
By Dan Murphy
The recent proposal passed by the 

Westchester County Board of Legislators to 
eliminate the spectator entrance fee for county 
residents at Playland this summer is an innova-
tive idea which could stimulate attendance at the 
county-owned amusement park.

The county board voted 11-6 to remove the 
$5 fee for county residents and reduced the fee 
from $10 to $5 for non-county residents. Both 
of these fees were increased as part of the 2011 
county budget. Two years ago, Playland started 
charging $3 for residents and $5 for non-resi-
dents.

Pay as you go for rides, amusements and 
food will remain. But for many Westchester 
parents, grandparents and older relatives of kids 
who bring their children to Playland, will no 
longer have to pay to watch their kids go on the 
rides.

“On behalf of Westchester’s residents, es-
pecially those in Rye and on the Sound Shore 
who would like access to the amusement area 
of Playland as a park, I am happy to announce 
the resident entrance fee is again free of charge,” 
said Majority Whip Judith Myers, whose district 
includes Playland. “Westchester residents al-Oh, what a night! The “Springtime Around the 

World” dinner/dance fundraiser for the Harrison 
Players Theater Group was not only, but it turned 
out to be the most lively, exciting and memorable 
event for the community.

With not a seat to be had, the Veteran’s Me-
morial Building was bursting with great music, 
ranging from the 1940s to today’s hits, from DJ 
Dennis Nardone’s Club Dennis Entertainment and 
his dance þoor co-host, Go-Vinnie. Live entertain-
ment came from sisters Louise and Jane, better 
known as Twin Gold.

The Harrison Players did a 
short sing-a-long of a medley of 
songs and one of the guests actu-
ally get up on the dance þoor and 
performed a beautiful Hawaiian 
dance to Don Ho’s “Tiny Bubbles.” 
Topping off the event was the 50/50 
rafþe.

The Harrison Players Theater 
Group unanimously voted to give 
their share of the proceeds to the 
American Red Cross (ARC) for 
Japan Earthquake/Tsunami Relief 
for continued aid. Adding the rafþe 
proceeds to the $9,660 in dona-
tions already sent to the ARC by 
funds raised through the Harrison 
Chamber of Commerce, the Harri-
son Rotary Club and the Harrison 

Newcomers Club brings the new total donation to 
more than $10,000 from Harrison.

“We would like to thank all town residents 
and others who were involved in making these 
donations possible. The Harrison community has 
so many good qualities that sometimes get over-
looked, but being compassionately charitable to-
wards our fellow neighbors whose entire lives are 
affected by such horriýc and uncontrollable disas-
ters is  not one of them,” said Ada Angarano, Har-
rison Chamber of Commerce president.

The New Rochelle Business Improvement 
District (BID) announced the second phase of its 
a successful “BID Downtown Artist Spaces Pro-
gram,” helping property owners develop vacant 
upper þoor space to rent to artists and arts busi-
nesses seeking to lease affordable studios.

BID Executive Director Ralph DiBart said, 
“Last year, the BID met its goal of working with 
the owners of 81 Centre Avenue to rehabilitate and 
lease 10,000 square feet space, vacant for decades, 
for artists and arts businesses. I am happy to an-
nounce that we are starting on another project, to 
redevelop and lease up to another 7,000 square feet 
of vacant upper þoor space in the heart of down-
town New Rochelle, as well as rehabilitate the 
building’s two storefronts.

“We are very excited about this project which 
will create up to fourteen new artist studios, each 
with great light, some with skylights, and more 
than eleven foot high ceiling heights, something 

that artists always seek. We expect that the ýrst 
spaces will be renovated by the summer. During 
construction, we will be entering into lease agree-
ments with artists who want to reserve the best 
spaces.”

Faith Goldstein, who commutes to her 81 
Centre Ave. studio from Yorktown Heights, said, 
“I love coming to paint in my studio in downtown 
New Rochelle. In addition to great space and great 
light at a great price, I have the convenience of 
downtown New Rochelle and access to other art-
ists right outside my door.”

To help offset some of the costs of renovating 
vacant upper space for artist studios and thereby 
help keep rents reasonable, the BID has secured 
limited funds for matching grants from the New 
York State Main Street Program. The BID also as-
sists participating property owners to market the 
spaces to artists.

Free Admission for Non Riders 
at Playland: A Good Idea

Harrison Players� �Sprintime 
Around the World� Dinner Dance

Downtown Artists Spaces in New Rochelle

Parents can now watch their children ride the iconic
Dragon Coaster at Playland without having to pay admission

Longtime Harrison Recreation Commissioner Ron Belmont (center)
with members of the Newcomers Club

Jennifer Ricci, from the Harrison Players Theater Group 
(center) with Newcomers Club members

The top þoor of 81 Centre Avenue (top) has been renovated into artist studios,
including one that Yorktown Heights artitst Faith Goldstein (above) rents
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By Dan Murphy
While the political landscape has changed 

across the country over the past two years, 
New York did not join in “Tea Party fever.” 
But the announcement last week that a tenta-
tive deal has been struck to pass a two percent 
tax cap on all local governments and school 
districts show that even the Empire State is 
ready to deal with spending, taxes and ýscal 
reform.

It was unimaginable to foresee Democrat-
ic Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver agreeing 
to a property tax cap. And while Silver also 
gets an extension on rent control (which cov-
ers thousands of New York City apartments 
and some here in Westchester) as part of the 
tax cap deal, this is the second time that Silver 
and the supermajority of Assembly Demo-
crats, have agreed to reign in spending.

The budget agreement, reached earlier 
this year, caps state spending on education 
and health care for the next two years, closes 
a $10 billion budget gap without raising taxes 
and shrunk a $15 billion projected deýcit for 
2012 down to $2 billion.

Which brings us to Governor Andrew 
Cuomo. The tax cap agreement is another 
feather in the cap of the governor, who has 
led the effort to pass a budget and now a tax 
cap in an effort to try and remove the labels of 
“most dysfunctional government in the coun-
try,” and, here in Westchester, “highest taxed 
county in the country.”

The tax cap means that town, village, and 
city governments and school districts would 
have proposed tax increases to their budgets 
of two percent or less. If a school district 
wants to increase property taxes by more than 
2 percent, they must put it to the people in a 
public referendum vote requiring 60 precent 
approval.

While there are exceptions to the cap, 
they are limited. The cap would be imple-
mented for all local government and school 
districts next year.

Currently, mandate relief is not a part of 
the tax cap/rent control deal. Many elected of-
ýcials and organizations, like the New York 
State Association of Counties (NYSAC), 
has called on the state to take over Medicaid 
costs.

“County property taxes are driven by state 
spending on Medicaid and other mandated 
programs and services,” said NYSAC Presi-
dent William J. Ryan, a Westchester County 
Legislator. “This proposal removes Medicaid 
from the property tax base once and for all, 
and provides a way for the State to deliver ac-
tual property tax cuts for overburdened hom-
eowners and businesses.”

New Yorkers for Growth, a ýscal reform 
group, said that the, “announcement of an 
agreement between Governor Cuomo and leg-
islative leaders on a property tax cap is great 
news for overburdened taxpayers in the State 
of New York. We congratulate the governor, 
Majority Leader Skelos and Speaker Silver 
for negotiating a plan that is a positive step 
toward making New York affordable again.

ñThis agreement reþects a change in 
course from Albany’s spendthrift culture at 
the expense of hardworking taxpayers, but 
there is more work to be done. We urge the 
legislature to continue on a path toward ýscal 
responsibility by passing meaningful mandate 
relief and repealing the Triborough Amend-
ment. Enacting these common sense reforms 
will lead to a better economic climate for all 
New Yorkers.”

Business groups hailed the agreement. 
Bill Mooney, president of the Westchester 

Governor Andrew Cuomo

Governor & Taxpayers are
Big Winners with Tax Cap Deal
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There’s lots for kids to do at Westchester Children’s Museum’s Explore-a-Thon

Westchester County Clerk Timothy Idoni (right) with Community Outreach staff (l to r) 
Joseph Klatt, Patricia Perrotta, Amani Marji and Julie Solomon

Assemblyman George Latimer (Left) hosted Veteran Ron James on his weekly cable TV 
interview program, ñAssembly Update,ò viewed in Sound Shore communities on local 

government access channels.
James, a member of the American Legion Post 93 in Port Chester, is the chief advocate 

for state adoption of the MIA-OON Flag (Missing in Attack on Our Nation) which
remembers those lost on 9/11. Latimer is the Assembly sponsor of the bill.

Explore-a-thon at Rye Town Park

Need a Passport? �ere�s a New Birth 
Certi�cate Requirements in E�ect

Latimer Interviews Ron James

Children and families are invited to enjoy 
an interactive day of play, experimentation and 
discovery at the annual Westchester Children’s 
Museum Explore-a-thon from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 5.

Hosted along Playland Boardwalk and Rye 
Town Park, Explore-a-thon gives children an op-
portunity to learn through play, investigating ev-
erything from rockets and balloon boats to color 
wheels, bubbles, art and music. The event will 
unfold just steps away from Playland’s historic 
North Bathhouse, where Westchester Children’s 
Museum is seeking to build its bricks-and-mor-
tar home with exhibits geared toward hands-on 

exploration.
Explore-a-thon costs $75 per family. Spon-

sorship opportunities are also available for an 
individual, family or corporation to underwrite 
the cost of attendance for children and groups in 
underserved communities. Among the beneýcia-
ries of the “Explorer Buddy” sponsorship pro-
gram are the Port Chester Carver Center and the 
Westhab Shelter in White Plains.

To register for the Explore-a-thon or to learn 
more about sponsorship opportunities, call 914-
241-5050 or visit www.discoverwcm.org. Rye 
Town Park and Playland Boardwalk are located 
on Playland Parkway in Rye.

Westchester County Clerk Timothy Idoni 
alerts county residents who want to get a U.S. 
Passport that new State Department require-
ments are now in effect.

“As of April 1, all passport applicants, re-
gardless of age, must present a certiýed birth 
certiýcate that lists their parent(s) full name, in 

order to be considered as primary evidence of 
U.S. citizenship,ò stated Idoni, whose ofýce is 
also a passport acceptance agency.

Certiýed birth certiýcates missing this in-
formation cannot be accepted as evidence of 
citizenship.

Special Needs 
Kidz Fair

News from the Academy of Our Lady of Good Counsel

Sociable Kidz is hosting the 1st annual Spe-
cial Needs Kidz Fair on June 5 from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Radisson Hotel New Rochelle. Ad-
mission is free.

This fun-ýlled day will include a showcase 
of different products and services for special 
needs children of all ages and abilities. In ad-
dition to great information for parents and care-
givers, come and meet children’s author Artie 
Bennett.

There will also be entertainment, games, 
rafþes, a silent auction and a lot more! 

GCA Welcomes New Principal  
The Academy of Our Lady of Good Coun-

sel High School’s (GCA) Board of Trustees is 
pleased to announce the appointment of Sr. 
Laura Donovan, RDC `68, as Principal, effec-
tive this summer. This concludes a rigorous 
and careful search enriched by the participa-
tion and feedback of the school community.

School leadership in the 21st century re-
quires an extended and well-rounded back-
ground. In Donovan, we ýnd a person who 
brings a breadth of experience that will sup-
port GCA’s continued commitment to the aca-
demic, spiritual and personal development of 
our students.

Donovan has more than 20 years of expe-
rience as Dean of Students, a member of the 

Administrative Team and Chair of the Science 
Department at both Preston High School and 
GCA. In addition, she has collaborated with 
fundraising efforts for capital improvements 
and remained an active member of many pro-
fessional organizations. In 2005, she was the 
recipient of the prestigious New York Times 
College Scholarship Program: Teachers Who 
Make a Difference Award.

L’Oréal President Speaks  
at GCA Commencement  

On June 4, GCA’s Class of 2011 celebrat-
ed its four-year accumulation of hard work and 
accomplishments as they graduate.

These young women will venture into an 
ever-changing world with the skills they need 
to lead just lives and continue to develop into 

conýdent women and compassionate leaders; 
they will carry with them the mission to main-
tain their passion and ýnd successes in every-
thing they do.

This year, L’Oréal Paris President Karen 
Tutora Fondu ’71 will speak at Commence-
ment. Fondu, a woman of many successes, is 
an exemplary model of where big dreams and 
high aspirations can take a GCA graduate. Fon-
du has led an incredibly successful career that 
spans 30 years with the company. Under her 
leadership, Fondu has strengthened L’Oréal 
Paris’ positioning as the number one beauty 
brand in the U.S. and was a key member of the 
management team that brought Maybelline to 
the number one position in the mass cosmetics 
arena. 
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ready pay property taxes that help to keep all of 
our parks open and beautiful — why should they 
have to spend more of their hard-earned dollars 
for fun in their backyard?”

While the board was looking for ways to 
improve declining attendance at Playland, Leg-
islator Martin Rogowsky suggest that declining 
attendance showed the entrance fee policy was 
not working and proposed the change.

“It is my hope that county residents take 
advantage of this new policy and visit Playland 
with their families throughout the season,” said 
Rogowsky.

The new spectator entrance fees will go into 
effect immediately, in time for the large crowds 
expected for the Memorial Day weekend.

“Any increase in fees would, in light of the 
recession and historically high and rising fuel 

costs, would certainly have lowered attendance 
at Playland and, consequently, impacted revenue 
negatively,” said Legislator Bill Ryan.

Board Chairman Ken Jenkins called Play-
land “an economic engine with a lot of unreal-
ized potential. Most visitors to Playland spend 
their money on rides, amusements and food — 
that’s where the real revenue comes from,”

Last year, Playland generated $11.2 million 
in revenue, a 9.6 percent increase from the year 
before. Still, the county lost $2.6 million at Play-
land, when debt service is factored in.

Weather is the critical factor in Playland’s 
bottom line. Hopefully, the rainy season is be-
hind us so that all of us, this reporter included, 
can enjoy Playland this summer. The hope is 
that Westchester residents, and non-residents 
from the metropolitan area, will stay closer to 
home this summer in an effort to save dollars 
and visit Playland.

Refunds will be given to those who have 
purchased spectator season passes. 

Free Admission
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