
One of the most unpopular taxes recently 
enacted is the MTA Payroll Tax. Passed in 2009, 
the law placed a payroll surcharge on employers 
and self employed individuals who do business in 
the MTA Commuter District, which includes the 
suburbs of Nassau and Suffolk counties on Long 
Island, and Westchester, Putnam, Rockland and 
Orange counties in the Hudson Valley.

Anyone who earns more than $2,500 per year 
has been hit with the MTA tax of .34 percent, with 
their employers picking up the bill or passing it on 
to their employees.

Assemblyman George Latimer has submitted 
a bill which calls for a repeal of the MTA tax.

“At the time we passed the MTA payroll tax 

in 2009 we were told that this was an essential rev-
enue stream for the MTA which would help them 
become solvent. We were also told that the tax was 
required to maintain basic service and lessen the 
frequency of increased fares,” said Latimer. “And 
while subway fares have remained low, commuter 
fares have jumped and we have seen signiýcant 
cuts in services to the MTA here in Westchester, 
most notably on the New Haven line where there 
are crowded trains and old equipment. We now see 
the tax as unfair.”

Latimer has both republicans and democrats 
supporting his bill, and he is looking for a partner 
in the State Senate to carry the bill there. The big-

By Dan Murphy
Recently, the Westchester County Board of 

Legislators held a meeting with executives from 
Entergy Corporation, which owns and operates 
Indian Point power plant here in Westchester, to 
have a discussion about the recent earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan, and its impact, if any, on Indian 
Point’s future.

The vast majority of elected ofýcials have 
been calling for the closure of Indian Point and still 
do as 2013 and 2015, when the two reactor’s li-
censes to operate expire, approach. And now, after 
the 9.0 earthquake and tsunami that hit Japan, the 
calls to close Indian Point have been even louder, 

have been even louder, with Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, Congressmembers Nita Lowey and Eliot 
Engel and County Legislator Michael Kaplowitz 
all calling into question Indian Point’s viability and 
safety. 

Kaplowitz, the chair of the County Board’s 
Environment and Energy Committee, said on 
News 12 and in a meeting with Entergy ofýcials 
that, “Japan’s evacuation included a 50 mile ra-
dius. A 50-mile radius around Indian Point would 
travel down to Staten Island, and to Long Island 
and New Jersey.”

But what was given relatively little cover-

On April 9, the Pelham Picture House will 
be throwing a spectacular red carpet party for 
it’s 90th Birthday Gala Celebration!

For nine decades, this grande dame of 
Westchester single screen theaters has provided 
great entertainment, created fond memories for 
thousands of area residents and survived the 
wrecking ball when it was slated for demoli-
tion in the early 2000s. The Picture House was 
saved, turned into a non-proýt and has devel-
oped a slate of new indie and repertory ýlm 
programs and ýlm education offerings.

Recently, the theater’s interior was entirely 
restored and the Picture House is now welcom-
ing back old and new patrons. In honor of its 
90th year of existence and the just-completed 
renovation, a fabulous gala will be held at The 
Hilton Rye Town with cocktails, dinner, live, 
silent and online auctions and dancing to live 
music provided by The Weekenders.

Co-Chairs, Louise Middleton and Melina 
Vourlekis have been hard at work with their 
devoted Gala Committee members to create an 
unforgettable evening to mark this historic oc-
casion.

“Everyone is invited to join the celebra-
tion and we are expecting 600 people! We are 
thrilled to announce our 2011 Harold Lloyd 
Award Honorees, actor, author and activist 
Matthew Modine, life-long Pelham resident 
and past Picture House Board Chair Kathleen 
Corton and ýlmmaker and author Eugene Jar-
ecki,” announced Middleton and Vourlekis 
in a statement. “Our friend Sandy Kenyon of 
WABC-TV will be serving as the evening’s es-
teemed host. Charity auctioneer Amy Papola, 
formerly of Sotheby’s, will be on hand for our 
thrilling live auction.”

There will be fabulous auction items, in-
cluding hotels and golf in Hawaii, a private jet 
for four people to Florida courtesy of Avantair 
and lots of gorgeous jewelry, much of which 
is donated by designers afýliated with Peridot 
Fine Jewelry in Larchmont.

Limited tickets, tables and congratulatory 
listings for The Picture House 90th Birthday 
Gala are available at www.thepicturehouse.
org.

By Dan Murphy
Governor Andrew Cuomo won a major 

victory in his efforts to reform the most dys-
functional state government in the country by 
getting the legislature to agree to his budget for 
the ýscal year which starts on April 1.

Cuomo, Senate Majority Leader Dean Ske-
los and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (the 
“three men in a room”) agreed on a $132 billion 
budget last weekend, which decreases spending 
by two percent and closes a $10 billion deýcit 
without any new taxes or borrowing, unheard of 

in a New York State budget for decades.
“This budget makes tough choices, which 

is what you sent me to Albany to do,” Cuomo 
said. ñIt closes a $10 billion deýcit with no new 
taxes or borrowing, redesigns government to 
force it to cut waste and inefýciency and ýnally 
delivers real results for hard-working families 
across New York State.”

The budget deal also means that New York 
will have an on-time budget, passed during a 
difýcult economic climate.
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Governor Andrew Cuomo (2nd from left), shaking hands with Senate Majority Leader Dean 
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This year’s recipient of the Bob Fitzsim-
mons Scholarship is Brandon Russo, a senior 
at Archbishop Stepinac High School. Russo 
was awarded the scholarship on stage at 
Westchester Broadway Theatre this week.

Brandon Russo is the consummate pro-
fessional, on the stage and off. He has a great 
appetite for character roles and devours them 
with great zeal, from his work as the timorous 
Billy in “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” 
to the buffoon LeFou in Stepinac’s upcoming 
production of “Beauty and the Beast.”

It is obvious that Russo is able to extend 
himself and not be conýned to any one type 
of role. His willingness to keep challenging 
himself and take on roles that are not seem-
ingly a natural ýt for his innocent nature is 

praiseworthy. Above all, off the stage Russo is 
a true gentleman who is sensitive to the needs 
of others and always places the entire produc-
tion’s needs above his own.

The scholarship is given annually to a 
college-bound senior who has excelled in the 
theatre arts programs while attending Stepi-
nac.

The prestigious arts scholarship is named 
after Bob Fitzsimmons, a Stepinac graduate of 
who died suddenly at the age of 37 in March 
of 1992. He was the Public Relations Director 
of the Westchester Broadway Theatre, as well 
as a gifted actor, producer, writer and a direc-
tor of shows at WBT and at numerous theatres 
throughout the County. 

Brandon Russo (right) in “The Drowsy Chaperone”

Brandon Russo Gets
Fitzsimmons Scholarship
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Her Honor Mentoring Founders (l to r) Nicole Sheindlin,
Judge Judy Sheindlin and Patricia Lanza

Samantha Mullen (left), Legislative Committee Chair of the NYS Humane Association, 
presents Senator Suzi Oppenheimer with a commendation for her outstanding leadership 

in advancing the protection of animals.

Aspects of the Continental Army will be discussed
at an upcoming Harrison Public Library event

L to r: LMC-TV Board Member Michael Charles, LMC-TV Board Chairman Leonard Verrastro 
and Mary Anne Sullivan Award Recipient NYS Assemblyman George Latimer

LMC-TV Selects Her Honor
Mentoring Program for Top Award

Senator Oppenheimer Honored
by New York State Humane Association

�Life of a Soldier�
at Harrison Public Library

LMC-TV, the public access television sta-
tion serving Larchmont, Mamaroneck and Rye 
Neck, will present the Mary Anne Sullivan Award 
to Her Honor Mentoring at the station’s annual 
Award Night on Thursday, April 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Emelin Theater in Mamaroneck.

The 21 Annual Award Night, LMC-TV’s 
local version of the Academy Awards, will also 
bestow achievement awards for Volunteer of the 
Year, Best Single Show, Best Series and others.

Larchmont resident Nicole Sheindlin start-
ed the mentoring program that matches female 
high school students with professional women. 
She drew inspiration from Her Honor Judge 
Judy Sheindlin, who is Nicole’s stepmother, and 
support from Patricia Lanza of the Lanza Family 
Foundation. The program is also partnered with 
the Westchester County Ofýce for Women and 
the Women’s Research and Education Fund.

Her Honor Mentoring serves young women 
from Mamaroneck, White Plains, Yonkers and 
Mount Vernon high schools. LMC-TV has col-
laborated with the program for two years; staff 
members are mentors, teaching the mentees 
video production methods, producing shows and 
documenting Her Honor Mentoring for the Ma-
maroneck, Larchmont and Rye Neck audience.

“Her Honor Mentoring is fortunate to work 
with LMC-TV to educate mentees and document 
our efforts,” said Sheindlin. “Partnering with 
community based organizations is crucial to our 
success and we are honored to be selected for 
this award.”

The Mary Anne Sullivan Award for Overall 

Achievement in Community Television is named 
for LMC-TV founding member Mary Anne Sul-
livan, whose leadership helped make LMC-TV 
possible. Previous recipients include; Assem-
blyman George Latimer, The League of Women 
Voters, NYS Senator Suzi Oppenheimer and The 
Hispanic Resource Center.

“LMC-TV is all about community,” said 
LMC-TV Executive Director Erik Lewis, “and 
the Award Night celebrates the diversity of peo-
ple and programming that characterizes our sta-
tion and our community.”

The evening’s emcees are the father-daugh-
ter team of Vincent Graziano, owner of Coxe 
& Graziano Funeral Home in Mamaroneck and 
author of the recent novel “Die Laughing,” and 
Jennifer Graziano Mangano, former President of 
the Mamaroneck Village Chamber of Commerce 
and co-chair of the Mamaroneck Harbor Fest.

The “Still Tryin’” duo will provide the 
music, and Mark Hassenfratz, a popular young 
stand-up comedian at Rye Neck High School, 
will also perform.

Award Night will be telecast live on Cable-
vision/75 and Verizon FiOS/36, and the show 
will be streamed live on the web. A reception 
in Studio 2, LMC-TV’s studio on Library Lane, 
follows the Emelin event.

Admission is free and open to the public. 
LMC-TV plans to publish a program for the 
event, including paid advertisements. To place an 
ad and for more information, visit www.lmc-tv.
org, call 914-381-2002 x201 or e-mail elewis@
lmc-tv.org.

Rye Democrats to Host 
Spring Cocktail Party

Mamaroneck Library 
at Applebee�s

Rye City Democratic Committee (RCDC) Chair Rod Brown announced recently that the 
Committee’s Spring Cocktail Party will be held 
on Sunday, April 10 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 

The event will be held at Parker’s Travel 
and Lifestyles Store, located at 43 Purchase St. 
in Rye. Refreshments will be served.

The event will provide people with the 
opportunity to meet Rye’s Democratic elected 
ofýcials and their neighbors. The event will 
celebrate the change of seasons and the record 
of running good candidates for public ofýce at 
every level. The RCDC’s goal is to help support 
good government in Rye.

While geared primarily to Democrats, the 
event is open to anyone who is interested in be-
ing involved with practical approaches to build-
ing a stronger community and country.

The suggested contribution for attending 
the event is $25. Persons wishing to help under-
write the event can contribute $50 as a “Friend,” 
$100 as a “Supporter” and $250 as a Sponsor.

For more information or to RSVP, call 
Vicki Farrington at 914-967-0160 or e-mail her 
at vfarrington@houlihanlawrence.com. Contri-
butions can also be mailed to the RCDC at PO 
Box 534, Rye, NY 10580.

Thanks to Applebee’s Dining-to-Donate 
Program (enjoy a meal that is ýlling and fulýll-
ing) on Thursday, April 14, you can bring a cou-
pon to Applebee’s, and they’ll donate 10 percent 
of your total bill to the Mamaroneck Library’s 
Youth Services Programming Fund.

You must bring in copy of coupon for your 
donation to be counted. Stop by Mamaroneck 
Library at 102 Mamaroneck Ave. to pick one up! 
And don’t forget to tell a friend!

For more information, call 914-698-1250 
ext 24 or www.mamaronecklibrary.org.

The Harrison Public Library will present 
“Life of a Soldier” on Thursday, April 14 at 4 
p.m. Thomas Paine Cottage Museum Director 
John R. Wright will appear in costume to present 
a view of life for the men and women of Wash-
ington’s Continental Army during the American 
Revolution.

The American Continental Army was an 
army formed after the outbreak of the American 
Revolutionary War by the colonies that became 

the United States of America. Established by a 
resolution of the Continental Congress on June 
14, 1775, it was created to coordinate the mili-
tary efforts of the Thirteen Colonies in their re-
volt against the rule of Great Britain. General 
George Washington was Commander-in-Chief 
of the army throughout the war.

For more information on this presentation, 
call 914-835-0324. 
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