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On Sunday, May 16, hundreds of 
Westchester area children, high school students, 
parents and seniors gathered together for the 
third annual WALK for The Cottage Schools 
on Jewish Child Care Association (JCCA)’s 
Westchester campus. The event took place to 
raise funds and offer hope to hundreds of youth 
at The Cottage Schools, which include Pleasant-
ville Cottage School, Edenwald Center, Pleas-
antville Diagnostic Center and the Gateways 
Program. These residential treatment programs 
provide a safe, structured environment for vul-
nerable youth while they work to resolve their 
difficulties and return to their own communities. 
While most of JCCA’s funding for The Cottage 

Schools comes from public sources, there is a $1 
million gap between what the government pro-
vides and necessary expenses. 

The Cottage Schools’ dedicated supporters 
made enthusiastic tracks around the two-mile 
route. The WALK was generously supported by 
PepsiCo and Ben & Jerry’s.

“Everyone who came out and walked helped 
to give these kids a future filled with hope,” re-
marked WALK co-chair Wendi Winshall. 

“We’re enormously grateful to all the par-
ticipants for getting involved to support the criti-
cal work done at The Cottage Schools,” said co-
chair Rachel Rader.

For centerpieces at her recent Bat Mitzvah 
reception, 13-year old Emily Politi of Bedford 
created large baskets filled with camp items 
such as flip-flops, goggles, beach towels and 
sunscreen. After the event, Politi donated the 
baskets to Westchester Jewish Community Ser-
vices (WJCS) to benefit the agency’s Ready for 
Camp drive, which outfits children in need for 
camp. Mitzvah Baskets is a program of WJCS, 

which encourages teens to decorate their bar/bat 
mitzvah ceremony and reception with baskets 
of useful items such as books, layette essentials 
and non-perishable food, which can be donated 
to WJCS for use by it consumers. 

For more information about Mitzvah Bas-
kets, contact Meryl Lewis at 914-761-0600, ext. 
222 or mlewis@wjcs.com. 

The Bronxville Pops Concert Band is 
pleased to announce their 2010 free concert 
schedule. Concerts will be presented on the 
lawn in front of Bronxville High School. Every-
one is invited! Bring a lawn blanket and some 
wine and cheese for the concerts, which will be 
held from 8 to 10 p.m. on Wednesday evenings, 
July 7, 14, 21 and 28.

The high school is located at the intersec-

tion of Midland Avenue and Pondfield Road in 
Bronxville. 

This series is the Pops Concert Band’s 36th 
consecutive year of bringing fine music and en-
tertainment to the community. Donations may 
be made in support of the Bronxville Pops by 
sending a check to: The Shelter Pet Alliance, 45 
North Road, Bronxville N.Y. 10708.

Third Annual WALK 
for The Cottage Schools

Above: Walkers enjoy the glorious May weather 
on the beautiful campus of The Cottage Schools.

At left: WALK co-chairs Wendi Winshall 
and Rachel Rader, both from Chappaqua

Bedford Teen Donates
Camp Items to WJCS

Emily Politi with the donation baskets

Bronxville Is ‘Poppin’!’

The Bronxville Pops Concert Band

Aguilera Rocks the Big City!
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 Excavation  ǅ  Drainage  ǅ  Grading 

 
 

Sidewalks & Curbs  ǅ  Walkways & Walls    
 Patios & Steps  ǅ  Slate  ǅ  Brick Pavers   

Block & Stone  ǅ  Authorized Unilock Installer 

PENNA PAVING  
    914-667-2700 
                          pennapaving@aol.com          
        Fully Insured & Licensed WC-1500-HO4 
 

 
 
 

SSPECIAL OFFER WITH THIS AD Expires 7/31/2010 

10% OFF ALL WORK 

 

 Driveways & Parking Lots  

   MASONRY & CONCRETE 

   BLACKTOP 

See story on Page 8
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Above 
and at left: 
Christina 
Aguilera 

sings 
her heart 

out 
during 

the “Today 
Show” 

Concert 
Series.

At right: 
Aguilera’s 

spirit draws 
smiles from 
the crowd.

At left: “The 
Today Show” 
hosts (l to r): 

Meredith Vieira, 
Matt Lauer and 
Al Roker enjoy 

the show.

Christina Aguilera continues her passionate performance.
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Seniors and Health Care

By Susan Sobel, Social Security District  
Manager in Yonkers

Disability is something most people do not 
like to think about. But the unfortunate reality 
is this — the chances that you will become dis-
abled are probably far greater than you realize. 
Studies show that a 20-year-old worker has a 
three in 10 chance of becoming disabled before 
reaching retirement age.

Social Security pays benefits to people with 
disabilities through the Social Security disability 
insurance program, which is covered by Social 
Security taxes. If you qualify, you can receive 
a monthly disability benefit from Social Secu-
rity for as long as your disability keeps you from 
working. The amount of your benefit is based on 
your average lifetime earnings. After a period of 
time, usually after receiving cash benefits for 24 
months, you can also receive Medicare cover-
age.

When you work and pay Social Security 
taxes, you earn credits. The number of credits 
you need to qualify for disability benefits de-
pends on your age, and some of the work must 
be recent. If you become disabled after age 31, 
you need to have worked for at least 10 years 
and five of the past 10 years. But if you become 
disabled before age 24, you need only one and 
a half years of work in the past three years. To 
learn how many credits you need, refer to the 
convenient chart at www.socialsecurity.gov/dib 
plan/dqualify3.htm.

If you have a disability that makes you un-
able to work, the time to get started with your 
application is now. That’s because it can take 
time to determine whether you qualify for ben-

efits. It usually takes about three to five months 
for a medical decision from the state agency that 
evaluates your condition. Then, if your applica-
tion is approved, your first Social Security dis-
ability payment will be made for the sixth full 
month after the date we determine that your 
disability began. Medicare coverage generally 
begins 24 months, or two years, after you begin 
receiving Social Security disability benefits. 

Given the time it can take, it’s in your best 
interest to do everything you can to speed up the 
process. The best first step is for you to read our 
online publication, Disability Benefits, at www.
socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10029.html. It will tell 
you all about the process, including what infor-
mation you will need to apply for benefits.

Then, take advantage of our online disabil-
ity starter kits. You’ll find them on our disability 
Web site at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability. 
There is one kit for children and one for adults. 
Each kit is available in both English and Span-
ish. The starter kits help you begin the process 
by providing information about the specific doc-
uments and the information that we will request 
from you. We will ask for more details during 
your interview or when you complete the online 
disability report.

Take a look at the disability starter kit now 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability, or call 
800-772-1213 (TTY 800-325-0778) and ask that 
a kit be mailed to you. 

Once you complete the online disability 
starter kit and you’re ready to apply, the most 
convenient way to do that is online too. Just go 
to the same disability Web site at www.socialse 
curity.gov/disability. 

Social Security Column
Disabled? Social Security Can Help

The National Council for Alcoholism and 
Drug Dependence/Westchester, Inc. (NCADD) 
recently held its eighth Annual Spring Luncheon 
to help support its programs of information, 
education, prevention and referrals. NCADD’s 
goal is to educate the public and fight the stigma 
surrounding the disease of alcoholism and other 
drug addictions. 

Thomas D. Croci, vice president and trea-
surer of the Christopher D. Smithers Founda-
tion, spoke on behalf of Adele C. Smithers, pres-

ident of the Christopher Smithers Foundation, 
the nation’s first and oldest private philanthropy 
devoted to the funding of alcoholism-related ini-
tiatives.

“Substance abuse crosses all societal bound-
aries,” said Joan Bonsignore, executive director 
of NCADD. “It affects both genders, every eth-
nic group and people in every tax bracket. Alco-
holism and drug dependence is a disease that has 
roots in both genetic susceptibility and personal 
behavior.” 

Dr. Frank Lattarulo 
(second from left) and Dr. 
Owen O’Neill (third from 
left), of the Wound Heal-
ing Institute at Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Cen-
ter in Sleepy Hollow, 
were among 400 medical 
personnel who were hon-
ored by the Greater New 
York Hospital Associa-
tion for volunteering their 
time and expertise to the 
victims of the earthquake 
in Haiti earlier this year. 
The awards were pre-
sented at GNYHA’s An-
nual Reception and Awards 
Ceremony on May 27 at the IAC Building in 
Manhattan. Lattarulo is a podiatrist and wound 
care specialist and O’Neill, also a wound care 
specialist, is director of Hyperbaric Medicine at 
Phelps. Both physicians were deployed to Haiti 
several weeks after the earthquake, where they 
provided wound care to earthquake victims in 

a field hospital set up in tents next to the Port-
au-Prince Airport. They are pictured with Lee 
Perlman, president of GNYHA Ventures Inc., 
and Ken Raske, president of GNYHA. Not pic-
tured is honoree Tanya Tringali, CNM, a Phelps 
certified nurse midwife who also provided relief 
services in Haiti. 

Photo by Jonathan Bumble 2010

SSMC Shows Appreciation 
to EMS Personnel

Sound Shore Medical Center (SSMC) works 
closely with Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
in the Sound Shore region. Our EMS first re-
sponders are on the front line of health care every 
day — coming to the aid of those with medical 
emergencies is all-in-a-day’s work for them and 
SSMC’s Emergency Department staff. 

SSMC staff expresses their thanks for the 
often life-saving care patients receive before ar-
riving at the Emergency Department. But, each 
year during National EMS Week, they show their 
appreciation “officially.” Emergency Medical 
personnel arriving at the SSMC on Wednesday, 
May 19 were treated to a buffet breakfast, lunch 
and/or dinner and “thank you” wishes. 

In addition, during the week of May 15, 
EMS members arriving at SSMC of Westchester 
received a lasting expression of appreciation — 
a stainless steel thermal bottle inscribed with the 
SSMC logo and “Sound Shore Medical Center 
thanks EMS.” These talented professionals pro-
vide a life-line when moments matter and they 
are needed most. They are dedicated and highly-
trained to provide out-of-hospital medical care 
and transportation for patients with illnesses and 
injuries that are believed to be a medical emer-
gency.

Commenting on the event, Director of Emer-
gency Medicine Joseph Ponticiello, MD, said, 
“These talented men and women provide initial 
assessment and treatment for patients of all ages 
experiencing medical emergencies on a 24/7 ba-
sis. Just like an emergency department, they are 
always ready to answer the call for help!” He con-
cluded, “EMS personnel are an invaluable asset 
to Sound Shore Medical Center and the citizens 
we serve. They deliver approximately 8,000 pa-
tients annually to the waiting physicians, nurses 
and support staff. To each and every one, Sound 
Shore Medical Center of Westchester says thank 
you.”

Sound Shore Health System 
Salutes its Volunteers 

Recently, Sound Shore Health System 

(SSHS) held its annual volunteer recognition 
event to honor those individuals who contribute 
their time and energy to make a difference at 
SSMC, Mount Vernon Hospital and Schaffer Ex-
tended Care Center that includes the Ludington 
Adult Day Program.

This year, Pelham Country Club was the set-
ting for the lovely luncheon attended by many of 
the volunteers. This annual event is a tangible ex-
pression of appreciation by president and CEO, 
John R. Spicer, and other administrators for the 
invaluable work performed by this stalwart group. 
SSHS is proud to count more than 300 individuals 
among their volunteer ranks — and each one of 
them performs duties that make a positive contri-
bution to Sound Shore’s health care mission. 

While all volunteers were thanked for the 
impressive 40,000 hours they contributed last 
year — making our hospitals a friendlier, caring 
and comforting place for patients, staff and visi-
tors — certainly the highlight of the event was the 
presentation of awards. 

Special mention went to Lillian Brynin and 
Margaret Rodney, who are affectionately known 
as the “knitters.” Again this year, they were rec-
ognized for their contributions to SSMC. These 
ladies spend untold hours creating knitted and 
crocheted items in the medical center’s boutique. 
Each year, the knitters contribute proceeds from 
their creations to purchase a “wish list” item. Be-
cause of Brynin and Rodney’s generous donation 
of time and talent, the Emergency Department 
will have a new digital baby scale and a Fetal 
Dopplex. 

Commenting on SSMC’s volunteers, Spicer 
said, “Sound Shore Medical Center prizes its 
volunteers and praises their contributions to our 
mission of providing quality, affordable and ac-
cessible health care to individuals in southern 
Westchester County and beyond. Their generous 
contributions of time and energy are an invaluable 
asset to our staff, our patients and their families.”

For information on volunteer opportunities, 
contact Josephine Catalano at 914-365-4987 or 
josephine.catalano@sshsw.org. 

Phelps Hospital Medical Staff Honored 
for Volunteer Service in Haiti

NCADD Annual Spring Luncheon

L to r: Ray Griffin, Ph.D, president of NCADD (Greenwich, Conn.); Patrice Wallace-Moore, 
executive director of Arms Acres, Inc. (Mt. Vernon); Sister Danielle Maria Baran, principal 

of Maria Regina High School (Hartsdale); Arthur Stagg, CASAC, Advocate for the Addicted 
and the Homeless (White Plains); Scott Clark, sports anchor for WABC-TV, Eyewitness News 

(Rye); William A. Knack Ph.D., CASAC, Addictions Specialist associate professor 
(Chappaqua); Michael Yazurio, Ed.D., superintendent of Tuckahoe School District (Yonkers); 

Deborah Aikens, Ph.D., LMSW, CASAC, associate dean of the NCADD/CASAC training 
program, assistant professor in the Division of Social Behavioral Sciences and director 

of the Mercy College CASAC Program (Bronx); and Joan Bonsignore, 
executive director of NCADD (Eastchester), at the NCADD Annual Spring Luncheon

Photo by John Vecchiolla

After two years of cuts to its core contracts 
by New York State government and the closure 
of long-standing programs, AIDS-Related Com-
munity Services (ARCS) announced the addi-
tion of four new services to its roster of compre-
hensive services. Current funding priorities have 
focused on bringing underserved populations 
into the health care system, and ARCS is able 
to draw on its 25 years of experience and excel-
lence to deepen its services to those in need.

A new health care access and enrollment 
program reaches out to HIV-positive Hudson 
Valley residents who are not currently engaged 
by the health care system. Its main objective is to 
provide outreach and education to enhance early 
access to quality health care for HIV-positive 
people of color, and to decrease disparities in 
health outcomes for minority populations. Two 
health care enrollment specialists, one serving 
the Mid-Hudson region and one operating in 
Lower Hudson, will outreach to HIV-positive 
people to enroll them in ADAP (the New York 
State Department of Health’s AIDS Drug Assis-
tance Program) and other health care coverage 
each year. 

ARCS also expanded its successful 
THRIVES Nutrition program from Orange, Sul-
livan and Ulster counties to the Lower Hudson 
region. THRIVES South will ensure that HIV-

positive residents of Westchester and Putnam 
counties and their dependent children have ac-
cess to nutritional foods that promote health and 
increase their ability to manage their HIV and 
the medical complications wrought by its treat-
ment regimens. A nutritional coordinator teach-
es enrolled clients how to shop for nutritional 
foods, and supplies them with grocery vouchers 
to encourage greater independence and healthy 
food choices. 

Finally, the Community Health Alliance 
for Prevention and Safety (CHAPS) aims to re-
duce the transmission of HIV/STDs, contribute 
to improved sexual health and wellness among 
young men who have sex with men (YMSMs) 
of color and provide HIV/STD testing and ac-
cess to health care and other needed services. 
CHAPS will concentrate efforts in the more ur-
ban areas of Westchester County, chiefly along 
the southern border (centered on White Plains, 
Yonkers, Mt. Vernon and New Rochelle), where 
much of the county’s population of color is con-
centrated, while using outreach and intervention 
strategies adapted to the unique characteristics 
of Westchester’s gay community. 

For information on these new programs and 
how to enroll, visit www.arcs.org or call 914-
345-8888.

ARCS Announces New Programs 
for Underserved Communities

News from the Sound Shore 
Medical Center

Make Rising Media Group a part 
of your advertising plan. 

Call today! 914-965-4000





	 WANTED: Antiques • Art • Estates - 
Generous cash payments for your belongings, 
including: paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, in-
struments, coins, clocks, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-654-1683.

ADOPT: A nuturing, loving teacher hopes to 
adopt newborn. Financial security, unconditional 
love, extended family for your baby. Expenses 
paid. Denise @ 1-877-309-5298

Adoption: Are you looking for the best home 
for your baby? A childless, loving woman wishes 
to adopt newborn. Financially secure and close, 
extended family. Legal and confidential. Expens-
es paid. Please call Lisa at 1-866-855-2166

Adoption: Loving professional woman 
wishes to become world’s happiest mommy and 
provide warm, stable home filled with joy and 
limitless love to your newborn. Assistance with 
expenses. Rose~866-283-4107

Adoption: Loving parents and their 9 year 
old adopted daughter would love a baby brother 
or sister. Stay at home mom, professional dad. 
Expenses paid. Please call Becky/ Mike 800-472-
1835

ADOPT: Our loving hearts will cherish 
your newborn. Happily married, educated couple 
will provide warm secure home. Expenses paid. 
Contact: Patty & Greg 1-888-497-4431 www.
pattyandgreg.com

ADOPT: Happy, loving couple. Museums, 
ballgames, travel, financial security await your 
baby. Your child will always have our uncondi-
tional love & support. Expenses paid. 1-888-502-
6002

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE $1000 

GROCERY COUPON. NOAH’S ARC SUP-
PORT NO KILL SHELTERS, RESEARCH TO 
ADVANCE VETERINARY TREATMENTS 
FREE TOWING, TAX DEDUCTIBLE, NON-
RUNNERS ACCEPTED 1-866-912-GIVE

Custom Modular Homes by Ritz-Craft 
& Titan anywhere in NY & PA Complete Exca-
vation Packages Display Center: 46 King Road, 
Harpursville, NY 13787 www.hawkinshomesllc.
com (607)693-2551

ALL CASH VENDING! Do you earn $800 
in a day? Your own local candy route. Includes 25 
Machines and Candy All for $9,995. 1-888-771-
3496

TRACTOR TRAILER TRAINING: If 
qualified- June Classes, Pell Grants, VA Benefits, 
Tuition Assistance, Housing, Local/ National Em-
ployment Assistance. NTTS, Liverpool/ Buffalo 
NY Branch 1-888-243-9320 www.ntts.edu

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED! More 
Hometime! Top Pay! NEWER EQUIPMENT! 
Up to $.43/mile company drivers! 12 months 
OTR required. HEARTLAND EXPRESS 1-800-
441-4953 www.heartlandexpress.com

NEW Norwood SAWMILLS- Lumber-
Mate-Pro handles logs 34” diameter, mills boards 
28” wide. Automated quick-cycle-sawing increas-
es efficiency up to 40%! www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/300N 1-800-661-7746 Ext 300N

CASH NOW! Get cash for your structured 
settlement or annuity payments. High payouts. 
Call J.G. Wentworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT 
(1-866-738-8536). Rated A+ by the Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

**BODYGUARDS WANTED** FREE 
Training for memebrs. No Experience OK. Ex-
cellent $$$. Full & Part Time. Sign On Bonus. 
1-615-228-1701. www.psubodyguards.com

OTR DRIVERS NEEDED Reefer, Tanker 
and Flatbed Positions. CDL Training Available 

Incredible Freight Network & Plenty of Miles! 
All levels of experience welcome 1-800-277-
0212 www.primeinc.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING- Train for high 
paying Aviation Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified- Job Placement Assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866)296-7093

DRIVER-O/O’S New Mileage Increase! 
We are looking for owner operators. Steady, no 
touch, container freight moving between Newark, 
NJ & Upstate NY area. Home often. Buy Fuel@ 
$1.35/gal. No forced dispatch. Call Today 800-
844-9340

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 520+ 
NE Homes l Auction: 6/24 Open House: June 12, 
13 & 19 REDC l View Full Listings www.Auc-
tion.com RE Brkr 10990187

NY’s Southern Tier Rolling Meadows 
Farm 12 Acres- $25,995. 11 Acres w/ Barn - 
$34,995. FREE CLOSING COSTS Owner Fi-
nancing Call 800-229-7843 www.landandcamps.
com

UPSTATE NY- 3 COUNTY FARM & 
FORECLOSURE LIQUIDATION! Ex. 16 acs-

$29,900! State Land, trout streams, farms, 
barns! Beautiful landpennies on the dollar! Clear 
title, terms! 888-897-2144 www.NewYorkLan-
dandLakes.com

CHERRY BEDROOM SET. Solid Wood, 
never used, brand new in factory boxes. English 
Dovetail. Original cost $4500. Sell for $749. Can 
deliver. 917-731-0425

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 
home. *Medical, *Business, *Paralegal, *Ac-
counting, *Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if 
qualified. Call 888-201-8657 www.CenturaOn-
line.com

GOVERNMENT HOME FOR SALE 

49 STONEY CREEKE ROAD HADLEY, NY 
12835. Sealed bid Sale 2 story; 5 bedrooms; 1.75 
baths; 1,782 sq ft. home on .38 acres. Purchaser 
will be required to have all operating systems in-
spected prior to occupancy. Bid will be accepted 
until 4:30 pm on July 9, 2010. Property to be sold 
to highest bidder. A 10% bid deposit is required. 
Contact the USDA Rural Development Office at 
518-692-9940 ext4 for additional information

NC MOUNTAIN LAND Mountain top 
tract, 2.6 acres, private, large public lake 5 min. 
away, owner must sell. Only $25,500. Call 866-
275-0442

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best selec-
tion of affordable rentals. Full/partial weeks. Call 
for FREE brochure. Open daily. Holiday Real Es-
tate. 1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com

NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ- FLOREN-
TINE MOTEL Beach/Boardwalk Block, Heated

Pools, Efficiency/ Motel units refrigerator, 
elevator. Color Brochure/ specials 609-522-4075 
DEPT.105 www.florentinemotel.com

Great Land & Spectacular Oceanfront- Surf 
& turf, the best of all worlds at OCEANVIEW on 
Virginia’s Eastern Shore. Spectacular 1 to 4 acre 
lots, many with deepwater frontage on the main-
land overlooking pristine oceanfront island less 
than 2 miles away. Each lot includes deeded own-
ership in private oceanfront parcel with crashing 
surf. Sun, sail, swim, fish, clam, and play on your 
private island during the days and dine at near-
by quaint restaurants at night. May remind you 
of the Jersey shore many years ago. Unique op-
portunity makes these lots available at prices last 
seen in 1986! Waterfront lots $100,000, pond lots 
$65,000 and view lots at $40,000. Every lot has 
DIRECT ocean views. Owner (757)665-4410, 
email: oceanlandtrust@yahoo.com or Wibiti.
com/4XRV

ARTS AND CRAFTS
June-September - The White Plains Pub-

lic Library - is pleased to announce the opening 
of Jazz Studies, a photographic display by JoAnn 
Krivin. The show opens in the library’s Museum 
Gallery on Wednesday, June 30, with an artists’ 
reception from 6 to 8 pm. The exhibit will be on 
display through September 30. One of the few 
women in the field of jazz photography, Krivin 
documented the professional jazz scene from the 
late 1970’s until the late 1990’s. This exhibit is 
made possible by the Friends of the White Plains 
Public Library with assistance from the City of 
White Plains. Museum Gallery hours are 10 am 
to 9 pm, Monday and Wednesday; 10 am to 6 
pm, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; and 1 to 5 
pm, Saturday. The library is located at 100 Mar-
tine Ave. in White Plains. 

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
June 28 - Cerebral Palsy of Westchester - 

will host their ninth Annual Golf Classic at Fen-
way Golf Club in Scarsdale. Corporate sponsors 
and individual players will enjoy a day of golf 
and have a shot at the Hole-In-One and other 
competitions. After the tournament, participants 
will take part in the evening’s festivities, which 
include: dinner, silent auction, raffle and a pre-
sentation of the tournament winners. Cerebral 
Palsy of Westchester would like to thank our 
sponsors and supporters that contribute to our 
agency’s efforts in raising money for our pro-
grams and services that thousands of children 
and adults with disabilities benefit from each 
year. Fenway Golf Club is located at 408 Old 
Mamaroneck Rd. in Scarsdale; the shot gun start 
will take place at 12:30 pm. For more informa-
tion or to participate in the event, contact Kris-
ten Harris, development and public relations 
coordinator, 937-3800, ext. 353; kristen.harris@
cpwestchester.org; www.cpwestchester.org

CAMPS
Ongoing thru June 30 - Westchester 

Sandbox Theatre Summer Camp - Registra-
tion for summer camp, for ages six to 12, contin-
ues through June 30. Join us for summer camp 
at the Westchester Sandbox Theatre. The camp 
offers a unique summer experience your child 
will remember forever! Campers will spend 
the day in the air-conditioned theater, rehears-
ing for a show, playing theater games, singing 
and dancing. After each three-week session 
(7/12-7/30 and 8/2-8/20, from 9:30 am to 3:30 
pm, Monday through Friday) the children will 
perform for their parents. What makes this camp 
unique is that half the day is spent outdoors 2-3 
times a week. This will allow the campers to ex-
perience some more traditional camp activities. 
In addition, campers will also be taking a field 
trip to NYC to see a Broadway show! The cost 
is $850 per session and your child can attend 
one or both sessions. For more information, call 
630-0804; located 931c E. Boston Post Rd. in 
Mamaroneck; information: www.Westchester-
SandboxTheatre.com.

DANCE & MUSIC; REEL & STAGE
June 26 - Charlie Lagond & Friends - 

present Cinemusica, a free concert at 8 pm at 
Whippoorwill Hall at North Castle Public Li-
brary, located at 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East in 
Armonk; information: 273-3887. Joining Lag-
ond will be Neil Alexander on keyboards; John 
Benitez on bass; Dwayne Perdue on drums; and 
Armand Hirsch on guitar, along with special 
guests. The concert is sponsored by Friends of 
the North Castle Public Library, Inc. Doors open 
at 7 pm. No advance registration is required as 
there is no reserved seating. Directions and in-
formation: visit www.northcastlelibrary.org.

June-August - Westchester Broadway 
Theatre - June 21: Kenny Vance and The Plan-
etones, Bill Haley’s Comets, Clarion; June 
29: Steve Lippia in “Simply Sinatra;” August 

10: The Australian Bee Gees Show; The Fam-
ily Theatre Production of “Peter Pan,” July 8- 
through August 15, dinner and show for “Peter 
Pan” range between $45 and $60 plus tax (bev-
erage service and gratuities not included); also 
check the Web site for ongoing special offers; 
for group reservations of 20 or more, call 592-
2225 for details, Monday through Friday from 
10 am to 6 pm; tickets: 592-2222; located at 1 
Broadway Plaza in Elmsford.

July - Westchester Sandbox Theatre - is 
pleased to present a summer, family musical, 
“Seussical.” This charming musical is based on 
the classic tales of Dr. Seuss. The famous char-
acters come to life in this rock and roll musical 
about believing in yourself! Performance dates 
are Friday and Saturday, July 9 & 10, at 8 pm 
and Sunday, July 11, at 3 pm. Friday & Satur-
day, July 16 & 17, at 8 pm and Sunday, July 18, 
at 3 pm; Friday & Saturday, July 23 & 24, at 8 
pm and Sunday, July 25, at 3 pm; general admis-
sion: $24 , student/senior: $20; ask about group 
rates. For more information or to reserve tickets, 
call 630-0804 or visit www.WestchesterSand-
boxTheatre.com; located at 931c E. Boston Post 
Rd. in Mamaroneck. 

LIBRARY PROGRAMS
June - White Plains Public Library - For 

Adults: 6/26 at 2 pm - La Troupe Makandal chan-
nels the power of traditional Afro-Haitian music 
and dance to represent Haiti’s history and cul-
ture in theaters and schools. For Children: 6/28 
at 10:30 am, Puppet Making Workshop - Make 
puppets and learn how to make them move with 
Lionheart Puppets. Registration required. Call 
422-1476. 6/28 at 12 pm, The Little Red Hen 
Puppet Show - So much to do and little time to 
do it in!! How is Ms. Hen ever going to get her 
famous cookies made in time for the bake sale? 
Maybe if she could get her friends to help. Pre-
sented by Lionheart Puppets. 6/28 at 4 pm, Flow 
Circus Magic and Juggling Show - Help kick off 
our summer reading game, Make a Splash!, with 
magic and juggling with Flow Circus; for ages 
5 and up. 6/28 at 7 pm and 6/29 at 3 pm, Trove 

Summer Flicks: “The Princess and the Frog:” 
The TROVE Summer Flicks Festival is making 
a splash this week with “The Princess and the 
Frog.” Tiana meets a frog prince who desperate-
ly wants to be human again. A fateful kiss leads 
them both on a hilarious adventure through the 
mystical bayous of Louisiana. Rated G, 98 mins. 
Additional information: Join us for our TROVE 
Summer Flicks Festival! The movies will be 
shown at 7 pm on Monday evenings and also re-
peated on Tuesday afternoons at 3 pm through-
out the summer. The program is free and no tick-
ets are necessary. Note the suggested audience 
ages for each film, as these will vary. 6/29 at 12 
pm, Puss In Boots Puppet Show - This classic 
fairy tale features beautifully crafted hand pup-
pets, a life-sized ogre and clever scenic design. 
Presented by Spring Valley Puppet Theater. 6/30 
at 2 pm, Book Bunch: Join The Trove’ book 
discussion group for third and fourth graders. 
Read something fun, new and challenging and 
talk about it with other kids over pizza at Uno 
Chicago Grill. Title to be announced. Pre-reg-
istration is required and will begin Wednesday, 
June 9. Register in person at The Trove. When 
you register, you will receive a free copy of the 
selected title, which is yours to keep; located at 
100 Martine Ave. in White Plains.

NATURE PROGRAMS
June 27 - Hunt for Wild Mulberries - at 

Ryder Farm in Brewster with naturalist/author 
“Wildman” Steve Brill at 11 am. The grounds of 
this organic community-supported agriculture 
farm are loaded with wild foods, and on this ear-
ly summer tour of this beautiful locale, we could 
be finding just about anything. The 30-minute 
talk followed by a 60-minute walking tour be-
gins at 11 am, Sunday, June 27, at Ryder Farm, 
located at 400 Starr Ridge Rd. in Brewster. The 
suggested donation is $15 for adults and $10 
for children under 12. Call 835-2153 at least 24 
hours ahead to reserve a place. For “Wildman’s” 
2010 tour calendar and additional information, 
visit www.wildmanstevebrill.com. 
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Classifieds

Allegheny College, Meadville, Pa.
Gregory King, son of Stephen King and Jan-

ine King of Croton-on-Hudson, recently graduated 
from Allegheny College. King received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in economics.

Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa.
The following area residents have received 

degrees from Bucknell University, during com-
mencement ceremonies held May 23:

Jordan D. Brodsky, Armonk, son of Howard 
and Nancy Brodsky of Armonk, and a 2006 gradu-
ate of Byram Hills HS, graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Latin American Studies and Spanish.

Carly R. Narva, Armonk, daughter of Ken-
neth and Gale Narva of Armonk, and a 2006 gradu-
ate of Byram Hills HS, graduated with a B.S. in 
Business Administration in Management.

Lauren N. Post, Armonk, daughter of Jeffrey 
and Jane Post of Armonk, and a 2006 graduate of 
Byram Hills HS, graduated Magna Cum Laude with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Economics. Post received the 
William C. Gretzinger Prize for the highest stand-
ing in economics.

Lauren M. Yee, Armonk, daughter of Philip 
and Bonnie Yee of Armonk, and a 2006 graduate 
of Byram Hills H S, graduated Cum Laude with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Art & Art History and Spanish.

Champlain College, Burllington, Vt.
The following area residents have been named 

to the Dean’s List for the spring semester at Cham-
plain College: 

Allison Kehoe, Cortlandt Manor, majoring in 
Early Childhood/Elementary Education.

Jessie Bonaros, Waccabuc, majoring in 
Criminal Justice

Ross Ransom, Katonah, majoring in Com-
munication

Kimberly Squires,  South Salem, majoring in 
Secondary Education-Social Studies

Cheshire Academy, Cheshire, Conn.
The following students graduated from 

Cheshire Academy during commencement exer-
cises held June 5:

Carlo Civita, a resident of Chappaqua, son of 
Mr. David Schlusselberg and Ms. Ana Civita

Jared Davis, a resident of New Rochelle, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. St. Clair Davis

Matthew Friedman, a resident of Scarsdale, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Friedman

Lindsay Rich, a resident of South Salem, 
daughter of Mr. Gary Rich

Chad Salter, a resident of Mount Vernon son 
of Mrs. Marva Salter.

Claremont McKenna College, Claremont, 
Calif.

Maia Gottesfeld from Cortlandt Manor, 
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree at commence-
ment exercises held May 15.

Connecticut College, New London, Conn.
Meghan Rossini, a freshman at Connecti-

cut College, was awarded the CRC Press Chem-
istry Achievement Award on April 28, given for 
outstanding academic achievement in chemis-
try. Rossini, a 2009 graduate of Bronxville High 
School, is the daughter of Liza Kelly-Rossini and 
Doug Rossini of Bronxville. 

Jesse Deutsch, a senior at Connecticut Col-
lege, was awarded the Robert W. Jordan Prize 
on April 28, given for excellence in philosophy. 
Deutsch, a 2006 graduate of Horace Greeley High 
School, is the son of Eve Silverman and Mitchell 
Deutsch of Chappaqua.

Alexis Temkin, a senior at Connecticut Col-
lege, was awarded the E. Frances Botsford Prize on 
April 28, given to a senior for excellence in biol-
ogy and service to the department. Temkin, a 2006 
graduate of Horace Greeley High School, is the 
daughter of Ana Van Winters and Robert Temkin 
of Chappaqua. 

Curry College, Milton, Mass.
The following students were named to the 

Dean’s List for the spring term at Curry College:
Kyle Berliner of Pound Ridge
Patrick May of Hastings-on-Hudson
Julia Taylor of Rye Brook

Delaware Valley College, Doylestown, Pa.
Joseph Mahoney, Eastchester, has been 

named to the Dean’s List at Delaware Valley Col-
lege.

Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa.
Timothy Kurpis of Yorktown Heights, a se-

nior at Gettysburg College, received the Wall Street 
Journal Student Achievement Award & Charles W. 
Beachem Athletic Award at Gettysburg College’s 
May 15, Spring Honors Day ceremonies.

Keene State College, Keene, N.H.
The following students have been named to 

the Dean’s List at Keene State College:
Alexa Michelle Pfeffer of Goldens Bridge
Richard Scappaticci of Harrison
Noreen Susan Scott of Katonah
Justin Bruce Powers of Katonah
Kristen Carly Schmidt of Pleasantville

Marist College, Poughkeepsie
The following residents graduated from Marist 

College, the weekend of May 21:

Anthony R. Bilotto, New Rochelle received 
a BA in Psychology

Tracey M. Lewis, New Rochelle received a 
BPS in Fashion Merchandising

Nicholas J. Tomasula, Rye Brook, received a 
BS in Business Administration/ Emphasis: Human 
Resources 

Agnieszka W. Bartosiak, Mount Vernon re-
ceived, an MBA in Business Administration

La’Cora Nyree Norman Blake, Mt. Vernon 
received a BS in Business Administration/Empha-
sis: Human Resources

Julius Hamlet Morton, Mount Vernon re-
ceived a MPA in Public Administration

Matthew T. Williams. Mount Vernon re-
ceived an MA in Educational Psychology/ Special 
Education

Elizabeth G. Betrand, Bronxville received a 
MBA in Business Administration

Robert B. Capua Jr., Eastchester received a 
BA in Communication Studies

Dominique Cruz, Eastchester received a BS 
in Business Administration/Emphasis: Marketing

Alexandra DErcole, Scarsdale received a BA 
in Communications/Radio/TV/Film

John A. Duclos, Bronxville received a BA in 
Economics

Greta M. Kollmann, Eastchester received a 
BA in Fine Arts - Studio

Brigid Kathrine McCrory, Bronxville re-
ceived a BA in Fine Arts - Studio

Melissa Carol Piedmont, Bronxville received 
a BA in Psychology/Special Education

Marisa Rose Rummo, Eastchester received a 
BA in Communications/Public Relations

Shawn Michael Stewart, Scarsdale received 
a BA in Sports Communications

Raquel N. Bermudez, Somers received a MA 

Academic Excellence

Continued on Page 10
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With summer just around the corner, the 
Music Conservatory of Westchester has an-
nounced a variety of music and theatre programs 
for children of all ages beginning at the end of 
June. Students are invited to explore their inter-
ests in the arts with expanded offerings and de-
velop new skills in a supportive, relaxed and fun 
environment. Highlights include the Summer 
Musical Theatre Workshop, Summer Music and 
Arts Program, Suzuki Strings Summer Institute 
and Summer Vocal Performance Academy. 

Summer Musical Theatre Workshop 
Workshop participants (ages 10 to 16) 

spend three or six weeks learning about acting 
from Broadway and television actress Sarah 
Knapp, singing from award-winning composer 
and music director Steven Alper, and dance 
from internationally known choreographer Jona-
than Riedel. The program employs an ensemble 
philosophy, which means every participant gets 
featured in some way. This summer’s produc-
tions are “The Music Man” and “Beauty and 
the Beast.” The first of its kind in Westchester 
County, a new Technical Theatre option is now 
available for students interested in lights, sound, 
costumes, props and stage management. Each 
three-week session will end with a performance 
on the main stage of Westchester Community 
College. The workshop runs from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., Monday, June 28, through Friday, 
July 16 (session one), and Monday, July 19, 
through Friday, August 6 (session two). Tuition 
is $995 for a single session or $1,825 for both 
sessions; a discount for White Plains residents 
is available.

Summer Music and Arts Program 
The Summer Music and Arts program of-

fers group instrumental lessons, arts and crafts, 
singing, dance/movement, acting, improvisation 
and educational games for ages six to 11. The 
conservatory now offers Creative Dramatics, 
which teaches the basics of stage craft and sto-
ry-telling, as an alternative to group instrument 
lessons. The four-week program, which runs 

Tuesday, July 6, through Friday, July 30, meets 
Monday through Friday. Half-day (9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.), full-day (9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.), and 
extended-day (9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.) options are 
offered. Tuition ranges from $595 to $1,125; a 
discount for White Plains residents is available.

Suzuki Strings Summer Institute 
The Suzuki Strings Summer Institute is an 

intensive program for young violin and cello stu-
dents ages four and up. The program, which runs 
Monday, August 23, through Friday, August 27, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., includes lessons, 
group class, Music Skills, yoga, performance 
class and recitals. Beginners are welcome; stu-
dents under age seven must be accompanied by 
an adult. All institute faculty are certified Suzuki 
instructors with years of teaching experience. 
Tuition is based on lesson type and ranges from 
$375 to $550. 

Summer Vocal Performance Academy 
For students interested in honing their vo-

cal skills, the Summer Vocal Performance Acad-
emy teaches healthy vocal technique and builds 
a foundation in a range of vocal styles, includ-
ing classical, opera, musical theatre, jazz and 
gospel. The curriculum includes private voice 
lessons (for ages 16+), ensemble, sight-singing 
and dictation, vocal technique, acting for sing-
ers, jazz and gospel workshops, master classes, 
vocal health and performance opportunities. The 
academy takes place Monday, August 2, through 
Friday, August 13, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuition is $1,195 (for ages 16+) or $895 for the 
the apprentice program (ages 14-15). Auditions 
are required.

The Music Conservatory of Westchester is 
located at 216 Central Ave. in White Plains. For 
more information or to register for a summer 
program, contact Jean Newton, dean of students 
and faculty, at 914-761-3900, ext. 112 or jean@
musiced.org.

A complete list of programs is available by 
visiting www.musicconservatoryonline.org. 

Westchester Community College has again 
been recognized for its role regarding diversity 
in education. The institution has been included 
on three separate lists of leading colleges as 
polled by Diverse: Issues in Higher Education 
magazine. 

As the college is poised to set another en-
rollment record in the fall, and is moving closer 
toward the opening of its new Gateway Center 
building (summer 2010), which will offer even 
more resources for its diverse student body, 
along with a large number of new Americans, 
the magazine recognized the college on three 
separate lists:

• The college has been listed as #96 in the 

list of the top 100 degree producers for All Dis-
ciplines Combined for Associate Degrees for 
Hispanics.

• The second list included the college at #82 
for All Disciplines Combined for Associate De-
grees for African Americans.

• The third list noted the college’s place-
ment as the 88th largest degree producer in All 
Disciplines Combined for Associate Degrees, 
Total Minority Category.

Westchester Community College, with 
more than 14,000 credit students each semes-
ter, is the largest educational institution in the 
county. 

Transfiguration School in Tarrytown will 
welcome home Deputy Westchester County 
Executive Kevin Plunkett as a speaker for the 
school’s graduation ceremonies on June 26.

Graduation ceremonies will be held at 11 
a.m. at Transfiguration School, located at 40 
Prospect Ave. in Tarrytown.

As deputy county executive, Plunkett over-
sees the operations of all county departments 
and commissions. Before his appointment in 
December 2009, Plunkett served as corpo-
rate council for the City of Rye and has repre-
sented municipalities and school boards across 
Westchester County in private law practice.

A Transfiguration School alumnus, Plunkett 

will be present as his niece graduates from the 
school. His five children are also alumni of the 
school, and next year Plunkett’s granddaughter 
will be the third generation of the family to at-
tend.

“One of the unique things about Transfigu-
ration School is that families never totally leave 
the school when a child graduates,” said Trans-
figuration School Principal Audrey Woods. 
“When alumni come back year after year to 
visit and send their own children here, it makes 
Transfiguration School very special. It becomes 
more than just a school; it becomes a commu-
nity.” 

Music Conservatory of Westchester Kevin Plunkett to Speak at 
Transfiguration School Graduation

WCC Makes Leading Colleges 
Lists in Diverse: Issues 

in Higher Education Magazine

in Communication
Sarah Dunham, Katonah received a BA in 

Communications/Public Relations
Gregory Elias Nemnom, Bedford received a 

BS in Business Administration/Emphasis: Finance
Ana Alicia Sendon, Bedford Hills received a 

BS in Biology

McDaniel College, Westminster, Md.
Joseph R. Marallo Jr., New Rochelle, gradu-

ated from McDaniel College on May 22 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology.

Nazareth College, Rochester
The following students have earned Dean’s 

List honors for the Spring semester at Nazareth 
College:

Teadie Becker, Lincolndale
Catherine Beers, Peekskill
Jeremy Mancus, Irvington

Quinnipiac University, Hamden, Conn.
The following students received degrees from 

Quinnipiac University, during commencement cer-
emonies on May 16:

Laura M. Bernstein of New Rochelle, Bach-
elor of Science in accounting

Brittany Anne Bucci of Tarrytown, Bachelor 
of Arts in theater

Anthony Cacchiani of Hawthorne, Bachelor 
of Science in finance

Jason P. Candee of South Salem, Bachelor of 
Science in international business

Marco R. Carlacci of Hawthorne, Bachelor 
of Science in international business

Steven L. Coppolecchia of Bronxville. Bach-
elor of Science in health science studies

John F. Cosentino of Port Chester, Bachelor 
of Science in finance

Joseph A. DelBene of Valhalla, Bachelor of 
Arts in journalism

Dina Marie DeSanctis of Valhalla, Bachelor 
of Science in health science studies

Meghan M. Dowdle of Dobbs Ferry, Bach-
elor of Science in health science studies

Lauren E. Eldon of Katonah, Bachelor of 
Arts in public relations

Anne K. Gusmano of Rye Brook, Bachelor 
of Science in health science studies

Brittany Yvonne James of Tarrytown, Bach-
elor of Arts in public relations

Christina Mariani of Harrison, Bachelor of 
Science in advertising

Brian L. Meyers of Briarcliff Manor, Bach-
elor of Arts in interactive digital design

Ralph S. Michielli of Ardsley, Bachelor of 
Science in BBMKT

Mary C. Mongarella of Scarsdale, Bachelor 
of Arts in communications

Ashlee C. O’Donnell of Scarsdale, Bachelor 
of Science in marketing

Matthew E. Pacheco of Bedford Hills, Bach-
elor of Arts in public relations

Roberto F. Passaro of Hartsdale, Bachelor of 
Science in international business

Victor J. Paterno of Rye Brook, Bachelor of 
Science in marketing

Krista M. Rappoccio of Port Chester, Bach-
elor of Science in international business

Cristina M. Romano of Somers, Bachelor of 
Arts in Spanish

Rebecca L. Rosengren of New Rochelle, 
Bachelor of Arts in criminal justice

Evan Matthew Sahr of Millwood, Bachelor 
of Science in marketing

Lauren D. Salzman of Chappaqua, Bachelor 
of Arts in interactive digital design

Jenna M. Sansolo of Ardsley, Bachelor of 
Science in veterinary technology

Ian K. Scollins of Croton on Hudson, Bach-
elor of Science in athletic training/sports medicine

Lisa Smacchia of Thornwood, Bachelor of 
Arts in psychology

Steven R. Spano of Briarcliff Manor, Bach-
elor of Science in marketing

Matthew A. Suraci of Katonah, Bachelor of 
Arts in communications

Ashley A. Suydam of Hastings-On-Hudson, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing

Jacqueline R. Tobias of Mohegan Lake, 
Bachelor of Arts in journalism

Christopher N. Tsagaris of Ardsley, Bach-
elor of Science in management

Nicholas J. Tuosto of Katonah, Bachelor of 
Arts in communications

Jennifer M. Vangor of Mahopac, Bachelor of 
Science in nursing

Edward J. VanValen of Larchmont, Bach-
elor of Arts in sociology

Andrew James Wilgermein of Tarrytown, 
Bachelor of Arts in criminal justice

Kevin Nathaniel Winters of Katonah, Bach-
elor of Arts in communications

Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, Conn.
The following students received degrees from 

Sacred Heart University, at commencement cer-
emonies held May 15 and 16

Juliana Shkreli of Bronxville, Bachelor of 
Science; Shkreli has also been named to the Dean’s 
List for the spring semester.

Alessia Sozio of Eastchester, Bachelor of Sci-
ence

Christina Buonocore of Eastchester, Bach-
elor of Arts

Dayna Orlando of Eastchester, Bachelor 
of Science; Orlando has also been named to the 
Dean’s List for the spring semester.

Jaclyn Vanacore of Scarsdale, Bachelor of 
Science

Jacqueline Vele of Scarsdale, Bachelor of 
Arts

Tara Seney of Tuckahoe, Bachelor of Sci-
ence

John Vales of Katonah, Bachelor of Science
Joseph Fagnoni of Bedford, Master of Sci-

ence
The following students received degrees from 

Sacred Heart University:
Eric Doherty of Pleasantville, Bachelor of 

Science
Jaimie Weinlein of White Plains, Master of 

Arts in Teaching
Janyll Moquete of Briarcliff Manor, Bach-

elor of Science
Jennifer Dorazio of Valhalla, Bachelor of 

Science
Juliana Brittis of Hartsdale, Bachelor of 

Arts; Brittis was also named to the Dean’s List for 
the spring semester.

Justine Mallardi of Tarrytown, Bachelor of 
Science

Kathryn LaGrassa of Briarcliff Manor, 
Bachelor of Science

Kristin Marano of White Plains, Bachelor of 
Arts; Marano was also named to the Dean’s List for 
the spring semester.

Martina Rafferty of Valhalla, Bachelor of 
Science

Paul Ferraro of Pleasantville, Bachelor of 
Science

Victoria Gagliardi of Hastings on the Hud-
son, Bachelor of Science

William Gentzsch of Elmsford, Master of 
Arts in Teaching

Lauren Rodriguez of Pound Ridge, Bachelor 
of Arts

The following area students have been named 
to the Dean’s List at Sacred Heart University, Fair-
field, CT. for the spring semester:

Valerie Crotty of Hawthorne
Bryan Harmon of Dobbs Ferry

Shaina Dicarmine of Hawthorne
Kathryn LaGrassa of Briarcliff Manor
Ariana Marano of Thornwood
Amanda Matra of Cortlandt Manor
Ashley Raniolo of Ossining
Stephanie Rubeo of Elmsford
Daniel Villanova of Briarcliff Manor
John Rella of Eastchester
Luis Gonzalez of Tuckahoe
Sophia Guerrino of Tuckahoe
Michael Rappe of Scarsdale
Stephanie Valvano of Scarsdale
Daniel Bruno of Katonah
Anthony Delano of Mt. Kisco
Antonette Lofaro of Bedford Corners
Christine Loscri of South Salem
Kelly Slater of Amawalk

St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud, 
Minn.

Narcisse Gueley has been named to the 
Dean’s List at St. Cloud State University, for the 
spring semester.

St. Lawrence University, Canton, N.Y.
The following students have been selected for 

inclusion on the Dean’s List during the spring se-
mester at St. Lawrence University:

Gregory S. Berlin ‘11 of New Rochelle; Ber-
lin graduated from New Rochelle High School 1 in 
New Rochelle. He is majoring in Psychology and 
Philosophy with a minor in Philosophy. The His-
tory Society, The Hub, and The Fencing Club are 
among the activities that Berlin has participated in 
on campus.

Shane L. Hoffman ‘11 of South Salem; Hoff-
man graduated from Hackley School in Tarrytown. 
He is majoring in Economics. Men Against Sexual 
Violence, football, and indoor track are among the 
activities that Hoffman has participated in on cam-
pus.

Kathryn M. Williams ‘11 of Bronxville; 
Williams graduated from Bronxville High School 
in Bronxville. She is majoring in Fine Arts. 

Saint Michael’s College, Colchester, Vt.
The following students were named to the 

spring 2010 Dean’s List at Saint Michael’s Col-
lege: 

Cynthia Bliss, daughter of Stephen and Tina 
Bliss of White Plains, a May Graduate English ma-
jor, who graduated from White Plains High School 
before coming to Saint Michael’s.

Katherine Clark, daughter of Bruce and 
Barbara Clark of New Rochelle, a May Graduate 
Theatre major, who graduated from New Rochelle 
High School #1 before coming to Saint Michael’s.

Laurel Robbins, daughter of Brian and Kim-
berly Robbins of Armonk, a Sophomore Sociol-
ogy and Anthropology major, who graduated from 
Byram Hills High School before coming to Saint 
Michael’s.

Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs
The following students have been selected 

for membership in the Honors Forum at Skidmore 
College:

Stephanie Sherry, class of 2013; daughter of 
Donna Sherry of Rye Brook, and Mark Sherry of 
Brooklyn

Alexandra Steinhauer, class of 2013; daugh-
ter of Dean and Michelle Steinhauer of Chappaqua

Benjamin Zellner, class of 2010 at Skid-
more College, has received honors at the college 
this spring. He is the son of Theodore and Barbara 
Zellner of Chappaqua. Zellner was selected to the 
Tau Gamma Chapter of the national honor society 
Pi Sigma Alpha. 

The following area residents were awarded 
degrees at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs 
during commencement exercises held May 22:

Ashton Capazzo of Eastchester received a 
BS degree Cum Laude.

Katherine MacAllister of Bronxville re-
ceived a BS degree Cum Laude.

Donya Bouzarjomehri of Somers received a 
BA degree Magna Cum Laude.

Daniel Cohen of Bedford Hills received a BA 
degree.

Dashel Hammerstein of South Salem re-
ceived a BA degree Cum Laude.

John Tyler Norton of Mount Kisco received 
a BS degree.

Hayley Sacks of Chappaqua received a BA 
degree Cum Laude.

Benjamin Zellner of Chappaqua received a 
BA degree Cum Laude.

Benjamin Chadwick of Ossining received a 
BA degree Cum Laude.

Jane Kelly of Peekskill received a BA degree 
Magna Cum Laude.

Rachel Laing of Hastings on Hudson re-
ceived a BA degree Summa Cum Laude.

Caroline Scherer of Pleasantville received a 
BA degree.

Gemma Striker of Tarrytown received a BA 
degree Magna Cum Laude.

SUNY Geneseo
The following students have been named to 

the Dean’s List for the Spring semester at SUNY 
Geneseo:

Vincent Nicolosi, Amawalk
Samantha Berlowitz, Ardsley
Stephanie Cristiano, Ardsley
Jisu Ryu, Ardsley
Kimberly Sturman, Baldwin Place
Philip Gagnon, Croton-on-Hudson
Amy Lafleur, Croton On Hudson
James McLoughlin, Dobbs Ferry
Catherine Herman, Goldens Bridge
John Kinney, Hartsdale,
Rebecca Hoffman, Katonah
Alyssa Gaiser, Larchmont, 
Anne Giles, Larchmont
Brian Haber, Larchmont
Diahann Cuevo, Mohegan Lake
Lindsay Gips, Mount Kisco
Kristina Nikiforova, Mt. Kisco
Justin Goodman, North Salem
Peter Phung, Pleasantville, 
Andrew Nicholson, Scarsdale
Sean Ross, Scarsdale
Arian Rubin, Scarsdale
Devin Irwin, Somers
Joshua Kneer, Somers
Natalie Bladis, South Salem
Steven Carlson, Pelham Manor
Gregory Slotnick, Briarcliff Manor
Samantha Danziger, Crompond
Margarita Rozenshteyn, Croton On Hudson
Katherine Murphy, Granite Springs,
Benjamin Perry, Katonah
Jaclyn Suchanek, Katonah
Madelyn Cohen, Katonah 
John Felix, Scarsdale 
Caroline Carlson, Pelham 
The following students have been named 

to the President’s List for the spring semester at 
SUNY Geneseo:

Olivia Occelli, Briarcliff Manor
Eun Hwangbo,  Mount Kisco
Kristen Kolb, Cortlandt Manor
Tara McCarron, Cortlandt Manor
Robert Walz, Armonk

SUNY New Paltz
The following local residents received de-

grees from the State University of New York at 
New Paltz:

Edward Barr, Bronxville, received a degree 

Academic Excellence, Continued
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The Westchester Jewish Community Ser-
vices (WJCS) Information Systems team, in-
cluding Kreestof Chandley of Verplank, Aaron 
Teplitsky of White Plains and Mike McCabe of 
Beacon, were the WJCS honorees at the Annual 
Westchester Communal Professionals Reception 
for UJA-Federation agencies on June 2. They 
were recognized for their user-friendly attitudes 
and expertise in helping WJCS staff navigate the 

world of technology. 
“Regarded as the agency’s ‘Internal Geek 

Squad,’ Kreestof, Mike and Aaron assure that 
WJCS staff at locations throughout the county 
are up-to-date on software, hardware, Internet 
and AV matters,” said WJCS Executive Direc-
tor and CEO Alan Trager. “They always do their 
jobs in a helpful manner and WJCS was pleased 
to acknowledge their contributions.”

Sara Friedman, a Sleepy Hollow 
native, has just released “The Gluten-
Free Guide to Washington, D.C.: An 
Essential Guide to GF Dining, Shop-
ping, and Living in the Nation’s Cap-
ital and its Suburbs,” where all pro-
ceeds from the sale of the book will 
go directly to the University of Mary-
land Celiac Disease Research Foun-
dation, which is run by Dr. Alessio 
Fasano. The book is designed to help 
travelers to, and newly diagnosed 
residents of, the metro Washington, 
D.C. area who are gluten intolerant. 

“I am very excited about Dr. Fa-
sano’s research and about this unique 
opportunity to help support it,” Fried-
man said. 

“The Gluten-Free Guide to 
Washington, D.C.” covers Washing-
ton, D.C., southern Maryland and 
northern Virginia. The book identifies 
over 600 restaurants in D.C and the 
metro area that cater to a gluten-free 
clientele. In addition, interviews with 
Fasano, Susan Flinn from the Wash-
ington Area Celiac Support Group, 
and restaurateurs from Wildfire and 
Tenzo Artisan Bakery are provided. 
All of the photos of the D.C. area in the book were 
taken by Friedman. 

“I wrote this book because I wanted to help 
people, and I wanted to show that traveling with 
a restricted diet doesn’t have to be difficult or bor-
ing,” said Friedman. “There are so many cool res-
taurants where you can eat delicious gluten-free 
meals.” 

Friedman wrote the book with her mother, 
Maria Ann Roglieri, Ph.D., as editor, as the third in 
her mother’s series of “The Gluten-Free Guides” 
(which currently includes “The Gluten-Free Guide 
to Italy” and “The Gluten-Free Guide to New 
York”). The series offers a new kind of specialized 
travel tool — healthy dining guides to serve the 
needs of the large and growing gluten-intolerant 
community. Friedman and Roglieri themselves 
have both been on a gluten-free diet for years, due 
to celiac disease and gluten neuropathy, respec-

tively. 
All of “The Gluten-Free Guides” are intended 

to be used in tandem with a Fodor’s or Zagat guide, 
as specialized guides that provide lists of, and key 
information about, restaurants, bakeries and hotels 
that cater to a gluten-free clientele (and are recom-
mended by gluten-free customers). The guides to 
Washington, D.C. and New York cover the met-
ropolitan areas (Washington, D.C., northern Vir-
ginia and southern Maryland; and New York City, 
Long Island, northern New Jersey, southern New 
York and southern Connecticut). They include 
gluten-free menus from participating restaurants; 
interviews with professional chefs and celiac activ-
ists; and information on local support groups and 
medical services. The guide to Italy covers all of 
Italy and provides an extensive multi-lingual vo-
cabulary section to facilitate clear communication 
of dietary needs.

WJCS Information Systems 
Team Recognized

Sleepy Hollow Teen Follows 
Mom and Writes ‘The Gluten-

Free Guide to Washington, D.C.’

Sara Friedman and Maria Roglieri with their books

L to r: Kreestof Chandley of Verplank, Aaron Teplitsky of White Plains and Mike McCabe 
of Beacon, WJCS honorees at the Annual Westchester Communal Professionals Reception

in School Business Leadership.
Hannah Santiago, Bronxville, received a de-

gree in Literacy Education: B - 6.
Danielle Bonfiglio, Bronxville, received a de-

gree in Speech Communication.
Latique Darden, Eastchester, received a de-

gree in Childhood Education 1-6.
Erica De Libero, Harrison, received a degree 

in Childhood Education 1-6.
Ethan Orenstein, Larchmont, received a de-

gree in Psychology.
Karin Rutkin, New Rochelle, received a de-

gree in Ceramics.
Nicole Cappelli, New Rochelle, received a 

degree in Speech Communication.
Kelly O’Sullivan, New Rochelle, received a 

degree in Ceramics and a degree in Visual Arts.
Paul Rigano, New Rochelle, received a de-

gree in Theatre Arts.
Janious Steed, New Rochelle, received a de-

gree in Political Science.
Marjorie Madan, Port Chester, received a 

degree in School 
Hasan-Can Arat, Port Chester, received a de-

gree in Sociology 
Hana Akimoto, Purchase, received a degree 

in Biology and a degree in Anthropology.
Shannon O’Donnell, West Harrison, received 

a degree in Adolescence Ed: Biology.
Meredith Markolovic, Somers, received a 

degree in School Leadership.
Lora Schwartzberg, South Salem, received a 

degree in Biology.
Caitlin Bueti, Mount Kisco, received a de-

gree in Art History.
Lauren Cregier, Bedford Hills, received a 

degree in Adolescence Ed: Spanish.
William Kamerman, Bedford Hills, received 

a degree in Journalism.
Stephanie Mear, Katonah, received a degree 

in Ceramics.
Danielle Weiss, South Salem, received a de-

gree in Adolescence Ed: Earth Science.
Erica Clough, Somers, received a degree in 

Marketing.

SUNY Oswego
The following students have been named to 

the President’s and Deans’ lists for the spring se-
mester at SUNY Oswego. 

Ann M. Syso of Amawalk, a junior; cinema 
and screen studies; Deans List

Noah H. Weintraub of Ardsley, a sophomore; 
history; Deans List

Lauren E. Sordellini of Bedford Hills, a se-
nior; secondary education; Deans List

Christopher E. Doyle of Briarcliff Manor, a 
sophomore; broadcasting and mass communica-
tion; Deans List

Kristen M. Daubenbis of Cortlandt Manor, a 
senior; psychology; Deans List

Christopher A. Galante of Cortlandt Manor, 
a senior; accounting; Deans List

Katherine E. Kavanagh of Cortlandt Manor, 
a sophomore; undeclared, Deans List

Kevin S. Power Jr. of Cortlandt Manor, a se-
nior; secondary education; Deans List

Maggie L. St Leger of Croton-On-Hudson, a 
junior; business administration; Deans List)

Yoshihiro Miura of Dobbs Ferry, a senior; 
zoology; President’s List

Kaitlin J. Tyler of Eastchester, a senior; 
broadcasting and mass communication; President’s 
List

Jessica Muia of Harrison, a senior; psychol-
ogy; Deans List

Stacie M. Lilien of Larchmont, a senior; hu-
man development; Deans List

Brynn W. Rabinowitz of Larchmont, a se-
nior; secondary education; President’s List)

Max H. Spitalnick of Larchmont, a senior; 
political science; Deans List

Marianne B. Hahn of Mount Kisco, a junior; 
psychology; Deans List

Tiffany Raghunanan of Mount Vernon, a se-
nior; human development; Deans List

Jessica Raghunanan of Mount Vernon, a ju-
nior; psychology; Deans List

Matthew Kole of Ossining, a senior; infor-
mation science; President’s List

Jing Li-Kole of Ossining, a senior; finance; 
President’s List

Amy L. Angelini of Peekskill, a junior; com-
munication; President’s List

Lisa M. Angelini of Peekskill, a junior; lin-
guistics; President’s List

Thomas J. Bijesse of Peekskill, a junior; 
technology education; President’s List

Kelly L. Blair of South Salem, a sophomore; 
biology; Deans’ List

Patrick W. Davidow of Valhalla, a senior; 
secondary education; President’s List

Damoy L. Green of White Plains, a senior; 
history; Deans’ List

SUNY Plattsburgh
The following students have been named to 

the Dean’s List for the spring semester at SUNY 
Plattsburgh:

Kristin Patricia Meenagh of Amawalk, pub-
lic relations/advertising

Susan Virginia Karlik of Briarcliff Manor, 
TV-video/broadcast journalism TV

Corrinne Elaine Mezger of Chappaqua, 
human development and family relations (adoles-
cence)

Halaina Babitch McKeown of Croton Falls, 
human development and family relations (adoles-
cence)

Sarah Anne Chin of Croton on Hudson, ho-
tel, restaurant and tourism

David Paul Berman of Larchmont, criminal 
justice

Tomi Pekka Peltola of Montroseinternational 
business

Alexandra Leigh Fitzgerald of Mount Kis-
co, art (art studio)

Nakiella Taneshia Smith of Mount Vernon, 
English (literature)

William Thomas McHenry of Cortlandt 
Manor, history

Lauren Marie Parthemore of Cortlandt 
Manor, childhood education 1-6 English

Jenna Lynn Manders of Shrub Oak, indi-

vidualized education studies
Rebecca C Koeppl of South Salem, business

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn.
The following students were awarded degrees 

during commencement ceremonies of Trinity Col-
lege, on May 23:

Alexander David Salvato, Bedford Hills, 
with honors in general scholarship, Religion with 
honors and a minor in Asian Studies 

Gavin Rothman Romm, Rye Brook, with 
honors in general scholarship, Economics and mi-
nors in Formal Organizations and Writing, Rheto-
ric and Media Arts

Matthew Hart Vibert, South Salem, Eco-
nomics 

Christine Theresa Moody, White Plains, 
with honors in general scholarship, Psychology 
with honors and Economics and minors in Writing, 
Rhetoric and Media Arts and Legal Studies

University of New Haven, West Haven, 
Conn.

The following students were named to the 
Dean’s List at the University of New Haven, for 
the spring 2010 semester: 

Michael Biruk of Pelham 
Amber Bonds of Mount Vernon 
Samantha Chester of Ossining 
James Holden, Jr. of White Plains graduated 

from the University of New Haven, on May 16 
with a Master of Science in Human Nutrition.

University of New Hampshire, Durham, 
N.H.

The following students graduated from the 
University of New Hampshire, during Commence-
ment Ceremony held May 22.

Amanda Ek earned a BS degree in 
AnSc:Equine Sciences 

Dana Hope Albert earned a BS degree in So-
cial Work; Magna Cum Laude

Elisabeth Ann Ripperger earned a BSMAED 
degree in Math Ed: Elementary; Cum Laude

Elizabeth Sarah Katz earned a MS degree in 
Occupational Therapy 

Jesse Michael Krauss earned a BS degree in 
Zoology; Magna Cum Laude

Kevin Dockendorff Ascher earned a BA de-
gree in Political Science 

Maura I Kelly earned a BA degree in Psy-
chology 

Megan Eileen Spies earned a BS degree in 
Hospitality Management; Cum Laude

Robert Garo Sohigian earned a BA degree 
in English 

Ronald Allen Strand earned a BA degree in 
Sociology 

Victoria Katherine Lewis earned a BA de-
gree in English Literature 

University of Scranton, Scranton, Pa.
The following students were awarded degrees 

at commencement ceremony May 30 at The Uni-
versity of Scranton:

Vanessa L. Albani of Ardsley earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Nursing.

Joseph P. Armao of Pleasantville earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing.

Kaitlin P. Berrisford of Ossining earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Occupational Ther-
apy.

Giuseppe Bongiorno of Somers earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.

Ashley A. Boyers of Port Chester earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Liberal Studies.

Daniel M. Camia of Ossining earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Communication.

Elizabeth H. Carugan of South Salem 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Elem Ed/
Special Ed.

Rebecca A. DeMilio of Valhalla earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English.

Kerry A. Erlanger of Katonah earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in History.

Corinne Fazio of Scarsdale earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Elem Ed/Special Ed.

Kyle P. Harrington of Chappaqua earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Adminis-
tration.

Erik M. Horowitz of Pound Ridge earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Finance.

Kaitlin E. Huvane of Eastchester earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Occupational Ther-
apy.

Matthew F. Kachnic of Thornwood earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Finance.

Emily B. Krolian of White Plains earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.

Christopher A. Lucia of Katonah earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Management.

Sahar N. Malek-Ebrahimi of Eastchester 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Liberal 
Studies.

Christopher C. Mangubat of Sleepy Hollow 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Occupa-
tional Therapy.

Juby R. Mathew of New Rochelle earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Neuroscience.

Kristine K. Mullins of Cortlandt Manor 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Occupa-
tional Therapy.

Daniel J. O’Connell of Somers earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Informa-
tion Systems.

Emily J. Riedel of Peekskill earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Accounting.

Lauren A. Stier of Somers earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Marketing.

Meredith C. Truesdale of New Rochelle 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communica-
tion.

Elyse A. Vallach of Ossining earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Communication.

The following students were awarded Mas-
ter’s and Doctoral degrees at post-baccalaureate 
commencement ceremony on May 29 from The 
University of Scranton:

Alex F. Lentini of Cortlandt Manor received 
a Master in Health Administration degree in Health 
Administration.

David L. Poli of Mount Vernon received a 
Master of Science degree in Curriculum and In-
struction.

Academic Excellence, Continued



PAGE 12 - MOUNT VERNON RISING - FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 2010

Yonkers native and Roosevelt High School 
graduate Ron Garan, a NASA astronaut and space 
shuttle veteran who earned his bachelor’s degree 
from the SUNY College at Oneonta in 1982, re-
turned to his alma mater to receive an honorary 
SUNY degree, a Doctor of Science, at the college’s 
commencement on May 22. 

“First I want to say to you, dream big and 
don’t give up on your dreams. It was on this very 
campus 29 years ago that a boyhood dream to be-
come an astronaut and fl y in space was reawakened 
inside of me as I watched the fi rst space shuttle 
launch on a TV in Curtis Hall,” said Garan in his 
address to Oneonta graduates. 

“Pursuing this dream was a very long and dif-
fi cult road. Along the way, many people told me 
that I shouldn’t waste my time and effort on a goal 
that was unlikely to be achieved. In whatever you 
choose to do with your lives and your careers, I 
want to tell you that often there’s only a razor thin 
line between success and failure. Usually the only 
difference between success and failure is persis-
tence.” 

Garan, an Air Force colonel, served as a mis-
sion specialist aboard the Discovery Space Shuttle 
during its mission to the International Space Sta-
tion in June 2008. The shuttle delivered the Japa-
nese Experiment Module Pressurized Module and 
the Japanese Remote Manipulator System to the 
station. Shuttle astronauts delivered the 37-foot 
Kibo lab and added its rooftop storage room. 

On the mission, Garan completed three space 
walks for a total of more than 20 hours. He worked 
on maintaining the station and priming the new 
Japanese module’s robotic arm for work during the 
nine days that the shuttle was docked at the orbit-
ing laboratory. He is scheduled to arrive at the In-
ternational Space Station in March 2011 aboard a 
Soyuz spacecraft for a six-month mission.

“Almost exactly two years ago, I had the priv-
ilege to fl y onboard the space shuttle Discovery to 
the International Space Station. During the shuttle 
mission, as you heard, I was privileged to conduct 
three spacewalks over the course of our 14-day 
mission. On the last of the three spacewalks, I slid 
my feet under clamps on the end of the large space 
station robotic arm. With me attached to the end of 
the arm, the arm was fl own through a maneuver we 
called the ‘windshield wiper,’ which brought me 
across a big arc over the top of the space station 
and back.

“If you have ever seen the space station, you 
know that there’s a huge truss segment on top of 
the station that contains the massive solar arrays 
that provide power to the station. It’s a few hun-
dred feet across and is a giant structure. So imagine 
this 100-foot-long windshield wiper attached to the 
truss with my little body on the end of it. At the top 
of this arc, I was 100 feet above the space station 
with the earth 250 miles below. It was absolutely 
incredible to see this enormous space station, the 
most complex structure ever built. Built by 16 
diverse nations, all working together, to accom-
plish this tremendous achievement in orbit and to 
see this magnifi cent accomplishment of humanity 
against the backdrop of the indescribably beauti-
ful earth 250 miles below was breathtaking. For 
the fi rst time in our mission, I wasn’t just look-
ing down at Earth, but I was looking at a planet 
hanging in the blackness of space. It was a very 
moving experience to see the absolute beauty of 
the planet we have been given and to see how frag-
ile it is. Looking at our atmosphere from space; it 
seems literally paper thin, like a sheet of paper was 
wrapped around the earth.

“It is a sobering thought that this paper-thin 
layer is all that separates every living thing on our 
planet from extinction, but as I looked down at this 
indescribably beautiful, fragile oasis, this island 
that has been given to us and has protected all life 
from the harshness of space, I couldn’t help but 
to think also of all the inequity that exists on our 
fragile oasis. I couldn’t help but think of the people 
who don’t have clean water to drink, enough food 
to eat, the social injustice, confl icts and poverty 
that exist. It really was an amazingly stark contrast 
between the beauty of our planet and the unfortu-
nate realities of life on our planet for many of its 
inhabitants. 

“This experience reaffi rmed a belief that I 
held long before fl ying in space, that is, that each 
and every one of us on this planet has the responsi-
bility to leave it a little better than we found it. 

“My challenge to the graduates here today is, 
in all the many decisions you will make concern-
ing your careers, your future and the way you live 
your life, look for opportunities to better your com-
munity and the world. Change the world by fi rst 

changing yourself, by not allowing yourself to be 
hindered by mediocrity in your ideals and the pur-
suit of your goals and dreams. Don’t be afraid to 
step outside your comfort zone because the times 
you do step outside your comfort zone are precise-
ly the moments where you will grow as a person 
and expand the possibilities of your future. 

“Go out and make a difference. Go out and 
make that part of the world that you come in con-
tact with a little better, simply because it came in 
contact with you. In all that you do, look for oppor-
tunities to make life better for those who share this 
fragile oasis with you, and you will have found the 
path to true happiness and fulfi llment in life. Con-
gratulations again to all the graduates and thank 
you in advance for the positive impact that you will 
make on our world,” the colonel said. 

Garan was selected as a pilot by NASA in 
July 2000. After the completion of two years of 
training and evaluation, he was assigned technical 
duties in the Astronaut Offi ce Station and Shuttle 
Operations Branches. 

In April 2006, Garan became an aquanaut 
through his participation in the joint NASA NOAA, 
NEEMO 9 (NASA Extreme Environment Mission 
Operation), an exploration research mission held in 
Aquarius, the world’s only undersea research labo-
ratory. During the 18-day mission, the six-person 

crew of NEEMO 9 developed lunar surface 
exploration procedures and telemedical 
technology applications in support of the 
nation’s Vision for Space Exploration.

“I am often asked who my heroes are, 
and I always respond: Educators because I 
believe they have the opportunity to make 
the biggest impact on our future,” Garan 
said.

Yonkers Astronaut Ron Garan Receives Honorary Degree at SUNY Oneonta 
Ron Garan received an honorary 

degree from SUNY Oneonta.
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