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Monroe Colleges Mens & Ladies
Teams Reach Final Four

Monroe Madness! Fans of the Mustangs at the NCJAA Final Four in Hutchinson, Kansas

Photos by Gary Axelbank

Sophomore guard Shanee Williams

While all of us sports fans watch March
Madness over the next two weeks, Westchester’s
Monroe College basketball teams made an in-
credible run through the Division 11 National
Junior College Championships.

The Monroe Lady Mustangs won the D2
National Championship, held in Peoria, Illinois,
with a 78-74 win over top-seed Pima Commu-
nity College. Monroe was the number 11 seed in

Sophomore forward Jeff Early

the 16-team tournament yeld.

This is the team’s FIRST NJCAA women’s
basketball national title. Sophomore April Wil-
liams was named the Tournament MVP and to
the All-Tournament Team. Monroe head coach
Seth Goodman earned the Coach of the Tourna-
ment award.

The Monroe College Mustangs Men’s Bas-

Continued on Page 7

Mt. Vernon High School
All-Americans Honored

o0 by Greg Baldwin

Many attended the 2011 McDonald’s All-American celebration, including
Mt. Vernon High Coach Bob Cimmino, Mt. Vernon High Principal Ronald Gonzalez,
Mayor Clinton Young, McDonald’s owner Pete Samaha,
and the honorees, Jabarie Hinds and Khalid Samuels (2nd and 3rd from right)

As the Mt. Vernon High School Boys
Basketball Team makes another run at a State
Championship, Mount Vernon Mayor Clinton
. Young, Jr., Schools Superintendent Dr. Carl
Bruner and McDonald’s Owner Peter Samaha
nonored two 2011 McDonald’s All American
nominees from Mt. Vernon HS last week; Jaba-
rie Hinds and Khalid Samuels.

Coach Bob Cimmino was also honored for
heing chosen as the 2011 McDonald’s All Amer-
ican head coach to lead the Boys East team at the
All American Games to be held on March 30.

Hinds and Samuels are two of just 72 male
nlayers from the New York Metro area to be

nominated for the honor. The event was held at
the McDonald’s on South Fulton Avenue in Mt.
\Vernon.

“McDonald’s New York Tri-State area res-
taurants have always been a tremendous support-
er of the All American Games,” said Samaha.
“Along with the Mt. Vernon community, | am
proud to honor our two local 2011 All American
nominees, Jabarie Hinds and Khalid Samuels, as
well as Coach Bob Cimmino.”

The 34th annual Boys Game will tip off at
9 p.m. central time on Wednesday, March 30, at
the United Center in Chicago, Illinois, and will
air live on ESPN.

Why White Plains Needs
Tom Roach as Mayor

By Dan Murphy

The City of White Plains plays
an important role in our county. As
Westchester’s Capital City, residents
from across the county visit and do
business in White Plains frequently.
For the past several months, the city,
and as a result the county, has been un-
der a black cloud of waiting for former
Mayor Adam Bradley to resign.

Bradleyts departure ynally came
earlier this year, and Common Council
President Tom Roach was appointed
interim Mayor. A special election will
be held on March 31 to yll the remain-
ing two years of Bradley’s term.

In addition to Roach, who is run-
ning on the Democratic, Independence
and Working Families party lines,
White Plains Republicans have nomi-
nated Bob Hyland, former NFL play-
er and owner of Sports Page Pub in
White Plains. Independent candidate
and former Democratic Councilman
Glen Hockley rounds out the yeld.

Many in White Plains who are
looking to move on from the Bradley

Continued on Page 7

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach

Westchester and North Castle
Say Shame on You

By Dan Murphy

Rising’s latest installment of Shame on You
Westchester brings us to the Town of North Cas-
tle.

A few weeks ago, we reported on a yst yght
that occurred at a CYO Basketball game between
two fathers at the St. Patrick’s Church gym in
Armonk. After interviewing several witnesses to
this violent act, which took place before dozens
of children, here’s the whole story.

What was initially reported as a yst yght
between the two dads turns out to be more of a
sucker punch thrown by one dad, Henry Milano,
55, of Armonk. Milano stormed into the gym
and punched Frank Vesuvio in the face. Vesu-
vio dropped to the poor and the altercation was
broken up, with North Castle police responding.
Witnesses conyrm this chain of events and placed
the blame for the yght solely in Milanods hands.

Milano was charged with 3rd degree assault
and was arraigned that same evening by Town
Justice Elyse Lazansky. Judge Lazansky also is-
sued an order of protection for Vesuvio against
Milano. Milano’s next court date is April 15. The
Westchester District Attorneyés ofyce said that in
cases like Milano’s, where the defendant has no
prior criminal record, jail time is not sought.

We received three phone calls from North
Castle residents concerning this incident, which
resulted in our investigation and story. Two resi-
dents were “shocked and disgusted by what hap-
pened.” A third caller expressed concerns that
North Castle Supervisor Bill Weaver had improp-
erly attempted to intervene on Milano’s behalf.

We contacted Weaver who told us the fol-

lowing: I was contacted by the mother-in-law of
Mr. Milano, who I am friends with, who wanted
to ynd out what he was being charged with on
the date of the incident. I went to the police and
found out he was arrested and | told them that
the Judge will do what they deem appropriate.
As Judge Lazansky entered Town Hall, | left. |
wasn’t in the courtroom and didn’t interfere.”

After speaking with Weaver, and knowing
the high ethical standards Judge Lazansky main-
tains in her courtroom, we believe that Weaver
did not attempt to interfere in the case.The sim-
ple fact that Weaver inquired about Milano’s ar-
rest does not constitute any wrongdoing, in our
view.

What is shameful is what happened in the
gym that day. It is clear that both the Milano and
Vesuvio families have a serious problem of being
neighbors at war, and it escalated into Milano’s
punching Vesuvio. Not to mention that the vio-
lence occurred at a house of worship.

But just because you hate your neighbor
doesn’t justify assaulting them. What are the
dozens of children who witnessed this going take
from Milano’s actions? Will they be afraid to go
to a basketball game, or go back to the gym, or
the church for any event?

Shame on you Henry Milano, for showing
your uncontrolled violence in front of young
children and the people of your parish. Perhaps
you should be required to undergo some anger
management so that another act like this never
happens again.

Send your Shame on You Westchester story
ideas to us at dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com.

Some Westchester School Districts

Submit Budget s Within

By Dan Murphy

Although a property tax cap on local gov-
ernments and school districts has yet to be
passed in Albany, Westchester school districts
have taken pre-emptive steps to face the reality
that, in the near future, they will have to live
within a yearly increase of two to four percent.

Rising has reviewed several local school
district budget proposals and have found all
with a common theme: do more with less.

In the Byram Hills School District, Su-
perintendent Dr. Jacquelyn Taylor has proposed
a $78.65 million budget which raises spending
by less than one percent. Enrollment is down
about three percent in the elementary schools in
the district (another common theme).

Just more than $2.2 million in cuts to staff
and non-essential programs were the reason
for the low .8 percent budget increase, despite
$1.87 million in mandated cost increases for the
New York State pension system, health insur-
ance costs and the MTA payroll tax.

State aid was cut by four percent for the
2011-2012 school year, but all educational pro-
grams and services are expected to remain in-
tact.

In Mamaroneck, Superintendent Robert
Shaps has proposed a $124.6 million budget
with a property tax increase of 1.98 percent. Ten
positions will be cut. The district is completing
this school year with 52 fewer positions.

Personnel costs will decrease by about one
percent in Shaps’ budget plan. Salaries, health

e Tax Cap

insurance and pension costs account for 80
percent of Mamaroneck’s, and most district’s,
budgets.

In Eastchester, Superintendent Marilyn
Terranova has presented the School Board with
several options, with spending plans ranging
from $71.6 to $72.9 million, which would mean
a maximum of a yve and a half percent budget
increase. Eastchester will take a $515,000 cut
in state education aid under Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s state budget plan.

Cutting 13 staff and reducing extracurricu-
lar activities would reduce the budget increase
to 3.7 percent, if the $71.6 million budget plan
was approved.

The Tuckahoe School District, under Su-
perintendent Michael Yarzulo, has proposed
a $29.5 million spending plan for next school
year, a yve percent budget increase. A $227,000
reduction in State aid, a 40 percent increase in
premiums to the State retirement system and a
seven percent enrollment increase are the major
budget factors here.

The School Board has asked Yarzulo to
come up with a budget with only a three percent
tax increase. To accomplish this, Yarzulo will
have to ask staff for contractual concessions to
avoid additional layoffs.

In Scarsdale, Superintendent Michael
McGill’s $138.6 million budget plan has a 2.8
percent budget increase, which would result in
a 4.6 percent tax increase. The School Board

Continued on Page 7
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Mllltary Veterans: Helpmg the Hidden Heroes In Our Communlty
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L to r: VA Hudson Valley Health Care System Director Gerald F. Culliton, Westchester County
Veterans Service Agency Directory Vito J. Pinto, VFW Post 1156 Commander Burt Corwin
and attorney and U.S. Army Reserve Colonel (Ret.) David F. Everett

By Heidi Sickles

We often speak of the debt of gratitude
America owes its military veterans. However,
veterans issues are generally not in the forefront
of community consciousness here in Larchmont/
Mamaroneck, in large part because we have a
relatively small number of recent veterans com-
pared to communities in other parts of the coun-
try.

Speakers on a distinguished and diverse
panel highlighted several ways the Larchmont/
Mamaroneck community can support its “hidden
heroes” at a recent meeting of the Local Sum-
mit.

Connection to Services

Panelists spoke about the importance of
helping veterans connect to the services that will
help them re-enter civilian life. Gerald F. Cul-
liton, director of the VA Hudson Valley Health
Care System, pointed out that new vets usually
just want to get back to work and return to their
old lives, and will often not seek out needed ser-
vices.

Friends and family members play a vital
role in convincing veterans to seek services.
Culliton went on to speak about how the VA has
transformed itself in the last 10 or 12 years into a
“tremendous health care system” for both physi-
cal and mental health issues. He cautioned that
federal funding for our VA hospitals is based on
the number of veterans using these services. De-
clining usage means budget cuts.

Vito J. Pinto, director of the Westchester
County Veterans Service Agency, described how
his ofyce acts as a conduit to help Westchester
County veterans identify and access services. He
asked the audience to help get the word out about
the upcoming Veterans Town Hall Meeting being
hosted by the County on Tuesday, March 29.

Besides providing resource information and
referrals, the Veterans Service Agency also spear-
heads initiatives to recognize and assist veterans
in the county. One of these is the Find and Assist
Veterans of Record (FAVOR) Program, which
signs merchants up to provide discounts of their
choosing to honorably discharged veterans. FA-
VOR cards are now available to qualifying vets,
but the agency is seeking greater participation
among area merchants.

Jobs
Two of the panellists, Culliton and Burt

Corwin, Commander of VFW Post 1156 in Ma-
maroneck, spoke about the importance of jobs
and job training for returning veterans.

Culliton said the community has to be ready
to employ these young men and women or they
will move out of this area, and this would be a
terrible loss. He challenged community mem-
bers to “look purposefully to hire veterans.”

Pinto added that the Veterans Service Agen-
cy can also help veterans receive the educational
beneyts guaranteed by the GI Bill.

Gratitude

David F. Everett, a local Attorney and U.S.
Army Reserve Colonel (Ret.), spoke about a jar-
ring sense of unreality when he returned home
from Iraq to headlines about the investigation
into the death of Anna Nicole Smith. Ever-
ett pointed out that although we have men and
women risking their lives in military service on
a daily basis, popular culture remains generally
focused on very trivial matters.

Both Everett and Corwin were impassioned
in their appeal that when you see a veteran, thank
him or her for their service, stressing the power-
ful impact of this simple act of gratitude.

Everett spoke of a meaningful moment
when the Vietnam Veterans of America group
came and greeted his returning unit. The Viet-
nam vets told him that because of the lack of
thanks they received, they had vowed to never
allow the same thing to happen to another vet-
eran. He closed by reminding the audience to
remember both the dead and the living in their
thoughts and prayers.

The meeting was sponsored by the Larch-
mont Mamaroneck Local Summit, a non-parti-
san citizen’s group, as part of its monthly dis-
cussion series. All are invited to meetings of the
Local Summit, which are intended to inform and
encourage an exchange of ideas and possible so-
lutions.

To contact the Westchester County Veter-
ans Service Agency, call 914-995-2145, go to
veterans.westchestergov.com, or ynd them on
Facebook under “Westchester County Veterans
Service Agency.” The VA Hudson Valley Health
Care System can be reached at 877-838-7691,
or found at www.hudsonvalley.va.gov. For more
information on the Local Summit, contact Co-
President’s Mary Lee Berridge at 914-834-0192
or Elaine Chapnick at 914-834-3049.

Health Hoofers Learn About
Feet at Mall Walk Program
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Fitness walkers can get helpful tips on how
to keep their feet happy and healthy during a
program on Friday, April 1 at The Westchester
in White Plains.

Beginning at 9 a.m., Dr. Michelle Castiello
from Westchester Podiatry in Eastchester will
discuss general foot care, the importance of ex-
ercise and will offer tips on how to keep your
feet healthy.

Castiello, a graduate of Columbia Universi-
ty and the New York College of Podiatric Medi-
cine, specializes in surgical and non-surgical
treatment of foot and ankle conditions.

The program will be conducted at the Food
Court on Level 4. Admission and parking are
free for Be Fit members.

Sponsored by Westchester County Parks,
the program offers year-round indoor health
walking at Westchester’s premier mall on Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. To
join the mall walk program, sign up at the horse
fountain plaza between Crate & Barrel and Res-
toration Hardware, on retail level two of the
mall, on Tuesday and Friday mornings during
the program.

For more information, call 914-864-7077
or visit www.westchestergove.com/parks.

Send your letters
and opinions to us

at dmurphy@rising

mediagroup.com
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Greenburgh Town Clerk Leads
Japan Earthquake Bene t

Greenburgh will help Japanese victims of the earthquake, shown above living
in makeshift camps

Town Clerk Judith Beville will organize a
beneyt performance for the victims of the earth-
quake in Japan. The event will be held at the
lobby of Greenburgh Town Hall on Wednesday
April 27 from 12 to 7 p.m.

We are looking for musicians and bands to
perform during the day.

Visitors to Town Hall will have the oppor-
tunity to make voluntary donations to a non-
proyt organization.The non-proyt organization
that we will donate the funds to will be chosen
in the near future.

We are also looking for volunteers to help
organize this event.

After the earthquake in Haiti, Beville orga-

nized a similar gathering for the victims of the
Haiti relief effort. Close to $3,000 was raised in
one afternoon for AFYA, an organization that
provides medical relief to Haitian victims.

A subsequent fundraising effort was held at
the East Hartsdale Avenue farmer’s market last
year. That initiative also raised substantial funds
for the victims of the earthquake.

If you would like to volunteer for this cause
or perform, e-mail Beville at jbeville@green
burghny.com or call her at 914-993-1504.

If you have family or friends in Japan who
have been impacted by the tragedy, it would be
meaningful if our community could also help
those with a Greenburgh connection.
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