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The City of Yonkers Green Policy Task 
Force held its third annual Greenies Awards 
ceremony on June 1 at Beczak, honoring those 
who either live or work in Yonkers and con-
tribute to the environment by doing everything 
from recycling at neighborhood block parties 
to retroýtting entire buildings.

Hosted by Bob Marrone from 1460 
WVOX, more than 100 people attended The 
Greenies. Guests were treated to refreshments 
and many free rafþe prizes. Notable attendees 
included City Council President Chuck Le-
snick, Environmental, Sustainable Growth and 
Green Policy committee Chair and Council 
Minority Leader John Murtagh, Councilmem-
bers John Larkin and Wilson Terrero and En-
vironmental and Sustainability Manager Brad 
Tito.

This year’s winners were:
Tony Tazi, building superintendent 679 

and 709 Warburton Ave., for implementing a 
highly successful building-wide recycling pro-
gram;

Joseph Shuldiner, executive director of the 
Yonkers Municipal Housing Authority, for do-
ing $15 million worth of green infrastructure 
work at its more than 2,000 units;

Tony Lembeck, CEO, Friedland Realty in 
Yonkers, for ofýce paper reduction and recy-
cling initiatives;

Deb Maier, teacher, for getting grants to 
teach gardening skills to young urban special 
education students and others;

Lucy Casanova-Moreno, community gar-
dener, for working with Little Branches Day 
Care, Guild Care Adult Center and the Grey-
ston Foundation Community Garden Enviro-

Earth Club to create a model village called Re-
cycle Town at the Yonkers Public Library;

Eileen Charles, volunteer for Friends of 
the Old Croton Aqueduct, for incorporating 
Yonkers in its trail-long celebration of the aq-
ueduct with family games and music;

Emily Eder of Groundwork Hudson Valley 
for organizing Yonkers students to help senior 
citizens with home landscaping and weather-
ization projects;

Haifa Bint-Kadi, teaching and public art 
artist, for teaching family and student Hudson 
River themed art projects using recycled ma-
terials;

Ruth Montgomery for growing quinces to 
jam, jelly and jar;

Dorette Brown, owner of Wholesome 
Goods, for opening an organic grocery store in 
Downtown Yonkers;

Kathe Hertzberg for going out of her way 
to borrow recycling bins for her Ludlow Park 
neighborhood bock party;

Mala Lipes and Dan Gallagher, PEARLS 
teachers, for creating a green school newslet-
ter, winning a recycling bin grant and for hav-
ing students read green tips of the day over the 
school PA system;

Joe Curto, owner Yonkers Tennis Center, 
for making eco-renovations to the 40-year-old 
facility to help reduce the club’s carbon foot-
print by an amount equivalent to half a million 
miles of road trafýc;

Harvey Russak, Yonkers entrepreneur, for 
producing sustainable consumer products in-
cluding clothing which he promotes through 
green fashion shows;

Meet Gorton High School’s Valedictorian, 
William Lin, and Salutatorian, Justin Alexan-
der.

Lin graduated ýrst in his class with a 98.2 
percent average; “They didn’t count my senior 
year — if they did, it would have been higher,” 
said Lin, who enjoyed AP Biology and microbi-
ology classes at Gorton. 

Lin pointed to his microbiology teacher Dr. 
Morris, who is also the director of the medical 
magnet program, as his mentor. “I’ve know her 
since the 8th grade, when I started my science 
research course. I learned a lot of good skills.”

Lin’s class work in biology and medicine 
helped him when he fell on a volcano on a recent 
trip to a tropical island; “I treated myself, even 
though there were MBA’s and PhD’s on the hike 
who didn’t know what to do. I bandaged myself 
up.”

Lin will be attending NYU in the fall and 
will major in Biology on a scholarship. He wants 
to be a researcher or oncologist.

How did Lin get to number one? “I had to 
work almost every night,” said Lin. “I learned 

from my mom, who is a microbiologist, and my 
dad, who is a chemist.”

Lin was the Captain of the Gorton Soccer 
team and was also involved in the Gorton PTSA, 
raising funds for scholarships for seniors.

Alexander’s average was 97.7 percent, his 
favorite course being SUPA, the Syracuse Uni-
versity Project Advanced writing course, taught 
by Miss Williams.

Alexander completed seven AP courses, 
which count towards college credits at Cooper 
Union in Manhattan, where Alexander will be 
attending in the fall to study electrical engineer-
ing.

Alexander has volunteered at St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center and is a trained CPR instructor. 
He enjoys tennis and has an older sister who at-
tends SUNY Buffalo.

How did he do it? “With a lot of hard work. 
I just stuck to it and took the harder courses and 
I did everything I was told to do. My parents 
were always behind me telling me to do my 
homework.” 

Yonkers Educational Excellence

Teachers Union Rejects Wage Freeze,
Budget Deal to Save Jobs Dies

�e Greenies!

Valedictorian William Lin Salutatorian Justin Alexander

Greenies Winners Mrs. Lipes (back, left) and Mr. Gallagher (back, right)
of PEARLS Hawthorne with their students Sophia Peluso (front, left)

and Nell Pittman (front, right) with GPTF’s Molly Roffman 

By Dan Murphy
The Yonkers Federation of Teachers (YFT) 

voted on Monday against a plan to freeze their 
wages for one year to help solve the $42 million 
budget gap facing the Yonkers Public Schools 
(YPS). The vote by the YFT kills an agreement 
which had the city using a one-shot of $20 mil-
lion to close part of the gap, provided the YFT 
agreed to concessions.

The result of the vote is that more than 700 
teachers and staff in the YPS that received termi-
nation letters are more likely than ever to not get 
their jobs back.

“At the 11th hour, just as we were work-
ing closely with the State Comptroller, the City 
Council and our state legislative delegation to 
resolve last minute issues with the required leg-
islation, I received word that the teachers union 
voted against temporarily foregoing automatic 

raises in order to help save hundreds of their own 
members’ jobs. This news is profoundly disap-
pointing and even disgusting, considering what’s 
at stake,” said Mayor Phil Amicone.

The mayor had suggested that the city cre-
ate a Transitional Finance Authority (TFA) which 
would allow the city to restructure their debt at a 
lower interest rate. The savings from the lower 
interest rate would allow the city to use $20 mil-
lion this year in emergency funds for the YPS. 
But the TFA must be approved by the State Leg-
islature, and there were objections to giving Yon-
kers this type of bailout.

The State delegation representing Yonkers 
— Senators Jeff Klein and Andrea Stewart-Cous-
ins and Assemblymen Tom Abinanti, Gary Pret-
low and Mike Spano — said, “The city’s proposal 
that was sent to us on June 2 to borrow money to 

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 8

This past weekend, the Yonkers Police 
Department (YPD) K-9 Unit competed in the 
United States Police Canine Association Re-
gion 7 Patrol Dog certiýcation trials. Twenty 
six police agencies were part of this highly 
competitive event, but the First Place Team 
trophy went to the YPD K-9 Unit.

Police Ofýcer Roy Pilot and his K-9 part-
ner Max took First Place in the overall nov-
ice category, ýnished First Place in the search 
event and ýnished Second Place in obedience, 
agility and criminal apprehension.

Police Ofýcer Mark Wissner and his K-9 

partner Doc ýnished Third Place overall and 
Second Place in the search event.

Both Police Ofýcers and their K-9 part-
ners qualiýed to attend national ýeld trials in 
Minnesota this September. The YPD K-9 Unit 
has ýnished very high in these events over the 
years.

Additionally, the YPD K-9 Unit has in-
structed multiple law enforcement agencies 
throughout the region. They have also con-
ducted many K-9 demonstrations to children 
in the Yonkers Public School District and 
throughout the city.

L to r: P.O. Roy Pilot with Max, K-9 Unit Trainer Christopher Barca
and P.O. Mark Wissner with Doc

YPD K-9 Unit Wins Competition

Photo by Joan Jennings

“It’s incomprehensible 
to say if you don’t do 
something then I’m 

going home. Where’s 
the responsibility to 

the children?”

Pat Puleo,  
YFT President

“The teacher union 
has said no, which is 
a slap in the face to 

the taxpayers who pay 
their salaries and send 

their children to our 
city’s public schools.”

Mayor Phil Amcione
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JCY-Westchester Community Partners� 
13th Annual Scholarship Brunch

Upcoming Events at
the Hudson River Museum

Saturday Brunches for
Seniors at Yonkers YWCA

Yonkers YMCA Names  
�Hunger Hero�

Volunteers cooking up brunch for seniors at the Yonkers YWCA

Admission: $1.00 
Unlimited Rides: $20.00  
(excludes Dunk Tank, Flea Market 
and Games) 

Each Ticket: $1.00 

Date: June  18th 2011 Time: 12:00-5:00 

Lincoln High School 
Parking Lot 

For more information or to 
reserve a table for the flea 
market call: 914-376-8400 (Ask 
for Ms. Keller) 

Basketball 

Rides for ALL ages 
Lincoln High         

School 
Spring Fair 

Dunk Tank 
FOOD! 

Jousting 

Bounce House 

Obstacle Course   

Fun For The Whole Family! 

Caterpillar 
Clown 

Flea Market  
Yonkers Rising - USPS Permit #7164
is published weekly by Rising Media 

Group, LLC 25 Warburton Ave., Yonkers, 
N.Y. 10701

Periodicals Postage Paid Å Yonkers, N.Y.
POSTMASTER

Send address changes to: 
Rising Media Group, LLC, 

25 Warburton Ave., Yonkers, N.Y. 10701

YONKERS 
RISING

Member of the New York 
Press Association
914-965-4000 
Fax 914-965-2892
25 Warburton Ave, Yonkers, 
NY 10701
www.risingmediagroup.com

Proudly serving the City of Yonkers

Nick Sprayregen, Publisher
nsprayregen@risingmediagroup.com

Daniel J. Murphy, Editor-in-Chief
dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Andrew Tobia, Copy Editor/Staff Writer
atobia@risingmediagroup.com

Paul Gerken, Advertising Sales
pgerken@risingmediagroup.com

Gregory Baldwin, Administrative Asst.
gbaldwin@risingmediagroup.com

The JCY-Westchester Community Part-
ners’ 13th Annual Scholarship Brunch was 
held on Sunday, June 5 at the Royal Regency 
Hotel in Yonkers. Eighteen scholarships, total-
ing $14,150, were awarded to some of the best, 
brightest and hardest working young people in 
Yonkers.

The Sheryl Chasin, Mimi Leibman, Cara 
Pregadio and Diane Brizer Scholarhip, award-

ed to a Student with Learning Disabilities, was 
presented to Michael Cachoian, pictured above 
with his parents and the presenters, Brizer, Lieb-
man, Pregadio and Chasin. 

Cachoian is a graduating senior at Saunders 
High School and has overcome many obstacles 
in his school career. He will be attending college 
in the fall to study accounting.

All special Hudson River Museum pro-
grams are free with admission, unless otherwise 
noted.

Creative Connections:  
Stereoscope and the World of Photography  

Do you wonder how your camera works? 
Photographer and book artist Liz Titone shows 
us basic photography and how to make a stereo-
scope from household items on Sunday, June 19 
from 1 to 4 p.m.

Science Sunday  
As part of the Science Sunday program, 

tour the galaxy with a focus on the size, shape 
and makeup of the Milky Way on June 26 at 
2:30 p.m. A Planetarium Coordinator will lead 
the discussion.

The Food Bank of Westchester, which 
has been ýghting hunger for 23 years, honored 
the Yonkers YMCA with the Service Provider 
Award for its comprehensive programs to ýght 
hunger and improve lives.

As one of the oldest and largest providers 
of multiple services in Yonkers, the Yonkers 
Family YMCA has tackled hunger in multiple 
ways and for people at all stages of life: the 
Kid’s Café provides nutritionally balanced hot 
meals to more than 100 children and youths in 
after-school programs; the BackPack Buddies 
program provides bags of food to more than 60 
families for the weekend; the Senior Feeding 
Program serves meals to more than 40 seniors 
three days a week; and the Adult and Commu-
nity Feeding soup kitchen serves meals ýve days 
a week.

In 2010, the Yonkers Family YMCA served 
77,403 hot meals and handed out 1,700 Back-
Pack bags of food.

The Greyston Foundation raised more than 
$300,000 at itôs annual beneýt, held at X2O 
Xaviars on the Hudson. B-Lab Co-Founder 
Andrew Kassoy, and Greyston Board Member 
and Bakery Volunteer Ruth Suzman were hon-
ored at the event for their exceptional service 
and dedication.

“It was a spectacular evening,” said Chair 
of the Board of Directors Edward Falkenberg. 
“This was our biggest turnout in years, with 
more than 300 people in attendance. We are 
extremely grateful to the community for their 
ongoing support for the Foundation.”

A highlight of the evening was the dedi-
cation of the Greyston Bakery’s PathMaking 
Center to Ruth Suzman. In honor of her long-
standing and valued commitment to Greyston, 
the new Greyston PathMaking Center will be 
renamed the Ruth Suzman PathMaking Center 
and will feature a library, meeting rooms and 
computer work stations. The PathMaking Cen-
ter will be a safe, conýdential and high-tech en-
vironment for individuals who turn to Greyston 
for personal assistance.

All funds raised at the event will support 
Greyston Foundation’s community develop-
ment efforts, which it utilizes as a means of 
achieving personal and community transforma-
tion.

Well-known for its bakery, Greyston also 
provides jobs, affordable housing for disadvan-
taged individuals, medical and holistic care to 
adults living with HIV, high-quality child care 
and teaches adolescents valuable life skills, 
engages public school children in hands-on en-
vironment education and supplies employment 
and training to the formerly homeless and pre-
viously incarcerated. 

For more information about Greyston 
Foundation, visit www.greyston.org.

On June 4 Youth Community Engagement 
Program (YCEP) kicked off the ýrst of four Satur-
day Brunches for seniors at the Yonkers YWCA, 
coordinated by Executive Director Yejide Okunri-
bido, Esq. and YWCA Prevention, Empowerment, 
Academics, Recreation, Leadership (PEARL) Co-
ordinator Dwanita Crosby.

Partners for this series, supplying chefs, 
are Iglesias Memorial de San Andres, ShopRite, 
Wholesome Goodness and Family Service Soci-
ety of Yonkers. Reverend Yamily Bass Chote from 
San Andres was the ýrst chef showing the girls 
how to make some healthy Latina specialties.

Conceived largely out of the well document-
ed need for more community programs that cre-

atively engage youth in positive activities during 
their free time, this program provides youth with 
nutrition information and hands-on food prepa-
ration and service activities, while encouraging 
them to adopt healthy eating habits. The program 
also incorporates a beneýcial intergenerational 
component, offering youth the opportunity to 
interact and learn from community seniors and 
thereby fostering an appreciation of diversity and 
community engagement.

According to Okunribido, sessions are small 
and require reservations to ensure the seniors and 
the girls have an opportunity to interact. This ex-
perience, she hopes, will teach the girls, “the posi-
tive value of community involvement.”

Liz Titone

YMCA Executive Director Shawn
Patterson-Howard (right) with Reverend 

Deacon William “Billy” Vaccaro

More �an $300,000 Raised
at Annual Greyston Bene�t

Top (l to r): Honoree and B-Lab co-founder Andrew Kassoy, Honoree and Greyston Board 
Member and Bakery Volunteer Ruth Suzman and Greyston President Steven Brown

Above (l to r): Greyston Bakery President Bill Mistretta, Kassoy and Mayor Phil Amicone

Photo by Michael Priest

Photo by Michael Priest
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By Eric W. Schoen
Yonkers continually 

gets embarrassed in local 
and national (New York 
Times) media on issues re-
lated to the assignment of 
overtime. The latest Police 
Sergeant retiring with a sal-
ary of $300,000 is just the 
tip of the iceberg of a se-
vere, systematic problem.

The Yonkers City 
Council was forced, re-
cently, to impose an over-
time cap on all City of Yonkers employees in 
response to articles regarding massive amounts 
of overtime accrued by a small number of in-
dividuals in the Yonkers Police Department, 
most of whom were getting ready to retire. 
What is worse than the embarrassment to the 
city is the response from Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone and his spokesperson, David Simp-
son, to this situation.

Immediately after the passage by the City 
Council of the overtime cap, Amicone said, 
“I’m in favor of limiting how overtime is dis-
tributed. We’ve had these stories every year 
about the disproportionate amount of over-
time.”

The day before passage of the overtime 
cap, Simpson commented, “There is noth-
ing illegal about Police Ofýcers increasing 
their pensions by padding their overtime. But 
by now everyone realizes that this practice is 
bankrupting New York State and local govern-
ments like Yonkers. Structural change is need-
ed at the State level.”

Do these ofýcials think that the residents 
of Yonkers whom they serve are that dumb? 
The ofýcials certainly are not. Before the gov-
ernor and State Legislature are called upon to 
tackle pension padding, the Mayor of Yonkers 
and the Police Commissioner he appoints must 
tackle it within the Police Department.

In Yonkers, the mayor appoints the Police 
Commissioner with the advice and consent of 
the City Council. The Police Commissioner 
appoints his/her deputies who are responsible 
for operation of the department. The Police 
Commissioner and his deputies assign over-
time, based on the needs of the city.

The Police Commissioner is not obligated 
contractually to only offer overtime to those in-
dividuals getting ready to retire, with most se-
niority, or at the top of the pay scale. If he/she 
was contractually obligated to offer overtime 

to individuals in these cat-
egories, the problem would 
need to be solved contractu-
ally on the local level before 
Albany attempts to tackle 
the mess.

“Final year build up,” 
or “pension padding,” is 
nothing new in public ser-
vice. Many of the overtime 
shifts available are on 
weekends, nights, holidays 
and at times when our pub-
lic servants would rather be 

home celebrating and spending time with their 
families. The Police Commissioner has a whole 
department to whom overtime can be assigned. 
In this turbulent economy, the possibility that 
overtime would be turned down, even by the 
employees with the least amount of seniority, 
is minimal or nonexistent.

Four things everyone in Yonkers can agree 
on: 1) the Yonkers Police Department is under-
manned; 2) the crime rate per capita in Yonkers 
is low; 3) Police Ofýcers and their superiors do 
a good job of protecting the citizenry; 4) the 
overtime was, indeed, necessary and ordered 
by a subordinate of the Police Commissioner.

The real problem is that someone is mak-
ing a conscious decision to order overtime in 
exorbitant amounts to a small group of individ-
uals, many of whom are getting ready to retire, 
and this must stop.

Former Attorney General and current 
Governor Andrew Cuomo promised an inves-
tigation of what was going on in Yonkers. One 
hopes that this investigation is continuing un-
der the auspices of current Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman.

But before the State Legislature and gov-
ernor are called upon to act, the current mayor, 
his Police Commissioner, the mayor we elect in 
November and his Police Commissioner must 
address the problem by increasing the number 
of individuals being assigned overtime in the 
department and not only assigning overtime to 
individuals getting ready to retire.

Sadly, the Yonkers City Council had to step 
in and, unfortunately, the majority of good, tal-
ented hard working city of Yonkers employees 
will suffer due to a very small minority taking 
advantage of the situation with the blessings of 
their bosses.

Eric W. Schoen is the author of the weekly 
column “This, Too, is Yonkers.”

Eric W. Schoen

Yonkers Overtime Problem 101
Yonkers’ Hyperlocal News

Yonkers Election 2011;
�e Summer of Petitions and Primaries

By Dan Murphy
Here’s the latest on the races for Mayor and 

three seats on the City Council, with many candi-
dates from both party’s stepping forward. 

MAYOR  
Democrats  

Spano vs. Lesnick: The leadership in the 
Democratic Party has almost entirely joined to 
support Assemblyman Mike Spano to be the next 
Mayor of Yonkers. This includes elected ofýcials, 
leaders in the city’s Democratic Party and most of 
the ward and district leaders.

Despite the establishment lining up against 
him, Council President Chuck Lesnick isn’t back-
ing off. Lesnick and Spano will face off in a Demo-
cratic Primary on September 13, where it will be 
up to city democrats to decide who wins. Lesnick’s 
name recognition and constant presence through-
out the city makes him a viable candidate who can 
still win.

Lesnick continues to work on a city budget in 
the hopes that he can somehow ýnd funds to save 
the Yonkers Public Schools (YPS). If he is success-
ful, Lesnick can run as the one who saved the day. 
But if he isn’t, he may be blamed for the loss of 
more than 700 YPS faculty and staff.

Republicans  
Murtagh vs. Martinelli: Martinelli recently 

highlighted the endorsement he received from the 
Yonkers Conservative Party. But the endorsement 
doesn’t mean that Martinelli gets the Conservative 
line to run on for Mayor just yet.

The person who will select the Conservative 
Party’s candidate for Mayor will be County Con-
servative Party Chairman Hugh Fox, the former 
President of Yonkers Fireýghters Union 628. Fox 
currently works in County Executive Rob Asto-
rinoôs ofýce.

Astorino, the de factor head of Westchester 
Republicans and Conservatives, will have great 
inþuence on this selection, with an announcement 
coming soon on whether Martinelli or City Coun-
cil Minority Leader John Murtagh gets this line.

Murtagh is busy working on a city budget — 
or lack thereof — advocating for a wage freeze 
and ýve percent across-the-board salary cut as a 
way out of the cityôs budget deýcits. Despite the 
fact that the city’s unions and state leaders have 
rejected the wage freeze and salary cut proposals, 
Murtagh’s message is powerful for Yonkers repub-
licans, homeowners and taxpayers.

A Republican primary between Murtagh and 
Martinelli on September 13 will be another great 
matchup to watch. 

CITY COUNcIL  
First District  

In the overwhelmingly democratic district, 
the party’s choice is Christopher Johnson. John-

son, who works in Senator Andrea-Stewart Cous-
ins ofýce, is preparing for a Democratic primary 
between several candidates.

Ivy Reeves will be one of Johnson’s credible 
opponents. Reeves recently received the endorse-
ment of both the Independence Party and Work-
ing Families parties, which means that Reeves will 
be on the ballot regardless of the outcome of the 
Democratic primary.

Deryl Beasley is another interesting candidate 
in the First District. Beasley brings economic de-
velopment experience and represents a new stream 
of Yonkers residents who are moving to and living 
in the downtown.

The fourth candidate, Ward Leader Mark 
Hynes, is also well known in the district. The only 
question about whether all four candidates will be 
in a primary is if they can all gather the required 
signatures of registered democrats in the district. 

Fifth District  

Democrats Katherine Brezler and Kathrine 
Thomas and republicans Stephen Cerrato, Mike 
Breen and Joe Crotty are busy getting their peti-
tions ýlled, with all ýve likely to be on the ballot 
with a Democratic primary between Brezler and 
Thomas, and a Republican primary between Cer-
rato, Breen and Crotty to determine the winners.

Breen is the Republican Party’s choice, with 
Thomas getting the Democrat’s nod. Cerrato re-
cently received the endorsement from the Conser-
vative and Independence parties.

“I am tremendously proud to be the Conserva-
tive Party’s choice for the Fifrth District. It is con-
servative ideals that are going to get this city back 
on track, and the Independence Party endorsement 
brings us one step closer to achieving our goal of 
victory this fall,” said Cerrato.

See the story below for information on the 
race for the Third District Council seat.

�ird District; Robertson Bows Out

By Dan Murphy
In a surprising move, former City Councilman 

Dennis Robertson, who was the leading candidate 
to take back his council seat in the Third District, 
recently announced that he was pulling out of the 
race.

Robertson’s announcement came after he had 
received the Democratic Party’s endorsement and 
the Conservative Party line. With many wondering 
why he got out, Robertson told this report, “At the 
end of the day, my heart wasn’t in it. I coach my 
son’s baseball team and I didn’t want to spend the 
summer ýghting for a primary and away from my 
family.”

Robertson had hoped that other interested 
Democrats in the Third District would drop out, 
avoiding a primary, but Michael Sabatino and 
Michael Rotanelli are moving forward with their 
campaigns.

“I decided to get out before it got too late,” 
said Robertson, who is supporting Mike Spano for 
Mayor.

Sabatino’s campaign has had a good couple of 

weeks, with the announcement that he received the 
Independence and Working Families party lines. 
And with the leadership of the Democratic Party 
rallying to him after Robertson’s exit, Sabatino be-
comes a front runner in the race to succeed Coun-
cilwoman Joan Gronowski.

“I wish Dennis the best. He served in this role 
in the past and understands the challenges of being 
a Council Member. I look forward to working with 
him as I serve the constituents of the Third Council 
District,” said Sabatino. 

Rotanelli said, “I have knocked on hundreds 
of doors and everyone that I have met is happy that 
I’m not involved in politics as usual. I’m a hard 
blue collar worker in the Third 

District, and I look forward to giving the peo-
ple a voice.”

Lamont Badru rounds out the Democratic 
ýeld in the Third District. Republicans have nomi-
nated a Democrat, Jay Bryant, to run on their line.

If you are a registered voter in Yonkers, look 
for a knock on your door from one of these candi-
dates soon.

Independence Party & Hispanic 
Democrats Make Endorsements

The Hispanic Democrats of Westchester 
endorsed the following Yonkers candidates for 
elective ofýce:

Å Jose Alvarado, Candidate for County 
Legislator;

Å Mike Spano, Candidate for Yonkers 
Mayor; and

Å Katherine Brezler, Candidate for Yon-
kers City Council, 5th District.

Robin Bikkal, Chair of the Hispanic 
Democrats of Westchester, said Alvarado, “has 
proven to be an effective county legislator and 
an elected ofýcial who is always available to 
his constituency. We are proud to endorse him 
again this year and look forward to working on 
his behalf.”

The Westchester County Independence 
Party endorsed the following Yonkers candi-
dates for the County Board of Legislators: 

Å George Kevgas, Democrat, 14th Dis-
trict;

Å Ken Jenkins, Democrat, 16th District; 
and

Å Jose Alvarado, Democrat, 17th District.
For the 4th county board seat in Yonkers, 

no endorsement has yet been made by the In-
dependence Party. Party Chairman Dr. Guilio 
Cavallo said, “We are proud and honored to 
partake in this process and believe we have 
chosen the best candidates for the respective 
positions.”

All 17 seats on the County Board are up 
for re-election this November. Cavallo and the 
Independence Party endorsed 14 incumbent 
legislators for re-election and 15 democrats. 
The selection of Kevgas over longtime Leg-
islator Bernice Spreckman is Cavallo’s most 
notable endorsement.

The Independence Party also endorsed for-
mer Yonkers City Councilman Carlo Calvi for 
Mayor. Calvi, a Republican, is also planning to 
run in the Republican Primary for Mayor.

Read Yonkers Rising next week for 
higlights of Calvi’s campaign, as well as that 
of another Mayoral hopeful, Democrat Bob 
Flower.

An Academic Enrichment Program
Preschool Through 12th Grade

©2011   Kumon North America, Inc.

The first months of the school year ahead
should be a time for moving forward, not
catching up. Kumon Math and Reading
keeps your child’s mind active, so they can
hit the ground running.

In about 30 minutes a day and two Center
visits a week Kumon can begin unlocking
your child’s full potential using a proven
method to nurture achievement. 

Start Kumon this summer, so the school
year ahead can be truly amazing.
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ENROLL TODAY AND DIVE INTO
SUMMER LEARNING AT KUMON.

FREE
Registration!*

(up to $50 value)

Summer 2011

*Valid at participating Kumon Centers only. Must present ad to receive the FREE Registration offer. 
Offer valid between 6/1/11 - 7/15/11.

Get started between 
June 1st and July 15th

and we’ll waive the 
Registration fee. 

KUMON OF
YONKERS - SOUTHEAST

914-237-4977
1079 Yonkers Avenue

Yonkers, NY 10704
www.kumon.com/yonkers-southeast

Mike Spano

Ivy Reeves

Steve Cerrato

Dennis Robertson Michael Sabatino



PAGE 4 - YOnKerS RISING - FriDaY, JUne 17, 2011

Yonkers’ Hyperlocal News

L to r: Tony, Lucile, Michael and Isadora Santoliquido and Lisa and John Capobianco

Yonkers Businessman Named
Rising Star: 40 Under 40

Yonkers Historical Society
Honors Local Students

Each year, the Business Council of 
Westchester recognizes and awards the county’s 
men and women “Rising Stars” who exemplify 
leadership qualities and have attained outstand-
ing success and professional accomplishments 
by the age of 40. Since 2004, 280 individuals 
have been honored for making their mark and 
gaining notoriety in their chosen line of work at 
such a young age.

Michael Santoliquido of Eastchester, presi-
dent of San Signs and Awnings in Yonkers, was 
one of the Business Council of Westchester’s 
Rising Stars under the age of 40. After work-
ing for several years for other sign companies 
and suppliers, Santoliquido borrowed enough 
money from his parents to buy the materials and 
equipment necessary to established his company 

in 1995 and set up shop in their house, garage 
and back yard. He did the complete job, from 
selling, collections, designing, securing permits, 
manufacturing and installing the signs.

In less than two years, Santoliquido’s busi-
ness had grown and þourished, requiring a move 
to larger quarters and rented facilities at 925 
Saw Mill River Rd. in Yonkers. In April 2007, 
he purchased the entire building to accommo-
date his full þedged manufacturing, warehouse, 
sales, showroom and þeet of trucks and vans.

During this growth and expansion period, 
Santoliquido worked closely with the City of 
Yonkers Employment Agency and hired and 
trained several of the local unemployed resi-
dents who were in need of work.

The Yonkers Historical Society presented 
US History Awards to Yonkers students Mi-
chael J. Avezzano and Bianca Beltran of Saun-
ders High School, Angela Brown and Richard 
Schmidt of Yonkers High School, Vilma Garcia 
and Miguel Savinon of Roosevelt High School, 
Raymond Hoblock, III and Annalisa Samaroo of 
Sacred Heart High School and Matthew Visin-
tin of Mount Saint Michael. These top students 
were selected for their excellence and interest 
in American History from names submitted by 
area high schools.

Yonkers Historical Society Education Chair 
Darryl Mack presided at the awards, made at the 
Society Membership Meeting at Historic Sher-
wood House. ShopRite of Tuckahoe sponsored 
these awards this year.

Dr. J. Ward Regan presented a fascinating 
program on controversial New Rochelle Revo-
lutionary War patriot Thomas Paine. Regan, 
who teaches history and philosophy at New 
York University, has also taught at Pratt Institute 
of Art and Design and Bard College. 

Empire City Casino at Yonkers
Raceway�s Summer Festival

�e Verdict is In:
�e Prime Flood � the Charges

Leaf Blower Law Now
in E�ect in Yonkers

Summer arrives at Empire City Casino at 
Yonkers Raceway a few days earlier than its of-
ýcial ýrst day when, on Saturday, June 18, the 
second annual ñSummer Festival,ò a fun-ýlled, 
track-side family event is the featured attraction 
to accompany the excitement of live harness 
racing. 

The Summer Festival, a free event running 
from 5 to 9 p.m., will include unlimited carousel 
and fun slide rides, a Beach Boys tribute band 
Still Surýnô, a free Empire City water bottle for 
all, free cotton candy, popcorn, snow-cones or 
candy apple (one per customer while supplies 
last), and coupons for a variety of games to win 
prizes for kids 18 and under.

Yes, the second annual Summer Festival is 
a full evening of fun for one and all, kids and 
parents, families and friends.

Guests under the age of 18 will each receive 
six free coupons to play a wide variety of games 
and win a myriad of prizes. The featured games 
will include Hoop Shot, Krazy Kans, Knock-A-
Block, Bash-a-Bully, Froggy Finger, the Quar-
terback Challenge and the Baseball Challenge.

Hungry for more? Bring your appetite to 
the food tent to purchase hot dogs, hamburgers, 
grilled chicken and more!

Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway 
is located at 810 Yonkers Ave. in Yonkers. For 
more information, call 914-968-4200.

By Hon. Richard F. Sweeney
This case is not exactly about daylighting. 

However, there are some lessons to be learned 
from it.

In 1891, Ralph and Alanson Prime pur-
chased property along the northerly side of the 
Nepperhan River. The Nepperhan River runs 
from east to west into the Hudson River in the 
City of Yonkers. Because there were several 
damns along the Nepperhan River, including 
one just below the Primes’ property, the Nep-
perhan River’s water slowed. The damn and 
slow running river created a pond along the 
Prime’s property. After purchasing the proper-
ty, the Primes had some buildings constructed 
on their property.

A little history is necessary to understand 
this case. In 1860, the village of Yonkers built 
Warburton Avenue, which was continued as a 
solid causeway through and across the pond 
along which the Primes later purchased prop-
erty. The pond which was on both sides of 
Warburton Avenue, consisted of two openings 
of 20 feet each to permit the þow of water be-
low Warburton Avenue.

In 1878, the City of Yonkers changed these 
two openings from the two 20-foot openings 
to one three-foot opening and another 40-foot 
opening. Part of an old abutment of one of the 
20-foot openings was left extending diagonal-
ly for 28 feet across the new 40-foot opening. 
This old abutment was reduced to the level of 
the bottom of the pond, as it then existed.

In 1892, after the Primes had purchased 
their property and put several buildings on it 
next to the pond formed by the damn and slow 
running river, the Board of Health of Yonkers 
removed the damns along the Nepperhan Riv-
er, including the damn just below the Primes’ 
property. The damns were removed because 
the pond became a nuisance from the ýlth and 
refuse therein. The Board of Health of Yon-
kers was a separate legal entity from the City 

of Yonkers and the City of Yonkers was not 
legally responsible for the acts of the Board 
of Health.

After the removal of the damns, the char-
acter of the river changed from a sluggish 
and quiet stream to a swift and rapid one. It 
washed away the sediment of the pond and 
then wore away the bed of the river. As a re-
sult, the remains of this old abutment became 
exposed and it acted as a funnel, increasing the 
speed, þow and force of the Nepperhan River 
against the premises of the Primes. The water 
was thrown against the buildings by the old 
abutment. This caused the foundations of the 
buildings to be undermined. 

At ýrst, the Primes were not aware that 
damage was being caused to the foundations 
of their buildings. However, notice was given 
to the City of Yonkers in 1896 that the Nep-
perhan River was causing damage to the foun-
dation of the Primes’ buildings. The City of 
Yonkers did not take out the old abutment or 
address the situation in any way. 

The Primes sued the City of Yonkers in 
1902 to stop a nuisance and trespass and for 
damages in the amount of $9,000 for repair to 
their buildings.

The Primes argued that the City of Yon-
kers was responsible for the damages by fail-
ing to remove the old abutment which had 
caused the damages to their buildings. The 
City of Yonkers argued that the damage was 
caused by the act of a third party (the board 
of health, for which the defendant was not re-
sponsible), in removing the dams which made 
the old abutment a cause of the damages to the 
Primes. 

Was the city of Yonkers negligent in leav-
ing the old abutment in the Nepperhan River?

Richard F. Sweeney is a former Yonkers 
City Court Judge and currently is in the pri-
vate practice of law. Visit www.RichSweeney 
Law.com for more information.

The City of Yonkers Leaf Blower Ordinance 
went into effect on June 1, for the ýfth year in a 
row. This public health ordinance prohibits the 
operation of gas-powered leaf blowers from June 
1 to October 1 and is punishable by a $250 ýne.

The following 16 Westchester municipali-
ties also have leaf blower ordinances — dates of 
restriction vary; Bronxville, Dobbs Ferry, Hast-
ings, Larchmont, Mamaroneck Town, Mama-

roneck Village, New Rochelle, Pelham Manor, 
Pelham Village, Rye, Scarsdale, Sleepy Hollow, 
Tarrytown, Tuckahoe, White Plains and Yon-
kers.

To report violations during the weekday 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., call Yonkers 
Code Enforcement at 914-377-6669. To report 
violations on evenings and weekends, call the 
Yonkers Police at 914-377-7900.

THE CITY OF YONKERS, BUREAU OF PURCHASING, 40 South Broadway, City Hall, 
Room 102, Yonkers, New York 10701, will receive sealed bids for the following projects until 
2:00 PM, on July 13, 2011.  Sealed bids will be publicly opened and read at the address 
above.  Solicitation documents are available at the above address Monday through Friday, 
except holidays, from 9 AM to 4 PM.  Please call 914-377-6030 to conýrm availability.  The 
City welcomes and encourages participation by local and minority and women owned busi-
ness enterprises.
Bid 5621 – repair services for automatic transmissions.
Bid 5625 – public work contract to repair retaining walls.
Bid 5629 – repair services for automotive glass.
Bid 5632 – repair services for Police motorcycles.
Bid 5633 – supply main and gutter brooms for Johnston sweepers.
Bid 5634 – supply parts and repairs for Fire apparatus.

pay operating expenses is not supported by the 
State Comptroller as it is ýscally unsound. The 
State Legislature cannot take up a plan that, since 
it lacks the comptroller’s approval, will violate 
the law. The council members need to get back 
to work and come up with a plan that the State 
Comptroller tells us is ýscally sound.ò

A proposal passed by the City Council to at-
tach a wage freeze to the TFA was also rejected. 
But even a “clean” version of a TFA for Yonkers 
was not receiving enthusiasm from Albany. The 
YFT vote against giving up their contractual three 
percent step increase sealed the bailouts fate.

“The teacher union has said no, which is a 
slap in the face to all of the city’s other unions 
that have made sacriýces on behalf of their mem-
berships,” said Amicone. “And it’s a slap in the 
face to the taxpayers who pay their salaries and 
send their children to our cities public schools.”

With 90 percent of the YFT voting no, YFT 
President Pat Puleo said, “I think its incumbent 
for our elected ofýcials to do all they can to fund 
the schools. And if we can start there, then there 
is a place for the teachers to follow, but we need 
leadership. 

“This back and forth and tit for tat doesn’t 
work. A wage freeze doesn’t get us close to sav-
ing $20 million. A freeze of the step increase is 
worth $4.5 million, and would bring back only 
a third of the teachers. But we haven’t gotten 
a guarantee that the giveback would mean that 
teachers are rehired.”

Puleo still held out hope that an agreement 
can be reached. A meeting this week was held 
with Puleo, YPS Superintendent Bernard Pier-
orazio, the PTA council and council members 
from both parties trying to ýnd common ground. 
Puleo also said that the state could grant a waiver 
to allow the pension payments for the union to 
be spread out over ýve years, saving the school 
district $6 million this year. 

“I think we can salvage something but we 
need the city fathers to make the ýrst move. Itôs 
their responsibility to fund the schools and then 
you can ask the unions to help. The schools have 
received a zero percent increase for three years 

— nowhere in Westchester has there been no 
increases in education funding. It’s time for an 
increase in funding from the city.”

Puleo also pointed to the fact that the YFT 
had already agreed to contractual changes in 
teachers’ daily work schedules that will result in 
$3.3 million in savings. “It’s incomprehensible 
to say if you don’t do something then I’m going 
home, where’s the responsibility to the children?” 
said Puleo.

The City must still pass a budget plan, with 
a June 1 deadline already passed and a mid-July 
real deadline fast approaching, when the city will 
start to run out of money.

The City Council must now consider the 
mayor’s budget with the $42 million shortfall for 
the YPS and consider options, of which there are 
few.

Council President Chuck Lesnick, Majority 
Leader Pat McDow and Councilman Wilson Ter-
rero have stated that they will not vote for a bud-
get with the $42 million education hole. These 
three will have to join with at least one other 
councilmember and either cut other Yonkers bud-
get items or increase property taxes beyond the 
mayorôs proposed 4.8 percent. 

The three Republicans on the City Coun-
cil — Minority Leader John Murtagh, Dennis 
Shepherd and John Larkin — have called for a 
wage freeze and an across-the-board ýve percent 
salary cut for all city employees. If Amicone ve-
toes a revised council budget, the three council 
republicans can block an override of the mayor’s 
budget.

“We crafted a plan that addresses the imme-
diate budget crisis and future budget shortfalls. 
The State legislature shot them down, mainly 
because of pressure from unions,” said Murtagh. 
“But our budget problem should be laid at the 
doorsteps of Albany, who cut our funding for 
education, did not calculate the additional 1,500 
students in the YPS and, when presented a plan, 
declined to act.

“The unwillingness of the YFT to contribute 
at all, coupled with the limited amount of time 
left, means that the council may be left with no 
other choice but to pass the Mayorôs difýcult and 
painful budget.”

Yonkers has a budget stalemate, with 322 
teachers and 380 YPS staff on the line. 

Teachers Union: 
Continued from Page 1

Seven Eleven� Art Exhibit at 
Yonkers Riverfront Library
An exhibit of original artwork by Marie 

Brooks will be on display at Yonkers Riverfront 
Library during the month of July. Brooks is a 
Yonkers resident who enjoys multi-media cre-
ative ventures as a pastime. She works in clay, 
photography, computer art, acrylics and water-
color paint.

She will present “Seven Eleven” (word 
play on the month and year), a multi-media pre-
sentation of caricature sculptures of personality 
types and black-and-white prints of her various 
creative experiments over the past year. Most 
of the work will be shown for the ýrst time and 

was completed within the last two years. The 
show will also include a few pieces from previ-
ous shows. All of the caricature sculptures are 
originals and the prints are line conversions of 
her photographs and original paintings.

The exhibit will be on display in the Atri-
um of the Yonkers Riverfront Library, located 
at One Larkin Center in Yonkers, from July 1 
to 28. Riverfront Library is handicapped acces-
sible. Parking is available at the nearby Buena 
Vista parking garage. For more information, call 
914-375-7941.
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Since its founding by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul in 1888, Saint 
Joseph�s Medical Center has been meeting the health care needs of Yonkers and 
surrounding communities. Located in Southwest Yonkers, Saint Joseph’s Medical 
Center consists of a 194-bed acute care teaching hospital and a 200-bed nursing 
home and features comprehensive out-patient programs. It is also a sponsor of low-
income senior housing for frail elderly.

In response to new developments in medicine and the needs of the community, 
Saint Joseph�s has grown dramatically over the years into a modern, progressive 
medical center.

Today, Saint Joseph�s o�ers:
Ê An expanded Ambulatory Surgery Center
Ê On-site 64 slice spiral CT Scanner and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
Ê Dedicated hospital-based Inpatient Renal Dialysis Services
Ê A Hospital-based Nursing Home
Ê One of the busiest Emergency Services in Westchester County
Ê A Designated Stroke Center
Ê Comprehensive Mental Health Services
Ê A Family Health Center to provide a�ordable primary care
Ê Oncology Services
Ê Geriatrics Services and 165 units of Senior Housing
Ê A State-of-the-art Department of Surgery for ambulatory, laser and laparoscopic 
surgery, micro-neurosurgery for back and neck compression pain, and Holmium 
laser and lithotripsy for treating kidney stones
Ê Pain Management
Ê �e only accredited Family Medicine Residency Program in Westchester
Ê Highly advanced diagnostic services, including Cardiology, Radiology and Labo-
ratories, as well as a full range of rehabilitative therapies
Ê Women�s Health Services, including accredited low-dose mammography
Ê Patient Representatives and Pastoral Care for spiritual and emotional support

For more information, call 914-378-7000 
or visit www.saintjosephs.org.

Saint Joseph’s Medical Center 
127 South Broadway Ê Yonkers, New York 10701

Social Security Column:
A Handsome Gi� for Dad

Ossie Davis Awards

By Susan Sobel, Social Security District
Manager in Yonkers

Father’s Day is right around the corner. Per-
haps you’ll give Dad the usual gift; a necktie, 
shaving set, leather wallet or new ýshing lure.

But there’s something he may appreciate 
even more. People all over the country are help-
ing their dads save nearly $4,000 a year on the 
cost of prescription drugs. You can help your dad 
too — and it won’t cost you a dime.

The high cost of prescription medication 
can be a burden on fathers (or anyone) who has 
limited income and resources. But there is Extra 
Help — available through Social Security — that 
could pay part of his monthly premiums, annual 
deductibles and prescription co-payments. That 
Extra Help is worth an average of almost $4,000 
a year.

To ýgure out whether your father is eligible, 
Social Security needs to know his income and the 
value of his savings, investments and real estate 
(other than the home he lives in). To qualify for 
the Extra Help, he must be enrolled in Medicare 
and have:

Å Annual income limited to $16,335 for an 
individual or $22,065 for a married couple liv-
ing together. Even if his income is higher, he still 
may be able to get some help with monthly pre-
miums, annual deductibles and prescription co-

payments. Some examples where income may be 
higher include if he or his spouse:

	 - Support other family members who 
live with them;

	 - Have earnings from work; or
	 - Live in Alaska or Hawaii; and
Å Resources limited to $12,640 for an in-

dividual or $25,260 for a married couple living 
together. Resources include such things as bank 
accounts, stocks and bonds. We do not count his 
house and car as resources.

Social Security has an easy-to-use online 
application that you can help complete for your 
dad. You can ýnd it at www.socialsecurity.gov. 
Just select the link on the left of the page that 
says, “Get extra help with Medicare prescription 
drug costs.” To apply by phone or have an ap-
plication mailed to you, call Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) and ask 
for the Application for Help with Medicare Pre-
scription Drug Plan Costs (SSA-1020). Or go to 
the nearest Social Security ofýce.

To learn more about the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plans and special enrollment periods, 
visit www.medicare.gov or call 1-800-MEDI-
CARE (1-800-633-4227; TTY 1-877-486-2048). 

Of course, the Extra Help is not just for fa-
thers. Anyone who is entitled to Medicare and has 
limited income and resources may be eligible.

On June 14, Councilwoman Patricia McDow 
held her annual Ossie Davis Awards ceremony, 
honoring members of the Yonkers community 
who have committed themselves to giving back. 
Honored this year were Samuel Gaynor, Darryl 
Mack, Dr. Patel and Vernon Brinkly.

Samuel “Mr. We Care About You — For 
Real, Real” Gaynor, born and raised in Harlem, 
co-founded the We Care Group, which taught 
youth photography and darkroom skills, as well 
as helped them secure employment and further 
education, from 1969 to 1982. He relocated to 
Yonkers 30 years ago and has been and active and 
faithful member of the community since.

As a member of the Interfaith Church, 
Gaynor is an ordained Evangelist. As a Doctor’s 
Assistant with Doctor’s United, he is known for 
providing free blood pressure screenings, advis-
ing on blood pressure health and his catchphrase, 

“We Care About You.”
Darryl Mack is a lifelong resident of 

Westchester County, an experienced educator, 
mentor, motivator and a man of purpose and vi-
sion. He continues to lead by example and seizes 
every opportunity presented to him through which 
he can empower the community. A ýrm believer 
in the acquisition of knowledge being the key to 
success, Mack has dedicated his life to instilling 
the belief in the youth he encounters that they all 
have the right to achieve and succeed. He is cur-
rently an Assistant Principal at Roosevelt High 
School.

A Yonkers Pharmacist who established and 
operates a community-oriented retail pharmacy 
“Sunrise Pharmacy” located at St. John’s Hospi-
tal-Riverside, Dr. Patel is very involved with the 
issues surrounding the Senior Citizens in Yon-
kers.

Hot Topics in Health Care
By Michael LaMagna, Esq. 

In a typical week, I re-
ceive at least two calls from 
clients who want to know their 
recourse when a health insurer 
denies their claim even though 
the procedure was medically 
necessary. Unbeknownst to 
most consumers, there is a 
powerful new weapon at their 
disposal; an external appeal.

Beginning January 1, a 
little-known provision of the 
health care reform law requires 
most insurers to contract with 
an outside review organiza-
tion that takes a fresh look at 
the case and must follow a strict timeframe for 
processing the appeal. The decision is ýnal and 
the insurance plan must follow it. More impor-
tantly, the arbiter has no ýnancial stake in the 
decision and will presumptively make a more 
fair decision. 

In a study by the Government Account-
ability Ofýce this year, it was reported that con-
sumers in plans already offering these outside 
reviews succeeded in overturning the earlier de-
nial 54 percent of the time. 

Interestingly, in response to insurers con-
cerns about being able to meet some of the new 
requirements, the government made no require-
ment for the plans to report this new appeal to 
their members until July 1, despite a 180 day 
window to appeal a decision. This means that 
if your claim was denied on January 1 and you 
have 180 days from the date of the initial denial 
to ýle an external appeal, you may lose this right 
altogether.

Moreover, another potential obstacle for 
patients trying to exercise their rights to external 

appeals is the lack of qualiýed 
arbiters. Only 37 independent 
review organizations are fully 
accredited, with another 14 in 
the process of becoming ac-
credited. Yet federal ofýcials 
expect more than 2,500 exter-
nal appeals this year alone.

So what can you do if you 
get a denial from a health in-
surer?

1) Look at the denial let-
ter very carefully. Usually they 
will make a decision based on 
the insurance ýle, which you 
can request. In addition, abide 
by the strict time frames for ap-

peal; 
2) Obtain as much evidence as possible, 

including asking your physician for a letter in 
support that the procedure was medically neces-
sary; 

3) Look at all of the information provided 
to you, i.e. provider information, Web site, etc., 
for information that supports your claim; and 

4) Tell your insurer that you may have a 
right to an external review and will exercise that 
right.

This article is provided for informational 
purposes only. Nothing in this article shall be 
construed as legal advice or should be relied 
upon as such. Michael LaMagna is a partner at 
Timins & LaMagna, LLP, practicing Social Se-
curity, Health Care Regulatory, Elder /disabil-
ity/veteran’s law, trusts and estates and general 
legal practice in both New York and Connecti-
cut. E-mail him at Mlamagna@tllawofýces.com 
or call him at 914-534-1048 for more informa-
tion.

Michael LaMagna

�e Most Dysfunctional Government No 
More; Albany Agrees to Ethics Reform

By Dan Murphy
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo has 

done more in his ýrst six months in ofýce to re-
move the stain on the Empire State, dubbed the 
most dysfunctional state government in the coun-
try, than any governor in recent memory. The lat-
est victory for the governor comes with an agree-
ment with State Senate and Assembly leaders to 
enact a “real” ethics reform package.

The ethics deal calls for unprecedented 
transparency, strict disclosure requirements and 
an enforcement unit with broad oversight over 
New York State government. The law, called The 
Clean Up Albany Act of 2011, would create an 
independent Joint Commission on Public Ethics 
with robust enforcement powers to investigate vi-
olations of law by members of both the executive 
and legislative branches, oversee their ýnancial 
disclosure requirements and oversee lobbyists 
with newly expanded disclosure rules and deýni-
tion of lobbying.

State employees, including elected ofýcials, 
will now have their new ýnancial disclosures 
made available for public review. Outside in-
come will now have to be disclosed, with state 
employees and politicians required to disclose 
whether their outside clients have business before 
the state, including any proposed bill or resolu-
tion before the legislature, any contracts or grants 
from the state or any proceeding involving a state 
agency.

The ethics reform deal is a victory for for-
mer New York City Mayor Ed Koch, who helped 
form a group calling for several reforms, includ-
ing tougher ethics laws.

“For 13 months, I’ve traveled the state call-
ing on our government to take action on the three 
basic, fundamental reforms our government 
needs, including meaningful ethics reform,” said 
Koch. “Standing in Buffalo, I called for outside 
income disclosure; in Long Island I called for 
disclosure of client lists; and in Albany I called 
for a state ethics commission with teeth. Today, 
I’m proud to congratulate Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and the Legislative leaders for reaching 
an agreement on a proposal that will accomplish 
these goals.”

Other pieces of Clean Up Albany Act in-
clude: 
Database of Who Appears Before State and 
Why

The act establishes a new database of any 
individual or ýrm that appears in a representative 
capacity before any state governmental entity and 
for what reason(s) those individuals or ýrms ap-
pear.
Additional Disclosures for Registered
Lobbyists

The bill expands lobbying disclosure re-
quirements, including the disclosure by lobby-
ists of any “reportable business relationships” of 
more than $1,000 with public ofýcials. 

Forfeiture of Pensions for Felony
Convictions

Certain public ofýcials who commit crimes 
related to their public ofýces may have their pen-
sions reduced or forfeited in a new civil forfeiture 
proceeding brought by the Attorney General or 
the prosecutor who handled the conviction of the 
ofýcial.
Joint Commission on Public Ethics

The Joint Commission on Public Ethics 
will replace the existing Commission on Public 
Integrity with jurisdiction over all elected state 
ofýcials and their employees, both executive and 
legislative, as well as lobbyists. The bipartisan 
Joint Commission will consist of 14 members.

The Joint Commission will have jurisdiction 
to investigate potential violations of law by legis-
lators and legislative employees and, if violations 
are found, issue ýndings to the Legislative Ethics 
Commission, which will have jurisdiction to im-
pose penalties. The Joint Commission will have 
jurisdiction to impose penalties on executive em-
ployees and lobbyists. Any potential violations of 
federal or state criminal laws will be referred to 
the appropriate prosecutor for further action.
Increased Penalties for Violations

The act substantially increases penalties for 
violations of the ýling requirements and contri-
bution limits in the Election Law and provides 
for a special enforcement proceeding in the Su-
preme Court. 

Many members of the Yonkers delegation to 
Albany have been calling for a new ethics law 
for years.

State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins said, 
“This ethics bill is a victory for the people of 
New York who, for years, have been calling on 
Albany to reform the way it does business. When 
I came to the Senate in 2007, I pledged to restore 
integrity to the Capital and this bill takes a mean-
ingful step toward doing just that. By strength-
ening campaign ýnance laws, requiring greater 
disclosure of income, placing new restrictions on 
lobbyists and requiring corrupt public ofýcials to 
forfeit their pensions, we are making New York’s 
government more fair and accountable to the 
people it serves. While this legislation is not per-
fect, I am pleased that it moves our state forward 
to a more transparent and responsible system of 
government.”

Assemblyman Mike Spano said, “The re-
form measures taken up today will provide great-
er disclosure and transparency in Albany while 
taking direct aim at the corrupt behavior that has 
led to a lost sense of faith in government. I am 
hopeful that putting in place these measures will 
not only shed a new light on the legislative pro-
cess, but also send a strong message that New 
York will not tolerate those who betray the public 
trust. This is an important step toward putting our 
state back on the right track.”
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Legal Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Archon 
Property Holdings, LLC Arts. 
Of Org. ýled with the Sectôy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
April 7, 2011. Ofýce location: 
Westchester Country. The 
street address is: 75 Sher-
wood Ave. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Archon Property 
Holdings, LLC, 75 Sherwood 
Ave, Yonkers NY 10704. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6193  5/13 – 6/17	

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Adam-
lee63, LLC Arts. Of Org. ýled 
with the Sectôy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on January 21, 2011. 
Ofýce location: Westchester. 
The street address is: 17 
Bonnie Briar Road, Yonkers 
NY 10710. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Adam L Torres, 17 
Bonnie Briar Road, Yonkers 
NY 10710. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6197  5/27 – 7/1

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Baby 
Cakes and Pie, Cook-
ies Too!, LLC ýled with the 
Sectôy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on April 20, 2011.  Ofýce 
location: Westchester. The 
street address is: 18 Sun-
nyside Drive, Yonkers, NY 
10705  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: c/o 
United states Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave-
nue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#6198  5/27 – 7/1	

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Corey 
Expediting Services LLC 
Arts. Of Org. ýled with the 
Sectôy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on April 6, 2011. Ofýce loca-
tion: Westchester County. 
The street address is: 130-76 
Glenwood Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process served to: 
US Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13the Ave. Suite 202 
Brooklyn, NY. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6195  5/20 - 6/24

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Ocean 
Air Heating & Air Condition-
ing LLC Articles Of Organi-
zation ýled with the Sectôy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
February 10, 2011. Ofýce lo-
cation: Westchester County. 
The street address is: 107 
Beaumont Cir, #3 Yonkers, 
NY 10710. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Ocean Air Heating 
& Air Conditioning LLC, 107 
Beaumont Cir, #3 Yonkers, 
NY 10710. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6201  6/3 – 7/8

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

BY VIRTUE OF a certain Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale, granted by the Supreme 
Court, County of Westchester on the 3rd day of December, 2010, and entered in the Ofýce 
of the Westchester County Clerk on the 21st day of December, 2010, the City of Yonkers 
will sell the described premises at public auction as follows:

DATE and TIME: Monday, July 11, 2011 at 10:00 am

PLACE: The main entrance of the Westchester County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, New York

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 833 Nepperhan Avenue, Yonkers, NY

DESCRIPTION: All that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of 
Westchester and State of New York, being known and designated as Lot Nos. 15 through 
19, inclusive, in Block 33, on a certain map entitled, “Map of land in the City of Yonkers, 
known as Yonkers Heights, Westchester County, N.Y.”, made by William Henry Baldwin, 
C.E., December, 1896, and ýled in the Ofýce of the Register of Westchester County, Janu-
ary 6, 1897, as Map No. 1297. Being also known as Lot Nos. 39, 40, 41, 42 and 43 in Block 
3072 on the Ofýcial Tax Map of the City of Yonkers.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the successful bid must be paid in trust to the attorney identi-
ýed below by cash, money order, or certiýed bank check. The balance of the successful bid 
must be paid in the same manner no later than 30 days after the date of the auction. The 
property is sold as is and is free of all liens and encumbrances.

ATTORNEY INFORMATION: Brian R. Callahan & Associates, PLLC
Special Counsel to the City of Yonkers
120 Bedford Road
Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-600-4224

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

BY VIRTUE OF a certain Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale, granted by the Supreme 
Court, County of Westchester on the 3rd day of December, 2010, and entered in the Ofýce 
of the Westchester County Clerk on the 21st day of December, 2010, the City of Yonkers 
will sell the described premises at public auction as follows:

DATE and TIME: Monday, July 11, 2011 at 10:00 am

PLACE: The main entrance of the Westchester County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, New York

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 843 Nepperhan Avenue, Yonkers, NY

DESCRIPTION: All that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of 
Westchester and State of New York, being known and designated as Lot Nos. 28 through 
35, inclusive, in Block 33, on a certain map entitled, “Revised Map of Yonkers Heights, City 
of Yonkers, N.Y.ò, ýled in the Ofýce of the County Clerk of Westchester County, Division of 
Land Records, formerly Registerôs Ofýce of January 6, 1897, as Map No. 1297.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the successful bid must be paid in trust to the attorney identi-
ýed below by cash, money order, or certiýed bank check. The balance of the successful bid 
must be paid in the same manner no later than 30 days after the date of the auction. The 
property is sold as is and is free of all liens and encumbrances.

ATTORNEY INFORMATION: Brian R. Callahan & Associates, PLLC
Special Counsel to the City of Yonkers
120 Bedford Road
Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-600-4224

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

BY VIRTUE OF a certain Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale, granted by the Supreme 
Court, County of Westchester on the 25th day of May, 2011, and entered in the Ofýce of 
the Westchester County Clerk on the 3rd day of June, 2011, the City of Yonkers will sell the 
described premises at public auction as follows:

DATE and TIME: Monday, July 11, 2011 at 10:00 am

PLACE: The main entrance of the Westchester County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, New York

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 207 South Waverly Street, Yonkers, NY

DESCRIPTION: All that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, situate, lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of 
Westchester and State of New York, bounded and described as follows: beginning at the 
southwesterly corner of South Waverly Street and Chauncey Place; and running thence 
southerly along the westerly line of South Waverly Street, ýfty-three (53) feet; running 
thence westerly parallel with Chauncey Place, ninety-three (93) feet; running thence north-
erly parallel with South Waverly Street, ýfty-three (53) feet to the southerly line of Chauncey 
Place; running thence easterly along the southerly line of Chauncey Place, ninety-three 
(93) feet to the point or place of beginning.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the successful bid must be paid in trust to the attorney identi-
ýed below by cash, money order, or certiýed bank check. The balance of the successful bid 
must be paid in the same manner no later than 30 days after the date of the auction. The 
property is sold as is and is free of all liens and encumbrances.

ATTORNEY INFORMATION: Brian R. Callahan & Associates, PLLC
Special Counsel to the City of Yonkers
120 Bedford Road
Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-600-4224

Notice is hereby given that 
a license number 1251076 
for the sale of Beer, Liquor & 
Wine has been applied for by 
the undersigned to sell liquor 
at retail for On Premises 
Consumption in a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Law at 146 W. 
Sanford Boulevard, Mt. Ver-
non, N.Y. 10550.  Inn At The 
Border Corp.

#3014  6/10 – 7/1

Notice of formation of Risk 
Reduction Services, LLC. 
Arts. Of Org. ýled with the 
Sectôy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 4/6/11. Ofýce location: 
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 1 Executive Blvd., 
Yonkers, NY 10701. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Risk Re-
duction Services, LLC, 1 Ex-
ecutive Blvd., Yonkers, NY 
10701. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

Help WaNTed - AdmiNisTraTive 
AssisTaNT - Starting August 22; Training 
June/July Full-time position in large, very busy 
community music school in Scarsdale. Broad 
range of tasks in different departments. Famil-
iarity with classical music an asset. Excellent 
interpersonal skills and good phone manner a 
must. MS Ofýce, Data Entry, Desktop Publish-
ing.  Bio/Cover Letter/2 References to: twager@
hbms.org 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: PART-TIME 
SALES OPPORTUNITY Promote renewable 
energy at Westchester storefront tables and event 
booths.  Excellent paid training, þexible hours & 
locations.   Earn $500-$1000/week! Apply now 
212.710.2657 NYJobs@GreenMountain.com 

WANTED: Antiques Å Art Å Estates - Gen-
erous cash payments for your belongings, in-
cluding: paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, in-
struments, coins, clocks, etc. Please call Aaron 
at 914-654-1683.  

ADOPTION - Active, fun-loving couple 
will provide a stable home full of laughter and 
love for a newborn. Learn more about us at 
www.jenmikeadopt.com. Please contact us con-
ýdentially at 1-888-329-5272 or jenmikeadopt@
gmail.com. 

AparTmeNTs for reNT in south east 
Yonkers. Updated 1+ and 2 bedrooms starting at 
$1,200. Negotiable. Principals only. For more in-
formation, call 914-776-9139. 

AuToNomy PreparaTioN through 
daily encounters. Debrieýng, revisioning, inner 
concepts. First session free. Singles preferred. 
718-994-2657.

ADOPT: Happy couple enjoys cooking, 
biking, dancing, and plays and promises love, 
security, and education. Stay-at-home mom and 
dad with þexible schedule. Expenses paid. http://
www.littleblessingsadoption.com/mikeandran-
diadopt/. 877-730-7891. 

ADOPT: Happy couple loves traveling, an-
imals, gardening, cooking; close to beach, parks. 
We promise love, happiness, security, strong 
family values for baby. CHRIS/JENN 1-800-
970-7055 www.chrisandjenn.net. 

ADOPT: Loving and stable couple seeks 
bundle of joy to love unconditionally, cherish 
forever and complete our family. Please call Bill 
& Nancy 1-877-647-2766 

ADOPT: Loving and stable couple seeks 
bundle of joy to love unconditionally, cherish 
forever and complete our family. Please call Bill 
& Nancy 1-877-647-2766 

PREGNANT? A LOVING OPTION 
ADOPTION With open arms and a warm heart 
wewelcome your precious baby to cherish and 
provide unconditional love.Assistnace available. 
Cynthia/ Leonard 1-877-9KARING (1-877-952-
7464) 

SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROP-
ERTY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION. 
400+/-Properties June 22-23, @ 10AM. The 
Lodge at Rock Hill, NY. 800-243-0061 AAR & 
Inc. HAR, Inc.  www.NYSAuctions.com 

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE $1000 
GROCERY COUPON. NOAH’S ARC SUP-
PORT NO KILL SHELTERS, RESEARCH TO 
ADVANCE VETERINARY TREATMENTS 
FREE TOWING,TAX DEDUCTIBLE, NON-
RUNNERS ACCEPTED 1-866-912-GIVE 

HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc,for straightening, leveling, foundation and 
wood frame repairs at1-800-OLD-BARN. www.
woodfordbros.com. “Not applicable in Queen-
scounty” 

Alta Log Homes needs dealers, develop-

ers and builders! Limited territories available 
in Hudson Valley/Westchester -contact us NOW 
to secure your territory! alta.info@altaloghomes.
com or (800) 926-2582. 

$2,000 MONTHLY POSSIBLE GROW-
ING GOURMET MUSHROOMS FOR US. 
Year Round Income. Markets Established. Call 
-Write For Free Information. Midwest Associ-
ates, Box 69, Fredericktown, OH 43019 1-740-
694-0565 

Tractor Trailer Training: National Tractor 
Trailer School, Liverpool/Buffalo branch NY. 
Approved for Veterans, Financial Aid, Housing, 
Pre-Training Employment Offers if qualiýed. 
1-888-243-9320.  www.ntts.edu 

CASH BUYER, 1970 and Before Comic 
Books, Toys, Sports, entirecollections wanted. 
I travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING YOU 
have. CallBrian at 1-800-617-3551 

AVON-Earn Extra $$. For Info Call 
1-800-796-2622 or E-mail AvonDetails@aol.
com (ISR) 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING-Train for high 
paying Aviation Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualiýed-Job Placement Assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866)296-7093 AVON-Earn Extra $$. For Info 
Call 1-800-796-2622 or E-mail AvonDetails@
aol.com (ISR) 

NY’S LAREGEST SELECTION Land 
& Camp Packages New 2 story cabin on Riv-
er w/ 5 Acres -$79,995. Farmhouse and Barns 
w/ 5 Acres $69,995. New Cabin w/ 8 Acres 
-$32,995. Call 800-229-7843. Or Visit www.
LandandCamps.com For Camp Pictures. 

NYS BEST EVER LAND BARGAINS 4 
acres rustic camp-$19,995. 7 acres trout stream 
WAS: $29,995 NOW: $22,995. 26 acres River 
Gorge WAS:$49,995 NOW: $39,995. 12 acres w/ 
barn WAS: $39,995 NOW: $25,995. 7acres near 
Oneida Lake WAS: $27,995 NOW: $17,995. 5 
acres forestbordering stateland $15,995. FREE 
CLOSING COSTS Call 800-229-7843 Orvisit 
www.LandandCamps.com 

SAWMILLS – Band/Chainsaw -SPRING 
SALE –Cut lumber any dimension, anytime. 
MAKE MONEY and SAVE MONEY In stock 
ready to ship. Starting at $995.00. www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com/300N 1-800-578-1363Ext.300N 

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal,*Accounting, 
*Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance. 
Computeravailable. Financial Aid if qualiýed. 
Call 888-201-8657www.CenturaOnline.com 

Dennisport, MA-Come experience the 
Pelham House’s private beach, pool, tennis, 
recently renovated waterfront rooms. Suites 
available,free breakfast daily, located on Nan-
tucket sound.508-398-6076 

NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ-FLOREN-
TINE FAMILY MOTEL. Beach/Boardwalk 
Block, Heated Pools, Efýciency/Motel units 
refrigerator, elevator. Color Brochure/Specials 
609-522-4075 Department 104 www.þoren-
tinemotel.com 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/partial weeks. 
Call for FREE brochure. Open daily. Holiday 
RealEstate. 1-800-638-2102. Online reserva-
tions: www.holidayoc.com 

HAND CRAFTED ONLY for Nas-
sau County’s LARGEST family fair. 25th 
yr,Attendance 120,000+ , 150-200 hand-crafted 
vendors display. 9/17 &09/18 (516)679-1875 for 
application 

BUYING COINS-Gold, Silver & ALL 
Coins, Stamps, Paper Money, Entire Collections 
worth $5,000 or more. Travel to your home. 
CASH paid. Call Marc 1-800-488-4175 

Classi�eds




