— \WESTCHESTER’S OLDEST AND MOST RESPECTED NEWSPAPERS =—

YONKERS RISING =

PRESORT-STD
U.S. POSTAGE

White Plains, NY

Vol 107 Number 3

www.RisingMediaGroup.com

Friday, January 20, 2012

Last week, the Volunteer Center of United
Way (VCUW) invited residents of all ages at
25 locations throughout Westchester, Putnam
and Rockland to honor the life and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On Saturday, January 14, more than 300
volunteers in Westchester gave 2,000 hours
of service for the MLK Day of Service. Many
Yonkers non-proyts participated.

Pictured above are members of the Nep-
perhan Community Center, along with students

MLK Day of Service in Yonkers

from Gorton, Riverside and Roosevelt high
schools, as well as Yonkers Middle and Yon-
kers Montessori School, performing for the
residents of Sans Souci Rehabilitation and the
Regency Nursing Homes.

“Investing individual time and talent is
an excellent way to keep the spirit of Dr. King
alive,” said VCUW Executive Director Alisa
Kesten.

For more information, visit Volunteer-
Center.org.

See more photos on Page 2

Saint Josephs Spotlight:

Melvyn Bleiberg, Chief of Cardiology
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Saint Joseph’s Medical Center Chief of Cardiology Dr. Melvyn Bleiberg

By Andrew Tobia

Doctor Melvyn Bleiberg has been Chief of
Cardiology at Saint Joseph’s Medical Center for
31 years.

Bleiberg was born and raised in the Bronx
to post-World War Il immigrants. Normally, the
fact that somebody’s parents are immigrants is
something that | wouldn’t view as important,
nor would | include it in a story about them. In
this case, however, it is.

According to Bleiberg, in those days, the
yrst born son of immigrant parents had to be a
professional, meaning that he couldn’t take over
the family business of 12 supermarkets, which

his father had built from scratch. “To be a doc-
tor, a lawyer or an engineer,” said Bleiberg.
“Those were the three career options put up by
my parents.”

Luckily for Bleiberg, one of his personal
heroes when growing up worked in one of those
three professions. It was his family doctor, Dr.
Benjamin B. Littman. “As early as | can remem-
ber, Dr. Littman was always around and doing
good things to help people,” said Bleiberg. “And
we had an additional connection — | was born,
delivered by Dr. Littman, on the same day as his
own son.

Continued on Page 5

Democrats Endorse Mayer for
Special Assembly Election

Shelley Mayer

By Dan Murphy

Last night, the Yonkers Democratic Com-
mittee unanimously endorsed Shelley Mayer for
the 93rd Assembly District in Yonkers.

The Assembly seat became vacant with the
election of Mike Spano as Mayor. Governor An-
drew Cuomo has called for a special election to
be held on March 20.

“I believe that we need a strong, progressive
and experienced voice to represent our families,
businesses and neighborhoods,” said Mayer,

who will also be running on the Independence
and Working Families party lines. “As someone
who was born and raised in Yonkers, | know this
city. And as someone who has extensive experi-
ence with the legislative process in Albany for
over 25 years, | know how Albany works. We
need a representative who will represent our val-
ues, advocate for our needs and get things done
in the State Legislature. On day one, | can hit the
ground running to deliver for Yonkers.”

Continued on Page 4

YHS Does in Again! Rated 41st
In Country, 1st in Westchester

Congratulations to Yonkers High School for
being named a U.S. News & World Report Gold
Medal High School... again.

YHS was ranked number 41 in the coun-
try, out of 21,000 high schools, based on three
criteria — state testing standards, preparing for
college and serving economically disadvantaged
students.

City Councilman and Education Commit-
tee Chair Michael Sabatino said, “This is quite
an impressive achievement that we should all be
proud of here in Yonkers. We need to use this
school as a model to help our underperforming

Yonkers High School students with Principal Jane Wermuth
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schools achieve the same success. | congratulate
the students, teachers, parents and administrators
for their excellent work.”

A three step process determines the besf
high schools. The yrst two steps ensure that the
schools serve all their students well, using state
proyciency standards as benchmarks. For those
schools that make it past the yrst two steps, 3
third step assesses the degree to which schools
prepare students for college-level work.

The full report can be read at Education.US
News.RankingsAndReviews.com.

County Board Chairman

The 2012-2013 Westchester County Board of Legislators is (front row, | to r) John Testa, Alfreda Williams, Bernice Spreckman, Sheila Marcotte, Judy Myers, Virginia Perez,
Bill Ryan, Catherine Borgia and Michael Kaplowitz and (back row, | to r) Michael Smith, Gordon Burrows, Jim Maisano, Ken Jenkins, Peter Harckham,
MaryJane Shimsky, Lyndon Williams and David Gelfarb.

The Westchester County Board of Legislators,
including four new members, were sworn into of-
yce at a special ceremony last week during its 2012
organizational meeting to mark the beginning of
the 2012-2013 county legislative session.

The ceremony, conducted in the Board Cham-

bers, was presided over by Westchester County
Clerk Timothy C. Idoni and drew a standing room-
only crowd of family members, friends and sup-
porters.

The Westchester legislators also re-elected
Legislator Ken Jenkins as Board Chairman and

Legislator Lyndon Williams as Board Vice Chair-
man during the ceremony, after Administrative
Judge Alan Scheinkman from the Ninth Judicial
District had administered the oath of ofyce to the
legislators. The oaths of ofyce for the two board
leaders were administered by Supreme Court Jus-

tice Sam D. Walker from the Ninth Judicial Dis-
trict. Tina Seckerson was also re-elected Clerk of
the Board.
The new members of the board are:
A Michael J. Smith, representing District 3
Continued on Page 4
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Nat King Cole Who?
Intergenerational Leadership

55Plus Director Cathy Elser leads the discussion

By Paul Jerome

Eighteen Yonkers residents, young and
old, met on Saturday January 7 at the Yonkers
Riverfront Library for the yrst of four sessions
of the “Leadership for All Ages: Generations
Working Together to Strengthen Communities”
program, sponsored by the Southwest Yonkers
Community For All Ages Initiative (SWYC-
FAA).

55Plus is facilitating the sessions for the
SWYCFAA, using a curriculum developed by
Temple University. SWYCFAA, an initiative of
the Family Service Society of Yonkers, is made
possible by funding from the United Way of
Westchester and Putnam and the Helen Andrus
Benedict Foundation.

Participants from local high schools and
adults participated in a variety of exercises
to get to know each other better. The purpose
of one exercise was to start an open dialogue
between generations by identifying common-
alities and differences. One participant shared
they were named after the Nat King Cole song
“Mona Lisa.” The fact that all of the participants
under 18 did not know who Nat King Cole was
did not hinder participants from sharing and
engaging in lively discussions about what “the
teens think adults should know” about their age
group and the adults sharing stories about les-
sons they have learned.

The facilitator, 55Plus Director Cathy Els-
er, asked them to deyne fileadership,0 identify
roles and responsibilities of a leader and who
were leaders they looked up to and why. Ac-
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cording to Elser, a key principle of this training
is to strengthen the leadership capacity of all
age groups, as well as provide opportunities for
purposeful intergenerational interaction. Fur-
ther, she noted that the sessions are intention-
ally created, by the Intergenerational Center at
Temple University, to give hands on opportuni-
ties for participants of different ages to share
perspectives and problem-solve together as
they learn new skills.

Participants were asked what ideas they
had for making Yonkers an even better place
for residents of all ages. A concern shared by
both the adults and teens was the lack of no- or
low-cost opportunities for safe recreational ac-
tivities for children and families. One teen fol-
lowed that up by stating he hoped if there were
places that everyone could use, regardless of
age, they would respect the place and not ruin
it for others. The group all agreed that lack of
respect for property is a problem, particularly
in the many parks that the city already has.

Shelly Mayer, a candidate running for new
Mayor Mike Spano’s vacant assembly seat,
unexpectedly joined the group and shared her
thoughts about the importance of community
leaders. Mayer encouraged them to voice their
ideas and was in favor of looking at ways to use
existing resources, like schools, as places that
could provide a safe, no-cost place for residents
of all ages to be active and engaged.

MLK Day of Service in Yonkers

Volunteers with Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick
and Councilman Michael Sabatino

Young volunteers made friendship bracelets for local veterans
at the Yonkers Public Library Grint I. Will Branch

Still Too Far From King s Dream

By Ivy Reeves

This week we celebrated one of my favorite
role models — Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

As a child growing up in Birmingham, Ala-
bama during the Civil Rights Movement, there
was no time for dreams because you were liv-
ing a nightmare and the boogie man was liter-
ally “Bull Connor” and “Jim Crow.” | had no
idea | was living during a time that would be
remembered in American History forever. The
violence, the hatred, the signs and the segrega-
tion were traumatic, chipping away at the self
esteem, forming an inferiority complex.

I no longer reside in Birmingham. | actu-
ally moved away years ago but, as | observe our
society some 40 years later — both locally and
nationally — we still are far from Dr. King’s
dream. There are still so many things in our so-
ciety that are unfair, unequal and unjust. Even
with a Black President — or, as some would say,
a biracial president — he and his Black Ameri-
can wife have brought out almost as many hate-
ful and mean spirited people in the last three
years as | saw during the Civil Rights Move-
ment. | have seen the overt racism of the south,
covert racism in the north and, to some degree,
overt racism country wide.

In America, we have an over incarceration
of Black men and women. The middle class is
now the under class because of GOP policies.

One Republican candidate calls President Ba-
rack Obama the “Food Stamp President” and
himself the “Paycheck President” when, in es-
sence, Americans really believe in the spirit of
work and employment — but what does one dc
if corporations are not hiring? Besides, Obamsa
did not create this mess — the previous admin-
istration is responsible for that! It’s like moving
into a hoarder’s house and having to clean up
the ylthy, stinky garbage they have created ovelr
the years and having to make it clean and fresh
in a week.

Letés look at how education is under yre
with cuts made to our public school system, the
lack of jobs for the American people, no health
care and no affordable housing. Without educa-
tion, you cannot get a job; without a job, you
cannot afford to pay for housing, nor can you
afford health care.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indi-
rectly.”

Dr. King believed that education and jobs
are a constitutional right. There is an old saying
that if you dream you are falling and you do nof
wake up prior to hitting the bottom; you will die
in your sleep.

I sure hope we wake up soon!
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Stew Leonard s Hosts Food Network
Chef for Wine & Food Tasting Event

Stew Leonard’s Wines of Yonkers invites
customers to a complimentary food and wine
tasting, to be held on Saturday, January 28 from
2to 4 p.m., which will feature Food Network Ex-
ecutive Chef Rob Bleifer and Entwine wines.

Stew Leonard’s Wines’ wine specialists
will be pouring all four varietals of Entwine —
the joint wine label of Food Network and Wente
Vineyards — paired with recipes prepared by
Stew Leonard’s chefs. Food Network Executive
Chef Rob Bliefer, who helped blend the wines,
will be on hand to discuss the pairings. The pair-
ings are:

Pinot Grigio paired with Jumbo Shrimp
Cocktail;

Chardonnay paired with Sonoma Chicken
Salad;

Merlot paired with Black Angus Sliders
with caramelized onions; and

Cabernet Sauvignon paired with Grilled
Porterhouse.

As Food Network’s Executive Chef, Ble-
ifer is responsible for managing a kitchen of
10, hands-on food styling, cooking for special

events and coordinating with network produc-
tion teams, chefs and hosts, guest chefs, photog-
raphers and network departments.

Bleifer oversees in-house food production,
location production, photo shoots, vignettes and
catering network events. He was also a part of
the blending team for Entwine.

Food Network and Wente Vineyards un-
veiled Entwine in August 2011. A new Cali-
fornia wine portfolio, Entwine brings the joy
of food and varietal pavors to new heights. A
natural blend between two American food and
wine pioneers, the collaboration between Food
Network and world-class family owned Califor-
nia winery will inspire food lovers to dive into
wine by bringing ease and excitement to enjoy-
ing wine and food. The initial line of Entwine
wines is now available with the 2009 vintage of
four varietals.

Stew Leonard’s Wines of Yonkers is lo-
cated at 1 Stew Leonard Dr. Bottles of Entwine
will be available for purchase at $9.99 each. For
more information, visit StewLeonards.com or
Entwine-Wines.com.

Charlotte Moen of Yonkers
Named To Deans List at HVCC

Charlotte Moen of Yonkers was recently
named to the Dean’s List at Hudson Valley
Community College.

Each fall and spring term, the college’s

Deans’ List honors those students who have a
term grade point average between 3.0 and 3.5.

Moen is in the academic program at the col-
lege in Troy.

O ceof Aging & St. Eugenes Deliver

Gi

The season of giving is still alive and well
in the City of Yonkers this week, as the Ofyce of
the Aging is delivering close to 200 hand-made
care packages to frail homebound seniors, all
created by the children of St. Eugene’s Elemen-
tary School.

The children volunteered their services to
the Yonkers Ofyce of the Aging, preparing gift
wrapped shoe boxes containing non-perishable
food and goodies, small token gifts and hand-
written notes from each child. The charitable
gesture is part of the city’s Home Delivered
Meals program.

Packages to Homebound Seniors

“Yonkers is always looking for unique ways
to brighten the days of our seniors,0 said Ofyce
for the Aging Director Kathy Moran. “These
young children have such big hearts to give of
their time and think of their elders in the com-
munity. The seniors look forward to this every
year and are so touched by the sentiment that
many of them write notes back to the children.
We are very appreciative to St. Eugene’s.”

Yonkers Ofyce of the Aging and St. Eu-
gene’s Elementary School have hosted this pro-
gram for the last eight years.

Former Councilman Calls on Spano
to Include Latinos to Top Positions

Former Yonkers City Councilman Fernan-
do Fuentes is calling on Mayor Mike Spano to
include Latinos to top level positions within his
administration.

“Our Latino community has come a long
way and for Mr. Spano to consider appointing
someone as ‘Liaison to the Hispanic commu-
nity’ is insulting,” said Fuentes.

According to the 2010 Census, the City
of Yonkers Latino population stands at 65,044,
or 32.47 percent of the total population. Under
Mayor Terence Zaleski, a Democrat, Yonkers
had a Deputy Mayor of Hispanic descent and
there were a number of Latinos appointed to
director positions. Spano has not appointed a
Latino to any director, commissioner or deputy
mayor positions.

“The City of Yonkers used to published a

yearly Equal Employment Opportunity Report
that gave an accurate picture of the number of
Latinos that where employed by the city,” said
Fuentes. “Now they won’t even make it avail-
able.”

In May 2012, the Mayor also has an oppor-
tunity to make appoints to the Yonkers Board of
Education.

“So far you can see a large number of Lati-
nos at night, when a private company is hired to
clean City Hall,” said Fuentes. “You won’t see
that many of us during business hours holding
major positions that impact our daily lives.

“The City of Yonkers receives millions of
dollars from the federal, state and county gov-
ernment based on our Latino population and,
right now, Mayor Spano is willing to receive the
money but not have us adequately represented.”
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IS, TOO, IS Yonkers

By Eric W. Schoen

Readers of this col-
umn may remember that,
several weeks ago, | put
on my thinking cap, offer-
ing advice to our new and
returning city leaders. Like
many of you, | was won-
dering what was going on
with the development of
downtown Yonkers. Spe-
ciycally, | asked, where are
we at with the ballpark we have been hearing
about for years?

I caught Mayor Mike Spano on News 12
Newsmakers over the weekend and was glad
to hear that he is “thinking out of the box” with
what do do with Chicken Island and downtown
Yonkers. He mentioned an aquarium, which
has been used in places like Camden, New Jer-
sey and Norwalk and Mystic, Connecticut as
a catalyst to develop downtowns, waterfronts
and other underdeveloped areas.

The Mayor’s appearance on television
made me put my thinking cap on once again. |
remember as a child how vibrant Getty Square,

r “the Square.” was. Genungs, then How-
lands, where we would take that rickety eleva-
tor — operated by a human being — up and
down to buy clothes. Harry and Lee Stern’s
store on New Main Street. If you couldnét ynd
it anywhere else you could ynd it at Sterns.
Lighted makeup mirrors, pizzelle irons and
jewelry boxes are some of things friends and
family wanted as gifts and, at the time, could
only be found at Stern’s. Mendell’s Army and
Navy store, an always reliable place for a pair
of jeans prior to the GAP taking over every
mall in the country.

Downtown Yonkers has plenty of pluses.
Metro North provides convenient train access
from points north and south. Many Westchester
buses stop in or near downtown Yonkers. Ac-
cess by car is good, with the Saw Mill and
Cross County parkways close by, and the New
York State Thruway not too far. Easy commute
from the Bronx or any of the towns along the
Hudson River north of Yonkers. With no traf-
yc, 15-20 minutes from White Plains.

Downtown Yonkers has its share of prob-
lems. When | asked a Yonkers urban planner
in the 1980s why no major department store
would locate in Yonkers downtown, he re-
sponded, “Why would a department store
come into an area that is surrounded by low
income housing?0 At yrst | thought his com-
ments were a tad racist but, in retrospect, that
has probably been a major stumbling block to
development. We have to thank our municipal
forefathers for their poor decision making, but
there’s no time to get into Yonkers housing is-
sues here.

Eric W. Schoen

There is, unfortunately,
a fear factor with the down-
town area. Though crime
rates have traditionally been
low, and Metro North has
a police station at the Yon-
kers Train Station, people
are afraid to come into the
downtown area, particularly
at night. Not too long ago,
a friend was coming to a
performance at the River-
front Library and asked me if it was safe. My
response? Just as safe as any other area with
a Metro North police station right across the
street.

Main Street, from Riverdale Avenue
down to Xaviar’s X20 on the Hudson at the
Yonkers City Pier, thrives and the new hous-
ing in the area seems to be renting reasonably
well at popular prices. As a transplant from
New York City pointed out to me, rents are
a bargain compared with those he left behind
and you can take Metro North from the Yon-
kers Station down to Manhattan in less time
that it takes to go from any of the boroughs of
New York City into Manhattan.

Yonkers downtown needs something to
draw people during the day and at night —
people from the neighborhood and beyond.
Though I wish them all the luck in the world,
if 1 was planning the new Children’s Muse-
um at Playland in Rye, | would have looked
at downtown Yonkers yrst. You have a built
in constituency with limited access to enter-
tainment and recreation venues for families.
Couple the museum or an aquarium with an
IMAX theater and you have an entertainment
destination.

Outlet malls have been very successful all
over the country. There are no outlet malls in
Westchester. But whether on vacation or on a
Saturday or Sunday afternoon, | am sure that,
like me, you have ventured to outlets looking
for that bargain. Woodbury Commons is an
hour away, and Jersey Gardens at least a 45
minute drive. When in Paramus, | am always
impressed with the transformation of the old
Bergen Mall, now given the fancy name Out-
lets at Bergen Town Center. Why not an outlet
mall in Yonkers downtown?

When friends visit from out of town, they
are always shocked that there is neither a Tar-
get nor a Walmart in Yonkers. For a city of our
size (is it true we are are now the third largest
city in New York State?) and diverse popula-
tion, either one or both of these stores should
be within city limits. Both Target and Walmart
now offer extensive in-store grocery selections
at reasonable prices, something that Yonker-
sites certainly would take advantage of.
Continued on Page 4
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To the Editor:

Thanks to a majority of county legislators,
County Executive Rob Astorino’s plan to gut
the county workforce failed.

However, the ynal 2012 budget still cut
23 workers whose duties ranged from aiding
the homeless to coordinating services for resi-
dents with disabilities. Not only have these lay-
offs hurt the delivery of vital services, they are
creating an added strain on the local economy
because these workers will no longer patronize
local businesses and contribute to the tax base.

It was an unpleasant surprise to learn that
the county executive is adding two positions in
his ofyce in the midst of these layoffs. Adding

insult to injury, he passed over the 23 workers
who lost their jobs when hiring these new staff
assistants. When you consider these 23 indi-
viduals’ knowledge of county operations and
actual experience working in various county
departments, there is no doubt that there are
candidates among their ranks who could have
ylled these vacancies.

Good managers understand the value in re-
taining experienced employees. The county ex-
ecutive had the opportunity to do the right thing
by drawing on the expertise of two of these 23
workers. Instead, he snubbed them.

Karen Pecora
CSEA Unit 9200 President

BRH Hosts Inaugural
Brain Bee Competition

For the yrst time ever, the Burke Rehabili-
tation Hospital (BRH) will be hosting one of the
local Brain Bee competitions to be held in New
York State on January 26.

The local Brain Bee is the yrst qualifying
round in the International Brain Bee competi-
tion, with the winners moving on to compete
in the national Brain Bees, whose winners then
move on to the international championship. The
U.S. ynals will be held on March 3 and 4 in
Baltimore, and the international championship
will be held July 22 to 27 in Cape Town, South
Africa.

The International Brain Bee is an annual,
non-proyt neuroscience competition for high
school students designed to encourage them to
learn about the brain and inspire them to pursue
careers in biomedical brain research.

“We need to support and nurture the next
generation of scientists who will be ynding the

cure for the illnesses that devastate our loved
ones and communities,” said Janet Goodman,
LMSW, a case manager for BRH’s Brain Injury
Program and coordinator for the Brain Bee in
White Plains.

The students will be judged by neurosci-
ence experts and tested in yve parts; a human
neuroanatomy practical, an oral exam on neu-
roscience, a patient diagnosis, identiycation of
speciyc brain cells and a written neuroscience
exam.

BRH Brain Injury Program and Memory
Evaluation and Treatment Service Director Dr.
Barry Jordan and Carolin Dohle, MD, a neu-
rorehabilitation fellow at BRH, will be judging
the competition.

The Brain Bee will be held at BRH at 4:30
p.m. on Jan. 26. For more information or to be-
come a contestant, contact Janet Goodman at
914-597-2237 or jgoodman@burke.org.

Will Corwin: A Very Big Set at
CNR Mooney Center Gallery

The College of New Rochelle’s (CNR)
Mooney Center will present the recent work of
sculptor and installation artist Will Corwin from
now until February 19. The work will be primar-
ily drawn from Corwin’s residencies this past
fall at The Clocktower Gallery and The Queens
College Art Center.

Much of Corwin’s recent work has re-
volved around his interest in board games and
architectural models as representatives of the
world, both in concept and miniature. The cen-
terpiece of the Mooney Center exhibition will be
Corwin’s larger-than-life chess set, built out of
plaster and wood, and a video of the Clocktow-
er Chess match, a performance piece that took

place on August 10 which featured chess piec-
es and a board created by Corwin and a game
played by International Master Irina Krush and
Grandmaster Robert Hess, with commentary by
Grandmaster Maurice Ashley. The project was
in collaboration with ylmmaker Dorian Stone
and photographer Tommy Mintz. Several of
Mintz’s photographs of the match will also be
on display.

The Mooney Center Gallery is open Mon-
day to Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
Friday to Sunday from 9:30 am. to 5 p.m. A
closing reception will be held on Friday, Febru-
ary 19 from 6 to 7 p.m. For more information,
visit CNR.edu.

An A ernoon of Harmonica Featuring
Americas Got Talents Jia-Yi He

Straight from the television show “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent,” Jia-Yi He presents “An After-
noon of Music on the Harmonica” on Saturday,
January 21 at 2 p.m. at the Yonkers Public Li-
brary Grinton I. Will branch.

He dazzles the audience playing from one
to 16 harmonicas at a time, including the world’s
biggest harmonica, in an afternoon featuring ev-
erything from classics to Broadway favorites.

He, a world-class harmonica virtuoso, has
received numerous awards in international fes-
tivals and competitions in England, Germany,
Israel, Japan and United States. He has served

as a member of the judging committees in the
Asia-Paciyc Harmonica Competition in Tai-
wan, Malaysia and Hong Kong. He was invited
to perform at the General Assembly Hall at the
United Nations. The New York Mets chose him
to perform a pre-game show at Shea Stadium
2007.

The Will branch is located at 1500 Central
Park Ave. Admission is free, no tickets are re-
quired and seating will be in the 325-seat audito-
rium of the library. For more information on this
Friends of the Yonkers Public Library-sponsored
event, call 914-337-1500 or visit YPL.org.

New Tax Cap Discussed at
January Networking Breakfast

Yonkers Federation of Teachers President
Pat Puleo will speak on “Understanding the New
Tax Cap and It’s Impact in Yonkers” at the Yon-
kers Chamber of Commerce’s next Networking
Breakfast, to be held on Tuesday, January 24 at
TGI Friday’s Restaurant, located at the Cross
County Shopping Center at 853 Kimball Ave.

The breakfast is co-sponsored by Yonkers
Federation of Teachers and TGI Friday’s. Early

Bird Coffee and the opportunity to network with
members starts at 7:30 a.m., with breakfast fol-
lowing at 7:45 a.m. Come early for networking
and bring an ample supply of business cards and
hand outs.

The cost is $15 for members, $20 for guests
of members and $25 for non-members. To re-
serve your space or for more information, call
the Chamber ofyce at 914-963-0332.

Jenkins Re-elected
Continued from Page 1

(Mount Pleasant, Pleasantville and North Castle);

A David B. Gelfarb, representing District 6
(Harrison, Rye Brook and Port Chester);

A Catherine Borgia, representing District 9
(Croton-on-Hudson, Cortlandt, Ossining and Bri-
arcliff Manor);

A and Virginia Perez, representing District 17
(Yonkers).

In his remarks following his oath of ofyce,
Jenkins remarked upon the successes of the pre-
vious legislative session and said, “Working for
the people of Westchester means understanding
the values that we share and staying focused on

the priorities that are right for all of our residents.
Working together, this board will conydently meet
the challenges ahead.”

Williams thanked Jenkins and his fellow leg-
islators for their efforts over the past two years and
also acknowledged the sacriyces made by fami-
lies of the legislators. “One thing the legislators
here tonight,” said Williams, “and those who have
served before us here, can all agree on, though, is
that being a legislator requires the highest level of
purpose and accountability possible.”

The next regular meeting of the board is on
Monday, January 23. Until then, legislators will
be assigned to the 11 standing committees of the
board and chairpersons for each of the committees
will be announced.

Mortgage Taxes Grow by

L_ess

“Despite lower in-
terest rates and sagging
housing prices, county
mortgage tax collections
in  Westchester County
continued to lag in 2011,”
said County Clerk Timo-
thy C. Idoni.

The Ofyce of the
Westchester County Clerk
is responsible for collect-
ing this important rev-
enue for state agencies,
as well as the county and
all of its municipalities.
Idoni recently conyrmed

an 1% in 2011

time last year, Idoni had
hoped to see new bor-
rowing such as mortgages
taken upon the purchase
of a new home or addi-
tional mortgages taken
for expenditures such as
home renovations.
Despite the drop in
mortgage tax revenue, the
County Clerkds Ofyce has
seen an increase in mort-
gage recording fees as the
result of mortgage consoli-
dations and modiycations,
which result when lenders

that the county portion
of the mortgage tax only
increased by 0.85 percent
over 2010’s modest total. In 2011, $13,079,394
in mortgage taxes was raised, as compared to
$12,969,204 in 2010. In 2008, before the reces-
sion hit, $19,279,696 was raised.

While the county had been on track to reach
the $13.5 million budgeted for mortgage tax, the
monthly average in the ynal quarter of 2011 fell
below the monthly average of the yrst three quar-
ters, leaving the county approximately $480,000
short, according to Idoni.

“Lower interest rates should be fueling
home sales and increasing borrowing,” he said.
“However, we are simply not seeing a positive
impact in the form of increased mortgage tax
revenue.

With interest rates a point lower than this

County Clerk Tim Idoni

or borrowers attempt to
renegotiate ynancing. As
most of these mortgage
modiycations do not increase the amount bor-
rowed, but instead lengthen the payment period
or lower the interest rate, only recording fees and
not mortgage taxes are generally due.

As for 2012, Idoni noted that the housing
market remains pat, with banks offering fewer
mortgages: AA puid housing market is essential
to a good Westchester economy. The banks can
continue to be conservative, but need to offer
qualiyed borrowers ynancing as the failure to
ynance home buying is having a detrimental im-
pact on local government ynances.0

For more information about the Ofyce of the
Westchester County Clerk, call 914-995-3080 or
visit WestchesterClerk.com.

Defensive Driving Course at
St. Johns Riverside Hospital

St. John’s Riverside Hospital is sponsor-
ing a National Point and Insurance Reduction
Class.

This two day class will be held on Tuesday,
January 24 and Wednesday, January 25 from 5
to 8 p.m. each day. You must attend both ses-
sions to receive certiycation.

This class will be held at St. John’s River-
side Hospital, located at 967 North Broadway in
Room 111. The cost of the class is $30 for hospi-
tal staff and $40 for the general public.

For more information or to register, contact
Frank Laudato at 914-964-4559 or paudato@
riversidehealth.org.

Yonkers Family YMCA

On Sunday February 12 from 11am-3pm,
at YMCA 17 Riverdale Avenue. FAFSA yling
& completion event - College Goal Sunday Get
FREE hands-on help completing and yling the
FAFSA, your key to college ynancial aid.

Learn how you may qualify for one of yve,

$500 scholarships, based on need, offered by
NYS Higher Education Services Corp., funded
through a federal College Access Challenge
Grant. Registration required. Register at www.
collegegoalsundayny.org

Mayer Endorsed
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Yonkers Democratic Committee Chairwom-
an Symra Brandon said, “Yonkers Democrats
are proud to support Shelley Mayer for Assem-
bly. Shelley is an experienced and progressive
leader, dedicated to charting a new course for
Yonkers and New York. We need proven leaders
like Shelley who can work with our representa-
tives in Albany to yght for our kids, our jobs,
and our community.”

Mayer was nominated by Ward Leaders
Ann Muro and Roberta Robinson, both of whom
praised Mayer for her experience and commit-
ment to yghting for Yonkers. While two other
Democrats were interested in running for the
seat, Mayer was the overwhelming choice of
Yonkers Democrats.

“Mayer is a proven leader who can work
with local representatives to make sure that Yon-
kers gets its fair share for education, economic
development and small businesses,” said Coun-
ty Board Chairman Ken Jenkins. “Shelley is not
only an advocate, but an expert in the legislative
process, who can deliver real results.”

Mayer was born and raised in Yonkers and
has spent her career as an advocate for New
Yorkers. She currently works as the Senior
Counsel at the National State Attorney Gen-
eral Program at Columbia Law School, where
she handles health care and labor law enforce-
ment issues. From 2007 until early 2011, Mayer
worked as Chief Counsel to the New York State
Senate Democrats.

For more than seven years, she was Vice
President of Government and Community Af-
fairs at Continuum Health Partners, one of New

York City’s largest teaching hospital systems.
From 1982 to 1994, Mayer was an Assistant At-
torney General in the ofyce of New York Attor-
ney General Bob Abrams.

Mayer has been actively involved in the
Yonkers community, serving as a member of the
Aquehung Women’s Democratic Club, Yonkers
NAACP, Yonkers YWCA, Westchester \WWom-
en’s Bar Association and Westchester Women’s
Agenda. She also serves as the Fifth Ward Dis-
trict Leader and Fourth /P for the Yonkers Dem-
ocratic City Committee and as a board member
of the Jewish Council of Yonkers/ Westchester
Community Partners. She also served on the
Board of the Yonkers Public Library.

Mayer lives in Yonkers with her husband of
31 years, Lee Smith, in the same house she grew
up in. Shelley and Lee have three adult children
— Aaron, Julia, and Arthur Smith.

As of press time, Republicans have yet to
nominate a candidate for the race but need to
do so this week. Three interested Republicans
appeared before the Yonkers GOP’s Executive
Committee for interviews this week, but no
selection was made. One interested candidate
told Yonkers Rising that there was, “no money;,
no organization and no planning coming from
either the Yonkers GOP, County GOP or State
Republican Party.

“They [GOP] knew that this seat was go-
ing to become vacant for more than a year now.
Assembly Democrats are two seats away from
having a supermajority and to just hand this seat
over the Shelley Mayer is a disgrace. You can
blame Jacono [Yonkers GOP Chairman John Ja-
cono] all you want, but its more about the State
GOP and their lack of help and interest in this
race.”

IS, Too, is Yonkers
Continued from Page 3

The ice at Murray’s Skating Rink on
Tuckahoe Road is always ylled. | know people
who play hockey there in the early hours of
the morning simply because rink space is at a
premium, locally. Couple a state of the art ice
rink with other entertainment alternatives and
people will come.

Whenever | mention Cracker Barrel,
Golden Corral, Denny’s, Olive Garden or any
other chain restaurant in this column, the re-
sponse is always overwhelming. Why not a
restaurant village with a movie theater show-
ing independent and foreign ylms? | was so ex-
cited years ago when there was talk of putting
a foreign/independent movie theater in the old
Trolley Barn at the foot of Main Street. Un-
fortunately, it never happened. Put a Cracker

Barrel in downtown Yonkers and watch how
packed it will be.

One of Yonkers’ greatest assets is its
people, so | am throwing the question out to
you — what would you like to see to revital-
ize downtown Yonkers and Chicken Island? Is
there something you have noticed in your trav-
els that is missing from our area? | promise to
share your ideas in this column and with our
city fathers.

It will require “out of the box” thinking to
make downtown Yonkers, once again, a place
we all can be proud to visit. During Prohibi-
tion, wasn’t it Dutch Schultz’ “out of the box
thinkingo that got alcohol powing through the
sewers of downtown Yonkers? Well, maybe
that was a little too “out of the box.”

Downtown Yonkers. This, too, is Yon-
kers!

Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@
aol.com.






