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Is Frosty From Westchester?

Frosty the Snowman returns home with
a parade in Armonk on December 10

By Dan Murphy

One of the fun holiday events in
Westchester every year is the Frosty Day in the
Town of North Castle. What I recently learned
is that Frosty the Snowman’s hometown is in
Armonk right here in Westchester.

Located in the Town of North Castle, Ar-
monk is the hometown of Frosty the Snowman,
its Historic District being the “Village Square”
mentioned in the song’s lyrics where Frosty
dared the children to “catch me if you can.”

During this time of the December holi-
days, where several religions are symbolized in
civic and educational settings, Frosty remains a
symbol of the fun and excitement of the winter

season. Says Ed Woodyard, a long-time orga-
nizer of the town-wide holiday event, “Frosty
reminds people of the magic to be found during
this time of year, for young and old alike.”

“The only thing that Frosty believes in,”
continues Woodyard, “is kids.”

The lyricist of the winter holiday classic,
Steve Nelson, was a frequent visitor to Armonk
after World War 1l from his home in nearby
White Plains, NY. In 1950, he wrote the song’s
lyrics which he put to Jack Rollins’ music; it
was the same year that he was looking for land
in Armonk on which to build his new home.
Gene Autry recorded the song that year, mak-
ing it an instant classic, following his earlier
one of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”

Remembers life-long resident and Town
Board member Becky Kittredge, “It was pret-
ty much common knowledge that Mr. Nelson
had Armonk in mind when he wrote the song.
Matter of fact, the trafyc cop in the song who
hollered “Stop!” to Frosty was said to be based
on the town’s former chief of police, John Her-
genhan.”

Two years later, Steve Nelson moved his
young family to Armonk, where he lived for the
rest of his life until his death in 1981. In 1957,
“Frosty the Snowman” was recorded again by
Perry Como, solidifying it as a perennial song
of the season. This success was followed by an
animated version in 1969, now seen annually
on television.

Nelson’s former neighbor, Susan Geffen,
recalls, “My family was neighbors of the Nel-
sons for years. We lived across the street from
each other. Every year, Steve Nelson would
put up a large Frosty in the front yard of their
house. Everyone knew that this was the home
of Frosty the Snowman.”

Everyone is invited to participate in the fun
and the parade. Saturday, December 10 in Ar-
monk, New York promises to be, according to
Frosty, a day full of “thumpety thump thump.”

See Page 10 for complete Frosty Day details

Free Arts Day 2011

See gingerbread houses and much more during Free Arts Day
all throughout Westchester this weekend

ArtsWestchester Board of Trustees Presi-
dent Joseph Oates has announced that Free
Arts Day will take place on Sunday, December
4 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (times vary accord-
ing to sites). Free Arts Day is made possible by
ArtsWestchester and its afyliates and is spon-
sored by the JPMorgan Chase Foundation.
Residents may also obtain complete Free Arts

Day schedule of events by visiting www.artsw.
org/free arts day.

As with past years, residents will enjoy free
admission to historic sites (elegantly festooned
for the holidays), free admission to museums,
free ylms, free concerts and free art-making
workshops for the entire family. Just in time
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Je Bridges Tours Greyston

Activistand Academy Award-winning actor
Jeff Bridges took a tour of the Greyston Foun-
dation last week. The tour was led by Greyston
Founder and world-renowned Zen Buddhist
teacher Bernie Glassman, whose friendship
with Bridges brought him to Greyston.

Bridges has been a student of Glassman’s

L to r: Greyston member Bruce B. Maitri, Director of Pathmaking Dail Moses-Taylor,
Jeff Bridges and Greyston Founder Bernie Glassman

for more than 10 years. He is an active sup-
porter of Glassman’s other organization, Zen
Peacemakers, and is leading a fundraising effort
“Heads for Peace.” Bridges has personally cre-
ated 108 ceramic heads that are sponsored, or
leased, by individuals who share the intention to
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There are 950,400 veterans living in New
York State. According to the Westchester Coun-
ty Veterans Service Agency, 80,000 veterans of
all wars, including the current Middle East con-
pict, live in Westchester County.

The second annual inter-hospice county-
wide breakfast, “For Those Who Have Served,”
recently commemorated \eterans Recogni-
tion Month and honored Westchester County
residents who have served in the United States
Armed Forces. Nearly 200 people attended
the breakfast, which was co-sponsored by

Westchester County Hospices
Host Breakfast for VVeterans

L to r: Susan Hoffner, RN from Phelps Hospice, HPCW Vice President for Hospice
Rose Rosenberg, Cornelia Shimert of Visiting Nurse Association, Renee Levesque of
Jansen Hospice, HPCW Executive Director Mary K. Spengler, Laura Hanlon from
Jansen Hospice, Hospice Community Representative William Dawe and
(seated) 103-year-old Al Gibson, the oldest attending veteran

Westchester County’s hospice organizations
— Hospice & Palliative Care of Westchester
(HPCW), Hospice Care in Westchester and Put-
nam, Jansen Hospice and Palliative Care and
Phelps Hospice.

After HPCW Hospice Community Rep-
resentative and Community Relations Liaison
William Dawe welcomed the guests, an in-
vocation by Hospice Chaplain Rev. Suzanne
Hope Graham followed. Presenters included
Westchester Ofyce of Veterands Affairs Direc-
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2012

By Dan Murphy

For the yrst time in New Yorkés history, lo-
cal governments and school districts will have
a limit, or tax cap, on the amount of additional
funds they can ask the taxpayers in the form of
property tax increases.

The long talked about and heralded two
percent tax cap is now in the hands of the may-
or’s, supervisors, councils and school boards to
try and come up with budgets that comply with
the tax cap without cutting or eliminating ser-
vices too deeply. A local summit was held on
the Sound Shore to discuss the tax cap and its
impact on local school districts. For a full story
on the summit, see “School Quality May Drop
Under 2% Tax Cap” on Page 3.

The tax cap budget challenge becomes
even more difycult when you consider that the
state didn’t agree to pick up any of the man-
dates imposed by Albany in order to help local
governments and school boards live within the
two percent yearly spending increase. Medicaid
mandates for county government to pay, contri-
butions to the state pension fund for local retired
employees for all local governments and yearly
increases to pay for health insurance for civil
servants are the three biggest mandate burdens,
all of which will test local governments ability
to live under the tax cap.

Some local governments have to pass a
budget by yearts end for their 2012 yscal year
with the two percent tax cap. In Greenburgh,

Supervisor Paul Feiner has presented a 2012

e Year of the
Tax Cap Budget Challenge

budget that complies with the cap. Two budgets,
one for Greenburgh and the other for the unin-
corporated part of the town and its villages, total
$82.2 Million and have a two percent increase to
the tax levy, the total amount of property taxes
collected by a local government in a year.

While the increased tax levy is two percent,
the actual tax increase will be 3.4 percent. The
tax rate differs from the tax levy due to changes
in assessed property values and the exclusion
from the calculation of pension increases more
than two percent.

“The 2012 proposed budget complies with
the State tax levy cap approved by the governor
and members of the New York State Legislature
earlier this year,” said Feiner. “Unlike many
communities around the state that have or are
expected to overturn the cap, | want Greenburgh
to operate within the state’s guidelines. The pro-
posed tax hikes are also below the inpation rate
of 3.9 percent.”

Feiner has proposed fewer town employ-
ees if the unions representing those employees
will not agree to concessions. “One reason there
will be fewer employees working for the town
in 2012 is our continuing policy of not ylling
most vacated positions,” Feiner explained. “In
addition, skyrocketing beneyt costs are forcing
the town to lay off approximately a half dozen
current employees. Beneyts add approximately
40 percent in costs beyond employee salaries,
approximately 50 percent for each police ofy-
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Senator Klein Calls on State to Restore
Foreclosure Counseling Funding

State Senator Jeff
Kleinwas recently joined
by state and local ofy-
cials, as well as dozens
of New York homeown-
ers and advocacy groups,
to push for the inclusion
of new foreclosure coun-
seling and legal defense
funding in next year’s
budget.

Klein unveiled re-
cent data showing that
more than 1,800 New
York City homeowners
have just received no-
tice that they will have
to spend the holiday
season yghting foreclo-
sure without a advocate
working on their behalf.
These foreclosures alone
could cost the city more than $18 million in
lost tax revenue and property value.

“Preventing foreclosures not only keeps
hard-working New Yorkers in their homes
now, but saves our neighborhoods from dev-
astating ripple effects later,” Klein said. “Prop-
erty values go down, crime goes up and our
tax base shrinks with every boarded-up home
in our community. We know that this will be
another tough budget year — that’s why we’re
starting this discussion early in order to help
protect our neighborhoods and preserve the
American Dream across New York.”

The funding, made possible through the

State Senator Jeff Klein

NYS Homes and Com-
munity Renewal Agency,
would continue programs
that have serviced more
than 80,000 New York-
ers, saved more than
14,000 homes and pre-
vented more than $1.9
billion in lost property
value and property tax
revenue during the past
two years. The programs
have previously been
funded with a two-year
allotment of $47 million
in the 2009-2010 and
2010-2011 budgets. No
funding was included in
the ynal budget last year.

Advocates are seek-
ing a $25 million appro-
priation in the upcoming
2012-2013 budget. Without the renewal of this
funding, foreclosure prevention programs will
be forced to cut 70 percent of their staff and
reduce their ability to serve clients by 76 per-
cent, according to the Empire Justice Center.
Additionally, studies have shown that crime in-
creases and property values go down in neigh-
borhoods that have a foreclosed home on their
block.

More than 250,000 homes across New
York State are either in foreclosure or are about
to be foreclosed upon, according to the Empire
Justice Center.

Westchester Choral Society
Concerts

“Messiah Sing”

Come sing and enjoy the Annual “Messiah
Sing,” hosted by the Westchester Choral Soci-
ety (WCS), on Sunday, December 11 at 3 p.m.
at the Music Conservatory of Westchester, lo-
cated at 216 Central Ave. in White Plains.

Admission is $10 and includes refresh-
ments.

Holiday Concert featuring Rye Neck HS
Chorus

A Holiday Concert of seasonal carols and
songs, centered around Marc-Antoine Charpen-
tier’s “Messe de Minuit pour Noel” and includ-

ing many of your favorite Christmas and Chanu-
kah selections, will be performed by WCS and
members of the Rye Neck High School Chorus,
under the direction of Frank Nemhauser.

The concert is being held on Sunday, De-
cember 4 at 3 p.m. at Rye Presbyterian Church,
located at 882 Boston Post Rd. in Rye, and will
conclude with a spirited audience sing-along.
Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for students and
children and may be purchased at the door.

For more information on these two con-
certs, visit www.westchesterchoralsociety.org.

Heart disease is the leading cause of
death among American women.

Tanya Dutta, M.D.

to fighting it.

cardiovascular practice.

914-909-6900

Cardiology
Cardiothoracic Surgery
Transplant

Vascular Surgery

Atrium Laser Vein Center

Linda Cuomo, M.D.

Meet three specialists dedicated

As women and cardiologists, Drs. Tanya Dutta, Linda
Cuomo and Dina Katz bring unique experience and
talents as members of the region’s largest multi-specialty

Westchester Heart & Vascular.
At the heart of care, and where you are.

westchesterheartandvascular.com

Dina Katz, M.D.

Westchester

MEDICAL CENTER

HEART & VASCULAR
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Intergenerational

anksgiving

Luncheon at Hommocks MS

Certiyed nursing assistant Gloria Badia, looks on as sixth grade students
Skyler Lesser-Roy and Lissette Caquis visit with resident Mary Osso
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Larchmont resident Lauren Kroell, a sixth grade student, and Mae Maiuzzo, a resident at
Sarah Neuman Center, bond while discussing why redheads have so much fun

The well-known adage “sharing is caring”
was appropriately applied to a beautiful after-
noon on November 17, when elder residents
from the Sarah Neuman Center for Healthcare
and Rehabilitation shared a delicious Pre-
Thanksgiving luncheon with students at the
Hommocks Middle School in Larchmont.

The Student Council and Service Club
members served as waiters and waitresses while
dishing up an unforgettable Thanksgiving meal
catered by Boston Market, which included all
of the trimmings. Lively entertainment was pro-

vided by the students of Hommaocks chorus and
jazz band during the festivities at the school’s
longstanding holiday-tradition luncheon.
“Seniors are more knowledgeable than
anyone | know,” said eighth grader Gillian
Sweeney. “Some of the people | met today
fought in wars and were telling me their stories.
I am so thankful for them and glad to see my
generation coming together with theirs.”
Volunteer and Friend of Sarah Neuman
Dorothy Sunshine said, “I was so impressed
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OBSESSION JEWELERS
914-337-9170

One Day Only
50% Off

All Pearl Jewelry!

Our Annual

Pearl Show and Sale
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Wholesaler “Ding L5u” on premises
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Free gift with every purchase.
With Coupon - 1 per customer %#\L

Receive a pair of pearl earrings valued at $65
with a purchase of $100 or more
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