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Eastchester Supervisor Anthony S. Colavi-
ta announced his bid for re-election as together 
with Councilmen Glenn Bellitto and Joseph 
Dooley, Town Clerk Linda Doherty, Receiver of 
Taxes Rocco Cacciola, Town Justices Domenick 
Porco and Janet Calano and County Legislator 
Sheila Marcotte.

Colavita recited an extensive list of accom-
plishments and delineated the ticket’s vision for 
the future of the town and its two villages. He 
cited an excellent tax record despite sky rocket-
ing mandates and plummeting revenues.

ñMany elected ofýcials would be satis-
ýed with the record of accomplishments that 
we have established, but that has never been 
our way,” Colavita said. “We will continue to 

make Eastchester better together as our commu-
nity progresses. Tough economic times call for 
competent leadership and that is exactly what 
this ticket will provide the good citizens of East-
chester, Bronxville and Tuckahoe.”

Bellitto focused on his accomplishments as 
a Town Board member and leader in our com-
munity. He pledged to continue his hard work 
and determination to make Eastchester even bet-
ter.

“I want to do my part to maintain and en-
hance the quality of life in Eastchester, Bronx-
ville and Tuckahoe, while keeping taxes down,” 
said Bellitto. “We need to continue to look at 
ways for our three communities to share expens-

By Michael Molinelli, AIA NCARB LEED
There are so many beautiful churches in 

Westchester County that I could easily pick a 
town and a denomination at random and write 
about it. So I did.

Saint Thomas Episcopal Church, the oldest 
church in Mamaroneck, stands on a hill over-
looking the harbor. St. Thomas was incorpo-
rated in 1814 and, by 1823, the ýrst church was 
built there. The current church was completed 
in 1886. It was designed by Bassett Jones and 
replicates an Anglican Church in Hampshire 
County, England.

The church in England, St John the Evan-
gelist in West Meon, was only built in 1843, so 
both are Gothic Revivals. It was often the cus-
tom for churches in the new world to emulate 

old world churches. even if they were removed 
by 4,000 miles or 1,000 years (or sometimes, ap-
parently, signiýcantly fewer years.) It gave our 
holy places instantaneous sanctity. It showed 
that our faiths have a history even if our church 
buildings were new.

In Europe and the Middle East, churches 
were often built on the site of some holy occur-
rence — sacred ground. The Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher is believed to be on the site of Jesus’ 
tomb. The church of Saint Denis in Paris is said 
to be the location where martyred Saint Dennis 
fell after carrying his decapitated head for many 
miles. Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome is on the 
site of St. Peter’s tomb. (Actually Rome doesn’t 
need a good reason to build a church — there are 

With stacks of books in their arms, crisp 
new reading logs and crafts they had just cre-
ated, hundreds of children left the New Rochelle 
Public Library’s Summer Reading Kick-off Par-
ty on Saturday, June 25, prepared for a summer 
of discovery and fun.

The annual event, designed to raise the level 
of enthusiasm for a summer of reading pleasure, 
featured a lively performance of music, move-
ment and song with popular children’s enter-
tainer Louie Miranda and creative projects. This 
year, 10 organizations serving preschool chil-
dren and their families also joined the Kick-off 
Party to promote Born Learning, a public educa-
tion campaign that helps parents, grandparents 

and caregivers explore ways to turn everyday 
moments into fun learning opportunities. 

A full slate of free workshops such, as na-
ture, chess, calligraphy, yoga and crafts, as well 
as ýlms, visits from live animals, music and 
dance, is being offered at the main library and 
Huguenot Children’s Library. For the full list-
ing, visit www.norl.org.

The Summer Reading Kick-off party was 
sponsored by the Friends of the New Rochelle 
Public Library and the New Rochelle Down-
town Business Improvement District (BID). 
Born Learning is an initiative of United Way of 
Westchester and Putnam. 

By Dan Murphy
Governor Andrew Cuomo chose 

Westchester County as the location to sign leg-
islation passed in Albany to set a property tax 
cap of two percent on local governments and 
school districts.

Cuomo signed the property tax cap at the 
home of Russell and Tara Klein in Pleasantville. 
Like many taxpayers in Westchester County, 
the Kleins, parents of four children, have made 
sacriýces to afford the stateôs skyrocketing 

Let the Campaign Begin!

Westchester Churches:  
Mamaroneck

Westchester Kids Enjoy  
Summer Reading

Governor Comes to Westchester
To Sign 2% Property Tax Cap

L to r: Eastchester Town Councilmen Glenn Bellitto and Joseph Dooley, Town Clerk Linda 
Doherty, Town Supervisor Anthony S. Colavita, Town Justices Janet Calano and Domenick 

Porco, Receiver of Taxes Rocco Cacciola and County Legislator Sheila Marcotte

Saint Thomas Episcopal Church

Two Summer Reading Kick-off Party participants with their crafts

L to r: Assemblymembers Mike Spano, Sandra Galef, Robert J. Castelli
and Dr. Steve Katz and State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins join

Governor Andrew Cuomo (seated) for a ceremonial bill signing of the
2 percent property tax cap law outside the Klein home in Pleasantville

Continued on Page 7
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More than 100 guests gathered at a private 
home on Thursday, June 16 to celebrate UJA-Fed-
eration of New York’s Scarsdale community, its 
contributions to the organization’s 2011 Annual 
Campaign and the vital work of UJA-Federation.

UJA-Federation raises funds that sustain the 
activities of more than 100 health, human-service, 
educational and community-building agencies. 
These community-based organizations provide 

L to r: Caryl Orlando, Robin Silk, Pam Frankel-Stein,
Rochelle Waldman, Loryn Kass and Stephanie Hurwitz

UJA-Federation of NY�s Scarsdale
Campaign Celebrates Success

Continued on Page 7



Intuitively, everyone knows that parks en-
rich our communities and have a positive impact 
on our lives. The question no one seems to be 
able to answer is, what is the value of the eco-
nomic beneýts that parks provide?

In an effort to answer the question, Friends 

of Westchester County Parks (FWCP) an-
nounced that it has commissioned an Economic 
Impact Study which will outline the economic 
beneýts generated by the countyôs parks. As 
part of its mission to secure adequate funding 
for Westchester’s award-winning park system, 
FWPC has retained Indianapolis-based PROS 
Consulting to conduct the study.

“With park budgets across the nation 
shrinking, the time is right for us to evaluate the 
economic impact and value of our parks,” said 
FWCP Board Chair Elizabeth Bracken-Thomp-
son. “The study should provide valuable data as 
future budgets for the county’s parks system are 
formulated.”

PROS Consulting is charged with deter-
mining the economic and ýscal impacts gener-
ated by the diverse offerings of the parks oper-
ated by the Westchester County Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation. Two other 
properties owned by the department — Playland 
Park and the County Center — are the subjects 
of separate studies.

The study will culminate with a ýnal report 
submitted by PROS no later than November 15. 
Some of the speciýc components to be included 
in the report are:

· Valuation of the open space and parks;
· Valuation of services — roads, sanitation, 

etc — if park lands were developed;
· Estimates of visitor expenditures appli-

cable to county parks;
Ā Estimates of the economic beneýts in 

terms of health care avoidance;
Ā Cost savings related to beneýts of envi-

ronmental controls; and
· Impact of parks on businesses’ decisions 

to relocate/remain in Westchester.
FWPC is the only organization dedicat-

ed exclusively to promoting and supporting 
Westchester County parks. FPWC, which is 
governed by a Board of Trustees, secures and 
administers private funds that support the mis-
sion of the Westchester County Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Conservation. Funds 
raised through membership fees and donations 
are used for the sole beneýt of Westchesterôs 
parks. All donations are tax deductible.

For more information, visit www.friendsof 
westchesterparks.com

By Paul Bookbinder, M.I.D., 
C.R.

No, I’m not talking about 
the recent developments in 
Pakistan with Public Enemy 
#1 (although that was impres-
sive). Iôm talking about man-
ufacturing quality cabinets 
in the good old USA at more 
competitive pricing while still 
managing to pay the workers 
who fabricate them a living 
wage! Liz and I just got back 
from the great, annual Nation-
al Kitchen and Bath Industry Show (KBIS) and 
I’ve got encouraging news for everyone who 
is interested in purchasing new cabinets in the 
near future.

First, the (not so great) show: after a three 
hour delay at JFK (due to fog, late passengers 
and a broken part) we ýnally arrived in Las Ve-
gas at 4 a.m. only to ýnd that the thing that gets 
you off the plane was not working. The pilot 
apologized for what seemed the 1,000th time 
and, 30 minutes later, they opened the door.

The next day, we went to a show that was 
much smaller than in years past, with many of 
the major vendors not represented. But even 
more distressing was the fact that it seemed like 
every other booth was selling imported prod-
ucts from that big country in the far east. We 
were not happy. However, we found some re-
cent developments in the U.S. that is restoring 
our faith in our great country. After all, if we all 
start buying products made in America, maybe 
we can beat this great recession, instead of giv-
ing our hard earned money to other countries. 

Although Designer’s Choice Cabinetry 
from Florida has been around forever, they re-
cently revamped their ýnishing department to 
provide beautiful stains on their economical 
Presidential line. The Presidential line is a very 
competitive, all wood, framed cabinet that not 
only looks terriýc; it is priced to compete with 
the imports. These are semi-custom cabinets, 
which means you can select from the standard 
sizes or order customized sizes on a limited ba-
sis. However, a creative design/build ýrm can 

often fool semi-custom cabi-
nets into looking almost like 
their more expensive cousins.

If you want to go with 
custom cabinets, Mouser Cus-
tom Cabinetry from Kentucky 
is introducing a new line of 
cabinets called Centra. Mous-
er, already a very price friend-
ly custom manufacturer, is 
offering this semi-custom line 
at about 20 percent less than 
their standard offering. What’s 
really great is that if you need 

a couple of custom cabinets, they will combine 
the order from both lines, saving you a bundle. 
Made right here in the USA!

Even more exciting is the Exec-Cabinet 
line which is now offering full green (eco-
friendly, not the color) frameless cabinets at no 
additional cost! Finally, a manufacturer is offer-
ing an environmentally sound cabinet that has 
no formaldehyde or volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) at the price of a traditional cabinet. 
Now you don’t have to pay an arm and a leg to 
help save the environment. These cabinets are 
also particularly suitable for people with health 
issues, because they have no harmful emissions. 
As with Mouser, these cabinets come with a 
(limited) life-time warranty.

From what we saw at the show, it seems 
like the American cabinet industry has heard the 
cries of the people and is ýnally coming around 
and responding to their needs and desires.

Sure, it would have been better had they 
done this years ago, but, better late than never! 
Keep up the good work, America!

Paul Bookbinder, m.i.d., c.r., is president 
of DreamWork Kitchens, Inc. located in Ma-
maroneck. A Master of Design (Pratt Institute), 
and E.P.A. Certiýed Remodeler, he is an advisor 
for Kitchen & Bath Design News. A member of 
the Advisory Panel of Professional Remodeler 
magazine and the National Kitchen and Bath 
Association, he can be reached for questions 
at 914-777-0437 or www.dreamworkkitchens.
com. 

You don’t have to travel far to reach the 
home of everyone’s favorite bear when the sum-
mer movie series presents “Yogi Bear” (2010-
PG) on Wednesday, July 27, at Glen Island Park 

in New Rochelle.
The movie is the third in the 

summer Family Film Frenzy series 
of after-hours movies at county 
parks this summer. You can pur-
chase food from the concessions 
stand or bring in your own picnic. 
All food and cooler guidelines for 
regular pool and beach hours ap-
ply. No swimming is permitted 
during the party at Glen Island.

The party begins at 7 p.m. 
and the movie begins at sundown. 
Bring blankets and chairs for seat-
ing. Rain date is Wednesday, July 
28. Admission is $5 per person, 
free for children under 5. Admis-
sion includes the movie only. A 
Westchester County Park Pass is 
not required for admission to the 
party. Admission wristbands go 
on sale at the park on the day of 
the event and will be sold on a 
ýrst-come, ýrst-served basis while 
supplies last.

The series concludes with 
ñToy Story 3ò (2010-G) on Tues-
day, August 2 (rain date: August 
3), at Saxon Woods Pool in White 
Plains. Family Film Frenzy is 
sponsored by Westchester County 
Parks.

For more information, visit www.
westchestergov.com/parks or call 914-864-
PARK (7275).

Grand Prix New York (GPNY), the 
county’s largest indoor recreational kart 
racing facility and entertainment venue, 
has announced the return of renowned 
restaurateur Lance Root of Bedford to its 
in-house restaurant and bar, FUEL. Root 
is also the owner and operator of Route 
22 Restaurant in Armonk, founded in 
2000.

Root is working to completely re-
vamp the restaurant’s current drink offer-
ings, with new options for cocktails, fro-
zen drinks, wine and martini’s. A selection 
of new food items will also be sprinkled 
throughout FUEL’s signature favorites. 
The new menu will debut in July.

“I’m thrilled to be back on board 
with GPNY during this exciting transi-
tion,” said Root.

Grand Prix New York is located at 
333 North Bedford Rd. in Mount Kisco. 
For more information about dining at 
FUEL or racing at GPNY, call 914-241-
3131 or visit www.gpny.com.
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to �Jellystone Park�

Paul Bookbinder, M.I.D., C.R.

Combe employees donated their time to help refurbish Camp Combe YMCA

Combe, Inc. employees pitched in to help 
refurbish the local Camp Combe YMCA in 
Putnam Valley in preparation for the upcoming 
summer programs for children. Chris Combe, 
President of Combe, Inc., gave his employees 
the day off on Tuesday, May 24 to help paint, 
organize, build, refurbish and clean the camp in 
order to prepare for the upcoming season.

Camp Combe YMCA serves the central and 
northern Westchester area and is located at 684 
Peekskill Hollow Rd. in Putnam Valley. Camp 
Combe YMCA will host roughly 800 kids this 
summer through its summer camp program at 
six camp locations. Additionally, Camp Combe 
YMCA provides childcare for pre-schoolers, af-
ter school programs and leadership training and 
college preparation programs for older youths.

Combe Director of Administration Joy 
Ovadek was involved with organizing the lunch 
for the clean up.

ñNot only was it a day ýlled with lots of 
hard work, laughter and fun, but it was also a 
great day for the Combe, Inc. employees to 
shine while pitching in to make a big difference 
for the kids this summer,” said Ovadek. “I’d also 
like to give a special shout-out to Panera Bread’s 
Yorktown Heights Café, which prepared a deli-
cious catered lunch for the employees who vol-
unteered.”

“We are happy to have been involved with 
Camp Combe’s clean-up event as they make 
such a difference in the lives of the local youth 
in our community,” said Tony Diaz, operations 
partner for Take Home the Bread, LLC. 

Combe Employees & Panera Bread�s 
E�orts Shine Bright at YMCA

Lance Root at Grand Prix New York’s  
FUEL restaurant and bar



property taxes.
Russell is a small 

business owner. They 
pay more than $16,000 
annually in property 
taxes — more than four 
times the median prop-
erty tax bill in New York 
State. This law will pro-
vide meaningful tax re-
lief to the Klein family 
and other homeowners 
across New York.

“We are beginning 
a new era in which New 
York will no longer be 
the tax capital of the na-
tion,” Cuomo said. “For 
too long, New Yorkers 
across the state have been forced to deal with 
back-breaking property taxes and this tax cap 
will ý nally bring some relief and help keep 
families and businesses in New York.”

Taxpayers in Westchester County, like the 
Kleins, pay the second highest property taxes 
in the nation, with a median property tax bill 
of $8,474 per household. In comparison, the 
median U.S. property tax bill is $1,917 while, 
in New York, the median property tax bill is 
$3,755.

Under the new law, property tax increases 
will be capped at two percent or the rate of in-
þ ation, whichever is less. Local communities 
and local voters could override the cap with a 
60 percent vote on the budget for school boards 
or relevant legislative bodies.

Westchester County Executive Robert As-
torino said that, “Governor Cuomo has come 
to Pleasantville to sign a measure that impacts 
everyone in Westchester County: his property 
tax cap is a good ý rst step. I applaud Governor 
Cuomo for recognizing tax relief as a priority. 
I look forward to working with his administra-
tion to further address the needs of Westchester 

County residents and business owners.”
Assemblyman Robert Castelli said, “The 

enactment of a property-tax cap is good news 
for homeowners and small business job cre-

ators and represents a 
historic moment in the 
ý ght to reduce the high-
est property taxes in the 
United States. I applaud 
Governor Cuomo for his 
leadership in helping to 
pass this important pro-
taxpayer legislation and 
for his efforts in shep-
herding this bill through 
the Legislature. This is 
a truly momentous oc-
casion for the Empire 
State’s homeowners and 
represents an important 
victory for overburdened 
taxpayers.”

2% Property Tax Cap
Continued from Page 1
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In Your Backyard

Sister City Presents 
�Remembering La Rochelle�

In celebration of New Rochelle’s founding 
by the Huguenots more than 320 years ago, the 
New Rochelle Sister City Committee (NRSCC) 
is proud to present “Remembering La Rochelle” 
week, from now until July 14.

This year’s musical and cultural program 
includes a three-day New Rochelle Jazz Festi-
val, Jazz in July, from July 8 to 10, a special eve-
ning jazz program at Scarsdale’s Chase Park on 

July 11 and the July 14 Bastille 
Day ceremony.

On Friday, July 8, several 
musical groups will be playing 
in Lawton Street area businesses 
from 7 to 11 p.m. On Saturday 
and Sunday, July 9 and 10, from 
1 to 9 p.m., jazz groups will be 
playing on Library Green. Head-
liners include award winner Bob 
Baldwin, drummer Brian Carter, 
saxophonist Zack Lipton and 
Malo Mazurié, La Rochelle’s 
outstanding, 20-year old trumpet 
player, making his second visit. 
Both Carter and Lipton have been 
music ambassadors to jazz festi-
vals in La Rochelle, France.

On Thursday, July 14 at 10 
a.m. Bastille Day, France’s na-
tional holiday, will be celebrated 
in front of City Hall. The event 
features raising the þ ag of France, 
singing the “Marseillaise” and 
a brief talk on “Hero of Two 
Worlds: the Marquis de Lafay-
ette and the French Revolution,” 
by Professor Michael Hughes of 
Iona College. Light refreshments 
will be served. Huguenot descen-
dants are especially welcome and 
will be asked to proudly announce 
their Huguenot family name.

“This is an opportunity to 
remember our La Rochelle Huguenot founders, 
celebrate democracy and to recognize some ex-
cellent musical talent,” said NRSCC Convener 
Peter Korn.

The Sister City Committee welcomes inter-
est in its activities. For more information, con-
tact Korn at sistercitynr@gmail.com.

Rye City Lions Club Secretary/Treasurer 
David Heller congratulates Club President Rob-
ert van der Wateren on his receiving the Robert 
J. Uplinger Distinguished Service Award in ap-
preciation for long and devoted service to the 
Lions Club.

The Lions Club, which is the oldest active 
service organization in Rye, meets every Thurs-
day for lunch from September through June at 
the Apawamis Club in Rye. The Club is open 

to any individual who lives and/or works in 
the City of Rye and has a desire to help those 
less fortunate. The Club enthusiastically sup-
ports many local organizations, such as the Rye 
YMCA, Meals on Wheels and the Rye Free 
Reading Room.

If you are interested in learning more about 
the Rye City Lions Club, contact Susan Olson at 
914-925-8372.

Rye City Lions President Honored

Rye City Lions Club Secretary/Treasurer David Heller (left) presenting Club President
Robert van der Wateren with the Robert J. Uplinger Distinguished Service Award

Saxophonist Zack Lipton
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As part of his effort to crack 
down on corruption and restore 
the public’s trust in government, 
New York State Attorney Gen-
eral (AG) Eric T. Schneiderman 
announced the designation of a 
public integrity ofý cer to serve 
in his Westchester Regional Of-
ý ce. Wanda Perez-Maldonado 
will be charged with giving tax-
payers a place to go to report 
complaints of government cor-
ruption without fear of local pol-
itics inþ uencing the outcome.

“When it comes to combating local public 
corruption, the people of Putnam, Rockland and 
Westchester Counties deserve a dedicated ‘cop 
on the beat,’” said Schneiderman. “Designating 
a public integrity ofý cer here will go a long way 
to root out corruption and address the concerns of 
local taxpayers. As Westchester’s public integrity 
ofý cer, Wanda Perez-Maldonado will give every-
day citizens a place to take complaints where they 
know they can and will be examined without fear 
or favor.”

Perez-Maldonado has worked in the AG’s 
Ofý ce since 2003, as both a prosecutor in the Or-
ganized Crime Task Force and as a civil litigator 
in the Westchester Regional Ofý ce. Previously, 

Perez-Maldonado was an As-
sistant District Attorney (ADA) 
at the Bronx County District 
Attorneyôs Ofý ce in the Inves-
tigations Unit, Rackets Bureau. 
As an ADA, Perez-Maldonado 
prosecuted cases involving cor-
ruption and ofý cial misconduct. 
She also investigated allegations 
of misconduct by members of 
the New York City Police De-
partment, the New York City 
Department of Correction and 
other New York City agencies. 

Perez-Maldonado is a graduate of Columbia Uni-
versity School of Law.

“It is an honor to serve as Westchester’s Pub-
lic Integrity Ofý cer, and Iôm proud to assist Attor-
ney General Schneiderman in fulý lling his pledge 
to root out public corruption and increase govern-
ment transparency,” said Perez-Maldonado. “We 
encourage the people of this region to contact our 
ofý ce if they know of or suspect cases of govern-
ment corruption.”

Individuals in Westchester, Rockland and 
Putnam Counties with information about public 
corruption cases are urged to contact Perez-Mal-
donado at 914-422-8755.

Schneiderman Appoints Westchester 
O�  cer to Combat Political Corruption

New York State Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman

Westchester homeowners 
are receiving another round of 
misleading mailings offering a 
copy of their deed for $59.50 
and promoting it as a bargain.

“Don’t be fooled into pay-
ing more for a copy of your 
deed than you need to,” warned 
Westchester County Clerk 
Timothy C. Idoni. “If your 
deed has been recorded in the 
Westchester County Clerk’s 
Ofý ce, obtaining a copy is fast, 
easy and, most importantly, af-
fordable.”

Idoni also advised:
· You have the right to get a copy of your 

deed from the Land Records Division of the Of-
ý ce of the Westchester County Clerk and do not 
need to employ a service to do this for you;

Ā You can obtain a certiý ed copy of your deed 
from the County Clerkôs Ofý ce for as little as $5 
for up to ý ve pages, plus $1 for each additional 
page — a photocopy is even less expensive;

Ā Donôt be persuaded by these ofý cial-look-
ing mailers — if your deed has been recorded in 
the County Clerkôs Ofý ce, the recording is valid 

whether or not you have a certi-
ý ed copy in your possession;

· Land Records staffers in 
the Ofý ce of the Westchester 
County Clerk are here to help 
you — take advantage of their 
knowledge and expertise by 
visiting or calling our staff; 
and

· To determine whether 
your deed is recorded in the 
County Clerkôs ofý ce, visit 
Westchester Records Online at 
wro.WestchesterClerk.com.

To obtain a certiý ed copy 
of your deed, visit the Land 

Records Division of the County Clerkôs Ofý ce, 
located at 110 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
in White Plains, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal 
holidays. If you wish to obtain a certiý ed copy 
of your deed by mail, call 914-995-3094 and 
have the exact name of the property owner and 
the property address available so that our staff 
can serve you more quickly. Requests are also 
accepted via e-mail to CC-Land@westchester 
gov.com. 

Consumer Alert: Don�t Pay 
More for a Copy of Your Deed

County Clerk Timothy Idoni

“This is going to 
end the madness 
finally, once and 

for all. There is no 
future in this state 
as the tax capital 
of the nation.” 

Governor Andrew 
Cuomo




