
As we look forward to Westchester’s upcom-
ing elections in 2012, the ballot will be full, with 
President Barrack Obama topping the ticket in his 
re-election bid, and all Assembly and State Senate 
races up for election statewide. 

The big race is expected to be the rematch 
between incumbent State Senator Suzi Oppen-
heimer, a democrat, and republican challenger 

Bob Cohen.
Oppenheimer barely held off Cohen in 2010, 

but he is deýnitely in again for 2012 and Oppen-
heimer, who is now 77, asserts that she is running 
for her 15th two-year term. Another win would as-
sure her of 30 years in ofýce in the State Senate.

To evaluate what will be this year’s most 

Brenda Brown has a love of animals.
While attending the pre-vocational ser-

vices program at Cerebral Palsy of Westchester 
(CPW), she has been receiving training in animal 
care to prepare her for working in a community 
based job earning competitive wages. In addition 
to working with the CPW pet therapy program, 

Brown is volunteering at the Rye Nature Center 
where she is taking care of the animals.

In August, CPW’s job developer, Dina Marie 
Gomez, walked into the Westchester Bird House 
in Port Chester and spoke with Peter Sinis, who 
owns the business. Gomez explained Brown’s 

We wish William Walter Peterson a Happy 
100th Birthday!

Peterson celebrated his birthday last month 
with his friends and family at Port Chester Nurs-
ing and Rehabiliation Centre, where Assemblyman 
George Latimer presented Peterson with a procla-
mation.

Peterson was born on December 12, 1911 to 
Hannah and Benjamin Peterson of Port Chester 
and is the ýfth of their nine children. After attend-

ing Washington Park grade school and later 
Port Chester High School, William met Mary 
Selina Robertson in 1928 and they married the 
following spring. William and Mary loved to 
travel, especially on cruise ships. After more 
than 60 years of marriage, Mary passed away 
in February, 1993.

Peterson has worked for the Federal de-
partment of public works, as a life saver, at 
Arnold’s bakery and as a carpenter. Using his 
expert carpentry skills, Peterson built a home 
for his family at 37 Garibaldi Place in Port 
Chester. He also helped build homes for his 
daughters, Vivian and Marian. In 2005, he was 
named volunteer of the year by the Posillipo 
Senior Center in Rye.

Peterson has a large family, including 
daughters Vivian and Marian; grand daugh-
ters Kathy, Cynthia, Kim and Janice; great 
grand children Akua, Sule, Olivia and Ella; 
and great, great grandchildren Zakalia, Azian, 

Isiah, Samaya, Sanai and Sule Jr.
Having lived a very full life, William current-

ly resides at Port Chester Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Centre and continues to live a very active life. 
After breakfast, he typically plays several games 
of dominoes. After lunch, he enjoys afternoon ac-
tivities and also attends facility outings. A superb 
dancer, William is proud to be an able assistant to 
the chef during cooking group.

The upcoming Miss New York USA is a two-
day pageant held at the Purchase College Perform-
ing Arts Center in Purchase and will feature 200 of 
New Yorkôs ýnest contestants vying for the presti-
gious title of Miss New York USA 2012 and Miss 
Teen New York USA 2012.

New to this year is the appointment of Keith 
Lewis and Keeley Sanders, Partners in K2 Produc-
tions, to lead the revival of the Miss New York 
USA and Miss New York Teen USA pageants as 
Co-Executive Directors by Donald J. Trump and 
NBC Universal, who hold a joint venture partner-
ship in Miss Universe, Miss USA and Miss Teen 

USA.
In typical Lewis and Sanders fashion, they 

have also taken pageant elements to new heights 
by providing New York with an exciting cast of 
hosts and judges, the ýrst of many enhancements.

This year’s pageants will be hosted by Rob 
Shuter — all-around personality, talk show host of 
HDNet’s “Naughty but Nice,” NBC’s “The Today 
Show” and other NBC programming and “New 
York Live” columnist contributor — and Pavarti 
Shallow, CBS’ “Survivor” winner and star of CBS’ 
“Around the World for Free.”

Oppenheimer-Cohen Rematch;
Westchester’s Big 2012 Election

People with Disabilities Can 
Succeed in WorkplaceHappy 100th Birthday

Miss New York USA Pageant
Returns to Westchester

State Senator Suzi OppenheimerBob Cohen

The Yorktown High School Varsity Hockey Team with MKCCC Social Worker
Ruth Goodman and MKCCC Program Director Dawn Meyerski

Brenda Brown (left) and Westchester Bird House owner Peter Sinis

William Peterson and State Assemblyman
George Latimer at his 100th birthday party

The Mount Kisco Child Care Center (MKC-
CC) recently partnered with Junior League of 
Northern Westchester (JLNW) to give to families 
in need during the 31st Annual Holiday Sharing 
Drive.

The Holiday Sharing Drive is JLNW’s sig-
nature philanthropic effort which delivers food, 
clothing and gifts to more than 300 families in 
need, including several from MKCCC, during 
the holiday season. Moving trucks, donated by 
Whalen’s Moving & Storage, pick up the donated 
goods from the storage facility at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Northern Westchester in Mount Kisco. 
The goods are transported to MKCCC, where 
members of the Yorktown High School Varsity 
Hockey Team unload the boxes to be stored and 
distributed. Transportation for the Hockey Team 

is provided by Chappaqua Transportation.
MKCCC is one of the 18 community service 

organizations that partner with JLNW to raise 
public awareness of local poverty and hunger and 
to improve the lives of those most in need in the 
community. Recipient families are identiýed and 
matched anonymously with donors who provide 
holiday gifts, home supplies and food.

“It is extremely important to be aware of 
those in need in our area,” said MKCCC Social 
Worker Ruth Goodman. “We are thrilled to be 
able to provide these families with the opportu-
nity to celebrate the Holidays with both gifts and 
necessary household items.” MKCCC is located 
at 95 Radio Circle in Mount Kisco. For more in-
formation, call 914-241-2135 or visit MKCCC.
org.

MKCCC and JLNW
Give Back During Holidays

Continued on Page 6
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L to r: Miss Hudson Valley 2012, Miss Hudson Valley Teen 2012 Bianca Gallub, Miss 
Westchester Teen 2012 Jacqueline Groccia and Miss Westchester 2012 Sarah Hreyo, all 

elected this past September, will compete to become Miss New York USA 2012

Mike Spano Takes Oath as 
42nd Mayor of Yonkers

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano takes the oath of ofýce from State Supreme Court
Judge Thomas Dickerson with his wife, Mary Calvi, and daughter Alexandra, by his side 

On a warm New Year’s Day, Mike Spano, 
with his family by his side, took the oath to become 

the 42nd Mayor of Yonkers. After taking the oath, 
Spano laid out his vision for the city.

Photo by Ed Whitman
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37th Senatorial District � 2010 Results
Suzi Oppenheimer Dem., WF — 45,300 votes (50.4%) +728 margin

Bob Cohen Rep., Ind., Con. — 44,572 votes (49.6%)

WESTCHESTER’S OLDEST AND MOST RESPECTED NEWSPAPERS

www.RisingMediaGroup.comVol 102 Number 2	 Friday, January 13, 2012



Westchester Community College’s (WCC) 
Fine Arts Gallery is presenting “Natural Car-
tographies,” an exhibition featuring the work of 
Darlene Farris-Labar and Steven Gwon, from 
January 30 to March 10. 

The two artists map out time, space and 
motion in the world around us. Gwon visu-
ally measures time using precise, multi-colored 
grids. Farris-Labar collects and evaluates water 

samples that will þow through the gallery space 
during the exhibition.

The space, located on the third þoor of the 
Academic Arts Building across from the theatre, 
is open Monday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and Thursday evenings from 4 to 6 p.m.

Exhibitions are free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information, including a complete 
schedule of gallery events, call 914-606-7867 or 
visit SUNYWCC.edu/gallery.
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The Westchester Jazz Orchestra will per-
form “Bossa! Tango! Flamenco!” on Saturday, 
January 28 at 8 p.m. at the Irvington Town Hall 
Theater, located at 85 Main St. in Irvington.

“Two years ago, WJO performed a program 
of South American music,” said WJO Executive 
Director Emily Tabin. “The band played to a 
packed house and standing ovations. For Janu-
aryôs concert, we are adding some þamenco as 
we revisit a crowd-pleasing evening.”

WJO will also offer Open Mike, an interac-
tive chat hosted by WJO Artistic Director Mike 
Holober, before the concert. Holober will pre-
view the evening’s music with the aid of return-
ing guest musicians Rogerio Boccato on percus-
sion and Juan Pablo Jofre on bandoneón. The 
talk is free for ticket holders.

“Bossa! Tango! Flamenco!” will include 
works by Brazilian bossa nova king Antonio 
Carlos Jobim, tango master Astor Piazzolla and 
original þamenco by Barcelona composer Perico 

Sambeat. WJO will round out the evening with 
additional Brazilian music — Maxixe, Samba 
and Choro — by the great Egberto Gismonti.

“With its invigorating rhythms and beauti-
ful settings for soloists, the music of this concert 
suits WJO so well,” said Holober. “Our guest 
musicians — on guitar, percussion and ban-
doneón — will enhance the authenticity of the 
evening.”

Looking ahead, WJO will perform “The 
Music of Stevie Wonder and Ray Charles” in 
Irvington on April 14. WJO’s concerts are par-
tially funded by NYSCA, ArtsWestchester, the 
Aaron Copland Fund for Music and numerous 
individuals.

Reserved seating tickets are $35 for adults, 
$30 for seniors and $10 for students. Group dis-
counts are available. For more information or 
to purchase tickets, call 914-591-6602 or visit 
WestJazzOrch.org.

The New Rochelle Public Library (NRPL) is 
located at 1 Library Plaza in New Rochelle. For 
more information on the following programs, and 
more, call 914-632-7878 or visit NRPL.org. 

Magic & Comedy for Kids  
A free, live performance by comic magician 

Jim McClenahan will be featured at NRPL on Sat-
urday, January 21 at 2 p.m. as a BID Family Day 
event. The popular magician-comedian is return-
ing to the Ossie Davis Theater with new tricks and 
surprises to delight children of all ages, and their 
parents and grandparents.

McClenahanôs terriýc blend of awesome 
tricks, side splitting jokes and high levels of ener-
gy guarantees a great time. His warm presentation, 
wacky stunts and zany humor makes for a win-
ning combination each time he performs. Seating 
for the performance is on a ýrst-come, ýrst served 
basis in the 145-seat capacity of the theater.

Sunday Afternoon Music  
Professor Eric Jennings returns to NRPL’s 

Ossie Davis Theater for a Sunday Afternoon Mu-

sic program, “Celebrating America’s Almost-For-
gotten Composers: Lehar, Weill and Korngold,” 
on January 22 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. With bril-
liant narrative and live music, Jennings will ex-
plore these three composers.

Franz Lehar’s “Merry Widow” created a 
waltz frenzy that made it Broadway’s biggest hit 
in 1907, with songs and melodies that still thrill 
audiences today. Kurt Weill and Erich Korngold 
may have disappeared into Hollywood’s musical 
history, but participants will see and hear why 
their legacy continues.

Jennings received an undergraduate degree in 
Music History with piano and voice minors from 
the University of Maryland and a Master of Music 
from Manhattan School of Music in Vocal Perfor-
mance. He sang professionally in the opera before 
retiring in 1998 to pursue a career as a minister.

Jennings’ talk will be illustrated with selec-
tions performed by acclaimed soprano Geraldine 
McMillian-Wray, accompanied by Jennings on the 
piano. A donation of $2 is suggested at the door.

WJO Performs �Bossa!
Tango! Flamenco!�

WCC Fine Arts Gallery
Presents ‘Natural Cartographies’

New Rochelle Public Library

L to r: Jay Brandford, Marvin Stamm, Ed Xiques and Larry Farrell

Artist Darlene Farris-Labar’s “Rythms”

Comic magician Jim McClenahan
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January 20-23
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This year, New York notables, well-known 
celebrities and respected industry professionals 
will be judging on three main categories; inter-
view, swimsuit and evening gown. All contestants 
are also reviewed on vital judging criteria, includ-
ing character, poise, conýdence and personality.

Judge Kelly Bensimon is a model, accessories 
designer and author and appeared on Bravo’s “The 
Real Housewives of New York.” Judge Micah 
Jesse is a personality and celebrity blogger. Judge 
Rick Wellman is co-owner of Patrick Melville Sa-
lon. Judge Karen Happel serves as casting director 
at VPE Talent. And ýnally, Judge Jessica Harlow is 
a glamour expert and blogger.

The schedule for the pageants is as follows:
January 14, 2 p.m. — Teen Presentation Show 

in Swimsuit and Gown;
January 14, 7 p.m. — Miss NY Presentation 

Show in Swimsuit and Gown;
January 15, 2 p.m. — Teen Final Show and 

Crowning; and
January 15, 7:30 p.m. — Miss NY Final Show 

and Crowning.
Lewis and Sanders are also turning dreams 

into reality not only for the winners but every con-
testant involved, since awards are also given to a 
variety of contestants acknowledging their prow-
ess across the following categories:

January 14 Awards — Social Media, Fan Fa-
vorite, Sponsor and Miss Photogenic; and

January 15 Awards — Tony Bowls Style, 
Miss Congeniality, Non-Finalist Best in Swimsuit, 
Gown and Interview.

Tickets start at $45, depending on seat loca-
tion, day and competition round. For more infor-
mation, including tickets, call 914-251-6200 or 
visit MissNewYorkUSA.com.

Miss New York 
Continued from Page 1
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By Phyllis C. Murray
The “Early Scarsdale: Along Saxon Woods 

Road” exhibit, which is currently showcased 
in the Mount Vernon Public Library, is the cul-
mination of my study on the African Presence 
in Scarsdale. I have written many papers which 
trace the lives of Africans and African Americans 
in Scarsdale from 1700 to the present). I feel this 
information needs to become a part of Scarsdale’s 
historical account as well.

The exhibit, which premiered earlier in the 
Scarsdale Village Hall, reþ ects the information 
which I have collected over an 11 year period. One 
facet of the exhibit is the story of Robert Purdy, 
(1823-1890) a runaway slave who settled and 
prospered in Scarsdale. His story was imparted 
accurately to me by his direct descendants, Donna 
Lockley and Robinette Purdy Allen Robinson.

Lockley provided invaluable genealogical 
information and many photos from her personal 
archive of the equestrians, Gordon and Lindsay 
Upshaw. Robinson provided the rarest photo of 
all, one of Purdy’s daughter, Sarah Purdy. She 
also contributed four rare books which belonged 
to her ancestors who attended the Quaker Ridge 
School.

In addition to the aforementioned, Robinson 
added a magniý cent framed photograph of eques-
trian Gerald Johnson. What treasures! Therefore, 
you can see, I am indebted to them both for shar-
ing so many personal items as well as hours of re-
þ ections on things past. Only Purdy descendants 
could have done that.

The Petersons also lived along Saxon Woods 
Road. Alfred Peterson, of the Scarsdale High 
School Class of ‘52, provided photos of his an-
cestors as well as memories of life in this rustic 

settings of Scarsdale. George Peterson sent the 
newspaper which told his story. I was fortunate 
to speak with George in 2004 by phone as he re-
counted his days at NASA. George resided in Se-
attle at that time.

And ý nally, I was fortunate to have the as-
sistance of Mount Vernon Historical Reference 
Librarian Cheryl Berent. Thus, it is evident that 
many people have had input in my journey to 
highlight the contributions of Africans and Afri-
can Americans in Scarsdale.

Finally, after working with Lockley and li-
brary volunteers, everything in the showcase was 
in place. Hence, I can say, it took a whole village 
to have this exhibit become a reality. And I under-
stand the exhibit is the ý rst of its kind.

“Early Scarsdale: Along Saxon Woods 
Road,” will be on view at the Mount Vernon Pub-
lic Library, located at 28 South 1st Ave. in Mount 
Vernon, from now until February 28. For more in-
formation, visit MountVernonPublicLibrary.org.
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Esther’s House on Saxon Woods Road

A photo from a Quaker Ridge School memoir

�Early Scarsdale: 
Along Saxon Woods Road�

The Volunteer Center of United Way 
(VCUW) invites residents of all ages throughout 
Westchester, Putnam and Rockland to honor the 
life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on Saturday, January 14 with a Day of Service. 
Join hundreds of volunteers in giving 2,000 
hours as King’s legacy continues to empower 
individuals to eradicate injustice.

“Last year, 200 volunteers of all ages came 
together to address problems through service 
projects that helped strengthen our community 
and we are eager to facilitate an even greater 
impact this year,” said VCUW Executive Direc-
tor Alisa Kesten. “Having recently witnessed 
how budget cuts potentially threaten the non-
proý t sector, we aim to raise awareness of the 
importance of volunteerism and deepen service 
engagement. Investing individual time and tal-
ent is an excellent way to keep the spirit of Dr. 
King alive.”

This year, VCUW sought to incorporate 
more opportunities that would be both family-
friendly and allow for completion in shorter 
blocks of time. Opportunities include MLK-
themed projects with youth, companionship 
for seniors, painting a YMCA’s 167 room resi-
dence for the homeless, beautiý cation of com-
munity spaces, working alongside people with 

disabilities, learning anti-bullying techniques, 
card-making for hospitalized children, clearing 
invasive vines from trails, organizing local his-
tory collections and more.

More than 250 corporate and community 
volunteers can choose from 29 service projects 
at Academic Pathways (New Rochelle), Charles 
Brieant Community Center (Ossining), Chil-
drenôs Creative Response to Conþ ict (Nyack), 
Family Services of Westchester (Yonkers), 
Ferncliff Manor (Yonkers), FSW Sharing Shelf 
(Port Chester), Green Chimneys (Carmel), 
Groundwork Hudson Valley (Hastings), Insti-
tute of Applied Human Dynamics (Tarrytown), 
Mount Vernon YMCA, My Sister’s Place (Yon-
kers), Nepperhan Community Center (Yonkers), 
New Rochelle Public Library, Richmond Com-
munity Services (Yonkers), Rockland Country 
Day School (Valley Cottage) , Somers Manor, 
Therapeutic Equestrian Center (Cold Spring), 
Wartburg Adult Center (Mount Vernon), White 
Plains Youth Bureau, White Plains YMCA, 
White Plains Public Library, WJCS Kid’s Klos-
et (White Plains) and Yonkers Public Library 
Will Branch.

For more information, including speciý cs 
on each project, or to register to volunteer, call 
914-948-4452 or visit Volunteer-Center.org.

the future of          space exploration

Open daily
Central Park West at 79th Street 
212-769-5100

NOW OPEN 
Tickets at amnh.org

Beyond Planet Earth: The Future of Space Exploration is organized by the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York, (www.amnh.org), in collaboration with  
MadaTech: the Israel National Museum of Science, Technology, & Space, Haifa, Israel. 
Beyond Planet Earth is made possible through the sponsorship of  

And is proudly supported by Con Edison.  

Major funding has been provided by . 
Additional support is generously provided by Mary and David Solomon. 
Presented with special thanks to NASA.
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Visit the wooly sheep and try your hand 
at carding, spinning and weaving with real 
Muscoot sheep wool in “Winter Woolies,” on 
Sunday, January 22 from 1 to 3 p.m.

An outdoor program to learn how ice was 
made and how it used to be stored during sum-
mer months on the farm, “Exploring the Ice 

House” will be held on Sunday, January 29 from 
1 to 3 p.m.

Muscoot Farm is a Westchester County 
Park located on Route 100 in Somers. For more 
information on these events, and more, call 914-
864-7282 or visit WestchesterGov.com/parks.

Family Programs at Muscoot Farm

The Random Farms Kids Theater will pres-
ent Lionel Bart’s “Oliver!” at The Tarrytown 
Music Hall from January 28 to February 5.

“Oliver!” is a musical retelling of Charles 
Dickens’ famous novel, “Oliver Twist.” The plot 
concerns the adventures of an orphan boy in 19th 
century London as he escapes abusive treat-
ment in an orphanage and joins a group of pick-
pockets. Songs include “Where is Love,” “It’s 
a Fine Life,” “I’d Do Anything,” and of course 
the haunting “As Long As He Needs Me.” The 
production is made up of more than 100 young 
people divided into four casts. They come from 
throughout the tri-state area and have a wealth 

of theater, ý lm and television experience.
The performances are January 28 and Feb-

ruary 3 at 7 p.m., January 29 and February 4 at 1 
and 7 p.m., January 30 at 10 a.m. and February 5 
at 1 p.m. Tickets are $18 for adults, $16 children 
under 12 and seniors, $14 each for groups of 20 
or more and $10 each for school groups. Pre-
mium seating tickets (ý rst four rows of center 
orchestra) are $23.

The theater is located at 13 Main St. in Tar-
rytown. For more information or tickets, call 
TicketForce at 877-840-0457 or visit Tarrytown 
MusicHall.org or RandomFarms.com.

‘Oliver!’ on Stage in Westchester




