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By Michael Molinelli
Driving along Central Park Avenue (just Central 
Avenue, to natives) one notices a din of colorful 
signs screaming for attention from the various big 
box stores and the strip malls. But at the southern 
end, when the cacophony mutes, Yonkers’ Grin-
ton I. Will Library strikes an interesting harmonic 
note.

It’s midcentury municipal modernist drab 
has a counter melody of color harmonizing across 
its fa­ades. My ýrst visceral reaction was ñThe 
Partridge Family Tour bus!” (If you are under 35, 

Google it.) So I decided to look further.
Opened in 1962, the AIA Award-winning 

library is a modernist building with sturdy con-
crete arched vaults along the street façade that 
bring light deep into the main reading room. The 
colored panels are slanted to allow a lot of light 
into the space but deþect low western sunlight 
which can fry the occupants through large glass 
expanses.

The panels appear to be porcelain enamel, a 
popular coating (harder than paint) that was often 

Who needs dancing celebrities when, this 
week, the þawless footwork of Westchester 
Hills School 29 stand-outs kept the audience 
smiling?

Ballroom beginners from grades three to 
six will participate in the school’s annual Ball-
room Dance Competition, showcasing a variety 
of dance styles including the waltz, tango, me-
ringue and swing.

This is the ýfth year Westchester Hills 
School 29 has sponsored a ballroom dance com-
petition. Through the devoted inspiration and 
instruction of physical education teacher Mar-
itza Fasack, students learn discipline, commit-
ment, respect for one another and how to work 
together to claim a coveted top spot.

Winners will be selected for each grade 
level.

Beczak Environmental Education Center 
offers children and adults opportunities to ýsh 
for striped bass ð New York Stateôs ofýcial 
saltwater ýsh ð aboard the 50-foot Island Cur-
rent II, departing from the Yonkers Pier.

Children aged 9 to 13 can register for the 
Fishing the Hudson spring break program, April 
18 to 22, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. The cost 
is $300 for ýve days.

While Fishing the Hudson is for children 

only, adults can join in the ýshing fun in the 
Striped Bass Fishing Excursion, to be held on 
Thursday, April 21 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. The 
cost is $75 per person, and all bait, tackle and 
licenses are provided.

Beczak Environmental Education Center 
is located at 35 Alexander St. For more infor-
mation or to purchase tickets to either of these 
events, call 914-377-1900 ext. 12, e-mail vgaru 
ý@beczak.org or visit www.beczak.org.

By Dan Murphy
It has been good to see so many Yonkers 

residents come forward, seeking to serve on 
the Yonkers City Council this year. In the 
Third Council District Democrat Mike Rota-
nelli has stepped forward as the ýrst candidate 

to replace Councilwoman Joan Gronowski, 
who will not seek re-election.

Rotanelli, 63, is a 55-year resident of Yon-
kers. He attended St. John’s elementary school 
in Yonkers and graduated from Lincoln High 

Architecture in Yonkers:
�e Grinton I. Will Library
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Yonkers Loves It�s Fire�ghters

A facade of the Grinton I. Will Library

School 29 students looking sharp before the Ballroom Dance Competion, with physical edu-
cation teacher Martiza Fasack,

City Council candidate Mike Rotanelli

By Dan Murphy
Yonkers Fireýghters Local 628 recently 

held its annual dinner dance at the Polish Cen-
ter. Pictured above is Fireýghter Mike Giroux, 

with his wife Deana. Giroux heroically rescued 
a man dangling from a building, but this night 
was dedicated to other ofýcers who have risked 
their lives to protect the residents of Yonkers

See another story and more photos on Page 10
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Doing Good Deeds in Yonkers 

Yonkers Dentist Dr. William Limongelli 
believes that many good deeds done each day 
are going un-rewarded.

ñWe all know that negativity will not im-
prove a situation, but complimenting or reward-
ing a job well done will actually prompt more of 
those good activities,” said Limongelli.

With that said, Limongelli launched a Good 
Deed Contest in February, which will end on 
April 15. The contest is open to any youth 18 
years of age and under. Children 18 years of age 
or under are urged to join the Good Deed Con-
test by submitting an essay about a good deed 
they have done.

Limongelli will be giving away a com-
puter to the winner who submits the best essay. 
Whether you helped a senior citizen cross the 
street or with their groceries, or organized a 

fund-raiser at school to help other needy chil-
dren in the community, tell your good deed story 
to Limongelli and you might win a computer.

According to Limongelli, we all have a 
vested interest in providing a stable foundation 
of moral values to our youngsters: ñWe believe 
that children deserve a helping hand to make 
their own choice of what is right or wrong, to 
make their own choice of how to reach their 
goals without compromising their morals.”

Limongelli believes there is no greater joy 
for a parent than knowing that their children 
are on the right path. The contest rewards Good 
Deeds done by children and teenagers to encour-
age them to make the right choices in life.

For more information on Limongelli and 
his events, call 914-969-2727 or visit www.den 
tistinyonkersny.com.
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City Council Majority Leader Patricia McDow (left) who is partnering
with Dr. William Limongelli on the Good Deed Contest
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Young St. Casimir’s School students enjoy learning about black bears Patricia Degree (seated at table) and Robert Alston (left, in red t-shirt) are joined by friends 
to raise funds for the Pelton Baseball League at the Shoprite in downtown Yonkers. Pelton 

Baseball will kickoff their season with a parade this Saturday, April 9, at 10:30 a.m.,
beginning at the corner of Radford Street and South Broadway and will conclude at Pelton 
Field in Van Cortlandt Park. Pelton Baseball is celebrating its 30th year and has more than 

300 kids playing baseball this year.

ñKindergarten has lost a baby bear. If found, 
please return him to their classroom.” This an-
nouncement was recently heard at Saint Casimir 
School, where students in the early childhood 
grades were studying black bears. Clues to the 
bear’s whereabouts were found throughout the 
school, including his gps collar and paw prints, 
but not the bear.

Kindergarten student Michael Del Vecchio 
asked ñHow is the bear surviving?ò Del Vecchio 
surmised that the bear was surviving by ñeating 
Miss Pat’s food in the cafeteria.”

Pre-Kindergarten 3, Pre-Kindergarten 4 and 
Kindergarten were learning about bears through 
an innovative, new, hands-on learning program 
called ñBlack Bear Boxes.ò

The students’ interest in bears was peaked 
this winter while observing ñLily,ò a four-year-old 
black bear, and her cubs in their den in Ely, Min-
nesota via a webcam. Kindergarten teacher Joanne 

Lobreglio soon realized that the children wanted 
to know more about bears and seized the opportu-
nity provided by the ñBlack Bear Boxesò to teach 
scientiýc facts about bears.

Filled with materials and activities for ex-
ploring the world of black bears using interdis-
ciplinary, inquiry-based learning, the Black Bear 
Box was the perfect teaching tool to learn about 
bears. Developed by the researchers at the North 
American Bear Center, who study Lily, the con-
tents of the box are grouped by grade level up to 
grade 12.

The purpose of the Black Bear Box ñis to re-
place black bear myths with scientiýc facts that 
help people and bears better coexist in today’s 
ecologically conscious world.”

The box contains a collar with tracking gps, 
skull and claw replicas, portion of hide, black bear 
tracks replica, black bear scat, DVDôs, PowerPoint 
presentations, plus lots of other materials.

Each Black Bear Box is packed full of learn-
ing tools, but not a baby bear, though the children 
in the three early childhood classes remain con-
vinced that there was.

For more information about St. Casimir 
School, visit www.scsyonkers.com. To learn more 
about the North American Bear Center and the 
Black Bear Box, go to www.bear.org.
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Hair Dimensions co-owner Frank Osso using the Aerovex technology

New Technology Captures Keratin
Fumes Only At Hair Dimensions Salons

By Dan Murphy
Anyone who has walked into a hair salon 

may have smelled a burning, chemical substance. 
That substance is formaldehyde, used in very 
popular hair treatments to smooth and straighten 
hair.

Hair Dimensions Salons is the ýrst salon in 
Westchester that has purchased Aerovex technol-
ogy to capture 80 percent of the formaldehyde 
fumes and odors, making its salons safer for em-
ployees and more pleasant for their customers.

Hair Dimensions co-owner Vanessa Osso ex-
plained that over the past few years, the keratin-
based hair straightening treatment is most popular. 
Keratin is a natural protein found in your hair and, 
when mixed with formaldehyde and applied with 
a hot iron, smoothes and straightens your hair.

ñKeratin treatments are more natural that old 
fashion relaxers. There are many different prod-
ucts on the market, and I encourage anyone inter-
ested to come into Hair Dimensions to discuss our 
products, which use the lowest amount of chemi-
cals that straighten hair with formaldehyde. And 

with our new machine, 80 percent of the vapors 
are captured,” said Osso.

Keratin treatments usually last up to three 
months and take about 90 minutes to apply, at a 
cost of up to $300. While the use of formalde-
hyde is FDA approved, the dusts and vapors are 
uncomfortable to customers and could be harmful 
to staff.

ñWe are proud to have this new technology, 
the ýrst in Westchester County, which makes our 
salons safer and cleaner. It’s great,” said co-owner 
Frank Osso.

The Aerovex system works like a vacuum, 
sucking up fumes when the keratin treatments are 
applied at up to 450 degrees and removing up to 
80 percent of the dusts and vapors.

ñSo far, our customers and staff love this 
product,” said Osso.

For more information on this and all hair 
treatments offered at Hair Dimensions, which has 
locations on Tuckahoe Road and at Bronx River 
Road in Yonkers, call 914-779-5919 or visit www.
HairDimensionsSalons.com.
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