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UJA Westchester Makes the
Hollday s Brighter

Scarsdale Residents Contribute

Gi s for Children Served by WJCS

L to r: Scarsdale residents Suzanne Seiden, Alllson Strassberg Linda Plattus,
Caryl Orlando, Caren Greenhouse and Nina Ross

About 50 women gathered recently at the
home of Scarsdale resident Linda Plattus to en-
joy lunch and contribute holiday gifts for children
served by Westchester Jewish Community Servic-
es (WJCS).

AWJCS Board member, Plattus has organized
these luncheons for seven years and the generous

collected for the annual WJCS Have-a-Heart fo
the Holidays Gift Drive.

The items will be distributed to families ir
need served by WJCS, which sponsors more thar
70 programs throughout Westchester. WJCS wel-
comes donations of items all year long. To donate
goods or funds, contact Meryl Lewis at 914-761-

0600 ext. 222. For more information about WJCS
visit www.wjcs.com.

donations of Scarsdale families have helped fulyll
holiday wishes. At this year’s luncheon, nearly 150
toys and more than $1,800 in gift certiycates were

L to r: Riley Meltz, Billie Eichel and Drew Siegel of Scarsdale take a break from arts and crafts

The UJA Federation of New York’s Scars-
dale, White Plains and Harrison-Purchase com-
munities recently made the holidays brighter
for many others.

The UJA-NY Scarsdale and Harrison/Pur-
chase communities visited the Henry Ittleson
Center, a Bronx-based residential treatment
center and school run by the Jewish Board of
Family and Children’s Services (JBFCS), a
UJA-Federation beneyciary agency, which
helps children aged 5 to 13 who have emotional
disabilities or have experienced trauma.

The event, which took place on December
11, was part of the Gift of Chanukah, a pro-
gram during which UJA-Federation communi-

ties in Westchester share the holiday spirit by
collecting and distributing gifts and celebrating
at parties with agency clients. Guests brought
gift cards to Target that were distributed to the
kids as holiday gifts. The event was chaired by
Jennifer Fischer, Jennifer Goldfarb, and llissa
Siegel of Scarsdale and Sue Pearson and Ilysa
Rosmarin of Purchase.

Seniors at Kittay House were visited by
UJA Federation of NY White Plains, who col-
lected and distributed gifts and celebrating at
parties with senior residents. The event was
chaired by Ann and Sandy Zisser of White
Plains and Liz and Jim Weingast of New Ro-
chelle.

Friends of Westchester County Parks
& Con Edlson Save Blcycle Sundays

Friends gf
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L to r: Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino, FWCP Board of Trustees Chairman Liz
Bracken-Thompson and Con Edison Director of Westchester Public Affairs Sandy Miller

See story on Page 4
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BID Awarded $500K

L to r: Mayor Noam Bramson, BID Director Ralph DiBart and President Mark Jerome and Assemblywoman Amy Paulin

are joined by other New Rochelle and BID ofycials, as well as community activists, for the announcement of the Main Street Grant

The New Rochelle Business Improvement
District (BID) and the City of New Rochelle re-
cently announced the receipt of a $500,000 New
York State Main Street Grant.

The grant will fund the BID’s award-win-
ning Fagade Improvement Program and enable
the continued restoration of historically signiy-
cant buildings in the downtown. The 2011 Main
Street Grant was secured through the support
and assistance of elected ofycials at multiple
levels of government, including New York State
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin.

“New Rochelle’s Downtown has a distin-
guished architectural past, which is fortunately
being preserved as we restore the many historic
buildings lining Main Street through our BID
Facade Program,” said BID Chairman Marc Je-
rome. “The New York State Main Street Grant

will enable the continued funding of this effort,
which is a key component in our comprehensive
strategy for further economic revitalization.”

This is the third NYS Main Street grant
for the BID. This matching grant program has
facilitated facade restorations of buildings rep-
resenting more than 75 storefronts through the
BID’s Facade Improvement Program and, in
buildings with vacant upper poor space, helped
create more than 40 artist work studios through
the BID’s Artist Spaces Program.

The announcement was held in front of one
of the BID’s latest projects, 514-518 Main St.,
the former Palace Shoe Store now home to Ba-
by’s Outlet. After working with the owner of the
Palace to restore this long-vacant historic build-
ing, the BID also helped convince the owners of
Baby’s Outlet to acquire the building and move

their business to Main Street.

With the new grant funding, the BID plans
to assist additional downtown properties repre-
senting more than 50 storefronts. Furthermore,
the grant will enable the BID to create a new
pedestrian space on a vacant city-owned parcel
in the downtown.

“The BID’s Fagade Improvement Program
has already restored the historic charm and char-
acter of many distinctive buildings in downtown
New Rochelle and contributed signiycantly
to our business climate,” said New Rochelle
Mayor Noam Bramson. “This new round of in-
vestment comes at just the right time and will be
instrumental in strengthening New Rochelle’s
local economy.”

Paulin said, “I am very excited for the peo-
ple of New Rochelle. Receiving this grant rec-

ognizes the success of the New Rochelle Down-
town BID. Thank you to everyone who worked
so diligently to reinvigorate the downtown area
by creating economic opportunities and beauti-
ycation efforts that will help this city grow and
prosper in the years ahead.”

BID Executive Director Ralph DiBart con-
cluded, “The many owners who have invested
in their properties and businesses in order to
revitalize our downtown for the New Rochelle
community are the real heroes. It is because of
their hard work that, despite the severe current
recession, we continue to see new businesses
and restaurants opening and private investment
continuing to increase in downtown New Ro-
chelle.”

For more information on the BID, visit
www.newrochelledowntown.com.

Santa and Rotary Elves Visit
Eastchester Child Development Center

The Eastchester Rotary Club hosted a
great holiday party for more than 40 children
enrolled in the Eastchester Child Development
Center (ECDC) in Tuckahoe on December 13.

Pictured above are (I to r) Santa, Alan
Benedict, Nancy Russell (daughter of longtime
Rotarian Bob Russell) and Vidia Cordero, the
center’s director, enjoying the children’s reac-
tions to the jolly old elf’s visit.
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Each child received a girt of a beautiful
new picture book and enjoyed fancy cupcakes.
Christmas caroling led my Dale Walker con-
cluded the Rotary Club’s visit to the ECDC.

Singing for the Holiday’s
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Students from Our Lady of Good Counsel High School in White Plains recently sang
Christmas carols at the tree lighting at Ferncliff Cemetery in Hartsdale.
Pictured above are (front row, | to r) Jennifer Celebrados, Monica Rodriguez and
Katherine Tobin and (back row, | to r) Choir Director Gary Cushing, Natalie Kowalski,
Michelle Patricio, Diana Edwarads and Alexis Castilloo

TERESA'S BAKERY & CAFE
"The Sweetest Place on Earth"

CAKES * PASTRIES * CUPCAKES * COOKIES * BROWNIES * BISCOTTI * PIES
§ ITALIAN ICES * ICE CREAM * CANDY * COFFEE * CAPPUCCINO * SOUP * PANINI

Dessert Catering & Sweet Gift Baskets for all Occasions

23 Mill Road - Eastchester, NY 10709
(914) 472-3825 email: TeresaBakeryCafe@aol.com

“One bite of our cannoli & you'll be hooked!"

New Kitchens A Baths A Wall Units

REFACING

SHOWROOM
Open M-T-Th-F-Sat: 9a-5p
Other hours by appt.
401 Ward Ave

Mamaroneck NY
License: WC05441-H93

_OR-

REMODELING

Green Kitchens on Sale

Don’t Pay Extra to Protect Your Health
No Formaldehyde
A

0% VOCs
A

Non-Solvent Based Stains
www.DreamWorkKitchens.com

K 1 T € HE N s
Bathrooms & Fine Cabinetry

914-777-0437

Serving Westchester A New York City A SW Connecticut

FREE Showroom
Consultation

Paul & Liz Bookbinder
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Hudson Chorale Accepting New
Members in January

Hudson Chorale Music Director Michael Conley (standing) leading a rehearsal

Hudson Chorale is welcoming new mem-
bers in preparation for the second concert of its
2011-2012 performing season.

Singers in all voice parts (S, A, T, B) are in-
vited to join Westchester’s largest mixed-voice
choral group for an exciting May 5, 2012 con-
cert. It will feature the Westchester premiere of
the “Mass in D” by John Knowles Paine. This
stunning and rarely performed Civil War-era
masterpiece dates from 1867 and is considered
Americals yrst large-scale work for chorus and
orchestra.

The chorus’s goal is to provide both audi-
ence members and singers with the best pos-
sible experience in choral singing; its repertoire
will range from the great masterpieces to con-
temporary compositions. Singers looking for a
new or additional choral family are encouraged
to consider the Hudson Chorale.

Michael Conley is the Music Director of the

Hudson Chorale. Conley enjoys a multi-faceted
career as a conductor, composer, pianist, organ-
ist and singer. In addition to serving as Music
Director of the Hudson Chorale, Conley is the
Music Director of the West Village Chorale and
Judson Memorial Church in Manhattan and is
the Director of the High School Chorus at the
Dalton School in New York City.

Rehearsals for the upcoming season will
begin on Monday, January 9, 2012 from 7:30
to 10 p.m. and will take place on subsequent
Monday evenings at the Scarborough Preshy-
terian Church, located at 655 Scarborough Rd.
Scarborough. “Singer-friendly” auditions will
be held on Monday, January 9, 2012, prior to
rehearsal by appointment.

For more information or to schedule an
audition, contact Jeanne Wygant at JeanneW-
ygant@optonline.net or 914-478-0074 or visit
www.HudsonChorale.org.

Tuckahoe Man Spreads Holiday
Cheer to Disadvantaged Children

On Tuesday November 29, Marc Pintel of
Tuckahoe held a beneyt dinner for three local
charities offering holiday cheer to disadvantaged
children.

Cerebral Palsy of Westchester, The Guilda’s
Club and The Coachman Family were honored
at Roma’s Restaurant in Tuckahoe for a night of
holiday joy. Pintel organized the dinner, gave out
gifts to the children and presented three personal
checks to the charities to help the homeless and ill
children these charities serve.

Pintel chooses charities every year and holds
a personal beneyt to show his gratitude for the
work that these local non-proyt agencies do. fil
chose Cerebral Palsy of Westchester because it
personally touches my heart,” said Pintel. “I have
a developmentally disabled child and I know the
hardship and struggle to care for him on a daily
basis. | may not be the richest, or the most suc-
cessful man but any contribution | can make dur-
ing the holidays means the world to me.”
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Guitar Center Opens In
Yonkers’ Ridge Hill

The guitar wall at the new Guitar Center Ridge Hill

Guitar Center recently opened a new retail
location in Yonkers.

Guitar Center Ridge Hill’s opening will
delivers vast product selection, along with the
unparalleled knowledge and experience of its
dedicated staff. To celebrate the opening, Gui-
tar Center hosted a Grand Opening Weekend
featuring exclusive savings, gear giveaways
and free events tailored to local musicians.

Guitar Center’s newest location features
well-equipped showrooms with the latest prod-
ucts for the musician, from guitars, ampliyers,
percussion instruments and keyboards to live
sound, DJ, lighting and recording equipment.
The store alsos feature GC Garage, offering
on-site guitar repair services.

Throughout the opening month, musi-
cians can test drive the GC Garage, with a
free restring or 50% off your yrst setup on any
stringed instrument (strings and parts not in-
cluded).

Building on their ongoing initiatives de-
signed to educate and inspire artists nation-
wide, Guitar Center Ridge Hill offered unique
opportunities for musicians to craft their skills,
maintain their instruments and experience
many aspects of the music industry yrst hand.
Musicians interested in learning about all as-
pects of the industry were able to interact and
pick the brains of several industry leaders.

Ridge Hill shoppers will also be able
to enjoy Guitar Center’s new multi-channel
“endless aisle,” with multiple combinations of
shopping options to conveniently choose from
not only the Ridge Hill inventory, but also the

more than $400 million in gear Guitar Centel
has to offer nationwide. Consumers can com:
bine a myriad number of in-store, online anc
phone options to purchase music equipmen
from anywhere, allowing for a completely per-
sonalized and endlessly convenient shopping
experience for every customer.

In addition to special programs at the
store, each year Guitar Center offers nation:
wide programs designed to spearhead creativ-
ity and highlight the nation’s most promising
undiscovered talent. Yonkers area resident:
will now be able to participate in these ongoing
national events from their hometown:

Your Next Record gives artists a chance
to record with some of the top recording artist:
in the country, including legendary guitaris
Slash, country superstar Keith Urban and rock
icon Travis Barker;

Guitar Center On-Stage gives undiscov:
ered bands the opportunity to compete agains
their peers for a chance to share a stage witt
their idols — the most recent On-Stage compe:
tition featured Jane’s Addiction; and

Guitar Center’s Drum-Off and King of the
Blues are national competitions that highligh
local talent from across the country, giving
them widespread exposure and the chance ftc
win incredible prize packages.

Guitar Center Ridge Hill is open sever
days a week. Store hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sat
urday and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday. For more
information, call 914-963-2949 or visit www
GuitarCenter.com.

New Rochelle Public Library

Learn How to Lead a Stress-Free Life

“Learn How to Live a Stress-Free Life...
Easily and Effortlessly” is the subject of a free
presentation in the Ossie Davis Theater at the
New Rochelle Public Library on Thursday, Jan-
uary 5 from 7 to 8:30 pm.

Wendy Packer R.N., certiyed consulting
hypnotist and author of “Are You In a Care-giv-
ing Relationship and Don’t Know It? Finding
a Balance of Loving and Caring” will provide
techniques and motivation to help participants
alleviate the impact of stressful situations and
relationships.

Packer recognizes that most people have
some kind of care-giving responsibilities and it
is often these obligations that cause tension and
anxiety. The program is being offered in con-
junction with World Hypnotism Day 2012.

Packer’s book and relaxation CDs will be
available for purchase, with 50% of all proceeds
donated to The Friends of the New Rochelle
Public Library. Registration is not required.

Three Kings Day

The joyous cultural traditions of Three
Kings Day, as passed down through generations
in Puerto Rico, Latin America and the Carib-
bean, will be celebrated at the New Rochelle
Public Library on Friday, January 6 from 4 to
6:15 p.m. A BID Family Day event, this will be
the 24th annual Three Kings Day program at the
library.

This year, the Three Kings will visit the li-
brary, bearing gifts for the children, who may
have their pictures taken with the colorfully-
garbed Magi in front of a festive backdrop. As
music plays, everyone will have a chance to
sample Rosca de Reyes, the traditional Three
Kings Bread, and other refreshments. Families
can also decorate mini pifiatas to take home.

This free holiday celebration for the entire
family is a BID Family Days program, which is
made possible through a partnership of the New
Rochelle Downtown BID with the New Ro-
chelle Public Library, the City School District
and PTA Council and the Department of Parks
& Recreation.

Davis Announces Plans for Swearing
In Ceremony and Inaugural Ball

The Friends of Ernie F
Davis and the Ernie Davis [
Inaugural Committee have
announced the arrange-
ments for the induction
of Mount Vernon’s 21st
mayor, Ernest D. Davis.

The public is invited
to join them for the of-
ycial Swearing In Cere-
mony on Sunday, January
1, 2012 from 4 to 6 p.m.
at the Macedonia Baptist

Vernon. A reception will
immediately follow in the
Rotunda of Mount Vernor
City Hall located at One
Roosevelt Square.

On Saturday, January
14, 2012, Davis will host
a formal Inaugural Ball
at the Surf Club, locatec
at 280 Davenport Ave. in
New Rochelle. Tickets
are $200 per person anc
reserved tables for ten are

Church, located at 141
South Ninth Ave. in Mount

Mt. Vernon Mayor-Elect Ernie Davis

priced at $2,000.

Ebony Hillbillies Perform at
the Warner Library

The Ebony Hillbillies will perform at the
Warner Library, located at 121 North Broadway
in Tarrytown, on Saturday, January 7, 2012 at
2:30 p.m.

The Ebony Hillbillies are not only one of the
last black string bands in America, but they are
the only string band based in NYC. Consisting
of yddle, banjo, washboard and bass yddle, they
have successfully created a following that has
crossed over to audiences in pop, country, blue-

grass, folk, jazz and beyond, while maintaining
their grassroots credibility.

Expect to hear “Granny Will Your Dog Bite”
and a particularly edgy interpretation of “Cluck
Old Hen,” along with a couple of originals and the
old folk song, “Shenandoah.”

This free concert is funded by the Friends of
the Warner Library. For more information, call
914-631-7734 or visit www.WarnerLibrary.org.
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In Your Backyard

Westchester Rising Drop Locations

Rye Rising Drop Locations

Port Chester Town Hall 222 Grace Church Street Port Chester
Vending Box-Train Station Platform Port Chester
Port Chester Diner 317 Post Rd Port Chester
Rye YMCA 21 Locust Ave Rye
Damiano Rec Center 281 Midland Ave Rye
Rye Arts Center 51 Milton Rd Rye
Dockside Deli 615 Milton Rd Rye
Vending Box-Train Station Platform Rye
Rye Library 1061 Post Rd Rye
Upper Crust Bagel 20 Purchase St Rye
Chase 73 Purchase St Rye
Rockledge Deli & Flower 280 Purchase St Rye
Vending Box-Post Ofpce 41 Purdy St Rye
Rye Ridge D’Agostino’s Rye Ridge Shopping Center Rye Brook
Hudson City Savings Bank 115 South Ridge St Rye Brook
Lenny’s Bagels 200 South Ridge St Rye Brook
Pelham Rising
Richard J. Daronco Town House 20  5th Ave Pelham
Pelham Cafe 138 5th Ave Pelham
Marcello’s Pizza 33  5thAve Pelham
Pelham Arts Center 155 5th Ave Pelham
Renaissance Bagel 309 5th Ave Pelham
Pelham Library 530 Colonial Ave Pelham
Vending Box-Train Station Platform Pelham
Sound View Rising
Larchmont Senior Center 119 Larchmont Ave Larchmont
Larchmont Public Library 121 Larchmont Ave Larchmont
The Corner Store 1906 Palmer Ave Larchmont
Larchmont Train Station Platform Larchmont
Wells Fargo 2065 Post Rd Larchmont
Futterman’s Stationery 2096 Post Rd Larchmont
Mamaroneck Diner 405 East Post Rd Mamaroneck
Wells Fargo 219 Mamaroneck Ave Mamaroneck
Cafe Mozart 308 Mamaroneck Ave Mamaroneck
Quick Pick Lotto 328 Mamaroneck Ave Mamaroneck
Sal’s Pizzeria 316 Mamaroneck Ave Mamaroneck
Hudson City Savings Bank 360 Mamaroneck Ave Mamaroneck
Sarah Newman Center 845 Palmer Ave Mamaroneck
Mamaroneck Train Station Platform Mamaroneck
Mamaroneck Public Library 136 Prospect Ave Mamaroneck
Mamaroneck Senior Center 740 West Post Rd Mamaroneck
Avalon 255 Huguenot St New Rochelle
New Rochelle Library 1 Library Plaza New Rochelle
Community Action Program 95 Lincoln Ave New Rochelle
Sound Shore Medical Ctr. 150 Lockwood Ave New Rochelle
Chase 489 Main St New Rochelle
New Rochelle Train Station Platform New Rochelle
WVOX 1 Broadcast Plz New Rochelle
Mount Vernon Rising
Mt. Vernon Armory 5th Ave Mt. Vernon
Mt. Vernon Police 2 Roosevelt Square Mt. Vernon
Mt. Vernon City Hall 1 Roosevelt Square Mt. Vernon
Mt. Vernon City Library 28 S. First Ave Mt. Vernon
Food Town 31 East Prospect Ave Mt. Vernon
Padaminas Cafe & Pizzeria 117 Gramatan Ave Mt. Vernon
Fleetwood Deli 525 Gramatan Ave Mt. Vernon
Vending Box-Corner Gramatan/Birch St Mt. Vernon
Mt Vernon Hospital 12 North 7th Ave Mt. Vernon
Eastchester Rising
Bronxville Women’s Center 135 Midland Ave Bronxville
Bronxville Village Hall 200 Pondpeld Rd Bronxville
Bronxville Library 201 Pondpeld Rd Bronxville
Crestwood Lunch 301 Columbus Ave Eastchester
Crestwood Pizza 286 Columbus Ave Eastchester
First Stop Cafe 3 Fisher Ave Eastchester
Eastchester Town Hall 40 Mill Rd Eastchester
Eastchester Library 11 Oakridge St Eastchester
Odyssey Diner 2047 Post Rd Eastchester
Corner Store 230 Main St Eastchester
C-Town 777 White Plains Rd Eastchester
Tuckahoe Library 21 Columbus Ave Tuckahoe
Wells Fargo Bank 50 Main St Tuckahoe
Tuckahoe Village Hall 65 Main St Tuckahoe
Scarsdale Bagels 52 Garth Rd Scarsdale
Wells Fargo Bank 24 Chase Rd Scarsdale
Decicco’s 58 Village Pkwy Scarsdale
Harrison Rising
Richard Halperin Memorial Library 2 Bruce Ave Harrison
Trotta’s Pharmacy 5 Halstead Ave Harrison
Food City 5 Halstead Ave Harrison
Harrison Community Center 216 Halstead Ave Harrison
Harrison Post Ofpce 258 Halstead Ave Harrison
Belle Dry Cleaners 285 Halstead Ave Harrison
Butler Brothers 295 Halstead Ave Harrison
Bagelicious 379 Halstead Ave Harrison
Harrison Station Vending Box Halstead/Purdy St Harrison
Sollazzo Center 270 Harrison Ave Harrison
Harrison Town Hall 1 Heineman Place Harrison
West Harrison Library 1 Lake St W. Harrison
Silver Lake Pizza 79 Lake St W. Harrison
Donahue’s 121 Lake St W. Harrison
The Jottery 7 Taylor Sq W. Harrison
Silver Lake Cafe 17 Taylor Sq W. Harrison

Food Emporium

1885 Pleasantiville Road

Briarcliff Manor

Dobbs Ferry Library 55 Main St Dobbs Ferry
Dobbs Diner 434 Broadway Dobbs Ferry
A&P 103 Knollwood Road Greenburgh
A&P 369 Tarrytown Road Greenburgh
Pathmark 371 N. Central Avenue Hartsdale
Citibank 65 Main St Hastings
Food Emporium 87 Main St Hastings
Hastings Library 7 Maple Ave Hastings
Vending Box-Train Station 134 Southside Ave Hastings
Ossining Senior Center 95 Broadway Ossining
Ossining Library 51 Croton Ossining
C-Town 100 Croton Ave Ossining
A&P 575 Boston Post Road Port Chester
Pathmark 130 Midland Avenue Port Chester
A&P 1366 Main Street Shrub Oak
Mahopac National Bank 49 Beekman Ave Sleepy Hollow
Phelps Memorial 704 North Broadway Sleepy Hollow
Tarrytown Public Library 121 North Broadway Tarrytown
A&P 610 Columbus Avenue Thornwood
Westchester Medical Center 95 Grasslands Rd Valhalla
Vending Box-AT&T Bldg 440 Hamilton Ave/North Broadway White Plains
Theodore Young Comm. Center 32 Manhattan Ave White Plains
White Plains Library 100 Martine Ave White Plains
Vending Box Martin Luther King/Main St White Plains
Vending Box Martine Ave/Court St White Plains
Vending Box-Post Ofpce 585 North Broadway White Plains
Vending Box-White Plains Diner 50 Westchester Ave (Mall) White Plains
A&P 100 Triangle Shopping Center Yorktown
Food Emporium 345 Downing Drive Yorktown

North Castle Rising

North Castle Diner
Food Emporium
North Castle Library
Armonk Town Hall

720 N. Broadway

450 Main St

19 Whippoorwill Rd. E.
15 Bedford Rd

North White Plains
North Castle
Armonk

Armonk

Serv

Graduations

Marine Corps Pfc. James M. Hannon, son of
Regina and David Hannon of Yonkers, recently
completed 12 weeks of basic training at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S. C, designed
to challenge new Marine recruits both physically
and mentally.

Hannon and other recruits received instruc-
tion on the Marine Corps’ core values — honor,
courage and commitment, and what the core values
mean in guiding personal and professional conduct
0 as well as physical ytness and classroom learn-
ing.

Hannon and fellow recruits ended the train-
ing phase with The Crucible, a 54-hour, team
evolution culminating in an emotional ceremony
in which recruits are presented the Marine Corps
Emblem and addressed as fiMarineso for the yrst
time in their careers.

Navy Seaman Apprentice Gregory M. Spruell,
a 2009 graduate of Lincoln High School in Yon-
kers recently completed U.S. Navy basic training
at Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, IlI.

During the eight-week program, Spruell
completed a variety of training which included
classroom study and practical instruction on naval
customs, yrst aid, yreyghting, water safety and

ntry

survival, and shipboard and aircraft safety. An em-
phasis was also placed on physical ytness.

The capstone event of boot camp is Battle
Stations. This exercise gives recruits the skills and
conydence they need to succeed in the peet and
galvanizes the basic warrior attributes of sacriyce,
dedication, teamwork and endurance.

Reenlistments

Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the Adju-
tant General, announced the recent reenlistment of
members of the New York Army National Guard
in recognition of their continuing commitment to
serve community, state and nation as part of the
Army National Guard.

Specialist Paul Pizzola from Mahopac has re-
enlisted to continue service with the Company B,
2-108th Infantry.

Sergeant Justice Bracero from Peekskill has
reenlisted to continue service with the Company A,
101st Signal Battalion.

“Over the past 3 years the New York Army
National Guard has come from far below autho-
rized strength to 100 percent strength,” Murphy
said in remarks to the force. “Our priority is to
provide ready forces for both state and federal
missions and readiness starts with maintaining our
strength.”

Friends of Westchester County Parks
& Con Edison Save Bicycle Sundays

Since 1974, Westchester County residents
have been enjoying the popular Bicycle Sundays
program which opens a 6.5-mile stretch of the his-
toric Bronx River Parkway to bicyclists and other
non-motorized users on a series of Sundays each
year. Public funding for the program was eliminat-
ed from the Westchester County budget that was
adopted last week by the Board of Legislators,
leaving the future of the program in doubt.

However, fans of Bicycle Sundays can breathe
a sigh of relief as Friends of Westchester County
Parks (FWCP) announced it has teamed up with
Con Edison in a public/private partnership to save
the program. A donation of $20,000 by Con Edi-
son will be matched with $20,000 from Friends of
Westchester County Parks to pay for Westchester
County’s most popular parks program.

County Executive Robert P. Astorino was
on hand for the announcement, which was made
overlooking the Bronx River Parkway outside
the Westchester County Center. “I want to thank
Friends of Parks and Con Edison for their partner-
ship in developing a new ynancial model that will
save taxpayer dollars and allow us to roll Bicycle
Sundays, a Westchester tradition for three decades,
into the future,” said Astorino.

He was joined by FWCP Board of Trustees
Chairman Liz Bracken-Thompson, Con Edison
Director of Westchester Public Affairs Sandy
Miller, FWCP Executive Director Joseph Stout,
FWCP Board and Westchester County Parks Com-
missioner Kathleen O’Connor.

“This is a great example of how private sector
businesses can work with government to continue

important programs, even with the budgetary con-
straints we’re facing,” said Bracken-Thompson.
“Bicycle Sundays are extremely popular. Recog-
nizing this, Friends of Parks made a commitment
to save the program. We reached out to the corpo-
rate community and we are extremely pleased that
Con Edison joined us as our partner.”

Bicycle Sundays attract 60,000 participants
on weekend dates in May, June and September,
except Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends,
annually. The event runs through six municipali-
ties: White Plains, Hartsdale/Greenburgh, Scars-
dale, Eastchester, Tuckahoe and Yonkers.

Miller, who is also a member of the FWCP
Board of Trustees, said quality-of-life issues are
very important to the company: “We have a long-
standing tradition of committing to programs that
affect the social vitality of the people in our ser-
vice areas. Bicycle Sundays do just that — pro-
vide healthy fun for young and old from across
the county.”

FWCP is the only organization dedicated ex-
clusively to promoting and supporting Westchester
County parks. FWCP, which is governed by a
Board of Trustees, secures and administers private
funds that support the mission of the Westchester
County Department of Parks, Recreation and
Conservation. Funds raised through membership
fees and donations are used for the sole beneyt of
Westchester’s parks. All donations are tax deduct-
ible.

For more information, visit www.friendsof-
westchesterparks.com.

New Year s Eve Dinner and
Dancing at Massa Scarsdale

Dine, drink and dance at Massa’ Scarsdale to
ring in the New Year!

Celebrate with family and friends while
feasting on authentic Italian dishes paired with
the restaurantés yne wines and seasonal signature
cocktails. The new winter menu, plus special chef
additions, will be available.

Reservations suggested and the last seating
will take place at 8 p.m. Dance the night away
with a live DJ starting at 10 p.m. Massa’ is located
at 2 Weaver St. in Scarsdale.

For more information or to make reserva-
tions, call 914-472-4600 or visit www.massas-
carsdale.com.

‘A Tree Grows In Pleasantville’

Westchester’s top movers and shakers will
join Event Co-Chairs Marcia Appel, Kathy Gold-
berg, Rachel Rader and Wendi Winshall for “A
Tree Grows in Pleasantville,” the 100th Birthday
Celebration of and beneyt for Jewish Child Care
Association’s (JCCA) The Cottage Schools.

The year 2012 marks the 100th birthday of
JCCA’s Pleasantville Campus, where “cottage
style” residential living was pioneered in this coun-
try. This event kicks off a year-long celebration as

JCCA commemorates 100 years of caring for vul-
nerable children and looks to the next century of
providing support to those who need it most.

Over the last six years, this event has raised
more than $1.5 million to provide core essentials to
the vulnerable youth of The Cottage Schools.

“A Tree Grows in Pleasantville” will be held
on Saturday, January 7, 2012 from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. at Temple Beth EI of Northern Westchester,
located at 220 South Bedford Rd. in Chappaqua.






