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Eastchester O cials Take Oaths

L to r: County Legislator Sheila Marcotte, Councilman Joe Dooley,
Town Clerk Linda Doherty, Councilman Glenn Bellitto, Supervisor ANthony S. Colavita,
Town Justices Janet Calano and Domenick Porco and Receiver of Taxes Rocco Cacciola

On Tuesday, January 3, Supervisor An-
thony S. Colavita, together with Town Coun-
cilmen Glenn Bellitto and Joe Dooley, Town
Clerk Linda Doherty, Receiver of Taxes Rocco
Cacciola and Town Justices Domenick Porco
and Janet Calano, were sworn into ofyce.

The Honorable Nicholas Colabella,
Westchester County Supreme Court Judge,
presided over the ceremony and led the swear-
ing in of attendees. Many family members, res-
idents and friends attended the event in support
of the newly installed slate.

Colavita enumerated an extensive list of
accomplishments and went on to cite an ex-
cellent tax record, despite sky rocketing state
mandates and plummeting revenues. Addi-
tionally, he indicated that the cornerstone of
his administration has been the participatory
role of the town’s citizenry and the open and
transparent form of government that has been
established.

Colavita said, “It is an honor and a privi-

lege to serve as your Supervisor and | will con-
tinue to work as hard as | can for the residents
of the Town of Eastchester and its two villages
and | will always do whatever is in the best
interest of our town.”

Bellitto pledged to continue his hard work
and determination to make Eastchester even
better. “I’m delighted that Eastchester vot-
ers have elected me to a four year term,” he
said. “I will continue to do everything I can to
maintain and to enhance Eastchester’s wonder-
ful quality of life, while keeping taxes down.
Always, | have the best interests of all East-
chester residents at heart.”

Dooley pledged to continue the initiatives
he has developed and reiterated, “I will always
put the best interests of Eastchester yrsté Al-
ways.”

Doherty, Cacciola, Porco and Calano also
reiterated their commitment to serve and rep-
resent everyone in the entire town and its two
villages with dignity and professionalism.

Federal Loan Program Helps
Elevation Burger Create Jobs

Congresswoman Nita Lowey (center) with Elevation Burger franchise owner
Daniel Magnus (far right) and the staff of his Rye Brook location

Congresswoman Nita Lowey was recently
joined by local business owner Daniel Magnus
to tout job-creating federal assistance for local
businesses and call for greater investment in
small business loan programs.

Magnus received a $1.3 million loan,
90% guarantee and fee waiver from the U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA), saving

$35,000 as he opens Elevation Burger franchis-
es in Rye Brook and Yonkers, which will create
dozens of local jobs.

“This public-private partnership is a great
example of how the federal government can
promote economic activity and job creation,”
said Lowey. “Helping Daniel Magnus secure

Continued on Page 7

whats inside

Kitchen & Bath Insider
Page 2

Real Estate is Booming...
in Cuba
Page 3

MLK Celebrations
Pages 3 & 8

In Your Backyard
Pages 2,3 &4

Seniors & Health Care
Page 5

Green Medallion Awards
Page 8

Governor Cuomo Comes to Westchester
to Outline a New New York Budget

Governor Andrew Cuomo highlighting his proposed budget at the Yonkers Riverfront Library

By Dan Murphy

Governor Andrew Cuomo came to
Westchester to highlight his proposed budget for
the yscal year, which begins on April 1. Cuomods
budget plan closes a $3.5 billion budget hole
without raising taxes, implementing new fees or
using any budget gimmicks.

“We have to make Albany work, and we
can’t do it by raising taxes,” said Cuomo. “There
is no more money from the taxpayers to pay for
the state of new York, period.”

Cuomo delivered his budget message at the
Yonkers Riverfront Library last week. The bud-
getalso includes major reforms to reduce the cost
of government for the taxpayers, like implement-
ing accountability in New York State schools and
by proposing pension reform for civil servants
on the local, county and state level, in the hopes
of reducing the skyrocketing cost of pensions on

local governments and school districts.

This is the second budget of Cuomo’s
Governorship and, for the second year, he has
proposed a budget which will eventually help
change New York State’s label — its currently
known as the “most dysfunctional” state govern-
ment in the country.

Last year’s legendary budget was much
more painful than this year6s. In 2011, the gov-
ernor and the legislature closed a $10 bhillion
shortfall without tax increases by cutting spend-
ing and capping future growth in education and
health care spending by the state. Cuomo’s vic-
tory in passing the 2011 budget set the stage for
continuing the progress back to yscal sanity in
the Empire State.

“The hard work we did last year to trans-
form the way our state spends money is paying

Continued on Page 7

Pelham Larks to Perform at

New Rochelle Library

The Pelham Larks

The Pelham Larks, a choral group of 23 love-
ly and talented women, will perform a delightful
program of songs about love and romance, along
with a few patriotic numbers in honor of Lin-
colnds Birthday, on Sunday, February 12 at 3 p.m.
at the New Rochelle Public Library (NRPL).

The Pelham Larks have been entertaining
audiences in Pelham and southern \Westchester
for more than 50 years. Founded in 1951, the
Larks were originally organized as an informal
singing group of the Pelham Junior League to
bring music, as a form of therapy, to hospitalized
patients. No longer an entity of the Junior League,

the Larks continue their tradition of community
service. They perform in a wide variety of set-
tings to audiences of all ages, sharing their close
harmony and exuberant songs with audiences of
all ages.

The Larks’ four-part harmony in acapella,
with piano accompaniment, is always a crowd-
pleaser for all ages. A donation of $2 for each
adult is suggested at the door, with seating on a
yrst-come, yrst-served basis, limited to the ca-
pacity of the library’s Ossie Davis Theater. For
more information, visit NRPL.org.

2011 Residential Real Estate Report

By the Westchester-Putnam Multiple Listing
Service

The surge of sales activity in 2010, result-
ing from the stimulus of the federal home buy-
ers tax credit program, failed to spill over into
2011.

Rather, in Westchester County last year,
as reported by realtor brokerages participating
in the Empire Access Multiple Listing Service,
the total 6,194 closed residential sales were
six percent fewer than in 2010. Single family
house sales were off by 4.4 percent, condo-
miniums by 10.9 percent and cooperatives by
8.5 percent.

Considering the fourth quarter of 2011
alone, there was a marked increase in the sales
volume for co-ops, which was up 20.1 percent
from last year, but the single family house sec-
tor continued to disappoint with a volume yver
percent below last year’s sales. Seasonally ad-
justed, the fourth quarter’s rate of overall resi-
dential sales was 4.9 percent slower than the
third quarter’s rate and, within the single fam-
ily house sector, 11 percent slower.

Prices trended downward, too. The fourth
quarter median sale price of a single family
house in Westchester was $525,000 8 8.9 per-
cent lower than a year ago — and the lowest
median for any quarter since 2002. Some of
that decrease in the median was attributable to
a fall-off in the proportion of high-end ($1 mil-
lion or more) sales which, accounted for only
13.7 percent of total sales, whereas 16 percent
or more has been the fourth quarter norm of the
past several years. Most of the decrease, how-
ever, was simply the result of weak demand
that prompted price concessions from sellers.

The largest fourth quarter price decrease
took place in the cooperative unit sector, where
the median sale price of a Westchester co-op
was $146,000, down 15.2 percent from a year
ago. But as noted above, the co-op sector also
enjoyed a large increase in the number of fourth
quarter sales, suggesting that this sector may
have ynally found the price points that gener-
ate trafyc.

That conjecture is bolstered by the fact that

Continued on Page 5
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2012 Winter/Spring Classes at RAC

Join the fun at the Rye Arts Center

The Rye Arts Center’s (RAC) winter/spring
semester of yne arts, media arts and music class-
es will begin the week of January 23.

There are plenty of classes and workshops
to choose from, for all ages and levels. High-
lights include: Classical Kids Music; Intro to
the Piano; Recycled Art; Digital Animation Us-
ing Blender; Making Music with Garageband;
Dream Art; Saturday Ceramics; Qil Painting for
Teens; Acting; Creative Writing; The Natural
\oice; and so much more!

Classes for adults include Exploring Acryl-
ics, Drawing for All Levels, Glass Sculpture,
Digital Photography/Photoshop, Ballet, Assem-

blage and more. In addition, special workshops
are planned to coincide with our new Gallery
exhibition focusing on Contemporary Portrai-
ture. Private instruction in both music and art is
also available.

The RAC is also offering arts classes dur-
ing the winter and spring school recess breaks.
Week-long classes in digital photography, draw-
ing/painting, ceramics and Manga cartooning are
available. Register now to reserve your child’s
spot in these fun and creative arts programs.

For more information, including detailed
course description, or to register, call 914-967-
0700 or visit RyeArtsCenter.org.

Kitchen & Bath Insider:
eres Arsenic in My Apple Juice!

By Paul Bookbinder, [
M.1.D., C.R. ;
eres lead in our

kid’s toys. And there’s
sulfur in our sheetrock.
God only knows what’s in
the cabinets. And yet we
keep importing products
and produce from that big
country in the east (name
withheld to protect our
economy).

So really, what’s the
big deal? Where’s the
harm in a little arsenic
— or lead, or hydrogen
sulyde gas & when you
can save a couple of bucks? Haven’t you heard?
We’re in a recession. Health is a small price to
pay when you’re talking about saving money.

But if you are concerned about avoiding the
perils of hazardous material exposure when eat-
ing, buying toys and homes or remodeling, you
must use your common sense (see Kitchen and
Bath Insider, “Common Sense, Priceless!”). The
best way to begin is by reading labels, assuming
you still can read after exposure to all those nox-
ious fumes. If not, have your BFF (Best Friend
Forever) read the label for you. If the product
does not have a label, ask the proprietor for a
Material Data Safety Sheet, which lists the prop-
erties (both harmful and inert) of the product.

And don’t be fooled by the bar code num-
ber. Urban Legend has it that the yrst two or
three digits of a product’s bar code number indi-

RYE
RISING

Proudly serving the City of Rye and Vicinity

-

Nick Sprayregen, Publisher
nsprayregen@risingmediagroup.com

Daniel J. Murphy, Editor-in-Chief
dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Andrew Tobia, Copy Editor/Staff Writer
atobia@risingmediagroup.com

Paul Gerken, Advertising Sales
pgerken@risingmediagroup.com

Gregory Baldwin, Administrative Asst.
gbaldwin@risingmediagroup.com

i Member of the New York
Press Association
914-965-4000
Fax 914-965-2892
25 Warburton Ave, Yonkers,
NY 10701

www.risingmediagroup.com

Rye Rising - USPS Permit # 474080
is published weekly by Rising Media Group, LLC
25 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10701
Periodicals Postage Paid Yonkers, New York
Postmaster send change of addresses to Rising
Media Group, LLC, 25 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers,
NY 10701

Paul Bookbinder

cate which country it was
made in. For example, la-
bels beginning with 690,
691, 692 or 695 originate
in China. However, addi-
tional research seems to
indicate that these digits
only refer to where a prod-
uct was shipped from. So
clever manufacturers are
able to manipulate the
system and ship from a
country other than where
the product was made.

In the remodeling in-
dustry, most cabinet and
countertop manufacturers
have been making a concerted effort to clean
up their act. Now you can purchase American
made cabinets that have little or no harmful in-
gredients, such as volatile organic compounds,
at very competitive prices; although they will
never be as inexpensive as cabinets made in
countries where the average hourly wage is less
than a (US) dollar.

Some of these same countries sell granite
counters with high levels of radon, a cancer
causing, radioactive gas. Just shut off the lights
and see them glow! But hey, they’re cheap!
Consider quartz composite countertops instead,
which are certiyed by various environmental
organizations as to their lack of harmful emis-
sions, or buy granite that has acceptable radon
emissions.

Now, I’m not saying that everything made
in America is great; in fact, some of our stuff
could stand a little room for improvement, but
at least there are some government standards to
adhere to. And I’m not saying that exposure to
some chemicals is all that bad. When | was an
Industrial Arts teacher, for many years | taught
both woodworking and printing. In print shop
we handled type that was made primarily of lead
and washed our hands with kerosene. Having
dinner with a friend (a product liability attor-
ney) the other day, | mentioned this and said it
didn’t seem to adversely affect me! Her reply
was, “think of what you could have been”!

So sit back, take a deep, formaldehyde
ylled breath and watch the kids sip arsenic laced
apple juice while putting their lead painted toys
in their mouths. It really doesn’t matter much
because the hydrogen sulyde gas coming from
the sheet rock will eventually kill you anyway.
Unless, of course, you decide to spend a couple
of extra bucks and buy safe products from a
country you can trust.

Paul Bookbinder, M.1.D., C.R., is president
of DreamWork Kitchens, Inc. located in Mama-
roneck. A Master of Design (Pratt Institute), and
E.P.A. Certiyed Remodeler, he serves on the Ad-
visory Panel of Remodeling Magazine. A mem-
ber of the National Kitchen & Bath Assoc., he is
also a contributor to Do It Yourself magazine.
He can be reached for questions at 914-777-
0437 or DreamWorkKitchens.com.
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School of the Holy Child Students
Display Artwork in Regional Art Show

School of the Holy Child students (I to r) Melanie Patapis,
Destini Beauregard and Danielle Riverso

Melanie Patapis’ “It’s all Greek to Me”

Artwork by School of the Holy
Child students Melanie Patapis, Des-
tini Beauregard and Danielle Riverso
is currently on display at the StArt Re-
gional High School Art Exhibition in
the OSilas Gallery at Concordia Col-
lege.

The annual exhibit showcases the
work of talented area high school art-
ists and, according to Holy Sister art
teacher Amanda Newberg, it, “provides
students with a forum for the commu-
nity to see and appreciate their work. It
also gives them a chance to show their
art outside of a school setting.”

Awards of Excellence were pre-
sented to student artists at Friday’s
opening reception. Patapis won for her
work, “It’s all Greek to Me.”

Works will be on display through
January 29. Gallery hours are Tuesday
to Friday from 12 to 5 p.m., Thursday
until 7:30 p.m. and Saturday and Sun-
day from 2to 5 p.m.

For more information, call 914-
967-5622 or visit HolyChildRye.org.

Judith Huntington Meets

with Congresswoman Lowey

:gﬁ"i

College of New Rochelle (CNR) President Judith Huntington (pictured above, right) recently
met with Congresswoman Nita Lowey at her ofyce in White Plains.

Huntington and Lowey discussed issues affecting higher education, speciycally funding for
Pell Grants and other federal student ynancial aid programs. Each year, CNR awards $18.3
million of Pell Grants to students, primarily in the School of New Resources, School of Arts &
Sciences and School of Nursing.

In total, 85 percent of CNRis students receive some level of Pell funding on an annual basis.
For more information, visit CNR.edu.

o

A Tree Grows In Pleasantville

X

L to r: Beneyt Co-Chair Wendi Winshall, JCCA Board President Arthur Maslow,
Beneyt Co-Chair Rachel Rader, JCCA CEO Richard Altman and
Beneyt Co-Chairs Kathy Goldberg and Marcia Appel

Nearly 400 of Westchesterds top movers and
shakers turned out for “A Tree Grows in Pleas-
antville,” a cocktail party for Jewish Child Care
Association’s (JCCA) The Cottage Schools on
Saturday, January 7.

This year marks the 100th birthday of JC-
CA’s Pleasantville Campus, where “cottage style”
residential living was pioneered in this country.
The event kicked off “Paving the Way: The Cot-
tage Schools Brick Campaign.” This year’s event
raised more than $353,000. Over the last seven
years, the beneyt has raised more than $1.8 mil-
lion.

“All funds go directly to providing core es-
sentials to the vulnerable youth of The Cottages
Schools,” said JCCA CEO Richard Altman. “It
helps us offer vocational programs like our Jill
Goodman Cosmetology Center, hold senior
proms, take kids to Great Adventure and camping
trips and produce poetry slams, dances and plays.
Our donors’ generosity provides many things to
our at-risk children that other children take for
granted.”

For more information about “Paving The
Way: The Cottage Schools Brick Campaign,” e-
mail jcca@jccany.org. or visit JCCANY.org.
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Promotions

Major General Patrick A. Murphy, The Adju-
tant General for the State of New York, announced
the promotion of members of the New York Army
National Guard in recognition of their capabilities
for additional responsibility and leadership.

Tyrone Johnson from Mt Vernon, serving
with the 719th Transportation Company, is pro-
moted to the rank of Staff Sergeant.

Henry Wong from Cortlandt Manor, serving
with the Early Entry Element 369th Sustainment
Brigade, is promoted to the rank of Major.

Vincent Heintz from Mount Vernon, serv-
ing with the Headquarters and Support Company
42nd Infantry Division, is promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel.

Timothy Brogan from Peekskill, serving with
the Troop C 2-101 Cavalry (Reconnaissance, Sur-
veillance and Target Acquisition), is promoted to
the rank of Private.

ntry

Graduations

Navy Seaman Recruit George A. Moore,
son of Laura A. and Scott J. Moore of Hastings-
on-Hudson, recently completed U.S. Navy basic
training at Recruit Training Command, Great
Lakes, IlI.

During the eight-week program, Moore
completed a variety of training which included
classroom study and practical instruction on naval
customs, yrst aid, yreyghting, water safety and
survival and shipboard and aircraft safety. An em-
phasis was also placed on physical ytness.

The capstone event of boot camp is “Battle
Stations.” This exercise gives recruits the skills
and conydence they need to succeed in the peet.
“Battle Stations” is designed to galvanize basic
warrior attributes and the core values of Honor,
Courage and Commitment. Its distinctly “’Navy”
pavor was designed to take into account what it
means to be a Sailor.

Cuba e Real

You say you want a revolution? Well, here it
is; on November 11, 2011, the new and improved
Castro regime — purportedly lead by Fidel’s
brother Raul — instituted a policy allowing for
the sale and purchase of real property.

Previously, a Cuban citizen could own
property but did not have the right to sell it. As
such, properties have been held and maintained
by families for up to four generations but, as the
families grew in numbers, the rooms in a house
or apartment didn’t. Consequently, it is not un-
common for three to four generations to live
under one roof. That scenario sounds like a sit-
com just waiting to happen; fi22 1/2 Men,0 fi236s
Company,0 fi37 is Enough,0 iModern Familieso
— I’ll leave my agent’s number if Hollywood is
listening.

But seriously, what does this mean to the
investor, speculator, banker and realtor? I'm
glad you asked. In order to determine the poten-
tial emerging market, 1’ve sought the opinion of
various industry participants and asked each to
share their own unique perspective.

Does Century 21, with 8,000 branches in 71
countries, have any plans to open ofyces in Cuba
and/or the U.S. which would speciycally serve
clients who are interested in this new market?

fiC21 does not currently have plans to ex-
pand its presence onto the Cuban mainland or
market,” said Delphi Real Estate of Miami, Flor-
ida Owner Annia Garcia, who is of Cuban de-
scent. “Speculators from Italy, Canada and Spain
are, and have been, investing in the market for
some time now. American investors think Cuba

Estate Revolution

is beautiful but they are still scared that the gov-
ernment can take back properties if they wanted
to.”

On a different, but related, front, | think it
would be unfair to only consider the economic
and capitalistic aspects of this scenario. As such,
the feelings of the Cuban people should also be
considered as part of this equation. I’ve taken
the liberty to poll the average man in the street.
Cubans, by the way, have a 99.9 percent literacy
rate.

Leonardo, who is a Cuban citizen living in
the town of El Vedado, Havana, was asked his
opinion regarding potential U.S. buyers. Is it
“Yanqui go home” or does the average Cuban
welcome future American buyers? “We do not
have bad feelings against the Americans or any
other foreigners,” he said. “We do welcome any
help to our economy.”

Questions that remain: the owners of U.S.
properties that were expatriated by the govern-
ment in 1959 have yet to be compensated &
roughly $1.8 billion is owed. Will the Cuban
government offer reimbursements? And if so,
will the value be based on the 1959 market? Will
the compensation, if any, be retroactive? That’s
another Cuban crisis to be explored at a later
date.

Ultimately and in-short, until the embar-
go is fully lifted, U.S. citizens can not directly
purchase Cuban real estate. And if purchased
indirectly through third parties, it is as always,
“Caveat Emptor,” or in this case; “Precaucion al
Comprador.”

NOW OPEN

Tickets at amnh.org

Beyond Planet Earth: The Future of Space Exploration is organized by the American
Museum of Natural History, New York, (www.amnh.org), in collaboration with
MadaTech: the Israel National Museum of Science, Technology, & Space, Haifa, Israel.

Beyond Planet Earth is made possible through the sponsorship of

LOCKHEED MARTIN

Open daily
Central Park West at 79th Street And is proudly supported by Con Edison.
212-769-5100 (& conEdison
Major funding has been provided by 000/0X0/0000000000000T000000/0000000000000

Additional support is generously provided by Mary and David Solomon.

Presented with special thanks to NASA.

Rev. Forbes Wows MLK Celebrants
by Coating Message with Pizzazz

The Hommocks School 7th Grade Choir

Dr. Judy Silberstein

By Harold Wolfson

The Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Senior
Minister Emeritus of New York’s Riverside
Church, put on an audience-wowing demonstra-
tion of ecumenical stage wizardry at the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Celebration on January 11 that
will be long remembered.

A minister in the audience, from a different
church, said afterwards that Forbes intended to
“shake us up” and send his message in a way that
might be hard to forget.

On stage, Forbes whispered. He bellowed.
He wandered the huge Hommocks Middle School

Rev. Dr. James Forbes

stage like a rock star. He kneeled at the stage
edge, directly addressing newly minted Mama-
roneck Town Supervisor Nancy Seligson. He led
a responsive audience chant. He showed some
nice little stutter steps. He showed his middle
size bible. He read from his little pocket sized
bible. He delivered a secular message, followed
by a spiritual message. He brought up the Oc-
cupy movement, with its 99 percent, and the one
percent. He told how priests in Nigeria used a di-
vining chain to cure malaise. And he recited Har-
old Hill’s memorable “Music Man” monologue,

Continued on Page 6
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; Center
rAutism

Residential Habilitation Specialists
Community Home — 2nd Shift Positions
Our Pursuit of Excellence Never Ends...

Anderson Center for Autism provides the highest quality programs for children and adults
with autism and related developmental disabilities.

Our community based IRA program seeks individuals to work in our residential home
located in: Clinton Corners, Pine Plains and Stanfordville.

HS diploma/GED required. Associates/Bachelors preferred.
Must have a clean driver’s license.
Starting salary $10.84-$13.56/Hr depending on experience & education.

PINE PLAINS,
STANFORDVILLE,
CLINTON CORNERS
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Send resume and complete an application online:
www.AndersonCenterforAutism.org
Click on Contact Us; Click on Human Resources; Scroll to the bottom for application;
fill out the application and submit.

or by mail to Carol Weber at Anderson Center for Autism,
4885 Route 9, P.O. Box 367, Staatsburg, NY 12580
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Tomasula Studio

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tomasula Studio Photography
47 Larkin St. Unit #3
Stamford, CT 06907
203-602-8822

479 Hol1oay SPeQIAL

Book a Family or Senior Portrait Session for $79
and as a Grand Opening Holiday Gift Take 15% Off Your
Print or Package Order Total

Now Located in the Larkin Business Center
Building in Glenbrook Industrial Park

$78 Covers the Session Fee Only. Prints/Packages/Products are Priced Separately

we've MOVed

www.tomasulastudio.com
www.tomasulastudioseniors.com
dean@tomasulastudio.com
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In Your Backyard

Success in 2011 Leads to
E-Filing Expansion in 2012

In recognition of the
current success of elec-
tronic yling in Westchester
County, the Ofyce of
Court Administration has
expanded the mandatory
e-yling program.

“Over the last year,
electronic yling has prov-
en not only convenient for
our customers but also re-
liable and efycient,0 said
Westchester County Clerk
Timothy C. Idoni. “In ad-
dition, electronic yling
beneyts all county taxpay-
ers as it eliminates the cost

second in New York State,
after New York City, to
implement mandatory
electronic yling. fiElec-
tronic yling eliminates the
need for attorneys or their
support staff to travel to
our White Plains ofyce
and also signiycantly re-
duces reliance on paper,
making the yling process
more environmentally re-

sponsible.”

Currently all con-
tract, commercial and
tort actions must be

started electronically in

of storing physical records
and reduces the cost of re-
trieving records.”

The New York State Courts Electronic Fil-
ing System (NYSCEF) allows court papers to
be both yled and served from the convenience
of the ylerts home or ofyce. The system is also
used by the Ofyce of the Westchester County
Clerk to review papers and route them, when
necessary, to the court. The system is then used
by the court staff to process, review and take ac-
tion on ylings. In addition to being an electronic
yling system, NYSCEF provides online access
to case yles from any location with an internet
connection.

fiE-yling also helps to make our county a
little greener,0 said Idoni, whose ofyce was the

County Clerk Tim Idoni

the Westchester Supreme
Court. Beginning January
17, foreclosure and tax
certiorari proceedings are now also part of the
mandatory e-yling program.

“We encourage our foreclosure and tax cer-
tiorari ylers to sign up for a free training class by
visiting WestchesterClerk.com, where classes
are posted,” said Idoni.

With this latest expansion, all court actions
except matrimonial, election law, Article 78 and
mental hygiene, including Article 81 cases, must
be e-yled.

For more information on electronic yling in
Westchester County, call 914-995-3070 or visit
WestchesterClerk.com or NYCourts.gov.

New Rochelle BID Family Day
Make a Sweet Valentine Workshop

The Saturday, February 11New Rochelle
BID Family Day will feature a fabulous Val-
entine-making workshop at 1 p.m. in the Meet-
ing room of the New Rochelle Public Library
(NRPL).

Children in Pre-K through Grade 5 are in-
vited to create very sweet and special Valentine
for a family member, friend or teacher. The BID
workshop leaders and teen assistants will pro-

vide plenty of lace, ribbon, special paper and
sweets to let creativity soar. The program is free
and participation is on a yrst-come, yrst-served
basis during the two-hour session.

BID Family Days are made possible by a
partnership of the New Rochelle Downtown
BID with the NRPL, the City School District
and PTA Council and the Department of Parks
and Recreation.

WEDC Workshop on Attracting
Customers Via the Internet

The Women’s Enterprise Development
Center (WEDC) will offer a free workshop,
fiUsing the Internet to Attract More Customerso
on Thursday, February 9 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
in the Lobby Board Room of 1133 Westchester
Ave. in White Plains.

Attendees will learn, from A&E Advertis-
ingés Edison Guzman, how to create a proyt-

able internet marketing mix, including powerful
ways to generate leads in order to sell products
and services more easily.

Participants should come with questions in
hand! The workshop is free but pre-registration
is required. For more information or to register,
visit WEDCBiz.org.

Larchmont-Mamaroneck
Interfaith Council

The Larchmont-Mamaroneck Interfaith
Council will hold its next meeting on February
2 in the rectory meeting room of Sts. John and
Paul Church at 9:30 a.m.

Temple Israel New Rochelle Cantor Erik
Conzius will be joining us. One of his compo-

sitions has been premiered in 2010 at the Vati-
can. His topic will be “The Power of Music and
Prayer.” All are welcome. Refreshments will be
served.

For more information, call 914-632-7735.

Chicken Flick

Backyard

Chickens For All

Imagine your breakfast omelet made from
your own fresh, organic, Omega-rich eggs!

Come watch fiChicken Flick,0 a short yIm
made by local environmentalist ylmmakers
Nikki Coddington and Susan Rubin. You will
meet four Westchester County families who are
enjoying the fun and beneyts of raising chickens
in their own backyards.

After the ylm, ask questions of the ylm-
makers and a panel of local chicken owners. You
may walk away ready to take up this easier-than-
you-think, fun and proytable hobby yourself.

“Chicken Flick” was made by Codding-
ton and Rubin at the Jacob Burns Film Center
and Media Arts Lab on behalf of Transition
Westchester, a grassroots initiative that seeks to
build community resilience.

The screening and panel will be held, for
free, on Wednesday, February 8 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Greenburgh Nature Center, located at 99
Dromore Rd. in Scarsdale.

For more information, call 914-723-3470
or visit GreenburghNatureCenter.org.

Friends of the Harrison Library
Calls for New Members

Become a Friend of the Harrison Public Li-
brary and show your support and love for your
library.

In these days of budget cuts, the need is
greater than ever for members of the commu-
nity to step up and help us. You may volunteer as
much or as little as you want. Volunteer oppor-

tunities include planning programs, helping at
book sales, special events and library projects.
Friends of the Harrison Public Library, as
well as the library itself, is located at 2 Bruce
Ave. in Harrison. For more information, call
914-835-0324 or visit HarrisonPL.org.

Temple Israel s Follies Marks
Its 11th Year Of High Comedy

L to r: David Karlin, Robin Frankel and Lewis Goldman

If laughing at oneself is considered the
highest form of comedy, the thespians of New
Rochelle’s Temple Israel win the acclamation
with ease. They will offer, once again, their
tongue-in-cheek version of Temple activities
at a performance set for 8:15 p.m. on Saturday,
February 4.

This yearés event marks the 11th year
that these normally sober, solid Temple mem-
bers will let their hair down and skewer the
staff, clergy and their fellow members in “Les
Mishegos”(a Hebrew word roughly translated to
“crazy ones”). The show

is described by one of the producers, Bruce
Turkle, as a “satirical look at the origins of the
Temple’s revitalized early childhood program,

Kehillah, which provides educational services
for children as young as 6 months old.”

The program will be preceded by a Wine
and Cheese Reception at 7:15 p.m. and will be
followed by a dessert reception at 9:30. Tickets
are $40.

Producers of this year’s “Follies” are
Turkle, Marcia Nackenson, Nanette Sacks, Mi-
chael Richman and Beth Feldman. The show
was written by Burce and Matthew Turkle and
Feldman, with editorial input from Nackenson
and Sacks. The latter is also the show’s director,
and Richman is the musical director.

Temple Israel is located at 1000 Pine Brook
Blvd. in New Rochelle. For more information or
tickets, call 914-235-1800.

Katonah Art Center Serves
Comfort Food

Katonah Art Center (KAC) will host its
First Annual Chill Out Scholarship Fundraiser
on Sunday, February 12 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Participants will choose a pottery bowl (theirs to
keep) to yll with chili or macaroni and cheese.
All proceeds will go to the KAC scholarship
fund for underprivileged children.

“This is an easy and fun way to give back to
the community” said KAC Founder and Director
Loren Anderson. “And it’s a great way to keep
warm on a cold February evening. Personally,
I’ll be having the chili and can’t wait to pick out
a beautiful new bowl.”

The front lawn of the KAC will, weather

permitting, be transformed into an igloo and ice
sculpture garden created by artists — students
and instructors alike — of the KAC. Partici-
pants will be comforted by the warm food and
the knowledge that they’ll be helping others, all
while seeing this beautiful artist-created winter
wonderland.

Tickets to the event cost $15 for adults and
$10 for children. All funds will be contributed to
the KAC scholarship, which lets all children be
artists. Snowdate is February 18.

KAC is located at 131 Bedford Rd. in Kato-
nah. For more information or to buy tickets, call
914-232-4843 or visit KatonahArtCenter.com.

WMLKIJIN Presents Conference
for Youth and Law Enforcement

On Saturday, February 4 at Manhattanville
College, the Westchester Martin Luther King,
Jr. Institute for Nonviolence (WMLKJIN) will
present its annual youth conference, with this
year’s theme, “Accountability.”

Middle school and high school age youth,
and invited law enforcement professionals, will
disucss young people’s rights under the law and
their responsibilities to themselves and their
communities.

As we have done successfully in the past,
we will encourage respectful listening and hon-
est conversation among law enforcement profes-
sionals, youth and adults about their perceptions
of one another and their experiences. Workshops
will address the questions:

A How can each of us hold ourselves ac-
countable for our actions and our preconcep-
tions about others?

A How can we hold each other accountable
in respectful ways?

A As we strengthen relationships in our
communities, how can Dr. King’s vision of com-
munity guide us?

The WMLKIJIN is guided by Dr. King’s

faith in nonviolence and his vision that we can
strive for communities that resolve differences
fairly and respectfully, in ways that seek “justice
without violence.”

Young people (between the ages of 11 and
18) from throughout the county are invited to at-
tend with their group leaders, parents or caregiv-
ers, as are other adults who have an interest in the
future of our youth. Approximately 200 adults
and youth are expected to participate, includ-
ing groups from community centers, churches,
schools and homeless shelters. The morning will
conclude with entertainment.

This 13th annual conference in the series
“Ending Violence, Building Hope: Nonviolence
for Social Changeo will take place from 9:30
a.m. to 12 p.m. in Manhattanville Collegeds Reid
Castle, located at 2900 Purchase St. in Purchase.
Juice and light snacks will be included. A $5 do-
nation is requested, but no one will be turned
away.

For more information on WMLKJIN or the
conference, call 914-949-6555, e-mail info@
MLKWestchester.org or visit MLKWestchester.
org.

CNR Castle Gallery Presents
Film Series & Panel Discussion

The College of New Rochelle (CNR)
Castle Gallery Exhibit “(un)COMFORT (able)
ZONE: Repections on Home, Hearth, Memory
and Loss” will feature an artists’ panel in the
Romita Auditorium on Wednesday, February 15
from 6:45 to 8 p.m.

Featured artists are Ellie Krakow, Allison
Maletz and David McQueen, who will be me-
diated by exhibit curator Jennifer Zazo. A brief
reception will follow in Castle Gallery. In con-
junction with the exhibit, several ylms will also
be screened during the month of February. All
screenings will be free of charge and located on
the Main Campus of CNR.

The yIm shcedule is as follows:

Wednesday, February 1, 6:30 p.m., Castle
Gallery — “The Human Experience”;

Wednesday, February 8, 6:30 p.m., Castle
Gallery 6 short ylms by George Ferrandi, By-
ron Goto, Maria Buyondo and others; and

Sunday, February 19, 4:15 p.m., Romita
Auditorium — “The Human Experience”.

“The Human Experience” is shown cour-
tesy of Grass Roots Films. Film shorts are pre-
sented courtesy of the participating artists. The
exhibition is on display until February 19. Free
tours are available.

For more information, call 914-654-5423
or visit CNR.edu.
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Seniors and Health Care

Town of Eastchester
Senior Programs and Services

The Center at Lake Isle
Monday, February 6
9:30 Line Dancing, Theresa Kover
10:30 Council Ofycerts Meeting
12:15 Open Membership Council Meeting
1:00 Exercise, Linda Zeiss
1:15 Bob Moynihan, Musical Memories,
CDs & DVDs
Tuesday, February 7
8:30 Exercise, Grace Kulinski
9:30 Exercise, Patricia Marinello
10:30 Barbara OtHagan, Lawrence Home
Care, Provides Blood Pressure Screening
12:30 Guest Speakers and Special Interest
Programs
Wednesday, February 8
9:30 Tap Dancing, Paula Tarantino
9:30 Drawing, Stephanie Rocker
12:30 Mahjong with Miriam Roschell
12:30 Exercise, Evey Riccobono
12:30 Art Class, Betty Uses
12:30 Music/Drama, Walter Lindstrom
1:15 Bob Moynihan, Musical Memories
Thursday, February 9
9:00-1:00 College of Mount St. Vincentds
Nursing Students provide blood pressure screen-
ing, distribute medical information and updates
9:15 Country Western Dancing, Theresa
Kover
10:00 Yiddish Class

10:30 Hot Topics with MaryAnn Frusciante
12:30 Mahjong
12:30 Pokeno and Cards
Friday, February 10
8:30 Exercise Video
9:30 Lite Exercise, Mary Anne Scrobe
10:30 Spanish 11, Anita Marin
11:00 Gilda Press, Information & Conver-
sation
12:30 Bridge and Cards
12:30 Bob Moynihan, Musical Memories
The Center at Lake Isle is located at 660
White Plains Rd. at Eastchester. For more infor-
mation or transportation, call 914-337-0390.
The Garth Road Center
Wednesday, February 1
11:30 Hot Lunch Available, Reservations
Required
12:30 Bingo Bash
2:00 Exercise with Rowena: Lawrence Hos-
pital Physical Therapy
Friday, February 3
12:30 Blood Pressure Screening with Don-
na Kane, RN
1:00 Health Discussion with Donna Kane,
RN
The Garth Road Center is located at 235
Garth Rd. in Scarsdale. For more information,
call 914-771-3340.

Social Security Column:
Questions and Answers

By Susan Sobel, Social Security District
Manager in Yonkers
Question

I am receiving Social Security disability
beneyts. Will my beneyts be affected if | work
and earn money?

Answer

We offer work incentives that can help you
keep your beneyts while you test your ability to
work. For example, there is a trial work period
during which you can receive full beneyts re-
gardless of how much you earn, as long as you
report your work activity and continue to have a
disabling impairment.

For more information about work incen-
tives, we recommend that you read Working
While Disabled—How We Can Help. You’ll
ynd it online at SocialSecurity.gov/pubs/10095.
html.

Question

Is there a time limit on Social Security dis-
ability beneyts?
Answer

Your disability beneyts will continue as
long as your medical condition has not improved
and you cannot work. We will review your case
at regular intervals to make sure you are still
disabled. If you are still receiving disability ben-
eyts when you reach full retirement age, we will
convert those beneyts to retirement beneyts.
Question

How much will I receive if | qualify for
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) beneyts?
Answer

The amount of your SSI beneyt depends on
where you live and how much income you have.
The maximum SSI payment varies nationwide.
The maximum Federal SSI payment for an eli-
gible individual is $674 a month and $1,011 a
month for an eligible couple. However, many
States add money to the basic payment. For
more information, go to SocialSecurity.gov/ssi.
Question

My child is disabled. Can she qualify for

Supplemental Security Income?
Answer

SSI makes monthly payments to people
with limited income and resources who are 65 or
older, or blind, or disabled. Your child younger
than age 18 can qualify if he or she meets So-
cial Securitys deynition of disability for chil-
dren, and if his or her income and resources fall
within the eligibility limits. We also consider the
income and resources of family members living
in the child’s household. For more information,
call 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) or
visit SocialSecurity.gov/pubs/10026.html.
Question

What are the four parts of Medicare?
Answer

There are four parts to Medicare.

Hospital insurance (Part A) helps pay hos-
pital bills and some follow-up care. The taxes
you paid while you were working ynanced this
coverage, so, for most people, it’s premium
free.

Medical insurance (Part B) helps pay doc-
tors” bills and other services. You must pay a
monthly premium for Medicare Part B and you
have the option to refuse this coverage.

Medicare Advantage (Part C) plans gener-
ally cover many of the same beneyts a Medigap
policy would cover, such as extra days in the
hospital after you have used the number of days
Medicare covers. People with Medicare Parts A
and B can choose to receive all of their health
care services through one of these provider or-
ganizations under Part C. There might be addi-
tional premiums required for some plans.

Prescription drug coverage (Part D) helps
pay for medications doctors prescribe for treat-
ment. Anyone who has Medicare hospital insur-
ance (Part A), medical insurance (Part B), or a
Medicare Advantage plan (Part C) is eligible
for prescription drug coverage (Part D). Joining
a Medicare prescription drug plan is voluntary
and you pay an additional monthly premium for
the coverage.

Westchester Real Estate
Continued from Page 1

co-ops were the only residential sector to post
a year-end increase in inventory, albeit a small
one at 2.7 percent. Typically in this region, an
improving market encourages potential sell-
ers to list their properties and thus, contrary
to classic supply and demand theory, inven-
tory actually increases even as sales volume
increases too. The opposite happens when the
market is seen to be uncertain or soft; sellers
withdraw their listings and inventory decreases
as a result.

Unlike the co-op sector this year, the sin-
gle family, multifamily and condominium sec-
tors all posted reduced inventories from 2010,
suggesting a continuing lack of enthusiasm
by consumers to enter the real estate market,
at least not for these more expensive housing
types.

The reported fourth quarter closings large-
ly repected listing and marketing activity that
took place in the summer and early autumn
months of 2011. Some of the major forces af-
fecting real estate at that time were pushing in
different directions, and still are. For example,
mortgage interest rates in mid-2011 were trend-
ing downwards and had dropped below an av-
erage yve percent rate for 30-year conventional
loans. That average just recently dipped below
four percent and, in theory, should be making
housing much more affordable, especially for
moderate income and yrst-time buyers. Yet
there is convincing anecdotal evidence from re-
altors in our region that the beneyt of low rates
is increasingly negated by tougher qualiycation

ratios, required higher credit scores and slower
processing by lenders. Overly conservative ap-
praisals are said to be impairing transactions,
too.

Consumer conydence in the economy also
plays a major role in the decision to buy or sell
real estate. In July and August of 2011, con-
sumers were confronted with a scary display
of extreme volatility in the equity markets,
largely brought on by a sovereign debt crisis in
Europe, a surprise circumstance that probably
had not been on the average person’s economic
worry list. Will there be more of that?

Another conydence-sapping economic
condition is the painfully slow improvement in
the job market. Westchester County is among
the six counties with the lowest unemploy-
ment rates in New York, around 6.3 percent.
But at the same time, the improvement over the
course of 2011 was only around three-tenths of
a percent — hardly enough to impart a sense of
economic security for households contemplat-
ing a home purchase.

Perhaps the greatest erosion of conydence
is of political origin, in the sense that there
are no undisputed plans in place as to how the
economy is to be managed; hence, consumers
don’t know what to expect and they hunker
down, postponing any decision making of con-
sequence such as home buying. If that is true,
then we’ll have to wait for elections to estab-
lish a yrm action agenda for recovery, and the
local real estate market in 2012 will look pretty
much like 2011 as to sales volumes and prices,
unless still deeper price reductions bring on a
burst of sales such as appears to have been the
case with co-ops in the fourth quarter.

Upcoming Events at NRPL

The New Rochelle Public Library
(NRPL) is located at 1 Library Plaza in New
Rochelle. For more information on the fol-
lowing and other events, call 914-632-7878
or visit NRPL.org.

AARP Offers Free Tax Counseling

Free tax assistance through Tax Counsel-
ing for the Elderly (TCE) and Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance (VITA) will be offered
at NRPL beginning on Thursday, February 2.

Trained AARP volunteer counselors will
be available every Tuesday and Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. through April 17. These
sessions will be held in the Community Gal-
lery on the yrst poor of the NRPL. Tax ylers
should bring copies of their 2011 tax returns
and are advised to arrive early, as they will
meet with a tax advisor on a yrst-come, yrst-
served basis. The NRPL opens at 9 a.m. on
these days.

The TCE tax assistance program is free.
Interested persons are advised to bring what-
ever tax related materials are needed to com-
plete their returns; the counselors will provide
the tax forms.

For those who just need tax forms, a full

selection of forms for federal and state returns
is available on the third poor of the library. In
order to maintain the supply through the tax
season, patrons are asked to take no more than
two copies of any form. Reproducible forms
are also available to be photocopied.

Friends Book Sale

The Friends of the NRPL will hold their
monthly book sale on Friday and Saturday,
February 10 and 11, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
the west end of NRPL’s lobby. A large array
of quality used books — from popular nov-
els and mysteries in hardcover and paperback,
non-yction in hard-cover and paperback, to
children’s books, music cassettes, videos and
DVDs — will be available for purchase at
very affordable prices.

The executive board of the Friends of the
NRPL coordinates the mini book sales, with
the assistance of other Friends’ volunteers.
Money realized from book sales are used to
underwrite the NRPL’s extensive public pro-
grams.

The Friends of the NRPL bookstore is
open every Tuesday from 1 to 3 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Annual Legislative
Speak-Out for Seniors

The impact of the proposed federal and
state budgets for 2012-2013 on seniors will
be the main topic at the annual Legislative
Speak-Out and Breakfast on January 27 at the
Westchester County Center from 9 to 11:30
a.m.

The Speak-Out is a special opportunity to
advocate for aging services. All elected coun-
ty, state and federal ofycials have been invited
and participants will be able to ask them ques-
tions on topics that range from Social Security
to health care reform, taxes and mental health
services. Issues identiyed last fall in the Coun-
ty Department of Senior Programs and Ser-
vices’ (DSPS) Priority Pulse Survey, such as
the need for transportation, will be discussed
as well.

The Speak-Out is co-sponsored by DSPS,
in conjunction with County Legislator Bernice
Spreckman. Managed care organizations that
serve Westchester County have also been in-
vited to speak about this program and a DSPS
coalition plans to sponsor a full session for

providers this spring.

A calendar of senior programs scheduled
for 2012 will be distributed and comments
will be welcome about what other health and
wellness and educational activities and ser-
vices are needed. This is important because
the Westchester Public/Private Partnership for
Aging Services is preparing an online “Spon-
sorship Opportunity” booklet that will be con-
tinuously updated and used to solicit ynancial
support for needed programs.

In addition, the latest Elder Economic Se-
curity Standard Index for Westchester County
will be distributed and advocates will learn
how to collect data to validate or invalidate the
yndings. This initiative will move into high
gear in the spring.

The County Center is located at 198 Cen-
tral Ave. in White Plains. For more informa-
tion, contact the center at 914-995-4050 or
visit CountyCenter.biz, or visit DSPS at Se-
niorCitizens.WestchesterGov.com.

medical center.

Today, Saint Josephs o ers:

E A Hospital-based Nursing Home

E A Designated Stroke Center

E Oncology Services

E Pain Management

Since its founding by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul in 1888, Saint
Josephs Medical Center has been meeting the health care needs of Yonkers and
surrounding communities. Located in Southwest Yonkers, Saint Joseph's Medical
Center consists of a 194-bed acute care teaching hospital and a 200-bed nursing
home and features comprehensive out-patient programs. It is also a sponsor of low-
income senior housing for frail elderly.

In response to new developments in medicine and the needs of the community,
Saint Josephs has grown dramatically over the years into a modern, progressive

E An expanded Ambulatory Surgery Center
E On-site 64 slice spiral CT Scanner and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
E Dedicated hospital-based Inpatient Renal Dialysis Services

E One of the busiest Emergency Services in Westchester County

E Comprehensive Mental Health Services
E A Family Health Center to provide a ordable primary care

E Geriatrics Services and 165 units of Senior Housing

E A State-of-the-art Department of Surgery for ambulatory, laser and laparoscopic
surgery, micro-neurosurgery for back and neck compression pain, and Holmium
laser and lithotripsy for treating kidney stones

E e only accredited Family Medicine Residency Program in Westchester

E Highly advanced diagnostic services, including Cardiology, Radiology and Labo-
ratories, as well as a full range of rehabilitative therapies

E Womens Health Services, including accredited low-dose mammography

E Patient Representatives and Pastoral Care for spiritual and emotional support

For more information, call 914-378-7000
or visit www.saintjosephs.org.

Saint Joseph’s Medical Center
127 South Broadway E Yonkers, New York 10701
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Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of BUD-
GIE VISION LLC Arts. Of
Org. yled with the Sectly
of State of NY (SSNY) on
12/5/2011. Ofyce location:
Westchester County. The
street address is: 10 Over-
look Road, White Plains, NY
10605. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served to:
Spiegel & Utrera, P.A., P.C. 1
Maiden Lane, New York, NY
10038. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#6251 12/307 2/3

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of DY-
NASTY DRY CLEANERS,
LLC. Arts. Of Org. yled with
the Sectly of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/18/2007. Of-
yce location: Westchester
County. The street address
is: 649 Mclean Avenue, Yon-
kers, NY 10705. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
served to: The LLC, 649
Mclean Avenue, Yonkers,
NY 10705. Purpose: any
lawful act.

#6254 1/137 2/17

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Essen-
tial Assists LLC Arts. Of Org.
yled with the Sectly of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/12.
Ofyce location: Westchester.
The street address is: 281
Garth Road, #B6G, Scars-
dale, NY 10583. SSNY has

been designated as agent of

the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
served to: Essential Assists
LLC, 281 Garth Road, #B6G,
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#6259 1/20 7 2/24

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Phi-
lomenais Tasty Treats, LLC.
Arts. Of Org. yled with the
Sectly of State of NY (SSNY)
on 11/15/2011. Ofyce loca-
tion: Westchester. The street
address is: 5 Kingston Ave,
Yonkers, NY, 10701. SSNY
has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess served to: Philip Stoehr,
5 Kingston Ave, Yonkers, NY,
10701. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#6260 1/27 T 3/2

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Corpora-
tion: Name: Barpy Imports
LLC, Articles of Organiza-
tion yled with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY)
on 05/26/ 2011. Ofyce loca-
tion: Westchester County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall malil
a copy of process to: Barpy
Imports LLC, John Lacey,
181 Westchester Avenue
Suite 305 E, Port Chester,
New York 10573. Purpose:
General Purposes: Latest
date upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No speciyc date

#6253 1/13 71 2/17

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 480
Suffolk  Avenue  Fitness
Group, LLC Arts. Of Org.
yled with the Sectly of State
of NY (SSNY) on 11/09/11.
Ofyce location: Westchester.
The street address is: 320
Yonkers Ave., Yonkers, NY
10701. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process served to: Ga-
brielle Lawlor, 320 Yonkers
Ave., Yonkers, NY 10701.
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6258 1/20 T 2/24

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Has-
selt Realty, LLC. Arts. of Org.
Filed with the Sectiy of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/09/11.
Ofyce location: Westchester
County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process served to: The
LLC, 3020 East Tremont Av-
enue, Bronx, NY 10461. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

#6252 12/30 T 2/3

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Bright
Little Minds, LLC. Arts. of
Org. yled with SSNY on
10/03/11. Ofyce location:
Westchester County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process may be
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 89 Hildreth PI., Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose:
any lawful purpose.

#6255 1/137 2/17

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Em-
ily Errand LLC Arts of Org.
yled with NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 11/07/11 Of-
yce location: Westchester
County. SSNY is designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 10 Wyndmere Road,
Mount Vernon, NY 10552.
Purpose: any lawful activity.

#6250 12/23 7T 1/27

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of
Carshellais Daycare Arts.
Of Org. yled with the Sectly
of State of NY (SSNY) on
10-26-2011. Ofyce location:
Westchester. The street ad-
dress is: 414 N High St,
Mount Vernon, NY 10552.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process served to: Carshella
Hewie, 414 N High St, Mount
Vernon, NY 10552. Purpose:
any lawful act.

#6261 1/27 71 3/2

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of 333
West 34th Street Fitness
Group, LLC Arts. Of Org.
yled with the Sectly of State
of NY (SSNY) on 10/27/11.
Ofyce location: Westchester.
The street address is: 320
Yonkers Ave., Yonkers, NY
10701. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process served to: Ga-
brielle Lawlor, 320 Yonkers
Ave., Yonkers, NY 10701.
Purpose: any lawful act.

#6257 1/20 T 2/24

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Sta-
dium Capital, LLC. Arts. Of
Org. yled with the Sectly of
State of NY (SSNY) on Sep-
tember 14, 2011. Ofyce loca-
tion: Westchester. The street
address is: 61 South Bed-
ford Road, Pound Ridge, NY
10576. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process served
to: Joseph R. Zicherman, 61
South Bedford Road, Pound
Ridge, NY 10576. Purpose:
any lawful act.

#6256 1/20 7T 2/24

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Little

Notice

LEGAL NOTICE

of Formation of

Halo LLC Arts. Of Org. yled
with the Sectly of State of
NY (SSNY) on 6/24/2010.
Ofyce location Westchester.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process served to: C/O
United States Corporation
Agents, INC. 7014 13th Ave-
nue, STE. 202, Brooklyn,NY
11228. Purpose: any lawful
act.

#6263 1/27 7T 2/3

Greenvale Daycare LLC.
Arts. of Org. yled with SSNY
on 10/20/11 Ofyce location:
Westchester County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process may be
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Sharon Jakada 198
Greenvale ave, Yonkers NY,
10703, Purpose: any lawful
act or activity.

#6262 1/27 71 3/2

Send your letters and
opinions to us at

dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com

Obituary Notice
Ruth Cook Swope

Ruth Cook Swope, 99,
wife of the late Dr. Ralph E.
Swope and a resident of Ken-
nett Square, PA, formerly
of Davis Wharf, VA, passed
away Friday, January 6 at
The Crosslands in Kennett
Square.

A native of Manhattan,
she was the younger of two
daughters of the late Harry
J. Cook and the late Emma
Rogers Cook. She graduated
from George Washington
School in New York City. Af-
ter her marriage, Ruth moved
to Westchester County, where
she raised four children. She belonged to the
Women’s Club of Rye, and volunteered for the
Red Cross Motor Corps during World War 1.
After moving from Rye to Pelham Manor, Ruth
was active in the Huguenot Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church and, in 1966, was elected President
of The Manor Club.

When her late husband, Dr. Ralph E. Swope,
retired from his medical practice, they moved to

Ruth Cook Swope

the shore of Virginia, where
they lived near Davis Wharf
for many years. Ruth served
as an elder at the Belle Haven
Presbyterian Church during
that time. In their later years,
Ruth and her husband were
cared for at The Crosslands,
a retirement community in
Kennett Square.

Ruth is survived by
two daughters, Barbara S.
Kenedy, Carol S. Breed-Mc-
Cauley; two sons, William S.
Swope, Ralph E. Swope Jr,;
nine grandchildren; seven-
teen great-grandchildren, and
one great-great-grandchild.

A graveside service was conducted on Sat-
urday, January 14, at 12 p.m. at Belle Haven
Cemetery with Reverend James Moore ofyciat-
ing.

Online condolences may be sent to the fam-
ily at www.doughtyfuneralhome.com. Arrange-
ments were made by Doughty Funeral Home,
Exmore, VA.

Classi eds

ADOPTION: DEVOTED FAMILY with
open, generous hearts, promises your child un-
conditional love. Financially secure, expenses
paid. Please consider us before deciding. Susan/
Patrick 1-877-266-9087.www.susanandpatrick-
adopt.com

ADOPT: A loving, educated, well traveled
couple hoping to adopt a newborn. Home ylled
with love,laughter. Nearby extended family
awaits. Please call: Lisa/ Brian 1-888-939-8399
www.Lbadopt.info

ADOPT -Art* love* Adventure! Financial-
ly secure, happily married creative profession-
als (ylm/ music) wish to share extended family,
home, and joy with baby. Expenses/support.
www.EandTadopt.com.1(800) 959-2103.

CASH FOR CARS! We Buy ANY Car or
Truck, Running or NOT! Damaged, Wrecked,
Salvaged OK! Get a top dollar INSTANT offer
today! 1-800-267-1591

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE $1000
GROCERY COUPONS. NATIONAL ANIMAL
WELFARE FOUNDATION SUPPORT NO
KILL SHELTERS HELP HOMELESS PETS
FREE TOWING, TAX DEDUCTIBLE, NON-
RUNNERS ACCEPTED 1-866-912-GIVE

HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers Inc,
for straightening, leveling, foundation and wood
frame repairsat 1-800-OLD-BARN. www.
woodfordbros.com. “Not applicable in Queens
county”

SUCCESSFUL CAREERS-Become a
COURT REPORTER or CLOSED CAPTION-
ER! High-Paying, Interesting, In Demand, Full
or Part Time. NY School ofCourt Reporting
Call: (914)686-3341

RED GREEN LIVE Experience this hilari-
ous one-man show. Fri., April20th, 7pm, Rivi-
era Theatre & Performing Arts Center, North
Tonawanda.692-2413 or visit www.rivierath-
eatre.org www.redgreen.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING-Train for hands
on Aviation Career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualiyed-Job Placement Assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance
(866)296-7093

HIRING EXPERIENCED/ INEXPERI-
ENCED TANKER DRIVERS! Great Beneyts
andPay! New Fleet Volvo Tractors! 1 Year OTR
Exp. Req.-Tanker Training Available. Call To-
day: 877-882-6537 www.OakleyTransport.com

Driver-Weekly Hometime. Dry and Re-
frigerated. Daily Pay! 31 Service Centers. Local
Orientation. Newer trucks. CDL-A, 3 months
current OTRexperience. 800-414-9569 www.
driveknight.com

NY SPORTSMAN & OUTDOOR FAM-
ILY LAND BUYS! This is the best time ever!!
6AC-along snowmobile trail WAS: $29,995.
NOW: $13,995. 52AC-Near Salmon River
WAS: $69,995. NOW $49,995. 5ACaBeautiful
woodlands & riverfront WAS: $69,995 NOW:
$39,995. 97AC-Timber & trout stream WAS:
$119,995 NOW: $99,995. In-house ynancing.
Over 150 land bargains. Call 800-229-7843 Or
visit www.LandandCamps.com

NYS LAND WANTED Cash Buyer Look-
ing for 2-3 farms or wood lots in your area. 25-
1000 acres, cash deal, quick closing. No closing
costs to you. Local NYS Forestry Company in
business for over 20 years. Fully guaranteed.
Call 800-229-7843

SAWMILLS from only $3997-MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-Cut
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship.
FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

EARN COLLEGE ONLINE. *Medical,
*Business, *Criminal Justice. Jobplacement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if
qualiyed.SCHEV certiyed Call 888-201-8657
www.CenturaOnline.com

Rev. Forbes Wows
Continued from Page 3

fiThereds trouble in River Cityé 0

All this and more was packaged in a 40 min-
ute extravaganza that drove home Forbes’ prime
message: Dr. King dreamed there would be more
to America than “just black folks and white folks
getting together.” He believed we needed “eco-
nomic justice.”

Forbes said we need a “spreading of resourc-
es so all of God’s children have a place at the ta-
ble.” He said there are too many people now who
are fiused to working who ynd they are not needed
any more.” Everyone needs a job. Everyone needs
a home. Every one needs the wherewithal to feed
the family. And everyone needs to believe he or
she can make a contribution to the rest of society.

This was the “deeper content” of King’s
dream that Forbes presented.

When he ynished, he received a standing
ovation that continued for some time as he bound-
ed down the stage stairs to join his wife in the
audience.

This might have been a hard act to follow
for Dr. John Gitlitz, who received the 25th annual
Martin Luther King award from the celebration’s
hosts, the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Human Rights
Committee and the Local Summit. But he care-
fully told how several years of harassment of day
laborers in Mamaroneck had been turned around
by current better informed and more sophisticated
community attitudes. Gitlitz, a professor at Pur-
chase College, had served as co-president and
then president of the Hispanic Resource Center,
which serves new immigrants.

He said America has “always had a love-hate
relationship with immigrantsé Yet each group
in turn learned to be American, often initially by
defending their right to be different. The Irish
wanted to be Irish, the Italians Italian. Inevitably,
they became Irish-Americans, Italian-Americans;
then, just plain Americans.”

A special Tribute was awarded to the all-vol-
unteer, non-proyt Larchmont Gazette, its found-
ers, Paula Eisenberg and Dr. Judy Silberstein, and
the many reporters, photographers and contribu-
tors who kept it going for eight years until it was

suspended in 2010. It was the communityés yrst
digital newspaper.

The two founders saw a gap in community
news and worked to yx it. The Human Rights
Committee was impressed by the Gazette’s jour-
nalistic vigor, its high standards and its long con-
tribution to community building.

Silberstein reported that the suspended pa-
per was now ofycially closed. Its archive, which
attracted 4,000 individual visitors to its site in
November, would now be in the hands of the
Larchmont Historical Society. She urged audi-
ence members to continue their role as editors-
in-chief which they had established with the Ga-
zette. Phoning and e-mailing ideas, criticism and
approval to all our present local media is the best
way to assure getting the news coverage the com-
munity deserves.

Three local schools provided commemora-
tive music and remembrance for the celebration:

A the Hommocks 47-member Seventh Grade
Choir sang “Elijah and Joshua” under the direc-
tion of Morgan Russell;

A Rye Neck High School students offered
musical and slide presentation entitled “Carry-
ing the Message” under the coordination of Nora
Hanson and music direction of Patrick Ardinger;
and

A a succession of students from the Mama-
roneck High School Multi-Cultural Club read
from King’s letter from the Birmingham jail while
a student clarinetist played “Amazing Grace” in
the background. Faculty advisor was Shannon
Turner-Porter.

Town Supervisor Nancy Seligson opened
the evening with a welcome. Cora Rust explained
“What this Evening is About.” Kay Francis Rich-
ard provided piano accompaniment when the
audience sang “Lift Every Voice and Sing” and
“We Shall Overcome.” Elaine Chapnick was the
evening’s chairperson.

Rev. Dr. William P. Crawford introduced
Forbes. Mary Lee Berridge presented the Martin
Luther King, Jr. award to Gitlitz and I, Harold
Wolfson, offered the special tribute to Eisenberg
and Silberstein. Stage manager was Anne McAn-
drews. Live coverage was provided by LMC-TV
under the direction of Eric Lewis.
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ShopRite Donates $7,000 to

L to r: WDOTMis Director of Development Claudio R. Slater, Board President Gail Cohn,
Board Member Sandra Dolman, and Executive Director Mel Tanzman receive
the $7,000 check from ShopRiteis Vice President of Community Affairs Tom Urtz
and Yonkers Store Director Bayardo Villegas

ShopRite Supermarkets has donated
$7,000 to Westchester Disabled on the Move
(WDOTM).

WDOTM is a non-proyt, community-
based organization that is staffed and gov-
erned primarily by people with disabilities
and provides programs and services free to

consumers with disabilities and their families,
to help support its Independence in our Com-
munity program.

ShopRite helped raise awareness for the
organization and collected donations at regis-
ters at its Tuckahoe Road store in Westchester
over a two week period in December.

Former Eastchester Cop
Sentenced for Manslaughter

Westchester County Dis-
trict Attorney Janet DiFiore an-
nounced that 31-year-old James
Pileggi of Eastchester was recent-
ly sentenced to an indeterminate
term of three to nine years in state
prison on his conviction, after a
jury trial, of one count of Man-
slaughter in the Second Degree, a
class “C” Felony, for causing the

New Rochelle police were called
and Everett was taken to Sound
Shore Medical Center, where he
was pronounced dead. The ensu-
ing investigation lead to the arrest
of the defendant.

“This defendant was an
experienced police ofycer who
worked in two police departments
in Westchester County and had

death of Andre Everett.

On the evening of November
3, 2009, Everett, a New Rochelle
realtor, was inside his home on Albert Place in
New Rochelle. He went out onto his driveway to
talk to a group of acquaintances who were seated
in a car owned by Pileggi who, at the time, was
an off-duty Eastchester Police Ofycer.

Pileggi was seated in the front passenger
seat of his car and was playing with his off-duty
gun, a Glock 9mm, with a laser sight afyxed to
it. At some point while Everett was standing by
the rear driver’s side door, Pileggi discharged the
weapon and the bullet struck Everett in the throat.

James Pileggi

repeated training in the use and
safeguarding of his yrearm,0 said
DiFiore. fiFor former police ofy-
cer Pileggi to claim that the shooting of his friend
was an accident and not a conscious disregard for
due care and safety is absurd and simply a ploy
to avoid accountability for his reckless action,
an action for which a jury found him responsible
and the Court sentence him today.”

Assistant District Attorney Fredric 1. Green
and Assistant District Attorney Alexis Celestin of
the Superior Court Trial Division prosecuted the
case.

ot Topics in Health Care

By Michael LaMagna, Esq.

Under the Health Care
Reform Law of 2010, a little
known and equally little under-
stand provision that permits the
federal government — more
speciycally, the Department
of Health and Human Services
(HHS) — to review all health
insurance premiums exceeding
10 percent of the previous year,
is being used to try to roll back
Trustmark premiums.

Trustmark proposed a rate
hike of between 13 to 27 per-
cent for individual and small
businesses health insurance
premiums. After a review, HHS stated that the
increases were unreasonable and called on the
company to rescind the rates, issue refunds or
further justify why the rates should be increased.
Trustmark has responded by disagreeing with
the characterization, citing the relatively small
dollar increases — they gave an example of an
increase of $48 per year & and the rising costs
and increased utilization of health care services
as justiycation for the increases and vowed to
continue yghting to have the increases move
forward.

Prior to the Health Care Reform Law, some

Michael LaMagna

states, including New York and
Connecticut, maintained the
ability to review and block
unreasonable health care insur-
ance rate increases; however,
this new federal authority ap-
pears to have much more clout.
This is actually the second time
this new law was used. In No-
vember, Everence Insurance
Company was cited by the fed-
eral regulators for unreason-
able rate increases. It remains
to be seen what the overall ef-
fect will be on the industry but,
at the very least, the insurance
companies are called on the
carpet and the consumers are made aware.

This article is intended to be used for in-
formational purposes; nothing in this article
should be construed as legal advice or be relied
upon as such. Michael LaMagna is a partner at
Timins & LaMagna who specializes in health
care, social security, Medicaid, disability ben-
eyts and more. He was recently appointed to the
ACO Task force of the American Health Lawyers
Association. For more information, call him at
914-819-0663, e-mail him at mlamagna@tlla
wofyces.com or visit NYandCTLaw.com.

Elevation Burger
Continued from Page 1

the capital he needed — without the typical
fees — made it possible for him to purchase
franchises, offer a competitive product and cre-
ate local jobs.”

Magnus said, “Working closely with Hud-
son Valley Bank and the New York Business
Development Corporation to secure SBA y-
nancing and a waiver of lending fees helped to
make my yrst two Elevation Burger locations
a reality. Between our newly-opened yrst lo-
cation at the Rye Ridge Shopping Center in
Rye Brook and our second location in Yonkers,
which will open early this year, we will have
created more than 65 new jobs in the county.”

With the help of the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA), Magnus opened the

yrst Westchester County franchise of Elevation
Burger, utilizing sustainable building materials
and serving 100 percent organic food.

In addition to franchises in Rye Brook and
Yonkers, Magnus intends to open a third El-
evation Burger in Westchester County in 2012.
By the end of 2012, his three stores will cre-
ate more than 65 jobs, not including construc-
tion and service sector jobs contributing to the
transformation and maintenance of the new
stores.

“Last month marked 22 straight months of
private sector job growth, but there is still more
to do,” said Lowey. “We must expand success-
ful and job-creating initiatives like SBA loan
programs for small businesses and extend the
payroll tax holiday through 2012, which will
save hard-working families in New Yorkds 18th
Congressional District $1,700 this year.0

Bartlett Begins

2012 on a Roll

By Frank Drucker, Empire
City Casino at Yonkers
Raceway Publicity Director

As a public service, any-
one who has access to a set
of pame-retardant driverds
colors, please contact Jason
Bartlett immediately... ‘cause
the lad is on yre.

Bartlett, who spent the
latter part of 2011 sidelined
with a sprained ankle — forc-
ing his withdrawal from fu-
ture NBA drafts — has spent
the early part of 2012 making
up for lost time. He’s thrown
down the gauntlet to the tune
of a dozen victories in 23 drives, all during Yon-
kers Racewayds yrst two nights of racing.

Bartlett wasted no time getting his picture
taken, winning Friday night’s four races, then
that evening’s $33,000 co-featured Filly and
Mare Open Handicap Pace with Breakheart
Pass. He ynished off Friday with a 31-1 last-
turning-for-home winner before winning both

Jason Bartlett

halves of Saturday’s early
daily double.

“I’ve been on good hors-
es and they’ve been in good
spots,” Bartlett said. “It’s sort
of all fallen into place. You
just keep going out there and
doing your best. The ankle’s
not 100 percent, but sitting in
the bike was never the prob-
lem, even when | yrst hurt
it [in early December]. I’'m
getting more mobile, but I’'m
sure it’s going to be a while.”

Bartlett was the Race-
way’s runaway driving champ
from 2008 to 2010, before
ynishing second in the standings to George
Brennan a season ago.

Yonkers usual yve-night-per-week (Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday) returns
this week. First post for all programs remains at
7:10 p.m. Evening simulcasting accompanies
all live programs, with afternoon simulcasting
available around the NYRA schedule.

Sheila Marcotte Named Vice-Chalir
of Budget and Appropriations

Last week, the county’s
Budget and Appropriations
Committee Chair Legislator
Judy Myers appointed Leg-
islator Sheila Marcotte as her
Vice-Chair.

The Budget and Ap-
propriations Committee is
comprised of nine members,
including the Chair. In the
course of the countybs yscal
year, the Committee:

A Contracts for and re-
views the annual independent
audit of all county ynancial

: i
A%

form that will lead to better
and less costly county gov-
ernment.

Following the appoint-
ment, Marcotte said, “l am
gratiyed that Legislator My-
ers has appointed me to be
her Vice-Chair. Following
our recent bipartisan budget
negotiations, | am glad to
see that Legislator Myers is
‘walking the walk’ regarding
a new spirit of bipartisan co-
operation.

“The stewardship of tax-

dealings, transactions and
records conducted by an out-
side CPA yrm;

A Reviews and modiyes, where appropriate,
the proposed county budget;

A Monitors all county operational and capi-
tal expenditures;

A Analyzes and reviews all yscally related
matters and makes recommendations on those
matters to the full Board for consideration; and

A Seeks opportunities for operational re-

County Legislator
Sheila Marcotte

payer money has always been
my top priority as a Legisla-
tor and as a Council Member in Eastchester. |
intend to bring the same high level of yscal re-
sponsibility, transparency and accountability to
my work as Vice-Chair of this committee.”

Myers said, “I look forward to working
with Legislator Marcotte, as well as the rest
of the Budget and Appropriations Committee
members, to fully implement the objectives in-
herent in the 2012 Budget.o

Governor Cuomo
Continued from Page 1

dividends this year, as we are now able to make
the long-term reforms needed to re-imagine our
government and revitalize the state’s economy,”
Cuomo said. fiThis budget demonstrates yscal
discipline and proposes real reforms that puts
students ahead of the education bureaucracy and
leverages major investment to spur private sector
growth. By coming together in the same bipar-
tisan manner we did last year, we will continue
our work to build a New New York.”

The budget calls for spending $132.9 bil-
lion, a reduction of $3.7 billion, and includes
four percent increases in both education and
Medicaid spending, as well as a 2.6 percent in-
crease in municipal aid.

The reforms in Cuomo’s budget include a
challenge to teacher’s unions statewide to put
students ahead of educational bueracracy. While
the Governor’s budget includes a total increase
of $805 million in School Aid, $250 million of
it is in the form of performance grants linked to
improved academic performance and manage-
ment efyciency. The additional aid is linked to
implementation of an enhanced teacher evalu-
ation process. The Governor railed against the
lobbyists, lawyers and special interest groups in
Albany.

“I’m trying to make change and the special
interests are trying to keep things the way they
are,” said Cuomo. “The only group that isn’t
represented are the students. I’m going to be
the unofycial student lobbyist for the students.
The public education system is not an employee
system for adults; it’s there to help educate our
children. We spend more money that any state
in the nation on education — more money per
pupil than any state — and we are number 38 in
graduation rates.

“We need a real teacher evaluation system
so we know what works and what teachers,
classrooms and schools are performing well, and
let’s reward teachers and superintendents that are
doing it right. It’s going to change this year.”

Cuomo gave the teacher’s unions a 30-day
deadline to come to an agreement with the State
Education Department on a new effective teach-
er evaluation system, or he will propose his own
next month.

The Governor’s directive comes after the
State Education Department suspended $105
million in School Improvement Grants for 10
school districts in the state that received federal
Race to the Top grants. Yonkers is one of the
school districts that will lose $3.5 million if they
can’t come to an agreement with the Yonkers
Federation of Teachers (YFT).

Two of Cuomo proposed major reforms in-
clude:

A A proposal to have the state take over the
costs of Medicaid — currently paid by coun-
ty governments & by 2015, phased in over
three years and saving local governments (like

Westchester County) $1.2 billion over yve years;
and

A A new pension system for state civil ser-
vants which includes creating a new tier for new
state employees who will have their pensions
funded by a matching 401k plan, saving local
governments and school districts more than $100
billion over 30 years. “Pensions are economically
unsustainable,” said Cuomo. “We need to create
a new level of pension for future employees and
end some of the pension abuses — the Taxpayers
can’t afford it anymore.”

Both the Medicaid and pension reform pro-
posals will help local governments and school
districts live within the new two percent tax cap.

Other pieces to Cuomo’s budget plan in-
clude:

$1.5 billion? in new revenues from income
tax changes passed last year which create a new
tax bracket for higher income earners and cut
taxes for middle class New Yorkers; and

A $25 billion economic development agen-
da — funded largely by leveraging billions in
private sector investment rather than by taxpayer
dollars — including $5 billion for the Tappan
Zee Bridge project.

“The budget proposal put forward by Gov-
ernor Cuomo rightly focuses on creating jobs
and leveraging private-public partnerships to
launch important infrastructure projects here in
the Hudson Valley and across the state,” said
State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins. “The Ex-
ecutive Budget also balances the budget without
raising taxes or borrowing money, ensuring that
our stateds yscal outlook is healthy and New York
continues to become a more welcoming place for
business. By working together, we have shown
that government can work, and I look forward to
joining with the Governor this year to continue
rebuilding our state.”

City of Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano said,
“The Executive Budget proposed by Governor
Cuomo is a bold plan that sets forth an ambitious
agenda to getting New York State back on track.
I commend the strong mandate relief provisions
and sweeping pension reform that will roll back
the mandates which burden cities such as Yon-
kers. Governor Cuomo has shown tremendous
leadership in leading New York and making our
state a national model for demonstrating how
government can work, and | thank him for com-
ing here today to share his vision with the people
of Yonkers.”

Westchester County Board of Legislators
Chairman Ken Jenkins said, “Governor Cuomo
put forward a bold plan today that will put New
York back on the path to prosperity. Because he
understands the weight of unfunded mandates
on local governments, especially those here in
Westchester County, Governor Cuomo should
be thanked for including strong mandate relief
and effective cost cutting in this Executive Bud-
get. Government must spend its resources more
wisely to ensure a stable economic future, and so
I commend the Governor for his hard work and
visionary leadership in this regard.”






