
By Dennis Nardone
A new leader has won the election for the Su-

pervisor/Mayor seat for the Town/Village of Har-
rison. His name is Ronald Belmont. The retired 
Superintendent of Recreation for the town over-
whelmingly defeated the incumbent Supervisor/
Mayor Joan Walsh, who just concluded her second 
term as Mayor. Walsh made town history as the 
ýrst woman to be elected as Supervisor/Mayor.

Walsh, along with some democratic and GOP 
voters, thought she would have another close race, 
having had defeated her previous two opponents 
ð ýrst, the incumbent Mayor Steve Malýtano 
and, two years later, retired Police Chief David 
Hall. So the table was set for Walsh to take on the 

well known, well liked and well respected Bel-
mont, who has worked for the town for more than 
35 years. Belmont had been working for a salary 
of $1 a year as the superintendent of recreation, 
after having ofýcially retired from the job in 2010, 
until his announcement of candidacy for Supervi-
sor/Mayor.

Oddly enough, Walsh and the board voted to 
name the new pool complex in West Harrison after 
Belmont. It is ofýcially named the ñRon Belmont 
Pool Complex.” Why did the Mayor wish to name 
this pool complex in Belmont’s name? Simply 
because of his many years of dedicated service, 
working so diligently for the Town of Harrison; 

The Westchester County Board of Legislators, 
including four new members, were sworn into of-
ýce at a special ceremony last week during its 2012 
organizational meeting to mark the beginning of 
the 2012-2013 county legislative session.

The ceremony, conducted in the Board Cham-

bers, was presided over by Westchester County 
Clerk Timothy C. Idoni and drew a standing room-
only crowd of family members, friends and sup-
porters.

The Westchester legislators also re-elected 
Legislator Ken Jenkins as Board Chairman and 

Legislator Lyndon Williams as Board Vice Chair-
man during the ceremony, after Administrative 
Judge Alan Scheinkman from the Ninth Judicial 
District had administered the oath of ofýce to the 
legislators. The oaths of ofýce for the two board 
leaders were administered by Supreme Court Jus-

tice Sam D. Walker from the Ninth Judicial Dis-
trict. Tina Seckerson was also re-elected Clerk of 
the Board.

The new members of the board are:
Å Michael J. Smith, representing District 3 

Harrison�s �White Knight�
has Finally Arrived

Westchester Legislators Sworn In; Jenkins & Williams Re-Elected to Leadership Posts

Westchester �anks You
for Your Service

Harrison Supervisor Ron Belmont (left) with Dennis Nardone at WVOX studios

Archibishop Dolan with Westchester resident Kara Magoolaghan
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrating her volunteer work

The 2012-2013 Westchester County Board of Legislators is (front row, l to r) John Testa, Alfreda Williams, Bernice Spreckman, Sheila Marcotte, Judy Myers, Virginia Perez,
Bill Ryan, Catherine Borgia and Michael Kaplowitz and (back row, l to r) Michael Smith, Gordon Burrows, Jim Maisano, Ken Jenkins, Peter Harckham,

MaryJane Shimsky, Lyndon Williams and David Gelfarb.

By Dan Murphy
Catholics across the Archdiocese of New 

York welcomed the appointment of Archbishop 
Timothy Dolan to Cardinal. Dolan will be elevat-
ed to cardinal at the Vatican on February 18.

As Archbishop of two million Catholics in 
New York City and Westchester, Dolan has made 
several visits to Westchester since his appoint-
ment to the position in 2009. Responding to a 
letter from a parishioner from Most Holy Trinity 
Church in Yonkers in 2009, Dolan wrote ñinvite 
me to your picnic or barbeque and don’t be sur-
prised if I show.” Wearing a Yankee cap, Dolan 
showed up at the Most Holy Trinity’s Memorial 
Day Barbeque.

Also in 2009, Dolan returned to Yonkers 
and presided over a special mass at St. Mary’s 
Church. More recently, Dolan has appeared at 
a pro-life event in Yonkers. Dolan did not over-
rule the Archdioceseôs ýnance committee, which 
closed The Christ the King School in Yonkers.

This month, 16 year old Westchester resi-
dent Kara Magoolaghan and Dolan celebrated 
together at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, where 
Magoolaghan received an award from the Arch-

diocese for her social service. We reported about 
Magoolaghanôs story in our November 4, 2011 
issues of Rising (visit RisingMediaGroup.com to 
read the story).

Magoolaghan decided that, on her 16th 
Birthday, she wanted to raise funds to help build 
a school in Ghana, Africa. After raising funds 
for 50 bags of concrete, she traveled to Ghana to 
help build the school. 

Magoolaghan’s project has been submitted 
by the archdiocese to a national competition to be 
held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington, D.C.

Dolan made his ýrst visit to Westchester 
since the announcement of his elevation by join-
ing in the celebration of the Centennial Mass at 
Maryknoll Sisters in Ossining on January 8. ñItôs 
an honor to praise and admire you,” said Dolan. 
ñMaryknoll is a living testimony to Godôs prom-
ise. We need you more than ever. I am ýlled with 
so much joy and radiance by being here.”

Maryknoll will have events throughout the 
year to celebrate its centennial, including an In-
terfaith Harmony Prayer Day on February 5 and 
a ñMusic for the Worldò concert on March 4.

Cardinal Dolan Knows 
Westchester Well

Continued on Page 6

L to r: Congresswoman Nan Hayworth, Captain Shawn Tabankin
and Assemblyman Bob Castelli

Two New York Army National Guard Sol-
diers preparing to deploy to Kuwait this winter 
received their combat awards for service in Iraq 
in 2004 in a ceremony seven years overdue.

The soldiers, Captain Shawn Tabankin and 
Command Sergeant Major Arnold Stone, Jr., 
served as platoon leader and platoon sergeant, 
respectively, with 1st Platoon, Company B, 2nd 

Battalion, 108th Infantry during their combat 
deployment to Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

ñSeven years ago we were doing our job,ò 
said Stone. ñWe didnôt do it to get awards or rec-
ognition. We did it because it was what we were 
asked to do.”

Continued on Page 3

Continued on Page 4

Archbishop Dolan with Father Oonnoonny (far right) and his friends from the priesthood 
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Forty promising young women from all 
over the world are spending the month of Janu-
ary learning to become effective global leaders. 
Kathryn Alexa Jackson, a junior Chemistry and 
Economics major from Bronxville, is among the 
select group of Wellesley College juniors and 
seniors participating in The Madeleine Korbel 

Albright Institute for Global Affairs at Welles-
ley College.

ñWe are witnessing a generational change 
in the American political scene,” said Albright, a 
member of the Wellesley College class of 1959, 
at the launch of the ýrst Institute in 2010. ñThis 
is the right time, and Wellesley is the right place, 
to help train a whole new group of young wom-
en leaders.”

The Albright Institute, named to honor the 
ýrst female Secretary of State, is an intensive, 
three-week course held during the month of Jan-
uary. Albright Fellows learn from the expertise 
and perspectives of faculty and thought leaders 
who represent a wide variety of ýelds, including 
environmental science, sociology, political sci-
ence and economics.

Drawing from what they learn during the 
expert presentations and from their own mul-
tidisciplinary studies at Wellesley, the Fellows 
team-up in groups to develop and propose inno-
vative solutions to world problems. In the ýnal 
week of the program, Fellows present their pro-
posals to the institute’s faculty for critique and 
analysis.

Some of the topics to be presented this year 
include:

Making available the funds required to halt 
the spread of HIV/AIDS, cholera, malaria and 
tuberculosis;

Promoting food availability and affordabil-
ity; and

Pursuing excellence in education at all lev-
els with a focus on ensuring gender parity.

This summer, each Fellow will have the op-
portunity to further apply what she has learned 
by participating in a global affairs internship in 
the United States or abroad.

Kathryn Alexa Jackson

The Salon at Westchester, and its clients, 
recently celebrated the holidays with a donation 
of gifts for 30 of the children at the Pleasantville 
Cottage School.

Located in Pleasantville, The Pleasantville 
Cottage School works with children who suffer 
from social and emotional disorders. Dedicated 
to ensuring the well-being of children from the 
New York Metropolitan area, The Pleasantville 
Cottage serves the educational needs of students, 
creating individualized education programs since 
1971.

Along with their partner the Jewish Commu-
nity Center, which provides services and much 
needed support to Jewish children and their fami-
lies, the school has a full time committed staff and 
faculty. The 300 children that are housed at the 
cottages are children who do not have families. 
These kids are troubled and come from troubled 
pasts. The Cottage School’s focus is on nurturing 
these kids and helping them feel wanted after fac-
ing abandonment. 

At last week’s dinner, each girl from Cottage 
10 received a package of gifts from clients from 
The Salon at Westchester, which included cloth-
ing, personal items, jewelry, treats and an iPod, 
complete with a $15 gift card to start their music 
collection.

Michele Errico, creative director at The Sa-
lon, said, ñWe are thrilled for The Salon to be in-
volved in this worthy cause and are blown away 
by the generosity of our clients. The look on the 
girls’ faces when they received the gifts — espe-
cially the iPod — made it all worthwhile.”

The Salon at Westchester, located at 794 
Post Road, Scarsdale and its clients have been 
supporting the Pleasantville Cottage School for 
the past seven years. The Salon is a premier hair 
salon offering services from world renowned hair 
stylists specializing in all aspects of hair care, in-
cluding hair loss treatments, extensions and hair 
replacement.

For more information, call The Salon at 914-
472-1800 or visit TheSalonAtWestchester.com. 

Under the direction of Joe Mazzullo, The 
Westchester Brassmen Drum & Bugle Corps 
were invited to perform in the half-time festivi-
ties of the NFL Giants vs. Cowboys game on 
Sunday, January 1 at Giant’s Stadium.

The Brassmen were established in 1984 un-
der the auspices of The American Legion Post 
#559 and are an all-age Drum & Bugle Corps. 
Rehearsals are underway every Friday night at 
the American Legion Hall, located at 210 Hal-
stead Ave. in Harrison.

New members are invited to attend, as their 
recruitment drive has begun. The Corps provides 
most everything needed to be a member: uni-
forms, instruments and instruction. The Brass-
men also offer a Youth Scholarship Program for 
high school and college students who have the 

ability and desire to attend each scheduled re-
hearsal parade and performance.

Greenwich resident Peter Horton instructs 
the horn line. Horton has been with the Brass-
men since 1985 and is the Band Director of the 
award winning Trumbull High School. He was 
selected as one of the ñTop Directors Who Make 
A Difference” by School Band and Orchestra 
Magazine in 2009.

The Performing Color Guard rehearses ev-
ery Friday night at The American Legion from 
6 to 8 p.m. The Drumline and Hornline practice 
from 8 to 10 p.m.

For more information, contact Mazzullo 
at 914-439-6662 or visit WestchesterBrassmen.
com.
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Holiday Cheer for Children at
�e Pleasantville Cottage School

Kathryn Jackson Selected to Wellesley�s
Albright Institute for Global A�airs

Brassmen Drum & Bugle Corps
Kicks of 2012 Season at Giants Game

The Salon Creative Director Michele Errico (left) and American Cancer Society
Manager of Family & Patient Services Maribel Palacios with the thank you card

prepared by the girls at The Pleasantville School

The Westchester Brassmen during halftime of the Giants-Cowboys game on January 1
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Three year olds Melanie Turcios and Delia 
McCabe were the recipients of new Therapy Ori-
ented Tricycles donated from the Telecom Pioneers 
Club (TPC).

TPC adapts tricycles so that children with 
Cerebral Palsy, Down Syndrome and other de-
velopmental disabilities can ride bikes with their 
friends.

Lorraine Charles, a physical therapist at Unit-
ed Preschool Center in White Plains, submitted 
grant requests for the two students. The tricycles 
came assembled with add-on components to make 
riding them safer and user friendly. One of the add-
ed safety features is a metal back brace with a foam 
back support and seat belt. Other components in-

clude foot holders on the pedals with Velcro straps 
and upright handle-bars.

Riding bikes will help Delia and Melanie de-
velop coordination as they learn to pedal and steer. 
They will be able to ride bikes and play with their 
brothers and sisters at home while they get stron-
ger. Both of the children are learning to walk and 
this will help them to progress.

Connie and Gordon Hankins are retirees who 
coordinate the TPC tricycle program from their 
home in suburban Chicago. Since 1998, theyôve 
given more than 900 free tricycles to kids nation-
wide. Melanie and Delia are lucky to be the recipi-
ents of this wonderful initiative.

Melanie Turcios enjoying her new tricycle

United Pre-School Center
Receives New Adapted Tricycles
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The Town of Pelham Public Library is 
accepting entries for its annual James J. Nich-
olson Political Poetry Prize competition.

The competition, now in its ýfth year, 
consists of three categories: one for Pelham 
Memorial High School students; one for 
Pelham Middle School students; and one 
for adults over the age of 18 who reside in 
Westchester County. Individuals ýtting these 
categories are invited to enter the contest.

The judge of this year’s adult competition 
is poet Joshua Mehigan. Born in 1969, Mehi-
ganôs ýrst book, ñThe Optimistò was winner 
of the Hollis Summers Poetry Prize and one 
of ýve ýnalists for a 2005 Los Angeles Times 
Book Prize. His poems have been featured in 
many periodicals, including Poetry, The New 
York Times and The New Republic, as well as 
on Poetry Daily and The Writer’s Almanac. 
He lives with his wife in Brooklyn, where he 
works as a teaching fellow at Brooklyn Col-
lege. Mehigan also is the recipient of a 2011 
NEA Fellowship.

Additionally, Mehigan is a 2005 Push-
cart Prize winner and currently an Enhanced 
Chancellor’s Fellow at the Graduate Center of 
the City University of New York where, from 
2009 to 2010, he was a Humanities Fellow. 
During 2008, he was an op-ed contributor to 
The Measure of Democracy, with publication 
of his poem ñThe Polling Placeò included as 
part of an election feature in The New York 
Times. Mehigan also is a former volunteer 
tutor of ESL and English for Bellevue/NYU 
Center for Survivors of Torture in New York 
City. He earned his MFA in Creative Writing 
(Poetry) from Sarah Lawrence College.

The poetry awards program at the Town 
of Pelham Public Library was established in 
loving memory of long-time resident James J. 
Nicholson by relatives and friends and is cur-
rently funded by his widow, Peggy Nicholson, 
and family.

Nicholson contributed signiýcantly to the 

creation of the Town Library. He co-chaired 
the Friends of the Library fundraising cam-
paign, which culminated in the dedication of 
the library is 1995, and served on the Library 
Board of Trustees for a decade.

ñWe are very happy that Joshua Mehigan 
has agreed to judge the adult category of our 
competition,ò said Peggy. ñI also think that 
Jim would be thrilled to know that adults, 
teens and children are being motivated to con-
vey their thoughts on political issues through 
poetry, as these were two things he loved 
dearly.”

A jury of poets and poetry readers will se-
lect the winning student poems. The deadline 
for entries is Monday, February 20. Winning 
poems will be published in The Pelham Week-
ly. Winners and runners-up will be invited to a 
reading and reception at the Town of Pelham 
Public Library in April.

The winner of the adult competition will 
receive a cash prize of $500. The winner of 
the high school competition will receive a 
cash prize of $150, and a cash prize of $100 
will be awarded to the winner of the middle 
school competition.

For more information, including com-
plete contest rules and submission guidelines, 
visit PelhamLibrary.org.

ñDespite lower in-
terest rates and sagging 
housing prices, county 
mortgage tax collec-
tions in Westchester 
County continued 
to lag in 2011,ò said 
County Clerk Timothy 
C. Idoni.

The Ofýce of the 
Westchester County 
Clerk is responsible for 
collecting this impor-
tant revenue for state 
agencies, as well as the 
county and all of its 
municipalities. Idoni 
recently conýrmed 
that the county por-
tion of the mortgage 
tax only increased by 
0.85 percent over 2010ôs modest total. In 2011, 
$13,079,394 in mortgage taxes was raised, as 
compared to $12,969,204 in 2010. In 2008, be-
fore the recession hit, $19,279,696 was raised.

While the county had been on track to 
reach the $13.5 million budgeted for mortgage 
tax, the monthly average in the ýnal quarter of 
2011 fell below the monthly average of the ýrst 
three quarters, leaving the county approximately 
$480,000 short, according to Idoni.

ñLower interest rates should be fueling 
home sales and increasing borrowing,” he said. 
ñHowever, we are simply not seeing a positive 
impact in the form of increased mortgage tax 
revenue.

With interest rates a point lower than this 

time last year, Idoni 
had hoped to see new 
borrowing such as 
mortgages taken upon 
the purchase of a new 
home or additional 
mortgages taken for 
expenditures such as 
home renovations.

Despite the drop 
in mortgage tax rev-
enue, the County 
Clerkôs Ofýce has seen 
an increase in mort-
gage recording fees as 
the result of mortgage 
consolidations and 
modiýcations, which 
result when lenders or 
borrowers attempt to 
renegotiate ýnancing. 

As most of these mortgage modiýcations do 
not increase the amount borrowed, but instead 
lengthen the payment period or lower the inter-
est rate, only recording fees and not mortgage 
taxes are generally due.

As for 2012, Idoni noted that the housing 
market remains þat, with banks offering fewer 
mortgages: ñA þuid housing market is essential 
to a good Westchester economy. The banks can 
continue to be conservative, but need to offer 
qualiýed borrowers ýnancing as the failure to 
ýnance home buying is having a detrimental im-
pact on local government ýnances.ò 

For more information about the Ofýce of 
the Westchester County Clerk, call 914-995-
3080 or visit WestchesterClerk.com. 

  FriDaY, JanUarY 20, 2012 - WESTCHESTER’S MOST INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPERS - PAGE 3

Greenburgh Public Library 
Needs Your Help

BRH Hosts Inaugural  
Brain Bee Competition

County Clerk Tim Idoni

Political Poetry Competition
Judge Joshua Mehigan

Mortgage Taxes Grow Less 
�an 1 Percent in 2011

Dear Greenburgh Citizen,
Will you help the Library? Among the ca-

sualties of the bad economy and tax cap was the 
library budget.

The Town Board made signiýcant cuts to 
the libraryôs budget ð it was cut by $570,000. 
In order to keep the library open six days a 
week, the Trustees decided to eliminate the 
materials budget. That means there are no new 
books, DVDs, audio books or music CDs being 
purchased for the Greenburgh Public Library. 

Please help the library purchase the in-de-
mand books. If you make out a check for $25 
to the Friends of the Greenburgh Library, they 
can purchase a new popular book. If you advise 
the library of the book you would like them to 

purchase with your $25 donation, they will try 
to accommodate your speciýc request.

If you have the time to volunteer to help 
the library with their fundraising campaign, let 
us know — we can use your help! We can turn 
the budget crisis into a positive by organizing 
an aggressive fundraising campaign to raise 
private dollars for the library. I plan to devote 
substantial time during the coming year to help 
the library organize a major fundraising initia-
tive. We have a beautiful library and want it to 
be the best!

Checks can be made out to the Friends 
of the Greenburgh Library and mailed to the 
Friends at 300 Tarrytown Road, Elmsford, NY 
10523.

For the ýrst time ever, the Burke Rehabili-
tation Hospital (BRH) will be hosting one of the 
local Brain Bee competitions to be held in New 
York State on January 26.

The local Brain Bee is the ýrst qualifying 
round in the International Brain Bee competi-
tion, with the winners moving on to compete 
in the national Brain Bees, whose winners then 
move on to the international championship. The 
U.S. ýnals will be held on March 3 and 4 in 
Baltimore, and the international championship 
will be held July 22 to 27 in Cape Town, South 
Africa.

The International Brain Bee is an annual, 
non-proýt neuroscience competition for high 
school students designed to encourage them to 
learn about the brain and inspire them to pursue 
careers in biomedical brain research. 

ñWe need to support and nurture the next 
generation of scientists who will be ýnding the 

cure for the illnesses that devastate our loved 
ones and communities,” said Janet Goodman, 
LMSW, a case manager for BRH’s Brain Injury 
Program and coordinator for the Brain Bee in 
White Plains. 

The students will be judged by neurosci-
ence experts and tested in ýve parts; a human 
neuroanatomy practical, an oral exam on neu-
roscience, a patient diagnosis, identiýcation of 
speciýc brain cells and a written neuroscience 
exam.

BRH Brain Injury Program and Memory 
Evaluation and Treatment Service Director Dr. 
Barry Jordan and Carolin Dohle, MD, a neu-
rorehabilitation fellow at BRH, will be judging 
the competition. 

The Brain Bee will be held at BRH at 4:30 
p.m. on Jan. 26. For more information or to be-
come a contestant, contact Janet Goodman at 
914-597-2237 or jgoodman@burke.org.

To the Editor:
Thanks to a majority of county legislators, 

County Executive Rob Astorino’s plan to gut 
the county workforce failed.

However, the ýnal 2012 budget still cut 
23 workers whose duties ranged from aiding 
the homeless to coordinating services for resi-
dents with disabilities. Not only have these lay-
offs hurt the delivery of vital services, they are 
creating an added strain on the local economy 
because these workers will no longer patronize 
local businesses and contribute to the tax base.

It was an unpleasant surprise to learn that 
the county executive is adding two positions in 
his ofýce in the midst of these layoffs. Adding 

insult to injury, he passed over the 23 workers 
who lost their jobs when hiring these new staff 
assistants. When you consider these 23 indi-
viduals’ knowledge of county operations and 
actual experience working in various county 
departments, there is no doubt that there are 
candidates among their ranks who could have 
ýlled these vacancies.

Good managers understand the value in re-
taining experienced employees. The county ex-
ecutive had the opportunity to do the right thing 
by drawing on the expertise of two of these 23 
workers. Instead, he snubbed them.
Karen Pecora
CSEA Unit 9200 President
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James Nicholson  
Political Poetry Prize

Their award submissions, ýrst submitted in 
the December of 2004, were misplaced during 
the unit rotations out of Iraq. Returning home 
to New York, the two led the effort to resubmit 
awards and decorations for the 43 Soldiers as-
signed to their platoon.

Tabankin, from Bedford Hills, and Stone, 
from Saranac, were committed to seeing their 
soldiers’ awards corrected before they would 
seek redress for their own submissions.

ñWe didnôt want to pursue these last two 
awards until all our guys were taken care of,” 
Tabankin said.

ñThey donôt give out the Bronze Star; you 
earn it,” said Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Biehler, 
commander of the 108th Infantry and a former 
operations ofýcer during the unit deployment. 
ñItôs been a long time coming, but itôs here.

ñThey led that platoon in combat opera-
tions and it did good things for the people of 
Iraq,” Biehler said in describing the platoon’s 
role in combat near Samarra, Iraq, in what was 
called Operation Baton Rouge. ñThings got bet-
ter from there. They did not lose a single soldier 
— a great credit.”

The long administrative process and four 
resubmissions to approve the two awards re-
ceived help from the ofýces of Congresswoman 

Nan Hayworth. Hayworth and New York As-
semblyman Robert Castelli were on hand to 
present the awards.

Castelli, himself a Vietnam War veteran, 
presented the soldiers with citations from the 
New York State Assembly for their service.

ñIt is my honor to honor you,ò Castelli told 
the two. ñFor me, as a Vietnam veteran, it is a 
very touching thing to be here and honor fellow 
veterans. As an 18-year-old NCO leading sol-
diers in combat, I can appreciate what you do.”

Hayworth and Castelli joined Colonel 
Geoffrey Slack, commander of the 27th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team, for the award presenta-
tion. Slack also deployed to Iraq in 2004 as an 
infantry battalion commander and now leads the 
brigade in its preparations for deployment to 
Kuwait this winter as a mobile response force.

ñIt is ýtting that, with hundreds of soldiers 
right across the street getting ready to go over-
seas, we complete the record on one combat de-
ployment while we are on the cusp of another,” 
Slack said. ñAwarding the Bronze Star afýrms 
the efforts of all the soldiers on that battleýeld. 
This is long overdue recognition of these two 
soldiers.”

Tabankin said ñThese awards are not about 
me and Command Sergeant Major Stone. They 
are what our platoon did. All of the achievement 
bullets [on the award recommendation] were the 
things our 43 Soldiers did.”

Westchester �anks You 
Continued from Page 1

Serving Our Country
Air Force Airman Joseph Miller graduated 

from basic military training at Lackland Air 
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an intensive, eight-
week program that included training in military 
discipline and studies, Air Force core values, 
physical ýtness and basic warfare principles and 
skills.

Airmen who complete basic training earn 
four credits toward an associate in applied sci-
ence degree through the Community College of 
the Air Force.

Miller earned distinction as an honor gradu-
ate. He is the son of Raymond and Andrea Mill-
er of Pelham. He is a 2011 graduate of Pelham 
Memorial High School. 
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In Your Backyard

�Will Corwin: A Very Big Set� at
CNR Mooney Center Gallery

The College of New Rochelle’s (CNR) 
Mooney Center will present the recent work of 
sculptor and installation artist Will Corwin from 
now until February 19. The work will be primar-
ily drawn from Corwin’s residencies this past 
fall at The Clocktower Gallery and The Queens 
College Art Center.

Much of Corwin’s recent work has re-
volved around his interest in board games and 
architectural models as representatives of the 
world, both in concept and miniature. The cen-
terpiece of the Mooney Center exhibition will be 
Corwin’s larger-than-life chess set, built out of 
plaster and wood, and a video of the Clocktow-
er Chess match, a performance piece that took 

place on August 10 which featured chess piec-
es and a board created by Corwin and a game 
played by International Master Irina Krush and 
Grandmaster Robert Hess, with commentary by 
Grandmaster Maurice Ashley. The project was 
in collaboration with ýlmmaker Dorian Stone 
and photographer Tommy Mintz. Several of 
Mintz’s photographs of the match will also be 
on display.

The Mooney Center Gallery is open Mon-
day to Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Friday to Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. A 
closing reception will be held on Friday, Febru-
ary 19 from 6 to 7 p.m. For more information, 
visit CNR.edu.

Tiger Schulmann�s  
�CHILDSAFESM Program�

Retirement Brunch for County 
Legislator William Burton

Senator Oppenheimer to Retire 

Tiger Schulmann’s Mixed Martial Arts 
Center of Mount Kisco is ready to kick-off 
Self-Defense Awareness Month by hosting its 
ñCHILDSAFESM Programò on Saturday, Janu-
ary 21 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

This free child safety clinic, designed for 
children ages 3 to 15, is presented in a fun, edu-
cational format, performing interactive skits that 

provide children with vital information on how 
to protect themselves from strangers, drugs, peer 
pressure and bullies.

Tiger Schulmann’s Mixed Martial Arts 
Center of Mount Kisco is located at 222 E 
Main St. For more information or to register for 
ñCHILDSAFESM,ò call 914-244-0963, e-mail 
mountkisco@tsk.com or visit TSK.com.

A retirement brunch for Westchester Coun-
ty Legislator William Burton will be held on 
Sunday, January 22 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Atria, located at 321 North Highland Ave. in 
Ossining. Burton served the 9th Legislative Dis-
trict on the Westchester County Board of Legis-
lators for six years. 

The brunch is open to the public at the 
cost of $50 per person, which includes a special 
gift. Checks should be made payable to Rich-
ard Wishnie/Burton Party and mailed to Richard 
Wishnie, 47 Briarbrook Drive, Briarcliff Manor, 
NY 10510.

For more information, call 914-953-8297.

State Senator Suzi Op-
penheimer announced last 
week that she will not seek re-
election this November to the 
37th Senate District, which 
includes the Westchester com-
munities of New Rochelle, 
Rye, White Plains, Harrison, 
Mamaroneck, New Castle, 
North Castle, Ossining and 
Scarsdale. Oppenheimer has 
represented the 37th District 
for 28 years.

Oppenheimer made 
her decision upon recently 
learning that she will have to 
undergo major shoulder re-
placement surgery in 2012.

ñIt had always been my plan to seek re-elec-
tion in November and continue to serve the peo-
ple of this district,ò said Oppenheimer. ñWhen 
considering my responsibilities as Senator, the 
extensive effort that will go into rehabilitation 
and physical therapy following my surgery and 
the added work of the hard fought campaigns I 
always wage, it became clear to me that I could 
do only two of those three important tasks.

ñI want to thank the people of my district 
for the honor and privilege of representing them. 
Wherever I go throughout Westchester County, 
I am buoyed by the well wishes and support of 
longtime friends and residents. I would like to 
thank my staff and my husband Martin and my 
wonderful children, Marcy, Evan, Josh and Ali. I 
could not have done my job all these many years 
without their unwavering support and encour-
agement,” said Oppenheimer, who serves as the 
Chair of the Senate’s Education Committee and, 
prior to her senate career, served as Mayor of 

the Village of Mamaroneck 
for eight years. 

Last week, we ran a front 
page story on the big election 
this November in Westchester 
— the race between Oppen-
heimer and Republican Bob 
Cohen. Oppenheimer made 
her announcement after our 
press deadline.

This race will still be one 
of the most watched in Al-
bany, but will now likely be 
a contest between Republican 
Bob Cohen and Assembly-
man George Latimer. 

ñSenator Oppenheimer 
has been a leader in Westchester for many years 
and I am immensely grateful for her service to 
our shared community,ò said Latimer. ñFrom the 
beginning, she was a leading voice for women’s 
health and education as the President of the 
Mamaroneck League of Women Voters and the 
Central School PTA in her home community, 
eventually leading her to the Mayoralty of Ma-
maroneck and ultimately the State Senate.

ñThe schools throughout Westchester have 
a reputation of being top-notch institutions; 
much of that success can be attributed to the 
Senator’s lifelong efforts and her true pursuit of 
educational excellence. Senator Oppenheimer’s 
steady hand in Albany as a partner representing 
the Sound Shore Communities will be missed; 
her counsel and knowledge of Westchester 
County have always been intelligent and rooted 
in the priorities of those she represents.

ñI congratulate Senator Oppenheimer on 
her wonderful career and wish her and her fam-
ily all the best in the future.”

To kick off its 15th anniversary celebration, 
the Women’s Enterprise Development Center 
(WEDC) is launching a new Web site — WED-
CBiz.org — with a business directory and mar-
ketplace that will assist Lower Hudson Valley 
women entrepreneurs to promote their business-
es and increase sales.

WEDC plans to make this on-line commu-
nity the primary destination for everyone inter-
ested in women’s entrepreneurship and buying 
local. It will help entrepreneurs seeking resourc-
es, information, visibility for their companies 
and will provide a network to help them start 
and grow successful businesses.

WEDC was able to create its new site thanks 
to the generosity of IBM, which awarded the 
organization a service grant valued at $96,000 
and a $10,000 catalyst grant. The catalyst grant 
had been presented in June by then Senior Vice 
President (now CEO) of IBM, Ginni Rometty, 
to WEDC’s Executive Director Anne M. Janiak 

during their co-sponsored ñBig Business Meets 
Small Business: Speed Mentoring” event honor-
ing IBM’s Centennial.

ñWEDCôs goal is to grow successful wom-
an-owned businesses that will generate regional 
economic growth,ò said Janiak. ñAs the US 
Small Business Administration’s Women’s Busi-
ness Center (WBC) for the Lower Hudson Val-
ley and the NY Empire State Development Cor-
poration’s Entrepreneurial Assistance Program 
(EAP) Center for Westchester County, WEDC is 
uniquely positioned to achieve this goal.

ñMore than 1600 entrepreneurs annually 
take advantage of our comprehensive business 
training programs and services, which address 
the entire spectrum of small business needs at 
all stages of business development. Our on-line 
community enriches our offerings to current cli-
ents and allows us to extend our services to even 
more women entrepreneurs. We are grateful to 
IBM for making this project possible.”

WEDC Launches Initiative to Support 
Growth of Women-Owned Business

IMB’s Ginni Rometty (left) and WEDC Executive Director Anne Janiak

ñFish: A Memoir 
of a Boy in a Man’s 
Prison,” based on 
a book of the same 
name by T.J. Parsell, 
will have its premier 
screening for the 
public at The School-
house Theater in Cro-
ton Falls on Saturday, 
January 21 at 7 p.m.

By the time he 
was 21 years old, Par-
sell had spent nearly 
a quarter of his life 
in prison; by 30, heôd 
put himself through 
college and was a successful software execu-
tive; at 40, he became a human rights activist, 
a published author and one of the nation’s lead-
ing advocates to end prisoner rape.

The term ñýshò ð prison parlance for 
ñnew arrivalò or ñýrst timerò ð comes from 
the phrase ñýsh out of water.ò Parsell now at-
tends NYU Graduate Film School, where he 
has made a feature length ýlm from his award-
winning book. 

Parsell will show 
three short ýlms, 
two of which are 
adaptations of his 
story, along with a 
documentary-short, 
which explores the 
root causes of crime 
and intergenerational 
incarceration. After 
the screening, Parsell 
will stay for a ñTalk 
Back,” answering 
questions from the 
audience.

The Schoolhouse 
Theater and Gallery 

is a unique setting for the arts in Westchester. 
In addition to a gallery, which shows the work 
of local artists, The Schoolhouse contains a re-
gional Equity theater, dedicated to presenting 
professional theatrical performances by award-
winning playwrights.

The Schoolhouse is located at 3 Owens Rd. 
For more information or to make a reservation, 
call 914-277-8477 or visit SchoolHouseThe-
ater.org.

Lunchtime Yoga at NRPL

BGCNW Debut�s Mt. Kisco 
Farmer�s Market

T.J. Parsell

�Fish: A Memoir of a Boy
in a Man�s Prison�

Premieres at Schoolhouse �eatre

Free sessions of easy yoga to help reduce 
stress and relive tension are being offered during 
Monday and Wednesday lunch hours at the New 
Rochelle Public Library.

From now until June 25, the Monday ses-
sions will be held for 30 minutes, from 12:15 
to 12:45 p.m.. From now until June 27, the 
Wednesday sessions will be 45 minutes, from 
1:15 to 2 p.m. Lunchtime Yoga Express does 
not take place on holidays when the library is 
closed. 

Yoga instructor Nora LeMorin leads the 

gentle yet invigorating sessions of Lunchtime 
Express Yoga, which help participants return to 
work with renewed energy and focus. Traditional 
and adapted poses will be practiced either stand-
ing or seated in chairs to balance, stretch and 
strengthen the body while calming the mind.

Participants do not need to change out of 
work clothes and mats will not be needed for 
these sessions of breathing and meditation tech-
niques as well as the guided relaxation. The 
drop-in sessions do not require advanced regis-
tration. 

The Boys & Girls Club of Northern 
Westchester (BGCNW) has announced that the 
grand opening of Mount Kiscoôs ofýcial year-
round indoor Farmers’ Market will be on Satur-
day, January 21.

The market showcases more than 40 re-
gional vendors, in addition to special activities 
and demonstrations. In collaboration with John 
Boy’s Farm and Slow Food Metro North, the 
market will highlight regional farmers and ven-
dors, including All You Knead Artisan Bakers, 
Clean Ridge Soap Company, Healthway Farms, 
Hudson Milk, Hummingbird Ranch, John Boy’s 
Farm, Kontoulis Family OliveOil, Healing 
Home Foods, Krazy for Kazu, Madura Farms, 
Meredith’s Bread, North Winds Farm, Pickle-
Licious, Cabbage Hill, Red Barn Bakery, the 
Farm Foodie, Gluten-Free Kitchen, Capaccio 
Pasta, Newgate Farm and Wil-Hi Farm.

The grand opening of the Farmers Market 
will feature a number of special events, includ-
ing a pig roast and demonstration provided by 

farmer John Boy and delicious pulled pork 
sandwiches and other goodies made by Erica of 
Erica’s Kitchen in Bedford. There will also be a 
special performance by local high school band, 
The Jazzy Jays and the Em Kays. The market 
will also feature the one-of-a-kind ñ$5 Slow-
Food Challenge,” a gourmet meal prepared 
each week from local and organic ingredients, 
all available at the market. Dishes are available 
for breakfast, lunch and to-go.

ñA local farmersô market is vital to the 
community,” said BGCNW Executive Director 
Brian Skanes. ñThis market will provide the op-
portunity to encourage community members to 
consider healthy food options while supporting 
local and regional farms.”

The market will be held on Saturdays from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the BGCNW gymnasium. 
The market will be moved outdoors as the 
warmer months arrive. For more information, 
e-mail Shelley Waln at swaln@optonline.net or 
visit BoysAndGirlsClubNW.org.

(Mount Pleasant, Pleasantville and North Castle);
Å David B. Gelfarb, representing District 6 

(Harrison, Rye Brook and Port Chester);
Å Catherine Borgia, representing District 9 

(Croton-on-Hudson, Cortlandt, Ossining and Bri-
arcliff Manor);

Å and Virginia Perez, representing District 17 
(Yonkers).

In his remarks following his oath of ofýce, 
Jenkins remarked upon the successes of the pre-
vious legislative session and said, ñWorking for 
the people of Westchester means understanding 
the values that we share and staying focused on 

the priorities that are right for all of our residents. 
Working together, this board will conýdently meet 
the challenges ahead.”

Williams thanked Jenkins and his fellow leg-
islators for their efforts over the past two years and 
also acknowledged the sacriýces made by fami-
lies of the legislators. ñOne thing the legislators 
here tonight,ò said Williams, ñand those who have 
served before us here, can all agree on, though, is 
that being a legislator requires the highest level of 
purpose and accountability possible.”

The next regular meeting of the board is on 
Monday, January 23. Until then, legislators will 
be assigned to the 11 standing committees of the 
board and chairpersons for each of the committees 
will be announced.
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