
By Dan Murphy
The election last week of Sheila Marcotte 

to the County Board of Legislators marks the 
third recent victory in Westchester for candi-
dates supporting tax relief and less government. 
Marcotte, Assemblyman Robert Castelli and 
County Executive Rob Astorino have all won 
recent Westchester elections by tapping into the 
anti-tax, anti-spending fever across the county, 
state and country. 

Marcotte defeated Greg Varian in the spe-
cial election to replace Vito Pinto on the County 
Board in the 10th District, representing East-
chester, New Rochelle and Tuckahoe. Mar-
cotteôs win gives Republicans a ýfth member on 
the County Board, with Democrats still holding 
a 12-5 supermajority.

County Board Minority Whip Gordon A. 
Burrows said Marcotte will feel right at home 
with her fellow Republican legislators. “We 
share a commitment to reducing the size and 
cost of government. Sheila‘s voice and her de-
termination will play a key role as we work with 
our colleagues and with County Executive Rob 
Astorino to reduce wasteful spending,” he said. 

Marcotte said, “There are major challenges 
ahead for our county. I’m ready to get to work 
and plan to hit the ground running.” 

Castelli, who won election to the Assembly 
in the 89th District, representing White Plains, 
Harrison, North Castle, New Castle and northern 
Westchester earlier this year in a special election 
to replace Adam Bradley (who was elected to 
White Plains mayor last November), was recent-
ly named a “Hero of Reform” by good govern-
ment group N.Y. Uprising, led by former New 
York City Mayor Ed Koch. 

Castelli was given the honor for agreeing 
to N.Y. Uprising’s three pledges to reform the 
state in three speciýc areas ð independent re-
districting, ethical government and responsible 
budgeting 

“I applaud newly elected Assemblyman 
Robert Castelli as a ‘Hero of Reform’ for sign-
ing the three N.Y. Uprising pledges,” Koch said. 
“This year, voters are counting on candidates to 
commit to speciýc reforms in advance, as As-
semblyman Castelli has done. I look forward 
to working with him to see them swiftly imple-
mented should he be re-elected.”

 In the ýve months that he has served as 
northern Westchester’s assemblyman, Castelli 
has led the ýght to transform state government 
by: sponsoring the toughest ethics reform bill in 
the legislature; supporting legislation to enact 
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The Fourth of July 
Is Independence Day 

Independence Day honors the 

birthday of the United States of 

America and the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence on 

July 4, 1776. It’s a day of picnics 

and patriotic parades, a night         

of concerts and ýreworks, and a 

reason to þy the American þag.

Swim Across America of Long Island 
Sound (SAALIS) is excited to celebrate the 
sixth annual New York Athletic Club (NYAC) 
Pool Swim in Pelham on Saturday, July 11. The 
NYAC will host swimmers, open to the pub-
lic, between 6:30 to 9:30 a.m. Swimmers may 
participate individually or as a part of a team in 
memory or honor of a loved one.

Olympic swimmer Nikki Dreyden will join 
swimmers at the NYAC as they complete one 
mile and half-mile swims in support of the ýght 
against cancer. Dreyden swam for Canada in the 
1992 and 1996 Olympic Games and was a ýnal-
ist in two events. She has also won 21 Canadian 
national titles and is a Pan American Games 
medalist. All are welcomed for some swimming 

tips and autographs.
SAALIS is a Westchester-based nonproýt 

organization that enters its 18th season with six 
outstanding swim events. Over the past years, 
these Long Island Pool and Sound swims have 
raised over $9 million in the ýght against can-
cer.

Proceeds from these swims go to the Can-
cer Support Team serving lower Westchester, 
and other charities ýghting to conquer cancer. 

To register, donate and/or sponsor a swim-
mer, visit the SAALIS Web site at www.swimac 
rossamerica.org/long_islandclick.

For donations, make checks payable to 
Swim Across America, PO Box 217 Larchmont, 
NY 10538.

Pelham to Host 
Swim Across America

State Senator and Deputy Majority Leader Jeff Klein threw the ýrst pitch at the Eastchester 
Baseball League’s championship game on Saturday, June 19. This year, Klein awarded the league, a 
Babe Ruth league open to boys ages 13 to 15, $10,000 for a massive renovation of the teamôs ýeld. 
The area is highly prone to þooding, and so, due in part to Kleinôs grant, the team was able to install 
piping to help with rain overþow and restore the inýeld.

Senator Klein �rows First Pitch at 
Eastchester Baseball Championship

�ree Westchester Election 
Wins in a Row for Less 

Government & Tax Relief

County Legislator Sheila MarcotteAssemblyman Robert Castelli

Senator Jeff Klein presents a check to members of the Eastchester Baseball League 
for ýeld renovation.

Swimmers and volunteers from last yearôs Swim Across America event, 
held at Travers Island at the NYAC in Pelham



North Castle town clerk, Anne Curran, has 
announced that she is a candidate for her of-
ýce in the November general election. Curran 
served as deputy town clerk for six and a half 
years before receiving unanimous, bi-partisan 
appointment by the North Castle Town Board 
to ýll the unexpired term of retired Town Clerk 
Ann Leber.

“Over the past six months, I have been able 
to continue to provide high-quality, efýcient 
services from the Ofýce of Town Clerk to the 
residents of North Castle and to the North Castle 
Town Board. As town clerk, I will continue to 
improve communications with residents, and I 
will keep introducing new technology to control 
the cost of operations,” said Curran.

 The Democratic, Independence and Con-

servative parties 
have all endorsed 
Curran for town 
clerk, emphasiz-
ing the non-parti-
san nature of the 
ofýce. ñI think 
itôs signiýcant 
that three politi-
cal parties repre-
senting different 
points of view 
have all given 
me their endorse-
ments. I do not 
believe that there 
is a Republican, 
Democratic or 
Conservative way to manage the Ofýce of Town 
Clerk. I do believe that there is always a bet-
ter way, and that my training as deputy, and the 
last six months as town clerk, make me the best 
choice to serve as the town clerk. In my seven 
years of service in this ofýce, weôve reduced 
costs and gone the extra mile for all residents.

“I am asking North Castle residents to sup-
port my candidacy and promise that for their 
conýdence in me I will deliver professional 
service that is effective and welcoming, and de-
signed to make the most out of our resources at 
every opportunity.”

 Editor’s note: In a previous Rising Media 
Group edition, an article from the Westchester 
Conservative Party listed Anne Curran as a 
candidate in Somers. She is running for town 
clerk in North Castle.
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On June 13, more than 65 people showed 
up to participate in the Cut Out Mito fundraiser 
at Everything’s Hair in Larchmont, raising both 
awareness and money for the disease. Mitochon-
drial disease is one of the many diseases with 
very little research being done to ýnd treatments 
or cures. Since the fund’s inception,  $200,000 
have been raised, with every dime going to re-
search, and nothing to overhead expenses or 
salaries ð and now $4,500 has been added to 
that amount thanks to Everything’s Hair.

The fundraiser was the brainchild of co-
owners of Everything’s Hair, Dina Mottola and 
Ginger Pulcino. They wanted to sponsor an event 
to help their client, Gaby Mileti, raise money for 
the charity she founded with her family. Mileti’s 
son, Joey, ð at two and a half years old ð was 
given three months to live when diagnosed with 
this disease. Mileti, her husband, Joe, and other 
family members learned that little research was 
being done to help their son and others like him, 
so they established The JDM Fund for Mito-

chondrial Research (a 503c3 organization) to 
raise awareness of this disease. 

“We really appreciate the other local busi-
nesses and people who helped with donations 
and the rafþes, so we want to thank: Angelinaôs 
Restaurant, Applause Westchester, Belizzi’s, 
Elise Glazer of Flower Design, The Nail House, 
Rita’s Ices, Trader Joe’s, Twinkle Toes and Vil-
lage Square Bagels. Their participation in the 
rafþes and giveaways made the event even more 
special,” said Maria Markey, Joey’s aunt and 
manager of the fund. 

For those who would still like to donate, 
donations can be made to: The JDM Fund for 
Mitochondrial Research, 1333A North Ave. 
#611, New Rochelle, NY 10804, or for more in-
formation, call 914-637-3712.

This disease is a chronic, genetic disorder 
that occurs when the mitochondria of the cell 
fails to produce enough energy for cell or organ 
function. It affects about one in 4,000 individu-
als in the United States.

About 100 people ð including a group of 
20 students from Salesian High School in New 
Rochelle ð joined together for Blythedale Chil-
dren’s Hospital’s 2010 Walk With Us fundraising 
event. The annual walkathon, which was held 
May 23 at Hackley School in Tarrytown, raised 
nearly $15,000 for Blythedale’s new state-of-the-
art inpatient facility, which is under construction.

The Salesian High School students were part 
of a club organized by student Mark Schoenstein, 
a former Blythedale patient who spearheaded the 
student’s fundraising efforts. The students raised 
nearly $1,500 with most of the amount coming 
from student donations. 

The day’s event also included a scavenger 

hunt through Hackley’s wooded trails that was 
created by Yonkers Girl Scout troops 1549 and 
1752. The Girl Scouts also raised additional funds 
for Blythedale with a bake sale.

Services donated to the walkathon included 
free water and snacks from Costco; rafþe prizes 
from Westchester Family Magazine; sports station 
from Velocity Sports Performance and Hudson 
Valley Health and Racquet Club; music by Scott 
Vigliotti of SVEntertainment; art from Carnival 
Time; clowns from Michael Getlan of Amuse-
ment Consultants and a beautiful balloon arch by 
Bobby’s Balloons of Dobbs Ferry.

For more information about Blythedale Chil-
dren’s Hospital, visit www.blythedale.org.

Everything�s Hair
�Cut Out Mito� Event Raises $4,500!

Above: Maria Markey (left), manager 
of the JDM Fund, with Dina Mottola, 

co-owner of Everythingôs Hair, 
work on giveaways

Below: Mayra 
Torres (left) 

and Gaby Mileti, 
Joey Miletiôs mom 

and founder 
of the JDM Fund

Above: Danielle DeRosa with a client

Blythedale�s Annual Walkathon 
Raises Nearly $15,000 

for New Inpatient Facility

Students from Salesian High School in New Rochelle (above) participated 
in Blythedale Childrenôs Hospitalôs 2010 Walk With Us fundraising event.

The Food Bank for Westchester (FBW), 
which has been ýghting hunger in Westchester 
for more than 20 years, recently hosted its second 
annual Give Back Olympics to help raise aware-
ness of hunger and reafýrm corporate commit-
ment to hunger relief in Westchester County.

Teams of 20 employees from Kraft Foods, 
MediaVest, PepsiCo, Stop&Shop and Webster 
Bank competed against each other to repack the 
most pounds of pinto beans. The winner was 
Stop&Shop, which packed 4,175 pounds of pin-
to beans. The effort yielded nearly nine tons of 
food, which will be distributed to FBW’s mem-
ber agencies across the county.

The Stop&Shop team was presented with 
the “Golden Scoop” award at the Food Bank 
of Westchesterôs ýfth annual Hunger Heroes 
Awards Breakfast on June 8 at Tappan Hill.

Vera Kovalski, Stop&Shop district man-
ager, said that she and her team had a great time 
working towards a common goal. “We are hon-
ored to have won the Golden Scoop this year, but 
more importantly, we are humbled to be part of a 
larger, very important cause here in Westchester. 
Fighting hunger is truly everyone’s responsibil-
ity,” Kovalski said.

Neil Leinwand, FBW Board member and 
vice president of market-
ing at Kraft Foods, said 
that he is pleased with 
the increase in corpo-
rate support at the event. 
“Last year, we had only 
two teams vie for the 
chance of winning the 
Golden Scoop. This 
year, ýve teams compet-
ed, demonstrating that 
the corporate commit-
ment to ýght hunger in 

Westchester is stronger than ever. We hope that 
our efforts convey the serious issue of hunger 
here and that we serve as an example for others 
that ýghting hunger is important ð and can be a 
lot of fun, too.”

“Our Corporate Giveback Olympics is such 
a fun way for area businesses to get involved 
in the ýght against hunger,ò said Christina Ro-
hatynskyj, executive director of FBW. “We are so 
grateful to all of the corporate teams for helping 
to pack almost nine tons of food that will provide 
14,400 meals to help the hungry in Westchester 
County.

FBW supports organizations in the follow-
ing Westchester communities: Cortlandt Manor, 
Croton-on-Hudson, Eastchester, Harrison, Haw-
thorne, Katonah, Larchmont/Mamaroneck, Mo-
hegan Lake, Montrose, Mount Kisco, Mount 
Vernon, New Rochelle, Ossining, Peekskill, Port 
Chester, Pleasantville, Tarrytown, Thornwood, 
Tuckahoe, White Plains, Yonkers and Yorktown 
Heights.

To register for the third annual Give Back 
Olympics, call 914-923-1100 or e-mail katy.cop 
pinger@foodbankforwestchester.org. FBW is lo-
cated at 358 Saw Mill River Rd. in Millwood. 

Food Bank for Westchester�s 
Second Annual Give Back Olympics
Yields Over 17,000 Pounds of Food

North Castle Town Clerk Anne Curran 
Endorsed by �ree Parties

North Castle Town Clerk
Anne Curran

At left (l to r): Nancy 
Lyons, volunteer 
coordinator for 

FBW; Ginger Siegel, 
Webster Bank team 
captain; Tiphanie

 Maronta, Kraft Foods 
team captain; 

Christina 
Rohatynskyj, 

executive director of 
FBW; Tory Petrizzi, 

PepsiCo team 
captain; and Katy 
Coppinger, senior 

director of 
Development for 
FBW, at the Give 
Back Olympics

Teams of 20 
employees, 
including 

those from 
Kraft Foods 

(at right) 
participated 

in FBWôs 
second 
annual 

Corporate 
Giveback 
Olympics 

to help feed 
people in 

Westchester 
who are 

hungry or at 
risk of 

becoming 
hungry.



FRIDAY, JULY 2, 2010 - WESTCHESTER RISING - PAGE 3

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
An article in the Journal 

News recently indicated that 25 
Westchester employees are among 
the top retirees who earned the 
highest pensions in the state of New 
York. The article reported that the 
N.Y. State Attorney Generalôs ofýce 
is looking into pension padding ð a 
practice that uses overtime to boost 
salaries so public employees can re-
ceive higher pensions. 

A suggestion that could elimi-
nate this kind of abuse: Employee 
pensions should be calculated on 
the BASE salary, without includ-
ing overtime. This would discourage abuses and 
might discourage employees who are ready for 

retirement from seeking additional 
unnecessary overtime. If less senior 
employees in all governments are 
used for overtime, it would also be 
much less expensive for the local 
governments. 

Statewide, 1,378 municipal re-
tirees have pension beneýts of more 
than $100,000 a year according to 
an analysis by the Empire Center 
for NYS Policy.

Eliminating overtime abuses 
would reduce the cost of govern-
ment without impacting vital ser-
vices.
Thank you,

		       Paul Feiner,
		      Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Columbia University recently donated two 
Sun Microsystems Sunýre v880 servers, previ-
ously housed in their research libraries, to the 
Westchester Library System (WLS). These serv-
ers will be used to explore WLS’ potential use of 
open source software to support its operations 
in library services, career training and outreach 
to underserved populations. The pair of servers 
and peripheral equipment is valued at more than 
$100,000 new.

WLS plans to have the servers operational 
this summer to experiment with more cost-ef-
fective open source opportunities. Open source 
software, unlike proprietary software, is free to 
use and takes an “online community” approach 
to support and upgrades. The programming 

code, or “source” code, is open for any user to 
submit upgrades and ýxes to the community of 
users for everyoneôs beneýt. 

“Sharing the community’s wealth of knowl-
edge in an open source environment encourages 
organizations with similar goals, such as librar-
ies, to help each other,” said Terry Kirchner, 
WLS executive director. “We are very thankful 
to the Columbia University Libraries for their 
generous donation and are hopeful it will go a 
long way in our efforts to explore new avenues 
of savings.”

WLS is located at 540 White Plains Rd., 
Suite 200, in Tarrytown. For a complete list of 
programs and events throughout WLS, visit  
www.westchesterlibraries.org.

Assemblyman Robert J. Castelli was 
pleased to announce on June 15 that his ýrst 
prime-sponsored legislation was passed in the 
Assembly by a vote of 98 to 1. The bill is de-
signed to provide signiýcant savings for Harri-
son by bestowing court attendants the status of 
peace ofýcers.

“This bill will result in real savings for 
the Town and Village of Harrison by allowing 
employees serving as court attendants to func-
tion as peace ofýcers while they are working in 
the local court system,” Castelli said. “In these 
tough economic times, I am pleased that my ýrst 
bill to pass the Assembly is one that will provide 
our local governments with needed relief.”

The purpose of the legislation, Assembly 
Bill A10761A, is to allow Harrison to use cer-

tain employees other than police ofýcers as uni-
formed court aides in its courts. This will help 
save Harrison both time and money and make 
certain that there are enough properly trained 
professionals stafýng Harrisonôs courts. The 
Senate version, Senate Bill S5913A, is spon-
sored by Senator Suzi Oppenheimer and is cur-
rently before the Senate Codes Committee. 

“By working in a bipartisan manner, I was 
able to pass legislation that will help lower lo-
cal government costs, which have a direct im-
pact on property taxes,” Castelli said. “To pass 
a responsible budget this year, I will continue to 
reach out to my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle and believe we all must redouble our 
efforts and put partisan politics behind us so we 
can complete the people’s work.” 

Attorney Gen-
eral candidate As-
semblyman Richard 
Brodsky last week 
released copies of 
pledges and a cover 
letter to former New 
York City Mayor 
Ed Koch, regard-
ing Koch’s efforts, 
through his organiza-
tion, New York Upris-
ing ð which is seek-
ing several reforms to 
redistricting and state 
government. In his 
letter, Brodsky expressed his appreciation for 

the efforts Koch is taking regarding reform, 
and made suggestions on how to strengthen 
several of the Koch initiatives.

With speciýc reference to reapportion-
ment, Brodsky has authored a constitutional 
amendment. He has also proposed constitu-
tional amendments to require governances in 
New York state to have a Code of Ethics and 
an amendment overhauling the state budget 
process.

“I welcome the opportunity to work with 
Ed Koch on his ideas for reform,” said Brod-
sky.

Koch came to Westchester recently to 
join with the Westchester County Associa-
tion, to support their efforts at reforming state 

government.

Saving Taxpayer Dollars

Pensions Should be Based on Base Salary � Not Overtime 

Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor 
Paul Feiner

Westchester Library System 
Explores Cost-Saving So�ware 

Castelli�s First Bill 
Could Help Harrison Cut Costs 

Brodsky Joins Ed Koch 
in Seeking Political Reform
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The Charter School of Educational Excel-
lence (CSEE), located at 260 Warburton Ave. in 
Yonkers, is the only charter school in Westchester 
County. Opened ýve years ago, the school now 
has a student body of more than 380 students in 
grades Kindergarten through sixth and recently 
received a ýve-year renewal of their charter 
from the New York Board of Regents. 

With accolades for the school coming from 
parents, educators and two members of the State 
Board of Regents, who liked what they saw on 
a recent visit, the CSEE has plans to expand and 
continue its successes, the most important being 
student achievement.

“We had 384 students this year and will 
have 525 next year, with hundreds of students 
on the waiting list,” said Eduardo LaGuerre, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees and a founder 
of CSEE. “We are the second highest achieving 
school in Yonkers [PEARLS Hawthorne School 
is number one]. We select students from a lottery, 
so any student who is selected, including special 
needs students, is welcome in our school.”

The school has a multi-million-dollar ex-
pansion planned, with construction to begin this 
summer on a new 29,000-square-foot building 
that will house a new charter middle school. La-
Guerre, who, by law, cannot beneýt ýnancially 
from his dedication and success in bringing a 
charter school to Yonkers, wants to continue the 
successes in elementary school at the Yonkers 
CSEE. 

“I want to bring a charter high school to 
Yonkers, so we can help our children go to col-

lege. It’s a culture of education that we have es-
tablished, and children are learning,” he said. 

The CSEE won the prestigious International 
Reading Association’s “2010 Exemplary Read-
ing Program Award for New York State.” And 
in May, the New York State Education Depart-
ment’s S3TAIR Project (Supporting Successful 
Strategies to Achieve Improved Results) validat-
ed CSEE as “A School for Best Practices in Lit-
eracy.” The philosophy of the teachers and staff 
at CSEE is to work as a team with colleagues, 
parents, students and community in its commit-
ment to providing children with a nurturing, safe 
and secure environment that holds optimum op-
portunities to learn, thrive and succeed. 

ñI am proud of our faculty and equally 
proud of our children. Together they work hard 
and push themselves to be the best,” said Cat-
alina Castillo, principal of CSEE. 

New York State recently increased its num-
ber of allowed charter schools from 200 to 460; 
it is likely that Westchester will see its second 
charter school in the near future, and perhaps 
another in Yonkers.

About Charter School of Educational Ex-
cellence: Founded in 2005, CSEE was the ýrst 
charter school to open its doors to children in 
the Yonkers School District and continues to be 
the only public charter school to be approved 
in Westchester County. CSEE is a free public 
school open to all children through a random 
lottery admissions process. 

For more information, visit www.charter 
schoolofeducationalexcellence.org.

Westchester�s First and Only 
Charter School in Yonkers: 

Achieving & Expanding

The Charter School of Educational Excellence is located at 260 Warburton Ave. in Yonkers.

Photo by Greg Baldwin

A groundbreaking plan to 
dramatically reduce the costs 
and beneýts of the New York 
State pension system has been 
crafted by Republican Assem-
blyman Mike Fitzpatrick from 
Long Island. The Fitzpatrick 
Plan has just received strong 
support from Democratic As-
semblyman George Latimer 
of Westchester’s Sound Shore. 
The new pension plan would, 
for the ýrst time, shift the pen-
sion system for a group of em-
ployees, from a deýned beneýt 
plan to a deýned contribution 
plan ð in this case for elected 
ofýcials and high-level non-
civil service appointees. 

ñAs Iôve said before, sacriýce in these difý-
cult times begins with the political class of state 
employees,” Latimer said. “And Mike’s plan is 
the best way for assembly members, Senators 
and governors to lead by example.”

In the highly partisan environment of Al-
bany, it is unusual for any Democrat to support 
a Republican bill (and vice versa). Latimer add-
ed, “My background in corporate assignments 

in my business career taught 
me to recognize the urgency 
to change when change was 
needed. If we expect to reduce 
costs, we have to re-think our 
strategies. Starting with elected 
ofýcials and high-level politi-
cal appointees is an excellent 
test of the theories of cost sav-
ings right away.”

During the stateôs ýscal 
crisis, Latimer had previously 
announced his taking a vol-
untary pay cut of 3 percent; 
reducing his staff by two posi-
tions (40 percent cut) and his 
decision to forego member 
items (“pork” project spend-
ing) for 2010-11, reducing his 

direct expenditures to the state by $175,000.
The Fitzpatrick Plan would freeze the cur-

rent retirement plan for affected employees, 
with each participant capping the beneýts they 
have accrued up to the point at which the new 
program bill passes. The proposal faces expect-
ed opposition from legislators who would be di-
rectly affected by its provisions; the bill does not 
directly affect the public service unions. 

Latimer Backs New 
Retirement Plan Reform

Assemblyman George Latimer
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www.charityboatsales.org

Assemblyman 
Richard Brodsky
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In Your Backyard

Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey has announced 
Philips Electronics of Briar-
cliff Manor will receive $2.1 
million in federal recovery 
funding to support devel-
opment of energy-efý cient 
technology for lighting and 
heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning (HVAC) sys-
tems in buildings.

“The tragic BP oil 
spill in the Gulf of Mexico 
is only the latest reminder 
that our dependence on fos-
sil fuels has drastic conse-
quences for our economy, 
our security and our envi-
ronment,” said Lowey, who 
toured the Philips campus 
in June 2009. 

“That is why it is so 
important to support both 
alternative energy research and development, 
and efý ciency initiatives like this that will 
help reduce energy consumption. I am pleased 
Philips Electronics will gain federal support in 
its efforts to conserve energy through green con-
struction.”

Philips Electronics’ $2.1 million grant is 
part of $76 million in funding from the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act to support 

advanced energy-efý cient 
building technology proj-
ects and training for com-
mercial building equipment 
technicians, building opera-
tors and energy auditors. 

Philips Electronics 
will use the federal grant 
to develop advanced build-
ing control technology to 
be used with lighting and 
HVAC systems in exist-
ing buildings. The project 
will employ an estimated 
12 individuals in Briarcliff 
Manor, and could create 
thousands of new jobs in the 
areas of manufacturing and 
deploying the systems, and 
servicing the systems once 
operational.

The 58 projects re-
ceiving federal recovery 

funding will help make the nation’s buildings 
more energy efý cient and cost effective. They 
will also support programs to train workers to 
service and operate new and existing buildings, 
to develop and deploy best practices resulting in 
fewer greenhouse gas emissions and to establish 
a green workforce with technical expertise to re-
duce energy costs for consumers.

With schools coming to a close for the sum-
mer, and the vacation season looming ahead, 
now is the perfect time for Rye City and Rye 
Town residents to purchase season permits to 
Oakland Beach at Rye Town Park. 

Both individuals and families will save 
large sums of money by purchasing the permits, 
instead of paying the weekday and weekend 
rates. 

Season permit fees range from $110 for an 
individual and $130 for a family to $335 for a 
“platinum” family. Persons with permits pay 
deeply discounted rates for parking and beach 
access. Seniors pay a one-time fee of $30 and 
then get free parking and free beach access. 

To understand the amount of money to be 
saved with a season permit, Rye Town Park pro-
vides the following examples:

Å A family of four saves even if they only 
come seven weekend days for the whole season. 
With a permit, families pay a season fee of $130, 

plus $4 to park and $2 for the adults’ beach ac-
cess (children under 16 are free) ð for a total of 
$6 per visit. Without a permit, they’ll pay $27 
per weekend day visit ($9 to park and $18 for 
beach access. Add it up and families get seven 
permit visits for $172, vs. $188 without a per-
mit. The more they come, the more they’ll save 
ð $21 per visit! 

Å For an individual, the weekend savings 
point is nine visits. Individuals pay $110 for 
the permit, then $4 to park and $1 for the beach 
ð $5 per visit. Thus nine visits will total $155. 
Without a permit, they’ll pay $9 for parking and 
$9 for the beach ð $18 per visit. Nine visits will 
cost $162. 

Again, the more an individual comes on 
weekends, the greater the savings ð $13 per 
visit. 

For further information about these and 
other resident season permit plans, call the park 
at 914-967-0965. 

The Port Chester-Rye Brook Public Library 
kicked off its Summer Reading Program, “Set 
Sail for Summer Reading” on Monday, June 28, 
at 11 a.m. with The Magic and Comedy of Jim.

How does the “Set Sail for Summer Read-
ing” program work?

For children entering ý rst grade and 
above:

Å Children entering ý rst grade and higher 
will come to the Port Chester-Rye Brook Public 
Library to sign up. At that time, they will pledge 
the number of books they feel they can read by 
Wednesday, August 11. 

Å They will be given a ñSet Sail for Summer 
Reading” reading log to record the number of 
books read. 

Å Throughout the summer, the children can 
report on their books read, in person to one of 
the Children’s Room staff. (Talk to the chil-
dren’s librarian for other arrangements.) Report-
ing on books may be done up until August 10. 
As children read and report on their books, they 
will be able to place stickers on our “Set Sail for 
Summer Reading” bulletin boards. 

Å Beginning, Wednesday, August 11, chil-
dren who have read the number of books they 
pledged can come to the library to receive a spe-
cial summer reading surprise. 

For children entering Kindergarten and 
younger:

There is also a Read-to-Me Summer Read-
ing Program for children entering Kindergarten 
and younger. The library wants to help your child 
discover a lifelong love of books and learning. 
Research has shown that an early introduction 

to books and involvement in reading programs 
does make a difference in a child’s life.

Å Registration begins on Monday, June 28.
Å Children will be given a ñSet Sail for Sum-

mer Reading” reading log to record the number 
of books that you are reading together.

Å Each time that you and your child come to 
the library, you will be able to put up a sticker on 
our bulletin board displays.

Å Beginning, Wednesday, August 11, chil-
dren can come to the library and pick up a spe-
cial surprise to reward them for their summer 
reading.
Summer Programs at the Port Chester-Rye 

Brook Public Library 
Movie Tuesdays – Movies on Tuesdays at 

11 a.m.:
July 6: “Up”
July 13: “Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaur”
July 20: “Monsters vs. Aliens”
Pop Up Book Workshop – Helen Zajkowski 

will help children create their very own pop up 
books on Wednesdays, July 7, 14 and 21, at 11 
a.m. at the library. Please note there is a limited 
enrollment for this program. 

Paws to Reading – Children will have the 
opportunity to read stories to a real live dog 
named Scooby Doo on Wednesdays, July 7, 14, 
and 21, at 2:30 p.m. at the library. 

Arts-n-Crafts – Arts-n-Crafts for children 
will be held on Thursdays, July 8 and 15, from 
11 to 11:45 a.m. for ages three to ý ve years and 
from 2:30 to 3:15 p.m. for ages six and up. 

Please note: There is limited enrollment for 
all programs.

On Friday, June 18, Community Markets 
and the City of New Rochelle celebrated the 
seasonal re-opening of the New Rochelle Farm-
ers Market at its new location. The market, held 
every Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., will now be 
held on the Library Green Park at the corner of 
Huguenot and Lawton streets in New Rochelle 
and will feature four new vendors! 

“The new location will be more convenient 
for people working in the city,” said Miriam 
Haas, director of Community Markets. “We 
worked with the City of New Rochelle to ý nd 
a location that would make accessibility to fresh 
and healthy local produce and hand-crafted 
foods easier for everyone.” 

In addition to last year’s vendors, this sea-
son’s market will feature more fresh fruits and 

vegetables from Gajeski Produce of Riverhead, 
organic locally roasted nuts and nut butters from 
Tierra Farm from Valatie, and orchard fruit, 
herbs and potted plants from Wright Farm of 
Gardiner. Returning from last season will be 
Dagele Brothers Produce, Alex’s Tomato Farm 
and Bread Alone Bakery. 

“We are pleased to continue our partnership 
with Community Markets and are coný dent that 
the New Rochelle Farmers Market will be even 
better this season at its new, more visible loca-
tion,” said Mayor Noam Bramson. 

Community Markets will also host cooking 
demos, live music, produce tastings and more 
throughout the season at the New Rochelle 
Farmers Market. The event details are posted on 
their Web site at www.communitymarkets.biz. 

Julie Byrne of New Rochelle, a social 
worker at Jewish Home Lifecare/Sarah Neuman 
Center, has been honored by UJA-Federation of 
Westchester for her “dedication, attention be-
yond the call of duty, her advocacy for at-home 
services for rehabilitation patients and her ex-
pertise as a resource for co-workers.”

Byrne has been on staff at the 300-bed nurs-
ing home and rehabilitation center in Mamaron-
eck since 1989. She is assigned to the short-term 

subacute rehabilitation unit. 
She earned her master’s degree in Health 

Care Systems Management and her bachelor’s 
degree in Gerontology at Iona College and has 
been working in long-term care settings as a so-
cial worker since 1981.

The award was presented recently at the 
13th annual Westchester Communal Profession-
als Reception.

Senator Suzi Oppenheimer 
recently joined with representa-
tives of the Westchester Library 
System (WLS) and local library 
directors to call for the restora-
tion of library funding in the 
NYS FY 2010-11 budget.

The governor’s proposed 
executive budget would cut 
state library funding to $84.5 
million, a reduction of approxi-
mately $2.5 million over 2009-
10 budget levels. If enacted, this 
would result in an $18 million 
reduction in state funding over 
the past three years and mark 
the ý fth time that library fund-
ing has been cut over the same 
period. At Oppenheimer’s insistence, the Senate 
budget resolution, adopted in March 2010, re-
jects the governor’s proposal and would restore 
library funding to existing levels. But negotia-
tions over the ý nal budget are ongoing and inju-
rious cuts to public libraries remain possible.

“Our public libraries have been called ‘great 
equalizersô ð places where individuals of any 
means can ý nd answers to their questions or a 
calm sanctuary to escape,” observed Oppenheim-
er, who chairs the Senate Education Committee. 
“In this time of economic hardship, people have 
come to our libraries in record numbers to re-
search career opportunities and access all types 
of information. Yet libraries have been forced to 
limit hours of operation or reduce programming 
in the face of earlier 
budget cuts.”

“In the grand 
scheme of N.Y.’s 
budget, the loss of 
$18 million in state 
aid to libraries over 
the last two years 
doesn’t sound like 

much. But in the lives of the 
500,000 people in Westchester 
who have library cards ð and 
the thousands of others who use 
our public libraries without one 
ð it is devastating,ò said Dave 
Donelson, WLS trustee.

Noting that libraries must 
be given the þ exibility to man-
age costs more efý ciently, the 
Senator also outlined her legisla-
tion that would permit public li-
braries to engage in cooperative 
bidding for shared services, such 
as bulk purchases of equipment 
(S.3903), and to apply for local 
government efý ciency grants 
(S.6875). In the previous bud-

get year, Oppenheimer had secured $50,000 in 
legislative grants for each of the libraries in her 
Senate district. Those monies will soon become 
available for programming enhancement and 
other uses, observed the Senator.

Finally, Oppenheimer kicked off her sum-
mer reading program for students in fourth and 
sixth grades. The New York State Senate, in part-
nership with the NYS library, developed the pro-
gram to foster summer literacy and to help stem 
the regression in reading levels that can occur 
during the summer months. “I have many fond 
memories of visiting the library as a child and 
later, as a young mother, checking out books to 
read and enjoy with my family on relaxing sum-
mer days,” she said.
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