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By Dan Murphy
Westchester residents and union groups 

representing county employees came out in the 
hundreds for two recent hearings on County Ex-
ecutive Rob Astorino’s proposed 2012 budget, 
which closes a deýcit of more than $100 mil-
lion without raising county property taxes, but 
which includes signiýcant cuts to county ser-
vices. The hearings were held in New Rochelle 
and Somers, with a ýnal budget hearing set for 
this week in White Plains.

“More than 700 people traveled to New 
Rochelle on a rainy and windy night to express 
their concerns about the spending decisions be-
ing made by the County Executive, and their 
input is essential in this process,” said County 
Board Chairman Ken Jenkins. “We know that 
more and more people understand that the 
Board of Legislators listens to their concerns as 
we make decisions regarding the 2012 county 
budget.”

Democrats on the county board criticized 
board Republicans, and Astorino, for their ac-
tions before and during the hearings.

ñI ýnd it ironic and hypocritical for our 
Republican colleagues to criticize our efforts to 
foster open and transparent public budget meet-
ings while they were willing participants in 
the County Executive’s closed door, secretive 
budget previews for Republicans and his sup-
porters at the Westchester County Association 

and Business Council of Westchester before re-
leasing the budget to the press or to Democratic 
legislators on November 15,” said Board Vice 
Chair Lyndon Williams. “Mr. Astorino sought 
no public input or comment. The Board of Leg-
islators, though, deliberates and votes in pub-
lic.”

Look for Democrats on the county board to 
use their supermajority, (which ends next year) 
to restore many of the cuts from Astorino’s bud-
get while keeping the tax increase, or tax levy, 
at zero percent.

Astorino held a live tele-town hall which 
drew more than 23,500 participants who re-
sponded to three questions about the budget:

Å	 Do you think the countyôs unions 
should contribute toward their healthcare, just 
like their state counterparts? 87 percent said 
yes, 9 percent said no and the remainder were 
unsure;

Å	 Do you think itôs important that the 
county protect its triple A credit rating by not 
using money from the reserves to balance the 
budget? 64 percent said yes, 25 percent said no, 
the remainder were unsure; and

Å	 What is the most important issue to 
you and your family concerning the budget? 78 
percent said no increase in property taxes, 12 
percent said safety net programs for the needy 

The Westchester Ballet Company (WBC) 
will present its annual production of “The Nut-
cracker” on Saturday, December 17 at 12:30 and 
4:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 18 at 2 p.m. at 
the Westchester County Center in White Plains.

For the past 15 years, WBC has been thrill-
ing County Center audiences with its magical 
production of this holiday classic that has become 
a tradition for families. The production features 
professionally trained student dancers from com-
munities throughout Westchester and neighbor-
ing areas, along with professional guest soloists.

Under the direction of Beth Fritz-Logrea 
and Jean Logrea, the show includes spectacular 
scenery and beautiful costumes, classic choreog-
raphy and special stage effects that rival the best 
productions in the New York metropolitan area. 
And, best of all, this family event is available 
close to home, at a very affordable price.

Advance ticket prices are $20 for adults and 
$14 for children (age 2 to 10) and seniors (age 
60 and up). All tickets are $25 on the day of the 
performance. Discounted tickets are available for 
groups of 20 or more.

The Westchester County Center is located 

at 198 Central Ave. in White Plains. For more 
information or tickets, contact Ticketmaster at 
800-745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.com or the 
County Center at 914-995-4050 or www.coun 
tycenter.biz.

Westchester County will continue to host 
“The Nutcracker” at the County Center next 
month, but with a new innovative ýnancial re-
lationship and public-private partnership that 
the Astorino Administration negotiated with 
the Westchester Ballet Company (WBC) that 
ensures the show will go on but without costs 
being incurred by county taxpayers.

Under the new arrangement, Westchester 
County will no longer pay the ballet for pro-
duction costs. WBC will assume the ýnancial 
risk of presenting the 2011 production of “The 
Nutcracker” at slightly increased ticket pricing, 
which is still at levels that are signiýcantly less 
than other local productions. To make the pro-
duction possible, WBC’s professionals, includ-
ing its artistic directors, have agreed to make a 
material portion of their compensation contin-
gent upon the economic success of the produc-
tion.

Supervisor Anthony S. Colavita conducted 
his 15th annual Turkey Rafþe this week at the 
local senior citizen centers.

Each year, Colavita attends the Thanksgiv-
ing luncheons and rafþes off turkeys for our 
seniors. Twenty-ýve Stop & Shop Gift Cards 

were cleverly rafþed in lieu of the actual tur-
keys, which are hard to transport home for 
many seniors.

It was a fun way to start off the upcoming 
holiday season.

Santa Claus sightings have been made 
throughout Westchester.

Santa and his many helpers are hard at 
work preparing for Christmas, which arrives in 
less than three weeks. Here in Yonkers, Santa 
opened his workshop as the city lit its Holiday 
Tree downtownôs Ghetty Square.

Look for more Holiday stories as we travel 
throughout the county, celebrating your lo-
cal holiday events and, just as importantly, the 
many community organizations, worthy of ev-
eryone’s support, who help those who need it 
most here at home in Westchester.

Happy Holidays!

Big Turnouts at Hearings
on County Budget

WBC�s ��e Nutcracker�
at the County Center

Colavita Ra�es Turkeys for Seniors

�Tis the Season in Westchester 

Coffee from Arabia, perfectly pairedEastchester Supervisor Anthony S. Colavita
with seniors who won in his 15th Annual Turkey Rafþe

Colavita wishing Eastchester seniors a Happy Holiday

Santa’s Workshop is now open in Ghetty Sqaure

Continued on Page 6
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VISIT SANTA AT
CROSS COUNTY 
SHOPPING CENTER

NOW THROUGH 
DECEMBER 24, NEAR GAP

Receive a
FREE GIFT
when you 
visit Santa!

SANTA HOURS:
Monday – Saturday .... 11AM-8PM
Sundays ................... 12PM-6PM
Christmas Eve ............9AM – 6PM

Break Times Vary.

Located at the Crossroads of the 
NY State Thruway and Cross County 

Parkway in Yonkers.

914.968.9570 | crosscountycenter.com
Facebook.com/CrossCountyShoppingCenter

Twitter.com/ShopCrossCounty

MACC9011-16 - Cross County Shopping Center - Yonkers Progress.indd   1 11/9/11   2:59 PM

Westchester Heart & Vascular 
offers our patients the range 
of expertise that comes from 
being the region’s largest multi-
specialty cardiovascular practice. 
With experience ranging from 
interventional procedures and 
electrophysiology to heart 
failure and heart transplant, our 
cardiologists deliver advanced 
cardiac care to patients throughout 
the Hudson Valley.

Westchester Heart & Vascular.  
At the heart of care, and  
where you are.

westchesterheartandvascular.com 

914-909-6900

cardiologist 

where there are
the most 
cardiologists.HEART  &  VASCULAR

At the regular meeting of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators on Tuesday, No-
vember 29, Minority Leader Jim Maisano and 
his colleagues took a break from budget negoti-
ations to honor a truly extraordinary young man 
from Maisano’s district.

Jake Gallin is nine years old, a student at 
Ward Elementary School in New Rochelle and 
has addressed the Board of Legislators about ef-
forts to support of our troops and their families. 
After his speech, it was made ñJake Gallin Dayò 
in Westchester County.

Gallin founded a program called ñStars for 
Carsò in support of Americaôs ñBlue and Gold 
Star Families.” The program raises money for 
the USO by selling blue and gold star decals to 
be placed on cars. The cost of the decal is $10 
and can be purchased at www.starsforcars.org.

Gallin was inspired to support the families 
of American military service members while 
watching the Oprah show, where Michelle 
Obama discussed the need to recognize our na-
tionôs ñBlue and Gold Star Families.ò Gallin 
was impressed by a statistic from the show that 
one percent of Americans are ý ghting to protect 
the other 99 percent.

The designation of ñGold Starò is given to 
families who had a family member killed in the 
service of our country. A “Blue Star” designa-
tion is an honor for families currently with a son 
or daughter in combat areas. 

Also on this Oprah episode was Teresa Ar-
ciola from Greenburgh. Arciola is a Gold Star 
Mother whose son, Michael, lost his life in Iraq 
in 2005. Arciola was in the chambers when Gal-
lin made his speech to the legislators and she 
received a standing ovation. Gallinôs teacher, 
Elizabeth Tatarka, was honored by the board 
for her support and participation in helping him 
work on his projects to help the families of our 
troops. Gallin was also joined by his parents, 
Ally and Tom.

“I am very pleased to recognize Jake’s tre-
mendous efforts on behalf of military families,” 
said Maisano, who served in the Marine Corps. 
“For Jake to take on this challenge at 9 years 
old really is an awesome example not just to his 
peers but to all of us, who enjoy our freedoms 
thanks to our brave military men and women. 
Jake is a wonderful credit to the young people 
of Westchester.”

Maisano Honors 7-Year-Old 
Military Family Advocate

Jake Gallin (center) in the County Board of Legislators chambers with
Gold Star Mother Teresa Arciola and County Board Minority Leader Jim Maisano

High School teams from throughout Westchester, including Fox Lane High School (above) 
and Thornton Donovan School (below) will be competing in News 12’s “The Challenge”

“The Challenge” is back and celebrating its 
15th anniversary of showcasing the best and bright-
est high school students from the tri-state area. The 
new season of MSG Varsityôs award winning quiz 
show featured a ý rst round match-up between Fox 
Lane High School and Yonkers International Bac-
calaureate High School, with Fox Lane winning 
and moving on to the next round. 

The Thornton Donovan School in New Ro-
chelle also competed against Highland High School 
and is airing this week. Members of the Donovan 
team (pictured above, l to r: Advisor Eric Grifý n, 
Kikelomo Ogunfowora, Captain Sam Gaylin, Host 

Jared Cotter, Lindsey Holroyd, Peter Ryzyk and 
Alternate Laurence Putterman).

ñWeôre proud to celebrate academics on MSG 
Varsity through ‘The Challenge’ and to provide 
these extremely bright students a platform to show-
case their talents with their communities,” said 
MSG Varsity General Manager Theresa Chillianis. 
ñGood luck to all of this yearôs teams.ò 

Back for his third season as host of “The 
Challengeò is Jared Cotter, host of ñMSG Varsityôs 
Talent Showò and a popular semi-ý nalist from 
American Idol. Cotter serves as moderator, testing 

Fox Lane Wins 1st Round of 
�� e Challenge�

Continued on Page 8
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On the Road to Repair: 
� e I-287 Project

From the Desk of the DA: 
Skimming

* Actual savings may vary based upon efficiency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

Join the thousands of homeowners 
who have saved up to $700 on 
their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR®

PROGRAM IS ONE OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN 
MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.
Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive 
home assessment, also referred to as an energy audit, and 
low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may be eligible for 
cash-back incentives.  All our Home Performance contractors are 
accredited by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, 
go to nyserda.ny.gov/
residential or call 
1-877-NY-SMART.

RE
S-

HP
-a

dv
1-

fe
b1

1

By State Assemblyman 
George Latimer

Nearly 15 years 
later and with a price tag 
of $743 million ð a rate 
of $86 million per mile 
ð Westchester residents 
will soon see a complet-
ed Interstate 287. The 
road is a lifeline for our 
residents.

The project has long 
been burdened by inade-
quate planning, unquali-
ý ed design teams, lack 
of oversight and a “rigid 
regional” funding sys-
tem that made ý nanc-
ing even more difý cult 
when compounded with 
the current economic 
climate. This project 
was approved during a different economy and 
there was wiggle room in the state budget. 
Now, we unfortunately don’t have the same 
luxuries and that has cost the taxpayers great-
ly while 287 has been under construction.

Governor Andrew Cuomo recently im-
plemented a new series of drastic reforms 
that will bring the cost of the I-287 project 
under control and move up the often changed 
end date. The governor’s changes will sig-
niý cantly alter the way the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) does business, making 
it more efý cient on projects throughout New 
York. Once again, he has shown strong lead-
ership in advancing necessary change in the 
way state government functions.

The DOT used to operate with the goal 
of ý nishing only half of the stateôs projects 
on time, as well as allowing cost overruns to 

balloon by 11 percent. 
Moving forward, 90 
percent of projects will 
be ý nished on schedule 
and overruns limited to 
ý ve percent. In order to 
make logistical opera-
tions smoother, the gov-
ernor has directed the 
DOT to create a 2-week 
window to approve 
project alterations; pre-
viously a process that 
took up to a year and has 
been a source of signiý -
cant delay on the I-287 
construction.

These reforms 
came as a result of the 
investigation by Peter 
Lehrer at the request of 
the governorôs ofý ce 

and will directly address the signiý cant issues 
that have slowed down the I-287 project and 
many others across the state. Lehrer is a re-
nowned construction industry expert and also 
a Mamaroneck resident who most likely has 
been frustrated by the I-287 project himself. 
In the spring, I drafted a letter signed by all 
seven Assembly members from Westchester 
ð Republicans and Democrats ð urging the 
governor’s efforts for review and reform of 
this process. We’re happy to see the product 
of that request provide a thoughtful reform of 
the way the state handles these massive road 
projects.

Before these reforms, no one entity had 
the full responsibility and the ball would 
fall in the middle of the outý eld. Now weôre 
catching the ball with both hands.

As Westchester Coun-
ty’s chief law enforcement 
ofý cer, I want to share with 
you my concern about an 
emerging trend here in 
our county and across the 
country known as “skim-
ming.”

This form of electron-
ic theft involves the plant-
ing of illegal card reading 
devices and hidden camer-
as in and around ATMs to 
capture account informa-
tion and PINs from unsus-
pecting customers. Bank 
personnel and members of 
law enforcement are care-
fully monitoring this crime 
trend to identify and arrest 
offenders and protect indi-
vidualsô ý nances. Particularly in this busy holiday 
shopping season, it is also important to raise pub-
lic awareness of this issue.

Skimming is one of the new techniques crim-
inals have developed to cash in on or steal your 
personal ý nancial information. A specialized law 
enforcement task force, including members of my 
ofý ce, the Westchester County Police and nearly a 
dozen local police departments across our county, 
is working alongside the U.S. Secret Service to 
investigate instances where skimming has oc-
curred. In the last 14 months, eight individuals in 
Westchester have been arrested on charges related 
to illegal skimming with devices discovered at 
banks in Yorktown Heights, Yonkers, Bronxville, 
Greenburgh, Tarrytown and Rye Brook. 

The skimming method used by thieves at 
ATMs involves placing a skimmer, an illegal 
card-reading device that looks like the authentic 
reader, on top of an actual card-reading slot at an 
ATM. In addition, thieves may place a concealed, 
pinhole-sized camera nearby, in order to record 
the cardholder’s PIN. In stores and restaurants, 
skimming devices have also been used by dis-
honest employees to capture credit card account 
information when they swipe customers’ credit 
cards to pay for a bill.

When skimming devices are used, custom-

ers usually go about their 
business, unaware that 
they have provided in-
formation to thieves. The 
thieves retrieve the record-
ed information and create 
counterfeit cards. Using 
the stolen account and PIN 
information, the thieves 
can “cash out” an account 
or fraudulently charge pur-
chases to the credit card.

Some experts believe 
that skimming is costing 
banks across the country 
millions of dollars in loss-
es. For victims, knowing 
that thieves have gained 
access to their personal 
ý nancial information is 
very unsettling. Skimming 

devices may be difý cult to detect, but I urge you 
to keep these important safety measures in mind 
when you are using your credit, debit or ATM 
card:

Å Check for any sign of tampering with 
the slot where you insert your card;

Å Look at the area above and around the 
ATM for any sign of a concealed camera;

Å As you punch in your PIN, use your 
hand to cover the keypad so that a hidden camera 
is unable to capture it;

Å Never share your PIN or allow someone 
to punch in your PIN for you;

Å Check your bank and credit card state-
ments frequently and report any suspicious charg-
es or activity to your ý nancial institution immedi-
ately;

Å Feel free to ask personnel at the bank 
branch, stores and restaurants that you patronize 
what steps they are taking to protect their custom-
ers against skimming.

I hope you ý nd this advice helpful in safe-
guarding your ý nancial information and accounts. 
I wish you and your family a safe and healthy hol-
iday season and a happy new year.

For more information on the work of the Dis-
trict Attorneyôs Ofý ce, visit www.westchesterda.
net.

Re: Rye BOE Bond
Dear Editor;
Will the Rye silent majority rise on Decem-

ber 13 and say “no” in order to protect educa-
tion quality and taxpayers with a sounder bond 
next year? Where are the 87 percent who did not 
vote last May?

Why the costly “ugliness” of a new Sci-
ence Taj Mahal plus 12 added class rooms? 
There is a much less intrusive way to modern-
ize science rooms, lowering cost, visibility and 
soil risks. The Facilities Committee report of 
June 2010 is a good start, with its cluster of new 
science labs on top of enlarged locker and ý t-
ness rooms. Or even a two-level glass building 
on the High School’s empty inner space? Both 
alternatives add six to eight new class rooms for 
only $500,000.

We have another year to reý ne these al-
ternatives and recalibrate wide ranging enroll-
ment projections with the September 2012 en-
rollment. The 11 recent projections available 
on www.ryeschools.org can be trimmed to 
ý ve, eliminating high cases, Seversky Jun2011 

(same as Bishop Nov2010), and the District’s 
25Oct2011 which only smoothes up Bishop 
Oct2011 average case. Adding BOCES Feb 
2010, all ý ve original forecasts show a reduced 
or þ at enrollment in 2012 and 2013, giving us 
that extra year.

A year delay would have no material con-
sequences for students, yet will help ý nd a 
more sustainable approach to modern science 
rooms plus six to eight new regular class rooms 
through:

new Oct. 2012 projections (Bishop, BOC-
ES), recalibrated with Sept. 2012 enrollment;

optimizing new science labs plus 6-8 new 
class rooms, and state aid;

more time for a thorough competitive bid-
ding process to optimize costs; and

more time to optimize savings on operating 
costs and the $15+million ñFund Reservesò. 

This is the time for all Rye voters to come 
to the polls December 13; vote “no” on a Bond 
Issue which is rushed and extravagant.
Bertrand de Frondeville
bbdf@defrondeville.com

Assemblyman George Latimer
Westchester District Attorney

Janet DiFiore

Holiday Organ Concert at 
St. Paul�s Church

Acclaimed organist Kathryn Jones will 
perform a holiday concert on the Erben organ 
dating from 1830 at St. Paul’s Church on Sun-
day, December 18 at 2 p.m.

The recital, on one of the nation’s oldest 
working pipe organs, features classical selec-
tions as well as traditional carols and Holiday 
favorites, accompanied by soprano.

Parking and admission are free, and light 
refreshments will be served.

St. Paul’s Church National Historic Site 
is located at 897 South Columbus Ave. in Mt. 
Vernon. For more information on this and other 
events, call 914-667-4116 or visit www.nps.
gov/sapa.
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In Your Backyard

Larchmont-Mamaroneck Community TV 
(LMC-TV) announced a 26-game broadcast 
schedule of regular season action during the 
winter high school sports season at Mamaron-
eck High School and Rye Neck High School.

The schedule is highlighted by seven Ma-
maroneck hockey games, including the annual 
meetings against defending state semiýnalists 
Pelham and Suffern. The schedule also features 

ýve games with the rapidly improving Mama-
roneck boys basketball team, including a tour-
nament matchup with local rival Rye Neck and 
league games against New Rochelle and rival 
Scarsdale. Eight games will be televised at Rye 
Neck High School, including a game from Rye 
Neck’s inaugural boys basketball tournament 
when the Panthers face Keio.

The Random Farms Kids Theater will pres-
ent the musical “Hair” from December 17 to 19 
at The Tarrytown Music Hall.

“Hair” tells the story of a group of friends 
choosing to speak up and sing out in celebration 
of love, life and freedom. The ýrst great rock 
musical, it has some of the most rousing and 
soulful songs ever written for the stage, includ-
ing “Let the Sun Shine In,” “Easy to be Hard,” 
ñGood Morning Starshine,ò ñAquariusò and the 
infectious title song, “Hair.”

The production is made up of 45 young 
people who are divided into two casts. They 
come from throughout the tri-state area and have 
a wealth of theater, ýlm and television experi-
ence.

The cast members from Westchester are 
Alison Jay Horowitz of Armonk, Olivia Singer 
of Bedford Hills, Rebecca Simpson Wallack 
and Alex Martinez of Briarcliff Manor, Beckett 
Morris and Isabelle Knezevic of Dobbs Ferry, 

Halle Mastroberardino, Tori Lovallo and Mikie 
Jay Sakanaka of Harrison, Ariana Perlson of 
Irvington, Rachel and Noah Weisbart of Ossin-
ing, Samantha Costanza of Pleasantville, Sarah 
Rossman and Hadley Durkee of Rye, Rowan 
Epstein of Thornwood, Lucy Albert, Taylor Clay 
and Liana Costable of White Plains and Marissa 
Galletti and Gabriella Landicino of Yorktown 
Heights.

The performances are on Saturday at 11 
a.m., Sunday at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Monday 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $23 for Premium Seating 
(ýrst four rows in the center orchestra section), 
$18 for adults, $16 for children under12 and se-
niors, $14 each for groups of 20 or more and $10 
each for school groups.

Tarrytown Music Hall is located at 13 Main 
St. in Tarrytown. For more information or tick-
ets, call TicketForce at 877-840-0457 or visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org or www.random 
farms.com.

Muscoot Farm is a Westchester County park 
located on Route 100 in Somers. For more infor-
mation on these and other events, or to register 
when applicable, contact the farm at 914-864-
7286 or www.MuscootFarm.org or the county at 
www.WestchesterGov.com/parks.

Christmas on the Farm  
The main house will ornamented for Christ-

mas with traditional decorations on Saturday 
and Sunday, December 10 and 11 from 5 to 7 

p.m. There will be musicians and freshly baked 
cookies. Visit the animals on a special night tour 
of the farm.

Tea & Tour  
Tour the upstairs of the main house and 

then sit down for tea in the living room on Sat-
urday and Sunday, December 17 and 18 from 1 
to 3 p.m. Pre-registration required, and the cost 
is $15 per person. 

The Youth Council of the New Rochelle 
Youth Bureau, The City School District of New 
Rochelle and the Police Association of New Ro-
chelle are sponsoring their Annual Give a Gift 
event on Sunday, December 18. This event pro-
vides Holiday cheer and gifts for New Rochelle 

families in need.
Anyone interested in sponsoring a gift for a 

child from the Wish List should contact Michelle 
Oliveros at 914-654-2048, Monday through Fri-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on or before 
Wednesday, December 7.

The full Winter 2011-’12 Sports Broadcast Schedule is as follows:

Air Date	 School	 Sport	 Opponent
12/9-12	 Rye Neck	 Girls Basketball	 Port Chester
12/9-12	 Mamaroneck	 Ice Hockey	 Scarsdale
12/9-12	 Rye Neck	 Girls Basketball	 Croton-Harmon
12/16-19	 Mamaroneck	 Boys Basketball	 Gorton	
12/16-19	 Mamaroneck	 Girls Basketball	 Fieldston
12/23-26	 Rye Neck	 Boys Basketball	 Keio Academy
12/23-26	 Mamaroneck	 Boys Basketball	 Saunders
12/23-26	 Rye Neck	 Girls Basketball	 Westlake
12/30-1/2	 Mamaroneck	 Ice Hockey	 Monroe Woodbury
1/13-16	 Rye Neck	 Boys Basketball	 Pleasantville
1/13-16	 Mamaroneck	 Ice Hockey	 Clarkstown
1/13-16	 Mamaroneck	 Boys Basketball	 New Rochelle
1/20-23	 Mamaroneck	 Boys Swimming	 New Rochelle
1/20-23	 Mamaroneck	 Boys Basketball	 Rye Neck
1/27-30	 Mamaroneck	 Wrestling	 Eastchester
1/27-30	 Mamaroneck	 Girls Basketball	 Gorton
1/27-30	 Mamaroneck	 Ice Hockey	 White Plains
2/3-6	 Mamaroneck 	 Ice Hockey	 Pelham	
2/3-6	 Rye Neck	 Boys Basketball	 Alexander Hamilton
2/3-6	 Mamaroneck	 Boys Basketball	 Scarsdale
2/10-13	 Mamaroneck	 Ice Hockey	 Suffern	
2/10-13	 Mamaroneck	 Girls Basketball	 New Rochelle
2/10-13	 Rye Neck	 Boys Basketball	 Valhalla
2/17-20	 Rye Neck	 Girls Basketball	 Keio Academy
2/17-20	 Mamaroneck	 Girls Basketball	 Scarsdale
2/17-20	 Mamaroneck	 Ice Hockey	 Mahopac

LMC Varsity Sports air on Cablevision chan-
nel 77 and Verizon FiOS channel 34 on Fridays 
at 8 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays at 1 and 8 p.m. 
and Mondays at 1 p.m. Fans can watch all LMC 
Varsity Sports games by utilizing the On-De-
mand feature online at www.LMC-TV.org. The 

Web site also includes an up-to-date schedule and 
information on air dates and updated air-times for 
all televised games.

For more information, contact LMC-TV 
Community Sports Producer Seth Rothman at 
914-381-2002 ext. 207 or srothman@lmc-tv.org. 

LMC-TV Announces 2011-�12 
Sports Broadcast Schedule

�Hair� on Stage in Westchester

Muscoot Farm�s Family  
Programs in December

Donations Sought for Annual 
Give a Gi� Event

Westchester Sandbox �eatre
Presents �Rudolph Unplugged�

Ever wonder what happened after “he went 
down in history”?

Broadway’s John Treacy Egan brings to 
his one man show, “Rudolph Unplugged,” to 
The Westchester Sandbox Theater. “Rudolph 
Unplugged” is a hilarious satire on the holidays 
as told by the classic characters from “Rudolph 
the Red nosed Reindeer,” the 1964 television 
special, along with characters from neighboring 
specials. During the show, we ýnd out what they 
have all been up to since we ýrst met.

The evening is performed in funny mono-

logues and songs under the musical direction of 
Steven Silverstein. Though there is some mild 
adult humor, “Rudolph Unplugged” is family 
friendly.

“Rudolph Unplugged” comes to Westchester 
Sandbox Theatre for one night, only ð Sunday, 
December 11 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $28 and $24 
for students and seniors. A portion of all ticket 
sales will go to the Frank Valk African School 
Effort. For more information or tickets, call 
914-630-0804 or visit www.WestchesterSand 
boxTheatre.com.

Trinity Presbyterian Church
Presents Annual Christmas Concert

�Skate with Santa� & Tree  
Lighting at Playland Ice Casino

Trinity Presbyterian Church presents its an-
nual Christmas concert, “A Westchester Christ-
mas,” on Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m. (now date 
is December 18) at the School of the Holy Child, 
located at 2225 Westchester Ave. East in Rye.

In addition to a string orchestra, perform-
ers include world-renowned concert pianist Ann 
Schein and Grammy-award winning jazz bassist 
John Patitucci, as well as local band leaders Gary 
Adamson and David August.

Traditional Christmas music, jazz, pop and 
classical music will be featured, as well as congre-
gational singing of carols. The Reverend Dr. Craig 
R. Higgins will give a brief homily entitled “And 
Heaven & Nature Sing.ò

Childcare for toddlers and infants and a craft 
program for school-aged children will be provid-
ed.

For more information on this free concert, 
visit www.TrinityChurch.cc.

Toymaking at the North Pole may be in full 
swing, but the big man in the red suit is once 
again making time in his busy schedule to take 
a turn around the ice with children of all ages 
during “Skate with Santa” and a tree lighting on 
Saturday, December 10 during the regular after-
noon public skating session at the Playland Ice 
Casino in Rye.

From 1:30 to 5 p.m., Santa will take to the 
ice on both the main and children’s rinks. Bring 
a camera and he’ll be happy to pose for holi-

day photos as well. After the skate, everyone is 
invited to gather at Fountain Plaza outside the 
rink for a festive tree lighting ceremony at 5:30. 
“Skate with Santa” and the tree lighting have 
become popular Playland Ice Casino traditions.

Regular admission prices are $9 for adults 
($8 with a Westchester County Park Pass), $5 
for seniors with ID and $6 for children 12 and 
under ($5 when accompanied by Park Pass hold-
er). For more information, call 914-813-7059 or 
visit www.RyePlayland.org.

December Events at  
Hilltop Hanover Farm

Hilltop Hanover Farm is located at 1271 
Hanover St. in Yorktown Heights. For more in-
formation or to register for a program, call 914-
962-2368 or visit www.HilltopHanoverFarm.org, 
unless otherwise noted.

Felted Sweater Crafts  
Learn to make felted sweater crafts that will 

make wonderful hand-made gifts for the holidays 
on Saturday, December 10 from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. for children and from 1 to 3 p.m. for adults. 
The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children. 

Registration is required.
Holiday Open House  

Come by the farm for a holiday potluck gath-
ering on Friday, December 16 from 5 to 9 p.m.

Spin and Knit In  
Join seasoned spinners and knitters in an in-

formal atmosphere where you can meet new 
friends and share ideas, tips and spinning sto-

ries on Saturday, December 17 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The event is free but registration is required; 
contact Teresa at Hayslope@optonline.net.
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Performances at Emelin � eatre

Full Cast for �Cats� 
at WPPAC Announced

Local Author Publishes Book, 
Hosts Signing

The Emelin Theatre, located at 153 Library 
Lane in Mamaroneck, has an amazing series of 
shows lined up for the coming holiday season. 
For more information or to purchase tickets to 
the following events, call 914-698-3045, e-mail 
lisa.reilly@emelin.org or visit www.emelin.org.

J.D. Crowe  
It’s impossible to overstate how much J.D. 

Crowe has inþ uenced bluegrass music since he 
ý rst came to prominence as a young member of 
the Sunny Mountain Boys. Not only is he one 
of the most inþ uential banjo stylists ever, he has 
long been recognized as one of the most musi-
cally adventurous bandleaders that bluegrass 
has ever had.

Truly a bluegrass legend, J.D. and his band 
The New South combine the best of hard-driv-
ing, traditionally rooted bluegrass with a thor-
oughly modern musical sensibility on Decem-
ber 9 at 8 p.m. Tickets cost $40.

The Platters & The Marvelettes  
Legendary Motown groups The Platters 

and The Marvelettes rock the Emelin stage in 
an unforgettable night of hits, including “Only 
You,ò ñGreat Pretender,ò ñPlease, Mr. Postmanò 

and many more on December 10 at 8 p.m. Tick-
ets cost $55.
Gandalf Murphy & The Slambovian Circus 

Of Dreams  
Gandalf Murphy & The Slambovian Circus 

of Dreams’ singularly indescribable uniqueness 
has been labeled as “hillbilly Pink Floyd.” An 
apt description, particularly if you throw in ele-
ments of Neil Young, The Band, Bob Dylan and 
even Frank Zappa. At the same time, their sound 
and their songs feel so familiar and classic, it’s 
as if you’ve been listening to them all your life. 
It all adds up to music that is not only uplifting 
and empowering but funða lot of fun. See them 
on the Emelin stage on December 16 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets cost $27.

The Paper Bag Players  
The Paper Bag Players return to the Eme-

lin on December 26 and 27 at 11 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Described by Parent Guide as “side-split-
tingly funny and jam-packed with energy and 
pizzazz,” the players are sure to dazzle and en-
tertain. Tickets cost $18 for adults and $13 for 
children.

The White Plains Performing Arts Center 
(WPPAC) will present the classic all-singing, 
all-dancing Andrew Lloyd Webber musical 
“Cats” beginning on December 9.

“Cats” is directed by Jeremy Quinn, with 
co-direction and choreography by Greg Bac-
carini. The cast includes Laura Cable, Michael 
Clement, George H. Croom, Lexie Fennell Fra-
re, Jennifer Jonas, Lauren Kay, MaryElisabeth 
Kimbark, Valerie Larsen, John Anthony Lopez, 
Logan Rose Nelms, Joel Pellini, DJ Petrosino, 
David Raimo, Carrie Silvernail, Matthew J. 
Taylor, Matthew Tiberi, Jonathan Tylicki and 
Devon Yates. The creative team includes Mu-
sical Direction by Kurt Kelley, Scenic Design 
by Joseph J. Egan, Costume Design by Lin-

da Morken and Lighting Design by Andrew 
Gmoser.

Based on “Old Possum’s Book of Practi-
cal Cats,” a collection of poems by T.S. Eliot, 
the musical takes place in a junkyard where 
the local cats are auditioning to be chosen by 
their leader, Old Deuteronomy, to journey to the 
Heaviside Lair to be reborn. In the end, the for-
mer glamour cat Grizabella, now a disheveled 
outcast, is chosen by Deuteronomy to receive 
the prized additional life.

“Cats,” the second longest running show 
on Broadway and the winner of seven 1983 
Tony Awards including Best Musical, will be 
performed live on the WPPAC stage from De-
cember 9 to 18 on Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays 
at 2 and 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m., as well 
as from December 28 to 30 at both 2 and 7 p.m. 
each day. Tickets are $40 for adults and $30 for 
students in high school or earlier.

The WPPAC is located at 11 City Place in 
White Plains. For more information or tickets, 
contact the WPPAC at 914-328-1600 or www.
wppac.com or call Ticket Fusion at 877-548-
3237. For group sales, you must call the WP-
PAC.

The Field Library will host a booksigning 
and reception for local resident Margaret Dunajs-
ki Harde on Saturday, December 10 from 1 to 4 
p.m. in the Library Gallery.

Harde will be signing copies of her ý rst 
book, ñSchooltime Reþ ectionsïFeelings 202,ò 
which describes her feelings and emotions grow-
ing up as a student and, later, as a teacher in the 
public schools of Peekskill. Her new book draws 
upon real-life stories taken from her actual expe-
riences in the classroom and in life, which served 
as the emotional guide upon which she built her 
approach to teaching and interacting with stu-
dents and others.

Sharing her down-to-earth “lessons,” the 
universal nature of Harde’s experience will serve 
as a guide to help inspire and encourage present 
and future teachers and others to recognize the 
importance of being perceptive to another per-
son’s emotional needs and being proactive in 
understanding and treating students and others 
appropriately.

Harde was born and raised in Peekskill, at-
tended Peekskill schools and has resided there for 
most of her life. After receiving her BA and MA 
degrees from SUNY Albany, Harde’s career as an 
educator consisted of teaching 7th and 8th grade 
social studies, primarily in Peekskill, where she 
also served as a mentor, tutor, story-hour special-
ist and college supervisor for student teachers.

During her career, Harde has received many 
awards and accolades. Some of the honors she re-
ceived include a ñHidden Hero of Peekskillï2004 
Award” given by the Peekskill High School In-

teract Club and Westchester Community Col-
lege, the “Outstanding Teacher of American His-
tory in the Millennium Award” presented by the 
local chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the “Employee of the Year” des-
ignation conferred by the Peekskill City School 
District. She was also given a monetary grant 
from the local chapter of the Rotary Club which 
she used to create the Peekskill Middle School 
Learning Center.

She has written articles for school newslet-
ters and a ý rst-person story that was published 
in the Journal News. Harde was also a member 
of the Higher Education Task Force on Quality 
Inclusive Education at the former Marymount 
College of Fordham University.

Harde participates in Reach for Recovery 
and Support Connection (breast cancer support 
groups), Bright Beginnings (a program which 
stresses the importance of reading in children’s 
lives) and the Peekskill Faculty Retired Teachers’ 
Association Scholarship Committee. In addition, 
she volunteers as a storyteller for ý rst grade chil-
dren in a Peekskill elementary school classroom, 
whose teacher happens to be her former student.

Her hobbies include traveling in the USA, 
baking cookies, creating and maintaining fam-
ily albums, reading and writing. However, what 
Harde cherishes most is the time she shares with 
her family, close friends and the heart of her life 
ð her grandchildren. She presently lives just 
outside her hometown of Peekskill with her hus-
band Henry.
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Oppenheimer Urges Support 
of Small Businesses

Senator Suzi Op-
penheimer urges con-
sumers to support small 
businesses as they head 
to the stores this holiday 
season.

“Small businesses 
are the lifeblood of our 
economy and the engine 
of job creation in New 
York,” said Oppenheim-
er. Noting that Saturday, 
November 26 has been 
designated the second 
annual Small Business 
Saturday, Oppenheimer 
hopes that shoppers will 
support their neighbor-
hood stores on one of the 
busiest shopping week-
ends of the year.

Oppenheimer, who recently hosted her 
20th Small Business conference, emphasized 
the critical importance of small business to the 
State’s economic recovery. “Small businesses 
comprise 98 percent of all business in New 
York and employ more than half of the State’s 
private sector work force. Numerous studies 

have shown that new and 
expanding small businesses 
play a disproportionately 
large role in job creation and 
innovation.”

Indeed, according to 
the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, small busi-
nesses have generated 65 
percent of new net jobs over 
the past two decades. Small 
businesses, moreover, are a 
boost to the local economy. 
According to The 3/50 Proj-
ect, a small business advo-
cacy group, of every $100 
spent in locally-owned in-
dependent stores, $68 is re-
turned to the community in 
local taxes, payroll and other 
expenditures.

Equally important, “local businesses form 
the character of our communities,” said Op-
penheimer. “The people who own these busi-
nesses are our neighbors and our friends. So 
please make it a point to patronize your local 
merchants this holiday season. We will all be 
the better for it.”

Senator Suzi Oppenheimer

Margaret Dunajski Harde

The New York State Racing and Wagering 
Board (RWB) formally adopted the continuation 
of online video streaming of thoroughbred and 
harness racing in New York State throughout the 
2012 calendar year, which allows Yonkers Race-
way to continue their live streaming video as well 
as the archived race replays.

The action extends an agreement forged in 
2010 by the RWB in the wake of New York City 
Off-Track Betting (OTB) Corporation’s closure. 
Recognizing the urgent need for collaboration to 
keep the industry aþ oat, RWB Chairman John D. 
Sabini forged a consensus among track operators 
and OTBs last year to allow online streaming for 
New York races, giving the betting public an op-
portunity to view live racing on the Internet. The 
original agreement was slated to expire on De-
cember 22.

“We’ve been very pleased with the reaction 
to our live streaming video, as well as our ar-
chived race replays, “said Yonkers Raceway Vice 
President Robert Galterio. ñOur fans enjoy the 
service and we appreciate the support of the Rac-

ing and Wagering Board in allowing us to con-
tinue presenting the sport’s best racing product to 
the largest audience possible.”

An examination of handle and account data 
from The New York Racing Association, Inc., 
Yonkers and the ý ve regional OTBs for the ý rst 
nine months of 2011 as compared to the same 
period in 2010 shows the entities experienced a 
combined 49 percent increase in account wager-
ing handle and a 45 percent increase in the total 
number of accounts.

The renewed agreement came to fruition 
earlier this month at a meeting of representatives 
of all the OTBs and track operators in New York 
State at the RWBôs New York City ofý ce. In-
cluded in the agreement are The New York Rac-
ing Association, Inc., Capital District Regional 
OTB, Catskill Regional OTB, Nassau Regional 
OTB, Suffolk Regional OTB, Western Regional 
OTB and the operators of Batavia Downs, Tioga 
Downs, Vernon Downs, Buffalo Raceway, Finger 
Lakes Racetrack, Monticello Raceway, Saratoga 
Gaming and Raceway and Yonkers Raceway.

Yonkers Raceway Gets OK to 
Continue Video Streaming
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The Boys & Girls Club of Northern 
Westchester (BGCNW) hosted its Fifth Annual 
Chris Cutri Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser 
at Teddy’s of Holiday Inn Mount Kisco. More 
than 150 friends of Chris Cutri and BGCNW 
alumni in attendance raised $5,000 for the 
Chris Cutri Scholarship Fund.

In 2001, BGCNW established the schol-
arship fund in memory of Cutri. Individuals 
donated gifts annually to the club in his mem-
ory and, in 2007, the Chris Cutri Scholarship 
Fundraising event was established. Since then 

time, the event has raised $35,000 towards the 
fund. The scholarship has distributed more than 
$20,000 to allow children to attend the school-
age afterschool program.

“It is incredible to see the same faces return 
each year to support the club,ò said BGCNW 
Executive Director Brian Skanes. “The event 
acts as both a reunion and a fundraiser, bringing 
old friends together for a good cause.”

BGCNW is located at 351 Main St. in Mt. 
Kisco. For more information, call 914-666-
8069 or visit www.bgcnw.com.

PAGE 6 - RYE RISING - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2011

MKCCC staff, Slow Food Metro North and IBM Volunteers stand inside the newly opened, 
year-round greenhouse in MKCCC’s Intergenerational Garden

MKCCC children, staff and IBM volunteers cut the ceremonious ribbon,
ofý cially opening the centerôs new greenhouse

Mount Kisco Child Care Center
Debuts Year-Round Greenhouse

BGCNW Hosts Reunion
Bene� ting Good Cause

Mount Kisco Child Care Center (MKC-
CC) opened its new year-round greenhouse on 
November 14 with a special ribbon-breaking 
ceremony performed by pre-school children at 
the center.

As the latest addition to the Feed Me 
Fresh comprehensive nutrition program, IBM 
volunteers and MKCCC staff spent two con-
secutive days erecting the structure in the cen-
terôs Intergenerational Garden, which it shares 
with their on-site neighbors My Second Home, 
an adult day program of Family Services of 
Westchester (FSW). An IBM catalyst grant 
received in August and donations from Slow 
Food Metro North helped fund the project.

The greenhouse will contribute to MKC-
CC’s Feed Me Fresh program, which aims to 
educate children in the Northern Westchester 

community on the importance of a nutritious 
diet. This hands-on approach fosters an ap-
preciation for fresh, whole food. Children and 
staff at the center will maintain the greenhouse 
year-round, scheduling planting and harvest-
ing as part of their programming.

“Nutrition education is essential for our 
growing children,” said MKCCC Board Presi-
dent and IBM employee Steven Wysmuller. 
“The center provides a unique educational 
experience for children, encouraging them to 
participate in the farm-to-table process. This 
greenhouse is just another step towards bring-
ing healthy eating choices to our homes.” 
MKCCC is located at 95 Radio Circle in 
Mount Kisco. For more information, call 914-
241-2135 or visit www.mkccc.org.
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Medicaid Homecare Program a
Viable Option for Family Caregivers
By Anthony J. Enea, 
Esq.

November was Na-
tional Family Caregivers 
Month, a time in which 
we not only honor the 
hard work and sacriý ce 
of caregivers, but also 
learn about important 
programs and services 
that foster ý nancial and 
emotional well-being for 
both those in need and 
their caregivers.

According to a re-
cent report by the Pew 
Research Center, 27 per-
cent of senior citizens 
in the U.S. lived alone 
in 2008, leaving the rest 
to lean on the assistance 
of others. Caregivers know better than anyone 
else about the physical and emotional toll as-
sociated with providing for those in need. Too 
often, however, they do not know how to defray 
the signiý cant ý nancial costs.

The Medicaid homecare program is often 
a readily available option for many. Unlike the 
Medicaid nursing home program, the transfer 
of asset rules ð which have a ý ve year look 
back period for eligibility ð do not apply to the 
Medicaid homecare program. In other words, if 
one transfers his assets to become eligible for 
Medicaid homecare, there is no period of in-
eligibility. However, unless he is making an ex-
empt transfer ð such as a transfer to his spouse 
ð then the ý ve year look back period for nurs-
ing home Medicaid will be created by the trans-
fer. In addition, spousal refusal is permitted for 
Medicaid homecare, meaning a spouse can re-
fuse to utilize his income and assets to support 
his spouse.

The applicant for Medicaid homecare can-
not have more than $13,800 in his name either 
alone or jointly with another, and he is not per-
mitted to have more than $767 per month of in-

come (plus a $20 disregard). 
However, if his income is in 
excess of $767 per month, 
there is a special pooled 
trust that can be utilized so 
that the excess income can 
be used to pay expenses 
other than homecare costs, 
such as taxes, food, clothing, 
telephone, cable, shelter, etc. 
Additionally, in determin-
ing the number of homecare 
hours that will be provided, 
the applicant’s ability to per-
form daily living activities 
such as bathing, dressing, 
ambulating, personal hy-
giene and feeding will be as-
sessed by Medicaid. The less 
one can do, the more hours 
of care he may receive.

All too often, the cost of homecare without 
any assistance being provided by Medicaid can 
be ý nancially devastating. It is not unusual for 
homecare costs to range from $6,000 to $8,000 
per month, depending on the number of hours 
needed. While most people know that Medic-
aid exists, many do not realize that they may 
actually qualify for it and receive in-home care 
that will provide most, if not all, of the care they 
require. Unfortunately, there are many miscon-
ceptions about Medicaid eligibility, which often 
leads to poor decisions.

Even if you are not currently a caregiver, 
it is a good idea to start addressing the present 
and future costs of long-term care, especially 
since there are steps you can take in advance to 
make sure you qualify for Medicaid. In honor of 
National Family Caregivers Month, I urge you 
to be prepared and to be informed. It has been 
my experience that the better the quality of care 
an individual receives at home, the longer he or 
she can continue to reside at home.

Elder law attorney and Somers resident 
Anthony J. Enea is partner at Enea, Scanlan & 
Sirignano, LLP.

Anthony J. Enea, Esq.

and 10 percent said quality of life services like 
art and environmental programs.

ñThis kind of poll, while not scientiý c, is 
a great way to get feed back from the public,” 
said Astorino.

The League of Women Westchester 
(LWVW) voters gave their non-partisan view 
of Astorino’s proposed budget. “We applaud 
holding the county tax levy þ at,ò said LWVW 
President Sharon Lindsay. “This is an appropri-
ate measure in light of our residents’ and busi-
nesses’ current economic stress. The League 
particularly commends the County for not in-
vading the undesignated fund balance. This 
sound ý nancial policy should help preserve our 
AAA Bond rating. The ability to borrow, at low 
cost, could ý nance much needed infrastructure 
projects.

“There is an assumption built into the bud-
get that as the county steps back, the cuts will 
be replaced by Federal and State support, other 
non-countyïgovernment service providers and 
private contributions. The League recommends 
that the County establish a system to carefully 
monitor and analyze the impacts of these cuts 
throughout the year.”

LWVW also challenged the county gov-
ernment to address three issues absent from the 
budget proposal:

State mandates which require the county 
and local governments to provide services for 
which the state provides no reimbursement ð it 
urged that the county assume a leadership role 
in lobbying for mandate reform;

County support for reassessment of out-
dated property valuations ð ñNo matter how 
much you decrease taxes, if they are unfairly 
assessed meaningful, tax relief has not been ac-
complished,” said Lindsay; and

New funding for þ ood mitigation ð ñBy 
not continuing to appropriate funds to support 
mitigation programs, by not coordinating and 
bringing pressure to bear on State and Federal 
authorities to deal with this problem, the county 
is abandoning an appropriate leadership role,” 
Lindsay said. “Despite a tight budget, in a cli-
mate of historically low interest rates, funds 
could be raised by debt issuance.”

While LWVW expressed regret about pro-
posed layoffs of county employees, they viewed 
it as the only alternative given the failure to ne-
gotiate new labor contracts. 

The Westchester County Association 
(WCA) and its president, Bill Mooney, com-
mented on the budget.

“We are concerned about the potential loss 
of jobs by county employees, as well as the re-
duction in services to the neediest in our com-
munity,ò Mooney said. ñWe are coný dent that 
the union leaders, the County Executive and 
the Legislators feel the same way. It is in that 
spirit that we propose that the CSEA members 
replicate what their New York State colleagues 
have done to save jobs during this economic 
downturn. By making a modest contribution to 
their county healthcare plan, the taxpayer will 
realize $19 million in savings, $14 million of 
which will save the jobs of 210 of their own 
union brethren.”

A budget must be adopted by December 
27. 

County Budget Hearing 
Continued from Page 1
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The PJS Jazz Society will present famed 
keyboardist-composer Nat Adderley, Jr. at its 
next Second Sunday Jazz Series concert on Sun-
day, December 11.

Adderley, best known for his work with 
vocalists Luther Vandross and Aretha Franklin, 
started his professional musical career while still 
in grade school, composing music for his father, 
trumpeter Nat Adderley, Sr., and his uncle, Ju-
lian “Cannonball” Adderley.

In 2004, Adderley won a Grammy award 
for his duet with Beyonc®, ñThe Closer I Get 
to You,” and he later scored and performed the 
music for Broadway’s “The Piano Lesson.” 
His jazz groups have performed for audiences 
around the world.

The PJS Jazz Society presents the best in 

jazz every second Sunday from September to 
April. Area music fans know well enough that 
the PJS offers one of the best jazz hangs in 
Westchester. Often during the second set, many 
of the jazz musicians in attendance make their 
way to the bandstand for a jam session.

PJS Jazz Society’s Second Sunday Jazz Se-
ries concerts are held at the First Presbyterian 
Church, located on North Columbus Avenue 
in Mount Vernon. Doors open at 5 p.m., there 
is an opening set by younger jazz musicians at 
5:15 and then Adderley will perform from 6 to 
9 p.m.

Tickets are $18 for non-members, $10 for 
PJS members and $12 for students. Concerts are 
held in a cabaret setting, with food and bever-
ages available for purchase.

The Center at Lake Isle  
Monday, December12

9:30 Line Dancing, Theresa Kover
12:15 Exercise, Linda Zeiss
1:15 Bob Moynihan, Musical Memories

Tuesday, December 13
8:30 Exercise, Grace Kulinski
9:30 Exercise, Patricia Marinello
12:30 Bridge and Cards
�12:30 Guest Speakers & Special Interest 
Programs
12:30 Walter Lindstrom & Troupe Cel-

ebrate December Birthdays with, “Christmas 
Memories”
Wednesday, December 14

9:30 Tap Dancing, Paula Tarantino 
9:30 Drawing, Stephanie Rocker
12:30 Mahjong with Miriam Roschell
12:30 Exercise, Evey Riccobono 
12:30 Art Class, Betty Uses
12:30 Music/Drama, Walter Lindstrom
1:15 Bob Moynihan, Musical Memories

Thursday, December 15
�9:15 Country Western Dancing with The-
resa Kover CANCELLED TODAY
10:00 Yiddish Class
�10:45 Hot Topics with MaryAnn Frusci-
ante
12:30 Mahjong
12:30 Pokeno and Cards

�12:30 Center Celebrates Holidays, Peter 
Lawrence Entertains

Friday, December 16
8:30 Exercise Video
9:30 Lite Exercise, Mary Anne Scrobe
10:45 Book Discussion with Tracy Wright
�11:00 Gilda Press, Information & Conver-
sation
12:30 Chair Yoga, Louise Fecher
12:30 Bridge and Cards
12:30 Bob Moynihan, Musical Memories
The Center at Lake Isle is located at 660 

White Plains Rd. at Eastchester. For more infor-
mation or transportation, call 914-337-0390.

The Garth Road Center  
Wednesday, December 14

�11:30 Hot Lunch Available, Reservations 
Required
1:00	Jane Rose, “Imagine”
�2:00	Exercise with Rowena: Lawrence Hos-
pital Physical Therapy

Friday, December 16
11:30 Exercise with Julie Rosen
�12:30 Special Holiday Luncheon, Reserva-
tions Required
2:00	Entertainment, Virgil Scott and David 

Block, “Holiday Favorites”
The Garth Road Center is located at 235 

Garth Rd. in Scarsdale. For more information, 
call 914-771-3340.

Residents and staff at Sarah Neuman Cen-
ter (SNC) for Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
in Mamaroneck kicked off the holiday season 
with their annual activity of packaging shoe 
boxes full of gifts for underprivileged children 
throughout the world.

The elder residents created 25 hand decorat-
ed shoe boxes and personally crafted cards, each 
with a special note for every recipient! Victoria 
Struss, a Therapeutic Recreation Leader at SNC, 
led the effort with residents and all the partici-
pants. The boxes, ýlled with donated items from 
staff, SNC families and volunteers, included an 
assortment of shiny toy cars and trucks for little 
boys and frilly dolls for little girls. Balls, brace-
lets, hair clips, note pads, coloring books and a 
vast array of candy were also included contents.

Tooth brushes and tooth paste were a neces-
sary ñmust haveò in the package ð especially 
useful after all the candy consumption! Story 
books and other educational items rounded out 
the presents.

The SNC elders were enthusiastic about 
this project and were delighted to know they 
will help bring smiles to children so far away. 
Marjorie Andrews, a new resident at SNC, said, 
“I love all the little gifts that these children are 
going to be getting. I packed a box for a little 
girl and imagine her expression when she sees 
the pink glass beaded bracelet that went into her 
package. I know our work is going to make so 

many people happy.”
Tina Chawengwongsa, a student intern at 

SNC, said, “It’s really nice to see residents and 
families of all faiths and religious backgrounds 
coming together to give something back to those 
in need.”

Operation Christmas Child, the interna-
tional relief charity who coordinated this event, 
distributes these, along with many other shoe 
boxes, to countries around the globe. Luba Tra-
vis, a coordinator for Operation Christmas, viv-
idly shared a memory from her own childhood 
that changed her life.

“I lived in an orphanage for seven years,” 
said Travis. “I grew up feeling like no one loved 
me, that I wasn’t cared about. I felt my parents 
didn’t even love me enough to keep me and I 
woke up every morning saying I wish I wasn’t 
even born. Getting this shoe box of goodies im-
pacted my life in more ways that you can imag-
ine.”

Mildred Cortalano, another SNC resident, 
said “My mother raised me to help others at all 
times. She always believed that we should take 
care of each other and I’ve dedicated my life to 
aiding others, so this was a natural ýt for me. 
My heart goes out to families who can’t provide 
Christmas presents for their children and I hope 
these goody-ýlled shoe boxes bring holiday 
cheer to the kids that receive them.”

Phelps Memorial Hospital Center’s Healthy 
Life series continues to offer the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related sub-
jects, as well as numerous health screenings and 
support groups.

All events take place on the Phelps campus, 
located at 701 N. Broadway in Sleepy Hollow, 
and are free, unless otherwise noted. The Phelps 
Healthy Life Calendar for December is as fol-
lows follows:

Thursday, December 15 ð Evening Be-
reavement Support Groups are held on the ýrst 
and third Thursday of the month from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. The group is facilitated by Bereavement 
Coordinator Bess Steiger, CSW, in Conference 
Room 225 of the 755 Building. There is a sug-
gested donation of $10 per session. For more 
information, contact Steiger is 914-366-3325 or 
bsteiger@pmhc.us;

Thursday, December 22 ð Afternoon Be-
reavement Support Groups are held on the sec-
ond and fourth Thursday of the month from 2 
to 3:30 p.m. The group is facilitated by Steiger 
in Conference Room 225 of the 755 Building. 
There is a suggested donation of $10 per ses-
sion. For more information, contact Steiger is 
914-366-3325 or bsteiger@pmhc.us;

Saturday and Sunday, December 10 and 11 
ð The Childbirth Experience/LaMaze Method 
Classes at Phelps Memorial Hospital Center 
taught by Certiýed Childbirth Educators on the 
Phelps Birthing Center nursing staff from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. in the 4th Floor Classroom. The fee 
is $170 per couple and registration is required. 
For more information or to register, call 914-
366-3382.

Wednesdays, December 14 to January 18, 
2012 ð The Childbirth Experience/LaMaze 
Method Weeknight classes (ýve-week session) 
at Phelps Memorial Hospital Center taught by 
Certiýed Childbirth Educators on the Phelps 
Birthing Center nursing staff from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. in the 4th Floor Classroom. The fee is $170 
per couple and registration is required. For more 
information or to register, call 914-366-3382.

Saturday, December 17 ð Big Brother/Big 
Sister: Sibling Preparation. Young children pre-
pare for the arrival of baby at Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the 
4th Floor Classroom. The program is appropri-
ate for children 3-8 years of age. The cost is $20 
per child and registration required. For more in-
formation or to register, call 914-366-3382.

PJS Jazz Society Presents
Nat Adderley, Jr.

Town of Eastchester
Senior Programs and Services

SNC Residents ��inking in 
the Box� this Holiday Season

Healthy Life Series Continues in 
December at Phelps Memorial

Since its founding by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul in 1888, Saint 
Joseph�s Medical Center has been meeting the health care needs of Yonkers and 
surrounding communities. Located in Southwest Yonkers, Saint Joseph’s Medical 
Center consists of a 194-bed acute care teaching hospital and a 200-bed nursing 
home and features comprehensive out-patient programs. It is also a sponsor of low-
income senior housing for frail elderly.

In response to new developments in medicine and the needs of the community, 
Saint Joseph�s has grown dramatically over the years into a modern, progressive 
medical center.

Today, Saint Joseph�s o�ers:
Ê An expanded Ambulatory Surgery Center
Ê On-site 64 slice spiral CT Scanner and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
Ê Dedicated hospital-based Inpatient Renal Dialysis Services
Ê A Hospital-based Nursing Home
Ê One of the busiest Emergency Services in Westchester County
Ê A Designated Stroke Center
Ê Comprehensive Mental Health Services
Ê A Family Health Center to provide a�ordable primary care
Ê Oncology Services
Ê Geriatrics Services and 165 units of Senior Housing
Ê A State-of-the-art Department of Surgery for ambulatory, laser and laparoscopic 
surgery, micro-neurosurgery for back and neck compression pain, and Holmium 
laser and lithotripsy for treating kidney stones
Ê Pain Management
Ê �e only accredited Family Medicine Residency Program in Westchester
Ê Highly advanced diagnostic services, including Cardiology, Radiology and Labo-
ratories, as well as a full range of rehabilitative therapies
Ê Women�s Health Services, including accredited low-dose mammography
Ê Patient Representatives and Pastoral Care for spiritual and emotional support

For more information, call 914-378-7000 
or visit www.saintjosephs.org.

Saint Joseph’s Medical Center 
127 South Broadway Ê Yonkers, New York 10701

Phelps Memorial Welcomes 2 
New Primary Care Physicians

Dr. Majid Sabour of Irvington, a family 
medicine physician, and Dr. Catalina Cincu of 
Ossining, an internist, have joined the medical 
staff of Phelps Memorial Hospital Center.

Sabour earned his medical degree in Europe 
in 1991 and completed his residency in Family 
Medicine at New York-Presbyterian Hospital. 
He is board certiýed in Family Medicine, pro-
viding preventive care and treatment for acute 
and chronic illness to patients of all ages.

He has more than 20 years of clinical ex-
perience and has served as a clinical instructor 
at New York Medical College. Sabour is multi-
lingual, speaking French, Russian, Arabic and 
some Spanish. Sabourôs ofýce is temporarily 

located in Sleepy Hollow. In the near future, he 
will be moving back to his previous location on 
Ashford Avenue in Dobbs Ferry.

Cincu earned her medical degree in Europe 
in 1992 and completed a residency in internal 
medicine and a fellowship in nephrology at the 
Metropolitan Hospital Center in Manhattan. 
Dr. Cincu is Board Certiýed in both Internal 
Medicine and Nephrology. She is multi-lingual, 
speaking Spanish, French and Romanian. Be-
fore coming to Phelps, Cincu practiced in White 
Plains. At Phelps, she provides adult primary 
care. Her ofýce is located on the Phelps campus 
in the 755 building.

Dr. Catalina Cincu of Ossining Dr. Majid Sabour of Irvington
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Legal Notices
Tri-Phi TrAiNiNg ProgrAms: 

Running Coach, Writing Coach, Canine Fit-
ness. 508-965-3467, www.Tri-Phi.com. 

AffordAblE REcordiNg StU-
dio for your Music and Videos. All styles. 
Record your demo songs and videos. 914-513-
0075.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: PART-TIME 
SALES OPPORTUNITY Promote renewable 
energy at Westchester storefront tables and 
event booths.  Excellent paid training, þexible 
hours & locations.   Earn $500-$1000/week! 
Apply now 212.710.2657 NYJobs@Green-
Mountain.com 

WANTED: Antiques Å Art Å Estates - Gen-
erous cash payments for your belongings, in-
cluding: paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, in-
struments, coins, clocks, etc. Please call Aaron 
at 914-654-1683.  

AUtoNomy PrEpArAtioN through 
daily encounters. Debrieýng, revisioning, inner 
concepts. First session free. Singles preferred. 
718-994-2657.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Forever Families Through Adoption is 
here to help. We offer no-pressure counseling, 
ýnancial assistance, and many different fami-
lies/options. Call Joy: 1-866-922-3678. www.
foreverfamiliesthroughadoption.org 

Adoption: We’re excited to share our life 
with a child. Bright futureýlled with love & 
opportunity awaits your newborn. Charlie & 
Nancy11-866-953-6670 www.bighopesforalit-
tleone.com 

Adoption: We’re excited to share our life 
with a child. Bright futureýlled with love & 
opportunity awaits your newborn. Charlie & 
Nancy11-866-953-6670 www.bighopesforalit-
tleone.com 

ADOPT: Happily married couple with 
loving home for your newborn.Expenses paid. 
Call Debra & George at(877)732-0291 ordeb-
randgeorge@me.com 

Pregnant? If you’re considering adop-
tion we would love to bring yourbaby into our 
family. Please give us a look www.jonanddale.
comjonanddale@earthlink.net 800-698-7164 

ADOPT-A happy, professional, loving 
couple wishes to raise your baby with care, 
warmth,and love. Expenses paid. Please call 
Denise andHoward (877)676-1660 

ADOPT: We’d love to share our hearts and 
home with a baby. We promiselove, security, 
learning, and laughter. Conýdential. Expenses 
paid.PLease call Barb/ Pete 1-888-516-3402 
www.barbandpeteadopt.com 

ADOPTION: A PROMISE TO YOU! 
Devoted, loving couple pledges lifetime of 
love for your newborn. Call Patti/Danny toll-
free for proýle; 855-692-2291. Expenses Paid. 
Baby1adoption@gmail.com http://www.adop-
tiononline.com/members/692.cfm 

ADOPT:  A truly happy couple with so 

much love to share hopes to give yourprecious 
newborn a lifetime of happiness. Michael and 
Eileen1-877-955-8355 babyformichaelandei-
leen@gmail.com 

ABSOULTE AUCTION-51+ acres, 
newer log hunting cabin w/ mineral rights. 
Saturday, 12/10, noon; 149 Round Pond Road, 
Smithville Flats,NY. Mapes* Benjamin Real 
Estate Auction Co.www.benjaminauctions.com 
607-343-5300 

SELL YOUR CAR, TRUCK or SUV 
TODAY! All 50 states, fast pick-up andpay-
ment. Any condition, make or model. Call now 
1-877-818-8848www.MyCarforCash.net 

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE $1000 
GROCERY COUPONS. NATIONAL ANI-
MAL WELFARE FOUNDATION SUPPORT 
NO KILL SHELTERS HELP HOMELESS 
PETS FREE TOWING, TAX DEDUCTIBLE, 
NON-RUNNERS ACCEPTED 1-866-912-
GIVE 

CASH FOR CARS! We Buy ANY Car or 
Truck, Running or NOT! Damaged, Wrecked, 
Salvaged OK! Get a top dollar INSTANT offer 
today! 1-800-267-1591 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING-Train for 
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualiýed-Job Placement 
Assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance (866)296-7093 

Reefer Drivers Needed! You deserve the 
nations’s best freightnetwork! Prime needs ex-
perienced drivers and Class A commercialstu-
dents. Call Prine Inc. Today! 1-800-277-0212 
www.primeinc.com 

Attention Professional Truck Drivers! 
It’s NOW TIME to get back towork! More 
Freight and Top Earnings! Call Prime Inc. To-
day!1-800-277-0212 www.primeinc.com 

Top Pay On Excellent Runs! Regional 
Runs, Steady Miles, FrequentHometime, New 
Equipment. Automatic Detention Pay! CDL-A, 
6 mo.Experience required. EEOE/AAP 866-
322-4039 www.Drive4Marten.com 

NYS & Adirondacks Rustic Cozy Cabin 
w/ 5 Acres $19,995. Over 150 new properties 
& camps. Minutes to state game lands. New 
survey, clear title, fully guaranteed! For cozy 
cabin details call 800-229-7843. Or visit www.
LandandCamps.com 

SAWMILLS from only $3997-MAKE 
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill-Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info & DVD: www.Nor-
woodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N 

EARN COLLEGE ONLINE. *Medical, 
*Business, *Criminal Justice. Jobplacement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if 
qualiýed.SCHEV certiýed Call 888-201-8657 
www.CenturaOnline.com 

BUYING COINS-Gold, Silver & ALL 
Coins, Stamps, Paper Money, Entire Collec-
tions worth $5,000 or more. Travel to your 
home. CASH paid. Call Marc 1-800-488-4175 

Classi�eds
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of  Dili-
gent Research LLC Arts. Of 
Org. ýled with the Sectôy of 
State of NY (SSNY) on  21 
August 2011. Ofýce loca-
tion:  Westchester  County. 
The street address is:  59 
The Crossing, Armonk, NY 
10504. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: Gin-
ny Raymond, 59 Whippoor-
will Crossing, Armonk, NY 
10504.  Purpose: any lawful 
act.
 
#6239  11/4 ï 12/9  

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of SCS 
Management Services, LLC 
Arts. Of Org. ýled with the 
Sectôy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/21/2011. Ofýce loca-
tion: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: 34 East 
First Street, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6244  12/2 ï 1/6

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
a license, serial number 
1257432 for beer, wine and 
liquor has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell 
beer, wine and liquor at re-
tail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol Law at 1 Station Plaza, 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543 for 
on-premises consumption; 
MMK F & B Inc.

#3024  12/2 ï 12/9

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of One 
Sigma Products LLC Arts. Of 
Org. ýled with the Sectôy of 
State of NY (SSNY) on July 
26, 2011. Ofýce location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is: 146 Madi-
son Road, Scarsdale, NY. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process served to: Doug-
las Shepord, 146 Madison 
Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6246   12/9 ï 1/

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Home-
stead Place LLC Arts. Of Org. 
ýled with the Sectôy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/11/2011. 
Ofýce location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 16 Homestead Place Har-
rison NY 10528. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Greg Martino, 16 
Homestead Place Harrison 
NY 10528. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6247  12/9 ï 1/13	

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of At One 
Realty LLC Arts. Of Org. ýled 
with the Sectôy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/03/11. Of-
ýce location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is: 2 Lakeshore Drive New 
Rochelle NY 10804. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess served to: At One Re-
alty LLC, 2 Lakeshore Drive 
New Rochelle, NY 10804. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6245  12/9 ï 1/13	

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Fos-
ter Sherman Investors LLC 
Arts. Of Org. ýled with the 
Sectôy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/4/11. Ofýce location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is: 95 Ev-
ergreen Avenue, Rye, NY 
10580. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: John 
Sherman, 95 Evergreen Ave. 
Rye, NY 10580 Purpose: any 
lawful act.

#6248  12/9 ï 1/13

LEGAL NOTICE

Inningwood Capital LLC
 
Notice of formation of In-
ningwood Capital LLC.  Arts. 
Of Org. ýled with the Sectôy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/14/2011. Ofýce location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is: 141 Fre-
mont Street, Harrison, NY 
10528. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: C/O 
United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave-
nue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: any lawful 
act.
 
11/4 ï 12/9

LEGAL NOTICE
 
Notice of Formation of Feel 
Good All Under LLC.  Arts. 
of Org. ýled with NY Secôy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/19/11. Ofýce location: 
Westchester County. The 
street address is 111 North 
Third Avenue, Mt. Vernon, 
NY, 10550. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: Incorp Services, 
Inc. One Commerce Plaza, 
Albany, NY 12210. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

#6241  11/18 ï 12/23

LEGAL NOTICE
 
Notice of formation of JSL 
Consulting LLC Arts. Of Org. 
ýled with the Sectôy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/01/11. 
Ofýce location: Westchester. 
The street address is: 17 
Chatham Terrace, Yonkers, 
NY 10710. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Jack Serra-Lima, 
17 Chatham Terrace, Yon-
kers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

#6243  11/25 ï 12/30

LEGAL NOTICE
 
Notice of formation of Brett & 
Fahy LLC.  Art. Of Org. ýled 
with the Sec of State of NY 
(SSNY) on Sept. 8, 2011.  
Ofýce location:  c/o Fiona 
Brett, 16 Lincoln Circle, Yon-
kers NY 10707.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Brett & Fahy 
LLC, c/o Fiona Brett, 16 
Lincoln Circle, Yonkers NY 
10707.  Purpose:  Any lawful 
purpose.  Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve:  No 
speciýc date.

#6242  11/18 ï 12/23

By Joel J. Sprayregen 
Every day since President Obama assumed 

ofýce nearly three years ago, Iran has progressed 
toward acquiring deliverable nuclear weapons. 
Everyone knows this poses a grave threat to 
U.S. security and international stability.

Obama has been saying that a nuclear-
armed Iran is “unacceptable.” But what has he 
been doing? Last week, the Democratic-con-
trolled U.S. Senate woke up and angrily came 
to the realization that Obama has been lying 
about his determination to stop Iran. The Senate 
rebuked Obama ð unanimously! 

What Obama has been doing is sanctions. 
There is no doubt that a formidable U.S. bureau-
cracy has imposed a mass of economic sanctions 
against Iran. I have listened to Obama’s smart 
sanctions chieftains ð who, for some reason, 
usually seem to be Jewish ð explain their ef-
forts in detail.

When I participated in a March 1 meeting 
of American Jewish leaders with Obama in the 
White House ð convened to try to put pressure 
on Israel ð the sanctions chieftains described 
in detail what they were doing. But the trouble 
is this; all of the sanctions and all of the Presi-
dent’s men (and women) have not had a scin-
tilla of impact in slowing Iran’s quest. If three 
years experience of futility does not convince 
Obama that his sanctions will not work, what is 
Obama’s real calculation?

Apparently it boils down to this; Obama 
will accept a nuclear Iran on the expectation 
that he can contain the mullahs. Obama believes 
that his oratorical skills and community orga-
nizing background can “engage” Iran into not 
threatening international stability. 

Obama’s Engagement Looks
Mighty Like Appeasement

But Obamaôs ñengagementò ð which looks 
mighty like appeasement ð has already failed. 
Obama came into ofýce full of apologetics to 
the Muslim world and promising to cool what 
he saw as Bush bellicosity. So he immediately 
proffered “engagement” to Tehran. The mullahs 
responded by insultingly rejecting every sug-
gestion that their quest be slowed.

Two months into Obama’s presidency, a 
watershed opportunity arrived; Iranians rose 
in the streets in March, 2009 to protest a stolen 
election. The mullahs killed demonstrators in the 
streets, brutally suppressing protests. Obama, 
fearful of derailing unrequited “engagement,” 
failed to speak up in support of the democratic 
aspirations of Iranians. Note the contrast in how 
swiftly Obama abandoned Mubarak ð a long-
time U.S. ally who, with all his faults, kept the 
peace ð to hand Egypt to the Muslim Brother-
hood.

Many Iranians yearn for civil society. But 
they have not resumed open demonstrations 
since Obama failed his watershed opportunity. 
Tehran continues to supply weapons to kill our 
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as rock-
ets to terrorist Hamas and Hezbollah. 

The mullahs understand lack of serious 
intent to challenge them. They escalate ac-
cordingly. Several weeks ago, the Justice De-
partment indicted Iranian agents for plotting 
to blow up the Saudi Ambassador and scores 
of Americans in a Washington, D.C. restaurant 
(see “A World View,” October 28). Two weeks 
ago, Iran reached into its playbook to demon-
strate heightened deýance of the democracies.

The British announced sanctions targeting 
the Iranian central bank ð a tactic Obama has 
eschewed because he apparently feels it will en-
rich Tehran by spiking oil prices. The mullahs 

sent several hundred thugs to trash the British 
embassy and brieþy hold hostage embassy per-
sonnel. This was a cameo reprise of the 1979 
assault on the U.S. embassy, for which Iran has 
suffered meager payback, other than rupture of 
diplomatic relations with Washington. Remem-
ber that even Hitler and Stalin observed diplo-
matic immunity. It is a measure of the contempt 
the mullahs have for western democracies that 
they believed that they could get away with an-
other attack on a western embassy. 

The Brits Remember Churchill
The Iranians surely remembered their cost-

free 2007 abduction at sea of British sailors, 
who were then paraded to confess on Iranian 
television, with headscarves slapped on the fe-
male sailors. I once debated this outrage at a 
symposium in Istanbul with a leftist Brit aca-
demic (is there any other kind?) who condoned 
the abduction.

But the Conservative Party is now in power 
in London. Prime Minister Cameron apparently 
remembered Churchill’s warning (quoted here 
in “A World View,” November 18): “An ap-
peaser is one who feeds the crocodile hoping it 
will eat him last.” The Brits promptly closed the 
Iranian embassy. This episode is signiýcant for 
a reason other than the assertion of democratic 
self-respect. There is little doubt that the Irani-
ans attacked the Brit embassy because targeting 
Iranôs central bank ð unlike the soft Obama 
sanctions ð will really damage Iran. 

Thus the stage was dramatically set in the 
U.S. Senate last week for two Senators, who 
understand the futility of Obama’s Iran policy, 
to urge a bi-partisan amendment to the Defense 
Appropriations bill that would change U.S. 
policy so as to sanction any entity dealing with 
Iran’s central bank. I feel a connection to both 

senators.
Bob Menendez was mayor of the town 

where I grew up, Union City, N.J., a scrappy 
working-class city bordering Sinatraland. I have 
previously commended the feisty Menendez 
(“A World View,” June 26, 2009) for correcting 
Obama’s apology-ridden history of the Middle 
East. Mark Kirk, a reserve Navy Intel ofýcer, 
was my congressman and is now my senator; 
I count myself as a major supporter and donor 
for him.

Obama sent two pussyfooting State De-
partment hacks, plus Treasury Secretary Geith-
ner, to the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee to work out a compromise amendment with 
the two Senators that would give the President 
waiver powers in the event oil prices spiked to 
Iranôs beneýt. The two senators agreed to the 
compromise. 
Obama is Rebuked by a Unanimous Senate

What happened next proved indelibly that 
Obama remains determined to feed the alliga-
tors. Obama ordered his hacks to renege on their 
support for the compromise amendment. The 
senators were livid.

Menendez said, “Now you come in here 
and vitiate that agreement. You should have said 
we want no amendment. Everything you have 
said in your testimony undermines your opposi-
tion to this amendment. The clock is ticking. If 
the Europeans are considering an embargo on 
Iranian reýned petrol imports [another measure 
opposed by Obama], we shouldn’t be leading 
form behind, we should be leading forward.” 

The next day, the Kirk-Menendez amend-
ment passed the Senate by a vote of 100 to 0! 
There could hardly be a more decisive rebuke 
of Obama’s Iran policy. 

A World View: US Senate Rebukes Obama�s Iran Policy 100-0

competing teams on their knowledge of history, 
arts, literature, current events, math and science in 
front of a live studio audience. 

“The Challenge” includes 192 high schools 
from the entire tri-state area ð Long Island (with 
Nassau and Suffolk as two distinct regions), the 
Bronx, Brooklyn, Westchester/Lower Hudson 
Valley, New Jersey and Connecticut. This season, 
Long Island will be represented by 32 high schools 
from Nassau County and 32 high schools from 
Suffolk County. A new match-up can been seen 

every Sunday through Friday at 6:30 p.m. on MSG 
Varsity, Cablevision’s iO TV, Channel 14. 

Participating schools advance through a se-
ries of elimination rounds, with one school in 
each region being crowned regional champion 
and winning $2,500 for their school. The winning 
teams from each region go on to “The Challenge” 
Championship, where they square off in a Tri-
State Showdown. The school awarded the title of 
Tri-State Champion will receive $10,000 in prize 
money and each student participating in the ýnal 
“Challenge” Championship game will receive 
$500.

For more information, visit www.msgvarsity.
com.

Fox Lane Wins
Continued from Page 2




