
vited me to share in this joyous occasion, and
10m so proud to have played a part in helping
to make this day possible,0 said Oppenheimer,
who has long supported marriage equality for all
New Yorkers. fil wish them a lifetime of happi-
ness together and with their beautiful daughter
Coco.0

Howard has been elected to the Board of Direc-
tors of the Jacob Burns Film Center (JBFC), a
non-proyt institution with a dual mission of in-
dependent yIm exhibition and 21st century edu-
cation.

fiRon has been a member of the JBFC
since the very beginning,0 said JBFC Founder
and Executive Director Steve Apkon. fiHe was
the recipient of our yrst Vision Award in 2005,
has delighted our audiences through Q&As fol-
lowing screenings of his ylms and has been an

September 17, will beneyt the JBFCds education
and outreach programs.

Howard is one of this generationds most
popular directors. From the critically acclaimed
dramas AA Beautiful Mindo and fiApollo 130 to
the hit comedies fiParenthoodo and fiSplash,0 he
has created some of Hollywoodds most memo-
rable ylms.

To learn more about the Jacob Burns Film
Center and Media Arts Lab, visit www.burns
ylmcenter.org.
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New O cers of
Larchmont Womans Club

Larchmont Womanis Club President Lynn Kotzen (left) welcomes yve new ofycers to her
executive board for the 2011-2012 club year. Installed at a recent luncheon at the Davenport
Club in New Rochelle are (I to r) Director of Personnel Judy Kenny, Treasurer Barbara Barber,
Recording Secretary Sheelah Mohan, Past President Advisor Joanne Schriver and First Vice
President Linda Lamb. Director of Philanthropy Mary Lee Berridge was absent. Each will
serve two years on the 12-person board. Half the board is replaced each year.

For more information about the club, visit www.WomansClubofLarchmont.org.
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Mastercard Interns and Employees holding proclamation from Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone for their work with Habitat for Humanity Westchester in rebuilding a home.
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Burke Rehabilitation Hospital s
Wheelchair Games September 24

The Burke Rehabilitation Hospital will
host its 32nd Wheelchair Games on Saturday,
September 24, 2011 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
event will be held on Burkeds main campus,
785 Mamaroneck Avenue in White Plains.
The sporting event permits disabled persons
to excel physically in a variety of track, yeld
and table tennis events. Known for therapeutic
beneyts, wheelchair sports also build strength,
coordination, endurance and self-conydence.
According to event co-chair, Tracey Bogart,
AOver the years, the wheelchair games have
become a tradition for wheelchair athletes
from the tri-state area and Burke is proud to
be the host for all these years,0 she stated.
AAdditionally, members of the community are
invited to attend to cheer on the athletes, par-
ticipate in the festivities and enjoy the sense
of community the games create for all who at-
tend,0 she added.

More than 70 athletes are expected to
compete. Participants are grouped into four
classes according to age and ability - a future
division for children ages six and younger; a
junior division that covers ages seven through
21; the adult division for ages 22 to 39; and
the master division for those over 40. Helmets
are required for track and slalom events. Field
events include club, softball, javelin, shot put,

and discus. Track includes 20, 40, 60, 100,
400, 800, and 1,500 meter races and the sla-
lom, an obstacle course. Table tennis is also
featured at the games.

The $25 registration fee for athletes in-
cludes lunch. (Note: The registration fee for
registrations received before September 1st
is only $20.) Financial assistance is available
for athletes who cannot afford the registration
fee so all are encouraged to participate in this
event, regardless of their ability to pay. Ad-
mission is free for spectators and the general
public. The Wheelchair Games also features
carnival games, live entertainment and rafpes.
The Games start promptly at 9:00 a.m. Reg-
istration begins at 8:30 a.m. and athletes who
have not participated before are asked to arrive
thirty minutes prior to their scheduled event
for classiycation.

For additional information and registra-
tion, call the Burke Wheelchair Games 2011
hotline, (914) 597-2850, or visit www.burke.
org. For those who would like to sponsor an
athlete or donate to the games, please call
Burkeds Chief Development Ofycer, Jenny
Lewis at (914) 597-2348. If you would like to
volunteer your time and assist the day of the
games, please contact Sandra Alexandrou at
(914) 597-2581.

From Mayor Joan Walsh:
Regarding FIOS In Harrison

Every three or four weeks,
I get an e-mail asking why we
dondt have FiOS in Harrison.
The truth is as follows:

Regardless of what you
hear from \erizon, it is not
Harrison ofycials who are re-
fusing to allow FiOS to come
to Harrison. Rather, it is Veri-
zon who backed-out of a Fran-
chise Agreement and has since
continued to refuse to hold
talks on the NYS-required
agreement.

Their advertising people
know it is not available here.
I can only assume that they believe that their
ad campaigns will put the town in a position
whereby we have to agree to any kind of an
agreement with them in order to satisfy our
residents. We are always open to talks, but they
seem to prefer to fipitcho their services through
the media rather than to open discussions with
the town. So & stalemate.

A bit of history; in 2008, | asked Deputy
Town Attorney Bob Paladino to negotiate with
both Cablevision and Verizon for Franchise
Agreements for CATV service here in Harrison.
At the time, Cablevisonds Franchise was being
continued on a month-to-month basis. Verizon
had just completed installing wiring throughout
the town, except for a few apartment houses.

Both companies agreed to negotiate, with
Verizon saying it had to be a filevel playing
yeld.0 We agreed. Talks were held with both
groups over a period of several months, with
each company fully aware of the discussions
with the other company. Matters went so well
that | scheduled a pubic hearing for a September
2008 Town Board meeting so the board mem-
bers could vote their approval of both agree-
ments. Just about every provision was similar
to agreements with other municipalities, and in
accordance with New York State law.

Then, in late August, Verizon backed out.

Mayor Joan Walsh

They said they did not like
some of the provisions of the
agreemen, and were taking the
issues to Albany. The Cable
Commission in Albany said
that as there were so many
referrals from each company
against the other, they were go-
ing to combine all complaints
and handle it as one matter.

Shortly thereafter, 1 met
with a Verizon representa-
tive who told me that Verizon
was going to concentrate on
completing the fibuild-outso
in communities where they
had Franchise Agreements in place. My point
to them was that they had already done all the
wiring except for one or two apartment houses,
so werendt they losing money by not complet-
ing the deal?

The answer was that it was not complete,
there wasnit a signed agreement and that Har-
rison would have to wait. Then, they withdrew
their application for a Franchise.

That is where it stands now. Harrison
would welcome an application from Verizon.
Right now, Cablevision hasndt any competition
here and that is never good for pricing.

We would welcome Verizonts application
and would be pleased to negotiate a Franchise
Agreement that meets New York regulations.
Do tell that to the next Verizon representative
that calls you & maybe they will listen.

Quality of Life

Congratulations to the 11-year-old boyso
baseball team for winning the District 20
Championship!

Each summer, after the Little League sea-
son ends, our best players form tournament
teams and play against other communities in
areas throughout the state. This month, our
11-year-old boys team, coached by Dawn Hen-
dler, came out on top, winning the District 20
championship.

Send your letters and opinions to us

at dmurphy@rising mediagroup.com

God Bless Joe Acocella Jr.

Joe Acocella, above working on one of his many community causes in Harrison and below,
will be missed.

By Dan Murphy

While the Town of Harrison mourned the
loss of Town Clerk Joe Acocella Jr. last week,
many of us who became friends with Joe over
the years miss him already.
Acocella died on August 8
at the age of 30, and leaves
behind an enduring exam-
ple of living onebs life to
the fullest and never giving
up that we can share with
our children.

Joe Acocella Jr. was
born with Lumbar Sacral
Agenesis, and at the age
of 3 lost both of his legs.
In recent years Joets health
became worse, but he
continued to live his life, a life lived here in
Westchester and Harrison.

After graduating college in 2004, Aco-
cella returned to Westchester, a rarity among
county residents our age. He worked for the
Harrison Police Department and ran and won a
seat on the Harrison School Board, becoming

“| take nothing for
granted. There’s
always somebody
that has it worse off.”
Joe Acocella Jr.
1981-2011

the youngest member.

In 2007 he ran and won election as Har-
rison Town Clerk and became the youngest
clerk elected in the State. He continued his
work as Town Clerk right up until his passing,
and brought the clerkds ofyce into the Inter-
net age, sharing information for the residents
through his many email blasts.

Those who knew Joe realized that he
was a rising star in Westchester politics, and
his passing leaves a void for many of us who
wanted to see how far he could go, and what
he could accomplish. Joe shared the same
concerns that many of us between the ages of
30-45 have about being able to live and raise
a family in the same place where we grew up-
Westchester.

fil am deeply saddened by the death of
my friend, Harrison Town Clerk Joe Acocella.
Despite the many challenges and obstacles in
Joeyéts life, he always smiled and persevered.
He was a dedicated public servant and loved
his community. My heartfelt condolences go
out to his family.o

Acocella was an inspiration to many, in-
cluding children with physical challenges.
Town Board member
Fred Sciliano, said it
best, fiHeds one of the
bravest people that |
know. He really did not
let his disability interfere
with his life. He really
has persevered and ac-
complished quite a bit in
his short life.0

I got to know Joe in
2007 and I will always
remember our chats
about Westchester poli-
tics. In recent years, we both got too busy with
our lives to catch up. For that 16m sorry, but |
take with me a memory of a life lived to the
fullest Ta true Westchester hero.

Acocella is survived by his father, Joseph,
two sisters, Michelle and Laura, and his broth-
er, Anthony. His mother, Marie, died in 1992.

Some area banks undergoing mergers are requiring
their existing customers to reapply for online banking
and Bill Pay. In addition, they are requiring your
checking account have funds on account for up to 5
days BEFORE the bank pays a bill through Bill Pay.

At Community Mutual Savings Bank, our Bill Pay
service does not require funds on account until the day
of bill is paid, leaving your cash - ow uninterrupted.

Open a checking account at Community Mutual
Savings Bank with convenient online banking and Bill
Pay. And discover why at Community Mutual Savings
Bank You re Worth More Here .

. :
Cemmunity
e Mutual

Savings Bank
You're worth more here.

s Your Bank Changing
Again & Holding Your
Money Longer?

BedfordRd. 40Ea




FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2011 - WESTCHESTER’S MOST INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPERS - PAGE 3

Deputy Planning Commissioner
Receives Housing Leadership Award

Norma Drummond,
Westchester Countyls Deputy
Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Planning, has received
the Regional Housing Leader-
ship Award from Hudson Valley
Pattern for Progress for her con-
tributions to affordable housing.
The award recognizes leaders
who have improved the quality
of life in the Hudson Valley by
creating affordable and work-
force housing opportunities.

ly oversees housing and commu-
nity development programs and
projects that improve the quality
of life and physical environment
of Westchester County.
fiNormads leadership at the
state and national level and her
personal dedication and com-
mitment to the cause of afford-
able housing in Westchester will
have a lasting impact on the
quality of life for all residents
for generations to come,0 said

fiWe are proud that Normads
leadership efforts to provide af-
fordable housing in Westchester have received
regional recognition,0 said County Executive
Robert P. Astorino. fiNormads achievement high-
lights the great efforts being made to ensure that
Westchester is affordable for future generations.o

Drummond has been employed with
Westchester County for 25 years. In 2003, she
was appointed to serve as Deputy Commissioner
of the Department of Planning, where she current-

Norma Drummond

Commissioner of Planning Ed-
ward Buroughs.

The housing award was presented as part
of the fiHousing the Hudson Valleyo conference
hosted Monday by Hudson Valley Pattern for
Progress in Poughkeepsie. Hudson Valley Pattern
for Progress is a non-proyt policy, planning, ad-
vocacy and research organization that promotes
regional, balanced and sustainable solutions to
enhance the growth and vitality of the Hudson
Valley region.

ldoni: Foreclosures Remain Stalled

Figures released recently
by the Ofyce of the Westchester
County Clerk show the courts
are not entering judgments
against homeowners in foreclo-
sure.

fiUnfortunately, these yg-
ures are not an indicator of an
improving economy, but instead
another sign that cases have
stalled while lenders scramble
to comply with court rules,0 said
County Clerk Timothy C. Idoni,

ed that they should immediately
contact their bank or lender and
try to enter into a repayment
plan, secure a modiyed loan
through a program such as Mak-
ing Home Affordable (www.
MakingHomeATffordable.gov),
see if they qualify for reynanc-
ing with another lender or try to
sell their home on their own to
avoid foreclosure.

Westchester  Residential
Opportunities (WRO), a non-

who noted that he expects to see
an increase in activity in exist-
ing cases before the year is out.

The ygures for the past decade are:

Filings Judgments

2000 T 2005 (avg. per year) 1,047 395
2006 (actual) 1,546 440
2007 2,166 708
2008 2,206 1,304
2009 3,123 735
2010 2,485 598

2011 (through June 30, 2011) 885 78

As foreclosures recede a bit, it is difycult to
determine whether this is due to a reluctance to
start an action until all paperwork is in order or
because homeowners have been better educated
and are now avoiding legal action.

Homeowners facing foreclosure are remind-

Westchester County Clerk
Timothy Idoni

proyt housing agency with of-
yces in White Plains and Mount
Vernon, conducts Mortgage De-
fault Orientation sessions most Tuesdays in their
White Plains Ofyce. Trained counselors are avail-
able to help at 914-428-4507 or by visiting www.
wroinc.org.

The Westchester County Clerk is the Clerk
for the Supreme Court, where foreclosure actions
are heard. The public can visit the Legal Division,
located at 110 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in
White Plains, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Friday excluding legal hol-
idays, to look up legal records, judgments, liens,
lis pendens and other business records.

For more information on our Legal Divi-
sion, call 914-995-3070 or visit www.westchester
clerk.com.

WMLKIN Honors Dr. King by
Taking Up His Call for Economic Justice

On Sunday, August 28 from 3 to 5 p.m., the
public is invited to join the Westchester Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Institute for Nonviolence
(WMLKIN) to commemorate the dedication of
a much-anticipated new monument to Dr. King
in Washington, DC that weekend. The date also
marks the 48th anniversary of the Civil Rights
Movementgs historic march on Washington.

Public ofycials, activists and youth leaders
will lift up Kingbs insistent call for decent jobs at
fair wages and for public budgets that meet ba-
sic human needs. King increasingly focused on
economic rights and, at the end of his life, was in
Memphis to support striking sanitation workers

as part of the Poor Peopleis Campaign.

Now, in 2011, the WMLKIN calls on our
communities to come together and take up this
struggle against staggering unemployment and
policymakers willing to justify advantages to
the wealthy while removing social supports
from people in need.

Westchester residents will rally at the 20-
foot statue of King at County Courthouse Plaza,
located at 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd in
White Plains. The statue was created by Mt.
Vernon sculptor Milton Sherrill, who has been
invited to be present. For more information, call
WMLKIN at 914-949-6555.

Family-to-Family Announces
Volunteer Events for 9/11 Day of Service

Family-to-Family is a hunger relief orga-
nization that matches each of its donors with a
speciyc family living in profound poverty.

This direct connection between donor and
recipient offers both an experience of giving that
is more hands-on and personal. Each program
donor sponsors fitheird family with a monthly
donation that is used by Family-to-Family to
purchase groceries that cover the last week of
each month when food stamps often run out.
Since its founding in 2002, Family-to-Family
has provided over 1.3 million meals to impov-
erished families in 21 U.S. Communities.

This year, Family-to-Family is organizing
two fido it yourselfo events for the 9/11 Nation-
al Day of Service, which is held on that day.

For the yrst, you are invited to gather your
friends, family, co-workers, etc. and ask them
to help the homeless living in our area by bring-
ing a soft suitcase, duffel bag or large backpack.

Also ask your participants to bring small bot-
tles of shampoo, conditioner, soap, washcloths,
deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste, body
lotions, shaving cream and any other personal
care items you might think of to your event.

The second is fiBirthdays in a Box.0 For
families living in poverty in a homeless shelter,
having a party to celebrate a childds birthday is
next to impossible. But you can change that!
Host a fiBirthdays in a Boxo event at your home
or workplace this year & invite friends, neigh-
bors and colleagues to your event at your home
or workplace asking them to each bring a shoe-
box, cake mix, frosting, a small gift for a child
and an option goody bag.

For more information or to register your
event and link your family to another family in
need, contact Pam Koner at pkoner@family-to-
family.org before you hold your event.

Lowey Announces $965K Grant
for Hudson Valley Veterans

Congresswoman Nita
Lowey recently announced that
the Westchester Community
Opportunity Program (West-
COP) will receive $965,025 in
federal funding to provide sup-
portive services for 1,000 local
veteranst households.

fiThe brave men and wom-
en who have served our coun-
try deserve our thanks, praise
and supportd said Lowey. fil
am pleased WestCOP will

Public Law 110-387 au-
thorized the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) to
develop the new Supportive
Services for Veteran Families
(SSVF) Program. Under the
SSVF Program, VA will award
grants to private non-proyt
organizations and consumer
cooperatives who will provide
supportive services to low-in-
come Veteran families residing
in or transitioning to perma-

receive this federal funding,
enabling the organization to
provide important supportive
services to local veterans.o
fiThese are much needed services for the
community and our neglected population of
veterans and our agency will see that these ser-
vice are provided as quickly as we can,0 said
WestCop Executive Director Winston Ross.

Congresswoman Nita Lowey

nent housing. The grantees will
provide a range of supportive
services designed to promote
housing stability to eligible, very low-income
Veteran families.

Veterans will be eligible for supportive ser-
vices such as health care, daily living, ynancial
planning, transportation and child care services.
For more information, visit www.va.gov.

e Dorf Law

Jon A. Dorf, founder and
managing partner of The Dorf
Law Firm, LLP, along with
Saul O. Leopold, group leader
of the Creditorsé Rights and
Financial Services Litigation
practice area, announced that
Rebecca Sacks-Oppenheim,
Esg., of Stamford, Connecti-
cut, has joined the Creditorsd
Rights group as an Associate
Attorney. Sacks-Oppenheim
reports directly to Leopold.

Firm Expands

es, appeared for court confer-
ences and oral arguments or
motions, analyzed records of
plaintiffs and clients, draftec
status reports to clients anc
researched and organized ma-
terials for use during employ:-
ment and labor Continuing Le-
gal Education.

She also worked as a lega
intern for the New York Attor-
ney General in the Real Estate
Finance Division, where she

Prior to joining The Dorf
Law Firm, Sacks-Oppenheim-
er was an associate at Martin
Clearwater & Bell in New York City in their
Labor & Employment Group. She researched
and drafted motions, conducted plaintiffés de-
positions, interviewed fact and expert witness-

Rebecca Sacks-Oppenheim

reviewed submissions from
parties  requesting  Escrow
Trust Fund Dispute Resolu-
tions and researched and wrote Escrow Trust
Fund Dispute Decisions.

Sacks-Oppenheim is licensed to practice
law in the states of New York and Connecticut.

Free Rabies Clinic in New Rochelle

Free rabies vaccinations will be available
by appointment for dogs, cats and ferrets owned
by Westchester County residents on Sunday,
August 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Stamen

Animal Hospital, located at 61 Quaker Ridge
Road in New Rochelle. For an appointment
call Stamen Animal Hospital at 914-632-1269.

Summertime, and
But Not for

Webve moved into the ynal full month of
summer and, while most of us are planning vaca-
tions or enjoying days at the beach or pool, tens
of thousands of people are worrying where their
next blood donation will come from.

Please dondt forget the ill and injured this
summer & New York Blood Center (NYBC),
serving more than 20 million people in New York
City, Long Island, the Hudson Valley and New
Jersey alone, requires more than 2,000 volunteer
blood donations each day to meet the transfusion
needs of patients in its 200 partner New York and
New Jersey hospitals.

In fact, blood donations are even more need-

the Living Is Easy

ose Who Need Blood

ed during the summer months, as many people
go on vacation and schools, which are signiycan
centers of blood collection, are closed. Dondt for-
get that there are thousands of people in need of
your donation. So do yourself (and many others)
afavor & schedule your blood donation today.

If you cannot donate but still wish to par-
ticipate in bringing crucial blood products tc
patients in need, please ask someone to donate
for you, or consider volunteering at a local blooc
drive.

To donate blood or for information on how
to organize a blood drive, call 800-933-2566 or
visit www.nybloodcenter.org.

Hunting & Trapping
Licenses on Sale

The Ofyce of the Westchester County
Clerk issues licenses for yshing, hunting and
trapping as an agent of the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation.

Hunting and trapping licenses for the

2011-2012 season went on sale on Monday,
August 15 and will be valid from October 1,
2011 through September 30, 2012.

To hunt prior to October 1, a 2010-2011
license is required.

Make climbing stairs easy!
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Call Stannah Stairlifts now for a
FREE SURVEY OF YOUR STAIRS!
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45 Knollwod Rd, EImsford NY 10523

1-888-782-6624

www.StairliftNewYork.com
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In Your Backyard

News from the Hudson

IS, TOO, 1S Westchester

By Eric W. Schoen

At the WWE Wrestling
Smackdown at \Westchester
County Center on July 24,
there were neither metal de-
tectors nor bag checks. But
at Yonkers Public Schools
(YPS) graduations at the
County Center in June, there
were both metal detectors
and bag checks!

This information came
from one of the many readers
who e-mailed me about last
weekds column on security for YPS graduations.
I must admit that | do not know what a WWE
Wrestling Smackdown consists of. It sounds like
something a little more adventurous than a Bar-
ney show or the circus. And my sources tell me
that the County Center was 95 percent full for this
event.

Are the ofycials who run the County Center
saying that YPS graduation attendees are more
dangerous than individuals attending the WWE
Wrestling Smackdown event? By now you real-
ize that | am going to share with you comments
I received in response to last weekés column. Itis
summer time, itds hot, and I promise I will lighten
things up at the end of the column with an inex-
pensive way to cool down.

YPS pays big bucks to use the County Center
for graduations. YPS uses the County Center to
make guests attending the graduations comfort-
able. It also allows graduates to bring as many
guests to the event as they want. It would be nice
to hold the graduations in the respective school
auditoriums, but not all of the auditoriums are air
conditioned, guests would be limited and parking
would be a problem.

I am not a fan of holding graduations on high
school yelds in June, as it can get very hot. My
college graduation took place under a tent on the
Pace University football yeld in Pleasantville. |
will never forget that day. The rain was pouring,
the tent leaked and our shoes and clothes got cov-
ered with mud. Before we went out to Louiefs on
South Broadway to celebrate with delicious Ital-
ian food, we had to go home and change.

I am still waiting for the contract from the
county for use of the County Center for the grad-
uations. | am convinced that our nationds yscal
problems will be solved before | get it. Several
readers asked why | did not request a copy of the
contract from YPS. That would have been too
easy. The county said YPS asked for the security
level they provided, so | wait (not holding my
breath) for the contract.

A reader questioned why, according to the
County Center Web site, security requirements
are determined by the County Center Manager.
Westchester has an excellent County Police De-
partment, and since they are providing the detail it
would make sense that they were involved in the

Eric W. Schoen

planning the security arrange-
ments.

A parent of a student
who graduated at the County
Center thought it was protocol
for all graduations at the facil-
ity to have metal detectors
and bag checks. The parent
suggested a class action law-
suit against the county. But in

a school district with fiyscal
turbulenceo every year, par-
ents are glad to see their chil-
dren get through the system
and graduate.

| received e-mails expressing outrage and
calls from YPS graduates. One individual in fact
graduated close to 40 years ago. iHow dare they
do this,0 and fiwhat they did is so racist,0 are
among the comments | received. fiRacial proyl-
ingd was suggested by another reader. | would
like to think that is not the case, but until someone
explains to the people of Yonkers what went on,
anything is possible.

Speaking of the people of Yonkers, | received
an e-mail from one elected ofycial not happy with
what he read in my column. This elected ofycial
copied local, county and state ofycials on his e-
mail to me. Bottom line is that all the powers that
be have seen my column and are aware of what
took place.

If county ofycials had told me that they do
not discuss security details at events at the County
Center, security at YPS graduations would have
been a non-issue, but the inconsistencies between
the response from the County Police and the
county Web site demand answers.

The buck stops with County Executive Rob
Astorino. He is not to blame for what happened,
but he is the one to determine what went wrong
here and yx it for the future. The people of Yon-
kers, YPS graduates and their families and friends
demand answers and an apology from someone in
county government who made this terrible mis-
take.

| told you | would end on a light note; Ap-
plebees at Cross County Center and on Odell
Avenue offer happy hour specials on drinks and
appetizers and late night happy hour specials. TGI
Fridays, just past the Yonkers border in Scarsdale
(and soon to be open in Cross County Center, as
well) offers half price specials late at night. | am
very impressed with how fast the TGI Fridays is
firisingd at Cross County Center. Dining options
at Cross County are very limited, and TGI Fridays
will be a welcome addition.

So stop at Applebees or TGI Fridays or grab
a Carvel ice cream cone, Ritads Ice on Tuckahoe
Road, McDonaldés milk shake, Starbucks Frappu-
cino, or something else to cool yourself off after
you have read this column. This, too, is Yonkers!

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@aol.
com

Four Banks Fund Financial
Education Program in Westchester

The Financial Education Program, a pro-
gram of United Way of Westchester and Put-
nam, celebrated its 1,000th person who attended
a free workshop on ynancial planning thanks to
the receipt of $49,000 in grant support from four
ynancial institutions.

The Financial Education Programds (FEP)
lead sponsor is Chase, providing $40,000 for
the program this year. Other support was pro-

vided by Citizents Bank, Key Bank and Webster
Bank.

fiAs New Yorkds largest bank, we are com-
mitted to helping consumers manage their y-
nances every day,0 said Bill Dehmer, president
of Chase Commercial Banking in Westchester
and Connecticut. filt is important to support ini-
tiatives like this to help consumers understand
their ynances and achieve their ynancial goals.o

DoubleTree Hosts Special Reception

for ose Wed

As part of a year-long celebration of its 50th
anniversary, The DoubleTree by Hilton-Tarry-
town is inviting couples who have held their
wedding receptions at the hotel since it opened
in 1961 to attend a special event this summer.

On Friday, September 16, the hotel will
hold a special reception, 50 Golden Years of
Weddings, which will feature food, dancing
and photos of the couples when they were mar-
ried. Couples wishing to receive an invitation
should contact the hotel by sending an e-mail
to Michelle Citino at michelle.citino@hilton.
com, indicating name, address, phone number
and the date their wedding reception was held
at the hotel. Participants will be asked to bring a
copy of their wedding invitation or a newspaper
announcement to verify the date. The reception
will be held only for the couples.

The hotel was originally known as the Tar-
rytown Hilton. Over the years, it underwent pe-
riodic expansions including a full renovation in
2007. Its year-long series of golden anniversary
celebrations include numerous parties, special
offers, 1961-themed overnight room packages,
menus and cocktails, as well as opportunities to
win prizes, discounts and much more.

One of the offers is a free yve-night stay at
the luxurious British Colonial Hilton in the Ba-
hamas for couples who book a Platinum or Gold
level reception for 200 or more guests in 2011.

filtés ytting to host this special reception on
the occasion of our hotelés golden anniversary
because of the many couples who celebrated
their very special day here,0 said General Man-
ager Rich Friedman. iJudging by the number of
wedding receptions we book and numerous in-

ere Since 1961

quires we get from newly engaged couples, the
DoubleTree by Hilton-Tarrytown remains one
of the regions most popular wedding venues.o

Mortgage Sale!

Valley Writers Center

s L
ALY

Storyteller Arthur Strimling

On Sunday, August 28, at 4:30 pm, The
Hudson Valley Writersd Center (HVWC) will
present fiFables, Parables & Songs: The Humor
& Wisdom of the Jewish People,0 featuring story-
teller Arthur Strimling, cantor Lisa B. Segal and
klezmer musicians.

Strimling writes and performs Jewish sto-
ries, contemporary midrash (retelling, additions,
or twists on Torah stories) and tales from Congre-
gation/Yahh!, the neo-Hasidic Post Modern-Ortho
Reconstructionist community. He has performed
at the Public Theatre, 92nd St. Y, Jewish Museum,
and synagogues across the U.S. Strimling is the
Founding Artistic Director of Roots&Branches
Intergenerational Theater, co-editor of the forth-
coming fiMitzvah Tales,0 and Maggid HaMakom
(Storyteller in Residence) at Congregation Kolot
Chayeinu in Park Slope, Brooklyn.

Segal is the Music Director, Chazzan and a
founding member of Kolot Chayeinu/Voices of
Our Lives. In addition to her work at Kolot on
the bimah, she has also headlined in three shows

Cantor Lisa B. Segal

entitled iOff The Bimah,0 partnering with a series
of extraordinary artists in evenings of original and
traditional jazz standards and Jewish music with
a twist.

To hear a Jewish story (and song) is to share
the humor and warmth, wisdom and angst, earthi-
ness and spirituality of an ancient and thoroughly
modern, diverse and irrepressible group of people
bearing a most remarkable history.

Fables, Parables & Songs will delight and
enchant all. This is a HYWC special event and
admission is $15. All proceeds are tax-deductible
and will directly beneyt the HYWC. Both events
will take place at the Writerst Center with a recep-
tion to follow.

The HVWC is located at the historic Philipse
Manor Railroad Station, located at 300 River-
side Dr. in Sleepy Hollow. For more information
about The Hudson Valley Writersd Center, and for
an updated schedule of readings, workshops and
events, call 914-332-5953 or visit www.writer-
scenter.org.

Former WestCOP Payroll Clerk
Sentenced to State Prison

Westchester County District Attorney Janet
DiFiore recently announced that Lillian Montilla
of Brooklyn was sentenced to 1 to 3 years indeter-
minate in state prison on a guilty plea to one count
of Grand Larceny in the Second Degree, a class
fiCo Felony, relating to the theft of $191,235.05
from her former employer.

Between January 8, 2009 and July 23, 2010,
44-year-old Montilla, who was a payroll assistant
for Westchester Community Opportunity Program
(WestCOP) admitted she stole the money by cash-
ing checks made payable to former employees of
the private, non-proyt social service agency hased
in Greenburgh. A restitution judgment order in the
amount of $191,235.05 was entered by the Court.

The scheme came to light when a former
WestCOP employee contacted the organization

stating he had received a W-2 statement for 2009
earnings, yet he was not employed by WestCOP
during that time. Greenburgh Police were con-
tacted and began an investigation in late July 2010
during which two other defendants were also ar-
rested.

Keronde Banks of Greenburgh and Crystal
Kennie of White Plains both pled guilty to one
count each of Petit Larceny, a class AA0 Misde-
meanor, and will be sentenced in Greenburgh
Town Court on August 12.

Banks stole $4,122.42 and Kennie $3,841.26.
Both are former WestCOP employees who cashed
paychecks and kept the proceeds.

Assistant District Attorney Gwendolyn Galef,
Chief of the Economic Crimes Bureau, prosecuted
the case.

Americans Oppose Light Bulb Ban

A recent poll released by the free enterprise
group Americans for Limited Government showed
the potency of the light bulb ban issue amongst
both core republican and independent likely vot-
ers.

Conducted by Pulse Opinion Research, the
survey showed that 46 percent of likely voters
were aware that Congress had banned traditional
light bulbs beginning in 2012 and 58 percent re-
spondents opposed banning the bulbs.

The issue would repeal mandates in legisla-
tion passed by Congress and signed into law by
President George W. Bush in 2007, which had the
effect of banning the domestic production and sale
of the incandescent light bulb in favor of puores-
cent bulbs.

Controversy over the ban has intensiyed
across the nation, with Texas Governor Rick Perry
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signing a state law that allows incandescent bulbs
to be manufactured in the state for sale only in the
state. Similar legislation is also pending in South
Carolina, where it has passed one house of the leg-
islature.

Bill Wilson, president of Americans for Lim-
ited Government, called repealing the light bulb
ban, fia big political winner for elected ofycials
like Governor Perry with 72 percent of self-de-
scribed republican voters and 57 percent of the in-
dependent voters opposing the ban.o Forty percent
of respondents indicated that they would be less
likely to vote for a politician who supported the
light bulb ban.

The U.S. House of Representatives is expect-
ed to take up the ban next week when they consider
HR 2417, iThe BULB Act.0 | think they voted al-
ready need to put a note
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HBMS Hosts Open House for
New Program for Older Adults

Hoff-Barthelson Music School (HBMS) in-
vites older adults to attend an Open House for its
new ElderRhythmics class, the yrst of its kind in
Westchester County, on Friday, September 9 at
2:15 p.m. The class begins on Friday, September
16 at 1:30 pm and will run for 14 weeks.

Dalcroze Eurhythmics is an approach to
music and movement that encourages learn-
ing through active participation. Exercises and
games, originally designed for young children
but of equal value for adults, involve singing,
movement and improvisation in a relaxed set-
ting, often with the fun and excitement engen-
dered by the use of small percussion instru-
ments, hoops, balls and scarves. This approach
to learning music concepts through movement
has been extended into an original offering at
HBMS: ElderRhythmics: Dalcroze for the Older
Adult.

Participants in the HBMS ElderRhythmics
class will experience the pleasure of moving
with music in a warm and inviting group setting
while exploring music concepts and exercising
skills in balance and gait. Research indicates
that eurhythmics classes for the older adult may
improve focus, conydence in movement and of-
fer a greater sense of well-being.

The HBMS, one of Westchester Countyts
most cherished and active cultural resources, has
achieved national recognition as a premier com-
munity music school for its unsurpassed leader-
ship in education, performance and outreach for
more than half a century.

HBMS is located at 25 School Lane in
Scarsdale. For more information or to register
for this or other programs, including those for
children, call 914-723-1169, e-mail hb@hbms.
org or visit www.hbms.org.

Legislature Authorizes SUNY Purchase
to Build Senior Learning Community

Senator Suzi Oppenheimer is pleased to
announce legislative passage of her bill, S.
1846A, which would allow SUNY Purchase
to lease land for the development of a senior
residential learning center on campus. The
senior facility would be operated by the Pur-
chase College Advancement Corporation, a
non-proyt corporation.

University ofycials and interested seniors
have long advocated for a residential learning
community for seniors and sought legislators
help in approving this public-private partner-
ship.

fiwe are extremely grateful to Senator
Oppenheimer and the NY'S Senate for passage
of the bill, which will provide for the ability of
Purchase College to ynally begin to develop
a senior learning community,0 said SUNY
Purchase President Thomas Schwartz. fiThis
is a win-win for our students, faculty and the
community.o

At least 20 percent of the residential units
in the senior learning community would be
reserved for low income tenants. \Westchester
County residents would be given priority for
50 percent of those affordable housing units.

fiThis legislation is long overdue,0 said
Oppenheimer. fiNot only does it provide the
University with much needed revenue for
student tuition assistance, but it allows senior
residents convenient access to classes and the
many theatrical and cultural events on cam-
pus for which the University is renowned.
Students of all ages will beneyt from the
multigenerational perspective that this unique
learning community will foster.0

The bill mandates that 75 percent of
the revenue generated by the senior learning
community be used to provide ynancial aid to
students eligible for tuition assistance. The re-
maining 25 percent would support additional
full-time faculty positions.

Finally, the legislation further directs
SUNY trustees to designate and maintain a
minimum of 80 acres of campus property for
permanent preservation as open space lands.

Oppenheimerts bill passed the Senate
on June 16. A companion measure, A.340A,
sponsored by Assemblywoman Amy Paulin,
passed the Assembly on June 15. The measure
will now be delivered to Governor Andrew
Cuomo for his consideration.

“G REAT' A KNOCKOUT!”-The New York Times

vVoca

EOPLE

The musical comedy sensation that’s out of this world

“MARVEL AT THEIR SHEER TALENT!”

- Metro

MIO00000ONOOD000O00I0000DWestside Theatre, 407 W 43rd St
VocaPeopleNYC.com & & @& &

- TheaterMania

“THRILLING!”

“IMPRESSIVE!”

- Time Out New York

Seeing is believing

Advertise on our Seniors

and Health Care Page.
Call today! 914-965-4000

Social Security Column:
Make Sure You Get the Right Amount

By Susan Sobel, Social Security District
Manager in Yonkers

At Social Security, our goal is to make sure
you are paid the correct amount, on time, every
month.

Some things have made that job easier over
our more than 70 years of paying beneyts, such
as direct deposit and electronic application sys-
tems. But some of the factors that determine
your payment amount still depend on good old
fashioned human intervention. And in some cas-
es, getting the correct payment amount depends
on you.

You certainly dondt want to be paid less
than youbre entitled to receive. But what can
be even more difycult, in the long run, is to be
overpaid, in which case youdll probably have to
pay us back, cutting your payment down each
month until the debt is repaid.

What can cause an overpayment? Some-
times an overpayment (or even an underpay-
ment) occurs because the person receiving ben-
eyts did not report a change to us.

For example, if you receive Social Security
retirement or survivors beneyts and are under
your full retirement age and working, we usu-
ally ask you to estimate your earnings for the
year. If you realize your earnings will be higher
or lower than you estimated, let us know as soon

as possible so we can adjust your beneyts.

If you receive Social Security disability
beneyts, you should tell us if you take a job or
become self-employed, no matter how little you
earn. You also need to report if you begin receiv-
ing or have a change in any workerds compensa-
tion or other public disability beneyts 6 or if
your disabling condition improves.

If you receive SSI, you need to report any
changes that can increase or reduce the amount
of your beneyt, such as changes in address (even
if you get electronic payments), changes in liv-
ing arrangements, income, or increased savings
that inch over the resource limit ($2,000 for an
individual, $3,000 for a couple). Any changes in
your living arrangements, income, or resources
could change your SSI payment amount.

Learn more about the kinds of things you
need to report when you receive Social Security
retirement and survivors, read about reporting
responsibilities for people receiving Social Se-
curity disability beneyts, learn all about the sorts
of things to report when you receive SSI of, or
learn what to do if youdre overpaid at www.so
cialsecurity.gov/pubs.

With your help and by diligently reporting
any applicable changes, wedll achieve a goal we
can all agree on; paying you the right amount,
on time, every month.

Can Diet Soda Make You Fat?

(StatePoint)

Diet soda may not be a good weapon in
the battle of your bulge, so says two new stud-
ies that indicate that diet soda may contribute to
larger waistlines and even to diabetes.

Two studies presented at a recent confer-
ence held by the American Diabetes Association
indicate that diet soda may be free of calories

but not of consequences.

Epidemiologists from the School of Medi-
cine at The University of Texas reported data
showing diet soda consumption is associated
with increased waist circumference in humans
and a second study found aspartame raised
blood sugar in diabetes-prone mice.

Beat
(StatePoint)

Summer can get hot, plain and simple.
Thankfully, there are several easy ways to keep
your cool.

For starters, drink more puids than usual,
unless you are on a low-puid diet. Dondt just
wait until you are thirsty and avoid drinks with
caffeine, alcohol or large amounts of sugar.

e Heat

These may actually cause you to lose puid.
Take a cool shower or bath or use cool, wet
towels. If you must go out, wear light-colored,
loose ytting clothing.
Avoid using your oven and eating heavy
meals, and keep your lights off or turned down.
Above all, take it easy and stay in air-con-
ditioned places whenever possible.

medical center.

Today, Saint Josephs o ers:

E A Hospital-based Nursing Home

E A Designated Stroke Center

E Oncology Services

E Pain Management

E Comprehensive Mental Health Services
E A Family Health Center to provide a ordable primary care

Since its founding by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul in 1888, Saint
Josephs Medical Center has been meeting the health care needs of Yonkers and
surrounding communities. Located in Southwest Yonkers, Saint Joseph's Medical
Center consists of a 194-bed acute care teaching hospital and a 200-bed nursing
home and features comprehensive out-patient programs. It is also a sponsor of low-
income senior housing for frail elderly.

In response to new developments in medicine and the needs of the community,
Saint Josephs has grown dramatically over the years into a modern, progressive

E An expanded Ambulatory Surgery Center
E On-site 64 slice spiral CT Scanner and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
E Dedicated hospital-based Inpatient Renal Dialysis Services

E One of the busiest Emergency Services in Westchester County

E Geriatrics Services and 165 units of Senior Housing

E A State-of-the-art Department of Surgery for ambulatory, laser and laparoscopic
surgery, micro-neurosurgery for back and neck compression pain, and Holmium
laser and lithotripsy for treating kidney stones

E  eonly accredited Family Medicine Residency Program in Westchester

E Highly advanced diagnostic services, including Cardiology, Radiology and Labo-
ratories, as well as a full range of rehabilitative therapies

E Womens Health Services, including accredited low-dose mammography

E Patient Representatives and Pastoral Care for spiritual and emotional support

For more information, call 914-378-7000
or visit www.saintjosephs.org.

Saint Joseph’s Medical Center
127 South Broadway E Yonkers, New York 10701






