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More than 1,500 teachers, students, parents, 
staff and supporters of education rallied last week 
at the Yonkers Riverfront Library and marched 
through downtown Yonkers, refusing to stand 
idly by while the budget for the Yonkers Public 
Schools (YPS) gets cut once again.

Chanting “They are children, not big banks!” 
and “No more cuts!” the group was united in their 
opposition to Governor Andrew Cuomo’s plan to 
cut education aid statewide by $1.5 billion, a 9.7 
percent reduction.

Janet Bacon, an art teacher at Saunders High 
School for 17 years, held a sign that read “Di-
vided We Beg, United We Stand.” “We want to 
keep our jobs, and we believe in our kids,” Bacon 
said. “We have to let them realize these kids need 
what we do.”

And while the Cuomo’s proposed budget 
cuts Yonkers State Aid by $20 million, the YPS 

received more bad news last week, when the Re-
publican majority in the State Senate slashed an-
other $15 million in aid by cutting the revenue 
stream from Empire Casino at Yonkers Raceway.

This left YPS Superintendent Bernard Pier-
orazio no choice but to begin to make massive 
cuts to all parts of the educational system for the 
upcoming 2011-2012 school year, which begins 
this coming September.

Mayor Phil Amicone, Superintendent Pier-
orazio and Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino recently traveled to Albany to meet with 
Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos to try and 
get these cuts restored.

“We took some very important steps toward 
restoring the deep cuts made to Yonkers’ educa-
tion funding in the state budget. Although we are 
not all the way there yet, we gained commitments 

By Dan Murphy
Over the past six years, the two most notable 

and powerful elected ofýcials in the City of Yon-
kers have been, and remain, Mayor Phil Amicone 
and Council President Chuck Lesnick.

Lesnick’s election in 2005 shepherded in a 
Democratic majority on the City Council. Since 
then, Amicone and Lesnick have operated under 
shared power, with a conservative republican in 

the mayorôs ofýce and a liberal democrat in the 
council president’s chair. The fact that both men 
are philosophic opposites has made the relation-
ship between the two strained.

In recent weeks, the relations between the 
Lesnick and Amicone camps has degraded into 
public accusations against each other.

The volcano erupted last week when Lesnick 

Last Sunday, the Yonkers Public School 
District (YPS), City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, Westchester Symphonic Winds, Sarah 
Lawrence College and famed WQXR Radio 
personality and event emcee Robert Sherman 
held a free concert in support of keeping art and 
music in the Yonkers Public Schools.

Held at Sarah Lawrence College, the con-
cert also included a musical performance by 
YPS teachers and their students and a display of 

artwork created by our talented youth.
Yonkers Middle/High School teacher Marc 

Pekowsky organized the concert. American Idol 
contestant Melinda Ademi gave a performance, 
as did 12-year old Merissa Beddows, who sang 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow.” Finally, Lin-
coln High School Choir Director Cecilia Myers 
performed a gospel song that brought down the 
house.

The City of Yonkers is mourning the loss 
and remembering the many years of public ser-
vice of Chief Marshall Norman Downes, who 
died at the age of 79 on March 15.

Born in the City of Yonkers on July 15, 
1932, Norman was a graduate of Roosevelt 
High School. He later joined the U.S. Army and 
served in Korea in the 82nd Airborne Division, 
1st Ranger Battalion as a paratrooper.

After serving in the military, Norman joined 
the Yonkers Police Department on March 16, 
1958, serving in all four precincts and the North 
and South Commands. He retired from the Yon-
kers Police Department on May 26, 1978.

Norman was the organizer of the ýrst Yon-
kers Police Guardians Association, which was 
formed in the late 1960’s. In November of 2001, 
he was elected president of the Westchester-
Rockland Guardians Association.

On June 15, 2006, Norman was appointed 
Chief City Marshall for the City of Yonkers af-
ter having worked for ýve years as Deputy City 
Marshall. Despite the heavy responsibilities 
with the City Marshall position, there was rarely 
a time when Norm couldn’t be seen with a smile 
and a warm friendly welcome for all those he 
knew. Norman will be greatly missed.

Norman was a shining example of a per-
son who demonstrated how much he cared for 
his country and community by his continuous 

efforts to be involved and improve it. He com-
mitted his life to upholding the related laws of 
the city and protecting the citizens of Yonkers, 
and his service was given with such passion and 

As Yonkers Rallies for Education,
More Bad Budget News Comes

�e Deteriorating Relationship
Between Amicone and Lesnick

Keep Music in Our Schools

Remembering Norman Downes

Yonkers Resident Ligaya Murray
Lands the Cover of Parents Magazine

12 year old Merissa Beddows singing “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”

Norman Downes

City Council President Chuck LesnickMayor Philip Amicone

Yonkers resident Ligaya Murray has landed on the cover of Parents Magazine. Murray is a 
child model. Her agency is Generation Model Management, based in New York City. She is 

three years old and has been modeling since she was about 20 months. She has done other 
work for companies such as Macys, Kohls, Benetton and Babiekins Magazine. See more photos on Page 10
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Continued on Page 7

Continued on Page 7

Thousands of demonstrators came out to protest against further
proposed budget cuts to the Yonkers Public Schools
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Yonkers Rising photographer Donna Da-
vis and the Love Bear made a tour around the 
city on St. Patrick’s Day, saying hello to the 

merchants who provide food, services and en-
tertainment to thousands every day.

Above: Leslie and the Love Bear at Undisputed Sports Bar on Main Street

Above right (l to r): The Love Bear poses with Martin, Anthony, Alex, Julio, 
owner Neil and Greg, of Sam’s Pizzeria and Wedges, also on Main Street

Above: Benny Ukaj of Giovanni’s Restaurant on Central Park Avenue

Pizza Place owner Ron (right) with staff and the Love Bear

Mary, owner ofTyrone House, and a patron pose with the Love Bear

Roger Ayuso, owner of Roger’s Discount Furniture, 15 North Broadway 

Shop in Yonkers: Keep Your Tax Dollars Working Here!

Right: Rita and Leo of Paxos Grill on Main Street taking a stroll with the Love Bear

Check out the March issue of the Grapevine and learn 
about what students, like the Junior Achievement 

Club at Riverside High School, are learning

Photos by Donna Davis



FriDaY, MarCH 25, 2011 -  YOnKerS RISING - PAGE 3

Yonkers’ Hyperlocal News

Daily News Golden Gloves
to be Held at Yonkers Raceway

Downtown Yonkers Update

For the ýrst time in the history of Yonkers 
Raceway, the historic New York Daily News 
Golden Gloves will be held at the historic half-
mile track.

The 2011 semi-ýnals of the fabled amateur 
boxing tournament will be hosted trackside by 
Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway on 
Friday, March 25, it was announced jointly by 
Casino President Timothy J. Rooney and Daily 
News Senior Vice President John Campi.

Open, novice and women’s divisions will 
each be contested, nine bouts in all, and weight 
classes will be announced at a later date. First 
bell is at 7:30 p.m.

A tented area will be set up on the trackside 
apron to house the ring and hundreds of fans in 
attendance. The oldest and most esteemed ama-
teur event in the U.S.A., celebrating its 84th an-
niversary this season, has produced generations 
of legendary boxers including Sugar Ray Rob-
inson, Emile Grifýth, Floyd Patterson, Riddick 
Bowe, Gerry Cooney, Mark Breland, Jose Tor-
res and Zab Judah.

Yonkers Raceway ýrst opened its doors in 
1899, and in more than 100 years of its history 
has been the home to harness racing’s Triple 

Crown events such as the Yonkers Trot, Cane 
Pace and Messenger Stakes, as well as such pre-
mier stakes races as the Art Rooney Pace.

Professional boxing has been held in the 
Old Glory Horse Pavilion, and many major 
ýghts shown on closed circuit television.

But the Daily News Golden Gloves, the 
most elite Golden Gloves tournament in the 
country for 84 years, is a ýrst-time Raceway 
event.

“We are delighted to bring the Daily News 
Golden Gloves to Yonkers Raceway,” said 
Rooney. “Two New York institutions are team-
ing for a spectacular evening of boxing for ýght 
fans.”

“It will be another historic night for the 
Daily News Golden Gloves,” said Campi. “Our 
rich history grows even richer, and we are look-
ing forward to a memorable night.”

Tickets will be priced at $25, with senior 
citizens and children under 13 priced at $15. For 
more information, contact Brian Adams at the 
Daily News at 212-210-1908 or badams@nydai 
lynews.com, or Clare Galterio at Empire City at 
914-457-2609 or crgalterio@yonkersraceway.
com.

By Steve Sansone
The Yonkers Downtown has 

been undergoing changes over 
the past two years that augur 
well for its future. Interestingly, 
they have come about during the 
great recession, a time of belt 
tightening for both businesses 
and individuals.

One of the affects of the re-
cession — the decline of home 
mortgages — has actually ben-
eýtted the area. For example, 
some young couples who were 
thinking about taking out a 
mortgage to buy a home or con-
do prefer to rent and have been 
þocking to the Yonkers Down-
town, where there has been a 
signiýcant uptick in the demand for the new 
luxury rental apartments along the waterfront 
and Main Street.

Renting in the Yonkers Downtown is less 
expensive than in Manhattan and offers renters 
more in terms of space and a host of other ame-
nities. It’s no surprise that these units are nearly 
100 percent rented.

There are several reasons why living in 
Yonkers Downtown has become increasingly 
appealing.

First, it is in close proximity to Manhat-
tan, where the majority of the renters work; a 
17-minute ride from the Yonkers Metro North 
Station and a few minutes stroll to and from the 
station, as well as to neighborhood restaurants 
and shops, is all it takes. Many of the new resi-
dents are couples in their 30s who have started 
families. They work in ýnancial, accounting 
and other professional services. Some work 
from home.

Second, the Yonkers Downtown has 
emerged as an exciting destination for great 
dining and shopping. In the past year alone, new 
restaurants such as Dolphin, by the waterfront, 
Undisputed Sports Bar & Grill and Paxos Grill 
& Café on Main Street have opened, adding to 
an already exciting array of choices to satisfy 
every palette and offer great value. Some of 
those restaurants have also become part of a 

new night scene, offering pa-
trons live jazz, county, rock 
‘n’ roll and Latin music per-
formed by top-notch artists. 
They are all part of a growing 
trend where music is proving 
to be a big draw for visitors 
and residents.

Third, Yonkers Down-
town abounds with a wide 
and growing choice of re-
tail, food, specialty and bou-
tique stores, ýtness and other 
health and wellness center as 
well as access to banking and 
other professional services. 
One of the attractions of liv-
ing in an urban setting like 
Yonkers Downtown is that 

storefronts are within walking distance of each 
other. It’s easy for shoppers to make a day of it, 
stopping along the way for a snack or meal.

Fourth, at a time when people have been 
watching their wallets for leisure time ac-
tivities, the Yonkers DWBID’s free signature 
events have drawn record crowds. That was 
very apparent last year by the amazing atten-
dance at the annual Jazz & Blues Concert Se-
ries, Riverfest, Main Street Film Series, Evo-
lution Arts and Half Moon Festival, as well 
as at other events the DWBID sponsors. The 
enormous popularity of these events has helped 
merchants, as visitors typically patronize area 
restaurants and stores before and after attend-
ing the offerings.

Finally, in spite of the recession, a record 
number of new businesses opened over the past 
year, averaging one per month since last spring; 
and, there are more on the way, bringing new 
vitality and a source for new jobs.

The owners, most of whom are Yonkers 
natives, share something in common; they be-
lieve in the future of Yonkers Downtown as a 
destination where they can succeed and one 
that holds great promise as the economy re-
covers. To learn more about what the Yonkers 
Downtown has to offer, visit www.Yonkers 
Downtown.com.

DWBID Executive Director
Steve Sansone

By Eric W. Schoen
I was sitting in the bar-

ber chair the other day, as 
I do religiously every two 
weeks. My barber or, if you 
want to be fancy, hair stylist, 
usually has soccer games on 
the television set in front of 
my chair. Nick the Barber, 
located at Palisade Avenue 
and Roberts Avenue, usually 
doesn’t have the news on the 
television because I guess 
watching the news for 10 hours a day can get 
boring, monotonous and depressing.

But when Nick is cutting my hair, he knows 
I like watching the news so he usually þips the 
channel to News 12, Fox News or some other 
outlet featuring the happenings of the day. This 
particular day he put Fox News on for me. Be-
tween the loud voices of the broadcasters and 
negative story after negative story, I got so de-
pressed and frightened that after my haircut, I 
went home to my bunker (apartment) and made 
sure I had bottled water and non-perishable pro-
visions in case the end was coming.

What is going on in the world, nation, state, 
and even our little city of Yonkers? The Japa-
nese earthquake and tsunami are scary, but who 
do you believe as to what it means to you and 
me? Is the radiation from the nuclear power 
plant heading our way? Should we be buying 
potassium iodide pills, or is the radiation in a 
banana more than the radiation coming out of 
the damaged nuclear power plant? Is the Japa-
nese government telling its people and the world 
the truth about what is going on?

Then, of course, all the politicians start car-
rying on and calling for investigations of Indian 
Point, right in our backyard. They must enjoy 
hearing their voices and scaring the public. How 
many investigations, hearings, etc. can we have 
on Indian Point? Either ýsh or cut bait! Close it 
or keep it open.

Do any of the politicians suggest what we 
would do to replace the energy generated from 
Indian Point? Not a peep! My favorite comment 
on nuclear power came from the late radio com-
mentator Paul Harvey. He said people go to ral-
lies against nuclear power plants and then get in 
their cars to drive home and kill each other!

And this week, we are in Libya to take down 
Moammar Khadafy! The President doesn’t even 
make the announcement from the White House; 
he makes it from Brazil. Frank Sinatra sang 
“They’ve got an awful lot of coffee in Brazil,” 
but in the midst of the turmoil in the world, there 
are plenty of Starbucks in Washington Obama 
he can get his dose of java. And while the United 
States is ýghting numerous wars, does the coun-
try really need his March Madness picks broad-
cast on ESPN?

Whenever I see a crisis in the world, the 
ýrst thing I ask is; if the foreign country pro-
duces crude oil or whatever it takes to ýll up my 
tank, how much will the price of gas will rise? 
Four dollars for a gallon gas! The same folks on 
Wall Street that caused our current ýnancial cri-
sis are betting on the price of oil, making lots of 
money as the cost of a ýll-up goes up and up!

They need to bring one of those correc-
tions department buses up to Albany with lots 
of handcuffs, as it seems every day another state 
politician ends up indicted. Is anyone watching 
the ship in Albany? The things these politicians 
are indicted for are so often blatantly corrupt. 

What will they do with all 
the money they steal?! I am 
beginning to believe that it 
is not power or greed, but a 
sickness plaguing our state 
capital.

Then we have the hor-
riýc bus crash, with the bus 
returning from the casino in 
Connecticut. And what do 
we ýnd out? The bus driver 
has been convicted of man-
slaughter and has used vari-

ous aliases and should not have been driving 
the bus. Governor Cuomo orders a crackdown 
and NYS Department of Transportation takes 14 
buses off the road with 10 major and 40 minor 
violation and 54 criminal summonses are issued. 
In this case it’s not who is watching the ship but 
more like who is watching the buses!

Closer to home, we have Councilperson 
Joan Grownowski who, like in the movie “Net-
work,” “is mad as hell and not gonna take it any-
more,” and has decided not to seek re-election. I 
take it she feels that as a councilperson, Yonkers 
is in such bad shape that she can’t make a differ-
ence and make it any better.

Though I sometimes disagree with 
Grownowski, who quite often votes no on im-
portant legislation, I give her a lot of credit for 
her honesty. She has learned a lesson you learn 
when you work for City Hall and then become 
one of the elected ofýcials running the ship.

Many of the elected ofýcials running the 
ship haven’t a clue as to how the government 
operates. Tune in to a City Council budget hear-
ing and you will see what I am talking about.

You read all about it on the front page of 
the New York Times, and then Attorney General 
Cuomo said he was going to crack down on the 
pension abuse in Yonkers. What happened?

Then we have one of our candidates for 
mayor who introduces “major pension reform 
legislation.” If he really wants pension reform, 
donôt throw the baton to Albany for a ýx. Char-
ity begins at home. The way pensions get boost-
ed up so high is called ñýnal year build up,ò or 
assigning overtime to those getting ready to re-
tire in their ýnal years. This is done not in Alba-
ny but on South Broadway, in the old Saunders 
High School building a.k.a. the Cacace Justice 
Center. Let the mayoral candidate pass major 
pension reform legislation by spreading out the 
overtime so that everyone in the department gets 
a crack at it, just not those getting ready to retire. 
Or hire more police ofýcers and sergeants, lieu-
tenants and captains.

We see development going on in Yonkers at 
Ridge Hill, on the Waterfront, the Casino/Race 
Track, Cross County Shopping Center and, this 
week, we will welcome Marshall’s to Cross 
County Square Mall. Where are all the tax dol-
lars going from these developments? People ask 
me that question everyday when they hear and 
see Yonkers politicians cry for more money from 
Albany and Washington. Then we have outside 
auditors, paid for by a city agency, criticize the 
way it manages the current funds it has!

Keep your chin up, my dear fellow Yon-
kers-ites. It could be worse. But when will it get 
better? Maybe Nick the Barber is right in not 
watching the news on TV.

This, too, is the country, the state, the na-
tion and Yonkers!

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@
aol.com.

Eric W. Schoen

�is, Too, is Yonkers

Around the Town
FRIENDS Of YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARy

Shakespeare in Music at Will  
“Shakespeare in Music: Scenes from Fa-

mous Operas by Great Composers” will be 
presented by the Allegro Singers on Saturday, 
April 2 at 2 p.m. at the Yonkers Public Library, 
Grinton I. Will Library, located at 1500 Cen-
tral Park Ave. Admission is free, no tickets are 
required and seating will be in the 325-seat au-
ditorium. 

This program features scenes and arias 
from Verdi’s “Othello” and “Macbeth,” 
Gounod’s “Romeo and Juliette” and others.  

For more information and directions call 
the library at 914-337-1500. 

Passport to Adventure at Riverfront   
Yonkers Public Library’s Passport to Ad-

venture continues at the Riverfront Library. 
Passport to Adventure, a free series of ýlm pre-
sentations, is held on designated Tuesdays at 2 
p.m. in the Community Room. Visit Greece on 
Tuesday, April 12.

Riverfront Library, located at One Larkin 
Center, is handicapped accessible. Parking is 
available in the nearby Buena Vista Parking 
Garage. For more information, contact Jody 
Maier at 914-337-1500 ext. 492.

Blood Drive at Riverfront  
Donors are urgently needed for the Riv-

erfront Library’s Community Blood Drive on 
Monday, April 4 from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for 
adults and teens 16 years and older. Teens must 
have written parental permission with them at 
the time of donation.

Hudson Valley Blood Services, a division 
of the New York Blood Center, will be collect-
ing donations in the ýrst þoor Atrium. Register 
to donate at the third þoor Information Desk or 
call 914-375-7966. Donors will receive a cou-
pon for one additional hour of Internet access at 
the Riverfront Library.

Riverfront Library, located at One Larkin 
Center, is handicapped accessible. Parking is 
available in the nearby Buena Vista Parking 
Garage. For more information, contact Jody 
Maier at 914-337-1500 ext. 492.

“Silence of the Bees” Screening
at Riverfront  

On Saturday, April 9, the documentary 
ýlm ñSilence of the Beesò will be shown at 
Yonkers Riverfront Library at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Auditorium.

During the winter of 2006, a strange phe-
nomenon fell upon honeybee hives across the 
country. Without a trace, millions of bees van-
ished from their hives. “Silence of the Bees” is 
the story of the riveting investigation into the 
causes of this occurrence and the ongoing effort 
to save honeybees. The ýlm goes beyond the 
unsolved mystery to tell the story of the honey-
bee itself, its invaluable impact on our diets and 
what’s at stake if honeybees disappear.

This special screening is co-sponsored by 
the Greyston Foundation’s Enviro-Earth Club, 
the Sarah Lawrence College Ofýce of Com-
munity Partnerships, Beczak Environmental 
Education Center, Groundwork Yonkers and 

Yonkers Public Library.
Yonkers Riverfront Library is located at 

One Larkin Center in Yonkers and is handi-
capped accessible. For more information, con-
tact Susan Thaler at 914-375-7941.

Sponsored by 55 Plus {subhead cool 
font}

Feeling Fabulous After Fifty:
Secrets You Want to Know

A free monthly series to help you live a 
healthier lifestyle. This health series was in-
spired by the unique factors that affect wellness 
in adults over the age of 50. You will receive 
insight from professionals on staying healthy, 
remaining active, sleeping better and maintain-
ing a positive attitude helping you to remain 
Fabulous After 50!

Join us on the third Monday of every 
month, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Grinton I. Will 
Library, located at 1500 Central Park Ave. 
Light healthy refreshments will be served.

Yonkers on the Move  
On Saturday, April 16, Second Annual 

Community Walk. Residents of all ages invited. 
Tibbetts Brook Park, Yonkers, 1:30 to 4:00pm. 
Walks begin at 2:00pm. Take the ýrst step in 
the right direction. It’s Free! Health informa-
tion tables, surprise kick-off: watch for details, 
challenges, prizes.

Walking is an easy way to a healthier life. 
You can do it anywhere and at any time. You 
don’t need any special equipment.

Eat Well, Live Well  
The Groundwork Hudson Valley Environ-

mental Food Team is a program that brings old-
er adults together for fun seminars on the his-
tory of food, cooking lessons, demonstrations 
and ýeld trips to local sustainable farms and 
gardens. There are occasional intergenerational 
events with youth from the area. All events are 
free and open to the public.

Why Join the Environmental Food Team? 
Free weekly lectures, opportunities for getting 
involved, friendship, free tours, free interesting 
movies, fun, free T-shirts, free food tastings and 
free veggies. The team meets on Tuesdays at 
3:30 at the Groundwork Hudson Valley ofýce, 
unless otherwise noted.

The following is just a sample of the inter-
esting events that are planned:

March 29: Tour of an Arab market – meet 
at Ya Hala market, 326 South Broadway;

April 5: Andalusia: A Look at Spain’s Cu-
linary Treasure;

April 12: tour of Wave hill: visit River-
dale’s Garden Gem (call for location);

April 19: Genetically Modiýed Foods: 
Why All the Fuss;

April 26: Film “The Garden”;
May 3: Tour of Stone Barns Center for 

Food and Agriculture (call for location); and
May 7: (Saturday) Volunteer Opportu-

nity – Eat Well Yonkers! (Aboard the Science 
Barge): We will be handing out free vegetables  
and tomato plants and providing information 
on healthy eating.

Serving Our Country
Marine Corps Pfc. Ronald P. Getzoff, 

a 2010 graduate of Sacred Heart High School, 
Yonkers, recently graduated from the Marine 
Aviation Operations Specialist Course.

During the course with Marine Avia-
tion Training Support Squadron One, Marine 
Aviation Support Training Support Group 21, 

Meridian, Miss., students are taught military 
correspondence, airýeld operations, tactical 
squadron þight records and reports preparation 
and Marine aviation wing and group headquar-
ters command tasks.

Getzoff joined the Marine Corps in July 
2010.
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Yonkers’ Hyperlocal News

Westchester County Dis-
trict Attorney Janet DiFiore 
announced that Edward Mai-
er of 66 Putnam Rd. in Cor-
tlandt Manor was arraigned 
on a two count Misdemeanor 
Information, charging him 
with one count of Ofýcial 
Misconduct and one count of 
Petty Larceny, both class “A” 
Misdemeanors.

The defendant, an em-
ployee of the City of Yonkers 
Department of Public Works, 
at approximately 11:45 p.m. 
on January 17, in front of 324 
Tuckahoe Rd., Yonkers, and 
outside the normal hours of his employment, 
used a DPW-issued key to unlock the gate to the 
DPW salt dome located at that address.

After entering the gated enclosure where 

the salt dome was located, 
Maier stole salt belonging to 
the City of Yonkers by ýlling 
a privately owned salt spread-
er truck, operated by a third 
party, with in excess of one 
ton of sodium chloride road 
salt. The defendant exited 
the gated enclosure, at which 
point he and the third party 
were stopped shortly thereaf-
ter by the Yonkers Police.

The defendant did not 
have the permission or autho-
rization of the Yonkers DPW 
to engage in any of the afore-
mentioned conduct. Maier’s 

next court appearance will be on May 18. The 
defendant faces a maximum of one year in the 
County Jail for each of the counts.

Yonkers Public Schools is one of just 388 
districts nationwide to be honored by the Col-
lege Board as a member of the new Advanced 
Placement (AP) Achievement List. This list 
recognizes districts that have signiýcantly ex-
panded the pool of students who take AP classes 
while maintaining or improving the percentage 
of students earning scores of 3 or higher on AP 
Exams.

From 2008 to 2010, Yonkers Public Schools 
increased the number of students participating 
in AP from 458 to 551 and improved the per-
centage of students, from 22 to 28 percent, who 
earned AP Exam scores of 3 or higher, scores 
typically needed to earn college credit.

“Participation in college-level AP courses 
can level the playing ýeld for underserved stu-
dents, give them the conýdence needed to suc-
ceed in college and raise standards and perfor-
mance in key subjects like science and math,” 
said College Board President Gaston Caperton.

“Our AP courses compliment the district’s 
mission to make college a part of every gradu-
ate’s future,” explained Yonkers Public Schools 
Superintendent Bernard P. Pierorazio. “The dis-
trict strives to provide equity and access to all of 
our students, and this recognition demonstrates 
that our students embrace opportunities to chal-
lenge themselves academically.”

“We thank the College Board for acknowl-
edging our dedicated young scholars and devot-
ed staff who have raised the bar within Yonkers 
classrooms,” concluded Pierorazio.

The College Board is a mission-driven non-
proýt organization that connects students to col-
lege success and opportunity.

Its AP Program enables students to pursue 
college-level studies while still in high school, 
offering them the chance and earn college credit, 
advanced placement or both.

The complete AP Achievement List can be 
found at www.collegeboard.org. 

Alumnus Neil Selinger Reading  
Sarah Lawrence Writing Institute alumnus 

Neil Selinger will read selections from his mem-
oir, “A Sloan Product: A Memoir of a Lost Boy,” 
on Tuesday, March 29 from 4 to 6 p.m. at 45 Wr-
exham Rd, on the campus of Sarah Lawrence.

Former Faculty Member Jane Flanders 
Memorial  

The Writing Institute at Sarah Lawrence 
will honor the life and work of former faculty 
member Jane Flanders with a memorial and 
readings of her poetry by former students, col-
leagues and family members on Saturday, April 
9 from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Slonim House Living 
Room on the campus of Sarah Lawrence.

A long time Westchester resident, Flanders 
had strong local ties, particularly in the Pelham 
community.

Admired by poets and other literary ýgures, 
Flanders was the author of four books of poems. 
Her many awards include the Discovery/The 
Nation Award, the Juniper Prize and the Push-
cart Prize three times. Her work appeared in The 
Atlantic, Chelsea, Commonweal, The Massa-
chusetts Review, The Nation, New England Re-
view, The New Republic, the New Yorker, Poetry 
magazine and other periodicals.

The Writing Institute at Sarah Lawrence 
College offers adults the opportunity to improve 
their skills through small classes in poetry, ýc-
tion, nonýction, memoir writing and childrenôs 
literature, employing the workshop method. In-
stitute students become part of a community of 
writers. For more information, contact the Cen-
ter for Continuing Education at 914-395-2205.

The Luther Burbank Garden Club of Yon-
kers will sponsor a lecture entitled “The Unter-
myer Gardens Conservancy Project,” presented 
by Stephen Byrns.

Bryns is a former Park Hill resident and 
partner in the ýrm BKSK Architects. His lecture 
will be held on Tuesday, April 12 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Racquet Club, located at 2 Glenbrook Ave. 

in Yonkers.
The Untermyer Gardens Conservancy is a 

non-proýt organization that will facilitate the 
restoration of Samuel Untermyer’s gardens in 
Yonkers.

Admission to this lecture is free and open 
to the public. For more information, visit www.
untermyergardens.org.

Bon Appétit! The Saunders Trades and 
Technical High School’s Culinary Arts pro-
gram is taking reservations for public dinners 
prepared and served by the program’s talented 
culinary students.

Dinners are served at the Yonkers Educa-
tion and Cultural Arts Center, located at 1109 N 
Broadway in Yonkers. Seating is at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 31, Thursday, April 7 and, ten-
tatively, Thursday, May 5.

The delicious dinners are $30 per person 
and include an appetizer, soup or salad, entrée 
choice of beef, chicken, ýsh or chefôs special of 
the day, beverage and coffee after the meal. Des-
sert is à la carte.

These dinners are by reservation only and 
ýll up very fast. To make a reservation, call 
Lucille at 914-376-8150 between 8 a.m. and 2 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

The Fine Arts Orchestral Society of Yon-
kers (FAOS), which sponsors the Yonkers Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, will honor past President 
Rosemarie Doerr, Radio Personality Robert 
Sherman and Principal Violist Stephanie Merka-
do-Weiss at its annual gala dinner at The Riv-
erview in Hastings-on-Hudson.  The event will 
start at 6 p.m. Tickets are $75 each.

Sherman presides over WQXR’s “The 
Listening Room.” Since their inception, he has 
hosted the Avery Fisher Career Grant Award 
presentations at Lincoln Center and his multiple 
award-winning folk series, “Woody’s Children,” 
is now heard in New York on Public Radio’s 
WFUV.

Many of his historic broadcast tapes are in 
the permanent collections of the Sarasota Music 
Archive and the Media Collection at the Univer-
sity of Maryland. On the faculty of the Juilliard 
School, Sherman has given seminars at Ober-
lin, Yale, the Eastman School, the University of 
Arizona, the Mannes College of Music and the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Music, where he is 
also chairman of the Advisory Council.

Merkado-Weiss has been a violist with the 
Yonkers Philharmonic Orchestra since 1975. She 
serves on the FAOS Board and is the Orchestra 
Manager of the Yonkers Philharmonic. Merka-
do-Weiss has been a leader in music education 
throughout Westchester County since 1975; she 
was the Orchestra Director and String Specialist 
in the Ossining Union Free School District from 
1975 until retiring in 2006.

She also served as the President of the 
Westchester County School Music Association. 
Along with her active involvement with The 
Westchester County School Music Association 
for more than 30 years, Merkado-Weiss has also 
participated in many New York State School 
Music Association programs and events.

She currently lives in Hartsdale with her 
husband, Ron Weiss, and enjoys skiing, knitting, 
studying art and antiques, cooking, travel and 
spending time with her son, Adam Merkado-
Weiss and his girlfriend, Laurie Connors, who 
live nearby in White Plains.

Doerr married Henry Doerr in 1957 and 
moved to Yonkers, where they raised their three 
sons. She worked for a number of lawyers, a 
State Senator, Yonkers City Councilmen and, in 
2008, retired from the City of Yonkers as an Ad-
ministrative Secretary. Over the years, Doerr has 
been very active in her community serving in a 
variety of positions, too many to mention.

Doerr is a lover of music. Since she was 
eight years old, she played the piano-accordion 
and enjoyed going to concerts and musical pro-
ductions. She was a strong advocate to keep mu-
sic from being cut in the schools.

In the 1980s, Doerr was introduced to the 
concerts held by the Yonkers Philharmonic Or-
chestra. It was then that FAOS founder Dr. Kay 
Pistone-Carucci, invited her to join the Board. 
In 1999, she was elected President of FAOS 
and has served for 11 years in that capacity. She 
feels strongly about wanting to see the beautiful 
concerts continue and now wishes the present 
leaders, Marcia Klein and Annette Volino, much 
success in continuing to “Keep the Music Play-
ing.”

Doerr and her husband are very dedicated 
to their family and take pride in their children, 
Herb and wife Mary of Pleasantville, Don and 
wife Maria of Syracuse and Bob and wife An-
nette of Suffern and their beautiful grandchil-
dren, Kristen, Christopher, Beth, Kristina, Jim 
and Colin.

For more information or reservations for 
the dinner, call 914-776-6767 or 914-395-1777.

Yonkers DPW Worker Charged
in �e� of Road Salt

Yonkers Public Schools Named
to AP Achievement List

Sarah Lawrence College
Writing Institute Programs

Lecture at �e Luther
Burbank Garden Club

Saunders Chefs Ready
to Treat Your Palate

�e Fine Arts Orchestral
Society of Yonkers Gala Dinner

Edward MaierStephanie Merkado-Weiss Robert Sherman Rosemarie Doerr

Yonkers Historical Society

Sherwood House Open for Tours

The Yonkers Historical Society Invites you 
to attend our 2011 Annual Meeting and Archival 
Display, featuring “A City in Motion: Images of 
Transportation in Yonkers,” on Saturday, April 2 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Archival Display will be followed by 
a Meeting and Program at 1 p.m, in the Flynn 
Room of the Grinton Will Library, located at 
1500 Central Park Ave.

Historic Sherwood House, listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, will be open 
for tours on Sundays from May 1 to June 26 
from 2 to 4 p.m. or by appointment.

Historic Sherwood House is owned and 
maintained by the Yonkers Society. It is located 
at 340 Tuckahoe Rs. in Yonkers and is one of 
the few remaining pre-Revolutionary War tenant 
farmhouses in the New York Metropolitan area.

It was built in about 1740 by Thomas Sher-
wood on land leased from Frederick Philipse and 
was purchased in 1801 by Doctor John Ingersoll, 
who opened Yonkersô ýrst doctorôs ofýce.

All Sherwood House events are free and 
open to the public. For more information or to 
schedule a tour, call the Yonkers Historical So-
ciety at 914-961-8940.

an intimate collection of stories 
by 

Nora Ephron Delia Ephronand

based on the book by Ilene Beckerman
directed by Karen Carpenter

SPECIAL 2 for $99* TICKET OFFER (reg $158) 
Use Code: LLTHY67

BroadwayOffers.com or (212) 947-8844 Å Groups (646) 747-7400
LoveLossOnStage.com Å WESTSIDE THEATRE 407 West 43rd Street
*Offer Expires March 20, 2011. Blackout dates may apply. Regular service charges apply to all phone and on-line orders. Cast and Schedule 
subject to change. Subject to availability. Offer is non-transferable and may be revoked at any time. No exchanges or refunds. All sales ýnal. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid for prior purchases. Limit 8 tickets per order.

Daryl Roth 
presents

Cast Includes:

BARBARA RHOADES
�THE GOODBYE GIRL�

ANNIE STARKE
�PARADISE ROAD�

ORFEH
�LEGALLY BLONDE�

DAPHNE RUBIN-VEGA
�RENT�

SABRINA LA BEAUF
��THE COSBY SHOW��




