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By Heidi Sickles
County Executive Rob Astorino, speaking 

at the December 20 meeting of the Local Sum-
mit of Larchmont and Mamaroneck, laid out his 
thoughts on his current budget proposal and other 
issues impacting Westchester, including the im-
passe with the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) on the 2009 affordable hous-
ing settlement.

In Astorino’s view, county and other govern-
ment expenses have far exceeded taxpayer ability 
to pay, which has made the deýnition of ñessential 
services” critical. As an example of this process, 
he mentioned Playland, which currently runs at a 
signiýcant deýcit, as a county offering that is nice, 
but not essential. Even essential services such as 
child care, however, are potential targets for re-
structuring and increased cost sharing. Astorino 
contends that the budget he presented on Novem-
ber 13 manages to hold the line at no county prop-
erty tax increase for the second year in a row while 
preserving essential services.

He hopes to accomplish this without signiý-
cant layoffs in the county workforce, although that 
is ultimately up to union leadership. Saying that 
the county’s biggest issue is its cost of labor, As-
torino made the case that the salary and beneýts 
of county employees have become so imbalanced 
compared to the county’s private sector workers 
that the people paying the tax tab can no longer 
afford it.

According to his ýgures, the average coun-
ty employee earns $71,000 per year, with fringe 
beneýts bringing that value up to $110,000. The 
average private employee working in Westchester 
earns $63,000, must contribute signiýcantly to 
health care and doesn’t always have a pension. 
The countyôs 500 CSEA workers currently do not 
pay any cost of their health care, but Astorino is 
seeking to change this with a cost-sharing deal 
similar to that negotiated with state employees.

Based on the reaction at his recent Town Hall 
meetings, he believes that most county employees 
understand the need for this, but added that union 
leadership so far has not been willing to bend. If 
an agreement is not reached, the budget must be 
balanced through layoffs and service cuts.

Astorino reþected that this type of hard deci-
sion making is occurring throughout the country, 
not just here. ñIt is a harsh reality,ò he said, ñbut 
we can no longer have government by ostrich, al-
ways counting on the economy to keep pace with 
our pension and healthcare expenses. We can’t 

pretend these problems are going away. Today, 
make no mistake, is when we have to deal with 
them.”

One bright spot for the county is our shrink-
ing unemployment rate. Currently at 6.2 percent, 
it is one of the lowest in the state. Economic de-
velopment is one of the County Executive’s bud-
get priorities, and he is also seeking ways to make 
county government more business friendly. Al-
though Astorino feels his administration has been 
successful at keeping businesses in the county, 
mentioning Pepsi Bottling in Somers and Atlas Air 
in Purchase as two success stories, he admits to 
needing to make the switch from playing defense 
to adopting more proactive strategies to entice 
companies to relocate to Westchester. He is par-
ticularly excited about the prospect of a ñbio techò 
corridor that is beginning to take shape in Mount 
Pleasant, Greenburgh and Yonkers.

Although the county budget is the hot topic, 
Astorino also took some time to explain his posi-
tion on the county’s settlement with HUD to create 
affordable housing units in designated communi-
ties where minorities were found to be underrepre-
sented in the 2000 census. Astorino contends that 
the government is seeking to impose requirements 

Presidential candidate Mitt Romney recently 
made a visit to Westchester for a fundraiser at the 
Bronxville Field Club.

At the $2,500-per-person event, Romney said 
that New Yorkôs 95 GOP delegates could matter in 
determining who will be the Republican challenger 
to President Barrack Obama. 

Romney had many republican supporters from 
Westchester in his 2008 Presidential race. The host 
committee for the event included no political big-
wigs, but many ýnance and Wall Street profession-
als whose connection with Romney date back to 
his own private equity career with Bain Capital. 

Since 1961, Hickory & Tweed has catered 
to the ski, snowboard, cycle and outdoor fashion 
needs of the tri-state area.

Now celebrating its 50th anniversary, the 
shop continues to grow and receive praise from 
the generations of customers it serves. Families as 
far away as Boston and Philadelphia travel to the 

shop year after year for a one-of-a-kind shopping 
experience.

Hickory & Tweed has received numerous 
industry awards throughout the past ýve decades, 
including the honor of being named the National 
Ski Shop of the Year in 2005 by Ski Magazine and 

Astorino Presents Views on 
Fiscal & HUD Challenges

Romney Visits Westchester

Hickory & Tweed Celebrates 50 Years

County Executive Rob Astorino

Republican Presidential candidate Mitt Romney

The original Hickory & Tweed storefront, circa 1961

Staff members stand in front of Hickory & Tweed Ski and Cycle Shop
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Santa arrived early this holiday season at 
the United Preschool Center in White Plains as 
the Harrison Police Department made a visit to 
some very special children with disabilities.

The students were overwhelmed with joy 
at the sight of Ofýcer Michael Walther as Santa 
and Ofýcers Carmine Gentile, Edward Arce 
and John Carney as his merry men.

The members of the HPD have been visit-
ing the pre-school for more than 20 years in the 
hopes of making the children’s holiday season 
just a little merrier. Even though the holidays 
are busy, the ofýcers make sure to ýnd time for 
their annual tradition.

Not only do these ofýcers volunteer their 
time on the day of Santa’s arrival, but they raise 
money beforehand to buy each child a gift from 
their individual wish list. Carney, who has been 
running this program for the last ýve years, 
commented on how it could not have been pos-
sible without the help of his fellow ofýcers and 
the community.

Each child received a personalized gift as 
recommended by the pre-school teaching staff. 
The children were delighted with their toys and 
thanked the Ofýcers with handmade cards from 
each of the ýve classrooms. 

Harrison Police O�cers Spread 
Holiday Cheer to Disabled Children
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Catholic Charities Archdiocese of NY Executive Director Monsignor Kevin Sullivan (left) 
and Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway President Timothy J. Rooney giving

a lucky child in need a Christmas present

Sullivan (2nd from left) with Catholic Charities employees and volunteers thank
Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway and it’s visitors for their generosity,

which made this year’s toy drive the most successful to date

Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway 
President Timothy J. Rooney teamed up with 
Catholic Charities once again to provide fami-
lies in need with a bit of warmth and some hol-
iday cheer through the casino’s Fourth Annual 
ñChristmas Spiritò Toy and Coat Drive.

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of New York Executive Director Monsignor 
Kevin Sullivan arrived at Empire City on 
Thursday, December 22, along with Catholic 
Charities Community Services Westchester 
and Putnam County Supervisor Karen Reyn-
olds and Sister Christine Hennessy, as well as 
Aisling Irish Community Center Executive 
Director Órla Kelleher, to receive the donation 
from Rooney and Empire City patrons to ben-
eýt families across the region.

During the week of December 11, Empire 
City patrons donated new, unwrapped toys and 
gently used coats. With the help of employees 
and community members, Empire City’s 2011 
Toy and Coat Drive was the most successful to 
date, collecting more than 600 toys and coats. 
A large surprise contribution of children’s 
toys was donated by California-based Jams, 
a family-owned promotional merchandising 
company. The items will be delivered to Cath-
olic Charities, where they will be dispersed to 
families in need.

ñItôs important that we remember what 
the Christmas season is truly celebrating,” said 
Rooney. ñWe must always remember to give to 
those in need. We provide our customers with 
an opportunity to give back and I am always 
astounded by their generosity. Together we 
have made a difference to hundreds of fami-
lies and we hope that our efforts will motivate 
others to do the same.”

ñI extend my sincerest thanks to Mr. Tim-
othy Rooney, Empire City Casino at Yonkers 
Raceway and all the generous donors who are 
helping us to provide help and create hope for 
our neighbors in need this Christmas season,” 
said Sullivan. ñThe burdens many are feel-
ing at this time of year can be overwhelm-
ing. Thanks to the commitment of wonderful 
partners like Empire City Casino at Yonkers 
Raceway, more than 600 of our neighbors will 
have a little lighter load to bear this Christmas. 
Because need has no season, it is my sincere 
hope that we may continue to partner with so 
many of good will in helping those who need 
our help throughout the year.”

Kelleher said, ñWe are most grateful to 
Empire City Casino for making such a gener-
ous donation of toys this Christmas to help out 
needy families in the community. Every child 
and adult deserves to have a happy memory of 
Christmas despite the ýnancial hardship they 
are suffering.”

Reynolds said, ñAt Catholic Charities, 
families often come to us in a time of crisis 
and it is our case managers who help strength-
en that family by providing help and creating 
hope. This donation will help spread that mes-
sage of hope. What a wonderful gift this is dur-

ing the Christmas season.”
Jams Vice President of Sales & Market-

ing Robert DeLaRosa said, ñJust like Yonkers 
Raceway, Jams is a family owned company 
and we know there are lots of families having a 
tough time right now. We are fortunate enough 
to work with people like Yonkers Raceway so 
when we heard they were having a toy drive, 
we called up our toy people and said, ‘Get a 
truck ready, Santa is coming a little early this 
year!’”

Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway 
features 5,300 slot machines, video roulette, 
and electronic craps tables, dining in Nonno’s 
Trattoria and in Empire Terrace Restaurant 
which overlooks the track for live harness rac-
ing. The multi-faceted Good Time Room is 
available for parties and special events for up 
to 500 guests. Empire City Casino at Yonkers 
Raceway is located at 810 Yonkers Ave. For 
more information, call 914-968-4200 or visit 
www.empirecitycasino.com.

600 Families in Need Receive
Holiday Cheer from Empire City 

The Westchester County Board of Legisla-
tors recently honored Priya Mohindra, a Yorktown 
High School student participating in the school’s 
science research program. Mohindra had been 
recently named as a regional ýnalist in the pres-
tigious Siemens Math, Science and Technology 
Competition.

Legislator Michael Kaplowitz, who repre-
sents Westchester County’s 4th Legislative Dis-
trict, where Mohindra lives with her parents and 
two younger siblings, presented a proclamation to 
the young student scientist in recognition of her 
achievement and announced that the board had de-
clared December 13, 2011 to be ñPriya Mohindra 
Day” in Westchester County.

ñThis remarkable student reminds us that the 
great innovations and discoveries of tomorrow will 
come from the young men and women who are be-
ing taught and inspired in our schools today,” said 
Kaplowitz. ñWe will be rooting for Priya in the 
Siemens competition and look forward to seeing 
where her ingenuity, hard work and determination 
take her in life.”

Mohindra is the only student in Westchester, 
Putnam and Rockland counties to be named a re-
gional Siemens ýnalist. In November, she present-
ed her research at Carnegie Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh.

ñI essentially created a new strategy to tar-
get cancer,” Mohindra told the legislators before 
thanking ñeveryone in Westchester,ò her parents, 
science research teacher at Yorktown High School 
and members of the radiology department at Me-
morial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center for help 
with her research.

In the hope of being able to detect cancer at 
cellular levels, Mohindra is working on utilizing 
Positron Emission Tomography (PET) imaging to 
create a database of various agents interacting with 
cells for faster diagnoses — which can potentially 
save lives.

The Siemens competition, administered an-
nually by the College Board, awards college schol-
arships to high school students involved in original 
math, science and technological research projects.

Yorktown Student Honored 
by County Board

County Legislator Michael Kaplowitz with Priya Mohindra
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