
Iona College students recently joined more 
than 300 volunteers at St. Augustine’s Church 
in Larchmont to help complete the packing of 
more than 1,100 holiday care packages.

The packages contained food, clothing, 
books and other personal items that were col-
lected on behalf of Operation: Support Our 
Troops, which shipped them to U.S. military 

personnel stationed overseas. The packages will 
arrive in time for the holidays.

In late October, Iona students joined in the 
effort to help Operation: Support Our Troops 
with its initiative, “Operation: Cram the Van.” 
It was one of the events tied to the inauguration 
of Dr. Joseph Nyre as Iona’s new president, in 

Danielle Schoen, a senior at John Jay High 
School, raced excitedly through the aisles at 
National Wholesale Liquidators ýlling up the 
three carts provided by store manager Rivander 
Singh with toys, electronics, clothes, sports 
equipment and stuffed animals for ten young 
boys who reside at The Children’s Village, a 

foster care facility in Dobbs Ferry.
Schoen has been a school-based mentor for 

the boys in the Rose Cottage at The Children’s 
Village for a year and a half. She visits with the 
boys every Tuesday to read and play games with 
them. This year, she decided that she was go-

Westchester Medical Center recently an-
nounced that Ophthalmologic Surgeon Dr. Ger-
ald W. Zaidman, director of the Department of 
Ophthalmology, has performed his 3,000th cor-
neal transplant procedure at the medical center 
earlier this week.

Zaidman, a nationally recognized Oph-
thalmologic Surgeon and authority on pediat-
ric corneal transplants, performed the complex 
procedure on December 1 on a three year old 
girl from Bayside who was born with a dermoid 
cyst on her cornea.

“Sight, through donated corneas, is a very 
generous gift,” said Zaidman. “With the help of 
the New York Eye Bank for Sight Restoration, 
we have been able to provide the gift of sight 
to many people over the years. We also have a 
very dedicated and experienced team of doctors, 
nurses, technicians and transplant coordinators 
here at Westchester Medical Center, which is 
why we have such outstanding results with both 
pediatric and adult cornea transplants.”

The cornea is the clear front window of 
the eye that covers the colored iris and the pu-
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Danielle Schoen (center) with National Wholesale Liquitator’s Delbert Gumbs (left)
and Store Manager Ravinder Singh

Dr. Gerald W. Zaidman

Yonkers Welcomes the Saw 
Mill River to Downtown�Chanukah on Ice�

By Dan Murphy
The City of Yonkers celebrated some good 

news this week, with the opening celebration of 
the Saw Mill River at Larkin Plaza in downtown.

Deputy Mayor Bill Regan called the river 
“one of the greatest projects in the city’s history,” 
which was made possible by a partnership of all 
parts of government, both parties of elected of-
ýcials and community organizations, all working 
towards the same goal; to bring a river back to 
downtown Yonkers that was covered 90 years 
ago.

County Executive Rob Astorino congratulat-
ed Mayor Phil Amicone and the city, as did Wil-
liam Janeway of the NYS Department of Environ-

mental Conservation (DEC), Aimee Vargas from 
Empire State Development and John Filippeli 
from the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). Grants from both the DEC and EPA helped 
make the daylighting possible. 

But this was truly a day for Yonkers, and the 
people who pushed this river out from under the 
concrete of the parking lot it laid under. Yonkers 
Waterfront Development Director Jim Pinto led 
the effort to uncover the river. The project kicked 
off on December 15, 2010 and the ceremony was 
held this week on December 6, meaning that Pin-
to had completed the ýrst part of the daylighitng 
project, to actually uncover the river, in just 51 

Chabad of Briarcliff-Ossining recently 
announced its plans for this year’s Chanukah 
event.

Chanukah is an eight-day holiday when 
Jews around the world celebrate their religious 
freedom, commemorating the victory over the 
ancient Greeks in the Holy Land. A Menorah, 
an eight-branched candelabra, is lit every night 
of Chanukah. It is also a time for families to get 
together and celebrate.

There will be a giant Ice Menorah carved 
out of ice as well as a ýre juggler on the ice. 
Rabbi Dovid Labkowski of Chabad of Briarc-
liff-Ossining has come up with an innovative 
way to celebrate Chanukah. It incorporates ice 
skating, Jewish music and kosher food. It is an 

event which promises to be an exciting one for 
all ages. Attendees will have an opportunity to 
choose from a variety of Chanukah activities, 
listen to Jewish music and skate with a large ice 
Menorah in the center of the rink that will be 
lit.

“Chanukah on Ice” will take place on 
Sunday, December 25 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the 
Westchester Skating Academy, located at 91 
Fairview Park Dr. in Elmsford. Admission is 
$10 per person in advance or $13 at the door and 
includes skate rental, skating and all activities. 
Admission is $5 for non-skaters.

For more information and to RSVP, call 
Chabad at 914-923-2522 or visit www.Chabad 
Briarcliff.com.

Menachem Labkowski (age 7) lighting the traditional Menorah
A view of the river, complete with waterfall, from the top of the

Riverfront Library — the area to the left of the river will be the site of a
riverfront park, sitting areas and walkways, to be completed this summer

Rabbi Labkowski addressing attendees the “Chanukah On Ice” ice skating party held in 2007
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Iona College students who helped pack the Operation: Support Our Troops
holiday packages included (l to r) Meaghan Haskell, Ashley Wynne, Maureen Cummins,

Danielle Beck, Brendan Hall and another student.
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VISIT SANTA AT
CROSS COUNTY 
SHOPPING CENTER

NOW THROUGH 
DECEMBER 24, NEAR GAP

Receive a
FREE GIFT
when you 
visit Santa!

SANTA HOURS:
Monday – Saturday .... 11AM-8PM
Sundays ................... 12PM-6PM
Christmas Eve ............9AM – 6PM

Break Times Vary.

Located at the Crossroads of the 
NY State Thruway and Cross County 

Parkway in Yonkers.

914.968.9570 | crosscountycenter.com
Facebook.com/CrossCountyShoppingCenter

Twitter.com/ShopCrossCounty
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Mayor Tom Roach with Honoree Major General David S. Elmo

White Plains Rotary President Neil Connelly, Esq., Go Visible PR’s Harriet Lerner, Event Co-
Chair and Interior Designer Georgene Mongarella and Event Co-Chair Bill Fishman, Esq.

On Thursday, November 17, the White Plains 
Rotary Club observed Veterans’ Day by producing 
an extraordinarily successful fundraiser.

An unprecedented amount was raised to sup-
port military families. The event attracted more 
than 200 guests at the Westchester Renaissance 
Hotel in West Harrison. Past president Georgene 
Mongarella and Bill Fishman, Esq. co-chaired the 
evening, which honored Major General David S. 
Elmo.

The leading sponsors, known as Medal of Hon-
or sponsors, were Westchester Bank, Westchester 

Magazine and Wells Fargo/The Bronzo Group. 
The principal recipient of the event was Base 
Camp Westchester, which helps homeless veterans 
become independent members of society, working 
with programs for homeless veterans. Awards were 
presented by President Neil Connelly, Esq., Fish-
man and Mongarella.

As a highlight of the evening, Mongarella 
praised Elmo, saying, ñthis veteran exempliýes 
in his life and career the objectives of the Rotary 
Foundation, earning the highest award for service, 
the Paul Harris award.”

White Plains Rotary Fundraiser Lawrence Hospital Receives Donation 
from Swarovski at Cross County

L to r: Corss County Shopping Center’s Liz Pollack, Jeff Shey and Charles Ferguson with 
Lawrence Hospital Center CEO Edward Dinan and Vivian Jordan of Swarovski

Swarovski, one of the stores at the new reno-
vated Cross County Shopping Center, recently 
presented a $2,500 check to Lawrence Hospital 
Center in Bronxville. The hospital held a shopping 
evening at the store during the Cross County’s Re-
Launch Celebration Week in October.

The Cross County opened in 1954 as one 
of the nationôs ýrst open-air retail venues and is 
considered one of Westchester County’s retail 
landmarks. Located in one of the most enviable 
locations in suburban New York, Cross County 

Shopping Center has recently been transformed 
into a modern, inviting destination.

Shoppers and visitors will enjoy fresh new 
retail offerings from Swarovski to AX Armani Ex-
change to bebe and more, beautifully landscaped 
outdoor gardens and family-oriented amenities and 
features, including free parking.

Cross County Shopping Center is owned by 
Brooks Shopping Centers LLC and managed by 
Macerich. For more information, visit www.Cross 
CountyCenter.com.

Miriam�s Attic Celebrates  
3rd Anniversary

Make Miriam’s Attic your shopping des-
tination for the holidays and join them as it 
celebrates its 3rd Anniversary!

Join us every Tuesday in December, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Miriam’s Attic, The Os-
born’s resale shop, to celebrate. Shoppers 
will enjoy festive treats and special discounts 
throughout December as we thank all of our 
supporters for another wonderful year!

Miriam’s Attic, which is staffed by volun-
teers, is open to the public every Tuesday year-
round and features quality furniture, household 
and kitchen items, women’s jewelry, scarves, 
handbags and much, much more.

Miriam’s Attic opened in December 2008 
to beneýt The Osbornôs Charity Care Program, 
which serves those who move to The Osborn 
with little or no ability to pay for their stay, 
as well as those who have outlived their re-
sources due to illness or advanced age. The 
Charity Care Program also enables members 
of the community with little or no ability to 
pay for their care to receive services from Os-
born Home Care.

To make a donation or for more informa-
tion, contact Susan Olson at 914925-8372 or  
solson@theosborn.org. 




