
By Andrew Tobia
Captain Lawrence Brewing Company is 

Westchester’s only beer brewery and the premier 
brewery in lower New York, producing some truly 
ýrst-class ales, porters and seasonal beers.

Incorporated in August 2005, Captain Law-
rence, currently located in Pleasantville, is not 
even six years old. Since itôs very ýrst keg sale (to 
Lucy’s Lounge in Pleasantville), Captain Lawrence 
has steadily extended distribution across the region 
to points as far north as Saugerties, as far west as 
Port Jervis, as far south as Staten Island and as far 
east as Hartford, Connecticut.

“We’ve been very fortunate and have been 
growing, adding customers,” said Captain Law-
rence founder and owner Scott Vaccaro, a 33-year-

old Westchester native. ñWeôre up against the wall 
here,” he said, speaking literally of Captain Law-
rence’s Pleasantville building, which isn’t capable 
of expanding along with the company’s produc-
tion.

Captain Lawrence Brewing Company is 
named for the street, Captain Lawrence Drive, 
that Vaccaro grew up on in Salem in north eastern 
Westchester (which is, in turn, named after a cap-
tain of the Westchester Militia during the Revolu-
tionary War). Westchester born and raised, Vaccaro 
knew he wanted to open his brewery here since he 
ýrst began formulating business plans in 2004.

ñI grew up in Westchester. Itôs home to me,ò 
said Vaccaro on his decision to start Captain Law-

On Friday, June 10, members of the Bronx-
ville Youth Lacrosse League and the Eastchester 
Blue Devils got to face off in the ever-popular 
Supervisorôs Cup at Haindl Field. This year 
marked the fourth year that the boy’s leagues 
have played each other and the ýrst time that the 
girls participated.

Hosted by Supervisor Anthony Colavita, 
the 8th grade boys’ teams kicked off the eve-
ning with the festivities beginning at about 6:30 
p.m. After both teams were announced and the 

National Anthem was played, the game got un-
der way. Both teams fought to the end, with the 
Bronxville Youth Lacrosse Association coming 
out on top.

After the game ended, the boys’ and their 
families went into the ýeld house and enjoyed 
a BBQ cooked up by the supervisor himself. A 
rafþe was held for many prizes, including mouth 
pieces, Lacrosse Balls, t-shirts, shafts and a 
fully strung stick partially donated by Southern 

By Dan Murphy
The entire Westchester community is hoping 

and praying for the safe return of 20-year old Lau-
ren Spierer, who has been missing since June 3.

Spierer, a 2009 graduate of Edgemont High 
School in Scarsdale, part of the Greenburgh 
school district, is currently a student at Indiana 

University. She disappeared when walking to her 
Bloomington, Indiana apartment 21 days ago.

Friends of Lauren and the Spierer family 
have rallied to help, with many Westchester resi-
dents joining parents Robert and Charlene Spierer 
in Bloomington, passing out þyers and trying to 
ýnd out any information.

Bloomington Police have received thou-
sands of tips and, together with video outside of 
Lauren’s apartment, are now focusing on a white, 
four-door Chevy pickup truck circling Laurenôs 
apartment at  4:30 a.m. on June 3, the time of her 
disappearance.

Police are also continuing to seek out wit-
nesses and friends of Lauren’s at Indiana U who 
may not have shared everything they know.

“Let me ask those that have information 
about Lauren or the events of that evening to get 
the courage to come forward and tell us anything 
that you know, however small and insigniýcant 
you think it might be,” said Lauren’s father, Rob-
ert.

Police have used DNA testing and lie de-
tectors on persons who were hanging outside of 
Lauren’s apartment one hour before her disap-
pearance. 

The national media have picked up on Lau-
ren’s case, including America’s Most Wanted, 
which has run two stories on Lauren. The online 

Helen Burandt, a former resident of Port 
Chester, celebrated her 100th birthday recently 
with 50 members of her family on hand for the 
festivities at Jewish Home Lifecare Sarah Neu-
man Center.

The centenarianôs birthday party included 
entertainment for all the residents at the 300-bed 
nursing home and rehabilitation center, followed 
by a private dinner for the family. Friends of 
Sarah Neuman, a volunteer group of dedicated 
community members, also held a birthday party 

for Burandt the next day.
According to Victoria Lee Struss, a mem-

ber of the Therapeutic Recreation team, Burandt 
has looked forward to her 100th birthday with 
great anticipation and is especially proud of the 
beautiful photograph of her now hanging in the 
photography exhibit of seven centenarians now 
residents at Sarah Neuman.

Helen is pictured above with her family. 
Happy 100th Birthday! 

Growing Brewery Moves,
but Stays in Westchester

Supervisor�s Cup Westchester Hoping and 
Praying for Lauren Spierer

Happy 100th Birthday!

Shoprite Helps Rebuild Union 
Baptist Church

Captain Lawrence Brewing Company founder and owner Scott Vaccaro hard at work at his 
pleasantville location, which he will be leaving by the end of the year

Members of the Bronxville Youth Lacross League and Eastchester Blue Devils girls’ teams
Lauren Spierer has been

missing since June 3

See story on page 7

Eagle Scout Creates Mobile Raised 
Flower Beds for Wartburg Residents

Christopher Landy, Eagle Scout Candidate 
from the Westchester/Putnam Boy Scout Coun-
cil, Troop 5, Bronxville, has donated four mobile 
raised þower beds for The Wartburgôs residents 
which he designed, built, delivered and ýlled with 
soil and mulch.

Landy raised funds and acquired donated ma-
terials for his culminating project of 200 service 
hours needed to earn the rank of Eagle. Under the 
guidance of Scoutmaster Joseph Landy, a member 

of the Boy Scouts of America National Board of 
Directors, the installation was completed by Landy 
with the aid of fellow Troop 5 members Tommy 
Meade, Justin Hoak, Cameron Smith and Tommy 
Weir. 

The raised beds will enable residents and cli-
ents of the adult day programs at The Wartburg to 
enjoy the experience of gardening without bend-

L to r: Cameron Smith, Christopher Landy, Tommy Meade, Tim Weir and Justin Hoak
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L to r: ShopRite VP of HR and Community Affairs Tom Urtz, Pastor Reginald Hudson
of Union Baptist Church and New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson

kick off the Taking Steps to Rebuild Walk-A-Thon
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rence here. ñPlus it has a great culinary scene which 
I wanted to accent with quality, locally made beer, 
and has a strong client base.ò

When demand began to exceed Captain Law-
renceôs 8,000-square-foot Pleasantville facility, 
Vaccaro knew a move was necessary and that he 
wanted to stay in Westchester, so he began looking 
for a new location. Finally, he found one in Elms-
ford, an unincorporated section of Greenburgh. At 
18,500 square feet, with an additional 5,000 avail-
able for expansion in a few years, the new location 
will give Captain Lawrence the space to produce, 
ñabout ýve times more beer than [we] do now,ò 
according to Vaccaro.

ñPleasantville has embraced us, and Green-
burg is embracing us as we prepare to move our 
operations there,ò said Vaccaro. ñWe wouldnôt be 
here today without the people and businesses of 
Westchester drinking our beer. Without them, we 
wouldnôt exist. Iôm extremely grateful and try to 
give back whenever I can.ò

Captain Lawrence gives back by providing 
beer, free of charge, for the events of non-proýt 
organizations up and down the Hudson River, no-
tably to Beczak Environmental Education Center, 
located in Yonkers, and it’s Urban H20 concert se-
ries.

For more information, including a list of es-
tablishments where you can purchase Captain 
Lawrence and tasting and tour schedules, visit 
www.captainlawrencebrewing.com.
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ing. The beds are designed like wagons with steer-
ing and four wheels so they can be transported to 
different places for residents to use and admire 
readily.

The Wartburg Adult Care Community is a 
non-proýt Lutheran ministry, serving people of all 

faiths with a full range of residential options and 
health-related services for older area adults and 
their families. The Wartburg offers skilled nurs-
ing care, rehabilitation, Alzheimerôs and dementia 
care, assisted and independent living, adult day 
services, home care, memory care, pastoral care 
and monthly caregiver support groups.

For more information about The Wartburg 
Adult Care Community, call 914-699-0800 or e-
mail info@thewartburg.org.

Eagle Scout
Continued from Page 1

The Holy Name of Jesus School Library in 
New Rochelle had a special end-of-the-year treat 
for third- through eighth-grade students and staff 
on June 7 in the school gym, when award-winning 
Chappaqua author Barbara Dee presented an in-
formative look at her writing career, the writing 
and publishing process and, in particular, her lat-
est tween novel, ñTrauma Queen,ò published by 
Simon & Schuster in April.

ñTrauma Queenò centers around Marigold, 
13, and her embarrassingly unconventional per-

formance-artist mom, with all the mayhem that 
ensues, at school and at home, from their tenuous 
relationship.

Dee’s own varied life experiences and ob-
servant nature certainly comprise a rich soil upon 
which to grow an accomplished authorial career. 
She ñpublishedò her ýrst books (and illustrated 
them, too) while still a kindergartener. She con-
tinued her love affair with reading and writing all 
through the ensuing years, leading up to degrees 
from Yale and the University of Chicago, travels 
through Europe, brief stints as a high-school Eng-
lish teacher, lawyer and book reviewer and, through 
perseverance and prodigious talent, the realization 
of her childhood dream; to be a real writer.

Dee likes to create a mix of stable and unsta-
ble characters in her novels, and she enjoyed ñturn-
ing the tablesò a bit by having the mom in ñTrauma 
Queen” be the unstable one, with Marigold her 
more level-headed counterpart. And ñnumbò is the 
word the author uses, recalling how she felt see-
ing her ýrst book, ñJust Another Day,ò in ýnished 
print form, no longer simply a document on her 
computer.

Promptly after her presentation, her brief 
reading from ñTrauma Queen,ò and the dozens 
of eager questions that Dee ýelded patiently and 
adeptly, she signed copies of all four of her books 
in the school library. Holy Name parent/library 
volunteer Florence Nicosia provided each child 
who purchased a book with an added keepsake of 
the book-signing; a souvenir personal photo with 
the author.

Chappaqua Author Visits Holy 
Name of Jesus School

Holy Name 7th grader Caitlyn Billie of New Rochelle posing
with author Barbara Dee in the school library at the book signing

Dee with a t-shirt presented to her
after her speech at Holy Name

By Donna Davis
St. Maryôs Parish in Mt. Vernon recently 

celebrated, and said goodbye to, Monsignor 
John Meehan, who is retiring after 20 years. The 
standing room only crowd ýlled the church for 
his ýnal homilies, and there were quite a few 
hugs and tears as the congregation said their 
goodbyes after service.

Meehanôs quiet manner and the joy he takes 
in his role as spiritual leader are what made him 
a loved priest. After completing his Theology 
studies at St. Josephôs Seminary in Yonkers, 
Meehan was ordained on May 30, 1964 at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan by Cardinal 
Spellman. He went on to work for 26 years in 
Harlem and obtained a degree in Pastoral Coun-
seling from Iona College. He took a yearlong 
sabbatical to travel to several third world nations 
to see conditions for himself before taking over 
at St. Maryôs Church.

Monsignor Meehan celebrated his 75th 

birthday in April at a dinner put together by the 
parish, with more than 400 attendees. In addi-
tion to his local pastoral duties, the Monsignor 
also spent 20 years as Chaplain with the Celeb-
rity and Crystal cruise lines.

Retirement will not see him slowing down 
too much. From his new apartment at the 
O’Connor Residence for Retired Priests in Riv-
erdale, the Monsignor will continue to serve the 
Catholic Church where needed and travel.

St. Maryôs will now be entrusted to Fr. Al-
fredo Monteiro who comes from Brewster.

St. Maryôs is seeking donations for their 
scholarship fund, and a ýnal farewell will be 
held for Monsignor Meehan and his ýnal homily 
this Sunday, June 26, in the Church Hall. A 50/50 
rafþe will be held for the scholarship fund.

St. Maryôs Church is located at 23 South 
High Street in Mt. Vernon. For more informa-
tion, call 914-664-5855.

Above (l to r): Stephanie Opper, Paul Madonna, Deacon Larry Battersby,
Monsignor Meehan, Deacon Joseph Pattrone and Danielle Salas

Below: Parishioners at St. Mary’s Church
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Monsignor John Meehan St. Mary’s Church

Brewery Moves
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Monsignor Meehan Retires 
A�er 20 Years at St. Mary�s
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The New Rochelle Council of Community 
Services honored four outstanding community 
leaders and awarded its annual scholarship to a 
student entering her senior year at their annual 
luncheon on June 2.

The 2011 honorees were: Eugenia (Jeani) 
H. Miller, educator and community activist; 
Alida Yoguez, businesswoman and community 
activist; Reverend Dr. Allen Paul Weaver, Jr., 
pastor of Bethesda Baptist Church; and Roberta 
Fox, real estate manger with Community Hous-
ing Management Corp.

A $1,000 scholarship was awarded to Mari-
ah Bigaud, a New Rochelle High School student 
who has exempliýed the mission of the New Ro-
chelle Council of Community Services by self-
lessly dedicating her time and talents to helping 
others in our community. 

The luncheon also celebrated the 75th an-
niversary New Rochelle Council of Community 
Services, which is an umbrella organization for 
32 health and human service agencies, religious 
institutions and educational facilities serving 
New Rochelle. 

By Lisa Douglas
Many years ago, George 

Orwell wrote, “in our age 
there is no such thing as keep-
ing out of politics. All issues 
are political issues and poli-
tics itself is a mass of lies, 
evasions, folly, hatred and 
schizophrenia.ò

Think about that for a 
moment.

George MacDonald 
wrote that there are two pil-
lars of political,correctness: 
1) willful ignorance; and 2) 
a steadfast refusal to face the 
truth.

I have begun the campaign to get on the bal-
lot this September 13 for a Republican Primary 
for the Westchester County Board of Legislature 
District 2 by means of petitioning the people. I am 
a grassroots candidate running without Republi-
can Party support with citizen volunteers on the 
campaign.

We are ýghting hard to shine a light into the 
darkness, to do away with the lies and corruption 
that exist in our political process and within our 
County Board of Legislature, and to ýght to take 
Westchester back from the grips of the “liberals” 
who seek its destruction through their unsustain-
able spending and taxing mentality. We see the 
truth and we donôt like what we see.

Today, as you hear the knock on your door 
but are busying doing something else at home, 
please know that there are some out there that are 
looking out for your best interests while you are 
busy raising your families and living your lives. 
Please answer the door and sign our petition to 
give We the People a choice come September.

Don’t let Republican Party bosses make deals 
and send you a candidate that does not share your 
principles or values. While not everyone can be a 
politico, know that there are some that are will-
ing to put principles above politics in the hopes of 

protecting you, your spouse 
and your children’s lives and 
future here in Westchester.

We have an amazing team 
that is hitting the streets as we 
speak. They, too, are tired of 
politics as usual and are wor-
ried about Westchester. Our 
taxes are out of control; the 
county supermajority has no 
spending restraint and has 
clearly forgotten that they 
are there to represent We the 
People. I am going there to re-
mind them why they are there 
(ýscal responsibility) and 
to say “no” to the wasteful 

spending, “no” to the wasteful lawsuits and “no” 
to the highest taxes in the country.

So go ahead and answer your door and sign 
the petition to get me on the ballot. Perceived as 
the outsider, I have been on the ýscally conserva-
tive side of issues from the get go. I have not been 
“reformed” and have been a true Republican my 
entire voting life. If youôre looking for someone 
that understands what you’re going through and 
that will represent you every time, guaranteed, 
then I would greatly appreciate your signature 
and vote September 13 during the Republican 
primary.

Actions speak louder than words; my words 
mirror my actions and my actions mirror my 
words. I am committed to bringing about the 
changes we need. We all know what those chang-
es need to be, but knowing is not enough — we 
need someone who will apply and do. I am will-
ing to go the distance, but it begins with you.

I am a lifelong Republican running as 
the grassroots candidate for We the People for 
Westchester County Legislature District 2. I will 
petition to get my name on the ballot for a Re-
publican Primary September 13. For more in-
formation about me, visit my Web site at www.
Lisa4Westchester.com.

NRCCS Honors Leaders  
and Awards Scholarships

�e Bell Tolls for You

L to r: Alida Yoguez, Reverend Dr. Allen Paul Weaver, Jr.,
Roberta Fox, Jeani Miller and Mariah Bigaud

Lisa Douglas

Dear Mr. Murphy,
Last week, you published a letter from Senator 

Greg Ball which urged New Yorkers to act against 
Governor Andrew Cuomoôs disengagement from 
the Secure Communities program, which deports 
illegal immigrants who have committed crimes.

I am not writing to register an opinion on 
that matter. Iôm writing because in his letter, the 
Senator compares the issue of deporting illegal 
immigrants to that of overall homeland security 
and, even more disturbing, to the terrorist attacks 
of September 11.

I think that it is beyond low for the Senator 
to compare the rather domestic and completely 

unrelated issue of illegal immigration to one of 
the most tragic days in the history of New York 
and the United States for no purpose other than 
advancing his own political agenda.

The Senator, during his public career, has left 
behind a clearly visible and well-publicized trail of 
disturbing racist sentiment. He isnôt worried about 
deporting illegal immigrants who have committed 
crimes; he’s worried about deporting Latinos, pe-
riod. To use 9/11 to attempt to rally support for his 
agenda is disturbing, almost beyond words.

You should be ashamed, Mr. Ball.
Sincerely,
Derek J. Carson 

Since its founding by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul in 1888, Saint 
Joseph�s Medical Center has been meeting the health care needs of Yonkers and 
surrounding communities. Located in Southwest Yonkers, Saint Joseph’s Medical 
Center consists of a 194-bed acute care teaching hospital and a 200-bed nursing 
home and features comprehensive out-patient programs. It is also a sponsor of low-
income senior housing for frail elderly.

In response to new developments in medicine and the needs of the community, 
Saint Joseph�s has grown dramatically over the years into a modern, progressive 
medical center.

Today, Saint Joseph�s o�ers:
Ê An expanded Ambulatory Surgery Center
Ê On-site 64 slice spiral CT Scanner and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
Ê Dedicated hospital-based Inpatient Renal Dialysis Services
Ê A Hospital-based Nursing Home
Ê One of the busiest Emergency Services in Westchester County
Ê A Designated Stroke Center
Ê Comprehensive Mental Health Services
Ê A Family Health Center to provide a�ordable primary care
Ê Oncology Services
Ê Geriatrics Services and 165 units of Senior Housing
Ê A State-of-the-art Department of Surgery for ambulatory, laser and laparoscopic 
surgery, micro-neurosurgery for back and neck compression pain, and Holmium 
laser and lithotripsy for treating kidney stones
Ê Pain Management
Ê �e only accredited Family Medicine Residency Program in Westchester
Ê Highly advanced diagnostic services, including Cardiology, Radiology and Labo-
ratories, as well as a full range of rehabilitative therapies
Ê Women�s Health Services, including accredited low-dose mammography
Ê Patient Representatives and Pastoral Care for spiritual and emotional support

For more information, call 914-378-7000 
or visit www.saintjosephs.org.

Saint Joseph’s Medical Center 
127 South Broadway Ê Yonkers, New York 10701

The Rotary Club of White Plains, one of 
the largest clubs in the state, honored its com-
mitment to its annual scholarship program, es-
tablished in l961, at the Crowne Plaza in White 
Plains on June 7.

The Scholarship Foundation oversees the 
management and investment of the capital of a 
fund designed to assist worthy college-bound 
graduates of Archbishop Steinbach High School, 
Good Counsel Academy and White Plains high 

School. This year, 14 awards were given, among 
them six are designated to honor particular Ro-
tarians and individuals who designated funds in 
their wills to assist these students.

The program was chaired by Rotarian Nor-
man P. Syzykmanski and Executive Ofýcer An-
drew L. Morzello. Rotaryôs motto for scholar-
ships is, “Never allow your dreams to die and 
never waste an opportunity to improve your-
self.ò

White Plains Rotary Gives Annual 
Scholarships to Deserving Students

Rotarian Georgene Mongarella presenting
Gustavo de Andrade of WPHS with his scholarship

Mongarella presenting David Mansure of WPHS with his

Rotarian Paul Bronzo presenting Katherine Bonnet of WPHS with her scholarship

Photos by Dr. Robert Soley




