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Westchester High Schools
Excel in Regional Envirothon

Members of the John Jay Envirothon team

John Jay High School of the Katonah-
Lewisboro School District and Yorktown
High School of the Yorktown Central School
District placed second and third, respectively,
among 33 high school teams in the 20th Annu-
al Hudson Valley Regional Envirothon, held
on April 15.

Because the John Jay High School team
ranked yrst in the county, this team will repre-
sent Westchester at the New York State Envi-

rothon on May 25 and 26 at Hobart & William
Smith Colleges. The winner of that competi-
tion will represent the state at the Canon Na-
tional Envirothon in New Brunswick, Canada
in July.

The Hudson Valley regional environmen-
tal science competition was held at the Sharpe
Reservation in Fishkill. The Fox Hill Academy
team of Orange County placed yrst. The event
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With State Budget Deal Done,
Can We Still Get a Tax Cap?

By Dan Murphy

With Governor Andrew Cuomo getting
almost everything he wanted in a budget deal
passed before the April 1st deadline, the issue of
a property tax cap remains an unresolved ques-
tion.

Cuomo had supported a two percent tax
cap on local governments and school districts,
and the State Senate has already passed the
same tax cap.

The Democratic majority in the assembly,
led by Speaker Sheldon Silver and his New
York City delegation, has been, and continues
to be, the roadblock to a tax cap. The powerful
teachers unions and supporters of education aid
are also opposed to the cap.

Opponents of a tax cap want the state to
pick up the costs of unfunded mandates to local
governments and school districts, or, they claim
(and rightfully so) that a two percent limit on
budgets will mean cuts to local services or to
teachers and programs in the schools.

Rent control guidelines, which affect one
million New York City renters, will expire on
June 15. Silver and the assembly democrats
need to renew the rent guidelines and are will-
ing to negotiate the tax cap as part of a deal for
rent control extensions, including raising the tax
cap to four percent, with mandate relief also in
the mix of a possible deal.

Two recent polls show that a majority of
New Yorkers support a tax cap. Cuomo, riding
high in the polls after getting a budget deal that

caps the rate of increases in health care and edu-
cation costs for this and next year, may take a
statewide tour if necessary to support a tax cap.

“We must pass a real, meaningful prop-
erty tax cap for the people of the State of New
York,” said Cuomo.

The New York State Association of Real-
tors, the state’s largest real estate advocacy orga-
nization, supports the tax cap and will conduct a
statewide campaign to support the legislation.

P. Gilbert Mercurio, CEO of the Westchester
Putnam Association of Realtors in White Plains,
said his group “is in full agreement that prop-
erty taxes need to be brought under control. We
know that a legislated tax cap is a blunt instru-
ment, but Westchester has the critical condition
of being number one in property taxes in New
York state, if not the nation, and this fact calls
for tough measures immediately.”

The Larchmont—-Mamaroneck Local Sum-
mit will hold a meeting this week to “examine
whether Governor Cuomo is showboating or
whether his proposed two percent cap on mu-
nicipal property tax increases is a real way to
help homeowners deal with their tax burdens.

The pros, cons and in-betweens will be ex-
amined by George Latimer, State Assemblyman
for this district, and Richard Slingerland, Ma-
maroneck Village Manager and immediate past-
president of the New York State City Managers
Association.

Read next week’s Westchester Rising for a
report on the summit.
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The rebounding economy across the coun-
try, and here in Westchester, has yet to reach
the real estate market, a critical piece of our
county’s and each family’s balance sheet.

The Empire Access Multiple Listing Ser-
vice (EAMLS) recently released its yrst quar-
ter of 2011 statistics which show 1,247 closed
residential transactions in Westchester County
through March 31 of this year, as compared to
1,313 in the comparable period of 2010, a yve

First Quarter Real Estate
Sales Flat in Westchester
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A house in Westchester which is up for sale

percent decrease.

The Westchester co-op market performed
the worst, with a nine percent decrease in sales
when compared to the same period in 2010,
which was one of three bad years in real estate
values, sales, listings and market inventory.

EAMLS called the ygures, fia mixed per-
formance,0 because sales rose in the yrst quar-
ter of 2011 when compared to the fourth quar-
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As A&P Departs From Westchester,
Who moves In?

By Dan Murphy

For most of us who have lived in
Westchester for decades, the A&P supermar-
ket has been a staple in our neighborhoods and
the place where we did our weekly food shop-
ping.

Once the largest grocer in the country, and
here in Westchester, it’s sad to see it go as A&P,
which declared bankruptcy last year, has closed
or will close some of its Westchester stores,
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Many A&P supermarkets in Westchester, like this one in Armonk, are closing

with the possibility of all of its stores closing
if the company cannot rebound ynancially 8 a
real possibility in a highly competitive busi-
ness where the proyt margins are small.
Earlier this year, A&P announced plans
to close four Westchester stores; Port Chester,
Greenburgh, New Rochelle and a Pathmark in
Hartsdale. Last year, a Food Emporium, also
under the A&P umbrella (along with Wald-
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Good Signs for the
Westchester Economy

By Dan Murphy

The campaign by McDonald’s restaurants
to hire 50,000 people nationwide was highlight-
ed in many Westchester locations last week, in-
cluding at the McDonalds on 60 South Broad-
way in White Plains.

And while a career at McDonald’s may not
be viable for every Westchester resident, it is a
good sign that the economy, both nationally and

here at home, is slowly recovering.
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McDonald’s is planning to hire 50,000 people nationwide, including in many
locations in Westchester

This is the largest hiring initiative in Mc-
Donald’s history, with all 600 tri-state McD’s
participating. Assemblyman Robert Castelli
pointed out that hiring by McDonald’s is a good
sign for the economy.

“Those who start out at an entry-level job
can quickly advance to a higher level position
paying good money at one of America’s largest
companies,” said Castelli.
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